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Overview

The first non-white NBA player was a Japanese-American by the name of Wat Misaka. In 1947, just a few years after many of his race were being interned in US war-time camps, Misaka was a starter for the New York Knicks. He played three games at the Garden. By his own account, he never gave his role in this small part of history any thought; he was just playing a game he loved and was thankful for the opportunity.

Flash forward sixty-five years and three Asian American NBA players later. Jeremy Lin is starting for the Knicks at the Garden. The odds of him being in this place at this time are as unlikely now as they were for Misaka in 1947. The middle son of Chinese emigrants, born in Palo Alto, California, sounds a lot like Misaka now, when he says he is just thankful for the opportunity to be a member of a good team.

It has often been stated in the media lately that Jeremy Lin has been hiding in plain sight until the first few weeks of 2012. Indeed, the kid who spent his first few games at the YMCA sucking his thumb on the court while his teammates scurried around after the ball has come a long way in his twenty-three years, largely on his own energy and drive.
 
Taking a look at Lin’s life up to now is a snapshot in persistence and determination, more so than luck and even opportunity. It all begins with Gie-Ming Lin, Jeremy’s father. As a young student from Taiwan, Gie-Ming was nothing if not a basketball fan. He devoured the techniques of Larry Bird, Magic Johnson, Michael Jordan and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. He watched and re-watched the classic games between the Lakers and the Celtics in the 1980s. It was inevitable that Gie-Ming’s love of the game would translate to his sons.

Jeremy spent his early life in Palo Alto, California. His mother, Shirley, also emigrated from Taiwan; her roots go back to mainland China where Jeremy’s grandmother still lives today. Jeremy is a physical anomaly in that both of his parents are five feet six inches tall. At six-foot-three, Jeremy towers over his parents, as do his brothers, Joshua and Joseph.

Gie-Ming came to believe early on in his US experience that Asian parents spent too much time focusing their children on academics and dismissed the importance of sports. He first introduced Jeremy to basketball when, at age five, Jeremy was signed up to play at the local YMCA. Jeremy, reportedly, was not initially thrilled by the game.
 
Jeremy basically watched his teammates play from the best seat in the house: the court itself. Shirley had seen enough after only a couple of games and refused to return to the next game. Allegedly, Jeremy asked his mother to return to the stands. She agreed only after Jeremy promised to try harder.
 
With his muse sitting in the stands from then on, Jeremy went on to set the local YMCA records for the season. He scored the maximum number of points allowed by any one player. At this point, it could be said that “the rest is history.” Far from it, however, as this was just one hurdle among many that Jeremy went on to face in pursuit of his dream.

It is these bursts or blossoming of unexpected performance that makes Jeremy Lin’s life unique in many ways and sets the tone for a lifetime of similar experiences for him and his fans. He works hard at his craft, but there is something about his being in the right place at the right time that also has the makings of a great American success story.




 

The Early Years

Gie-Ming Lin will say that it was not so much that he dreamed of any of his three sons being stand-out basketball players, but rather that he just enjoyed playing pick- up games with them at the Palo Alto YMCA. Jeremy was born and raised there, and he and his two brothers, one older and one younger, attended Palo Alto High School, a stone’s throw from Stanford University.

Palo Alto is what would be termed, then and now, as an upscale suburb of the County of San Francisco. It is located on the southern end of San Francisco Bay, about mid-point along Highway 101. The band America memorialized part of the stretch of this famous interstate highway as Ventura Highway. Some of those lyrics are strangely applicable to Jeremy Lin: “You’re gonna go, I know,” and “’Cause the free wind is blowin’ through your hair. . ..”

Jeremy Lin and his family are very representative of Palo Alto, a city of about 62,000 people. While the population comprises mainly Caucasians, the second largest demographic group is Asian, at just over twenty-two percent. Nearly half of the residents have graduate or professional degrees. Jeremy’s father is no exception. He has a PhD in Engineering. The median home price in Palo Alto is just under one million dollars.

The Lin family is also representative of a more traditional Chinese method of raising children. Jeremy’s mother, Shirley, saw to it that, during every year of school, her sons performed at the highest academic levels. In high school, she was known to call Jeremy’s basketball coach, Peter Diepenbrock, and threaten that if her son did not improve a grade of A-minus to an A, he would no longer be on the team. Coach Diepenbrock made sure Jeremy improved his grade.
 
Jeremy’s father was as focused on basketball as Shirley was on her three sons’ academic performances. Gie-Ming took Jeremy to the local YMCA three nights a week, after he finished his homework. Diepenbrock was later quoted as saying Jeremy was a “youth league legend” in Palo Alto before he entered high school. Joshua Lin, Jeremy’s older brother, was also an early inspiration, as Jeremy idolized his brother.

Even at this early age, Gie-Ming and all three sons would study the tapes of the Lakers’ and Celtics’ historical match-ups in order to pick up the subtleties the game that the professionals knew so well. Friends would later recall hearing Gie-Ming telling his son that they were going to have to study the pros on video after some of these youth league games in order to sharpen his skills. Jeremy’s long-time friends knew then that the Lins were in a league of their own.




 

The High School Years

Jeremy went on to become a Palo Alto High School Viking starter in his freshman year, in the playoff no less. While only five-foot-three upon entering high school, Diepenbrock immediately recognized Jeremy’s potential despite his compact physical stature. Both coach and player enjoyed a relationship during those four years that endures to the present. Jeremy was once quoted as saying of Diepenbrock, “He’s more than a coach. He knows how to teach in an effective way, where teenagers can understand and stay motivated. It’s more than a typical coach-player relationship.”

Under Diepenbrock’s tutelage, Jeremy became the “go-to” player whenever the Vikings found themselves in a clutch. As a point guard, Diepenbrock found that Jeremy could be relied upon to make the pivotal plays. Again, that uncanny ability to make a three-pointer in the most stressful situations seemed to be one of Jeremy’s gifts. With Jeremy’s long arms and terrific jumping ability, Diepenbrock relied heavily on him throughout his high school career. Another value-added benefit of Jeremy’s presence was the fact that his athletic ability was often underestimated by both opposing teams and their coaches. Of course, Jeremy’s unexpected performance and contribution to any Viking win did not go unnoticed for long.

The kid who flunked his first driving test for going too slowly was anything but slow when it came to the court. His performance for the Vikings during those four years was one of consistent improvement. In his junior year, Jeremy was injured while playing a pick-up game at his beloved YMCA right before the playoffs. He had to sit out for the big event, but even then, victory was in reach for the Vikings.

Jeremy was expected to do two things for Coach Diepenbrock: make plays and win games. Point guards are often likened to quarterbacks on American football teams. They are also referred to as ball handlers or playmakers. One of the most specialized roles in basketball, point guards have transformed, at the NBA play level anyway, into “combo-guards,” where their flashy athleticism and explosiveness is paramount.

Diepenbrock and Jeremy’s relationship in high school play, however, was very important. In that role, Jeremy was essentially a “coach on the floor,” as Lee Rose, author of The Basketball Handbook, defined a point guard. Point guards have to be in total alignment with the coach’s game plan; thus, a strong coach-point guard interaction makes for a successful team outcome.

In offensive play, point guards control the ball and see to it that the ball gets to the right players at the right times, and know when to make a fast break. In a defensive mode, this role is expected to help out other players, generate steals and scoring opportunities. Whether in defensive or offensive mode, point guards generally remain on the perimeter so that they can see the floor, keep track of both the game and shot clocks, and be mindful of individual and team fouls. It can be a heady position for any player, but Diepenbrock found Jeremy to be up to the challenge. It was said early on that Jeremy made everyone around him “play better.” In essence, that is the role of a good point guard.

Point guards handle the ball more than any other position on a basketball team. Jeremy had his hands all over the ball and left his signature style on Palo Alto High School’s legacy. During his junior year, Jeremy had reached new heights. At 6-foot-one, he was now reaching the standard height for a good point guard. (As of 2011, the average NBA point guard was just over 6 feet one inch.)
 
The Vikings enjoyed a real team atmosphere during Jeremy’s junior year. He kept everyone involved in offensive play, knew who was shooting well, while making good shots himself. They won three tournaments and had a string of wins with much of the credit going to Jeremy.

It was Jeremy’s senior year in high school where “it all came together,” as one of Jeremy’s teammates since sixth grade, Brad Lehman, remarked. Indeed it did. The Vikings made school history that year, setting the record for victories at 32–1.

It was this championship season that would prove an indication of things to come in terms of Lin’s performance. Diepenbrock can still recall Jeremy’s performance as a clutch player.


	During a Santa Cruz Dads Tournament, the Vikings were in the semi-finals with St. Francis. In the final minute of overtime, the Vikings were down by two. Jeremy sunk a three-pointer from twenty-five feet, taking the Vikings to victory over St. Francis (57–55).

	Two weeks later, in a consolation title game of the Mission Prep Classic against Bakersfield, the Vikings were again down, this time by three points, with five seconds left. Jeremy caught an in-bound pass, penetrated, and handed off to Steven Brown, who dropped a three-pointer at the buzzer. The Vikings won in overtime (80–74).

	One week later, the Vikings were in the semi-finals against San Ramon Valley in a St. Francis Tournament. The Vikings were up two points when the opposing team got the ball underneath the basket in the final seconds of the game. Jeremy took the ball out of the challenger’s hands, was fouled, and hit a free throw, assuring their victory (54–51).

	Three months later, during the final spring of Jeremy’s senior year in high school, the Vikings were pitted against Laguna Creek on the Vikings’ home court in the NorCal semi-finals. The teams were tied with fifty seconds to go. Jeremy sank a three-pointer from the wing, and went on to get the ball again in time to penetrate and hand off to a teammate who sank another for the win (52–46).

	One week later, during the state title game, the Vikings were up two points in the final thirty seconds. Jeremy drove to the basket, overcoming the opposing team’s star player to make a final lay-up.





As if these victories were not enough, it was the Vikings’ defeat of Santa Ana’s Mater Dei High School team, the Monarchs, in the state championship that is worth some ink. The towering players of Mater Dei seemed totally out of reach by the scrawny kids from Palo Alto. In fact, the Viking lineup truly had a David and Goliath appearance when paired against the physically imposing Mater Dei team. Despite the size and stature difference, the Vikings definitely had the mental edge, resulting from thirty-two wins and one loss in the season. And, it was clear that Palo Alto could make the tough shots when needed.
 
Jeremy was out in front early in the game to give the Vikings some space on the scoreboard. He made a three-pointer worthy of any NBA game just as the shot clock expired. This seemed to crack the Monarchs’ will and the rest of the game was about stopping the Monarchs’ standout, Taylor King. The Viking defense saved the day, and in the end the Vikings reclaimed the Division II state title for the first time in thirteen years.

Despite all the hype and media coverage that surrounded Jeremy at graduation, a strange silence enveloped Palo Alto. Although they were located virtually a stone’s throw from Stanford, no scouts showed up to check out Jeremy. The UCLA Bruins’ coach had no more scholarships available, but did offer him a “walk-on role” after his performance at the state tournament.

In fact, no scouts, manager, or coach recognized Jeremy’s potential. He received no Division I scholarship offers. One thing was apparent, however: Jeremy had a growing fan base among the Asian-American community in the Bay Area. His recognition of this support would actually help him when making an important decision in the not too distant future in his basketball career.
 
Jeremy headed to the San Francisco’s Pro-Am league in June 2006 to play for the South Bay Spartans. He played well against the older professionals but was reluctant to shoot the ball. In the third game, the coach, Mike Baldwin, insisted that Jeremy take on his counterpart who was a tad slower. By now, Jeremy had reached his current height of six-foot-three but was still somewhat lanky. Jeremy did as his coach required and finally, on his fourth attempt, made it to the right side of the key. He faked a pass to his left and landed a well-placed, right-handed dunk. This burst of energy and agility set the crowd on fire. The underestimation of Jeremy’s abilities was no small part of the crowd’s reaction as well.




 

College Career

Harvard assistant coach Bill Holden first took note of Jeremy in the summer of 2005. Many AAU games were going on in a Las Vegas gym and Holden was one of several recruiters on hand to spot new talent. Holden’s task was twofold: to find a prospect that had the academic wherewithal to perform well at Harvard while also being athletically competitive. Holden was unimpressed to say the least with Jeremy’s performance that day and Holden told Diepenbrock that Harvard was not interested in recruiting him.
 
Within the week of play, however, Holden caught sight of Jeremy playing against a better team where his aggressiveness revealed itself. Holden, the doubter, had now become the guy who would do anything to sign Jeremy, who Holden now believed was a Division 1-ability player.

Holden kept an eye on Jeremy throughout his senior year at Palo Alto, holding his breath, but no Division 1 coaches offered him any scholarships despite his stunning senior year play. Holden would have been no match if Jeremy was picked up by a non-Ivy League school, as Ivy League schools are not permitted to offer athletic scholarships. As it turned out, Jeremy was off to Harvard in the fall of 2006, sans scholarship.

His first coach, Frank Sullivan, recalls that Jeremy definitely had the persistence and determination to develop as a player. Sullivan was replaced during Jeremy’s first off-season at Harvard by Tommy Amaker. Coach Amaker saw that Jeremy had the work ethic and drive to succeed, working out most mornings, starting at seven, with the assistant coach, Ken Blakeney, to increase his range.

It was during his Harvard years that race reared its ugly head, when opposing team fans began hurling insults against the standout point guard. Amaker, himself an African-American, consulted with Jeremy about the slurs. The coach made the point that if Jeremy hadn’t been such a great player, no one would say a thing. It’s hard to tell if this advice provided any comfort to Jeremy, but racial animus and stereotyping is something he has had to deal with throughout his basketball career.
 
As a sophomore, Lin returned home with his Harvard team to play Stanford as a starting guard in the Basketball Travelers Classic. While ultimately Stanford prevailed, Jeremy was true to form for most of the tournament. Diepenbrock called his performance “vintage Jeremy.” Even Coach Amaker had good things to say. “I really like Jeremy’s energy. He has the talent to help us offensively every game and that’s what we need him to do. He has a great future at Harvard.”

Jeremy told the media at the same time, “I love Harvard,” where he said he had to get used to “playing shooting guard after playing point guard in high school.” He was no less effusive about his fans who showed up in large numbers to witness “The Jeremy Lin Show,” so named by Diepenbrock, who was still following Jeremy’s college career closely.
 
Jeremy’s game progressed year after year, with internal evaluations passing among opposing team coaches warning one another to not be “fooled by his complexion” — this from an assistant coach at Columbia who warned the University of Connecticut assistant coach, Pat Sellers, in December 2009, just prior to the Crimson’s game against the Huskies. Jeremy lived up to the admonishment, when he scored thirty points and nine rebounds against UConn. He took on Jerome Dyson, the Huskies’ guard, by exploiting every mistake Dyson made. Sellers commented in the end, “He [Lin] killed us.”

By this time, even Time magazine had taken note of Harvard’s performance in the NCAA tournament, where it was pointed out that the Crimson had not appeared in 64 years. Lin’s speed, jumping ability and passing skills were all mentioned as important contributions to their record-breaking appearance. Others also began to predict Jeremy’s rise in the game. Tony Shaver, the head coach at William and Mary, noted, “He’s a special player who seems to have a special passion for the game. I wouldn’t be surprised to see him in the NBA one day.”

Despite the accolades, Jeremy lost the Ivy League Player of the Year to rival Ryan Wittman of Cornell. He finished his four years at Harvard with a degree in Economics as well as having amassed 1450 points, 450 rebounds, 400 assists and 200 steals for the Crimson. This was quite a bit of math for one player.




 

Post-graduate Play

Once again, the Harvard senior was on not on any NBA coach’s radar. The NBA, as it turns out, has reservations about Ivy League players. Harvard may have produced eight U.S. presidents but only two NBA players prior to Jeremy. The last Harvard grad drafted by the NBA was Ed Smith Madell, who also appeared for the Knicks in the 1953–54 season.

The man who once considered careers in food testing and ministering had no intention of giving up the game just yet. Following his graduation, the undrafted phenom was given the opportunity to play with the NBA’s summer league, the result of the efforts of the Dallas Maverick’s general manager, Donnie Nelson, who even had Jeremy practice down in Dallas prior to the league’s start. The Warriors had their lineup for the summer and didn’t feel inclined to change it for Jeremy.

Rumor had it that, during the summer league, both Dallas and the Lakers were looking at him, but it was the Golden State Warriors who managed to sign the free agent to a two-year contract in July 2010. Jeremy had a tough choice to make, given Nelson’s obvious interest and support earlier in the summer. He decided upon the Warriors for a couple of reasons. First, they were the team he grew up watching and, second, he was also very happy to return to the Bay Area to play for the hometown fans who had shown him tremendous support earlier in his career.
 
The Warriors also offered him the chance to be number two on the depth chart. The Warriors liked Jeremy’s aggressive tempo and Jeremy provided credence to that perception: “I’m a playmaker. I’m always attacking the rim and have somewhat of a reckless style. I try to be everywhere at once . . . I feel like I’m ready to play.”
 
The Asian-American community was ecstatic about Jeremy’s return and the marketing opportunities were not lost on the Warriors either. The Warriors president even made numerous promises that went unkept. Jeremy played sparingly that season with the Warriors. On at least four occasions, Jeremy was sent down to play for the NBA’s developmental league (D-League) teams, to include the Reno Bighorns and the Erie Bayhawks.
 
In December 2011, Jeremy was waived by the Warriors and picked up by the Houston Rockets. The Rockets then waived him almost immediately, and finally the New York Knicks claimed him. At this point, one might say, “The rest is history.”




 

The Jeremy Lin Show

It is relevant here to provide a bit of history on the New York Knickerbockers. The team was established in 1946 and is part of the Atlantic Division of the Eastern Conference. Their peak years were from the mid-1960s to the mid-1970s. Most of the Knicks history involves poor trades and management changes, to a now infamous sexual harassment lawsuit involving the team’s one time president and coach, Isiah Thomas.

The one bright and mostly consistent spot was Patrick Ewing, the starting center who played from 1985 to 2000. The Knicks picked up Ewing during the first year of the newly instituted draft lottery in 1985. He was a respectable and reliable team member until his retirement in 2000.

For the next eight years, the Knicks plummeted again as they were plagued by a number of controversies, including those involving Thomas, who came on board as the team president in December 2003. He began a restructuring of the team, which ended in about 2007, at which time he also appointed himself the team’s coach. During this time, the Knicks made it to the playoffs in 2004 but failed to win the championship.

In April 2008, Donnie Walsh replaced Thomas as the Knicks’ president and the following month Walsh fired Thomas as coach. Walsh brought in Mike D’Antoni, who continues to lead the team at present. The Knicks began to find firm footing with in a series of good decisions. In July 2005, the Phoenix Suns forward/center, Amar’e Stoudemire was signed and, in February 2011, Carmelo Anthony was traded to New York. Anthony plays forward for the Knicks but is quite a versatile player.
 
As the Knicks were beginning to get it together for the 2011–2012 season, a few pivotal things occurred which paved the way for Jeremy’s entrée into starting for the Knicks.


	The owners’ lockout

	Salary cap manipulations

	Trades which fell through

	Injuries and absences





Suddenly, desperation became Coach D’Antoni’s nighttime state of mind. The Knicks had lost eleven of their thirteen previous games and seemed to be headed nowhere fast. Seeking help from anywhere in the team’s recesses, he found Jeremy. It wasn’t an easy find, mind you. A little review here is appropriate. The Houston Rockets picked Jeremy up on December 9, 2011, and waived him again on December 24, 2011, due to the lockout.
 
The Knicks claimed Jeremy off waivers on December 27, 2011, when their guard, Iman Shumpert, was injured. Other injuries in their starting lineup kept Jeremy’s upward momentum alive, from his initial fourth spot on the Knicks’ point guard depth chart.
 
On January 23, 2012, D’Antoni called for Jeremy, who returned instantly from the D-league where he had been waiting. No one can say for sure if D’Antoni knew that Jeremy was born (August 23, 1988) in what the Chinese calendar refers to as the Year of the Dragon. In 2012, the Year of Dragon officially started on January 23, 2012. To those who are familiar with this traditional calendar, they will tell you that if your year starts out with good luck, it will end similarly.

Jeremy’s first game was on February 4 against the New Jersey Nets. His 25 points and 7 assists in that game assured him a place in the starting lineup. Three days later, his contract was guaranteed for the remainder of this season. It is said to be between $600,000 and $800,000. It also assured Jeremy of his own place to call home, as he had been camping on his brother’s couch at the time of his first on-court appearance in New York.

This was the start of a seven-game winning streak for the Knicks and the start of Jeremy’s NBA career. Each game, thus far, deserves comment, as one enduring characteristic surfaces time and again: Jeremy’s ability to sink the shots that matter in the final seconds of play.




 

February 4, 2012 

New York Knicks 99, New Jersey Nets 92

Jeremy Breaks Out at the Garden

January 12th’s game against the Memphis Grizzlies had kicked off a six-game losing streak for the Knicks. While many analysts in the preseason predicted that the Knicks would take one of the top spots in the Eastern Conference, doom and gloom seemed to be raining down on the team at this stage. But, going into a game against the New Jersey Nets on February 4th, team coach Mike D’Antoni remained calm, saying, “You’ve got to do your job; you can’t panic.”

With three-and-a-half minutes remaining in the first quarter, the Knicks found themselves down by six. Jeremy Lin was called into play. The gap widened, giving the Nets a twelve-point lead. Then the magic happened.

In the span of fifteen minutes, Jeremy Lin managed to pull off six points, four assists, three rebounds, a steal and a turnover. By the time the buzzer rang to end the half, the Knicks were only down by two.

Both teams held their ground in the third quarter, but Lin broke away in the fourth, scoring another twelve points and heading up two assists. The Knicks pulled out a win of 99–92 and Lin achieved career highs in scoring, rebounds and assists: 25, 5 and 7 respectively. All in the span of 35 minutes of game time.

Sports writer Ian Begley wrote, “The Knicks have been searching for a point guard to run Mike D’Antoni’s offense all season. If Saturday night is any indication, it looks like they had one buried on the bench.”
 
Though his performance was spectacular, it was the way the team rallied that really brought the game together that night. From requesting more minutes for Lin at halftime and keeping their composure through the third quarter, the Knicks proved they stood well together.
 
After the win, Lin found himself swarmed by media for the first time in his NBA career. His fellow players had great things to say about him as well, only further contributing to a new trend known as “Linsanity.”

“When they go in there and play three-on-three, he kills. He’s a problem,” Tyson Chandler said. “He’s tough to stay in front of, and we always give the guards a hard time. But it wasn’t just one guard he was giving problems to; it was all the guards. Coach had the faith to throw him in there. He’s been getting little minutes here and there. I think he kind of caught on to the NBA style of play.”
 



 

February 6, 2012

New York Knicks 99, Utah Jazz 88

Jazzing it up

After a killer performance only two days prior, Mike D’Antoni decided to start Jeremy Lin as point guard in the game against the Utah Jazz. It was Lin’s first NBA start after forty games, proving that good things really do come to those with patience. “I was absolutely thrilled when we heard the news,” said Tommy Amaker. “I think he’s showing everyone again that he belongs and he’s capable.”

With Amar’e Stoudemire away, tending to his family after the traffic-related death of his older brother, Hazell, and Anthony Carmelo having strained his groin in the first quarter of the game, things seemed a bit disconcerting for the seemingly depleted team. But with a little “Linsanity,” Jeremy Lin led the team by keeping and maintaining a strong 12–5 lead early on. When off the court, fellow Knicks Steve Novak and Jared Jeffries kept the game going strong.

The fat lady sang with a final score of 99–88, declaring victory over the Jazz. This win landed the second of two in the pot that Begley was now referring to as “a Lin-ning Streak.” On the receiving end of all of the new publicity, Jeremy has remained humble. “It’s really not just me,” he said in an interview after the game. “I hope everyone sees that.”

Proving his point, Jeremy was pulling fellow teammate and D-Leaguer Steve Novak from the benches and giving him an opportunity to shine as well. “Jeremy always has his eyes up and he’s finding guys,” Novak commented. “He kind of makes it really hard for his [defender] because someone else has to always help. He’s always getting by them. He’s able to really just find guys. We really moved the ball well and guys really trusted me to put the ball in my hands.”
 
The question began to arise: Should D’Antoni start paying more attention to his bench?




 

February 8, 2012

New York Knicks 107, Washington Wizards 93

Showing the Wizards Some New Tricks

Whether Lin grabbed the wrong wand or was chanting incantations backwards, something kept him from coming in strong on his second NBA start. A little time on the bench straightened him out as he rushed back into the half with 10 minutes on the clock, bringing the Knicks from a ten-point deficit to a two-point lead with four assists and six points.

The second half showed more of the same, with Lin, Chandler, and Novak kicking the Wizards back to Hogwarts for summer school as Lin and company ran a 12–2 run. The Knicks came out on top for their third consecutive win with a staggering fourteen-point lead, 107–93.

“We should have kept [Jeremy Lin]. Did not know he was this good,” Morey, coach of the Houston Rockets, Twittered, after the third win. “Anyone who says they knew misleading U.”

In a separate tweet, Morey praised Lin, writing, “Finally, really happy for [Lin]. Very hard working, nice, & humble. He has a great, great future.” The Rockets had traded Jeremy in December, already having three point guards on their roster.

But it didn’t take long before all the attention started taking its toll. “Things are changing so much and everyone wants to talk to me and my family,” Lin said on the Friday before his game against the Lakers. “We’re very low-key people and private people so sometimes it’s a little tough.”
 
That’s not to say that he wasn’t amused by his fans. “I didn’t know that you could turn Lin into so many things because we’ve never done it before. So, me and my family were just laughing last night because I guess we underestimated how creative everyone could be.”
 



 

February 10, 2012

New York Knicks 92, Los Angeles Lakers 85

Making Bigger Splashes

Before going up against the New York Knicks, Kobe Bryant of the Lakers was asked about his personal opinion of Jeremy Lin and the “Linsanity” that had been trending. “What?” he said. “No idea. I know who he is, but I really don’t know what’s going on too much about him. I don’t even know what he’s done. I have no idea what you guys are talking about. I’ll take a look at [the game film] tonight, though.”
 
By the end of the fourth quarter, the Los Angeles Lakers were very aware of who Jeremy Lin was. Stomping out new records, Lin finished up the game with a career high of 38 points, the most scored by any one player against the Lakers since Stephon Marbury in 2005. This set an NBA record of a total of 89 points in the first three career starts of any professional player since the NBA-ABA merger in 1976–77.

The rest of the Knicks were failing to live up to the skills of their former benchwarmer, who accounted for over 57 percent of the final score in points or assists. While he didn’t quite walk on water, Lin had definitely gotten the attention of the league with his performance and landing a 92–85 win against LA.

While their defeat at the hands of the New York Knicks and the Linsanity was received with mixed emotions and levels of acceptance by the Lakers, Metta World Peace, formerly Ron Artest, was full of praise for Jeremy and his abilities on the court. “He’s a good player; it’s really that simple,” said the Laker forward and New York native. “I don’t know how good he is going to be, but he has been playing well over the last four games since he has been starting. That’s the only assessment I can make right now. I thought that the Garden was rocking and it was a great atmosphere. It was great to be a part of the game. I just wish we could have come out with the victory.”
 
Kobe might have been caught off-guard along with the rest of the Lakers, but, after the game, he said, “It just means that we probably haven’t been paying attention. Players playing that well don’t usually come out of nowhere. It seems like they come out of nowhere, but if you can go back and take a look, his skill level was probably there from the beginning. It probably just went unnoticed.”
 



 

February 11, 2012

New York Knicks 100, Minnesota 98

Feeling the Bite

Back-to-back games can be difficult on seasoned veterans and the same principles held true for Lin, proving that the amazing new phenomenon was indeed mortal. Shooting only 8 for 24, it fell to the rest of the Knicks, who came together to pull ahead a win in the last remaining seconds against the Timberwolves.
 
Ricky Rubio proved to be a formidable opponent on the field, keeping close to Lin and managing three steals, half of Lin’s turnovers for the game. The Knicks finished up in the lead with a 100–98 final score, securing their fifth consecutive win, but not without a few scratches to the ego.

But with a 5–0 record since gaining major minutes, life for the Lins continued to change. Jeremy used his time off on the Sunday to watch his younger brother, Joe, play at Hamilton College in New York, where he is a guard. He and his family had attended several such games, but this time the buzz was so big that they had to exit through a side entrance with a police trail. This didn’t stop Jeremy from cheering on his little brother, but further accentuated the price of popularity and the simple satisfactions sacrificed by its gain.
 
When named Eastern Conference Player of the week, Lin said, “It’s a lot right now, but I think I’m getting used to it a little more. I’m obviously spending as much time with my family and them constantly giving me advice and keeping me grounded and helping me with the whole transition. The important thing for me is where faith comes in and to understand that, just because I had a couple of good games, it can’t change who I am. I don’t really care how long this lasts, as long as we win, to be honest. That’s what we’re talking about on this end. I’m not really too worried about anything but tomorrow’s game.”
 



 

February 14, 2012

New York Knicks 90, Toronto Raptors 87

Raptors are Pack Hunters

Five wins in eight days certainly turned heads, especially following a disappointing season. So, when the Knicks stepped up against the Raptors, it was little surprise that the Raptors were all over Lin, sometimes double-teaming him. Efforts paid off, to some degree, with a whopping sixteen turnovers, eight from Lin himself.
 
Meanwhile, Amar’e Stoudemire had returned from his leave due to his family’s tragedy. Many enthusiasts expected a wonderful mesh between Lin and Amar’e, but were left wondering after the first half, when Amar’e seemed a bit stiff. However, during the second half, he came back to finish the game with 21 points and nine rebounds.

With only a minute left in the game and the Knicks trailing by three, Jeremy went “Lin-osaurus,” knocking back a layup and a free throw to tie it, and then nailed a three-pointer with half a second left on the clock. Lin landed the winning shot in the nick of time, walking away from win number six, with 90–87 still glowing on the scoreboard, certainly a great big Happy “Va-Lin-tine’s” Day treat for all the fans.

As “Lin-sanity” grew, Lin’s jersey topped NBA sales a mere eleven days after his first big win against the Nets. Suddenly more Asian and Chinese stations were requesting game coverage, drawing more and more international attention to the Knicks.

Keith Smart, who coached Lin during his days with the Golden State Warriors, was questioned about Jeremy Lin. He spoke about him as if he was his own point guard. “You hear people talk about, ’Be more physical with him.” What does he do? He just gets up and plays. He gets banged around; he’s falling on the floor. I would see that in practice. Our guys were real physical with him. Every day in practice, he’s playing against Steph Curry, Monta Ellis, Reggie Williams and Acie Law. These guys really challenged him.

“[Former Knick] David Lee, of course, would be real physical with him,” Smart said, “going to the basket. The kid would just get up off the floor and play. So, if you try to be physical with him, you think that’s going to rattle him? It doesn’t. He just has a drive that is incredible. You hope all your young players understand that. He’s on his way for a lifetime career now because he’s managing to master playing basketball in the mecca of basketball. He’s playing very well.”
 



 

February 15, 2012

New York Knicks 100, Sacramento Kings 85

Tossing the Crown

The revolution continued into the fifteenth of February, when the Knicks took on the Kings. At first glance, it looked like “Lin-sanity” was at an end. Jeremy Lin, who had been hitting at least twenty points a game, finished up with only ten. But a closer look revealed his thirteen assists, a new career high.

While their defense hadn’t been as heavy the past few games, the Kings weren’t given the royal treatment, held back at 17 points in the first quarter while the Knicks racked up 25. The race ended there; the Kings never caught up. A great defense combined with Lin’s driving and passing capabilities took the castle with a massive 100–85 win, marking the seventh in a row.

After pulling the Knicks out of their slump, it seemed only fitting that Jeremy Lin would go on to solve other problems. While he might not be out ministering to orphans on mission work like Tim Tebow, one of his openly claimed sources of inspiration, he was key in settling a dispute between Time Warner Cable and Madison Square Garden, Inc., finally bringing the games back to some two million fans in New York.

Glen Grunwald, interim General Manager for the Knicks had positive words to share about Jeremy, admitting that he was on board with “Lin-sanity.” “Just his ability to meet the challenge — you can see him rising to the occasion for one game, but to do it on a consistent basis and really meet the challenge — that’s really been the astounding part of it. Now, teams are looking to stop him and he still has been very successful. His competitive spirit and his team leadership and his ability to deal with what is presented to him in a game as a young player is very impressive.”
 



 

February 17, 2012

New York Knicks 85, New Orleans Hornets 89

Getting Stung

When a famous Knicks fan, Spike Lee, showed up to the game, he proudly donned Jeremy Lin’s high school jersey. Spike Lee had been a big advocate of Lin-sanity, even going so far as to put boxer Floyd Mayweather in his place after the Raptors game by tweeting, “Floyd Mayweather I Hope You watched Jeremy Hit The Gamewinning 3 Pointer with .005 Seconds Left. Our Guy Can BALL PLAIN AND SIMPLE. RECOGNIZE”, and later, “‘Jeremy Lin only gets credit for that game winning 3 cause he’s an Asian’ – Floyd Mayweather FUNNY!”. Mayweather had been discrediting Lin’s rise to fame as attributable to nothing more than the fact that he was Asian-American. Mayweather went on to tweet to the world that Jeremy Lin did nothing more than any other basketball player had. Sadly, this isn’t the only racial controversy that Lin has been forced to face.

After the Knicks’ 89–85 loss to the Hornets, one writer used the play on words, “Chink in the armor,” as a racial reference. This occurred not only in a broadcast, but also as an ESPN headline! A Foxsports writer went on to tweet, “Some lucky lady is going to feel a couple inches of pain tonight,” in response to a later Knicks victory. Even when not attempting to be blatantly crass, the thoughtless racism still occurs. The Madison Square Garden Network even flashed a photo of Lin superimposed onto a fortune cookie.
 
Even the loss to the Hornets instead of what should have been an easy win, however, had a silver lining. Lin was asked if it was good to get the loss out of the way.

“I don’t think this is good, because I hate losing,” Lin said, but then added, “In terms of everything dying down a little bit, I think from that end it may help me. It may help the team a little bit in terms of just having everything off the court cool down.”
 



 

February 19, 2012

New York Knicks 104, Dallas Mavericks 97

Firing All Cylinders

There were few hopes for the Knicks as they approached the court against the Dallas Mavericks, one of the best teams in the league. But, by the time the halftime buzzer rang loud and clear, doubts were starting to drift. Newcomer J.R. Smith was proving his worth with three consecutive three-pointers in just three minutes. Perhaps the most exciting news for Knicks fans at the half, however, was the number of turnovers from Jeremy Lin. There weren’t any.

The Mavericks powered through the third quarter, dominating the scoreboard. When the fourth quarter came around, Lin and Novak teamed up once more and hit the court, guns blazing. By the time the smoke cleared, the Knicks had walked away with a major win in their pocket, vaulting over the Maverick’s lead to end it all with a score of 104–97.
 
For Jeremy, five steals, fourteen assists (a career high) and 28 points were enough to insure that “Lin-sanity” would continue to live on well past its fifteen minutes of fame — whether he liked it or not.




 

Post-Game Chatter – The Future

Jeremy Lin’s entire basketball career has been a rollercoaster ride from nobody to star and back again. As he has said himself, “You can fall as fast as you rise.” But, what about the buzz around the Web? “Super Lin-tendo” may not be the top trend that it was a few days prior to the completion of this book on February 22, 2012, but does that mean the world is leaving “Lin-sanity” behind, alongside sneaker pumps and snap-bracelets? Not if the fans have anything to say about it. Even if some of the heat is dwindling in America (much to the relief of the NBA’s latest pride), the flame is hotter than ever overseas. China has caught “Lin-sanity” in a huge way, but in a fashion in which even Jeremy Lin himself seems comfortable.
 
With an amazing breakout performance that continues to dazzle through the remainder of the season, it’s safe to say that Jeremy Lin and his fellow Knicks are going to be pleasing fans in the Garden for a good while. Despite his undrafted rookie status, Jeremy Lin stands undaunted in the face of professional players, fueled by adrenaline and pure love of the game.




 



	Statistics

	(to view the statistics, you may need to rotate your device horizontally)







College
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Transactions

July 21, 2010: Signed as a free agent with the Golden State Warriors.

December 9, 2011: Waived by the Golden State Warriors.

December 12, 2011: Signed as a free agent with the Houston Rockets.

December 27, 2011: Signed as a free agent with the New York Knicks.



D-League
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NBA



Golden State Warriors

Salary

$473,604



2010-11 Game Log
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New York Knicks

Salary

$762,195



2011-12 Game Log
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To learn about another NBA star point guard, Ricky Rubio of the Minnesota Timberwolves, click here.
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