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Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write a short essay entitled The Impact of the Internet on Interpersonal Communication. Your essay should start with a brief description of the picture. You should write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words. Write your essay on Answer Sheet 1.
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  The Impact of the Internet on Interpersonal Communication
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Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) The injury will confine Anna to bed for quite a while.

  B) The serious accident may leave Anna paralyzed.

  C) The man happened to see Anna fall on her back.

  D) The doctor's therapy has been very successful.


  2. A) The man could watch the ballet with her.

  B) Her schedule conflicts with her sister's.

  C) She happened to have bought two tickets.

  D) She can get a ballet ticket for the man.


  3. A) He will send someone right away.

  B) He has to do other repairs first.

  C) The woman can try to fix it herself.

  D) The woman can call later that day.


  4. A) Borrow some money from the woman.

  B) Give his contribution some time later.

  C) Take up a collection next week.

  D) Buy an expensive gift for Gemma.


  5. A) Add more fruits and vegetables to her diet.

  B) Ask Tony to convey thanks to his mother.

  C) Decline the invitation as early as possible.

  D) Tell Tony's mother that she eats no meat.


  6. A) The increasing crime rate.

  B) The circulation of newspapers.

  C) The coverage of newspapers.

  D) The impact of mass media.


  7. A) Move the conference to a more spacious place.

  B) Limit the number of participants in the conference.

  C) Check the number of people who have registered.

  D) Provide people with advice on career development.


  8. A) The apartment is still available.

  B) The advertisement is outdated.

  C) On-campus housing is hard to secure.

  D) The apartment is close to the campus.


  Questions 9 to 11 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) To test how responsive dolphins are to various signals.

  B) To see if dolphins can learn to communicate with each other.

  C) To examine how long it takes dolphins to acquire a skill.

  D) To find out if the female dolphin is cleverer than the male one.


  10. A) Raise their heads above the water.

  B) Swim straight into the same tank.

  C) Press the right-hand lever first.

  D) Produce the appropriate sound.


  11. A) Both dolphins were put in the same tank.

  B) The male dolphin received more rewards.

  C) Only one dolphin was able to see the light.

  D) The lever was beyond the dolphins' reach.


  Questions 12 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  12. A) In a resort town.

  B) In a lecture room.

  C) On a cattle farm.

  D) In a botanical garden.


  13. A) It is an ideal place for people to retire to.

  B) It has kept many traditions from Victorian times.

  C) It is at the centre of the fashion industry.

  D) It remains very attractive with its mineral waters.


  14. A) It is located in the eastern part of Harrogate.

  B) It will be used as a centre for athletic training.

  C) It was named after a land owner in the old days.

  D) It is protected as parkland by a special law.


  15. A) The beautiful flowers.

  B) The vast grassland.

  C) The refreshing air.

  D) The mineral waters.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 19 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) He provides counseling for university students.

  B) He teaches psychology at Ohio State University.

  C) He specializes in interpersonal relationships.

  D) He has experience tutoring black students.


  17. A) Students who scored low on standardized tests.

  B) Students who are accustomed to living in dorms.

  C) Black students from families with low incomes.

  D) Black freshmen with high standardized test scores.


  18. A) They generally spent more time together than white pairs.

  B) They moved out of the college dorms at the end of the semester.

  C) They were more appreciative of the university's housing policy.

  D) They broke up more often than same-race roommates.


  19. A) Their test scores rose gradually.

  B) They started doing similar activities.

  C) They grew bored of each other.

  D) Their racial attitudes improved.


  Passage Two


  Questions 20 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  20. A) It can help solve global food crises.

  B) It will change the concept of food.

  C) It has attracted worldwide attention.

  D) It will become popular gradually.


  21. A) It has been drastically cut by NASA.

  B) It comes regularly from its donors.

  C) It has been increased over the years.

  D) It is still far from being sufficient.


  22. A) They are not as natural as we believed.

  B) They are less healthy than we expected.

  C) They are more nutritious and delicious.

  D) They are not as expensive as before.


  Passage Three


  Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  23. A) He is a habitual criminal.

  B) He was wrongly imprisoned.

  C) He was accused of family violence.

  D) He has bitter memories of childhood.


  24. A) The evidence found at the crime scene.

  B) The jury's prejudice against his race.

  C) The two victims' identification.

  D) The testimony of his two friends.


  25. A) Eyewitnesses are often misled by the lawyer's questions.

  B) Frightened victims can rarely make correct identification.

  C) Many factors influence the accuracy of witness testimony.

  D) The US judicial system has much room for improvement.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  About 700,000 children in Mexico dropped out of school last year as recession-stricken families pushed kids to work, and a weak economic recovery will allow only a (26) __________ in the drop-out rate in 2010, a top education (27) __________ said.


  Mexico's economy suffered more than any other in Latin America last year, (28) __________ an estimated 7 percent due to a (29) __________ in U.S. demand for Mexican exports such as cars.


  The (30) __________ led to a 4 percent increase in the number of kids who left (31) __________ in 2009, said Juan de Dios Castro, who (32) __________ the nation's adult education program and keeps a close watch on drop-out rates.


  “(33) __________ rose and that is a factor that makes our job more difficult,” Castro told Reuters in an interview earlier this month.


  Hindered by higher taxes and weak demand for its exports, Mexico's economy is seen only (34) __________ this year. As a result, drop-out rates will not improve much, Castro said. “There will be some improvement, but not significant,” Castro said.


  Mexico has (35) __________ had high drop-out rates as poor families pull kids out of school to help put food on the table. And children often sell candy and crafts in the streets or work in restaurants.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  In face of global warming, much effort has been 　36　 on reducing greenhouse gas emissions through a variety of strategies. But while much of the research and innovation has concentrated on finding less-polluting energy 　37　, it may be decades before clean technologies like wind and solar meet a 　38　 portion of our energy needs.


  In the meantime, the amount of CO2 in the air is rapidly approaching the limits proposed by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). “As long as we're consuming fossil fuels, we're putting out CO2,” says Klaus Lackner, a geophysicist at Columbia University. “We cannot let the CO2 in the atmosphere rise 　39　.”


  That 　40　 of urgency has increased interest in 　41　 and storing CO2, which the IPCC says could provide the more than 50% reduction in emissions thought needed to reduce global warming. “We see the potential for capture and storage to play an integral role in reducing emissions,” says Kim Corley, Shell's senior advisor of CO2 and 　42　 affairs. That forward thinking strategy is gaining support.


  But what do you do with the gas once you've captured it? One option is to put it to new uses. Dakota Gasification of North Dakota captures CO2 at a plant that 　43　 coal into synthetic natural gas. It then ships the gas 200 miles by pipeline to Canada, where it is pumped 　44　 in oil recovery operations.


  However, scientists say that the scale of CO2 emissions will require vast amounts of long-term storage. Some 　45　 storing the CO2 in coal mines or liquid storage in the ocean.


  
    A) converts

    B) alternatives

    C) played

    D) significant

    E) sense

    F) focused

    G) indefinitely

    H) underground

    I) understanding

    J) takes

    K) capturing

    L) environmental

    M) important

    N) regularly

    O) propose

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  Teens' Secret Lives Online


  A) Celina McPhail's mom wouldn't let her have a Facebook account. The 12-year-old is on Instagram instead. Her mother, Maria McPhail, agreed to let her download the app （应用软件） onto her iPod Touch, because she thought she was fostering an interest in photography. But Ms. McPhail, of Austin, Texas, has learned that Celina and her friends mostly use the service to post Photoshopped photo-jokes and text messages they create on another free app called Versagram. When kids can't get on Facebook, “they're good at finding ways around that,” she says.


  B) It's harder than ever to keep an eye on the children. Many parents limit their preteens' access to well-known sites like Facebook and monitor what their children do online. But with kids constantly seeking new places to connect—preferably, unsupervised by their families—most parents are learning how difficult it is to prevent their kids from interacting with social media.


  C) Children are using technology at ever-younger ages. About 15% of kids under the age of 11 have their own mobile phone, according to eMarketer. The Pew Research Center's Internet & American Life Project reported last summer that 16% of kids aged from 12 to 17 who are online used Twitter, double the number from two years earlier.


  D) Parents worry about the risks of online predators and bullying, and there are other concerns. Kids are creating permanent public records, and they may encounter excessive or inappropriate advertising. Yet many parents also believe it is in their kids' interest to be expert in technology.


  E) As families grapple with how to use social media safely, many marketers are working to create social networks and other interactive applications for kids that parents will approve. Some go even further, seeing themselves as providing a crucial education in online literacy—“training wheels for social media”, as Rebecca Levey, founder of social media site KidzVuz puts it.


  F) Last week, 20 companies pitched online and mobile products for kids in Pasadena, Calif., at the 6th annual Digital Kids Conference. This summer, Microsoft and Scholastic will help sponsor the first Digital Family Summit in Philadelphia. Scholastic will preview a new version of Storia, an interactive e-reading application aimed at kids ages 3 to 14. “As kids migrate more to devices, we don't want to be left out,” says Deborah Forte, president of Scholastic Media.


  G) “Digital media is a great thing for kids; even a 12-year-old can have a personal brand,” says Stephanie Schwab, the founder of the Digital Family convention. Her 3-year-old uses an iPad every day. When Ms. Schwab recently wondered out loud what the weather was like, her son responded, “Ask Siri.”


  H) KidzVuz is a social media start-up aimed at teaching kids how to create content at an early age. Kids create a profile with a handle (say, “GossipGirl”) but no name, and parents have to approve the account. Kids then create video reviews of books, films, food and clothes. There is no private messaging, and comments are actively monitored for nastiness. The site was launched by two technologically active mothers in New York City. One co-founder, Ms. Levey, says the idea is to create a safe place for children to learn how to communicate effectively and politely on a medium that will be key to their social, academic and economic lives.


  I) Faith King, a 9-year-old third grader in RedBank, N.J., says since she started posting video reviews to KidzVuz, she has learned important lessons of film production. “You need to make sure the lights are on so people can see you,” she says. She also has learned to focus on interesting contents. “Don't review a dictionary,” she advises. Her mother, Cristie Ritz-King, says her daughter's love of the site has prompted many conversations about the importance of being skeptical about strangers online and questioning the accuracy of information. She wants her daughter to learn early on to be agile （机敏的） with social media. “It's never going away,” she says.


  J) The University of Southern California's Annenberg Innovation Lab has created Playground, a social platform for school-age students. The idea is for kids to learn how to create Internet content—and to consider the implications of privacy, the permanence of a Web footprint, the basics of brand building and a little about online manners. Educators need to teach Internet literacy at an early age, says Erin Reilly, Playground's creator. “Kids are always going to find a back door for communication and collaboration,” she says.


  K) Along with established social sites for kids, such as Walt Disney Co.'s Club Penguin, kids are flocking to newer sites such as FashionPlaytes.com, a meeting place aimed at girls' ages 5 to 12 who are interested in designing clothes, and Everloop, a social network for kids under the age of 13. Viddy, a video-sharing site which functions similarly to Instagram, is becoming more popular with kids and teenagers as well.


  L) Some kids do join YouTube, Google, Facebook, Tumblr and Twitter, despite policies meant to bar kids under 13. These sites require that users enter their date of birth upon signing up, and they must be at least 13 years old. Apple—which requires an account to download apps like Instagram to an iPhone—has the same requirement. But there is little to bar kids from entering a false date of birth or getting an adult to set up an account. Instagram declined to comment.


  M) “If we learn that someone is not old enough to have a Google account, or we receive a report, we will investigate and take the appropriate action,” says Google spokesman Jay Nancarrow. He adds that users first have a chance to demonstrate that they meet our age requirements. If they don't, we will close the account. Facebook and most other sites have similar policies.


  N) Still, some children establish public identities on social media networks like YouTube and Facebook with their parents' permission. Autumn Miller, a 10-year-old from Southern California, has nearly 6,000 people following her Facebook fan-page postings （博文）, which include links to videos of her in makeup and costumes, dancing Laker-Girl style. Autie's Freestyle Friday Dance Channel on YouTube has nearly 13,000 subscribers and hosts 39 videos that have logged in excess of 3.5 million views.


  O) Facebook's “fan pages”—in which brands can establish a Facebook presence and those who “like” the brand can see its postings—are supposed to be managed by someone of appropriate age to have a profile page, according to Andrew Noyes, Facebook's manager of public policy communications. Autie's father Mr. Miller confirmed that his daughter mostly succeeds in overseeing her own fan page with parental supervision.


  P) But many parents and children find themselves in an evasive （躲躲闪闪的） dance online. Alexa Ashley's mother, Lisa, allowed her on Facebook at 13—then took the account away. When she learned that her daughter, now 14, had an Instagram account and wanted to check it out, Alexa bristled at her mother's interest. Alexa says she doesn't mind being barred from Facebook—where her grandmother's comments embarrassed her. She is sticking with Instagram for now.


  46. In spite of all kinds of concerns, many parents still think it is good for their kids to be skilled in internet technology.


  47. The more electronic devices are being used by children, the more markets the internet companies are longing to occupy.


  48. Maria McPhail allowed her 12-year-old daughter to download the app of Instagram because she believed her daughter was interested in photography.


  49. Parents' watch and control can help children manage their own fan pages.


  50. Despite the age limitations, some kids fake their birthdates to open an online account.


  51. Being skeptical about strangers online and questioning the accuracy of information are very important.


  52. No kids can send or receive private messages on KidzVuz and their reviews are under severe control.


  53. Proper measures will be adopted by Google if its users are not old enough to have Google accounts.


  54. When Ms. Schwab asked about the weather conditions, her son advised her to seek help from Siri.


  55. Under the permission of parents, some children create public accounts on social media networks such as YouTube and Facebook.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  As anyone who has tried to lose weight knows, realistic goal-setting generally produces the best results. That's partially because it appears people who set realistic goals actually work more efficiently, and exert more effort, to achieve those goals.


  What's far less understood by scientists, however, are the potentially harmful effects of goal-setting.


  Newspapers relay daily accounts of goal-setting prevalent in industries and businesses up and down both Wall Street and Main Street, yet there has been surprisingly little research on how the long-trumpeted practice of setting goals may have contributed to the current economic crisis, and unethical （不道德的） behavior in general.


  “Goals are widely used and promoted as having really beneficial effects. And yet, the same motivation that can push people to exert more effort in a constructive way could also motivate people to be more likely to engage in unethical behaviors,” says Maurice Schweitzer, an associate professor at Penn's Wharton School.


  “It turns out there's no economic benefit to just having a goal—you just get a psychological benefit.” Schweitzer says, “But in many cases, goals have economic rewards that make them more powerful.”


  A prime example Schweitzer and his colleagues cite is the 2004 collapse of energy-trading giant Enron, where managers used financial incentives to motivate salesmen to meet specific revenue goals. The problem, Schweitzer says, is the actual trades were not profitable.


  Other studies have shown that saddling employees with unrealistic goals can compel them to lie, cheat or steal. Such was the case in the early 1990s when Sears imposed a sales quota on its auto repair staff. It prompted employees to overcharge for work and to complete unnecessary repairs on a companywide basis.


  Schweitzer concedes his research runs counter to a very large body of literature that commends the many benefits of goal-setting. Advocates of the practice have taken issue with his team's use of such evidence as news accounts to support his conclusion that goal-setting is widely over-prescribed.


  In a rebuttal （反驳） paper, Dr. Edwin Locke writes: “Goal-setting is not going away. Organizations cannot thrive without being focused on their desired end results any more than an individual can thrive without goals to provide a sense of purpose.”


  But Schweitzer contends the “mounting causal evidence” linking goal-setting and harmful behavior should be studied to help spotlight issues that merit caution and further investigation. “Even a few negative effects could be so large that they outweigh many positive effects,” he says.


  “Goal-setting does help coordinate and motivate people. My idea would be to combine that with careful oversight, a strong organizational culture, and make sure the goals that you use are going to be constructive and not significantly harm the organization,” Schweitzer says.


  56. What message does the author try to convey about goal-setting?


  A) Its role has been largely underestimated.

  B) The goals most people set are unrealistic.

  C) The goals increase people's work efficiency.

  D) Its negative effects have long been neglected.


  57. What does Maurice Schweitzer want to show by citing the example of Enron?


  A) Financial incentives ensure companies meet specific revenue goals.

  B) Setting realistic goals can turn a failing business into success.

  C) Goals with financial rewards have strong motivational power.

  D) Businesses are less likely to succeed without setting realistic goals.


  58. How did Sears' goal-setting affect its employees?


  A) They resorted to unethical practice to meet their sales quota.

  B) They improved their customer service on a companywide basis.

  C) They were obliged to work more hours to increase their sales.

  D) They competed with one another to attract more customers.


  59. What do advocates of goal-setting think of Schweitzer's research?


  A) It exaggerates the side effects of goal-setting.

  B) Its conclusion is not based on solid scientific evidence.

  C) It runs counter to the existing literature on the subject.

  D) Its findings are not of much practical value.


  60. What is Schweitzer's contention against Edwin Locke?


  A) Goal-setting has become too deep-rooted in corporate culture.

  B) Studying goal-setting can throw more light on successful business practices.

  C) The link between goal-setting and harmful behavior deserves further study.

  D) The positive effects of goal-setting outweigh its negative effects.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  For most of the 20th century, Asia asked itself what it could learn from the modern, innovating West. Now the question must be reversed: what can the West's overly indebted and sluggish （经济滞长的） nations learn from a flourishing Asia?


  Just a few decades ago, Asia's two giants were stagnating （停滞不前） under faulty economic ideologies. However, once China began embracing free-market reforms in the 1980s, followed by India in the 1990s, both countries achieved rapid growth. Crucially, as they opened up their markets, they balanced market economy with sensible government direction. As the Indian economist Amartya Sen has wisely said, “The invisible hand of the market has often relied heavily on the visible hand of government.”


  Contrast this middle path with America and Europe, which have each gone ideologically overboard in their own ways. Since the 1980s, America has been increasingly clinging to the ideology of uncontrolled free markets and dismissing the role of government—following Ronald Reagan's idea that “government is not the solution to our problem; government is the problem.” Of course, when the markets came crashing down in 2007, it was decisive government intervention that saved the day. Despite this fact, many Americans are still strongly opposed to “big government.”


  If Americans could only free themselves from their antigovernment doctrine, they would begin to see that America's problems are not insoluble. A few sensible federal measures could put the country back on the right path. A simple consumption tax of, say, 5% would significantly reduce the country's huge government deficit without damaging productivity. A small gasoline tax would help free America from its dependence on oil imports and create incentives for green energy development. In the same way, a significant reduction of wasteful agricultural subsidies could also lower the deficit. But in order to take advantage of these common-sense solutions, Americans will have to put aside their own attachment to the idea of smaller government and less regulation. American politicians will have to develop the courage to follow what is taught in all American public-policy schools: that there are good taxes and bad taxes. Asian countries have embraced this wisdom, and have built sound long-term fiscal （财政的） policies as a result.


  Meanwhile, Europe has fallen prey to a different ideological trap: the belief that European governments would always have infinite resources and could continue borrowing as if there were no tomorrow. Unlike the Americans, who felt that the markets knew best, the Europeans failed to anticipate how the markets would react to their endless borrowing. Today, the European Union is creating a $580 billion fund to ward off sovereign collapse. This will buy the EU time, but it will not solve the bloc's larger problem.


  61. What has contributed to the rapid economic growth in China and India?


  A) Copying western-style economic behavior.

  B) Timely reform of government at all levels.

  C) Free market plus government intervention.

  D) Heavy reliance on the hand of government.


  62. What does Ronald Reagan mean by saying “government is the problem” (Line 4, Para. 3)?


  A) Many social ills are caused by wrong government policies.

  B) Many social problems arise from government inefficiency.

  C) Government action is key to solving economic problems.

  D) Government regulation hinders economic development.


  63. What stopped the American economy from collapsing in 2007?


  A) Abandonment of big government by the public.

  B) Self-regulatory repair mechanisms of the free market.

  C) Effective measures adopted by the government.

  D) Cooperation between the government and businesses.


  64. What is the author's suggestion to the American public in face of the government deficit?


  A) They give up the idea of smaller government and less regulation.

  B) They develop green energy to avoid dependence on oil import.

  C) They urge the government to revise its existing public policies.

  D) They put up with the inevitable sharp increase of different taxes.


  65. What's the problem with the European Union?


  A) Conservative ideology.

  B) Shrinking market.

  C) Lack of resources.

  D) Excessive borrowing.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  《孙子兵法》（The Art of War）是中国古代最重要的一部军事著作之一，是我国优秀传统文化的重要组成部分。孙子（Sun Tzu），即该书作者，在书中揭示的一系列具有普遍意义的军事规律，不仅受到军事家们的推崇，还在经济领域、领导艺术、人生追求甚至家庭关系等诸多方面，具有广泛的指导作用。《孙子兵法》中的许多名言警句（epigram），富有哲理，意义深远，在国内外广为流传。如今，《孙子兵法》已经被翻译成多种语言，在世界军事史上也具有重要的地位。


2012年6月大学英语六级考试真题精析


  


Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  The Impact of the Internet on Interpersonal Communication


  As is depicted in the picture, a father is talking to his daughter. The father asks her how school was that day and the daughter just tells him to check it out on her blog, instead of giving a direct answer. Funny as it may seem, this conversation reveals that the Internet nowadays is influencing the traditional face-to-face communication.


  So what is the impact of the Internet on interpersonal communication? Just as a coin has two sides, the Internet is no exception. For one thing, it brings great convenience to communication between people. It, to some extent, enables people to break through the barrier of distance and helps them strengthen their social network. With the Internet, people can keep in touch with each other wherever and whenever via blog, e-mail, instant messenger, virtual community and so on. For another, overdependence on the Internet can make people more and more indifferent to each other in real life, and gradually their communication skills may be impaired. Worse still, some addicted to the virtual world even become alienated and have much difficulty getting along with people around.


  In conclusion, Internet communication is a sword with two blades. We should make use of its advantages and avoid its drawbacks.


  【译文】


  正如图片中所描绘的，一位父亲正在和他的女儿交谈。父亲问她一天的学习生活如何，女儿并没有直接回答父亲，而是让他查看自己的博客。对话看似好笑，却反映出当前互联网正在影响人们传统的、面对面的交流方式。


  那么互联网对人际交流产生了什么影响呢？凡事都有利弊两面，互联网也不例外。一方面，它给人们的交流带来了极大的便利。从某种程度上说，它打破了距离的障碍，帮助人们巩固了社交网。有了互联网，人们可以通过博客、电子邮件、即时通讯软件、虚拟社区等方式，随时随地取得联系，进行即时交流。另一方面，过度依赖网络会使人们在现实生活中变得越来越冷漠，他们的沟通能力可能会日益退化。更糟糕的是，一些对虚拟世界上瘾的人会把自己完全孤立起来，无法与身边的人和睦相处。


  总之，网络交流是一把双刃剑。我们应该利用其优点并避免其弊端。


  【要点用法】


  check out 查看

  instead of 而不是

  be no exception 不例外

  for one thing... for another... 一方面……另一方面……

  bring convenience to 给……带来便利

  to some extent 在某种程度上

  break through 打破，冲破

  keep in touch with 和……保持联系

  worse still 更糟糕的是

  have difficulty (in) doing 在做某事方面有困难

  in conclusion 总之，最后

  make use of 利用


  【句法点评】


  1. As is depicted in the picture, a father is talking to his daughter.


  非限制性定语从句开篇，简要概括图片内容。


  2. Funny as it may seem, this conversation reveals that the Internet nowadays is influencing the traditional face-to-face communication.


  让步状语从句采用倒装句式，随后点明本文主旨。


  3. So what is the impact of the Internet on interpersonal communication?


  主体段首句采用设问句式，承上启下。


  4. Just as a coin has two sides, the Internet is no exception.


  类比写法，增强论证力度。


  5. For one thing, it brings great convenience to communication between people.


  从正面影响的角度论述，总述句简明扼要。


  6. For another, overdependence on the Internet can make people more and more indifferent to each other in real life, and gradually their communication skills may be impaired.


  从负面影响的角度论述，主动语态与被动语态相结合，句式灵活多样。


  7. Worse still, some addicted to the virtual world even become alienated and have much difficulty getting along with people around.


  状语前置，更进一步论述负面影响。


  8. In conclusion, Internet communication is a sword with two blades.


  总结全文，重申个人观点。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. A


  
    W: Did you hear that Anna needs to stay in bed for 4 weeks?


    M: Yeah. She injured her spine in a fall and the doctor told her to lie flat on her back for a month so it can mend.


    Q: What can we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 三项中提到了Anna，说明对话与Anna有关。


  2. 由选项中的the injury、the serious accident和see Anna fall可知，对话双方可能在谈论Anna受伤的情况。


  结论：对话很可能围绕Anna的伤情展开。


  【解析】从对话中可知，Anna摔倒导致脊椎受伤，医生让其卧床休息一个月，故选A。其中quite a while是对话中4 weeks和a month的同义转述。confine意为“（因病）卧床”。


  2. D


  
    M: A famous Russian ballet is coming to town next weekend. But I can't find a ticket anywhere.


    W: Don't be upset. My sister just happened to have one and she can't go since she has got some sort of conflict in her schedule.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项提到了ballet，对话可能与芭蕾舞演出有关。


  2. 两项提到了门票（tickets, ticket），对话可能涉及演出门票。


  结论：对话可能会围绕芭蕾舞演出或门票展开。


  【解析】男士说一个著名的俄罗斯芭蕾舞团下周末会来镇上演出，但他怎么也买不到门票。女士告诉男士不要沮丧，她姐姐碰巧有张票，但姐姐因为时间安排上有冲突没法去看演出了，言下之意就是女士可以把她姐姐的票让给男士，故选D。


  3. B


  
    W: Hello, my bathroom drain is blocked and I'm giving a party tonight. Do you think you could come and fix it for me?


    M: Sorry, ma'am. I'm pretty busy right now. But I can put you on my list.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】两项提到修理（repairs, fix），对话可能涉及修理某物品。


  【解析】女士家的浴室下水道堵了，而且她今晚要举办一场聚会，于是打电话问男士能否过来修。男士回答说他现在很忙，不过他会把女士的报修列在工作安排表里。由此可知男士是维修工，而且他现在手头上有其他的维修工作要先做，故选B。


  4. B


  
    W: We're taking up a collection to buy a gift for Gemma. She'll have been with the company 25 years next week.


    M: Well, count me in. But I'm a bit short on cash now. When do you need it?


    Q: What is the man going to do?

  


  【听前预测】四项均以动词原形开头，由此可知本题考查某人将要做什么。听音重点为borrow some money、give his contribution、take up a collection和buy a...gift。


  【解析】女士说到下星期杰玛在公司工作就满25年了，大家正凑钱想为她买个礼物。男士说他也要加入，但是他现在手头缺现金，并问女士什么时候交钱，言下之意是自己会晚点交钱，故选B。contribution在此意为“捐钱，份子钱”。


  5. D


  
    W: Tony's mother has invited me to dinner. Do you think I should tell her in advance that I'm a vegetarian?


    M: Of course. I think she'd appreciate it. Imagine how you both feel if she fixed the turkey dinner or some-thing.


    Q: What does the man suggest the woman do?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项都以动词原形开头，可知本题考查某人将要做某事。


  2. 两项内容与饮食有关（fruits and vegetables, diet, eats no meat）。


  3. 两项提到了Tony的母亲（his mother, Tony's mother）。


  结论：对话考查某人将要做某事，可能提到了托尼的母亲，并可能与饮食有关。


  【解析】托尼的母亲邀请女士一同就餐，女士询问男士是否应该提前告诉她自己是素食主义者。男士认为应该如此，而且他觉得托尼的母亲会因此感激女士，故选D。选项中的eats no meat是对话中vegetarian的同义转述。


  6. C


  
    M: Just look at this newspaper. Nothing but robbery, suicide and murder. Do you still believe people are basically good?


    W: Of course. But many papers lack interest in reporting something positive like peace, love and generosity.


    Q: What are the speakers talking about?

  


  【听前预测】两项提到newspapers，一项提到大众媒体（mass media），可知对话与传播媒介有关。


  【解析】男士说报纸上报道的都是抢劫、自杀和谋杀，问女士是否还相信人性本善。女士回答说她仍然相信，但是现在很多报纸都没有兴趣报道和平、关爱和慷慨等积极正面的事件，可见两人谈论的是报纸上报道的内容，故选C。


  7. B


  
    M: I can't believe so many people want to sign up for the Career Development Conference. We'll have to limit the registration.


    W: Yeah, otherwise we won't have room for them all.


    Q: What are the speakers going to do?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项提到了the conference，对话可能与某个会议有关。


  2. 两项与人数有关（the number of participants, the number of people）。


  结论：对话可能围绕某个会议展开，内容可能与人数有关。


  【解析】男士说真不敢相信有这么多人想要报名参加职业发展会议，他们将不得不限制报名人数。女士表示赞同，说否则就没有足够的空间接纳与会人士了，故选B。考生只要听清楚男士说的limit the registration和女士的肯定回答即可选出正确答案。


  8. A


  
    W: Hi, I'm calling about the ad for the one-bedroom apartment.


    M: Perfect timing! The person who was supposed to rent it just backed out to take a room on campus.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 三项与住所有关（apartment, on-campus housing），可知对话与住所有关。


  2. 两项含有campus（on-campus, campus）。


  结论：对话与住所有关，可能提到了校内宿舍。


  【解析】女士打电话是因为看到了公寓招租的广告。男士告诉女士，她的电话打得正是时候，因为本来要租房子的人反悔了，要去住校内宿舍，言下之意是这间公寓可租给她，故选A。


  Conversation One


  W: One of the most interesting experiments with dolphins must be one done by Doctor Jarvis Bastian. ［9］What he tried to do was to teach a male dolphin called Buss and a female called Doris to communicate with each other across a solid barrier.


  M: So how did he do it exactly?


  W: Well, first of all, he kept the two dolphins together in the same tank and taught them to press levers whenever they saw a light. The levers were fitted to the side of the tank next to each other. ［10］If the light flashed on and off several times, the dolphins were supposed to press the left-hand lever followed by the right-hand one. If the light was kept steady, the dolphins were supposed to press the levers in reverse order. Whenever they responded correctly, they were rewarded with fish.


  M: Sounds terribly complicated.


  W: Well, that was the first stage. In the second stage, Doctor Bastian separated the dolphins into two tanks. They could still hear one another, but they couldn't actually see each other. The levers and the light were set up in exactly the same way except that ［11］this time it was only Doris who could see the light indicating which lever to press first. But in order to get their fish, both dolphins had to press the levers in the correct order. This meant of course that Doris had to tell Buss whether it was a flashing light or whether it was a steady light.


  M: So did it work?


  W: Well, amazingly enough, the dolphins achieved a 100 % success rate.


  9. What is the purpose of Doctor Jarvis Bastian's experiment?


  10. What were the dolphins supposed to do when they saw the steady light?


  11. How did the second stage of the experiment differ from the first stage?


  9. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词不定式开头，可推知该题是对行为目的的考查。


  2. 四项均提到了dolphin(s)。


  结论：本题可能考查某人做某事的目的，可能与测试海豚对信号的反应程度、海豚与同伴间的交流、海豚掌握某项技能所需的时间或者雄海豚与雌海豚谁更聪明有关，具体细节需仔细听音辨别。听音重点为responsive、communicate、acquire a skill以及cleverer than。


  【解析】对话开头女士说，关于海豚最有趣的实验之一是由贾维斯·巴斯琴博士进行的，他做该实验的目的是想教会一只叫巴斯的雄海豚与一只叫多丽丝的雌海豚隔着一个固体障碍物进行交流。由此可知，四项中只有B项“想看看海豚能否学会彼此交流”为正确答案。


  10. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头，可推测该题是对动作的考查。


  2. 其中一项含有their，结合上题推测their可能指的是海豚。


  结论：该题可能考查海豚在某种情况下会做出的动作，可能是把头伸出水面、游入同一个水池、按压右手边的杠杆或者发出正确的声音，具体细节需听音辨别，听音重点为raise...heads、swim...into the same tank、press...lever以及produce...sound。


  【解析】对话中，当男士问女士巴斯琴博士怎样训练海豚时，女士回答说首先博士会让两只海豚处在同一个水池中，并教它们学会在看到灯光时按压位于水池边上的杠杆。如果灯光是一闪一灭交替出现的，海豚就应该先按压左手边的杠杆，再按压右手边的杠杆；如果灯是一直亮着的，那么海豚按压杠杆的顺序则应相反。本题问的是“当看到一直亮着的灯时，海豚应该怎么做”，故C项“先按压右手边的杠杆”为正确答案。


  11. C


  【听前预测】四项中均含有dolphin(s)，可见该题仍是对海豚相关信息的考查。选项中的信息点比较分散，具体是考查海豚被放入同一个水池、雄海豚获得更多奖励、只有一只海豚能看到灯光还是海豚够不着杠杆，需要仔细听音后再进行判断。


  【解析】对话中女士提到，在第二个阶段，巴斯琴博士将两只海豚分别放入不同的水池中，它们能听到对方的声音，但是看不到对方；杠杆的摆放位置跟第一阶段完全一样；不同的是，这次只有雌海豚多丽丝能看到灯光，但是要想吃到鱼，两只海豚按压杠杆的顺序都必须正确，这样，多丽丝就必须告诉巴斯灯光是闪灭交替的还是一直亮着的。故A、B、D项均可排除，只有C项正确。


  Conversation Two


  W: ［12］This week's program “Up Your Street” takes you to Harrogate, a small town in Yorkshire. Harrogate became a fashionable resort during Victorian times, when people came to take a bath in the mineral waters. Today, few people come to visit the town for its mineral waters. ［13］Instead, Harrogate has become a popular town for people to retire to. Its clean air, attractive parks, and the absence of any industry, make this an ideal spot for people looking for a quiet life. Now, to tell us more about Harrogate, I have with me Tom Percival, President of the Chamber of Commerce. Tom, one of the things visitor notices about Harrogate is the large area of open parkland right down into the middle of the town. Can you tell us more about it?


  M: Yes, certainly. The area is called the Stray.


  W: Why the Stray?


  M: It's called that because in the old days, people let their cattle stray on the area, which was common land.


  W: Oh, I see.


  M: Then, with changes in farming and in land ownership, the Stray became part of the land owned by Harrogate.


  W: And is it protected?


  M: Oh, yes, indeed. There's a special law: no one can build anything on the Stray. It's protected forever.


  W: ［14］So it'll always be parkland?


  M: That's right. As you can see, some of the Stray is used for sports fields.


  W: I believe it looks lovely in the spring.


  M: Yes, it does. ［15］There're spring flowers on the old trees, and people visit the town just to see the flowers.


  12. Where does this conversation most probably take place?


  13. What do we learn about modern Harrogate?


  14. What does the man say about the area called the Stray?


  15. What attracts people most in the Stray during the spring time?


  12. A


  【听前预测】四项均为表示地点的短语，可知该题是对对话发生的地点或对话中所提及事件的发生地点进行提问。听音时应重点关注四个选项中的地点名词。


  【解析】对话一开始，女士就说，“这周的‘Up Your Street’节目带大家来到了位于约克郡的哈罗盖特小镇。它在维多利亚时代就已经是一个时尚的度假胜地……”由此可知，A项“在一个度假小镇”为正确答案。


  13. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以it开头。


  2. 由A项和C项可推知，it指代的是某一地点。


  结论：该题四个选项均是对it的描述，信息点比较分散。考生需先理解每个选项（它是供人们退休养老的理想场所、它保留着维多利亚时代的诸多传统、它是时尚产业的中心、它仍因矿物温泉而颇具吸引力），再根据听音内容作出判断。


  【解析】对话中，当女士介绍完哈罗盖特过去之所以成为度假胜地的原因之后，紧接着说：“相反，哈罗盖特已经成为人们退休养老的理想之地。”A项是对对话内容的同义转述，故为正确答案。


  14. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以it开头。


  2. 由A项可知，it可能指代的是哈罗盖特小镇上的某一地点。


  结论：四个选项均为对it的描述，A项说明了it的位置（located），B、D两项说明了it的用途（used as, protected as），C项说明了it的名称由来。具体信息需根据听音内容进一步作出判断。


  【解析】在对话的后半部分，女士问男士the Stray是否受到了保护，男士给予了肯定的回答，并指出有一条特殊法规规定：任何人都不允许在这片土地上建任何建筑，它永远受法律保护。当女士又问它是否会永远用做公共场地时，男士也给予了肯定回答。由此可知D项为正确答案。


  15. A


  【听前预测】四项均为名词短语，故可推知该题以what进行提问，但提问的对象具体是美丽的花、广阔的草地、新鲜的空气还是矿物温泉，还需要根据听音内容进一步判断。


  【解析】对话结尾处女士说她觉得这个地方春天一定很美，男士给出了肯定的回答，并说在春天，老树上开满了鲜花，人们会为了欣赏这些花前来小镇旅游。故A项为正确答案。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  ［16］Russell Fazio, an Ohio State psychology professor who has studied interracial roommates there and at Indiana University, discovered an intriguing academic effect. ［17］In a study analyzing data on thousands of Ohio State freshmen who lived in dorms, he found the black freshmen who came to college with high standardized test scores earned better grades if they had a white roommate—even if the roommate's test scores were low. The roommate's race had no effect on the grades of white students or low-scoring black students. Perhaps, the study speculated, having a white roommate helps academically prepared black students adjust to a predominantly white university.


  ［18］That same study found the randomly assigned interracial roommates at Ohio State broke up before the end of the quarter about twice as often as same-race roommates. Because interracial roommate relationships are often problematic, Dr. Fazio said, many students would like to move out, but university housing policies may make it hard to leave. “At Indiana University, where housing was not so tight, more interracial roommates split up,” he said. “Here at Ohio State, where housing was tight, they were told to work it out. ［19］The most interesting thing we found was that if the relationship managed to continue for just 10 weeks, we could see an improvement in racial attitudes.”


  Dr. Fazio's Indiana study found that three times as many randomly assigned interracial roommates were no longer living together at the end of the semester, compared with white roommates. The interracial roommates spent less time together, and had fewer joint activities than the white pairs.


  16. What do we know about Russell Fazio?


  17. Who benefited from living with a white roommate according to Fazio's study?


  18. What did the study find about randomly assigned interracial roommates at Ohio State University?


  19. What did Dr. Fazio find interesting about interracial roommates who had lived together for 10 weeks?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词students、university、black、white等可大致推断，文章讲的可能是大学里不同肤色的学生之间的关系，因此需要重点关注相关内容。

  


  16. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项的主语都是he。


  2. 两项含有university。


  3. 两项含有students。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能是he做的事情，且他做的事情与大学生有关。


  【解析】短文开头部分提到，拉赛尔·法齐奥是俄亥俄州立大学的一名心理学教授，他在俄亥俄州立大学和印第安纳大学研究来自不同种族的室友间的关系。因此可以推断，B项“他在俄亥俄州立大学教心理学”为正确答案。


  17. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 三项含有students。


  2. 两项含有black。


  3. 两项含有standardized test(s)。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能与学生和考试有关，且可能涉及黑人学生。


  【解析】短文提到，在法齐奥教授的一项研究中，他分析了俄亥俄州立大学数千名住宿舍的大一新生的数据，发现在以优异的标准化考试成绩考取大学的黑人学生中，若其室友为白人，那么他的成绩会更好，即便这个白人室友的成绩并不高。因此可以推断，选项D“标准化考试成绩优异的黑人大一新生”为正确答案。


  18. D


  【解题思路】四项的主语都是they。因此可以推断，本题考查的内容是they所做的事情。听音重点应该放在表示动作的单词上。


  【解析】短文提到，这项研究还发现，俄亥俄州立大学的学生中随机分配的不同种族的室友，学期末之前关系破裂的几率约为同种族室友的两倍。因此可以推断，选项D“他们与同种族的室友组合相比更易关系破裂”为正确答案。原文中的broke up也出现在该选项中，有助于选出正确答案。


  19. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 两项的主语是they，两项含有their。


  2. 四项都含有表示“变化”的词（rose, started, grew, improved）。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能与“他们”的某种变化有关。


  【解析】短文提到，法齐奥教授发现的最有趣的一件事是，如果不同种族的室友间能维持10周的友好关系，那么他们对种族的看法就会有所改善。因此可以推断，选项D“他们对于种族的看法有所改善”为正确答案。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  In a small laboratory at the Medical University of South Carolina, Dr. Vladimir Mironov has been working for a decade to grow meat. A developmental biologist and tissue engineer, Dr. Mironov is one of only a few scientists worldwide involved in bioengineering “cultured” meat. ［20］It's a product he believes could help solve future global food crises resulting from shrinking amounts of land available for growing meat the old-fashioned way. “Growth of cultured meat is also under way in the Netherlands,” Mironov told Reuters in an interview, “but in the United States, it is science in search of funding and demand.”


  The new National Institute of Food and Agriculture won't fund it, the National Institute of Health won't fund it, and NASA funded it only briefly, Mironov said. “It's classic disruptive technology,” Mironov said. “［21］Bringing any new technology on the market, on average, costs $1 billion. We don't even have $1 million.”


  Director of the Advanced Tissue Biofabrication Center in the Department of Regenerative Medicine and Cell Biology at the medical university, Mironov now primarily conducts research on tissue engineering, or growing, of human organs. “There's an unpleasant factor when people find out meat is grown in a lab. They don't like to associate technology with food,” said Nicholas Genovese, a visiting scholar in cancer cell biology. ［22］“But there are a lot of products that we eat today that are considered natural that are produced in a similar manner,” Genovese said.


  20. What does Dr. Mironov think of bioengineering cultured meat?


  21. What does Dr. Mironov say about the funding for their research?


  22. What does Nicholas Genovese say about a lot of products we eat today?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词food、natural、healthy、nutritious等可大致推断，文章讲的内容很可能与食物有关，而且会涉及食物的不同性质和来源，因此需要重点关注相关内容。

  


  20. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 两项含有food。


  2. 两项含有与“全球的”有关的词（global, worldwide）。


  3. 四项的主语都是it。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能与全球性的食品问题有关。听音时要首先弄清it的指代对象。


  【解析】短文前半部分提到，米罗诺夫教授致力于通过生物工程来研发人工培植的肉食品，他认为这种产品有助于解决未来的全球食物危机，而这种危机是由于可供以传统方式进行肉类生产的土地面积减少引起的。因此可以推断，选项A“它有助于解决全球食物危机”为正确答案。


  21. D


  【解题思路】四项的主语都是it，因此可以推断，本题考查的内容与it的状态或变化有关。解题时应注意弄清it指代的是什么。


  【解析】短文提到，米罗诺夫教授说，将一项新技术投入市场平均需要10亿美元，但他们连100万美元也没有。因此可以推断，选项D“它（指资金）还远远不够”为正确答案。选项中的it指代的是the funding（资金）。


  22. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项的主语都是they。


  2. 三项含有描述食物性质的形容词（natural, healthy, nutritious, delicious）。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能与食物的性质有关。解题时应注意弄清they指代的是什么。


  【解析】短文最后提到，吉诺维斯说，我们现在吃的很多东西，我们以为是天然的，但实际上都是以类似方式生产出来的。这句话中的“类似方式”指的是前文提到的在实验室中培植出来的，而非以传统的方式种植或饲养。因此可以推断，选项A“它们不像我们认为的那样天然”为正确答案。选项中的they指代的是a lot of products we eat today（我们现在吃的很多东西）。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  Bernard Jackson is a free man today, but he has many bitter memories. ［23］Jackson spent five years in prison after a jury wrongly convicted him of raping two women. At Jackson's trial, although two witnesses testified that Jackson was with them in another location at the times of the crimes, he was convicted anyway. Why? ［24］The jury believed the testimony of the two victims, who positively identified Jackson as the man who had attacked them. The court eventually freed Jackson after the police found the man who had really committed the crimes. Jackson was similar in appearance to the guilty man. The two women had made a mistake in identity. As a result, Jackson has lost five years of his life.


  The two women in this case were eyewitnesses. They clearly saw the man who attacked them, yet they mistakenly identified an innocent person. Similar incidents have occurred before. Eyewitnesses to other crimes have identified the wrong person in a police lineup or in photographs.


  ［25］Many factors influence the accuracy of eyewitness testimony. For instance, witnesses sometimes see photographs of several suspects before they try to identify the person they saw in a lineup of people. They can become confused by seeing many photographs of similar faces. The number of people in the lineup, and whether it is a live lineup or a photograph, may also affect a witness's decision. People sometimes have difficulty identifying people of other races. The questions the police ask witnesses also have an effect on them.


  23. What do we learn about Bernard Jackson?


  24. What led directly to Jackson's sentence?


  25. What lesson do we learn from Jackson's case?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词criminal、imprisoned、accused、crime、jury、victims、testimony、eyewitnesses等可大致推断，文章讲的内容很可能与刑事案件有关，因此需要重点关注相关内容。

  


  23. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项的主语都是he。


  2. 三项含有与“犯罪”有关的词（criminal, imprisoned, violence）。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能与he的犯罪情况有关。


  【解析】短文开头部分提到，杰克逊被错判入狱五年，因为陪审团认定他强奸了两名女性。因此可以推断，选项B“他被错判入狱”为正确答案。


  24. C


  【解题思路】三项含有与“证据”有关的词（evidence, identification, testimony），因此可以推断，本题考查的内容很可能与犯罪证据有关。


  【解析】短文提到，陪审团相信了两名受害人的证词，她们指证杰克逊就是强奸她们的那个人。因此可以推断，正是受害人的证词直接导致了杰克逊被错判，选项C“两名受害人的指认”为正确答案。


  25. C


  【解题思路】前三项说的都是影响案件相关人员进行判断的因素，因此可以推断，本题考查的内容很可能与此有关。


  【解析】短文前面部分讲述了杰克逊被错判入狱的例子，以及导致他被错判的原因是两名受害人错误的指认，文章最后概括说“很多因素会影响证人证词的准确性”，接着具体解释了这样的因素有哪些。因此可以推断，选项C“很多因素会影响证人证词的准确性”为正确答案。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  About 700,000 children in Mexico dropped out of school last year as recession-stricken families pushed kids to work, and a weak economic recovery will allow only a ［26］slight improvement in the drop-out rate in 2010, a top education ［27］official said.


  Mexico's economy suffered more than any other in Latin America last year, ［28］shrinking an estimated 7 percent due to a ［29］plunge in U.S. demand for Mexican exports such as cars.


  The ［30］decline led to a 4 percent increase in the number of kids who left ［31］primary or middle school in 2009, said Juan de Dios Castro, who ［32］heads the nation's adult education program and keeps a close watch on drop-out rates.


  “［33］Poverty rose and that is a factor that makes our job more difficult,” Castro told Reuters in an interview earlier this month.


  Hindered by higher taxes and weak demand for its exports, Mexico's economy is seen only ［34］partially recovering this year. As a result, drop-out rates will not improve much, Castro said. “There will be some improvement, but not significant,” Castro said.


  Mexico has ［35］historically had high drop-out rates as poor families pull kids out of school to help put food on the table. And children often sell candy and crafts in the streets or work in restaurants.


  
    26. slight improvement 微小的改善

    27. official 官员

    28. shrink 萎缩

    29. plunge 骤降

    30. decline 下滑，衰退

    31. primary or middle school 小学或中学

    32. head 领导

    33. poverty 贫穷

    34. partially recover 部分回暖

    35. historically 从历史角度看，历来

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  面对全球变暖，大量工作都［36］集中于采用各种各样的策略以减少温室气体的排放。然而，尽管大量研究和创新方法都专注于寻找污染相对较少的［37］替代能源，但或许还要等上几十年，风能和太阳能之类的无污染技术才能够满足我们［38］大量的能源需求。


  与此同时，空气中的二氧化碳含量正在迅速逼近政府间气候变化专门委员会（IPCC）提出的极限值。哥伦比亚大学的地球物理学者克劳斯·莱克纳说：“只要我们还在使用矿物燃料，我们就在排放二氧化碳，我们不能让大气中的二氧化碳含量［39］无限地增长。”


  这种紧迫［40］感增加了人们［41］收集和储存二氧化碳的兴趣，政府间气候变化专门委员会称，这有助于实现人们所认为的缓解全球变暖所必须做到的（二氧化碳）减排50%以上的目标。壳牌公司二氧化碳与［42］环境事务高级顾问金·科利说：“我们看到了收集和储存二氧化碳在减少排放量方面能发挥不可或缺作用的潜力。”这种前瞻性战略正在获得人们的支持。


  但收集了二氧化碳之后该如何处置呢？一种选择是将其另作他用。北达科他州的达科他气化公司在一家能源厂收集二氧化碳气体（该能源厂将煤［43］转化为合成天然气），然后将二氧化碳通过管道输送到200英里之外的加拿大。在那里，二氧化碳在石油开采作业中被泵入［44］地下。


  然而，科学家们表示二氧化碳的（巨大）排放量要求人们进行长期、大量的储存。有人［45］提议将二氧化碳储存于煤矿中或以液体形式保存于海洋中。


  【答案解析】


  36. F) focused


  语法判断：空前是主语much effort和has been，空后是介词短语on...emissions，因此可以断定这里缺少一个动词的过去分词，表被动，而且该词可以与介词on搭配使用。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的过去分词有played和focused，但play通常不和effort一起使用，因此选focused, focus on表示“集中于”，为固定搭配。故选F。


  37. B) alternatives


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，该空所在分句有两种可能结构：一是完整的主谓宾结构，主语是much of the research and innovation，谓语是has concentrated on，宾语是finding less-polluting energy，这种情况下，该空缺少一个副词；二是该分句主谓宾结构中的宾语不完整，这种情况下，该空缺少一个名词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的副词有indefinitely和regularly，名词有alternatives、sense和underground。后文提到clean technologies like wind and solar，可知此处是在讲“替代”能源，故选B。


  38. D) significant


  语法判断：空格前是a，空格后是名词portion。这里缺少一个不以元音因素开头的形容词或可作形容词的分词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的有形容词significant和现在分词understanding。此处应该是在讲“满足大量的能源需求”，a significant portion of意为“大量的”，符合句意。故选D。


  39. G) indefinitely


  语法判断：该空所在的句子结构完整，因此可以断定这里缺少一个副词，来修饰空前的动词rise。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的副词有indefinitely“无限制地”、underground“在地下”以及regularly“定期地”。将这三个选项分别代入文中，只有indefinitely符合语意，因此选G。


  40. E) sense


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，That ______ of urgency作句子的主语，因此可以断定这里需要填入一个名词。


  语义判断：备选项中的名词还有sense和underground。sense of urgency意为“紧迫感”，符合句意，因此选E。


  41. K) capturing


  语法判断：该空与其后的storing构成了并列关系，此处需填入动词的现在分词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的现在分词有understanding和capturing。很显然，只有capturing符合这里的语意，在此引申为“收集”，故选K。


  42. L) environmental


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，此处缺少形容词，修饰空后的名词affairs。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的形容词有underground“地下的”、environmental“环境的”和important“重要的”。分析上下文语境，environmental符合语意，environmental affairs意为“环境事务”。故选L。


  43. A) converts


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，本空处于一个由关系代词that引导的定语从句中，需要填入一个动词，作从句的谓语。该词应是第三人称单数形式，且与其后的介词into构成常用搭配。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的动词有converts和takes。convert...into...意为“把……转化成……”，此处是说“将煤转化为合成天然气”，符合句意，故选A。


  44. H) underground


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，该空缺少一个副词，修饰空前的动词pumped。


  语义判断：pump意为“注入；用泵输送”，该空所填词应与地点有关。备选项中只有副词underground合适，故选H。


  45. O) propose


  语法判断：分析句子主干可知，本空所在的句子缺少谓语，需要填入一个动词。结合空格前的Some（代指scientists）和上下文时态可知，该动词应为原形，并且后面跟动词的ing形式。


  语义判断：备选项中的动词原形只有propose，意为“提议，建议”。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  青少年的秘密在线生活


  A）塞莉纳·麦克费尔的妈妈不让她注册Facebook账号，12岁的她转而玩起了Instagram。［48］她的妈妈玛丽亚·麦克费尔认为女儿在培养对摄影的兴趣，因此同意她把这款应用软件下载到iPod Touch上。但是，来自得克萨斯州奥斯汀的麦克费尔夫人了解到塞莉纳和朋友们主要用它来发布PS过的搞笑图片和在另一款名为Versagram的免费软件上创建的文本信息。她说道，当孩子们不能上Facebook时，“他们善于寻找迂回路线”。


  B）如今看管孩子比以往任何时候都要艰难。很多家长会限制处于青春期前的孩子上Facebook之类的知名网站，并监督孩子的在线活动。然而，随着孩子们不断地寻找新的联系平台——最好是没有受到家人监督的——大多数家长正认识到要阻止孩子接触社交媒体是多么困难。


  C）儿童使用科技产品的年龄比以往要小得多。根据eMarketer的调查，11岁以下的儿童中，大约有15%拥有自己的手机。去年夏天，皮尤研究中心的互联网与美国人的生活研究项目发布报告称，12-17岁的孩子中，有16%会在上网时玩Twitter，这比两年前翻了一番。


  D）［46］家长担心孩子会遭遇网络猎手和网上欺凌这样的风险，他们还有其他方面的忧虑。孩子会创建永久的公共记录，他们可能会遇到过多的或内容不宜的广告。即便如此，也有不少家长认为熟练掌握（网络）技术对孩子不无裨益。


  E）就在众多家庭为如何安全使用社交媒体而苦恼时，许多市场经营者在努力开发能获得家长许可的、针对儿童的社交网络以及其他交互式应用软件。有些经营者甚至做更大程度上的努力，宣称自己提供关于在线知识的重要教育，其作用堪比社交媒体网站KidzVuz创始人丽贝卡·利维所说的“社交媒体训练系统”。


  F）上个星期，在加州帕萨迪纳市召开的第六届儿童数字产业会议年度大会上，20家企业展示了针对儿童的在线及手机产品。在微软和学而乐出版公司的赞助下，首届数字家庭产业峰会将于今年夏季在费城召开，届时学而乐出版公司将在会上预展新版Storia——一款针对3-14岁儿童的交互式电子阅读应用软件。［47］学而乐出版公司的总裁德博拉·福特说：“随着孩子们越来越多地使用（电子）设备，我们也不想错过这些市场。”


  G）数字家庭产业峰会的发起人斯特凡妮·施瓦布认为，“数字媒体对孩子们来说极其有利，即便是一个12岁的小孩也能（通过它）宣扬自己。”施瓦布三岁的儿子每天都用iPad。［54］当最近有一次她大声问天气状况时，她儿子回答道：“问Siri吧。”


  H）KidzVuz是一个新建的社交媒体网站，旨在指导孩子学习如何在年幼时创建内容。孩子们用别名（比如“绯闻女孩”）而非真实姓名创建个人资料，并且家长必须同意其开设账号。此后，孩子们发表对书籍、电影、食品以及服装的视频评论。［52］网站没有收发私人信息的功能，同时评论也受到频繁监控，以防淫秽内容。这家网站是由来自纽约市的两名妈妈所创建，她们都是技术达人。身为创始人之一的利维女士表示，创建网站的初衷就是给孩子们搭建一个安全的平台，让他们学会在一个将对他们的社会生活、学业生活和经济生活产生重要影响的媒介上如何与人进行有效、礼貌的沟通。


  I）费丝·金是一名来自新泽西州雷德班克市九岁的三年级学生。她说，自从她开始向KidzVuz上传视频评论之后，她汲取了关于电影制作的重要经验。她说道：“你需要确保灯是亮着的，这样人们才能看到你。”她还学会了把注意力放在有趣的内容上。她建议：“别去评论一部字典。”［51］费丝的妈妈克里斯蒂·里茨-金说，女儿对这家网站的热衷促使了她与女儿的多次谈话，谈到不可轻信网络陌生人以及质疑信息是否准确的重要性。她想要女儿早些学会对社交媒体保持机敏的头脑。她说：“社交媒体永远不会消失。”


  J）南加州大学的安嫩伯格创新实验室为学龄儿童开发了一个名为Playground的社交平台。其初衷是让孩子们学会如何创建网络内容，同时还要考虑到隐私的含义、网页痕迹的永久性、品牌建立的基本知识以及一点关于网络礼仪的知识。该平台的创始人埃琳·赖利觉得，教育者需要在孩子年幼时就教授其网络基础知识。她说：“孩子们总是会找到交流与合作的秘密方式。”


  K）除了华特·迪士尼公司旗下的企鹅俱乐部这样已经成熟的儿童社交网站之外，一些更为新兴的网站也吸引了孩子们蜂拥而至，例如FashionPlaytes.com，这是一家针对年龄在5-12岁、对服装设计感兴趣的女孩子的社交网站。还有Everloop，一家针对13岁以下儿童的社交网络。还有Viddy，一家视频共享网站，其功能与Instagram类似，在儿童以及青少年中更受欢迎。


  L）［50］尽管出台了针对13岁以下的儿童的禁令政策，一些儿童还是成为了YouTube、谷歌、Facebook、Tumblr以及Twitter的用户。这些网站要求用户在注册过程中输入出生日期，并要求他们的年龄至少要达到13岁。苹果公司也有同样的要求，用户必须有账号才能把Instagram一类的应用软件下载到iPhone上。不过，这些网站却基本没有防止儿童输入伪造的出生日期或者让大人（帮他们）开设账号的措施。对此Instagram拒绝发表评论。


  M）［53］谷歌发言人杰伊·南卡罗表示：“如果我们得知有人没有达到获得谷歌账号的年龄或者我们收到举报，我们就会展开调查，并采取适当的措施。”他还补充道，用户一开始会有机会证明他们达到了我们的年龄要求，如果他们不能做到这一点，我们会关闭他们的账号。Facebook与其他大部分网站都有类似的政策。


  N）［55］即使这样，一些儿童还是在家长的许可下在YouTube和Facebook等社交媒体网站上创建自己的公开页面。来自南加州的10岁女孩奥特姆·米勒在其Facebook粉丝页面的博文拥有将近6,000名粉丝，这些博文包括她化着妆、身着舞蹈服跳着湖人啦啦队女郎风格舞蹈的视频链接。她在YouTube开设的“奥蒂的周五自由式舞蹈频道”拥有近13,000名订阅用户，其中39个视频吸引了超过350万的点击量。


  O）Facebook公共政策关系经理安德鲁·诺伊斯认为，该网站的“粉丝页面”应该由创建个人信息页面的年龄合适者进行管理。各品牌可以创建一个Facebook页面，那些把该品牌加入自己的“喜欢”名单的用户便能看到其发表的博文。［49］奥蒂的父亲米勒先生证实，女儿大都是在他和妻子的监管下成功管理自己的粉丝页面。


  P）但是不少家长和孩子发现他们自己在网上玩起了“捉迷藏”。亚历克莎·阿什利13岁时，她的妈妈莉萨就允许她上Facebook，随后又把账号收回。当莉萨得知如今14岁的亚历克莎有一个Instagram账号时，便想要看一看，她的这个“兴趣”激怒了亚历克莎。亚历克莎觉得，她并不介意被禁止上Facebook，但祖母（给她发）的评论让她尴尬不已。她现在还继续用着Instagram。


  【答案解析】


  46. D


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词concerns和be skilled in internet technology。D段第一句提到，家长担心孩子会遭遇网络猎手和网上欺凌行为的风险，他们还有其他方面的忧虑。第三句提到，即便如此，也有不少家长认为熟练掌握（网络）技术对孩子不无裨益。由此可知，题干是对原文这两句话的概括。题干中的still对应原文第三句中的also，题干中的be skilled替代原文中的be expert。


  47. F


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词more electronic devices。F段最后一句中，学而乐出版公司的总裁德博拉·福特说：“随着孩子们越来越多地使用（电子）设备，我们也不想错过这些市场。”题干描述与德博拉所说一致。题干中的more electronic devices are being used by children对应原文中的kids migrate more to devices，题干中的are longing to occupy对应原文中的don't want to be left out。


  48. A


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词Maria McPhail、12-year-old daughter和photography。人名和数字是重要的定位信息。文章段落中，提及玛丽亚·麦克费尔和她女儿的是A段。题干描述与该段第三句所说内容一致。题干中的was interested in对应原文中的was fostering an interest in。


  49. O


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词Parents' watch and control和fan pages。O段最后一句谈到，奥蒂的父亲米勒先生证实，女儿大都是在他和妻子的监管下成功管理自己的粉丝页面。由此可知，父母的监管可以帮助孩子管理好自己的粉丝页面，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的Parents' watch and control对应原文中的parental supervision。


  50. L


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词age limitations和fake their birthdates。L段第一句提到，相关政策禁止13岁以下的用户注册一些网站的账号。最后一句又说，这些网站却基本没有防止儿童输入伪造的出生日期或让大人（帮助他们）开设账号的措施。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的fake their birthdates对应原文最后一句中的entering a false date of birth。


  51. I


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词skeptical about strangers online和accuracy of information。I段倒数第三句提到，费丝的妈妈克里斯蒂·里茨-金多次和女儿谈到不可轻信网上的陌生人以及质疑信息是否准确的重要性，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的Being skeptical about strangers online and questioning the accuracy of information是原词复现，题干中的important对应原文中的importance。


  52. H


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词private messages和under severe control。H段第四句提到，KidzVuz网站没有收发私人信息的功能，同时评论也受到频繁监控，以防淫秽内容。题干与原文所说内容一致。题干中的reviews对应原文中的comments，题干中的under severe control对应原文中的are actively monitored。


  53. M


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词Proper measures和are not old enough。文章段落中，提及谷歌账号注册年龄要求的是M段。该段第一句提到，谷歌发言人杰伊·南卡罗表示：“如果我们得知有人没有达到获得谷歌账号的年龄或者我们收到举报，我们就会展开调查，并采取适当的措施。”这与题干描述一致。题干中的Proper measures will be adopted对应原文中的take the appropriate action。


  54. G


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词Ms. Schwab、weather conditions和Siri。文章段落中，只有G段提及施瓦布夫人问天气状况。题干是对原文最后一句的同义转述。题干中的asked about对应原文中的wondered out，题干中的weather conditions对应原文中的what the weather was like。


  55. N


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词permission of parents、public accounts和social media networks。N段第一句续接上文，提到尽管一些网站的注册有年龄限制，一些儿童还是在家长的许可下在YouTube和Facebook等社交网站上创建自己的公开页面。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的create public accounts对应原文中的establish public identities。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  想减肥的人都知道，设定一个现实可行的目标通常会取得最佳结果。部分原因在于，设定现实可行的目标的人，似乎效率更高，也会为实现这些目标而付出更多的努力。


  ［56］然而，科学家万万没有想到的是，目标的设定可能会带来不利的影响。


  报纸上每天都充斥着关于华尔街或主街上各行各业制定业绩目标的报道。然而令人惊讶的是，对于这些长期被吹捧的目标设定行为可能加剧当前的经济危机和一般不道德行为，相关研究却寥寥无几。


  “目标设定被广泛应用于各行各业，人们宣称它能带来实实在在的好处。然而，目标在激励人们作出更多建设性的努力的同时，也可能使他们更容易做出不道德的行为。”宾夕法尼亚大学沃顿商学院的副教授莫里斯·施魏策尔如是说。


  “事实证明，单纯地设定目标并不能带来经济利益，而仅仅是在心理上有一定益处。”施魏策尔说，“［57］但在很多情况下，完成目标后会得到经济回报，这便是目标发挥作用的原因。”


  施魏策尔和他的同事引用的一个典型案例就是能源贸易巨头安然公司（Enron）在2004年的倒闭。该公司的管理人员曾经用经济奖励来激励其销售人员完成特定的收益目标。施魏策尔说，问题在于，这些贸易实际上根本无利可图。


  ［58］其他的一些研究表明，给员工强加不切实际的目标会迫使他们说谎、欺骗或者盗窃。20世纪90年代初就有这么一个例子。西尔斯公司（Sears）给它的汽车维修部员工强加了销售指标。这使得其员工在工作时收费过高，导致整个公司都做了一些不必要的维修工作。


  施魏策尔承认他的研究与宣称设定目标有诸多好处的大量文献资料相抵触。［59］这种做法（即宣称设定目标有诸多好处）的支持者争辩说，施魏策尔的团队仅仅用新闻报道之类的证据来支持其有关“目标设定被普遍滥用”的结论。


  在一篇反驳性的论文中，埃德温·洛克博士写道：“目标设定不会消失。如果不能专注于期望获得的最终结果，组织机构就无法蓬勃发展，正如一个人如果没有目标赋予的使命感就无法取得长足的进步。”


  ［60］然而施魏策尔认为应该对那些不断增加的、把目标设定和有害行为联系起来的因果性证据进行研究，这有助于明确那些值得引起注意和深入调查的问题。他说：“即使少许负面的作用也可能产生很大的影响，以至于会盖过众多积极的作用。”


  “目标设定确实能协调和激励人们。我的想法是，要将它与细心的监管以及强大的组织文化结合起来，并确保设定的目标是具有建设性的，且不会明显伤害到该组织。”施魏策尔说道。


  
    【议论文：目标的设定可能会带来不利的影响】


    第一~二段：引出话题，虽然目标设定有益，但人们却忽略了它的不利影响。


    第三~七段：具体介绍了施魏策尔关于目标设定不利影响的研究发现。


    第八~九段：施魏策尔团队的研究结果受到质疑。


    第十~十一段：施魏策尔进行此项研究的原因以及他给出的规避目标设定不利影响的建议。

  


  【答案解析】


  56. D


  定位：根据题文同序的原则以及题干信息词goal-setting可以将答案定位到第一、二段。


  解析：第一段举例说明设定一个现实可行的目标的好处，紧接着第二段用however转折，表明语义的重点在第二段，该段指出，科学家万万没有想到的是，目标的设定可能会带来不利的影响。由此可见，目标设定的负面作用长期以来一直被忽视，故答案选D。选项A与文意相反，可排除。选项B原文未提及，也可排除。第一段提到，设定现实可行的目标的人似乎效率更高，故选项C表述不准确，也可排除。


  57. C


  定位：根据题干信息词Maurice Schweitzer和Enron可以将答案定位到第六段首句。


  解析：本处施魏策尔以安然公司为例，目的是证明其研究结果的正确性，可联系前一段末句，该句提到，在很多情况下，完成目标后会得到经济回报，这便是目标发挥作用的原因。由此可知答案为C。安然最后倒闭了，显然是未能达到它的收益目标，所以经济奖励无法确保公司完成特定的目标，故排除A。安然公司倒闭是因为销售人员虽然在经济奖励的诱惑下促成了贸易，却无法带来实际的利润，与目标是否合理并无直接关系，故选项B和D也可排除。


  58. A


  定位：根据题干信息词Sears可以将答案定位到第七段。


  解析：本段首句指出，其他的一些研究表明，给员工强加不切实际的目标会迫使他们说谎、欺骗或者盗窃。接着说Sears公司就是这样的一个例子，由此可知，这里要说明的是不切实际的目标设定可能会引发一些不道德的行为，故选项A为正确答案。原文提到，该公司过高的销售指标使得其员工在工作时收费过高，导致整个公司都做了一些不必要的维修工作，很明显，他们为顾客服务的水平并没有提高，故B项错误；选项C和D文中并未提及，均可排除。


  59. B


  定位：根据题干信息词advocates of goal-setting可以将答案定位到倒数第四段第二句。


  解析：该句指出，宣称设定目标有诸多好处的支持者争辩说，施魏策尔的团队仅仅用新闻报道之类的证据来支持其有关“目标设定被普遍滥用”的结论。也就是说，这样的证据说服力不够，不足以证明其结论，并不是说施魏策尔的研究夸大了目标设定的副作用，故正确答案为选项B，同时排除选项A。选项C是施魏策尔承认的，而不是目标设定支持者的观点，故也可排除。选项D文中未提及。


  60. C


  定位：根据题干信息词Schweitzer和Edwin Locke可以将答案定位到倒数第二、三段。


  解析：施魏策尔针对埃德温·洛克的反驳进行了回应并指出，要对那些不断增加的、把目标设定和有害行为联系起来的偶然证据进行研究，以明确那些值得引起注意和深入调查的问题。由此可见选项C为正确答案。选项A与题干无关，可排除。选项B表述本身没有问题，但偏离了本文的主题，且与题干要求不符，也可排除。文中提到，即使目标设定只有少许的负面作用，也可能产生很大的影响，以至于盖过众多积极的作用，选项D表意与此相反，故也可排除。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  二十世纪的大部分时间，亚洲国家一直在问自己能从现代的、创新的西方国家学到些什么。现在这个问题要倒过来了：那些过度负债、经济增长缓慢的西方国家能从经济繁荣的亚洲国家学到些什么？


  就在几十年前，亚洲的两个“巨人”还因错误的经济意识形态而停滞不前。然而，自从中国和印度先后在二十世纪八十年代和九十年代实行自由市场经济改革以来，两个国家的经济都获得了快速增长。［61］但至关重要的是，两国在开放市场的同时，还以合理的政府监管来平衡市场经济。正如印度经济学家阿玛蒂亚·森明智地总结道：“市场这只无形的手经常严重依赖政府这只有形的手。”


  相比中国和印度所走的中间路线，美国和欧洲分别从意识形态上走上了各自的极端。自上世纪八十年代以来，美国日益靠拢不受控制的自由市场经济理念，无视政府的作用，奉行（美国前总统）罗纳德·里根的观点——政府并不是解决问题的办法；［62］政府本身才是问题所在。毫无疑问，当市场在2007年轰然垮掉的时候，［63］正是政府的果断介入才使美国化险为夷。尽管如此，许多美国人仍然强烈反对“大政府”。


  如果美国人能够将自身从反政府的信条中解放出来，他们就会发现美国的问题并非不能解决。一些合理的政府措施就可以使美国重新走上正确的轨道。比如说，一项简单的5%的消费税，就能够有效地减少美国巨大的政府赤字而不至于破坏生产力。一项小额的汽油税就能够帮助美国摆脱对石油进口的依赖并将刺激绿色能源的发展。同样，大幅减少奢侈的农业补贴也能够降低赤字。［64］但是如果想利用这些常识性的解决方案，美国人必须将他们对“小政府”和“少监管”观念的依赖放到一边。美国的政客们将不得不培养自己的勇气去接受美国公共政策学校都会教的道理——既有有益的税收也有有害的税收。亚洲国家已经接受了这种智慧，结果是建立了健全的长期财政政策。


  同时，欧洲落入了另外一种意识形态的陷阱——［65］他们深信欧洲政府总是拥有无限的资源，能够一直持续借债，仿佛明天不会到来一样。与相信市场万能的美国人不同，欧洲人没能预见到他们不停的借债会导致市场作何反应。现在，欧盟正在启动一项5800亿美元的资金计划，以此来防止国家崩盘。这将给欧盟赢得时间，但是这无法解决这个集团面临的更大问题。


  
    【议论文：那些过度负债、经济增长缓慢的西方国家能从经济繁荣的亚洲国家学到什么】


    第一段：以设问的形式提出本文的论点。


    第二段：分析以中国和印度为代表的亚洲国家经济繁荣的原因。


    第三段：指出美国过度依赖市场，不主张政府过多干涉。


    第四段：指出美国民众需要进行思想观念的转变，并列举了一些合理调控措施。


    第五段：指出欧洲的问题在于过度依赖政府，忽视了市场的作用。

  


  【答案解析】


  61. C


  定位：根据题干中的rapid economic growth和专有名词China, India将答案定位到第二段。


  解析：文章第二段第二句提到，自从中国和印度先后在二十世纪八十年代和九十年代实行自由市场经济改革以来，两个国家的经济都获得了快速增长。紧接着第三句解释了中国和印度实现经济快速增长的原因：但至关重要的是，两国在开放市场的同时，还以合理的政府监管来平衡市场经济。故C项正确，即自由市场加上政府干预。其他几个选项都不合文意。


  62. D


  定位：根据题干中的Line 4, Para. 3将答案定位到第三段。


  解析：（美国前总统）罗纳德·里根说：“政府并不是解决问题的办法；政府本身才是问题所在。”其中“政府本身才是问题所在”即指的是“政府制定的一些制度或政策会阻碍经济的发展”。故本题选D。选项A和B本文并未提及，属于过度推理。选项C与里根这句话的观点相反。


  63. C


  定位：根据题干中的数字2007将答案定位到第三段。


  解析：文章第三段第三句提到：当美国市场在2007年轰然垮掉的时候，正是政府的果断介入才使美国化险为夷。故本题选C。A项对应本段最后一句：尽管如此，许多美国人仍然强烈反对“大政府”。由此可见，民众抛弃大政府并不是2007年美国经济得到挽救的原因。B项所说的“自由市场的自我管理修复机制”和D项所说的“政府和企业之间的合作”本文均未提及。


  64. A


  定位：根据题文同序的原则和题干信息词the author's suggestion将答案定位到第四段。


  解析：整个第四段都是作者对美国的建议，其中作者对美国民众的建议是：如果想利用这些常识性的解决方案，美国人必须将他们对“小政府”和“少监管”观念的依赖放到一边。故本题选A。其他的选项都不是对美国民众的建议。


  65. D


  定位：根据题干中the European Union将答案定位到文章最后一段。


  解析：欧洲的问题在于不断增加的债务，文章最后一段虽然没有明确说明，但是整个段落都围绕这一话题展开：他们深信能够一直持续借债；欧洲人没能预见到他们不停的借债会导致市场作何反应。故答案为D。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  The Art of War is one of the most important ancient Chinese military literary works, and serves as an important part of outstanding traditional culture in China. Sun Tzu, the author of the book, revealed a series of universal military laws1 which are not only valued by militarists but also play an extensive guiding role2 in several fields such as economy, art of leadership, the pursuit of life3 and even family relationship. There are a lot of famous sayings and epigrams4 in The Art of War that are rich in wisdom and have profound meanings5 and are thus widely circulated6 both at home and abroad. Nowadays The Art of War has been translated into many languages and it also plays an important role in the military history of the world.


  【译点精析】


  1. 具有普遍意义的军事规律：“具有普遍意义的”翻译为universal；“军事规律”翻译为military laws。


  2. 具有广泛的指导作用：翻译为play an extensive guiding role。“广泛的”还可翻译为far-reaching或broad。


  3. 人生追求：翻译为the pursuit of life。


  4. 名言警句：翻译为famous sayings and epigrams。“名言”用famous sayings表示，“警句”题干中已经给出。


  5. 意义深远：翻译为have profound meanings。


  6. 广为流传：翻译为be widely circulated。“流传，传播”还可用spread表示。


大学英语六级考试2012年12月真题


  


Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay entitled Man and Computer by commenting on the saying, “The real danger is not that the computer will begin to think like man, but that man will begin to think like the computer.” You should write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words. Write your essay on Answer Sheet 1.


  Man and Computer


  [image: 0001]


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) She can count on the man for help.

  B) She can lend the man a sleeping bag.

  C) She has other plans for this weekend.

  D) She has got camping gear for rent.


  2. A) The man should keep his words.

  B) Karen can take her to the airport.

  C) Karen always supports her at work.

  D) She regrets asking the man for help.


  3. A) His trip to Hawaii has used up all his money.

  B) He usually checks his brakes before a trip.

  C) His trip to Hawaii was not enjoyable.

  D) He can't afford to go traveling yet.


  4. A) There was nothing left except some pie.

  B) The woman is going to prepare the dinner.

  C) The man has to find something else to eat.

  D) Julie has been invited for dinner.


  5. A) Send Professor Smith a letter.

  B) Apply to three graduate schools.

  C) Present a new letter of reference.

  D) Submit no more than three letters.


  6. A) He is a professional gardener in town.

  B) He declines to join the gardening club.

  C) He prefers to keep his gardening skills to himself.

  D) He wishes to receive formal training in gardening.


  7. A) Many people do not appreciate modern art.

  B) The recent sculpture exhibit was not well organized.

  C) Modern art cannot express people's true feelings.

  D) Sculpture is not a typical form of modern art.


  8. A) Bob cannot count on her vote.

  B) She will vote for another candidate.

  C) Bob does not have much chance to win.

  D) She knows the right person for the position.


  Questions 9 to 12 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) Poor management of the hospital.

  B) The outdated medical testing procedures.

  C) Decisions made by the head technician.

  D) The health hazard at her work place.


  10. A) Cut down her workload.

  B) Repair the X-ray equipment.

  C) Transfer her to another department.

  D) Allow her to go on leave for two months.


  11. A) They are virtually impossible to enforce.

  B) Neither is applicable to the woman's case.

  C) Their requirements may be difficult to meet.

  D) Both of them have been subject to criticism.


  12. A) Organize a mass strike.

  B) Try to help her get it back.

  C) Compensate for her loss.

  D) Find her a better paying job.


  Questions 13 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  13. A) In the preparatory phase.

  B) In the concluding part.

  C) In stating your terms.

  D) In giving concessions.


  14. A) He uses lots of gestures to help make his points clear.

  B) He presents his arguments in a straightforward way.

  C) He responds readily to the other party's proposals.

  D) He behaves in a way contrary to his real intention.


  15. A) Both can succeed depending on the specific situation.

  B) The honest type is more effective than the actor type.

  C) Both may fail when confronting experienced rivals.

  D) The actor type works better in tough negotiations.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 19 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) The weight of the boxes moving across the stage.

  B) The number of times of repeating the process.

  C) The size of the objects shown.

  D) The shape of the cubes used.


  17. A) Girls seem to start reasoning earlier than boys.

  B) Girls tend to get excited more easily than boys.

  C) Boys enjoy playing with cubes more than girls.

  D) Boys pay more attention to moving objects than girls.


  18. A) It is a breakthrough in the study of the nerve system.

  B) Its findings are quite contrary to previous research.

  C) Its result helps understand babies' language ability.

  D) It may stimulate scientists to make further studies.


  19. A) They talk at an earlier age.

  B) Their bones mature earlier.

  C) They are better able to adapt to the surroundings.

  D) The two sides of their brain develop simultaneously.


  Passage Two


  Questions 20 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  20. A) The city's general budget for the coming year.

  B) The blueprint for the development of the city.

  C) The controversy over the new office regulations.

  D) The new security plan for the municipal building.


  21. A) Whether the security checks were really necessary.

  B) Whether the security checks would create long queues at peak hours.

  C) How to cope with the huge crowds of visitors to the municipal building.

  D) How to train the newly recruited security guards.


  22. A) Confrontational.

  B) Straightforward.

  C) Ridiculous.

  D) Irrelevant.


  Passage Three


  Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  23. A) He considers himself a blessed man.

  B) He works hard to support his five kids.

  C) He used to work as a miner in Nevada.

  D) He once taught at a local high school.


  24. A) To be nearer to Zac's school.

  B) To cut their living expenses.

  C) To look after her grandchildren.

  D) To help with the household chores.


  25. A) Skeptical.

  B) Realistic.

  C) Indifferent.

  D) Optimistic.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  Mountain climbing is becoming a popular sport, but it is also a (26) __________ dangerous one. People can fall; they may also become ill. One of the most common dangers to climbers is altitude sickness, which can affect even very (27) __________ climbers.


  Altitude sickness usually begins when a climber goes above 8,000 or 9,000 feet. The higher one climbs, the less oxygen there is in the air. When people don't get enough oxygen, they often begin to (28) __________. They may also feel (29) __________. Besides these symptoms of altitude sickness, others such as headache and (30) __________ may also occur. At heights of over 18,000 feet, people may be climbing in a (31) __________ daze （恍惚）. This state of mind can have an (32) __________ effect on their judgment.


  A few (33) __________ can help most climbers avoid altitude sickness. The first is not to go too high too fast. If you climb to 10,000 feet, stay at that height for a day or two. Your body needs to (34) __________ a high altitude before you climb to an even higher one. Or if you do climb higher sooner, come back down to a lower height when you sleep. Also, drink plenty of liquids and avoid tobacco and alcohol. When you reach your top height, do light activities rather than sleep too much. You breathe less when you sleep, so you get less (35) __________.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  A key process in interpersonal interaction is that of social comparison, in that we 　36　 ourselves in terms of how we compare to others. In particular, we engage in two types of comparison. First, we decide whether we are superior or inferior to others on certain 　37　, such as attractiveness, intelligence, popularity, etc. Here, the important aspect is to compare with an appropriate reference group. For example, 　38　 joggers should not compare their performance with Olympic standard marathon （马拉松） runners. Second, we judge the extent to which we are the same as or different from others. At certain stages of life, 　39　 adolescence, the pressure to be seen as 　40　 to peers is immense. Thus, wearing the right brand of clothes or shoes may be of the utmost importance. We also need to know whether our thoughts, beliefs and ideas are in line with those of other people. This is part of the process of self-validation whereby we 　41　 self-disclosures to seek support for our self-concept.


  People who do not have 　42　 to a good listener may not only be denied the opportunity to heighten their self-awareness, but they are also denied valuable feedback as to the validity and acceptability of their inner thoughts and feelings. By 　43　 these with others, we receive feedback as to whether these are experiences which others have as well, or whether they are less 　44　. Furthermore, by 　45　 the reactions to our self-disclosures we learn what types are acceptable or unacceptable with particular people and in specific situations.


  
    A) rashly

    B) dimensions

    C) common

    D) especially

    E) similar

    F) access

    G) evaluate

    H) employ

    I) discussing

    J) gauging

    K) comparing

    L) modest

    M) different

    N) features

    O) appreciate

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  Tactics to Spark Creativity


  A) Why is it that some people rack their brains for new ideas, only to come up empty while others seem to shake them almost effortlessly out of their sleeves? Whether creativity is an innate gift or a cognitive process that anyone can jump-start is a question so intriguing that researchers keep studying it from different angles and discovering new and surprising techniques.


  B) Several recent studies suggest that the best route to an “aha moment” involves stepping away from daily chores—whether it's taking a daydream break, having a drink or two after work or simply gazing at something green. Of course, personality can make a difference. People who rate high in openness to new experiences in personality tests also may be more distractible and curious, according to a 2010 study in Creativity Research Journal.


  C) But open personality isn't the only path to inspiration, researchers say. Walking away from a problem to do simple, routine tasks, and letting the mind wander in the process, can spark creative new connections or approaches to solving dilemmas, says a 2012 study in Psychological Science. That helps explain why a lot of great ideas occur at transition times, when people are waking up or falling asleep, bathing, showering or jogging.


  D) For years, Amy Baxter, a physician and pain researcher, looked for ways to use cold to relieve children's pain from vaccination shots （疫苗接种）. But her light bulb moment didn't come until she was driving home from work, tired after an all-night shift in the emergency room. The steering wheel on her car was vibrating because the tires were poorly aligned, and she noticed as she pulled into her driveway that the vibration had made her hands numb. With help from her husband Louis, she made the connection: Combining vibration and cold might be enough to ease the pain of a shot.


  E) She applied a vibrating massager and a bag of frozen peas to the arm of her 7-year-old son Max, then rolled over his skin a small metal wheel used by neurologists to test sensitivity. Max felt nothing. That discovery sparked the development of “Buzzy”, a toylike vibrating bee fitted with a tiny ice pack. With help from a 2008 federal grant, she produced the device and began marketing it online. Buzzy is now being used in 500 hospitals to ease patients' pain from injections and infusions.


  F) Dr. Baxter's groggy, wee-hour （凌晨） insight wasn't a stroke of luck. Students in a 2011 study solved more problems requiring fresh new insights when they tackled them at off-peak times of day—in the evening for morning people, and in the morning for night owls, says the study, published in Thinking & Reasoning. Such advice runs counter to the conventional wisdom that solving problems requires focusing a person's attention and blocking out distractions.


  G) Viewing the color green may help make those ideas more apparent, according to research published in Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin. When students were given creativity tests, those whose test-cover pages had a green background gave more creative answers than those whose pages were white, blue, red or gray. Many see green as a symbol of fertility, growth and renewal, triggering the positive mood and striving for improvement that fosters creativity, says the study.


  H) Mind-wandering, often seen as daydreaming, allows the brain to incubate new approaches to familiar problems, serving as “a foundation for creative inspiration”, says the 2012 study in Psychological Science. In a test of creativity, researchers divided 145 students randomly into four groups. Three groups were given a 12-minute break with different assignments; a fourth group kept studying. When all the students tackled the same problems a second time, those who had done a simple, boring task during a break had more creative ideas than those who were assigned a tough cognitive puzzle, those who rested, or those who didn't take a break.


  I) Another tactic: Build time for mind wandering into daily routines, breaking away from tasks requiring concentration to take a walk or run, look out a window or do some relaxing, routine physical task. Atlanta ad executive John Stapleton had been trying for three weeks to come up with advertising ideas for a client, the Costa Rica Tourism Board, to encourage people to visit the Central American nation. But it wasn't until he got out of his Atlanta office, traveled to the Costa Rican rain forest and relaxed on his patio （露台） at a resort. Then a storm was approaching. An idea crept into his mind: all the howler monkeys started woofing like dogs, and the rain forest came to life.


  J) He and his colleagues developed an iPad app enabling users to create their own jungle music, syncing the sounds of howling monkeys, frogs, rain, fish and streams into a rhythmic symphony, free for children and potential adult visitors to download as a window into Costa Rica's biodiversity. A key to hatching the idea of illustrating biodiversity via music was to get away from juggling accounts and being constantly distracted, jumping from one task to the next, Mr. Stapleton assumes.


  K) Moderate drinking can also relax inhibitions （抑郁） in a way that seems to let the mind range across a wider set of possible connections. It can also help a person notice environmental cues or changes that a sober brain would block out, Dr. Wiley says.


  L) Priming （填充） the mind with a wide range of experiences and information also helps. Tor Myhren, an ad executive, says he uses “massive creative stimulus followed by total solitary confinement” to start ideas flowing. Anticipating a period of hard work recently, he read Wired magazine cover to cover, then went to see Django Unchained. When he set his brain up properly for it, when he'd fed his brain properly, he could do it.


  M) Entrepreneurial people have ideas about everything all the time, says Jonathan Kaplan, inventor of the Flip pocket camcorder, an idea that sparked a boom in personal videos a few years ago. We always think we're right and always think it's possible to do them, says Kaplan, who is now chief executive of a company based on his latest idea, The Melt, San Francisco.


  N) Straying from your field of expertise can help, studies show. Market-research executive Sterling Lanier was looking for successful new ideas a few years ago. “I was in Death Valley from 2007 to 2010, thinking maybe I lost it,” he says. “Then I relaxed a little, went out to lunch, started telling stories while drinking beer with a friend, a cancer epidemiologist （流行病学专家）.” His friend started complaining about all the problems she had of getting research subjects to fill out arduous, 400-question medical surveys.


  O) Then came his light-bulb moment: “You have to make it entertaining. Why don't you just make it super fun and friendly on the iPad?” he asked. By applying market-research techniques to a new field, he came up with a colorful, gamelike medical questionnaire that became the basis for the new company he heads; the product is being used at a growing number of research hospitals and clinics.


  46. Combining vibration and cold may be helpful to lessen kids' sufferings from vaccination shots.


  47. Green can stimulate one's optimistic emotion and high spirits in pursuit of progress, thereby enhancing creative power.


  48. Users can make their own jungle music with the help of an iPad app developed by an Atlanta ad executive.


  49. The issue about where new ideas come from interested researchers to study it from different angles.


  50. Information from the magazine and movie was stuffed into Tor Myhren's mind and this gave him the great power of creativity.


  51. An interesting medical questionnaire became the basis for the foundation of a new company, whose product is being used by many hospitals.


  52. Drinking an appropriate amount of alcohol is conducive to one's mental and physical relaxation.


  53. A study shows that mind-wandering can help to inspire people's ability to overcome familiar difficulties.


  54. Creativity is not only related with open personality but also connected with doing simple daily work and flying the mind freely.


  55. It is at off-peak times of day that new ideas can be sparked to cope with tough problems.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  Amid all the job losses, there's one category of worker that the economic disruption has been good for: nonhumans.


  From self-service checkout lines at the supermarket to industrial robots armed with saws and taught to carve up animal bodies in slaughter-houses, these ever-more-intelligent machines are now not just assisting workers but actually kicking them out of their jobs.


  Automation isn't just affecting factory workers, either. Some law firms now use artificial intelligence software to scan and read mountains of legal documents, work that previously was performed by highly-paid human lawyers.


  “Robots continue to have an impact on blue-collar jobs, and white-collar jobs are under attack by microprocessors,” says economics professor Edward Leamer. The recession permanently wiped out 2.5 million jobs. U.S. gross domestic product has climbed back to pre-recession levels, meaning we're producing as much as before, only with 6% fewer workers. To be sure, robotics are not the only job killers out there, with outsourcing （外包） stealing far more jobs than automation.


  Jeff Burnstein, president of the Robotics Industry Association, argues that robots actually save U.S. jobs. His logic: companies that embrace automation might use fewer workers, but that's still better than firing everyone and moving the work overseas.


  It's not that robots are cheaper than humans, though often they are. It's that they're better. “In some cases the quality requirements are so exacting that even if you wanted to have a human do the job, you couldn't,” Burnstein says.


  Same goes for surgeons, who're using robotic systems to perform an ever-growing list of operations—not because the machines save money but because, thanks to the greater precision of robots, the patients recover in less time and have fewer complications, says Dr. Myriam Curet.


  Surgeons may survive the robot invasion, but others at the hospital might not be so lucky, as iRobot, maker of the Roomba, a robot vacuum cleaner, has been showing off Ava, which could be used as a messenger in a hospital. And once you're home, recovering, Ava could let you talk to your doctor, so there's no need to send someone to your house. That “mobile telepresence” could be useful at the office. If you're away on a trip, you can still attend a meeting. Just connect via videoconferencing software, so your face appears on Ava's screen.


  Is any job safe? I was hoping to say “journalist,” but researchers are already developing software that can gather facts and write a news story. Which means that a few years from now, a robot could be writing this column. And who will read it? Well, there might be a lot of us hanging around with lots of free time on our hands.


  56. What do we learn from the first few paragraphs?


  A) The over-use of robots has done damage to American economy.

  B) It is hard for robots to replace humans in highly professional work.

  C) Artificial intelligence is key to future technological innovations.

  D) The robotic industry has benefited from the economic recession.


  57. What caused the greatest loss of jobs in America?


  A) Using microprocessors extensively.

  B) Moving production to other countries.

  C) The bankruptcy of many companies.

  D) The invasion of migrant workers.


  58. What does Jeff Burnstein say about robots?


  A) They help companies to revive.

  B) They are cheaper than humans.

  C) They prevent job losses in a way.

  D) They compete with human workers.


  59. Why are robotic systems replacing surgeons in more and more operations according to Dr. Myriam Curet?


  A) They save lots of money for the patients.

  B) They beat humans in precision.

  C) They take less time to perform a surgery.

  D) They make operations less painful.


  60. What does the author imply about robotics?


  A) It will greatly enrich literary creation.

  B) It will start a new technological revolution.

  C) It will revolutionize scientific research.

  D) It will be applied in any field imaginable.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  You've now heard it so many times, you can probably repeat it in your sleep. President Obama will no doubt make the point publicly when he gets to Beijing: the Chinese need to consume more; they need—believe it or not—to become more like Americans, for the sake of the global economy.


  And it's all true. But the other side of that equation is that the U.S. needs to save more. For the moment, American households actually are doing so. After the personal-savings rate dipped to zero in 2005, the shock of the economic crisis last year prompted people to snap shut their wallets.


  In China, the household-savings rate exceeds 20%. It is partly for policy reasons. As we've seen, wage earners are expected to care for not only their children but their aging parents. And there is, to date, only the flimsiest （脆弱的） of publicly-funded health care and pension systems, which increases incentives for individuals to save while they are working. But China is a society that has long esteemed personal financial prudence （谨慎）. There is no chance that will change anytime soon, even if the government creates a better social safety net and successfully encourages greater consumer spending.


  Why does the U.S. need to learn a little frugality （节俭）? Because healthy savings rates are one of the surest indicators of a country's long-term financial health. High savings lead, over time, to increased investment, which in turn generates productivity gains, innovation and job growth. In short, savings are the seed corn of a good economic harvest.


  The U.S. government thus needs to act as well. By running constant deficits, it is dis-saving, even as households save more. Peter Orszag, Obama's Budget Director, recently called the U.S. budget deficits unsustainable and he's right. To date, the U.S. has seemed unable to see the consequences of spending so much more than is taken in. That needs to change. And though Hu Jintao and the rest of the Chinese leadership aren't inclined to lecture visiting Presidents, he might gently hint that Beijing is getting a little nervous about the value of the dollar—which has fallen 15% since March, in large part because of increasing fears that America's debt load is becoming unmanageable.


  That's what happens when you're the world's biggest creditor: you get to drop hints like that, which would be enough by themselves to create international economic chaos if they were ever leaked. (Every time any official in Beijing deliberates publicly about seeking an alternative to the U.S. dollar for the $2.1 trillion China holds in reserve, currency traders have a heart attack.) If Americans saved more and spent less, consistently over time, they wouldn't have to worry about all that.


  61. How did the economic crisis affect Americans?


  A) They had to tighten their belts.

  B) Their bank savings rate dropped to zero.

  C) Their leadership in the global economy was shaken.

  D) They became concerned about China's financial policy.


  62. What should be done to encourage Chinese people to consume?


  A) Changing their traditional way of life.

  B) Providing fewer incentives for saving.

  C) Improving China's social security system.

  D) Cutting down the expenses on child-rearing.


  63. What does the author mean by saying “savings are the seed corn of a good economic harvest” (Lines 3-4, Para. 4)?


  A) The more one saves, the more returns one will reap.

  B) A country's economy hinges on its savings policy.

  C) Those who keep saving will live an easy life in the end.

  D) A healthy savings rate promotes economic prosperity.


  64. In what circumstances do currency traders become scared?


  A) When Beijing allows its currency exchange rates to float.

  B) When China starts to reduce its current foreign reserves.

  C) When China talks about switching its dollar reserves to other currencies.

  D) When Beijing mentions in public the huge debts America owes China.


  65. What is the author's purpose of writing the passage?


  A) To urge the American government to cut deficits.

  B) To encourage Chinese people to spend more.

  C) To tell Americans not to worry about their economy.

  D) To promote understanding between China and America.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  京剧


  京剧（Peking Opera）已有200多年的历史，是中国的国剧。与其他地方戏相比，京剧享有更高的声誉，但其实京剧融合了多种地方戏的元素。京剧演员的脸谱（facial make-up）和戏服都很精美，相比之下舞台布景则十分简单。表演者主要应用四种技能：唱、念、做、打。京剧较擅长于表现历史题材的政治、军事斗争，故事大多取自历史演义和小说话本（historic and fictional stories）。在古代，京剧大多是在户外演出的，因此演员们形成了一种有穿透力的唱腔，以便每个人都能听到。


2012年12月大学英语六级考试真题精析


  


Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  Man and Computer


  There is no doubt that the computer has brought about massive changes in human society. It has penetrated every aspect of our life, ranging from supermarket to high-speed railways and it makes our life easy by freeing us from heavy and dull work.


  Despite the conveniences it brings, people come to realize how heavily they are dependent on the “Elec-tronic Brain” and worry about its potential risks. Just as the saying “The real danger is not that the computer will begin to think like man, but that man will begin to think like the computer” indicates, people nowadays spend so long before the screen that they communicate and interact with people less in real life than in the past. Their creativity in thinking and flexibility in handling problems have been gradually lost as time goes by. These are such bad signs that should arouse our attention because we, as senior and social creatures, should maintain our social bonds and keep our minds creative.


  Although the concern makes sense, we should not be overwhelmed anyway. We humans, intelligent enough to invent the computer, will be able to take control of the situation and make use of it in a wiser way.


  【译文】


  毫无疑问，计算机给人类社会带来了巨大的变化。从超市到高速铁路，它已经渗透到我们生活的方方面面。它把我们从繁重而枯燥的工作中解放了出来，让我们的生活变得更加轻松。


  然而，尽管它带来了诸多便利，人们也开始意识到自己是多么严重地依赖“电脑”，也开始对其潜在的风险忧心忡忡。正如格言“真正的危险并不是计算机开始像人类那样思考，而是人类开始像计算机那样思考”所揭示的那样，如今人们待在电脑前的时间过长，以至于与过去相比，在现实生活中人与人之间的交流更少了。他们的创新思维和灵活处理问题的能力随着时间的推移逐渐丧失。这些迹象很糟糕，应该引起我们的重视，因为我们作为高级的社会动物，应该维系各种社会关系，并保持创造性思维。


  虽然以上忧虑不无道理，但无论如何我们不应该被吓倒。人类既然有足够的智慧来发明计算机，也必定能掌控局面，以更明智的方式利用它。


  【要点用法】


  there is no doubt... 毫无疑问……

  bring about 带来

  every aspect of... ……的方方面面

  rang from...to... 范围从……到……

  free...from... 把……从……中解放出来

  come to realize 开始意识到

  be dependent on 依赖，依靠

  as time goes by 随着时间的流逝

  arouse one's attention 引起某人的关注（重视）

  make sense 有意义，有道理，讲得通，言之有理

  take control of 控制，掌控

  make use of 利用

  in a wiser way 更好地，以更明智的方式


  【句法点评】


  1. There is no doubt that the computer has brought about massive changes in human society.


  同位语从句开篇，开门见山地指出本文的论述对象（计算机和人类）。


  2. It has penetrated every aspect of our life, ranging from supermarket to high-speed railways and it makes our life easy by freeing us from heavy and dull work.


  两个并列分句进一步阐述计算机对人类的贡献，这是文章的第一个层次。分词结构作状语体现了句式的变化。


  3. Despite the conveniences it brings, people come to realize how heavily they are dependent on the “Electronic Brain” and worry about its potential risks.


  承上启下的过渡句，转到对计算机给人类带来的负面影响的阐述，这是文章的第二个层次。宾语从句和定语从句的运用使句式表达多样化。


  4. Just as the saying “The real danger is not that the computer will begin to think like man, but that man will begin to think like the computer” indicates, people nowadays spend so long before the screen that they communicate and interact with people less in real life than in the past.


  结合题干要求对格言进行评论，进一步说明计算机对人类的负面影响。主从复合句构成的长句使表达缜密，体现逻辑性。


  5. Their creativity in thinking and flexibility in handling problems have been gradually lost as time goes by.


  更深入地阐释计算机对人类的负面影响，增强说服力。被动语态+主动语态，句式灵活多样。


  6. Although the concern makes sense, we should not be overwhelmed anyway.


  承上启下的转折句，从文章的第二个层次过渡到总结段。总述句简明扼要。


  7. We humans, intelligent enough to invent the computer, will be able to take control of the situation and make use of it in a wiser way.


  该句为总结句，指出会有办法来解决第二个层次所提到的担忧，体现行文的严谨和阐述的全面性，深化主题。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. B


  
    M: I'd like to go camping with you this weekend, but I don't have a sleeping bag.


    W: No problem. You can count on me to get one for you. My family has tons of camping gear.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项都以she开头，可知本题考查女士做某事。


  2. 从选项中的sleeping bag和camping gear可知，对话可能围绕宿营装备展开。


  3. 两项提到了与租借某物相关的内容（lend, for rent）。


  结论：对话考查女士做某事，并且可能与女士租借宿营装备有关，需重点听相关内容。


  【解析】男士说这周末想和女士一起去露营，但是自己没有睡袋。女士说可以为男士找一个睡袋，因为她家里有很多宿营装备。女士的意思是她可以借给男士一个睡袋，故选B。camping gear 意为“宿营装备”，包括sleeping bag。count on意为“指望；依赖”。


  2. B


  
    M: I know I promised to drive you to the airport next Thursday, but I'm afraid something has come up. They've called a special meeting at work.


    W: No big deal. Karen said she was available as a back-up.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项中提到了Karen，对话很可能提到了Karen。


  2. 由选项中的Karen can take her、Karen always supports her和she...asking the man for help可知，对话可能涉及女士寻求帮助。


  结论：对话可能围绕女士寻求或获得帮助展开，提供帮助的人很可能是Karen。


  【解析】从对话中可知，男士下周四临时有事不能送女士去机场了，女士回答说Karen有空。听音重点在back-up，意为“备用，备份”，在此意为Karen可以替男士送女士去机场，故选B。


  3. D


  
    W: Have you saved enough money for a trip to Hawaii?


    M: Not even close. My uncle must put the brakes on my traveling plans.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以he开头，两项以his开头，本题考查内容与男士有关。


  2. 三项提到了trip，一项提到了traveling，对话围绕旅行展开。


  3. 由选项中的has used up all his money和can't afford可知，对话可能提到了男士旅行的资金有困难。


  结论：对话围绕男士的旅行展开，很可能提到了旅行资金紧张。


  【解析】女士问男士去夏威夷旅行的钱攒够了没有，男士回答说还差得远，他的叔叔一定会限制他的旅行计划。由此可以推断，男士还支付不起旅行费用，故选D。put the brakes on sth.意为“对……加以限制”，考生需了解brake的引申含义方能正确解答本题。


  4. C


  
    M: I'm starving. Do we still have any pie left from dinner yesterday?


    W: Oh, Julie invited her friends over in the afternoon and they ate it all.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项提到了dinner，对话可能涉及晚餐。


  2. 一项提到了Julie，对话中可能提到了Julie。


  3. 由选项中的some pie和something else to eat可以推断，对话可能围绕食物展开。


  结论：对话可能围绕晚餐的食物展开。


  【解析】男士说他饿了，问女士昨晚晚餐有没有剩下些馅饼，女士回答说Julie下午邀请了朋友过来，他们把剩下的馅饼都吃光了，由此可推断男士不得不找其他的东西吃，故选C。


  5. C


  
    W: Three letters of recommendation are required to apply to graduate schools. I was wondering if the one Professor Smith wrote for me last year could still be used.


    M: It's a bit dated. You'd better submit a recent one.


    Q: What does the man suggest the woman do?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头，可知本题可能考查某人将要做某事。


  2. 三项内容与写信有关（letter, letters）。


  结论：对话考查某人将要做某事，并且很可能与信件有关。


  【解析】女士说想要申请读研究生需要提交三份推荐信。她在想史密斯教授去年给她写的那一封是否还能派上用场。男士说那一封有点过时了，建议女士提交一份近期的。听音重点在dated和recent，两个单词的意思正好相反。选项C中的new为对话中recent的同义转述。


  6. B


  
    W: I've noticed that you spend a lot of time tending your garden. Would you like to join our gardening club? We meet every other Wednesday.


    M: Oh, thanks for the invitation, but this is how I relax. I'd rather not make it something formal and structured.


    Q: What can we infer about the man?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头，可知本题考查内容与男士有关。


  2. 三项提到了gardening，一项提到了gardener，对话应该是围绕园艺展开。


  结论：对话应该是围绕男士的园艺展开。


  【解析】女士说她注意到男士花很长时间打理花园，问男士愿不愿意参加园艺俱乐部。从男士的回答“谢谢你的邀请，但这是我放松的方式。我不想让它变成一件正式和有组织的事情”可以推断出，他拒绝了参加园艺俱乐部的邀请，故选B。听音重点在对话中的but处，考生需弄清男士的暗示。


  7. A


  
    M: I heard the recent sculpture exhibit was kind of disappointing.


    W: That's right. I guess a lot of other people feel the way I do about modern art.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 三项提到了modern art，对话很可能围绕现代艺术展开。


  2. 两项提到了sculpture，对话可能涉及雕塑或雕塑品。


  3. 两项提到了people以及人与现代艺术的关系，对话可能与此有关。


  结论：对话很可能围绕现代艺术展开，可能涉及雕塑或雕塑品，以及现代艺术与人类的关系。


  【解析】男士说他听说近期举办的雕塑展览有些令人失望。女士同意男士的说法，并说“我猜许多人对现代艺术的感觉和我一样”。由此可以推断，女士不欣赏现代艺术，而且她认为很多人也不欣赏现代艺术，故选A。sculpture exhibit意为“雕塑展”。


  8. A


  
    M: Bob is running for chairman of the student union. Will you vote for him?


    W: Oh, I can't decide right now because I have to find out more about the other candidates.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以Bob开头，两项以she开头，可知本题考查的内容与Bob或女士有关。


  2. 由选项中的vote、candidate、win可以推断，对话可能围绕某个竞选活动或比赛展开，并且由选项句意判断，Bob是竞选活动或比赛的候选人或选手之一。


  结论：对话可能围绕某个竞选活动或比赛展开。


  【解析】男士说Bob正在竞选学生会主席，问女士会不会选他。女士回答说她现在还没法决定，因为她还要了解其他候选人的更多信息，由此可以推断出，Bob不能指望女士投他的票，故选A。run for意为“竞选”，vote for意为“投票赞成”。


  Conversation One


  W: I don't know what to do. ［9］I can't seem to get anyone in the hospital to listen to my complaints and this outdated equipment is dangerous. Just look at it.


  M: Hmm, uh, are you trying to say that it presents a health hazard?


  W: Yes, I am. The head technician in the lab tried to persuade the hospital administration to replace it, but they are trying to cut costs.


  M: You are pregnant, aren't you?


  W: Yes, I am. ［10］I made an effort to get my supervisor to transfer me to another department, but he urged me not to complain too loudly, because the administration is more likely to replace me than the X-ray equipment. I'm afraid to refuse to work, but I'm more afraid to expose my unborn child to the radiation.


  M: I see what you mean. Well, as your union representative, I have to warn you that it would take quite a while to force management to replace the old machines, and attempt to get you transferred may or may not be successful.


  W: Oh, what am I supposed to do then?


  M: ［11］Workers have the legal right to refuse certain unsafe work assignments under two federal laws: the Occupational Safety and Health Act and the National Labor Relations Act. But the requirements of either of the acts may be difficult to meet.


  W: Do you think I have a good case?


  M: ［12］If you do lose your job, the union will fight to get it back for you along with back pay—your lost income. But you have to be prepared for a long wait, maybe up to two years.


  9. What does the woman complain about?


  10. What has the woman asked her supervisor to do?


  11. What does the man say about the two federal laws?


  12. What will the union do if the woman loses her job?


  9. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词短语。


  2. 三项含有表示负面意义的词（poor, outdated, hazard）。


  3. 两项含有与医院有关的词（hospital, medical）。


  结论：该题可能以what进行提问，考查的内容可能跟医院的某个不好的方面有关，听音时应重点关注各选项中的关键词（management, medical testing procedures, decisions made by the head technician, health hazard）。


  【解析】该题问女士抱怨什么。对话一开头女士就说自己不知道该怎么办，那台过时的设备很危险，但似乎医院中没有人听她的抱怨。男士问女士的意思是否是那台设备会危及健康，女士给予了肯定的回答。四个选项中只有D项“她所在的工作场所中的健康隐患”是女士所抱怨的内容，故为正确答案。其中health hazard属于原词重现。


  10. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头。


  2. 三项提到了her。


  3. 三项含有与工作上的变化有关的内容（cut down...workload, transfer...to another department, allow...to go on leave for two months）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能与女士工作方面的变化有关。听音时应重点关注女士所说的话，并留意与减少工作量、调换部门或休假有关的内容。


  【解析】本题问女士想要她的主管做什么。对话中女士提到，她尽力想让主管把自己调到别的部门去，但是主管却劝她不要大声抱怨，因为相比换X光设备，管理层更可能换掉该女士。C项是对话内容的原词重现，为正确答案。其他三项内容对话中均未提及，故都可排除。


  11. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均含有表示负面意义的词（impossible to enforce, neither is applicable, requirements may be difficult to meet, subject to criticism）。


  2. 三项提到了第三人称复数或其某种形式（they, their, them）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能与对they的负面评价有关。


  【解析】本题问关于两部联邦法案，男士说了什么。对话中，在听了女士对情况的描述后男士说，根据两部联邦法律《职业安全与健康法案》和《国家劳资关系法案》，拒绝某些不安全的工作职责是雇员的合法权利，但是要满足其中任何一个法案的要求可能都很困难。四个选项中，只有C项的意思与之相符，故为正确答案。其他三个选项对话中均未提及，故都可排除。


  12. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头。


  2. 三项提到了her。


  3. 两项提到了与工作有关的内容（mass strike, job），两项提到了与报酬有关的词（compensate, better paying）。


  结论：该题考查动作，内容可能与女士的工作或报酬有关。听音时应重点关注相关内容。


  【解析】本题问如果女士失去工作，工会将会怎么做。在对话的最后男士说，如果女士真的失去了工作，工会将竭力为女士讨回工作以及欠付工资，但女士要做好长期等待的准备，因为这个过程可能需要两年。四个选项中，只有B项内容与此一致，故为正确答案。其他三项均为无中生有，都可排除。


  Conversation Two


  W: Mr. Green, is it fair to say that negotiation is an art?


  M: Well, I think it's both an art and a science. ［13］You can prepare for a negotiation quite scientifically, but the execution of the negotiation has quite a lot to do with one's artistic quality. The scientific part of a negotiation is in determining your strategy. What do you want out of it? What can you give? Then of course there are tactics. How do you go about it? Do you take an opening position in the negotiation which differs from the eventual goal you are heading for? And then of course there are the behavioral aspects.


  W: What do you mean by the behavioral aspects?


  M: Well, that's I think where the art comes in. ［14］In your behavior, you can either be an actor. You can pretend that you don't like things which you are actually quite pleased about. Or you can pretend to like things which you are quite happy to do without. Or you can be the honest type negotiator who's known to his partners in negotiation and always plays everything straight. But the artistic part of negotiation I think has to do with responding immediately to cues one gets in the process of negotiation. These can be verbal cues or even body language. This is where the artistic quality comes in.


  W: So really, you see two types of negotiator then, the actor or the honest one.


  M: That's right. ［15］And both can work. I would say the honest negotiator can be quite effective in some circumstances. In other circumstances you need an actor.


  13. When is a scientific approach best embodied in a negotiation according to the man?


  14. In what way is a negotiator like an actor according to the man?


  15. What does the man say about the two types of negotiator?


  13. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为介词短语。


  2. 三项含有与陈述或讲话的不同阶段有关的词（preparatory phase, concluding part, stating your terms）。


  结论：该题可能考查做某事的时机，所做的事情可能与陈述或讲话有关，结合D项中的concession（妥协；让步）可推测，该题考查的内容涉及谈判或争论。听音时应将重点放在四个选项中的关键词上。


  【解析】本题问根据男士所说的话，将科学的方法融入到谈判中的最佳时机是什么时候。在对话的开头男士说，谈判既是一种艺术也是一种科学，你可以用极其科学的方法准备谈判，但执行谈判跟一个人的艺术特质有相当大的关系。由此可知，将科学的方法融入到谈判中的最佳时机是在准备阶段，A项正确。


  14. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头。


  2. 三项含有与谈判有关的词（make his points clear, presents his arguments, responds readily to the other party's proposals）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能与男士在谈判中的表现有关。听音时应重点关注男士的话语，并对选项中出现的关键词多加留意。


  【解析】本题问根据男士所说的话，谈判者在什么方面会像个演员。对话中，在回答女士的第二个问题时，男士说他认为谈判的艺术性源于行为，在行为上，你可以是一个演员。对于你其实非常喜欢的东西假装不在意，或对于你不在意的东西装作很喜欢。四个选项中，D项的意思与之最为接近，故为正确答案。C项是最大的干扰项，男士提到他认为谈判的艺术性与对谈判过程中获得的提示快速做出反应有关，这里的提示指的是对方不经意间流露出的信息，而非对方的提议，故可排除。


  15. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项含有表示比较的词（more effective than, works better）。


  2. 两项提到了两种类型的人（the honest type, the actor type）。


  结论：由以上分析推测该题考查对两种类型的人的比较。根据D项中的negotiations（谈判）以及上题中的分析可知，这两种类型的人可能是坦率型谈判者和演员型谈判者。具体信息需根据听力内容做出进一步的判断。


  【解析】本题问关于两种类型的谈判者，男士怎么说。在对话的最后男士说，两种谈判者都能发挥作用，在一些情况下坦率型谈判者会很有成效，但在另一些情况下你又会需要演员型的谈判者。A项是对这一意思的同义转述，故为正确答案。其他三项均可排除。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  A scientific team is studying the thinking ability of 11-and-a-half-month-old children. The test is a simple one. The baby watches a sort of show on a small stage. In Act 1 of the show, a yellow cube is lifted from a blue box and moved across the stage. Then it is returned to the box. This is repeated six times. ［16］Act 2 is similar except that the yellow cube is smaller. Baby boys do not react at all to the difference and the size of the cube, but girls immediately become excited.


  ［17］The scientists interpret the girls' excitement as meaning they are trying to understand what they have just seen. They are wondering why Act 2 is odd and how it differs from Act 1. In other words, the little girls are reasoning. This experiment certainly does not definitely prove that girls start to reason before boys, ［18］but it provides a clue that scientists would like to study more carefully. Already it is known that bones, muscles and nerves develop faster in baby girls. Perhaps it is early nerve development that makes some infant girls show more intelligence than infant boys.


  ［19］Scientists have also found that nature seems to give another boost to girls. Baby girls usually talk at an earlier age than boys do. Scientists think that there is a physical reason for this. They believe that the nerve endings in the left side of the brain develop faster in girls than in boys. And it is this side of the brain that strongly influences an individual's ability to use language and remember things.


  16. What is the difference between Act 1 and Act 2 in the test?


  17. How do the scientists interpret their observation from the experiment?


  18. What does the speaker say about the experiment?


  19. According to scientists, what is another advantage given to girls by nature?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题选项，根据其中的关键词girls、boys、study、research、scientists推测，本文很可能与对女孩和男孩某方面情况的研究有关，听音时应重点关注相关内容。

  


  16. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均含有表示事物某种属性的词（weight, number of times, size, shape）。


  2. 三项含有事物的名称（boxes, objects, cubes）。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能与某种事物的属性有关。


  【解析】短文提到，表演的第二幕与第一幕相似，除了使用的黄色方块比第一幕中的小之外。也就是说，这两段表演的区别在于使用的物体的大小不同，故选C。


  17. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均含有girls和boys。


  2. 四项均含有表示比较的连词than。


  结论：本题是要将男孩与女孩在某方面的情况进行对比。


  【解析】短文提到，科学家将女孩的表现解读为她们在试图理解看到的现象，也就是说，女孩在进行推理，后文接着指出虽然这个实验不能确切地证明女孩比男孩更早开始进行推理，但也为科学家们进行更为细致的研究提供了线索。由此可见，科学家将实验中女孩的表现解读为她们似乎比男孩更早开始进行推理，故正确答案为A。


  18. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均含有it或its。


  2. 三项含有表示“研究”的词（study, research, studies）。


  结论：本题很可能考查与某项研究有关的情况，可能是研究的结果，也可能是研究的发现等。


  【解析】短文提到，这个实验为科学家们进行更为细致的研究提供了线索，这句话表明了本文作者对这个实验得到的结果的看法，故正确答案为D。


  19. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 三项含有they或their。


  2. 三项含有形容词比较级（earlier, better）。


  结论：本题很可能考查两种人、事物或情况的对比。


  【解析】短文提到，科学家们还发现了女孩天生拥有的另一项优势，即女孩开始说话的时间通常比男孩早。这句话与选项A的意思吻合，故选A。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  ［20］A superintendent of the city's municipal building, Delia Sedano, was responsible for presenting its new security plan to the public. City employees, citizens and reporters gathered in the hall to hear her describe the plan. After outlining the main points she would cover, she assured the audience that she would be happy to answer questions at the end of her presentation.


  Delia realized the plan was expensive and potentially controversial, so she was not surprised to see a number of hands go up as soon as she finished speaking. ［21］An employee asked, “Will the new system create long lines to get into the building, like the lines at airport security checks?” Delia had anticipated this question and had an answer ready. After repeating the question, she explained that a sufficient number of security guards would be working at peak hours to speed things along.


  The next question was more confrontational, “Where will the money come from to pay for all of this?” ［22］The journalist who asked the question seemed hostile. But Delia was careful not to adopt a defensive tone. She stated that the money would come from the city's general budget. “I know these are tight times,” she added, “but everyone agrees on the importance of safeguarding our employees and members of the public who come into the building.” Near the end of the twenty-five minutes, she had said.


  Delia said she would take 2 more questions. When those were finished, she concluded the session with a brief restatement of how the new system will improve security and peace of mind at the municipal building.


  20. What is the focus of Delia Sedano's presentation?


  21. What question had Delia Sedano anticipated?


  22. What did the speaker think of the question from the journalist?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题选项，根据其中的关键词city、security、municipal building推测，本文很可能与政府大楼的安保有关，听音时应重点关注相关内容。

  


  20. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为名词短语。


  2. 两项含有city。


  3. 四项均含有与“将来”有关的词（budget, blueprint, new office regulations, new security plan）。


  结论：本题很可能是用what提问，且与一个城市将要实施的某种新措施有关。


  【解析】短文提到，身为市政府大楼监督员的迪莉娅·塞达诺（Delia Sedano）负责向公众讲解市政大楼的新安保计划，故选D。


  21. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 三项含有security。


  2. 两项以whether开头，两项以how to开头。


  结论：本题很可能考查与安保有关的问题。


  【解析】短文提到，一名员工问迪莉娅：“新的安保系统是否会让进入大楼的人排起长队，就像在机场等待安检的队伍那样？”迪莉娅预料到有人会提出这个问题，并且已经准备好了答案，故选B。注意本题问“迪莉娅预料到会有人提出什么问题”，因此短文中虽然提到了两个问题，但正确答案只能是B。


  22. A


  【解题思路】四个选项均为形容词，由此可以推测，本题要考查的可能是某一事物的属性。


  【解析】短文提到，发问的记者似乎充满敌意。选项A意为“挑衅的”，与原文中的hostile意思相近，故答案为A。选项B意为“坦率的”；选项C意为“可笑的”；选项D意为“无关的”，均与原文意思不符，故排除。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  Despite unemployment and the loss of her home, Andrea Clark considers herself a blessed and happy woman. Why the cheerful attitude? Her troubles have brought her closer to her family. ［23］Last year, Andrea's husband, Rick, a miner in Nevada, was laid off. ［24］Though Andrea kept her job as a school bus driver, she knew they couldn't pay their bills and support their youngest of five children, Zac, aged nine, on one income. At first, their church helped out. “But you can't keep that up forever,” Andrea says. ［24］Then Michael, the eldest of her four adult children, suggested they move in with his family. For almost three months, seven Clarks lived under one roof. Andrea, Rick and Zac stayed in the basement apartment, sharing laundry and a single bathroom with Michael, his wife and their two children.


  The change cut their expenditures in half, but the new living arrangement proved too challenging. When Andrea found a job with a school district closer to her mother's home in West Jordan, Utah, the family decided to move on. Packing up again was no picnic. Zac had to switch schools for the second time and space is even tighter. Andrea says that the moves themselves are exhausting and Rick is still looking for a job.


  ［25］The recession has certainly come with more problems than Andrea anticipated, but she remains unfailingly optimistic. She is excited to spend more time with her mother. Another plus, rents are lower in Utah than in Nevada. So Andrea thinks they'll be able to save up and move out in less than 6 months.


  23. What do we learn about Andrea's husband?


  24. Why did Andrea move to live in her eldest son's home?


  25. What is Andrea's attitude toward the hardships brought by the economic recession?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题选项，根据其中的关键词support、work、taught、look after、living expenses推测，本文很可能与谋生、养家有关，听音时应重点关注相关内容。

  


  23. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项的主语均为he。


  2. 三项含有与“工作”有关的词（works, used to work, taught）。


  结论：本题很可能考查某人的工作情况。


  【解析】短文提到，安德烈娅（Andrea）的丈夫里克（Rick）是内华达州的一名矿工，但去年他失业了。也就是说，他以前是内华达州的一名矿工，故选C。


  24. B


  【解题思路】四项均为不定式短语，因此本题很可能考查做某事的目的。


  【解析】短文提到，尽管安德烈娅从事校车司机的工作，她也知道仅靠她一个人的收入无法支付所有的费用，也无法抚养他们最小的孩子——年仅9岁的幼子扎克（Zac）。后来他们最年长的孩子迈克尔（Michael）建议他们到自己家去同住。由此可以推断，安德烈娅夫妇无法养家糊口，所以他们最年长的孩子邀请他们与自己同住，这样做的目的是节省开支，故选B。


  25. D


  【解题思路】四项均为表示态度的形容词，因此本题很可能考查某人对某事的态度。


  【解析】短文提到，尽管经济不景气带来的问题比安德烈娅预料的要多，但她仍旧保持乐观。optimistic意为“乐观的”，与原文内容一致，故选D。skeptical意为“怀疑的”；realistic意为“现实的”；indifferent意为“漠不关心的”，均不符合原文，故排除。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  Mountain climbing is becoming a popular sport, but it is also a ［26］potentially dangerous one. People can fall; they may also become ill. One of the most common dangers to climbers is altitude sickness, which can affect even very ［27］experienced climbers.


  Altitude sickness usually begins when a climber goes above 8,000 or 9,000 feet. The higher one climbs, the less oxygen there is in the air. When people don't get enough oxygen, they often begin to ［28］gasp for air. They may also feel ［29］dizzy and light-headed. Besides these symptoms of altitude sickness, others such as headache and ［30］fatigue may also occur. At heights of over 18,000 feet, people may be climbing in a ［31］constant daze （恍惚）. This state of mind can have an ［32］adverse effect on their judgment.


  A few ［33］precautions can help most climbers avoid altitude sickness. The first is not to go too high too fast. If you climb to 10,000 feet, stay at that height for a day or two. Your body needs to ［34］get used to a high altitude before you climb to an even higher one. Or if you do climb higher sooner, come back down to a lower height when you sleep. Also, drink plenty of liquids and avoid tobacco and alcohol. When you reach your top height, do light activities rather than sleep too much. You breathe less when you sleep, so you get less ［35］oxygen.


  
    26. potentially 潜在地，可能地

    27. experienced 有经验的

    28. gasp for air 大口喘气

    29. dizzy and light-headed 眩晕

    30. fatigue 疲劳

    31. constant 持续的

    32. adverse 不利的

    33. precautions 预防措施

    34. get used to 习惯，适应

    35. oxygen 氧气

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  人际交往中的一个关键过程是“社会比较”，在这个过程中我们通过同他人的比较来进行自我［36］评估。尤其是我们要进行两种类型的比较。首先，我们要判定自己在诸如魅力、智力和受欢迎程度等［37］方面是否优于或逊于他人。这里的一个重要方面是与适当的参照人群进行比较。例如，［38］能力有限的慢跑者不应该同奥运会标准的马拉松运动员相比较。其次，我们要评判自己与他人相同或不同的程度。在人生的某些阶段，［39］尤其是在青少年时期，和同伴［40］保持一致的压力非常大。因此，穿对衣服或者鞋子的品牌可能至关重要。我们还需要清楚自己的想法、信念和观念是否与他人一致。这是“自我确认”过程的一部分，在这一过程中我们［41］运用“自我表露”的方式去寻求对“自我认识”的支持。


  无法［42］找到好的倾诉对象的人不仅可能会被剥夺增强自我意识的机会，而且还会在内心的想法和情感的正确性和可接受度方面得不到有价值的反馈。通过与其他人［43］探讨，我们得到这样一些反馈：这些经历是否其他人也有过，又或者这些经历是否［44］很少见。而且，通过［45］测试对“自我表露”的反应，我们能够了解到什么类型的“自我表露”在某些场合对于某些人来说是可以接受或不可接受的。


  【答案解析】


  36. G) evaluate


  语法判断：该空所在的分句是一个由in that引导的原因状语从句，从句中的主语是we，宾语是ourselves，因此可以断定这里缺少一个动词，作从句的谓语；结合上下文时态可知，该动词是原形。


  语义判断：备选项中动词原形有access“进入；获取”、evaluate“评估；评价”、employ“雇佣；利用”以及appreciate“欣赏；感激”。结合上下文语境，只有evaluate符合语意，代入文中表示“进行自我评估”。故选G。


  37. B) dimensions


  语法判断：由空格前的certain可知，这里需要填入一个名词，且该名词常与介词on搭配使用，构成介词短语。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的名词只有dimensions，意为“维度；方面”。所以B为正确答案。


  38. L) modest


  语法判断：分析句子主干可知，该空所在的句子结构完整，空格处缺少一个形容词，修饰空后的名词joggers，两者一起作句子的主语。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的形容词有common、similar、modest以及different。结合空后的should not compare their performance with Olympic standard marathon runners可知，只有modest的含义符合句意，意为“能力有限的”。故选L。


  39. D) especially


  语法判断：空后的adolescence是空前的certain stages of life的同位语，空格处缺少一个副词。


  语义判断：备选项中副词有rashly“仓促地”和especially“尤其”。显然especially符合句意，因此答案是D。


  40. E) similar


  语法判断：to be seen as ______ to peers是动词不定式，作定语，修饰pressure。根据see...as...结构，这里缺少一个形容词，而且该词与to通常搭配使用。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的形容词只有similar。be similar to...是常用搭配，故选E。


  41. H) employ


  语法判断：该空所在的句子缺少谓语，应填一个动词，且为动词原形。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的动词原形有access、employ和appreciate。employ意为“利用；运用”，代入文中句子意为“运用自我表露的方式去寻求对自我认识的支持”。故本题选H。


  42. F) access


  语法判断：该空所在的部分是一个由关系代词who引导的定语从句，从句中的主语是people，宾语是a good listener, have _______ to作从句的谓语，为常用搭配；空格处需要填入一个名词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的名词只有access, have access to意为“可以获得”。故选F。


  43. I) discussing


  语法判断：空格前是By，空格后是these，可知空格处需要填入动词的现在分词，作By的宾语。


  语义判断：备选项中的动词现在分词有discussing、gauging和comparing。本句空格后出现了feedback，证明此处填discussing合适，表示“与其他人探讨”。故选I。


  44. C) common


  语法判断：空前是are less，判断空格处应填入一个形容词。


  语义判断：备选项中的形容词还有common和different。结合句中的others have as well可知，common符合句意，意为“常见的；普遍的”，less common意为“少见的”。故选C。


  45. J) gauging


  语法判断：与43题一样，这里需要一个现在分词，作介词by的宾语。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的现在分词还有gauging和comparing。compare后应有比较的对象，故此处应选gauging，意为“测量，测试；评估”。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  激发创造力的策略


  A）为什么有人为了获得新想法挖空心思，却大脑空空，一无所获，而其他人似乎几乎不费吹灰之力就主意百出？［49］关于创造力是与生俱来的天赋还是任何人都能启动的一个认知过程的问题激发了研究人员的极大兴趣，他们从不同角度一直对此进行研究，不断发现出人意料的新技巧。


  B）最近的几项研究表明，想要获得“灵光乍现”，最佳途径就是从日常琐事中抽身出来——不论是做白日梦以小憩片刻、下班回来后小酌一两杯还是纯粹盯着绿色之物。当然，性格至关重要。2010年发表在《创造力研究期刊》上的一项研究表明，那些在性格测试中对新体验的开放度上得分高的人也许更易分心和具有更大的好奇心。


  C）［54］但研究人员表示，开放的性格并不是通向灵感的唯一途径。2012年发表在《心理科学》上的一项研究表明，从问题中抽身出来，去做简单的日常工作，让思绪在此过程中游荡，这会让人产生具有创造力的新联想或新方法，以解决困境。这也有助于解释为什么许多伟大的思想诞生在“过渡期”，即当人们醒来、睡去、洗澡、淋浴或慢跑的时刻。


  D）多年来，内科医生兼疼痛研究者埃米·巴克斯特都在寻找使用冰冷来缓解儿童疫苗接种疼痛感的方法。但她的“灵光一刻”一直没有出现，直到疲惫不堪的她在下急诊室夜班后驾车回家的途中才开窍。由于四个车轮排列不齐，她的汽车方向盘一直在震颤，她注意到，当她将车驶进自己的车道时，这种震动感令她双手发麻。［46］在丈夫路易斯的帮助下，她产生了联想：将震颤和冰冷结合起来也许足够缓解打针时的疼痛感。


  E）埃米将振动按摩器和一包冷冻青豆放在她7岁的儿子马克斯的手臂上，然后将神经科专科医生用的小金属轮在儿子的皮肤上滚动以检测他的敏感度。马克斯对此毫无感觉。这个发现激发了Buzzy的研发，这是一种装有一个小冰袋、形似震动蜜蜂玩具的物件。在2008年获得联邦政府的资金支持后，她研制出了这种物件并开始在网上进行推广销售。目前，Buzzy在500家医院得以使用，以缓解患者注射和输液时的疼痛。


  F）巴克斯特医生凌晨疲惫之时的顿悟并非一时侥幸。［55］2011年发表在《思维与推理》上的一项研究指出，学生在一天的低潮期中解决了更多需要全新思维才能解决的问题。早起的人的低潮期在晚上，“夜猫子”型的人的低潮期则在早上。这样的建议与“解决问题需要聚精会神、排斥干扰”的传统观念相违背。


  G）根据《个性与社会心理学公报》上发表的研究，观看绿色之物可能会有助于让那些新想法更清晰。在学生参加创造力测验时，那些得到绿色试卷封面的学生比那些试卷封面为白色、蓝色、红色或灰色的学生所做的答案更具创造性。［47］该研究称，许多人把绿色看作孕育、生长和再生的象征，它能激发人的积极情绪，使其不断寻求进步，促进创造力的产生。


  H）［53］2012年发表在《心理科学》上的那项研究表明，通常被看作白日做梦的走神行为会使大脑针对人们熟悉的问题酝酿出新办法，它是“创造性灵感的基石”。在一项创造力测试中，研究人员将145名学生随机分成了四组，其中有三组学生分到了不同的学习任务，并都获得了12分钟的休息时间，第四组一直在学习。当所有学生第二次解决相同的问题时，那些在休息时被分配了简单枯燥任务的学生萌生了更多创造性的思想，超过了那些在休息时被分配了一道很难的认知型谜题的学生、单纯休息的学生以及那些没有休息的学生。


  I）还有一种技巧：将“走神时间”纳入日常生活中，摆脱需要聚精会神的工作任务，出去走走或跑步、隔窗远眺或做一些常规的身体放松活动。三周以来，亚特兰大广告公司主管约翰·斯特普尔顿一直在试着为客户哥斯达黎加旅游局构思广告创意，以鼓励人们到这个中美洲国家旅游。但斯特普尔顿一直都没什么想法，直到他离开在亚特兰大的办公室，前往哥斯达黎加雨林旅游并在一家度假酒店的露台上休息。那时，一场暴风雨即将来临，于是他有了想法：所有吼猴开始像狗般低吠，于是雨林就成了现实。


  J）［48］斯特普尔顿和他的同事研发出了一款iPad应用程序，用户可以用它来创造自己的丛林音乐，并将吼猴、鸣蛙、雨滴、鱼和溪流的各种声音同步，编成一曲有节奏的交响乐。儿童和潜在成人游客都可免费下载该程序，它是人们了解哥斯达黎加生物多样性的一个窗口。斯特普顿认为，策划出这个用音乐呈现生物多样性的想法的一个关键因素就是要从繁忙的公务以及持续不断的纷扰中走出来，要从一项任务跳转到下一项任务。


  K）［52］从某种程度上讲，适量饮酒也能放松压抑的身心，而这似乎能让思维跨至一个更广泛的可能联想范围。威利博士说，它还有助于让人察觉到那些清醒者可能忽略掉的环境暗示或变化。


  L）［50］以丰富的经历和信息来填充大脑也有助于激发人的创造力。广告公司高管托尔·米伦称，他使用“大规模创造性刺激以及随之进行的全封闭式独处”来激发思维。预计最近将进入一段时期的繁重工作期，米伦从头至尾地读完了《连线》杂志，接着看完了《被解放的姜戈》。当他的大脑适时地为工作开启，当他用适当的信息“喂饱”自己的头脑，开展工作就水到渠成了。


  M）Flip口袋摄像机发明者乔纳森·卡普兰说，创业人员总是对各种事物充满新想法。几年前，卡普兰的这一发明曾引发了个人视频的热潮。卡普兰说，我们总认为自己是对的，也总觉得有可能会实现自己的想法。如今，卡普兰在旧金山一家名为The Melt的公司担任首席执行官，该公司的诞生就是基于卡普兰的最新创意。


  N）研究表明，脱离自己的专业领域有助于激发创造力。几年前，市场调研部门高管斯特林·拉尼尔一直在寻找成功的新想法。“2007年至2010年间，我身处‘死亡谷’，认为自己可能失去了创造力。”拉尼尔说，“于是，我稍稍放松了自己，出去吃午餐，在和一位癌症流行病学专家朋友喝啤酒时，我开始讲故事。”拉尼尔的朋友开始抱怨自己遇到的所有问题，这些问题都与让她的研究对象填费时费力、设有400个问题的医学调查问卷有关。


  O）接着，拉尼尔脑中灵光一闪。他问道：“你得让填写问卷这样的事变得有趣。为什么不把它设置在iPad里，使其超级有趣和有用呢？”通过将市场调研的技巧应用到一个新领域，拉尼尔设计出了一份有趣的、游戏式的医学问卷。［51］这一想法成了他掌舵的新公司成立的基础。越来越多的研究型医院和诊所都在使用这家公司的产品。


  【答案解析】


  46. D


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词vibration and cold和vaccination shots。文章段落中提及儿童疫苗接种的只有D段。该段最后一句提到，将震颤和冰冷结合可能足够缓解打针时的疼痛感。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的lessen kids' sufferings替代原文中的ease the pain。


  47. G


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词Green color、optimistic emotion和creative power。文章段落中，G段提及颜色与人的创造力之间的关系。该段最后一句提到，许多人将绿色视为孕育、生长和重生的象征，它能激发人的积极情绪，使其不断追寻进步，促进创造力的产生。题干是对原文的同义转述。


  48. J


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词jungle music。J段第一句提到，斯特普尔顿和同事研发了一款iPad应用程序，用户可以用它来创造自己的丛林音乐。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的make对应原文中的create，题干中的an Atlanta ad executive对应原文中的He。


  49. A


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词interested researchers和from different angles。A段第二句提到，关于创造力是与生俱来的天赋还是任何人都能启动的一个认知过程的问题激发了研究人员的极大兴趣，他们从不同角度对此进行研究。题干是对原文的同义转述。


  50. L


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词magazine and movie和Tor Myhren。L段第一句提到，用丰富的经历和信息填充大脑也有助于激发人的创造力。接着举了托尔·米伦的例子来论证这个观点。由此可知，题干是对本段的同义概括。


  51. O


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词medical questionnaire和hospitals。O段中提到，拉尼尔设计出了一份有趣的、游戏式的医学问卷，这一想法后来成为了他掌舵的新公司的成立基础；公司的产品正在被越来越多的研究型医院和诊所使用。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。


  52. K


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词appropriate amount of alcohol和mental and physical relaxation。文章段落中，K段提及适度饮酒的好处。该段首句指出，适量饮酒也能放松压抑的身心。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的an appropriate amount of alcohol对应原文中的Moderate drinking。


  53. H


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词mind-wandering和familiar difficulties。文章段落中H段具体介绍了“走神”行为在激发创造力方面的好处。该段第一句提到，《心理科学》2012年发表的研究表明，“走神”行为使大脑针对熟悉的问题酝酿出新办法，它是“创造性灵感的基石”。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。


  54. C


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词doing simple daily work和flying the mind freely。C段第一句话提到，开放的性格并非是通向灵感的唯一途径。第二句说，一项研究表明，从问题中抽身出来，去做简单的日常工作，让思绪在此过程中自由游荡，这样可以使人们在解决困境时产生具有创造力的新联想。由此可知，题干是对原文这两句话的同义概括。


  55. F


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词off-peak times。文章段落中，提及一天的低潮阶段的是F段。该段第二句提到，一项研究指出，学生在一天的低潮期中解决了更多需要全新思维才能解决的问题。由此可知，题干与原文描述一致。题干中的at off-peak times of day是原词复现，题干中的new ideas对应原文中的fresh new insights。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  ［56］在失业大潮中，有一类工人却从经济萧条中获益，他们便是：机器人。


  从超市的自助结账流水线到屠宰场里拿着锯子并会切割动物尸体的工业机器人，这些越来越智能化的机器人现在不仅协助工人工作，事实上，它们也正在将工人踢出工作岗位。


  自动化影响的也不仅仅是工厂里的工人。一些律师事务所现在使用人工智能软件来扫描和阅读堆积如山的法律文件，而这些工作以前都是由高收入的律师来完成的。


  “机器人继续冲击着蓝领工人的工作，而白领工人的工作也受到了微处理器的影响。”经济学教授爱德华·利默尔这样说道。经济萧条已经永久性地消除了250万个就业岗位。美国的国内生产总值已经回升到了经济危机前的水平，这意味着我们的生产量与以往相同，所用的工人却比以前少6%。［57］不可否认的是，机器人并非减少工作岗位的唯一因素，外包服务夺走的工作岗位要比自动化多得多。


  杰夫·伯恩施泰因是机器人行业协会的主席，他认为，机器人实际上挽救了美国的工作岗位。［58］他的理由是：采用自动化技术的公司可能会雇用更少的工人，但这仍比解雇所有工人然后在海外设厂要好。


  并不是因为机器人比人类更廉价，虽然情况通常是这样。而是因为机器人能更好地完成工作。“在某些情况下，工作的质量要求非常严格，即使你想要人来完成这样的工作也不太可能。”伯恩施泰因说道。


  ［59］外科医生的情况也是如此，他们正在使用机器人系统来做越来越多的手术——这并不是因为机器省钱，而是因为这些机器人操作的精确性，病人可以在更短的时间内康复，并发症也更少，马里亚姆·屈雷医生说。


  面对机器人的入侵，外科医生可能会幸存下来，但医院的其他人可能就没有这么幸运了。因为iRobot公司，即机器人吸尘器Roomba的制造商，一直在展示其开发出的机器人Ava，它可以被用做医院的信息传递者。当你在家做康复时，机器人Ava可以让你与医生对话，因此医院就没有必要派人到你家了。“移动远程呈现”在职场也很有用。如果你正在外出旅游，也仍然可以参加会议。仅仅通过视频会议的软件就可以实现连接，然后你的头像就可以出现在Ava的屏幕上了。


  ［60］还有什么工作岗位是安全的吗？我原本想说“记者”，但研究人员已经在开发能收集事实并写出新闻报道的程序。这意味着几年之后，可能是一个机器人在写这个专栏。谁会是读者呢？嗯，可能是我们当中很多有大把空闲时间、无所事事的人。


  
    【议论文：机器人对人类工作岗位的威胁】


    第一至第四段：说明现象——机器人进入人类的各行各业，并对人类的工作岗位构成了威胁。


    第五至第八段：阐明机器人进入各个行业的原因——机器人比人类更廉价，能更好地完成工作。


    第九段：总结全文——人类的工作岗位将会全面地被机器人所取代。

  


  【答案解析】


  56. D


  定位：根据题干信息词the first few paragraphs可以把答题线索定位到文章前几段。


  解析：第一段开门见山地指出：“在失业大潮中，有一类工人却从经济萧条中获益，他们便是：机器人。”本句中的nonhumans便是指后文的robots，即这些机器人不仅没有受到经济衰退的影响，而且这种形势还对它们有利，故答案选D，其中D项中的benefited from对应原文中的been good for。文章指出，在经济衰退的背景下，机器人冲击着蓝领工人和白领工人的工作岗位，并没有说机器人的过度使用对美国经济造成了破坏，故可排除A。第三段通过举例指出机器人能够帮助处理法律文件，而这些专业化的工作在以前则由高收入的律师们完成，由此可排除B。文章的中心在于阐述机器人对人类工作岗位的冲击，并没有提到人工智能是未来科技创新的关键，故C也可排除。


  57. B


  定位：根据题干信息词caused the greatest loss of jobs可以把答题线索定位到第四段最后一句。


  解析：该句指出：“不可否认的是，机器人并非减少工作岗位的唯一因素，外包服务夺走的工作岗位要比自动化多得多。”注意outsourcing在此处是关键词，如果对这个词不太理解，还可联系第五段最后一句，该句提到了“在海外设厂”，这两处形成呼应，由此可知答案为B。文章在第四段第一句提到了microprocessors（微处理器），指代机器人或自动化，但第四段最后一句已明确指出“外包”夺走的工作岗位要比自动化多得多，故排除A。“众多公司的破产”和“移民工人的入侵”在文中并未提及，均可排除。


  58. C


  定位：根据题干信息词Jeff Burnstein可以把答题线索定位到第五段第一句。


  解析：第五段阐述了Jeff Burnstein与众不同的观点：机器人实际上挽救了美国的工作岗位。他指出，采用自动化技术的公司可能会雇用更少的工人，但这仍比解雇所有工人然后在海外设厂要好。由此可知，他认为机器人在某种程度上来说避免了工作机会的流失，故C为正确答案。第六段Burnstein还提到，并不是因为机器人比人廉价，而是它们更能胜任某些工作，这里强调的是它们的精确性，可排除B。文中提到在一些质量要求严格的工作中，由于人没有机器精确，即使想用人做也不可能，这里并不强调竞争，而是人无能为力，排除D。文中并未提及机器人有助于公司恢复发展，A也可排除。


  59. B


  定位：根据题干信息词replacing surgeons和Dr. Myriam Curet可以把答题线索定位到第七段。


  解析：该段Dr. Myriam Curet指出，这并不是因为机器省钱，而是因为这些机器人操作的精确性，病人可以在更短的时间内康复，并发症也更少，故正确答案为B。文中只提到机器人做手术的精确程度，病人能更快康复，且并发症更少，并未提到机器人为病人省下很多钱、手术时间更短或在手术过程中减少病人的痛苦，故选项A、C、D均可排除。


  60. D


  定位：根据题文同序的原则和题干的信息词robotics可以把答题线索定位到最后两段。


  解析：第八段以iRobot公司研发出的机器人Ava为例，它可以作为医院的信息传递者，也可以应用在远程视频会议中。第九段则进一步指出，甚至连记者这样的职位，以后也会被机器人取代。由此可知，这两段意在说明各个行业和领域的工作岗位都面临着机器人的威胁，故D为正确答案。文章的主旨是机器人对人类工作岗位的威胁，虽然机器人在一定程度上代表了新技术，但本文并不强调技术革命，故可以排除选项B。文中并没有提到“机器人能极大地丰富文学创作”，也未提及“机器人能使科学研究发生革命性的变化”，选项A和C均可排除。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  到目前为止你已经听说过很多次了，甚至在睡梦中你都能对它进行复述。当奥巴马总统到访北京时，毫无疑问他将公开表明这一观点：中国人需要进一步扩大消费，他们应该多像美国人学习——信不信由你——看在全球经济的份上。


  这些都是事实，但等式的另一边是：美国需要增加储蓄。事实上，目前美国家庭也正在这样做。个人存款率在2005年跌至零点后，［61］去年经济危机的打击也促使人们捂紧钱包。


  在中国，家庭储蓄率超过20%，部分原因是政策使然。正如我们所看到的那样，工薪阶层不但要抚养孩子而且要照顾他们年迈的父母。而且迄今为止，中国只有极其脆弱的国家资金保障的医保和退休金制度，这些进一步激励人们在工作的同时不忘储蓄。但中国还是一个有着悠久的个人谨慎理财传统的社会。［62］即使政府建立了比较健全的社会保障体系，并成功地鼓励了民众扩大消费，中国人的这一传统也不会马上发生改变。


  为什么美国需要学着节俭一点？因为健康的储蓄率是一个国家长期金融健康最可靠的指标之一。［63］随着时间的推移，高储蓄会引起投资的增加，投资的增加反过来会带来生产能力的提高、创新和就业机会的增加。总之，储蓄是带来经济丰收的种子。


  ［65］因此，美国政府也需要采取行动。长久以来的赤字经济造成的后果是负储蓄，尽管美国家庭已经开始更多地存钱。奥巴马的预算执行长彼得·欧尔萨格近期宣称美国的预算赤字已经无法继续支撑下去了，而且他说得没错。时至今日，美国似乎也无法看清支出大大高于收入的后果。这必须要改变。尽管胡锦涛和中国其他领导人并不愿意对远道而来的总统进行说教，但是他或许会友善地暗示：中国对美元的价值有些担忧——自3月份以来，美元已经贬值15%，大部分原因是人们对美国政府债务失控的担忧不断升级。


  如果你是世界上最大的债权人，你也会做同样的事情：给对方一些类似的暗示。如果这些暗示被泄露出来，它们本身就足以引发全球经济的混乱。（［64］每次任何一位中国的官员公开讨论寻找另外一种货币替代美元作为中国现在持有的2.1万亿美元的外汇储备时，外汇交易商们都会紧张得心脏病发作。）如果美国人多储蓄、少消费，并长期保持下去——他们就根本不需要为这件事担心了。


  
    【议论文：在全球经济危机的背景下，美国人要向中国人学习勤俭，学会储蓄。】


    第一段：引用奥巴马的话简析了中国和美国完全不同的消费观。


    第二段：经济危机促使美国人捂紧钱袋。


    第三段：分析中国人储蓄多的客观原因和主观原因。


    第四段：探讨美国人为什么要向中国人学习。


    第五段：敦促美国政府采取行动，降低赤字。


    第六段：再一次强调要坚持向中国学习存多花少、谨慎理财的好习惯。

  


  【答案解析】


  61. A


  定位：根据题干中的economic crisis，将答案定位到第二段末。


  解析：文章第二段末的the shock of the economic crisis last year prompted people to snap shut their wallets意为“去年经济危机的打击也促使人们捂紧钱包”，shut their wallets即少花钱，也就是A项中tighten their belts（勒紧腰带，节省开支）的意思。故正确答案为A。


  62. C


  定位：根据题干中的encourage Chinese people to consume，将答案定位到第三段末。


  解析：文章第三段末的...even if the government creates a better social safety net and successfully encourages greater consumer spending意为“即使政府建立了比较健全的社会保障体系，并成功地鼓励了民众扩大消费”。可见，建立比较健全的社会保障体系与成功地鼓励民众扩大消费是因果关系。反过来讲，要想鼓励中国人多消费，就需要健全社会保障体系。这一条件关系正好与本题相符。


  63. D


  定位：根据题干中的Lines 3-4, Para. 4直接将答案定位到第四段。


  解析：文中savings are the seed corn of a good economic harvest意为“储蓄是带来经济丰收的种子”。这句话是对上文内容的概括，前面提到High savings lead, over time, to increased investment, which in turn generates productivity gains, innovation and job growth，由此可知，随着时间的推移，高储蓄会引起投资的增加，投资的增加反过来会带来生产能力的提高、创新和就业机会的增加。所以正确答案为D。


  64. C


  定位：根据题干中的currency traders become scared将答案定位到文章最后一段括号中的内容。


  解析：文章最后一段括号内的句子：Every time any official in Beijing deliberates publicly about seeking an alternative to the U.S. dollar for the $2.1 trillion China holds in reserve, currency traders have a heart attack.意为“每次任何一位中国的官员公开讨论寻找另外一种货币替代美元作为中国现在持有的2.1万亿美元的外汇储备时，外汇交易商们都会紧张得心脏病发作”。这是作者一种夸张的说法，这样说只是为了强调他们很担心中国选择其他货币代替美元作为外汇储备。


  65. A


  定位：由题干信息可知解答本题需要通读全文。


  解析：文中对比了中国人和美国人的储蓄观，但纵观全文，作者一直想要表明的是美国应该向中国学习节俭，故其目的是建议美国政府降低赤字。所以正确答案是A。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  Peking Opera


  Peking Opera, as the national opera of China, has a history of more than 200 years. Compared with other Chinese local operas, Peking Opera enjoys a higher reputation1; but actually it absorbed many elements of other local operas. The facial make-up and costumes2 of the performers are very delicate; by contrast3, the backdrops4 are quite plain. During performance, the performers mainly utilize four skills: song, speech, dance, and combat. Peking Opera is better at performing political and military struggle5 with historical themes and the performed stories are mainly from historic and fictional stories. In ancient times, Peking Opera was mostly performed in the open air6, so the performers developed a piercing style of song7 that could be heard by everyone.


  【译点精析】


  1. 享有更高的声誉：翻译为enjoys a higher reputation。


  2. 戏服：翻译为costume，也指在万圣节或进行表演时穿的服装。


  3. 相比之下：译为短语by contrast。这类表示逻辑关系的词汇易成为采分点，考生应在平时注意积累。


  4. 舞台布景：译为backdrop最为贴切，如果不知道这个词，用background也可。


  5. 政治、军事斗争：翻译为political and military struggle，“斗争”还可译为battle。


  6. 在户外：可以翻译成固定短语in the open air，也可以翻译为outdoors。


  7. 形成了一种有穿透力的唱腔：“形成”在这里用develop表示，而不用shape或form。“有穿透力的”译为piercing。“唱腔”乍一看可能不好翻译，其实就是“歌唱的风格”，即style of song。
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Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay commenting on the remark “A smile is the shortest distance between two people.” You can cite some examples to illustrate your point. You should write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words. Write your essay on Answer Sheet 1.


  [image: 0001]


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) She has completely recovered.

  B) She went into shock after an operation.

  C) She is still in a critical condition.

  D) She is getting much better.


  2. A) Ordering a breakfast.

  B) Booking a hotel room.

  C) Buying a train ticket.

  D) Fixing a compartment.


  3. A) Most borrowers never returned the books to her.

  B) The man is the only one who brought her book back.

  C) She never expected anyone to return the books to her.

  D) Most of the books she lent out came back without jackets.


  4. A) She left her work early to get some bargains last Saturday.

  B) She attended the supermarket's grand opening ceremony.

  C) She drove a full hour before finding a parking space.

  D) She failed to get into the supermarket last Saturday.


  5. A) He is bothered by the pain in his neck.

  B) He cannot do his report without a computer.

  C) He cannot afford to have a coffee break.

  D) He feels sorry to have missed the report.


  6. A) Only top art students can show their works in the gallery.

  B) The gallery space is big enough for the man's paintings.

  C) The woman would like to help with the exhibition layout.

  D) The man is uncertain how his art works will be received.


  7. A) The woman needs a temporary replacement for her assistant.

  B) The man works in the same department as the woman does.

  C) The woman will have to stay in hospital for a few days.

  D) The man is capable of dealing with difficult people.


  8. A) It was better than the previous one.

  B) It distorted the mayor's speech.

  C) It exaggerated the city's economic problems.

  D) It reflected the opinions of most economists.


  Questions 9 to 12 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) To inform him of a problem they face.

  B) To request him to purchase control desks.

  C) To discuss the content of a project report.

  D) To ask him to fix the dictating machine.


  10. A) They quote the best price in the market.

  B) They manufacture and sell office furniture.

  C) They cannot deliver the steel sheets on time.

  D) They cannot produce the steel sheets needed.


  11. A) By marking down the unit price.

  B) By accepting the penalty clauses.

  C) By allowing more time for delivery.

  D) By promising better after-sales service.


  12. A) Give the customer a ten percent discount.

  B) Claim compensation from the steel suppliers.

  C) Ask the Buying Department to change suppliers.

  D) Cancel the contract with the customer.


  Questions 13 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  13. A) Stockbroker.

  B) Physicist.

  C) Mathematician.

  D) Economist.


  14. A) Improve computer programming.

  B) Explain certain natural phenomena.

  C) Predict global population growth.

  D) Promote national financial health.


  15. A) Their different educational backgrounds.

  B) Changing attitudes toward nature.

  C) Chaos theory and its applications.

  D) The current global economic crisis.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 18 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) They lay great emphasis on hard work.

  B) They name 150 star engineers each year.

  C) They require high academic degrees.

  D) They have people with a very high IQ.


  17. A) Long years of job training.

  B) High emotional intelligence.

  C) Distinctive academic qualifications.

  D) Devotion to the advance of science.


  18. A) Good interpersonal relationships.

  B) Rich working experience.

  C) Sophisticated equipment.

  D) High motivation.


  Passage Two


  Questions 19 to 21 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  19. A) A diary.

  B) A fairy tale.

  C) A history textbook.

  D) A biography.


  20. A) He was a sports fan.

  B) He loved adventures.

  C) He disliked school.

  D) He liked hair-raising stories.


  21. A) Encourage people to undertake adventures.

  B) Publicize his colorful and unique life stories.

  C) Raise people's environmental awareness.

  D) Attract people to America's national parks.


  Passage Three


  Questions 22 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  22. A) The first infected victim.

  B) A coastal village in Africa.

  C) The doctor who first identified it.

  D) A river running through the Congo.


  23. A) They exhibit similar symptoms.

  B) They can be treated with the same drug.

  C) They have almost the same mortality rate.

  D) They have both disappeared for good.


  24. A) By inhaling air polluted with the virus.

  B) By contacting contaminated body fluids.

  C) By drinking water from the Congo River.

  D) By eating food grown in Sudan and Zaire.


  25. A) More strains will evolve from the Ebola virus.

  B) Scientists will eventually find cures for Ebola.

  C) Another Ebola epidemic may erupt sooner or later.

  D) Once infected, one will become immune to Ebola.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  The ideal companion machine would not only look, feel, and sound friendly but would also be programmed to behave in an agreeable manner. Those (26) __________ that make interaction with other people enjoyable would be simulated as closely as possible, and the machine would appear to be (27)__________, stimulating, and easygoing. Its informal conversational style would make interaction comfortable, and yet the machine would remain slightly (28) __________ and therefore interesting. In its first (29)__________ it might be somewhat hesitant and unassuming, but as it came to know the user it would progress to a more (30)__________ style. The machine would not be a passive (31)__________ but would add its own suggestions, information, and opinions; it would sometimes take the (32)__________ in developing or changing the topic and would have a (33)__________ of its own.


  The machine would convey presence. We have all seen how a computer's use of personal names often fascinates people and leads them to treat the machine as if it were almost human. Such features are easily written into the software. By introducing (34) __________ forcefulness and humor, the machine could be presented as a vivid and unique character.


  Friendships are not made in a day, and the computer would be more acceptable as a friend if it simulated the (35) __________ that occur when one person is getting to know another. At an appropriate time it might also express the kind of affection that stimulates attachment and intimacy.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  The central notion of social learning theories is that people learn attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors through social 　36　. The learning is a result of reinforcement, imitation, and modeling.


  Reinforcement occurs when we receive direct or indirect rewards or punishments for particular 　37　 role behaviors. For example, a little girl who puts on her mother's makeup may be told that she is cute, but her brother who does the same thing will be 　38　. Children also learn gender roles through 　39　 reinforcement. For example, if a little boy's male friends are punished for crying, he will learn that “boys don't cry.”


  Children also learn to 　40　 as boys or girls through observation and imitation. Even when children are not directly rewarded or punished for “behaving like boys” or “behaving like girls,” they learn about gender by 　41　 who does what in their families. A father who is 　42　 at home because he's always working sends the message that men are supposed to earn money. A mother who is always complaining about being overweight or old sends the message that women are supposed to be thin and young.


  Because parents are emotionally important to their children, they are typically a child's most 　43　 role models. Other role models include caregivers, teachers, friends, and celebrities. According to a multiethnic study of Los Angeles adolescents, teenagers who said that their role model was someone they knew, e.g. a parent, relative, friend, or doctor outside the family, had higher self-esteem, higher grades, and lower 　44　 use than peers whose role models were sports figures, singers, or other media characters. The researchers concluded that role model selection can have a positive or negative outcome on a teenager's 　45　 development.


  
    A) psychosocial

    B) gender

    C) praised

    D) indirect

    E) display

    F) rarely

    G) simulating

    H) interaction

    I) scolded

    J) watching

    K) substance

    L) connection

    M) usually

    N) behave

    O) powerful

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  High-intensity Weight Training


  A) Once a week, Maurice Hank Greenberg, the former chief executive of insurer AIG, leaves his Park Avenue office and travels across New York's Central Park to a basement crowded with Rube Goldberg-esque machines in a brownstone building on the trendy Upper West Side. While Mr. Greenberg is renowned for his strong views on business, this crowded room is where the 87-year-old builds his remarkable physical strength.


  B) Greenberg is among a small group of busy New York executives who make a pilgrimage （朝圣之旅） to a place called Serious Strength, a gym that specializes in a technique called high-intensity resistance training, to get a complete body workout in just 30 minutes a week. Unlike spending hours jogging on treadmills or pedaling exercise bikes, high-intensity weight training promises all the benefits of aerobics （有氧运动） plus more strength in just a fraction of the time of conventional workouts.


  C) “The amount of weight I can push or pull is multiples of my own strength,” boasts Greenberg, who is now chairman and CEO of CV Star & Co, a financial services firm. “I'm exercising more strenuously than I ever have in my life. In just 30 minutes a week you can see progress in what you're doing and how good you feel.”


  D) While high-intensity weight training has been practiced since the 1980s, when an entrepreneur named Arthur Jones began making gym equipment under the Nautilus brand, the technique has only recently garnered sufficient scientific support to back up its superiority as a workout.


  E) Books such as Body By Science, by a South Carolina-based emergency room physician named Doug McGuff, and The Slow Burn Fitness Revolution, by Fred Hahn, who owns Mr. Greenberg's gym in New York, describe the scientific basis for exercising compound groups of muscles to total exhaustion using very slow movements. In practice, that means five or six exercises done for just five to six super slow repetitions, or just 15 minutes of actual lifting. Some adherents, such as McGuff, believe that just one workout a week is sufficient, while Hahn and others prefer two workouts.


  F) Hahn points out that high-intensity resistance improves blood pressure, increases the level of good cholesterol （胆固醇） in your blood, lowers triglyceride （甘油三酸酯） levels, maintains blood sugar, helps with insulin sensitivity and builds not only muscular strength but muscular endurance. McGuff, meanwhile, flags up the medical benefits of the high-intensity workout, which he says can help eliminate “diabetes, hypertension, gout, hypercholesterolemia, and all the consequences of being sedentary and eating a diet of fast food.”


  G) Although exercise fads come and go, high-intensity is in the unusual position of advocating that people actually practice it less. Hardcore bodybuilders have raised doubts about whether the system is really superior to their many hours spent in the gym, but proponents such as Hahn say that while you can build muscle in long workouts, why bother when less time spent in the gym can produce such good results. Proponents also point out that everyone has a genetic limit to how strong they can get or how big their muscles will grow, no matter how much exercise they do.


  H) Perhaps counter-intuitively （与直观感受相反地）, the high-intensity method seems to have gained more popularity in Europe than in the fitness-crazed US, where it faded from the cover of magazines after a brief surge in popularity about 10 years ago. McGuff thinks this is partly explained by the fact that recent scientific support for the method comes largely from European and Canadian universities. Another reason consists in Europe people's lack of the culture of “more is better” that North Americans have. This work ethic where the answer is always to do more and do it harder makes people a lot more skeptical about an exercise system that restricts volume and frequency as a way to get results.


  I) While it is possible to do a high-intensity workout with barbells or even body weight, most gyms that specialize in high-intensity use machines originally designed by Jones such as Nautilus and Med-X. This is because it can be dangerous to lift a heavy free weight to exhaustion. These machines involve rotation around several joints, working a large group of muscles at one time, reducing the overall time in the gym.


  J) At least initially, the workout consists of what is termed “the big five”—a seated row, chest press, pull-down, overhead press and leg press, each done for about 90 seconds. McGuff says he even gets good results doing just three exercises, provided they are done extremely slowly and to complete exhaustion, followed by several days of recuperative （恢复性的） rest.


  K) One company that has capitalized on the workout's appeal to businesspeople is Kieser Training, a Zurich-based group that has set up many high-intensity gyms in Europe and Asia. “We target the professional, middle-aged executive who wants to exercise in a serious manner,” says Marcel Haasters, a German who runs the Kieser Training gym in London's Camden Town. “There is no music, no mirrors on the wall and no juice bar. It's not for typical gym users but people who don't like typical gyms.”


  L) Kieser appeals especially to mobile executives because for a￡580 annual fee, travelling businessmen can use any gym in the Kieser Training system from Zurich to Australia. The gym uses special machines licensed from the late Arthur Jones's estate and features rehabilitative （使复原的） training as well as pure exercise.


  M) Steven Bailey, a video games analyst for Screen Digest who lives near the City of London, says he has been doing the Kieser Training for three years and that it has changed his life. Bailey feels it's great for people like him who has a sedentary lifestyle and sit at a desk all day. Before Kieser he used to collapse around 3pm but now he has a lot more energy.


  N) A particularly impressive piece of equipment offered by Kieser Training looks like something out of the Spanish Inquisition （宗教法庭）. Once you are strapped down and screwed into the machine, your lower body and hips are immobilized, which allows it to measure accurately the strength of your lower back muscles— which are often the bane of desk-bound executives. The Kieser machine has a computer database that compares your back strength to other individuals of your age group, and is then capable of training your back to make the muscles stronger.


  O) Alastair McLellan, who uses the gym in Camden Town, started the workout about six years ago to help with his bad back. According to the 48-year-old editor of the Health Service Journal, the fact that he can build the strength in just one short session a week and solve his back problem makes it very good use of his time. It's also allowed him to do a lot more exercise. He now cycles to work most days.


  P) However, the workout's proponents admit that while the method has many benefits, a high-intensity workout or any gym programme is unlikely to help executives completely lose those unsightly guts gained from years of eating expense-account lunches. For that, dietary changes are the most important ingredient.


  46. Some books on health give a scientific account of how slow movements are used to practice muscles.


  47. By exercising with machines devised by Jones, fitness lovers can train a large group of their muscles at one time and shorten the total exercise time.


  48. High-intensity training has recently received enough scientific support to prove its effectiveness of keeping good health.


  49. At first, high-intensity training includes five kinds of exercises and each lasts for around one and a half minute.


  50. A video games analyst thinks it's suitable for people sitting at a desk all day to do high-intensity exercises in the gym of Kieser Training.


  51. A few business managers spend time on high-intensity resistance training regularly.


  52. Exercising in a highly intense way cannot only make strong and enduring muscles, but also has some other benefits.


  53. For senior managerial staff, the key to keeping good health is improving the food structure.


  54. Some exercisers believe that genes decide one's physical strength or muscular power regardless of the amount of exercise.


  55. People who attach importance to traditional training are not the target customers of Kieser Training.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  The report from the Bureau of Labor Statistics was just as gloomy as anticipated. Unemployment in January jumped to a 16-year high of 7.6 percent, as 598,000 jobs were slashed from U.S. payrolls in the worst single-month decline since December, 1974. With 1.8 million jobs lost in the last three months, there is urgent desire to boost the economy as quickly as possible. But Washington would do well to take a deep breath before reacting to the grim numbers.


  Collectively, we rely on the unemployment figures and other statistics to frame our sense of reality. They are a vital part of an array of data that we use to assess if we're doing well or doing badly, and that in turn shapes government policies and corporate budgets and personal spending decisions. The problem is that the statistics aren't an objective measure of reality; they are simply a best approximation. Directionally, they capture the trends, but the idea that we know precisely how many are unemployed is a myth. That makes finding a solution all the more difficult.


  First, there is the way the data is assembled. The official unemployment rate is the product of a telephone survey of about 60,000 homes. There is another survey, sometimes referred to as the “payroll survey,” that assesses 400,000 businesses based on their reported payrolls. Both surveys have problems. The payroll survey can easily double-count someone: if you are one person with two jobs, you show up as two workers. The payroll survey also doesn't capture the number of self-employed, and so says little about how many people are generating an independent income.


  The household survey has a larger problem. When asked straightforwardly, people tend to lie or shade the truth when the subject is sex, money or employment. If you get a call and are asked if you're employed, and you say yes, you're employed. If you say no, however, it may surprise you to learn that you are only unemployed if you've been actively looking for work in the past four weeks; otherwise, you are “marginally attached to the labor force” and not actually unemployed.


  The urge to quantify is embedded in our society. But the idea that statisticians can then capture an objective reality isn't just impossible. It also leads to serious misjudgments. Democrats and Republicans can and will take sides on a number of issues, but a more crucial concern is that both are basing major policy decisions on guesstimates rather than looking at the vast wealth of raw data with a critical eye and an open mind.


  56. What do we learn from the first paragraph?


  A) The U.S. economic situation is going from bad to worse.

  B) Washington is taking drastic measures to provide more jobs.

  C) The U.S. government is slashing more jobs from its payrolls.

  D) The recent economic crisis has taken the U.S. by surprise.


  57. What does the author think of the unemployment figures and other statistics?


  A) They form a solid basis for policy making.

  B) They represent the current situation.

  C) They signal future economic trends.

  D) They do not fully reflect the reality.


  58. One problem with the payroll survey is that ______.


  A) it does not include all the businesses

  B) it fails to count in the self-employed

  C) it magnifies the number of the jobless

  D) it does not treat all companies equally


  59. The household survey can be faulty in that ______.


  A) people tend to lie when talking on the phone

  B) not everybody is willing or ready to respond

  C) some people won't provide truthful information

  D) the definition of unemployment is too broad


  60. At the end of the passage, the author suggests that ______.


  A) statisticians improve their data assembling methods

  B) decision makers view the statistics with a critical eye

  C) politicians listen more before making policy decisions

  D) Democrats and Republicans cooperate on crucial issues


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  At some point in 2008, someone, probably in either Asia or Africa, made the decision to move from the countryside to the city. This nameless person pushed the human race over a historic threshold, for it was in that year that mankind became, for the first time in its history, a predominantly urban species.


  It is a trend that shows no sign of slowing. Demographers （人口统计学家） reckon that three-quarters of humanity could be city-dwelling by 2050, with most of the increase coming in the fast-growing towns of Asia and Africa. Migrants to cities are attracted by plentiful jobs, access to hospitals and education, and the ability to escape the boredom of a farmer's agricultural life. Those factors are more than enough to make up for the squalor （肮脏）, disease and spectacular poverty that those same migrants must often at first endure when they become urban dwellers.


  It is the city that inspires the latest book from Peter Smith. His main thesis is that the buzz of urban life, and the opportunities it offers for co-operation and collaboration, is what attracts people to the city, which in turn makes cities into the engines of art, commerce, science and progress. This is hardly revolutionary, but it is presented in a charming format. Mr Smith has written a breezy guidebook, with a series of short chapters dedicated to specific aspects of urbanity—parks, say, or the various schemes that have been put forward over the years for building the perfect city. The result is a sort of high-quality, unusually rigorous coffee-table book, designed to be dipped into rather than read from beginning to end.


  In the chapter on skyscrapers, for example, Mr Smith touches on construction methods, the revolutionary invention of the automatic lift, the practicalities of living in the sky and the likelihood that, as cities become more crowded, apartment living will become the norm. But there is also time for brief diversions onto bizarre ground, such as a discussion of the skyscraper index (which holds that a boom in skyscraper construction is a foolproof sign of an imminent recession).


  One obvious criticism is that the price of breadth is depth; many of Mr Smith's essays raise as many questions as they answer. Although that can indeed be frustrating, this is probably the only way to treat so grand a topic. The city is the building block of civilisation and of almost everything people do; a guidebook to the city is really, therefore, a guidebook to how a large and ever-growing chunk of humanity chooses to live. Mr Smith's book serves as an excellent introduction to a vast subject, and will suggest plenty of further lines of inquiry.


  61. In what way is the year 2008 historic?


  A) For the first time in history, urban people outnumbered rural people.

  B) An influential figure decided to move from the countryside to the city.

  C) It is in this year that urbanisation made a start in Asia and Africa.

  D) The population increase in cities reached a new peak in Asia and Africa.


  62. What does the author say about urbanisation?


  A) Its impact is not easy to predict.

  B) Its process will not slow down.

  C) It is a milestone in human progress.

  D) It aggravates the squalor of cities.


  63. How does the author comment on Peter Smith's new book?


  A) It is but an ordinary coffee-table book.

  B) It is flavoured with humourous stories.

  C) It serves as a guide to arts and commerce.

  D) It is written in a lively and interesting style.


  64. What does the author say in the chapter on skyscrapers?


  A) The automatic lift is indispensable in skyscrapers.

  B) People enjoy living in skyscrapers with a view.

  C) Skyscrapers are a sure sign of a city's prosperity.

  D) Recession closely follows a skyscraper boom.


  65. What may be one criticism of Mr Smith's book?


  A) It does not really touch on anything serious.

  B) It is too long for people to read from cover to cover.

  C) It does not deal with any aspect of city life in depth.

  D) It fails to provide sound advice to city dwellers.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  中国卫生监督部门决定在未来三到五年之内建立一个全国性的网络，用以监测空气污染对人类健康的影响。这一目标于国家卫生和计划生育委员会（National Health and Family Planning Commission）针对空气污染的一份工作文件中披露。根据这份文件，该网络将收集不同地区空气中的PM2.5数据和主要空气污染物浓度变化的数据。这将为分析和评估空气污染对健康的影响提供数据支持。这一文件提到，缺乏长期而系统的监测使国家无法揭示空气污染和人类健康之间的联系。


2013年6月大学英语六级考试真题精析


  


Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  Keeping Smiling


  Just as the saying goes, “A smile is the shortest distance between two people.” Smile is so effective a weapon that it could bring two distant hearts near; thus we should always bear in mind that wearing a smile and being friendly is the most desirable way to associate with others.


  As a matter of fact, our daily life abounds with examples that testify to the saying. Take the experience of my own as an example. I had an inseparable friend in senior high school, but for some reason, we had a quarrel and never spoke to each other again. Years later when we came across each other at a class reunion, we both showed a knowing smile, as we came to realize we shouldn't dwell on those trivial matters. It was just the smile that bridged the gap between our hearts and made us reconciled again. Over the years, it has dawned on me that were there no smiles, life would be dull and meaningless.


  Therefore, it can be safely concluded that a smile is the most effective way to heal the wound and embrace others. What matters is to open your mind and be generous with your smile.


  【译文】


  正如那句格言所说：“微笑是人与人之间最短的距离。”微笑是一种非常有效的武器，能使两颗彼此疏远的心靠得更近。因此我们应时刻牢记，面带微笑、与人为善是人际交流中最可取的方式。


  实际上，我们的日常生活里有很多的事例能够印证这句格言。就拿我自己的经历来说吧。我在高中的时候有一个形影不离的朋友，但由于某种原因，我们发生了争吵，之后再也没有说过话。几年后在一次同学聚会上，我们意外碰面，我们都报以对方会心一笑，因为我们都开始意识到不应该纠缠于那些无关紧要的小事。正是微笑弥合了我们心与心之间的鸿沟，使我们重归于好。这些年来，我渐渐明白——如果没有微笑，生活会索然无味，毫无意义。


  据此我们可以得出可靠的结论，即微笑是抚平创伤、接纳别人的最有效的途径。真正重要的是：敞开你的心扉，不要吝啬你的微笑。


  【要点用法】


  bring...near 拉近……的距离

  bear in mind 记住

  wear a smile 面带微笑

  associate with 与……交往

  as a matter of fact 实际上

  abound with 充满……，富于……

  testify to 印证，说明

  for some reason 由于某种原因

  come across 偶遇，意外地见到

  class reunion 同学聚会

  knowing 心照不宣的，会心的

  come to realize 开始意识到

  dwell on 纠缠于，沉湎于

  trivial 无关紧要的

  bridge 把……弥合（或连接）起来

  reconciled 重归于好的

  dawn on 使开始明白，使渐渐领悟

  embrace 拥抱；接纳

  matter 重要，有意义

  generous 慷慨的；宽宏大量的


  【句法点评】


  1. Smile is so effective a weapon that it could bring two distant hearts near; thus we should always bear in mind that wearing a smile and being friendly is the most desirable way to associate with others.


  本长句包含了状语从句和宾语从句，进一步指出了微笑的作用和价值。


  2. It was just the smile that bridged the gap between our hearts and made us reconciled again.


  用强调句式点出例证的内涵所在。


  3. Over the years, it has dawned on me that were there no smiles, life would be dull and meaningless.


  主语从句+倒装句的连用，进一步深化例证。


  4. Therefore, it can be safely concluded that a smile is the most effective way to heal the wound and embrace others.


  承接上文，用主语从句引出总结段。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. D


  
    W: I was shocked to hear of your wife's illness. Is she going to be all right?


    M: At first, the doctors weren't sure, but she's really improved. She'll be home next week.


    Q: What do we learn about the man's wife from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以she开头，说明对话与某位女士有关。


  2. 由选项中的recovered、operation、critical condition和getting much better可知，对话双方在谈论某位女士的病情和康复情况。


  结论：对话很可能围绕某位女士的病情和康复情况展开。


  【解析】从对话中可知，男士的妻子生病了，女士为此感到很惊讶，并询问她的康复情况。男士说她的状况现在已经明显好转了，下周就可以出院回家。由此可知，男士的妻子的身体状况好多了，故选D。


  2. C


  
    M: Excuse me, can I get a ticket for a sleeping compartment on this train?


    W: Yes. There are four left. The price is 60 pounds per person, including a continental breakfast.


    Q: What is the man doing?

  


  【听前预测】四个选项中的句子均是现在进行时态，表明本题考查的是某人正在做什么，听音重点为breakfast、hotel room、train ticket和compartment。


  【解析】男士问女士他能否买该列火车的卧铺车票，女士说可以，还有4张余票，并且介绍了票价和火车票附带的服务，即可以享受一份欧式早餐。可见女士是售票员，男士正在购买火车票，答案选C。sleeping compartment意为“卧铺车厢”，continental breakfast意为“欧式早餐”。


  3. A


  
    M: Janet, here's the book I borrowed from you, but I'm so sorry that I can't find its jacket.


    W: It doesn't matter. Anyway, you are one of the few people who actually return books to me.


    Q: What does the woman imply?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 三项中出现了books，一项中出现了book，说明对话与书有关。


  2. 两项中出现了与借东西有关的词汇（borrowers和lent out），说明对话中很可能提到了借某物。


  3. 四项中均出现了与归还有关的词汇（returned、brought back、return和came back），说明对话中还提到了归还某物。


  结论：对话应该与借书、还书有关。


  【解析】男士来还向女士借的书，但对女士道歉说书的护封被他弄丢了。女士表示不介意，并说男士是少数还能把她的书归还给她的人之一，可见女士的言外之意是大部分向她借书的人都没有把书归还给她，故选A。jacket此处意为“（书的）护封”。


  4. D


  
    M: Lisa, have you been to the new supermarket yet?


    W: Yes, and no. I went there last Saturday for their grand opening sale, but I drove around the parking lot for nearly an hour, looking for a space before I finally gave up and came home.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以she开头，说明本题提问与某位女士有关的内容。


  2. 四项中的句子均为过去时态，并且两项提到了last Saturday，说明对话谈论的是过去发生的事情，且事情发生在上周六。


  3. 两项提到了supermarket，一项提到了bargains，说明对话很可能与去超市或购买廉价商品有关。


  结论：对话谈论的内容应该与女士上周六去超市购买廉价商品有关。


  【解析】男士问女士有没有去那家新开的超市，女士回答说，上周六超市正在举行开业大促销，所以她开车去了那里，但她在停车场里绕了近一个小时，也没能找到一个停车位，最终没有进入超市，直接回家了，故答案选D。opening sale意为“开业促销”，parking lot意为“停车场”。


  5. C


  
    W: You've been sitting at the computer for hours. Let's take a coffee break, shall we?


    M: I wish I could. You know, I'm up to my neck in work. I've got to finish this report. I don't want to miss the deadline.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头，说明此题提问与某位男士有关的内容。


  2. 两项提到了report，说明对话很可能与某份报告有关。


  结论：对话很可能与男士的一份报告有关。


  【解析】女士看男士已经在电脑前工作好几个小时了，于是建议一起喝杯咖啡，休息一下。男士则回答说他必须赶在截止日期前完成一份报告，由此可知，他现在没有时间来喝杯咖啡休息一下，故选C。afford在此意为“有时间”。


  6. A


  
    M: What do you think of this gallery space? They offer to let me exhibit some of my paintings here.


    W: Are you kidding? Any art student I know would die to have an exhibition here.


    Q: What can we infer from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项含有the man，说明对话谈论的内容可能与男士有关。


  2. 由选项中的gallery、paintings、exhibition和art works可知，对话很可能谈论的是画廊的美术作品展览。


  结论：对话很可能围绕男士的美术作品和画廊展览展开。


  【解析】男士询问女士对一间画廊的意见，并说他将有机会在这间画廊展览他的一些画作。女士对此感到很激动和吃惊，并说她认识的每一个学习美术的学生都渴望在此举办展览。would die to...是比较口语化的说法，意为“为……甚至可以去死”，表示“十分渴望”。如果说获得这个展览机会是每名美术学生所梦寐以求的，即可推断出只有那些最优秀的学生才能获此殊荣，故选A。


  7. A


  
    W: Gary, my assistant is in hospital now. Is there anyone in your department who could give a hand for a few days?


    M: I think so. I'll ask around and get back to you.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以the man开头，两项以the woman开头，问题既可能涉及男士也可能涉及女士。


  2. 由选项中的assistant、works in the same department和dealing with可知，对话可能涉及工作、部门等信息。


  结论：对话可能围绕与男士或女士的工作有关的话题展开。


  【解析】女士的助理住院了，因此询问男士他的部门有没有能暂时担当她助理的工作人员，由此可知男士与女士不在一个部门工作，女士想让男士帮她寻找一个临时代班的助理，故选A。


  8. B


  
    W: Did you read the article in the paper about the mayor's speech at the economic forum?


    M: Sure I did, but I think they twisted the meaning of what he said. And it's not the first time for them to do so.


    Q: What does the man say about the paper?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以it开头，可知此题提问的内容与对话中提到的某种事物有关。


  2. 四项句子的时态均为过去时，可知对话谈论的是过去发生的事情。


  3. 一项提到了mayor，一项提到了city，证明对话中可能提到了市长或城市。


  结论：对话可能涉及市长过去所做的某件事情。


  【解析】女士问男士有没有读报纸上那篇关于市长在经济论坛上的演讲的文章，男士给予了肯定回答，并对这篇文章进行了评价——文章曲解了市长演讲的意思，选项B与此相吻合，故为正确答案。该项中的distort意为“曲解”，为对话中twist的同义转述。economic forum意为“经济论坛”。


  Conversation One


  W: Oh, hello, John. Are you using your dictating machine this morning? I've got a long report. I must dictate. Can I borrow your machine?


  M: Of course. But can you spare me a second? ［9］It's the message you sent me about the delivery delay on the control desks. What's gone wrong?


  W: Everything, John. ［10］We have to get the steel sheets we need for these desks from new suppliers. Well, the suppliers have got some trouble or other. They say they'll be a bit late with delivery.


  M: But they can't be. Those control desks are a special order. They are wanted for one of the big computer companies. It's a very important contract.


  W: When did we promise delivery?


  M: On Thursday next week. And there's a penalty clause. We stand to lose 10 percent of our price for each week of overdue delivery.


  W: Oh, these penalty clauses!Why do you sales people accept them?


  M: ［11］We have to accept them, otherwise we don't get the contracts.


  W: Well, let's get on to the Buying Department. I only heard about the delay yesterday because we kept the production line clear to handle these special sheets. It's a dreadful nuisance.


  M: It will be more than a nuisance, if we don't meet on delivery date. It'll cost us a lot of money.


  W: Keep clam, John. ［12］We can perhaps claim compensation from the steel suppliers for failure to deliver on time. That'll offset the penalty clause.


  M: Well, if you can.


  9. Why did the woman send the message to the man?


  10. What does the woman say about the new suppliers?


  11. How did the man get the contracts?


  12. What does the woman suggest they do?


  9. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以to开头，推测该题是对目的进行提问。


  2. 三项提到了him，推测动作的接受者是男士。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能是女士要求男士做某事或者告知男士某事，听音时应关注女士的话，并将听音重点放在四个选项的关键信息inform...of a problem、request...to purchase、discuss...project report以及ask...to fix上。


  【解析】在对话的开头部分，男士说想占用女士几分钟时间，来谈谈女士之前发给他的有关控制台交货日期推迟的消息。可见，女士给男士发消息是想告诉男士控制台的交货日期将会延迟，也就是他们所面临的一个问题。四个选项中只有A项与此意思符合，故为答案。其他三项中的control desks、report和dictating machine在对话的开头部分都有出现，具有一定的干扰性，考生在听音时除了抓住关键名词之外，也要关注与其搭配的动词，以便精准定位答案。


  10. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以they开头。


  2. 四项均含有商务方面的词语（quote the best price, manufacture and sell, deliver, produce）。


  3. 两项中提到了钢板（steel sheets），两项中含有表示无法做某事的词语（cannot）。


  结论：该对话发生在商务场合，they可能指的是钢板的生产商或供应商，该题可能是对they在钢板的报价、生产、销售或交货等方面的问题进行讨论，具体信息需要仔细听音后进行辨别。


  【解析】对话中，当男士问女士出了什么问题时，女士说：“我们必须从新的供应商那里购买生产这些控制台所需的钢板，但这些供应商遇到了一点麻烦。他们说交货的时间可能会迟一点。”故可知正确答案为C项。其他三项文中均未提及，故可排除。


  11. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为by引导的介词短语，推测该题针对方式进行提问。


  2. 四项均含有表示优惠条件的内容（marking down the unit price, accepting the penalty clauses, allowing more time for delivery, promising better after-sales service）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能是一方通过给予怎样的条件来达到某一目的。具体是降低单价、接受处罚条款、延长对方的交货时间还是给予更好的售后服务，需要考生通过所听到的内容进行仔细辨别。


  【解析】对话中，男士提到，他们与计算机公司签订的合同中含有违约处罚条款，他们的交货时间每延期一周，就必须将价格降低百分之十。女士接着问男士为什么要签订这样的处罚条款，男士说如果不签的话就拿不到合同，故可知正确答案为B项。其他三项文中均未提及，故可排除。


  12. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头，推测该题是对动作进行提问。


  2. 两项含有表示“客户”的词语（customer），两项含有表示“供应商”的词语（suppliers）。


  结论：结合第10题可以推测，该题可能是对第10题所出现问题的解决方法进行考查。考生听音时应将重点放在give...discount、claim compensation、change suppliers以及cancel the contract等关键词上，从而进一步判断出是哪一种解决方法。


  【解析】在对话的结尾部分，女士说或许他们能够向钢板供应商要求赔偿，因为这个问题是由于供应商未能按期交货造成的。由此可知，正确答案为B项。A项中的ten percent在对话中有所提及，但说的是如果男士的公司延期交货，那么每延期一周就将损失价格的百分之十，而非主动给客户打折；对话中确实提到了Buying Department，但并没有提到要让他们更换供应商；D项文中未提及，故A、C、D三项均可排除。


  Conversation Two


  M: Cathy, ［15］Chaos theory seems to be a branch of physics or mathematics. ［13］You are an economist. So how does it influence your work?


  W: Well, in several ways. I'm responsible for financial development programs in many parts of the world. So forecasting long range trends and making predictions on the basis of present evidence is what I do. ［14］［15］Chaos theory was developed by scientists trying to explain the movement of the planet and changes in environmental conditions. Both of these things are also about making long-term predictions on the basis of present evidence.


  M: Are many economists involved in this field?


  W: An increasing number. In the 1990s, many economists began to look at Chaos theory as a way of providing models for forecasting.


  M: What kind of models are we talking about here?


  W: Well, that's a good question. ［15］Because a basic idea of Chaos theory is that there aren't any models as such. There aren't guaranteed forms, but rather patterns of change in development.


  M: Doesn't that mean that forecasting is impossible?


  W: No, but it certainly makes it more of a challenge. Mandell Braud, who did the experiment with stock exchange prices, for example, noted that although the outcomes were variable, there were in fact certain constants. What we have to do is make sure we know what these are and take into account all the possible variables.


  M: But do economics and finance work in the same way as weather conditions or the movement of planets?


  W: Well, no, of course not. There are certain underlying similarities. But we have to leave them for another time.


  13. What is the woman's profession?


  14. What was Chaos theory supposed to do when it was first formulated?


  15. What are the speakers mainly talking about?


  13. D


  【听前预测】四项均为表示职业的名词，分别是股票经纪人、物理学家、数学家和经济学家，可见该题是对某人的职业进行考查。听音时要重点关注与选项中的职业相关的内容，并弄清楚每个职业对应的对象，避免被干扰项所误导。


  【解析】该题比较容易。在对话的开头，男士说：“混沌理论好像是物理学或者数学的一个分支。你是经济学家，那么，它是如何影响你的工作的呢？”可知女士的职业是经济学家。故D项正确。


  14. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头。


  2. 三项含有表示“朝好的方向发展”的词（improve, growth, promote）。


  3. 三项都谈到了自然现象、全球人口增长、国家金融健康等比较宏大的议题。


  结论：该题对动作进行考查，可能与某项政策或某一理论的作用或意义有关。


  【解析】女士第一次说话时提到，混沌理论是由科学家们提出的，他们想要解释行星的运动和环境条件的改变。行星的运动和环境条件的改变都属于自然现象的范畴，故B项正确。A、D两项是根据对话中出现的programs和financial设置的干扰项，C项文中未提及，均可排除。


  15. C


  【听前预测】四项均为名词短语，信息点比较分散，再考虑到该题为该对话的最后一题，推测可能考查该对话的主题。


  【解析】该题需要考生在理解整个对话内容的基础上作出归纳。对话一开始，男士就问女士混沌理论与她的工作的关系，接着女士讲了混沌理论的形成、基本理念以及在预测方面的用途。很明显，C项“混沌理论及其应用”是两人讨论的主要话题。故选C。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  People write to ask me if there's correlation between academic intelligence and emotional intelligence. My answer is no. You can have a high IQ and a high EQ, which, of course is a winning combination, or be high in one and low in the other. ［16］The best study was done at Bell Labs in New Jersey—a very high IQ place. They do research and development for the communications industry. In a division of electronics engineers, who are designing equipment so advanced that they work in teams of up to 150. Co-workers and managers were asked to nominate the standouts—the stars in productivity and effectiveness. They came up with 10 or 15 names, and that group of stars was compared with everyone else. It turned out there was no difference in IQ, no difference in academic qualifications, no difference in years on the job. ［17］The only difference was emotional intelligence. The stars were people who knew how to get along, who knew how to motivate themselves, usually the kind of people you like to hang out with. When these people ran up against a technical problem, to which they'd have to turn to someone else for an answer, they'd e-mail and get an answer right away, because they built up networks of people before they needed them. The other people would e-mail and wait up to two weeks for an answer. ［18］So you can see how being good in the inter-personal realm actually was a direct benefit, even for effectively pursuing a technical task.


  16. What does the speaker say about Bell Labs?


  17. What characterizes the stars nominated at Bell Labs?


  18. What does the speaker say contributes to effectively pursuing a technical task?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词IQ、emotional intelligence和interpersonal relationships可大致推断，该文章很可能讲的是与智商、情商及人际关系有关的内容，因此在听音时需要重点关注与之相关的信息。

  


  16. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以they开头。


  2. 两项含有与工作有关的词汇（hard work, star engineers）。


  3. 两项可能与学习能力有关（academic degrees, high IQ）。


  结论：根据四项的共同主语they可以判断，本题考查与they有关的情况，因此需根据关键词听出they的指代对象，然后再有针对性地作答。听音重点为hard work、star engineers、academic degrees、high IQ。


  【解析】短文开头部分就提到贝尔实验室是一个高智商人士的聚集地，因此可得知该实验室少不了高智商的人，故D项正确。其他几项说法文中均未提及，故排除。


  17. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为名词短语。


  2. 四项均含有积极、正面的形容词或名词（long, high, distinctive, devotion）。


  3. 三项可能与工作有关（job training, qualifications, advance of science）。


  结论：本题很可能考查和工作相关的积极因素。听音重点为job training、high emotional intelligence、academic qualifications和devotion to the advance of science。


  【解析】问题中的characterizes和nominated增加了一些难度。短文指出，那些在工作中表现杰出的“明星”与其他人在智商、学术资历和工作年限方面都没有什么差别，唯一的差别就在于他们拥有很高的情商。因此B项为正确选择。A项在文中未被提及，C项和D项很明显都不是这些“明星”与其他人的区别，故排除。


  18. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为名词短语。


  2. 四项表述都是在工作方面有积极意义的内容。


  结论：本题很可能考查有利于做好工作的因素。听音重点为interpersonal relationships、working experience、equipment和motivation。


  【解析】effectively pursuing a technical task为短文末尾的原句重现。讲话者提到，即便是对于高效地完成一项技术任务来说，拥有好的人际关系网也确实会有直接的益处。四项中只有A项符合文意，故选A。其余三项虽然也都对工作业绩有利，但与文章所强调的“情商”无关，皆可排除。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  ［19］J's Biography of John Muir—John Muir's own writings to bring readers a life story of this remarkable man who did so much to raise America's awareness of environmental issues. As America's first environmentalist, John Muir lived his life for ever daring to undertake new adventures. He spent most of his days outdoors and had a deep love for the wild lands. In the book, we meet John Muir as a youth fearlessly climbing the roof of his house. He captures birds only to let them go when he realizes the cruelty involved. He becomes an inventor and sells his inventions in order to attend the university. ［20］As a young man, he began walking over tens of thousands of miles during his lifetime: through the south to Florida, the west to California and north to Alaska, where readers are taken a long and particularly hair-raising adventure on a large mass of floating ice. Muir's learning in observation throughout his life led him to devote his last years to preserving the natural environment. ［21］His writing and speaking raised the awareness of the importance of conservation and helped bring about our national park system. Readers will feel they know John Muir after reading his story and may catch his passion for preserving the riches of our land. The others' portrayal of Muir's life is a testimony to what it means to be lifelong learners and to use that learning to inform and bring about change.


  19. What kind of book is the speaker introducing?


  20. What do we learn about John Muir when he was young?


  21. What did John Muir intend to do through writing and speaking?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题选项，根据第19题列举的各类图书、第20题对he的描述以及第21题列举的各种行为推测，本文很可能与某本书记载的某人的事迹有关，听音时应重点关注与之相关的内容。

  


  19. D


  【解题思路】


  四个选项分别列举了不同的图书种类：日记、童话、课本和传记。


  结论：本题很可能询问某本书的类型。


  【解析】短文一开始就指出了接下来要介绍的这本书的书名——J's Biography of John Muir, biography是“传记”的意思，故本题选D。其他三项短文并未提及。


  20. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以he开头。


  2. 三项含有与“喜好”有关的词汇（loved, disliked, liked）。


  结论：本题很可能考查he的兴趣爱好。


  【解析】短文中间部分提到，约翰·缪尔年轻时徒步周游美国，这本传记中记述了他在大块浮冰上的冒险经历，由此可以看出，约翰·缪尔年轻时喜欢冒险。注意短文前面提到了他在少年（youth）时的经历，而本题问的是他年轻（young）时是个什么样的人，听音时不要将youth和young混淆。


  21. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头，证明本题考查某人做某事。


  2. 三项含有people。


  结论：本题很可能考查某人或某物让人们做什么事情。


  【解析】短文末尾部分提到，约翰·缪尔通过写文章和做演讲，让人们认识到了环保的重要性，还推动了美国国家公园体系的建立，故本题选C。问题中的writing and speaking是原文再现，听到这个词组后回想原文中它后面的内容，不难选出答案。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  Disaster movies often portray catastrophes that destroy, or at least threaten to destroy earth's entire population. In fact, a virus emerged in the 1970s; that could've been just that fatal. ［22］Named after a river that passes through the Congo, the Ebola virus originally manifested itself in the interior of Africa in 1976. ［23］Two strains of the disease, with almost identical symptoms, affected humans: Ebola Zaire and Ebola Sudan. The Sudan version was deadly enough, killing 50 percent of those it infected. However, Zaire, with its 90 percent mortality rate was even worse. The origins, though not the cause of Ebola Sudan, can be traced back to a single individual in a Sudanese town. Ebola Zaire seemed to erupt in over 50 villages simultaneously. ［24］Both strains quickly invaded local hospitals where needle sharing and other unhealthy practices ensured the rapid spreading of the infection by bringing people into contact with contaminated body fluids. If the virus had been capable of spreading through the air, or if one infected person had unknowingly entered a large population center, Ebola might have become a worldwide epidemic. However, soon after these fierce outbreaks, the virus died out, at least temporarily. Ebola was so deadly and killed so quickly that within a short period of time there was no one around to infect. Hospital workers in at least one case deserted their workplace in panic, thus halting the administering of potentially unclean disease spreading injections, but Ebola has not disappeared. ［25］With no known vaccination or cure available, it seems only a matter of time until another epidemic erupts.


  22. What is Ebola virus named after?


  23. What do we learn about Ebola Zaire and Ebola Sudan?


  24. How did people get infected with the disease according to the speaker?


  25. What does the speaker believe?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题所有选项，由其中的关键词infected、victim、Africa、doctor、Congo、symptoms、drug、mortality rate、virus、contaminated、Sudan and Zaire、Ebola virus、cures、immune等可大致推断，本文很可能与非洲地区的某种病毒有关，有可能就是Ebola virus（埃博拉病毒），听音时需特别注意与非洲地区、疾病和病毒相关的内容。

  


  22. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为名词短语，分别是四种不同的人或物。


  2. 四项基本都与疾病或非洲地域特征有关。


  结论：本题考查的应该是某个细节，听音时需注意与选项相关的内容。


  【解析】本题问的是埃博拉病毒名字的由来，使用了named after的表达方式，文章前面部分出现了Named after，且该处的论述对象就是埃博拉病毒，故应为答案所在之处，该句提到埃博拉病毒是以流经刚果境内的埃博拉河命名的，故D项为答案。


  23. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四个选项均以they开头，均描述的是they的特征或状态。


  2. 三项含有与疾病相关的词汇（symptoms, drug, mortality rate）。


  结论：本题考查与they相关的内容，应注意听they所指代的内容和与疾病相关的信息。


  【解析】题目问我们了解到了有关埃博拉病毒扎伊尔型和埃博拉病毒苏丹型的什么信息。文章提到，埃博拉病毒分为两种类型，即扎伊尔型和苏丹型，它们具有几乎完全一致的症状，A项与此含义一致，故为答案。B项内容在原文中未提及，故排除；原文提到扎伊尔型比苏丹型更具致命性，故可排除C；原文指出埃博拉病毒只是暂时消失了，D项中的for good意为“永久地”，显然与原文相悖，故该选项也应排除。


  24. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为介词by + 动名词形式的短语，表示“通过某种方式”。


  2. 四个选项中动名词短语的主体分别为inhaling air、contacting body fluids、drinking water和eating food。


  结论：本题很可能就某种方式提问，且应与感染某种疾病有关。


  【解析】题目问根据讲话者的描述，人们是如何感染这种疾病的。文章中间部分提到了两种病毒在短时间内侵入当地医院，医院共用针头及其他不卫生的做法使人们接触到受感染者的体液，这导致传染迅速蔓延。由此可见，接触到受感染者的体液正是人们感染这种疾病的方式，B项说法与此一致，故为答案。


  25. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四个选项均为陈述句，分别陈述的是一种可能或将会发生的情况。


  2. 四项均提到Ebola。


  结论：本题考查与Ebola有关的内容，可能是某人对这种病毒的某种观点。


  【解析】题目问讲话者相信什么。在文章结尾处讲话者提到，在没有可用的已知疫苗或治疗方法的情况下，下一次传染病毒的爆发似乎只是一个时间的问题，这反映出讲话者的一种推测，即下一次传染病毒引发的流行性疾病迟早都要爆发，C项说法与此一致，故为答案。其他三项文中均未提及，故应排除。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  The ideal companion machine would not only look, feel, and sound friendly but would also be programmed to behave in an agreeable manner. Those ［26］qualities that make interaction with other people enjoyable would be simulated as closely as possible, and the machine would appear to be ［27］charming, stimulating, and easygoing. Its informal conversational style would make interaction comfortable, and yet the machine would remain slightly ［28］unpredictable and therefore interesting. In its first ［29］encounter it might be somewhat hesitant and unassuming, but as it came to know the user it would progress to a more ［30］relaxed and intimate style. The machine would not be a passive ［31］participant but would add its own suggestions, information, and opinions; it would sometimes take the ［32］initiative in developing or changing the topic and would have a ［33］personality of its own.


  The machine would convey presence. We have all seen how a computer's use of personal names often fascinates people and leads them to treat the machine as if it were almost human. Such features are easily written into the software. By introducing ［34］a degree of forcefulness and humor, the machine could be presented as a vivid and unique character.


  Friendships are not made in a day, and the computer would be more acceptable as a friend if it simulated the ［35］gradual changes that occur when one person is getting to know another. At an appropriate time it might also express the kind of affection that stimulates attachment and intimacy.


  
    26. quality 品质，特征

    27. charming 有魅力的

    28. unpredictable 难以预测

    29. encounter 相遇，见面

    30. relaxed and intimate 放松而亲密

    31. participant 参与者

    32. initiative 主动性

    33. personality 性格，人格

    34. a degree of 一定程度的

    35. gradual change 逐渐的变化

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  社会学习理论的核心概念即“人们通过社会［36］互动来学习他人的态度、信仰及行为方式”。社会学习是通过强化、模仿和以他人为榜样来行事的结果。


  强化现象发生在当我们因为做出某些特定的［37］性别角色行为而直接或间接地受到奖励或惩罚之时。比如，一个使用了妈妈的化妆品的小女孩可能会被告知她化妆后很可爱，但做出同样举动的小女孩的哥哥/弟弟则会遭到［38］训斥。儿童也会通过［39］间接的强化了解性别角色。比如，如果一个小男孩的同性伙伴因为哭泣而受到惩罚，那么他就会学到“男子汉不应该哭鼻子”。


  儿童还通过观察和模仿来学会［40］表现得像男孩或像女孩。即使当儿童没有因为“表现得像男孩”或“表现得像女孩”而受到直接的奖励或惩戒，他们也会通过［41］观察家人的所作所为来了解性别知识。因为总是要工作而［42］很少在家的一位父亲会传递出这样的信息：男人应该赚钱。总是抱怨体重超标或年华老去的一位母亲则会传递这样一种信息：女人应该苗条、年轻。


  因为父母在情绪方面对他们的孩子很重要，他们通常是孩子最［43］有影响力的角色典范。其他的角色典范包括看护人、老师、朋友和名人。根据一项洛杉矶青少年多种族研究的调查结果，那些称自己的角色典范为他们认识的某个人（比如父亲或母亲、亲戚、朋友或者不属于家人的医生）的青少年，比那些角色典范为体育界名人、歌手或其他媒体人物的青少年同伴具有更强的自尊心、更好的学习成绩，使用［44］毒品的几率也更低。研究人员得出的结论是，角色典范的选择对于青少年［45］心理的发展会产生正面或者负面的影响。


  【答案解析】


  36. H) interaction


  语法判断：空格前是形容词social，故空格处应填入一个名词。


  语义判断：备选项中的名词有gender“性别”、display“展示；炫耀”、interaction“互动；相互影响”、substance“物质；内容”和connection“连接；联系”。将各名词选项代入文中，只有interaction符合语意，social interaction意为“社会互动”。故H为正确答案。


  37. B) gender


  语法判断：本句句子结构完整，可以把思考范围缩小至空格所在的介词短语for particular ______ role behaviors。分析此短语可知，这里缺少一个名词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的名词还有gender、display、substance和connection。本段讲述了与性别角色行为有关的内容，故此处应填gender。


  38. I) scolded


  语法判断：空格前是will be，分析句子结构可知，空格处可填形容词或表被动的过去分词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的形容词有psychosocial“社会心理的”、indirect“间接的”和powerful“有力的”，过去分词有praised“受表扬的”和scolded“受到责备的”。本句前半部分说使用了妈妈的化妆品的小女孩可能会被告知她化妆后很可爱，空格所在分句以but开头，说明意思发生了转折，应该是说不好的方面。故选I。


  39. D) indirect


  语法判断：空格后是名词，这里很可能缺少一个形容词或可作形容词的分词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的形容词选项有psychosocial、indirect和powerful，可作名词的现在分词有simulating，过去分词有praised。由本段首句可知，本段是在讲直接和间接强化，前半部分讲了直接强化，那么后半部分就要讲间接强化，此处应填indirect，故选D。


  40. N) behave


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，这里需要填入一个动词原形。


  语义判断：备选项中的动词原形只有两个：display和behave。下文提到了“behaving like boys” or“behaving like girls”，故此处也应填入behave。故选N。


  41. J) watching


  语法判断：空格前是by，故空格处应填现在分词，作介词by的宾语。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的现在分词有simulating和watching。simulate意为“模仿，仿效”，后面一般接模仿的人、物或事情，但空格后并不是特指某个人、物或事，故选watching。


  42. F) rarely


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，本空处于一个由关系代词who引导的定语从句中，从句结构完整，故只能填入副词。


  语义判断：备选的副词有rarely和usually。空后提到he's always working，故应选rarely, is rarely at home表示“很少在家”。故选F。


  43. O) powerful


  语法判断：此处句子结构完整，故空格处可能填入形容词，来修饰role models，而且从most可判断该词为多音节形容词。


  语义判断：备选项中的形容词还有psychosocial和powerful。将二者代入文中，很显然powerful更符合句意，表示“父母通常是孩子最有影响力的角色典范”，故选O。


  44. K) substance


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，这里缺少一个名词，lower ______与空格前面的higher self-esteem和higher grades构成并列结构。


  语义判断：备选项中的名词还有display、substance和connection。由空格后的use可知，只有substance正确，substance在此引申为“毒品”。故选K。


  45. A) psychosocial


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，这里需要一个形容词，来修饰空格后的名词development。


  语义判断：备选项中的形容词只剩下psychosocial，意为“社会心理的”。故A为正确答案。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  高强度重量训练


  A）莫里斯·汉克·格林伯格是保险服务机构美国国际集团（AIG）的前首席执行官，每周一次，他会离开自己位于公园大道的办公室，穿过纽约中央公园，来到时髦的上西区的一间地下室。地下室位于一栋赤褐色砂石面大楼里，里面堆满了鲁布·戈德堡样式的器械。87岁的格林伯格先生以其强硬的观点闻名于商界，他那非凡的体力就是在这间拥挤的地下室里锻炼出来的。


  B）［51］格林伯格是纽约一小群业务繁忙的企业高管之一，他们朝圣般地定期造访一家叫作“认真的力量”的健身房，这里专门提供一种名为“高强度耐力训练”的健身训练，学员每周仅用半个小时就可以完成一套全身锻炼。不同于花费数小时在跑步机上慢跑或蹬踏自行车来锻炼，高强度重量训练不仅具有有氧运动的全部优势，还增强了力量训练，所花时间也只是传统健身的一小部分。


  C）格林伯格吹嘘说：“我能推或拉的重量是我自身体重的几倍。”如今，格林伯格是金融服务公司CV Star & Co的董事长兼首席执行官。“我现在的运动强度比我以往生活中所有训练的强度都要大。一周只需要30分钟，你就能看到自己在训练中的进步，这种感觉真好。”


  D）自20世纪80年代起，高强度重量训练就已经有人尝试。当时，一位名叫阿瑟·琼斯的企业家开始生产“鹦鹉螺”牌健身器材。［48］不过，直到最近，这种锻炼方法的优越性才获得足够的科学支持。


  E）［46］来自南卡罗来纳州急诊中心的内科医生道格·麦古菲所著的《身体的科学》以及格林伯格常去的那家纽约健身中心的所有者弗雷德·哈恩所著的《慢燃烧健身革命》等书，描述了通过非常缓慢的运动彻底锻炼多个肌肉群的科学原理。在实际运动中，高强度健身法包含5组或6组练习，每组只是以极其缓慢的速度重复5-6次或仅仅15分钟的实际负重锻炼。一些提倡高强度健身法的人（例如麦古菲）认为，每周只锻炼一次就足够了，但哈恩和其他人则更喜欢一周进行两次锻炼。


  F）［52］哈恩指出，高强度耐力练习可改善血压指标，增加血液中良性胆固醇含量，降低甘油三酸酯水平，维持血糖浓度，提高胰岛素敏感性；这种锻炼方法不仅可以增强肌肉力量，还可以提高肌肉耐力。同时，麦古菲从医学角度指出了高强度健身法的好处。他说，该方法有助于消除“糖尿病、高血压、痛风和高胆固醇，以及久坐和食用快餐所导致的一切不良后果”。


  G）尽管健身风潮来了又去，但高强度健身法是不多见的倡导人们减少实际锻炼时间的方法。铁杆健身迷们对其是否真的比在健身房进行数小时的锻炼更优越提出质疑，但像哈恩这样的支持者认为，如果花费更少的健身时间就能取得如此出色的效果，又有什么必要花那么长时间来锻炼肌肉呢？［54］支持者们还指出，不管做多少运动，每个人的强壮程度或者肌肉增大程度都会受到基因的限制。


  H）或许有悖于人们的直观感受，高强度健身法在欧洲的受欢迎程度似乎比在热衷健身的美国更高。大约10年前，高强度健身潮流曾在美国短暂地风靡过一阵，随后便从杂志封面上消失了。麦古菲认为，这部分是因为近期支持高强度健身法的科学研究主要来自欧洲和加拿大的大学。另外一个原因在于欧洲人缺少北美人那种“越多越好”的文化理念。这种认为锻炼时间总是越长越好、强度总是越大越好的健身观念，使得人们对一套将控制健身时长和频率作为取得健身效果的途径的运动方式持更加怀疑的态度。


  I）［47］尽管高强度健身可以用杠铃甚至体重为负重，但绝大多数专门提供这种训练方式的健身房使用最初由琼斯发明的诸如“鹦鹉螺”和Med-X等牌子的健身器械。这是由于竭尽全力推举一个未被固定的重物可能会有危险。这些器械在多个关节点可进行旋转，可以同时活动多个肌肉群，进而缩短健身总时间。


  J）［49］至少在初始阶段，高强度健身法由一套被称为“五大类”的训练组合构成，即坐姿划船、推胸训练、下拉训练、推肩训练以及压腿运动，每组训练做90秒左右。麦古菲表示，如果这些动作以极慢的速度完成，并用尽全力，再辅以几天的恢复性休息，他甚至只做三组训练就能达到很好的效果。


  K）总部位于苏黎世的基泽健身集团公司已经开始利用这套健身方法吸引商务人士，该集团在欧亚两洲均成立了数家高强度健身中心。“我们的目标客户是愿意认真锻炼的中年职业企业高管，健身房里不放音乐，墙上也不装镜子，更没有果汁吧。［55］我们不是为典型的健身房用户设计的，而是为不喜欢典型的健身房的人而设计的。”基泽健身伦敦肯顿集市店负责人、德国人马塞尔·哈斯特斯说。


  L）对那些经常出差的企业高管来说，基泽尤其具有吸引力。花费580英镑办理年卡之后，就可以在出差时使用从苏黎世到澳大利亚的任何一家基泽健身中心。基泽健身中心使用由已故的阿瑟·琼斯的旗下企业授权使用的特制器材。该健身中心还专门提供康复训练以及单纯的健身训练。


  M）住在伦敦金融城附近的Screen Digest电子游戏分析师史蒂文·贝利表示，自己已在基泽健身锻炼了三年，这使他的生活发生了改变。［50］贝利认为，基泽非常适合像他那样生活中久坐且终日伏案的人。在去基泽锻炼之前，他通常在下午三点左右就感到精疲力竭，而现在他的精力充沛多了。


  N）令人印象特别深刻的是基泽健身中心的一款器械，它看起来就像是西班牙宗教法庭上使用的某样物品。一旦你坐上这台器械并扣紧皮带，你的下半身和臀部就被固定了，藉此该器械可以准确测出你下背部肌肉群的力量——通常来说，伏案工作的企业高管这个部位比较薄弱。基泽的这台器械有一个计算机数据库，可以将你的背部肌肉力量与相同年龄段的其他人进行比较，并能通过训练来增强这一部位的肌肉。


  O）大约6年前，阿拉斯泰尔·麦克莱伦开始去基泽肯顿集市店健身，以缓解自己的背部问题。这位48岁的《健康服务期刊》编辑表示，每周仅一次的短时间训练能让他变得强壮，还能解决他的背部问题，这能让他很好地利用自己的时间。这还让他有时间进行更多的运动。现在，他几乎每天都骑自行车去上班。


  P）不过，高强度健身法的支持者们承认，虽然这套方法益处多多，但仅凭这一方法或其他任何一套健身运动，都不太可能帮助高管们完全减掉因长年享用公司报销午餐所带来的难看的肚腩。［53］对于这一点，改变饮食结构是最重要的途径。


  【答案解析】


  46. E


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词books on health和slow movements。E段首句谈到，《身体的科学》和《慢燃烧健身革命》等书介绍了通过非常缓慢的动作彻底锻炼多个肌肉群的科学原理。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的gave a scientific account of对应原文中的describe the scientific basis for。


  47. I


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词machines devised by Jones和shorten the total exercise time。I段第一句说，大多数专门提供高强度训练的健身房最初使用由琼斯发明的健身器械。第三句提到，这些器械可以同时活动多个肌肉群，进而缩短健身总时间。由此可知，题干是对原文这两句话的同义概括。


  48. D


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词enough scientific support。D段后半部分提到，直到最近，高强度重量训练的优越性才获得足够的科学支持。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的to prove its effectiveness of keeping good health对应原文中的to back up its superiority as a workout。


  49. J


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词five kinds of exercises和around one and a half minute。J段首句提到，至少在初始阶段，高强度健身法由一套被称为“五大类”的训练组合构成，每组训练做90秒左右。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的five kinds of exercises对应原文中的“the big five”，题干中的one and a half minute对应原文中的90 seconds。


  50. M


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词A video games analyst和sitting at a desk all day。只有M段提到了电子游戏分析师贝利。本段第二句说，贝利觉得基泽非常适合像他这样生活中久坐并且终日伏案的人。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的suitable对应原文第二句中的great。


  51. B


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词business managers和regularly。B段第一句提到，一些企业高管定期造访健身房，进行高强度耐力健身训练。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的A few对应原文中的a small group of...executives。


  52. F


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词make strong and enduring muscles。F段中哈恩讲述高强度耐力训练的许多好处，其中一点就是增强肌肉力量，提高肌肉耐力。题干是对原文的逻辑概括。原文中的high-intensity resistance对应题干中的Exercising in a highly intense way，题干中的make strong and enduring muscles对应原文中的builds not only muscular strength but muscular endurance。


  53. P


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词improving the food structure。P段第一句说，高管们因长年享用公司报销的午餐而有肚腩。最后一句提到，要想减掉高管们的肚腩，改善饮食结构才是最重要的方法。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义概括。题干中的the key对应原文中的the most important ingredient，题干中的improving the food structure对应原文中的dietary changes。


  54. G


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词genes和regardless of the amount of exercise。G段最后一句提到，高强度健身法的支持者们指出，不论进行多少运动，每个人的强壮程度或者肌肉增大的程度都会受到基因的限制。题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的genes decide对应原文中的has a genetic limit，题干中的regardless of the amount of exercise对应原文中的no matter how much exercise they do。


  55. K


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词target customers和traditional exercise。K段最后一句提到，基泽健身伦敦肯顿集市店负责人马塞尔·哈斯特斯表示：“我们不是为典型的健身房用户设计的，而是为不喜欢典型的健身房的人设计的。”也就是说，基泽健身的目标客户不是典型的健身房用户，典型的健身房用户即喜欢传统健身的人，题干是对原文的同义转述。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  劳工统计局的报告与预计的一样令人沮丧。［56］一月份的失业率跃升至16年来的新高，达到7.6%。美国就业人数创下了自1974年12月以来的最大单月跌幅，59.8万个就业岗位遭到了削减。在过去三个月里，180万个工作岗位不复存在，人们迫切渴望能尽快提振经济。然而，在对这些严峻的数字作出反应之前，华盛顿（即美国政府）还是先做个深呼吸（冷静一下）为好。


  总体而言，我们依赖于失业数据和其他数据来对现实情况作出判断。我们利用一系列的数据来判断现状是好是坏，而这些数据反过来又能左右政府政策、企业预算以及个人消费决定，失业数据及其他数据只是此类数据中的一个重要部分。［57］问题在于，这些数据并不能客观地衡量现实情况，它们只是最佳的近似值。就方向而言，它们能够体现出趋势，但如何准确地获知失业人数还是个谜。这就使得寻求解决之道难上加难。


  首先是收集数据的方式。官方公布的失业率是对6万家庭进行电话调查的结果。另外还有一种调查方式，有时被称为“薪资名单调查”，即根据40万家企业报告的薪资名单评估得出。两种调查都存在问题。［58］薪资名单调查很容易把一个人算成两个人，如果某个人同时拥有两份工作，结果会显示为两个人有工作。薪资名单调查也无法获取个体经营的那部分人数，所以，对有多少人拥有独立收入基本无法得出结果。


  家庭调查的问题更突出。［59］当人们被直截了当地问及有关性别、金钱或就业问题时，往往会说谎或隐瞒事实。如果你接到一个电话，对方问你是否拥有一份工作，你给予肯定回答的话，你就被认定为有工作。而如果你给出否定回答，则会很惊讶地了解到，只有在过去四个星期里积极寻找工作却无果才能算失业，否则你只是“游荡在劳动力市场的边缘”，而不是真正意义上的失业。


  凡事都要求用数字说话的理念已经在我们的社会中根深蒂固。而统计学家掌握客观情况也并非不可能。但这也会导致严重的判断错误。［60］民主党人和共和党人可以，而且也会在许多问题上有一定的倾向，但更关键的问题在于，双方都基于猜测性的估计来做出重大的政策决定，而不是用批判性的眼光和开放的心态来研究大量的原始数据。


  
    【议论文：失业率的统计数据存在偏差，这对政策的制定会造成影响。】


    第一段：劳工统计局的就业报告令人沮丧，政府需要制定合适的政策。


    第二段：失业数据和现实情况存在偏差，增加了解决问题的难度。


    第三、四段：分别介绍两种收集就业数据的调查方式的弊端，指出这使得调查结果与客观情况不符。


    第五段：政策制定者应该依据准确的数据严谨地制定重大决策。

  


  【答案解析】


  56. A


  定位：根据题干的信息词the first paragraph，可以把答题线索定位到第一段。


  解析：第一段第二句指出：“一月份的失业率跃升至16年来的新高，达到7.6%。美国就业人数创下了自1974年12月以来的最大单月跌幅，59.8万个就业岗位遭到了削减。”“新高”和“最大单月跌幅”的说法表明，美国的经济进一步恶化了，故答案为A。由本段最后一句可知，政府还未采取措施，选项B不符合文意。工作岗位被削减是由经济危机造成的，并不是美国政府的行为，故排除C。文中提到“劳工统计局的报告与预计的一样令人沮丧。”可见对于这次经济危机的严重性人们早已经心中有数，并非毫无征兆，故谈不上没有预料到，D也可排除。


  57. D


  定位：根据题干的信息词the unemployment figures and other statistics，可以把答题线索定位到第二段第一句。


  解析：第二段针对数据问题展开讨论，第三句提到：“问题在于，这些数据并不能客观地衡量现实情况，它们只是最佳的近似值。”可见，这些数据无法完全反映现实情况，故答案选D，同时可排除B。本段提到，这些数据能影响政府对政策的制定，但由于这些数据无法客观地反映现实，不够准确，使得寻求解决之道难上加难，可知这些数据无法为政策的制定奠定坚实的基础，故排除A。倒数第二句提到“就方向而言，它们能够体现出趋势”，这里指就业形势不断恶化的趋势，并非指将来的经济趋势，也可排除C。


  58. B


  定位：根据题干的信息词problem和the payroll survey，可以把答题线索定位到第三段第三至第六句。


  解析：第三段第三句引出payroll survey（薪资名单调查）的概念，接着第四句指出两种收集数据的调查方式都存在问题，然后第五、六句具体指出“薪资名单调查”这种方式的问题所在，指出“薪资名单调查也无法获取个体经营的那部分人数”，可知答案为B。文中提到了40万家企业，但问题不在于企业的数量，所以排除A。第五句指出“薪资名单调查很容易把一个人算成两个人，如果某个人同时拥有两份工作，结果会显示为两个人有工作。”由此可知，这种方法实际上使统计出的失业人数减少了，故C错误。文中没有提及是否公平对待所有公司的问题，也排除D。


  59. C


  定位：根据题干的信息词the household survey和faulty，可以把答题线索定位到第四段第一句。


  解析：本段第一句指出家庭调查这种方式的问题更突出，后面具体说明该方式的缺陷和问题。第二句指出“当人们被直截了当地问及有关性别、金钱或就业问题时，往往会说谎或隐瞒事实。”即得到的信息并不真实可靠，故答案为C。第二句并没有特别强调人们在讲电话时往往会说谎，排除A。文中并未提及被调查者是否愿意或是否已准备好回答问题，排除B。由本段最后一句可以看出，失业的定义较为狭窄，选项D与文意相悖。


  60. B


  定位：根据题干的信息词at the end of the passage，可以把答题线索定位到最后一段，尤其是文章的末尾处。


  解析：最后一段最后一句指出：“民主党人和共和党人可以，而且也会在许多问题上有一定的倾向，但更关键的问题在于，双方都基于猜测性的估计来做出重大的政策决定，而不是用批判性的眼光和开放的心态来研究大量的原始数据。”即作者认为决策者应该以批判性的眼光看待数据，故答案为B。作者并没有提到要改善数据收集方法和多倾听，可排除选项A和C。文中提到“民主党人和共和党人可以，而且也会在许多问题上有一定的倾向”，并非指这两个党派应该相互协作，选项D与文意不符，应排除。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  在2008年的某一刻，某个人（很可能是亚洲人或者非洲人）决定从农村移居到城市。这位不知名的人推动人类跨越了一道历史性的门槛，［61］因为正是在那一年，人类有史以来第一次成为主要生活在城市里的种群。


  ［62］这一趋势没有减缓的迹象。人口统计学家预计，到2050年世界人口将有四分之三居住在城市，其中大部分新增城市人口来自于亚洲和非洲发展迅速的城镇。人们移居城市是受到城市中大量的工作岗位以及能够获得医疗和教育资源的吸引，此外，城市还使他们能够逃离当农民的枯燥农业生活。这些因素足以使一些刚刚移居到城市的人愿意住在环境肮脏、疾病肆虐、极度贫困的城市区域，这是很多城市新移民在最初阶段都肯定经常忍受的情况。


  正是城市激发了彼得·史密斯新作的灵感。他的主要观点是“忙碌的城市生活以及这种生活提供给人们的合作、协作的机会，既是吸引人们来到城市的因素，反过来也使城市变成了艺术、商业、科学与进步的引擎。”这一观点谈不上具有颠覆性，但它呈现出来的形式却是那样的迷人。［63］史密斯先生的新作是一本轻松愉快的指导手册，书中有一系列短小的章节，这些章节致力于描写城市风格的独特方面——比如公园，或者近几年来为建设完美城市而推出的各种各样的方案。这种创作的结果就是，这本书成为了一本高质量的、异常严谨的咖啡桌书籍，其设计旨在适合随便翻阅，而不适合从头至尾仔细品读。


  例如，在讲述摩天大楼的一章中，史密斯先生谈到了建筑方法，谈到了革命性的自动电梯的发明，谈到了居住在高层的现实意义以及由于城市正变得越来越拥挤，居住在公寓楼里将成为一种生活常态的可能性。但是，书中有时也会出现一些奇谈怪论作为短暂的消遣，例如对摩天大楼指数的讨论（［64］摩天大楼指数认为摩天大楼越盖越多是经济将要衰退的可靠标志）。


  ［65］对于这本书的一个突出的批评就是它只有广度而没有深度——史密斯先生的许多文章中提出的问题与他所解答的问题一样多。虽然史密斯的这种做法确实让人感到沮丧，但是面对“城市”这样一个庞大的话题，这可能是唯一的处理方式。城市是文明以及人类几乎所有行为的基石——因此，一本城市指导手册实际上是关于一个庞大的、日益增长的人类群体选择如何生活的指导手册。史密斯先生的著作对这一宽泛的话题起到了很出色的引导作用，它将倡导人们对于“城市”这个庞大的话题展开大量的、深入的研究。


  
    【评论文：本文通过城市化现象引出了彼得·史密斯的新作，并对这本新作进行了评论】


    第一段：以一种形象逼真的方式讲述了标志着人口城市化转折点的2008年。


    第二段：对城市化的未来进行预测，并分析了人们移居城市的原因。


    第三段：引出彼得·史密斯的新作，并介绍了该书的主题和风格。


    第四段：以关于摩天大楼的章节为例进一步介绍了彼得·史密斯的新作的特点。


    第五段：对彼得·史密斯的新作进行总结性点评，指出这本书的缺点和意义所在。

  


  【答案解析】


  61. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词2008和historic可定位到文章第一段。


  解析：historic一词出现在文章第一段第二句的前部，答案就在本句for的后面。后文提到，“因为正是在那一年，人类有史以来第一次成为主要生活在城市里的种群”，换句话说“世界上城市居民的人数在2008年首次超过农村居民”，对应选项A。选项B中的“一名具有影响力的人物”与文章第一段第二句中提到的“不知名的人（nameless person）”正好相反，但即使B选项更正了这一细节也仍然不可选，因为2008年成为有历史意义的一年不是因为某人从农村移居城市这一表面现象，而是由此引发的深层次的历史发展的质变。文章第一段首句虽然提到了亚洲和非洲，但是并没有说亚洲和非洲在2008年才开始城市化，故C不可选。D选项的内容文章中并没有提到，故也可排除。


  62. B


  定位：题干中的信息词urbanisation虽然在文章中没有直接出现，但是文章第一段末出现了urban一词，以此推断，这道题的答案应该在文章第二段的开头。


  解析：文章第二段的开头提到：“这一趋势没有减缓的迹象。”文章中所说的“这一趋势”指的就是“城市化”，“没有减缓的迹象”即对应选项B。选项A说城市化的影响不易预测，这与文章内容相悖，因为文章给出了明确的预测——人口统计学家预计到2050年世界人口将有四分之三居住在城市，其中大部分新增城市人口来自于亚洲和非洲发展迅速的城镇。所以A不可选。C选项的内容文章并没有提到，所以也可排除。D选项中的squalor（肮脏）一词在文章中虽然出现了，但是文章中说的是城市中本身存在的肮脏，而不是城市化加重了城市的肮脏程度，这个干扰项很有迷惑性。


  63. D


  定位：根据题干中的人名Peter Smith和题文同序的原则可以将答案定位到文章第三段。


  解析：文章第三段主要介绍了彼得·史密斯的新作的主题和风格。文章中说这本书是一本轻松愉快的指导手册，D选项的lively意为“活泼的”，与文意相符，故D为正确答案。B选项说书中有幽默的故事，文章中没有提到这一点，故不可选。C选项中提到了“艺术和商业”，虽然文章中也出现了“艺术和商业”，但是这与本书无关，C不正确。A选项有很强的干扰性，因为文章中提到了这本书属于咖啡桌书籍，但是它并非一本“普通的”咖啡桌书籍，文中用“高质量的、异常严谨的”来形容这本书，所以A不可选。


  64. D


  定位：根据题干信息词skyscrapers可以将答案定位到文章第四段。


  解析：文章第四段结尾处括号中的内容解释了摩天大楼指数这一概念，摩天大楼指数认为摩天大楼越盖越多是经济将要衰退的可靠标志，这对应选项D。文章中虽然提到了自动电梯，但是并没有说“自动电梯是摩天大楼所不可缺少的”，所以A选项不对。文章中谈到人们尝试居住在高层，但是并没有说“人们很享受居住在可以观景的摩天大楼中”，所以B选项不可选。C选项内容与文意正好相反，直接排除。


  65. C


  定位：根据题干信息词criticism可以定位到文章末段首句。


  解析：文章末段首句说“对于这本书的一个突出的批评就是它只有广度而没有深度”，正好对应C选项。A选项的说法过于片面，不可选。B选项中的“从头读到尾”虽然在文章中被提到过，但这是这本书的特色和定位，并不是它的缺点，故B不正确。D选项所说的内容在文章中并没有提到，可能遭到批评也就无从谈起。事实上本文作者对彼得·史密斯的新作总体上持肯定态度，最后一句指出，史密斯先生的著作起到了很出色的引导作用。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  China's health watchdog1 has decided to set up a national network to monitor the impact of air pollution on human's health2 within the coming three to five years. The goal was revealed in a work document on air pollution released by National Health and Family Planning Commission. According to the document, the network will gather data on PM2.5 in the air3 in different regions and the density changes of main air pollutants. That will provide data support for the analysis and evaluation of the impact of air pollution on health. The document noted that lack of long-term and systematic monitoring prevented the country from uncovering the link between air pollution and human's health4.


  【译点精析】


  1. 卫生监督部门：翻译为health watchdog或health supervision department。


  2. 监测空气污染对人类健康的影响：翻译为monitor the impact of air pollution on human's health，其中monitor表示“监测，监控”；“对……的影响”应译为the impact on...或者the influence on...


  3. 空气中的PM2.5：翻译为PM2.5 in the air。PM2.5即细颗粒物，指空气中空气动力学当量直径小于或等于2.5微米的颗粒物，能较长时间悬浮于空气中，其在空气中的含量（浓度）越高，就代表空气污染越严重。


  4. 缺乏长期而系统的监测使国家无法揭示空气污染和人类健康之间的联系：翻译为lack of long-term and systematic monitoring prevented the country from uncovering the link between air pollution and human's health。“监测”是monitoring；“使……无法做……”可译作prevent...from...；“联系”用link或connection来表示。


大学英语六级考试2013年12月真题（第一套）


  


Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay on happiness by referring to the saying “Happiness is not the absence of problems, but the ability to deal with them.” You can cite examples to illustrate your point and then explain how you can develop your ability to deal with problems and be happy. You should write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words.


  [image: 0001]


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) The rock band needs more hours of practice.

  B) The rock band is going to play here for a month.

  C) Their hard work has resulted in a big success.

  D) He appreciates the woman's help with the band.


  2. A) Go on a diving tour in Europe.

  B) Add 300 dollars to his budget.

  C) Travel overseas on his own.

  D) Join a package tour to Mexico.


  3. A) In case some problem should occur.

  B) Something unexpected has happened.

  C) To avoid more work later on.

  D) To make better preparations.


  4. A) The woman asked for a free pass to try out the facilities.

  B) The man is going to renew his membership in a fitness center.

  C) The woman can give the man a discount if he joins the club now.

  D) The man can try out the facilities before he becomes a member.


  5. A) He is not afraid of challenge.

  B) He is not fit to study science.

  C) He is worried about the test.

  D) He is going to drop the physics course.


  6. A) Pay for part of the picnic food.

  B) Invite Gary's family to dinner.

  C) Buy something special for Gary.

  D) Take some food to the picnic.


  7. A) Bus drivers' working conditions.

  B) A labor dispute at a bus company.

  C) Public transportation.

  D) A corporate takeover.


  8. A) The bank statement.

  B) Their sales overseas.

  C) The payment for an order.

  D) The check just deposited.


  Questions 9 to 11 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) A hotel receptionist.

  B) A private secretary.

  C) A shop assistant.

  D) A sales manager.


  10. A) Voice.

  B) Intelligence.

  C) Appearance.

  D) Manners.


  11. A) Arrange one more interview.

  B) Offer the job to David Wallace.

  C) Report the matter to their boss.

  D) Hire Barbara Jones on a trial basis.


  Questions 12 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  12. A) He invented the refrigerator.

  B) He patented his first invention.

  C) He got a degree in Mathematics.

  D) He was admitted to university.


  13. A) He distinguished himself in low temperature physics.

  B) He fell in love with Natasha Willoughby.

  C) He became a professor of Mathematics.

  D) He started to work on refrigeration.


  14. A) Finding the true nature of subatomic particles.

  B) Their work on very high frequency radio waves.

  C) Laying the foundations of modern mathematics.

  D) Their discovery of the laws of cause and effect.


  15. A) To teach at a university.

  B) To patent his inventions.

  C) To spend his remaining years.

  D) To have a three-week holiday.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 18 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) They have fallen prey to wolves.

  B) They have become a tourist attraction.

  C) They have caused lots of damage to crops.

  D) They have become a headache to the community.


  17. A) To celebrate their victory.

  B) To cheer up the hunters.

  C) To scare the wolves.

  D) To alert the deer.


  18. A) They would help to spread a fatal disease.

  B) They would pose a threat to the children.

  C) They would endanger domestic animals.

  D) They would eventually kill off the deer.


  Passage Two


  Questions 19 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  19. A) She is an interpreter.

  B) She is a tourist guide.

  C) She is a domestic servant.

  D) She is from the royal family.


  20. A) It was used by the family to hold dinner parties.

  B) It is situated at the foot of a beautiful mountain.

  C) It was frequently visited by heads of state.

  D) It is furnished like one in a royal palace.


  21. A) It is elaborately decorated.

  B) It has survived some 2,000 years.

  C) It is very big, with only six slim legs.

  D) It is shaped like an ancient Spanish boat.


  22. A) They are uncomfortable to sit in for long.

  B) They do not match the oval table at all.

  C) They have lost some of their legs.

  D) They are interesting to look at.


  Passage Three


  Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  23. A) It is an uncommon infectious disease.

  B) It destroys the patient's ability to think.

  C) It is a disease very difficult to diagnose.

  D) It is the biggest crippler of young adults.


  24. A) Search for the best cure.

  B) Hurry up and live life.

  C) Write a book about her life.

  D) Exercise more and work harder.


  25. A) Aggressive.

  B) Adventurous.

  C) Sophisticated.

  D) Self-centered.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  It's difficult to estimate the number of youngsters involved in home schooling, where children are not sent to school and receive their formal education from one or both parents. (26) _________ and court decisions have made it legally possible in most states for parents to educate their children at home, and each year more people take advantage of that opportunity. Some states require parents or a home tutor to meet teacher certification standards, and many require parents to complete legal forms to verify that their children are receiving (27)_________ in state-approved curricula.


  Supporters of home education claim that it's less expensive and far more (28)_________ than mass public education. Moreover, they cite several advantages: alleviation of school overcrowding, strengthened family relationships, lower (29)_________ rates, the fact that students are allowed to learn at their own rate, increased (30)_________, higher standardized test scores, and reduced (31)_________ problems.


  Critics of the home schooling movement (32)_________ that it creates as many problems as it solves. They acknowledge that, in a few cases, home schooling offers educational opportunities superior to those found in most public schools, but few parents can provide such educational advantages. Some parents who withdraw their children from the schools (33)_________ home schooling have an inadequate educational background and insufficient formal training to provide a satisfactory education for their children. Typically, parents have fewer technological resources (34)_________ than do schools. However, the relatively inexpensive computer technology that is readily available today is causing some to challenge the notion that home schooling is in any way (35)_________ more highly structured classroom education.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  Quite often, educators tell families of children who are learning English as a second language to speak only English, and not their native language, at home. Although these educators may have good 　36　, their advice to families is misguided, and it 　37　 from misunderstandings about the process of language acquisition. Educators may fear that children hearing two languages will become 　38　 confused and thus their language development will be 　39　; this concern is not documented in the literature. Children are capable of learning more than one language, whether 　40　 or sequentially （依次地）. In fact, most children outside of the United States are expected to become bilingual or even, in many cases, multilingual. Globally, knowing more than one language is viewed as an 　41　 and even a necessity in many areas.


  It is also of concern that the misguided advice that students should speak only English is given primarily to poor families with limited educational opportunities, not to wealthier families who have many educational advantages. Since children from poor families often are 　42　 as at-risk for academic failure, teachers believe that advising families to speak English only is appropriate. Teachers consider learning two languages to be too 　43　 for children from poor families, believing that the children are already burdened by their home situations.


  If families do not know English or have limited English skills themselves, how can they communicate in English? Advising non-English-speaking families to speak only English is 　44　 to telling them not to communicate with or interact with their children. Moreover, the 　45　 message is that the family's native language is not important or valued.


  
    A) asset

    B) delayed

    C) deviates

    D) equivalent

    E) indentified

    F) intentions

    G) object

    H) overwhelming

    I) permanently

    J) prevalent

    K) simultaneously

    L) stems

    M) successively

    N) underlying

    O) visualizing

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  The Uses of Difficulty


  The brain likes a challenge—and putting a few obstacles in its way may well boost its creativity.


  A) Jack White, the former frontman of the White Stripes and an influential figure among fellow musicians, likes to make things difficult for himself. He uses cheap guitars that won't stay in shape or in tune. When performing, he positions his instruments in a way that is deliberately inconvenient, so that switching from guitar to organ mid-song involves a mad dash across the stage. Why? Because he's on the run from what he describes as a disease that preys on every artist: “ease of use”. When making music gets too easy, says White, it becomes harder to make it sing.


  B) It's an odd thought. Why would anyone made their work more difficult than it already is? Yet we know that difficulty can pay unexpected dividends. In 1966, soon after the Beatles had finished work on “Rubber Soul”, Paul McCartney looked into the possibility of going to America to record their next album. The equipment in American studios was more advanced than anything in Britain, which had led the Beatles' great rivals, the Rolling Stones, to make their latest album, “Aftermath”, in Los Angeles. McCartney found that EMI 's（百代唱片） contractual clauses made it prohibitively expensive to follow suit, and the Beatles had to make do with the primitive technology of Abbey Road.


  C) Lucky for us. Over the next two years they made their most groundbreaking work, turning the recording studio into a magical instrument of its own. Precisely because they were working with old-fashioned machines, George Martin and his team of engineers were forced to apply every ounce of their creativity to solve the problems posed to them by Lennon and McCartney. Songs like “Tomorrow Never Knows”, “Strawberry Fields Forever”, and “A Day in the Life” featured revolutionary sound effects that dazzled and mystified Martin's American counterparts.


  D) Sometimes it's only when a difficulty is removed that we realise what it was doing for us. For more than two decades, starting in the 1960s, the poet Ted Hughes sat on the judging panel of an annual poetry competition for British schoolchildren. During the 1980s he noticed an increasing number of long poems among the submissions, with some running to 70 or 80 pages. These poems were verbally inventive and fluent, but also“strangely boring”. After making inquiries Hughes discovered that they were being composed on computers, then just finding their way into British homes.


  E) You might have thought any tool which enables a writer to get words on to the page would be an advantage. But there may be a cost to such facility. In an interview with the Paris Review Hughes speculated that when a person puts pen to paper, “you meet the terrible resistance of what happened your first year at it, when you couldn't write at all”. As the brain attempts to force the unsteady hand to do its bidding, the tension between the two results in a more compressed, psychologically denser expression. Remove that resistance and you are more likely to produce a 70-page ramble （不着边际的长篇大论）.


  F) Our brains respond better to difficulty than we imagine. In schools, teachers and pupils alike often assume that if a concept has been easy to learn, then the lesson has been successful. But numerous studies have now found that when classroom material is made harder to absorb, pupils retain more of it over the long term, and understand it on a deeper level.


  G) As a poet, Ted Hughes had an acute sensitivity to the way in which constraints on self-expression, like the disciplines of metre and rhyme （韵律）, spur creative thought. What applies to poets and musicians also applies to our daily lives. We tend to equate （等同） happiness with freedom, but, as the psychotherapist and writer Adam Phillips has observed, without obstacles to our desires it's harder to know what we want, or where we're heading. He tells the story of a patient, a first-time mother who complained that her young son was always clinging to her, wrapping himself around her legs wherever she went. She never had a moment to herself, she said, because her son was “always in the way”. When Phillips asked her where she would go if he wasn't in the way, she replied cheerfully, “Oh, I wouldn't know where I was!”


  H) Take another common obstacle: lack of money. People often assume that more money will make them happier. But economists who study the relationship between money and happiness have consistently found that, above a certain income, the two do not reliably correlate. Despite the ease with which the rich can acquire almost anything they desire, they are just as likely to be unhappy as the middle classes. In this regard at least, F. Scott Fitzgerald was wrong.


  I) Indeed, ease of acquisition is the problem. The novelist Edward St Aubyn has a narrator remark of the very rich that, “not having to consider affordability, their desires rambled on like unstoppable bores, relentless （持续不断的） and whimsical （反覆无常的） at the same time.” When Boston College, a private research university, wanted a better feel for its potential donors, it asked the psychologist Robert Kenny to investigate the mindset of the super-rich. He surveyed 165 households, most of which had a net worth of $25m or more. He found that many of his subjects were confused by the infinite options their money presented them with. They found it hard to know what to want, creating a kind of existential bafflement. One of them put it like this: “You know, Bob, you can just buy so much stuff, and when you get to the point where you can just buy so much stuff, now what are you going to do?”


  J) The internet makes information billionaires out of all of us, and the architects of our online experiences are catching on to the need to make things creatively difficult. Twitter's huge success is rooted in the simple but profound insight that in a medium with infinite space for self-expression, the most interesting thing we can do is restrict ourselves to 140 characters. The music service This Is My Jam helps people navigate the tens of millions of tracks now available instantly via Spotify and iTunes. Users pick their favourite song of the week to share with others. They only get to choose one. The service was only launched this year, but by the end of September 650,000 jams had been chosen. Its co-founder Matt Ogle explains its raison d'être （存在的理由） like this: “In an age of endless choice, we were missing a way to say: ‘This. This is the one you should listen to’.”


  K) Today's world offers more opportunity than ever to follow the advice of the Walker Brothers and make it easy on ourselves. Compared with a hundred years ago, our lives are less tightly bound by social norms and physical constraints. Technology has cut out much of life's donkeywork, and we have more freedoms than ever: we can wear what we like and communicate with hundreds of friends at once at the click of a mouse. Obstacles are everywhere disappearing. Few of us wish to turn the clock back, but perhaps we need to remind ourselves how useful the right obstacles can be. Sometimes, the best route to fulfillment is the path of more resistance.


  46. The rigorous requirements placed on the writing of poetry stimulate the poet's creativity.


  47. With creativity, even old-fashioned instruments may produce spectacular sound effects.


  48. More money does not necessarily bring greater happiness.


  49. It is a false assumption that lessons should be made easier to learn.


  50. Obstacles deliberately placed in the creation of music contribute to its success.


  51. Those who enjoy total freedom may not find themselves happy.


  52. Ted Hughes discovered many long poems submitted for poetry competition were composed on computers.


  53. Maybe we need to bear in mind that the right obstacles help lead us to greater achievements.


  54. An investigation found that many of the super-rich were baffled by the infinite choices their money made available.


  55. One free social networking website turned out to be successful because it limited each posting to one hundred and forty characters.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  There was a time not long ago when new science Ph.D.s in the United States were expected to pursue a career path in academia （学术界）. But today, most graduates end up working outside academia, not only in industry but also in careers such as science policy, communications, and patent law. Partly this is a result of how bleak the academic job market is, but there's also a rising awareness of career options that Ph.D. scientists haven't trained for directly—but for which they have useful knowledge, skills, and experience. Still, there's a huge disconnect between the way we currently train scientists and the actual employment opportunities available for them, and an urgent need for dramatic improvements in training programs to help close the gap. One critical step that could help to drive change would be to require Ph.D. students and postdoctoral scientists to follow an individual development plan (IDP).


  In 2002, the U.S. Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology recommended that every postdoctoral researcher put together an IDP in consultation with an adviser. Since then, several academic institutions have begun to require IDPs for postdocs. And in June, the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) Biomedical Research Workforce Working Group recommended that the NIH require IDPs for the approximately 32,000 postdoctoral researchers they support. Other funding agencies, public and private, are moving in a similar direction.


  IDPs have long been used by government agencies and the private sector to achieve specific goals for the employee and the organization. The aim is to ensure that employees have an explicit tool to help them understand their own abilities and aspirations, determine career possibilities, and set (usually short-term) goals. In science, graduate students and new Ph.D. scientists can use an IDP to identify and navigate an effective career path.


  A free Web application for this purpose, called myIDP, has become available this week. It's designed to guide early-career scientists through a confidential, rigorous process of introspection （内省） to create a customized career plan. Guided by expert knowledge from a panel of science-focused career advisers, each trainee's self-assessment is used to rank a set of career trajectories （轨迹）. After the user has identified a long-term career goal, myIDP walks her or him through the process of setting short-term goals directed toward accumulating new skills and experiences important for that career choice.


  Although surveys reveal the IDP process to be useful, trainees report a need for additional resources to help them identify a long-term career path and complete an IDP. Thus, myIDP will be most effective when it's embedded in larger career-development efforts. For example, universities could incorporate IDPs into their graduate curricula to help students discuss, plan, prepare for, and achieve their long-term career goals.


  56. What do we learn about new science Ph.D.s in the United States today?


  A) They lack the skills and expertise needed for their jobs.

  B) They can choose from a wider range of well-paying jobs.

  C) They often have to seek jobs outside the academic circle.

  D) They are regarded as the nation's driving force of change.


  57. What does the author say about America's Ph.D. training?


  A) It should be improved to better suit the job market.

  B) It is closely linked to future career requirements.

  C) It should be re-oriented to careers outside academia.

  D) It includes a great variety of practical courses.


  58. What was recommended for Ph.D.s and postdoctoral researchers?


  A) They meet the urgent needs of the corporate world.

  B) A long-term career goal be set as early as possible.

  C) An IDP be made in consultation with an adviser.

  D) They acquire an explicit tool to help obtain jobs.


  59. Government agencies and the private sector often use IDPs to ______.


  A) bring into full play the skills and expertise of their postdoctoral researchers

  B) help employees make the best use of their abilities to achieve their career goals

  C) place employees in the most appropriate positions

  D) hire the most suitable candidates to work for them


  60. What do we know about myIDP?


  A) It is an effective tool of self-assessment and introspection for better career plans.

  B) It enables people to look into various possibilities and choose the career they love.

  C) It promises a long-term career path.

  D) It is part of the graduate curricula.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  Just over a decade into the 21st century, women's progress can be celebrated across a range of fields. They hold the highest political offices from Thailand to Brazil, Costa Rica to Australia. A woman holds the top spot at the International Monetary Fund; another won the Nobel Prize in economics. Self-made billionaires in Beijing, tech innovators in Silicon Valley, pioneering justices in Ghana—in these and countless other areas, women are leaving their mark.


  But hold the applause. In Saudi Arabia, women aren't allowed to drive. In Pakistan, 1,000 women die in honor killings every year. In the developed world, women lag behind men in pay and political power. The poverty rate among women in the U.S. rose to 14.5% last year.


  To measure the state of women's progress, Newsweek ranked 165 countries, looking at five areas that affect women's lives: treatment under the law, workforce participation, political power, and access to education and health care. Analyzing data from the United Nations and the World Economic Forum, among others, and consulting with experts and academics, we measured 28 factors to come up with our rankings.


  Countries with the highest scores tend to be clustered in the West, where gender discrimination is against the law, and equal rights are constitutionally enshrined （神圣化）. But there were some surprises. Some otherwise high-ranking countries had relatively low scores for political representation. Canada ranked third overall but 26th in power, behind countries such as Cuba and Burundi. Does this suggest that a woman in a nation's top office translates to better lives for women in general? Not exactly. “Trying to quantify or measure the impact of women in politics is hard because in very few countries have there been enough women in politics to make a difference,” says Anne-Marie Goetz, peace and security adviser for U.N. Women.


  Of course, no index can account for everything. Declaring that one country is better than another in the way that it treats more than half its citizens means relying on broad strokes and generalities. Some things simply can't be measured. And cross-cultural comparisons can't account for differences of opinion.


  Certain conclusions are nonetheless clear. For one thing, our index backs up a simple but profound statement made by Hillary Clinton at the recent Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit. “When we liberate the economic potential of women, we elevate the economic performance of communities, nations and the world,” she said. “There's a stimulative effect that kicks in when women have greater access to jobs and the economic lives of our countries: Greater political stability. Fewer military conflicts. More food. More educational opportunity for children. By harnessing the economic potential of all women, we boost opportunity for all people.”


  61. What does the author think about women's progress so far?


  A) It still leaves much to be desired.

  B) It is too remarkable to be measured.

  C) It has greatly changed women's fate.

  D) It is achieved through hard struggle.


  62. In what countries have women made the greatest progress?


  A) Where women hold key posts in government.

  B) Where women's rights are protected by law.

  C) Where women's participation in management is high.

  D) Where women enjoy better education and health care.


  63. What do Newsweek rankings reveal about women in Canada?


  A) They care little about political participation.

  B) They are generally treated as equals by men.

  C) They have a surprisingly low social status.

  D) They are underrepresented in politics.


  64. What does Anne-Marie Goetz think of a woman being in a nation's top office?


  A) It does not necessarily raise women's political awareness.

  B) It does not guarantee a better life for the nation's women.

  C) It enhances women's status.

  D) It boosts women's confidence.


  65. What does Hillary Clinton suggest we do to make the world a better place?


  A) Give women more political power.

  B) Stimulate women's creativity.

  C) Allow women access to education.

  D) Tap women's economic potential.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  中国人自古以来就在中秋时节庆祝丰收。这与北美地区庆祝感恩节的习俗十分相似。过中秋节的习俗于唐代早期在中国各地开始流行。中秋节在农历八月十五，是人们拜月的节日。这天夜晚皓月当空，人们合家团聚，共赏明月。2006年，中秋节被列为中国的文化遗产，2008年又被定为公共假日。月饼被视为中秋节不可或缺的美食。人们将月饼作为礼物馈赠亲友或在家庭聚会上享用。传统的月饼上带有“寿（longevity）”、“福”或“和”等字样。
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Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  How to Gain Happiness


  When it comes to the question “how do you define happiness?”, people vary in their opinions and everyone has his own interpretation of happiness. Among them is a thought-provoking saying that happiness is not the absence of problems, but the ability to deal with them, which reveals the truth about happiness.


  There is no denying that on occasions in our life problems occur and we find ourselves in trouble, but it doesn't mean we are deprived of happiness. The point is that we should screw up our courage to face the problems. Numerous examples were seen around us: the disabled overcoming various obstacles, poverty-stricken people striving for their dreams—they become fulfilled by courageously coping with difficulties. Steve Jobs is an inspiring case in point. Having been deserted by his biological parents, the man who had dropped out of college still managed to influence the world greatly.


  Therefore, it is crucial that we develop the ability to deal with problems. We should take heart and build up confidence. Meanwhile, we need to find practical and effective ways to tackle those problems.


  To conclude, it is advisable to have a positive attitude toward problems and happiness is within our reach after settling them.


  【译文】


  如何获得幸福


  论及“你如何定义幸福？”这个问题时，人们的观点各异，每个人对幸福都有自己的理解。其中有一种引人深思的说法是：幸福并不在于一帆风顺，而在于拥有处理问题的能力。这揭示了幸福的真谛。


  不可否认，我们有时在生活中会遇到一些问题，并且发现自己身处困境之中，但这并不意味着我们的幸福被剥夺了。关键在于我们应鼓起勇气面对这些问题。我们身边有许多例子：残疾人克服各种障碍，贫苦的人为自己的梦想而努力——他们通过勇敢地应对困难，使自己获得成就感。史蒂夫·乔布斯恰恰是一个励志的例子。这位被自己的亲生父母遗弃、大学中途辍学的男子仍然对世界产生了重大影响。


  所以，培养处理问题的能力对我们来说至关重要。我们应该鼓起勇气并且树立信心。同时，我们需要找到解决这些问题的既切实可行又行之有效的方法。


  总之，面对问题时保持积极的态度是明智之举，而在解决问题之后幸福也就触手可及了。


  【要点用法】


  when it comes to 当说到……的时候，当涉及……的时候

  vary 有差异，不同

  interpretation 理解

  thought-provoking 令人深思的，发人深省的

  there is no denying that 不可否认……

  on occasions 有时，时常

  be deprived of 被剥夺……，失去……

  screw up one's courage 鼓起某人的勇气

  poverty-stricken 贫困的，贫苦的

  strive for 努力，奋斗，争取

  cope with 处理，对付

  in point 恰当的，中肯的

  drop out of 退（学），辍（学）

  take heart 鼓起勇气

  build up 树立；增强

  within one's reach 够得着，触手可及


  【句法点评】


  1. When it comes to the question “how do you define happiness?”, people vary in their opinions and everyone has his own interpretation of happiness.


  开篇点题，指出人们对“幸福”的理解观点各异，体现论述的客观性。


  2. Among them is a thought-provoking saying that happiness is not the absence of problems, but the ability to deal with them, which reveals the truth about happiness.


  巧妙地引述名言，呼应题干。同位语从句与定语从句的连用使句子结构严谨，更突显主旨。


  3. Numerous examples were seen around us: the disabled overcoming various obstacles, poverty-stricken people striving for their dreams—they become fulfilled by courageously coping with difficulties.


  结合生活中的一般性事例进行论证，符合题干的要求。


  4. Steve Jobs is an inspiring case in point.


  结合具体的事例进一步论证，增强说服力。


  5. Therefore, it is crucial that we develop the ability to deal with problems.


  段首中心句承接上文，提出该如何做，符合题干要求。本段后两句分别从做事态度和实际方法两个方面来阐释。


  6. To conclude, it is advisable to have a positive attitude toward problems and happiness is within our reach after settling them.


  总结段再次点明本文中心，使全文论证完整有力。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. C


  
    W: What a wonderful performance! Your rock band has never sounded better.


    M: Many thanks. I guess all those hours of practice in the past month are finally paying off.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以the rock band开头，一项提到了the band，对话很可能与某个摇滚乐队有关。


  2. 两项提到了与时间有关的词汇（more hours, a month），对话中很可能提到了某段时间。


  结论：对话与摇滚乐队有关，并且涉及某段时间，可能是摇滚乐队利用这段时间做了一些事情。


  【解析】对话开头女士称赞了男士所在乐队的演出，男士表示了感谢，然后说此次演出的成功要归功于他们乐队的成员在过去的一个月里长时间的练习，也就是说，是他们的努力促成了演出的成功，故选C。pay off 意为“取得成功，获得好结果”。


  2. D


  
    M: I can't decide what to do for my summer vacation. I either want to go on a bike tour of Europe or go diving in Mexico.


    W: Well, we're offering an all-inclusive two-week trip to Mexico for only 300 dollars.


    Q: What does the woman suggest the man do for his vacation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项提到了tour，一项提到了travel，对话很可能是谈论和旅行有关的内容。


  2. 三项提到了地点（Europe, overseas, Mexico），应留意与地点有关的信息。


  结论：对话谈及旅行，还提到了旅行的目的地。


  【解析】男士说他无法决定暑假要做些什么，他既想去欧洲骑车旅行，又想去墨西哥潜水。接着女士向他推荐了一个为期两周的墨西哥全包行程，可知女士应是旅行社的工作人员，她建议男士选择这个旅行项目。all-inclusive trip意为“包含全部服务的旅行”，与选项D中的package tour意思一致。故答案为D。


  3. A


  
    W: How long do you think this project might take?


    M: I'd say about three months, but it could take longer if something unexpected happened. Maybe we'd better allow an extra month, so we won't have to worry about being late.


    Q: Why does the man say extra time should be allowed for the project?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以to开头，本题很可能考查做某事的目的或原因。


  2. 一项提到了problem，一项提到了something unexpected，说明对话中可能提到了某种问题或预料之外的事。


  结论：题目可能问为什么做某事，具体可能涉及出现某种意外的情况。


  【解析】女士问男士某个项目需要花费多长时间，男士觉得项目运作过程中可能会出现某些意想不到的问题，所以建议给这个项目的完成时间多加一个月。故选A。


  4. D


  
    M: I'm thinking about becoming a member here, and I'd like some information.


    W: Sure. A three-month membership costs 150 dollars, and that includes use of the wait-room, sauna and pool. I'll give you a free pass so that you can try out the facilities before you decide.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均提到了与健身的设施或场地有关的内容（facilities, fitness center, club）。


  2. 三项提到了与成为会员有关的词汇（renew his membership, joins the club, becomes a member）。


  结论：对话可能与成为某家健身俱乐部的会员有关。


  【解析】男士向女士咨询成为某家健身俱乐部会员的相关事宜。女士说，成为会员后可以享用许多服务设施，比如等候室、桑拿房和游泳池等等，她告诉男士，他可以在做决定之前先试用一下这些设施。选项D的内容与女士所说的内容相符，为正确答案。free pass意为“免费入场券”。


  5. B


  
    W: I'm sorry to hear that you failed the Physics course, Ted.


    M: Let's face it. I'm just not cut out to be a scientist.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项都以he is开头，证明问题与男士有关。


  2. 两项提到了某种课程（science, physics course）。


  结论：对话可能与男士学习某种课程的情况有关。


  【解析】女士对男士没有通过物理考试感到遗憾，而男士则表现得比较淡然，因为他觉得自己不适合当科学家，be not cut out to do sth.意为“不适合做某事”，选项B中的is not fit to是其同义转述，故选B。


  6. A


  
    M: Gary insisted on buying the food for the picnic.


    W: That's pretty generous of him. But shouldn't we at least offer to share the expenses? He has a big family to support.


    Q: What does the woman suggest they do?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项提到了Gary，应留意与之相关的信息。


  2. 两项提到了food，两项提到了picnic，一项提到了dinner，对话可能与食物有关。


  结论：对话可能与Gary有关，并且提到了野餐的食物。


  【解析】男士说加里坚持自己付钱购买野餐的食物，女士认为加里很慷慨，但觉得他们也应该主动提出分摊食物的花销，以减轻加里的负担。由此可知，女士建议支付部分野餐食物的钱，答案为A。


  7. B


  
    W: Did you see the headlines in the paper this morning?


    M: Yeah. Apparently the bus company will be laying off its employees if they can't reach an agreement on wages by midnight.


    Q: What did the man read about?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项提到了与公司有关的词汇（bus company, corporate）。


  2. 一项中有working，一项中有labor，说明对话内容与劳动或工人有关。


  3. 两项提到了bus，一项提到了transportation。


  结论：对话可能涉及公交公司与其员工之间的关系。


  【解析】女士问男士是否看到了当日报纸的头条新闻，男士说看到了，并简单陈述了新闻的内容，新闻与公交公司的劳资纠纷有关。很明显，答案为B。lay off意为“解雇”；reach an agreement意为“达成一致”。


  8. C


  
    W: Have we received payment for the overseas order we delivered last month?


    M: Yes. The check came in yesterday afternoon. I'll be depositing it when I go the bank today.


    Q: What is the woman concerned about?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 一项中有bank，一项中有check，对话可能提到了银行支票。


  2. 一项提到了sales，一项提到了order，对话可能涉及销售订单。


  结论：对话可能与某销售订单有关，并可能提及与这份订单有关的支票事宜。


  【解析】女士问男士是否已收到一笔海外订单的支付款，男士给予了肯定回答。由此可知，女士是在关心一份订单的支付情况，故选C。deposit意为“存钱”。


  Conversation One


  W: OK, that's it. Now we have to make a decision. We might as well do that now, don't you think?


  M: Sure. Let's see. First we saw Frank Brisenski. What did you think of him?


  W: Well, he's certainly a very polite young man.


  M: And very relaxed, too.


  W: But his appearance...


  M: En... ［10］He wasn't well-dressed. He wasn't even wearing a tie.


  W: But he did have a nice voice. He'd sound good on the telephone.


  M: True. And I thought he seemed very intelligent. He answered all our questions very well.


  W: That's true, but dressing well is important. Well, let's think about the others. Now what about Barbara Jones? She had a nice voice, too. She'd sound good on the telephone, and she was well-dressed, too.


  M: En... She did look very neat, very nicely dressed, but...


  W: But so shy. ［9］She wouldn't be very good at talking to people at the front desk.


  M: En... OK. Now who was next? Ah... Yes, David Wallace. I thought he was very good, had a lot of potential. What do you think?


  W: En... He seemed like a very bright guy. He dressed very nicely, too. And he had a really nice appearance.


  M: He seemed relaxed to me, the type of person people feel comfortable with right away.


  W: He was polite, but also very friendly and relaxed as you say. ［9］［11］I think he'd be good with the guests at the front desk.


  M: He had a very pleasant voice, too.


  W: That's right. OK, good!［9］［11］I guess we have our receptionist then, don't you?


  M: Yes, I think so. ［11］We'll just offer the job to...


  9. What are the speakers looking for?


  10. What is Frank Brisenski's weakness?


  11. What do the speakers decide to do?


  9. A


  【听前预测】四项均为表示工作职位的名词短语，推测该题以what进行提问，可能考查与职位相关的内容。听音时应将重点放在与职业相关的语句上，然后再根据题干作出判断。


  【解析】本题问两位说话者在寻找什么。对话一开始，两位说话者就对一位名叫弗兰克·布里森斯基的男士进行了评价，具体涉及他的外貌、穿着、举止、性格等各个方面；接着又对一位名叫芭芭拉·琼斯的女士进行了评价，说话者认为她应该不太适合在前台与人交谈。听到此处，大致可以推断两位说话者是在寻找前台接待员的合适人选。接着在对第三位候选人进行评价之后，女士说她认为这位候选人很适合在前台接待来客，并说她觉得找到前台接待员的合适人选了。由此，我们可以确定正确答案为选项A。其他三项对话中均未提及，故可排除。


  10. C


  【听前预测】四项均为名词，且均表示个人特质的某一方面，推测该题以what进行提问，可能考查某人的过人之处或者不足之处。听音时应重点关注与人的外在或者内在特质有关的内容，尤其注意是否出现选项中提到的四个名词，然后再根据题干作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】本题问弗兰克·布里森斯基的不足之处是什么。在对话的开头部分，两位说话者就先对弗兰克·布里森斯基进行了评价。女士说他很有礼貌，男士说他很放松，但接着两人都对他的外表表示了不满，男士说他不太注意穿衣打扮，甚至都没有系领带。由此可知，两位说话者都认为弗兰克·布里森斯基的不足之处在于他的外表，故正确答案为选项C。其他三项都是弗兰克的优点，均可排除。


  11. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头，推测该题是对动作或行为进行提问。


  2. 三项含有与“雇用”有关的词语（interview, offer the job, hire）。


  3. 两项提到了人名（David Wallace, Barbara Jones）。


  结论：该题考查的内容与雇用某人有关，可能涉及在不同人选之间进行选择。听音时应将重点放在选项中的关键词（arrange...interview, offer the job, report the matter, hire...on a trial basis）上，同时留意出现选项中这两个人名的地方，并对所涉及的信息加以区分。


  【解析】本题问两位说话者决定做什么。对话中，两位说话者评价的第三位候选人是戴维·华莱士。男士觉得他很好，非常有潜力，而且很放松，会让人觉得相处起来很舒服；女士觉得他很阳光，穿着得体，长相不错，也很有礼貌，同时也很友好，适合在前台接待来客。评价完之后，女士说她觉得已经找到了前台接待员的人选了。男士表示同意。由此可知，两人都对戴维·华莱士非常满意，所以接下来肯定会将这份工作提供给他。故正确答案为选项B。


  Conversation Two


  W: Hello.


  M: Hello. Is that the reference library?


  W: Yes, can I help you?


  M: I hope so. I rang earlier and asked for some information about Dennis Houghton, the scientist. You asked me to ring back.


  W: Oh, yes. I have found something.


  M: Good. I've got a pencil and paper. Perhaps you could read out what it says.


  W: Certainly. Houghton Dennis—born: Darlington, 1836; died: New York, 1920.


  M: Yes, got that.


  W: Inventor and physicist; the son of a farm worker. ［12］He was admitted to the University of London at the age of 15.


  M: Yes.


  W: He graduated at 17 with the first class degree in physics and mathematics. All right?


  M: Yes, all right.


  W: He made his first notable achievement at the age of 18. It was a method of refrigeration which arose from his work in low temperature physics. ［13］He became professor of mathematics at the University of Manchester at 24, where he remained for 12 years. During that time, he married one of his students, Natasha Willoughby.


  M: Yes, go on.


  W: Later working together in London, ［14］they laid the foundations of modern physics by showing that normal laws of cause and effect do not apply at the level of subatomic particles. For this he and his wife received the Nobel Prize for physics in 1910, and did so again in 1912 for their work on very high frequency radio waves. In his lifetime, Houghton patented 244 inventions. Do you want any more?


  M: Yes, when did he go to America?


  W: Let me see. ［15］In 1920 he went to teach in New York and died there suddenly after only three weeks. Still he was a good age.


  M: Yes, I suppose so. Well, thanks.


  12. What do we learn about Dennis Houghton when he was 15?


  13. What did Dennis Houghton do at the age of 24?


  14. For what were Dennis Houghton and his wife awarded the Nobel Prize a second time?


  15. Why did Dennis Houghton go to New York?


  12. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头。


  2. 四项均为一般过去时，推测该题是对过去的事情进行考查。


  3. 两项含有与“发明”有关的词（invented, invention），两项含有与“受教育”有关的词（got a degree in Mathematics, was admitted to university）。


  结论：该题可能考查某位男士在过去某个时间的经历，可能与发明某物或者受教育有关。听音时应先弄清楚he的指代对象，并将听音重点放在四项中的关键词上，然后再根据问题作出判断。


  【解析】本题问关于15岁时的丹尼斯·霍顿，我们知道些什么。对话中女士说，丹尼斯·霍顿在15岁时就考入了伦敦大学。四个选项中只有D项与此表述一致，故为正确答案。选项A是利用对话中出现的refrigeration设置的干扰项，可排除；对话中女士提到丹尼斯·霍顿一生拥有244项专利发明，并没有说他为自己的第一项发明申请了专利，排除B项；丹尼斯·赫顿是在17岁时获得了物理学和数学一等学位，故C项也可排除。


  13. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头。


  2. 四项均为一般过去时。


  3. 三项含有与某科学领域相关的词语（low temperature physics, Mathematics, refrigeration）。


  4. 两项含有与个人成就有关的内容（distinguished himself, became a professor）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能与某位男士在过去某个时间点在某科学领域方面的成就有关，he的指代对象可能与上一题中的为同一人。听音时应先确定he的指代对象，然后将听音重点放在四个选项的关键词上，同时注意关键信息与其发生时间的对应性。


  【解析】本题问丹尼斯·霍顿在24岁时做了什么。对话中女士提到，24岁时，丹尼斯·霍顿成为曼彻斯特大学数学系的教授，他一直在那里待了12年。由此可知，选项C为正确答案。女士只说丹尼斯·霍顿与娜塔莎·威洛比结了婚，并没有明确说明他在哪一年爱上了娜塔莎，故B项属于引申错误。A项是丹尼斯·霍顿在18岁时所取得的成就，D项对话中没有明确提及，故均可排除。


  14. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项为名词短语，两项为动名词短语。


  2. 四项均含有科学词汇（subatomic particles, very high frequency radio waves, modern mathematics, the laws of cause and effect）。


  3. 两项含有表示“发现”的词（finding the true nature, discovery）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能与某人在某科学领域的发现有关。听音时，应重点留意选项中的关键词以及与科学发现、科学原理等相关的内容。


  【解析】本题问丹尼斯·霍顿和他的妻子因为什么而再次获得了诺贝尔奖。对话中女士说，霍顿夫妇一起到伦敦工作后，证明了通常的因果定律并不适用于亚原子粒子，这为现代物理学打下了基础。他们夫妇二人也因此获得了1910年的诺贝尔物理学奖。在1912年，他们又因在甚高频无线电波方面的研究再次获得这一奖项。由此可知，选项B为正确答案。


  15. A


  【听前预测】四项均为动词不定式，推测该题对目的或原因进行提问。四个选项的信息点比较分散，具体是去大学教书、申请专利、度过余生还是度假，需要在听音时对选项信息加以关注，然后根据问题作出最终的判断。


  【解析】该题问丹尼斯·霍顿为什么去纽约。在对话的最后，男士说还想知道丹尼斯·霍顿是什么时候去的美国，女士说他在1920年去纽约教书，三周后突然去世。由此可知，选项A为正确答案。B项和D项都是利用对话中的关键词（patent...inventions和three-week）设置的干扰项，与真实情况不符，要注意加以区分。选项C对话中并未提到，可排除。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  ［16］In America, white-tailed deer are more numerous than ever before, so abundant in fact that they've become a suburban nuisance and a health hazard.


  Why can't the herd be thinned the old-fashioned way? The small community of North Haven on Long Island is home to some six hundred to seven hundred deer. The department of Environmental Conservation estimates the optimum population at 60. The town has been browsed bare of vegetation except where gardens and shrubs are protected by high fences.


  Drivers routinely collide with deer and there are so many dead bodies left by the side of the road that the town has made a deal with a local pet cemetery to collect and dispose of the bodies. Some people in the town have become ill from deer-transmitted diseases. On the occasions when hunting has been tried, ［17］local animal rights people have worked to secure court orders against the hunts. And when that has failed, they stop the hunters, banging on pots and pans to alert the deer. Town meetings called to discuss the problem inevitably dissolved into confrontations.


  The activists believe simply that the deer are not the problem. Some communities have even discussed the possibility of bringing wolves back into the ecological mix. That means wolves in the suburbs of New York. It is almost too wonderful not to try it. The wolves would kill deer of course. ［18］They would also terrorize and kill dogs and cats, which is not what the suburban dwellers have in mind.


  16. What do we learn about white-tailed deer in North Haven?


  17. Why do local animal rights people bang on pots and pans?


  18. What would happen if wolves were brought back into the ecological mix?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题选项，根据选项中提到的wolves、deer和animals推测，本文很可能与某种动物有关，听音时应重点关注与之相关的内容。

  


  16. D


  【解题思路】四个选项均以they开头，后面的内容都是they的行为。


  结论：本题考查they做了些什么。听音时应留意they指代的是什么，然后听清与之有关的内容。


  【解析】短文开头处提到，美国的白尾鹿数量太多了，已经成了郊区的麻烦，故本题选D。选项中的they指代的是白尾鹿。A项是个干扰选项，下文中提到，有人提议引入狼来减少鹿的数量，但实际上人们没有这么做，故排除A项；其他两项短文中并未提及。


  17. D


  【解题思路】四个选项均为动词不定式短语，表示目的。


  结论：本题考查做某事的目的或原因。


  【解析】短文中间部分提到，当地动物权利组织的人士试图利用法律手段来阻止猎杀鹿，当这个做法没能奏效时，他们就敲击锅碗瓢盆给鹿以警示，让猎人们无法打猎，故本题选D。


  18. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四个选项均以they开头。


  2. 四个选项中都含有助动词would，构成虚拟语气，表示对将来情况的假设。


  结论：本题考查的是对they可能做出的动作或造成的后果的猜测。听音时应留意they指代的是什么。


  【解析】短文结尾处提到，如果把狼重新引入当地的生态系统，狼在杀死鹿的同时，也会把狗和猫杀死，故本题选C。they指代的是狼。根据短文，传播疾病的是鹿，而不是狼，故排除A项；B项短文中并未提及，排除；D项是个干扰选项，短文末尾提到的是狼会杀死鹿，但并没有说会把鹿杀光，故排除D项。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  ［19］［20］And now, if you'll walk this way, ladies and gentlemen, the next room we're going to see is the room in which the family used to hold their formal dinner parties and even occasionally entertain heads of state and royalty. However, they managed to keep this room friendly and intimate. And I think you'll agree. It has a very informal atmosphere, quite unlike some grand houses you visit. The curtains were never drawn, even at night, so guests got a view of the lake and fountains outside which were lit up at night—a very attractive sight. As you can see, ladies and gentlemen, the guests were seated very informally around this oval table, which would add to the relaxed atmosphere. The table dates from the 18th century and is made from Spanish oak. ［21］It's rather remarkable for the fact that although it's extremely big, it's supported by just six rather slim legs. However, it seems to have survived like that for 200 years, so it's probably going to last a bit longer. The chairs which go with the table are not a complete set. There were originally six of them. They are interesting for the fact that they are very plain and undecorated for the time, with only one plain central panel at the back and no armrests. ［22］I myself find them rather uncomfortable to sit in for very long, but people were used to more discomfort in the past. And now, ladies and gentlemen, if you'd like to follow me into the great hall...


  19. What do we learn about the speaker?


  20. What does the speaker say about the room they are visiting?


  21. What is said about the oval table in the room?


  22. What does the speaker say about the chairs?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题选项，根据选项中的it、visited、they和look at推测，本文很可能与某种或某些供人参观的事物有关，听音时应重点关注与之相关的内容。

  


  19. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四个选项均以she开头。


  2. 四个选项均与身份或职业有关。


  结论：本题很可能考查she的身份。


  【解析】短文开头就暗示出，一名导游正在带领游客参观某地，第一句话是And now, if you'll walk this way, ladies and gentlemen, the next room we're going to see...，听到这里就已经可以作出判断：整篇短文其实就是导游向游客讲解游览地。故本题选B。


  20. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四个选项均以it开头。


  2. 选项A和C是一般过去时，描述的是it过去的功用；选项B和D是一般现在时，描述的是it现在的状态。


  结论：本题很可能考查it的功用或状态。听音时应留意it指代的是什么。


  【解析】由短文开头可知，导游带领游客们参观的这个房间过去被用来举办正式的宴会，故本题选A。选项B短文中并未提及，排除；选项C是干扰项，短文第一句说的是这个房间“偶尔”会被用来接待国家首脑，而非“经常”；选项D也可排除，原文是说这个房间被布置得轻松随意，而不是豪华得像王宫一样。


  21. C


  【解题思路】四个选项均以it开头。


  结论：本文很可能考查it的情况。听音时应留意it指代的是什么。


  【解析】短文中间部分提到，房间里的椭圆形桌子很大，而支撑它的却是六条纤细的腿，故本题选C。It指代的是椭圆形桌子。选项A短文中并未提及，排除；讲话者提到，这张桌子已存在了约200年，而非2000年，故选项B错误；讲话者并未提到桌子的形状像船，故选项D错误，这个选项成为干扰项的原因在于其中的boat（船）与短文中的oak（橡树）发音十分相近，不仔细听的话容易混淆。


  22. A


  【解题思路】四个选项均以they开头。


  结论：本题很可能考查they的情况。听音时应留意they指代的是什么。


  【解析】短文末尾提到，说话人发现在这几把椅子上久坐会很不舒服，故本题选A。they指代的是文中提到的那几把椅子。短文中提到椅子与椭圆形桌子是配套的，选项B的意思与原文正好相反，排除；选项C和D短文中并未提及，故排除。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  Janet James was 22 years old when she was diagnosed with MS—a disease that attacks the body's nerves. She had just graduated from college and gotten a job at an advertising agency when she began to sense that something strange was going on inside her body. ［24］When James realized how severe her illness was, she knew she had better hurry up and live life. ［23］MS is the biggest crippler of young adults. And although she didn't have many symptoms, she knew it was just a matter of time. First on her agenda was to pursue her dream of hosting a pop music programme. She worked at a radio station for a year, always aware that her body was degenerating. Then her best friend moved away. And one night James began screaming, “I got to go! I got to go!” Two weeks later, she arrived in Alaska, thousands of miles from her friends, her family and her past. “Everything fell into place,” she recalls. A 23-year-old girl with an incurable disease can fly to Alaska and everything can work out. The MS attacks came and went. And most of the time they hardly slowed her down. James hiked, fished, learnt to sail and experimented with hot air ballooning. ［25］“I lived for adventure,” she says. “Nobody ever had a better time or did more exotic strange things than I did in an 8-year period.” Inevitably however, the day came when she was so weakened that she had to return to Pittsburgh, her hometown. There she began reliving her adventures by writing a book about them. Her book was published in 1993.


  23. What does the speaker say about MS?


  24. What did Janet James decide to do after her disease was diagnosed?


  25. What sort of person can we infer Janet James is?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题选项，由其中的关键词infectious disease、destroys、patient、diagnose、crippler等可大致推断，本文很可能与某种疾病有关；从24题的选项中的best cure、hurry up、live life、exercise more、work harder以及25题中四个有关性格的形容词选项可以推断，本文可能谈及身患这种疾病的人，而且可能会介绍其与病魔斗争的经历。听音时需特别注意与疾病、患者等相关的内容，注重提取细节信息。

  


  23. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 两项提及disease，两项中有destroys、crippler等与疾病的不良影响有关的词。


  2. 四项均提到it，均描述的是it的性质或特征。


  结论：本题考查与it相关的内容，应注意听it所指代的内容和与疾病相关的信息。


  【解析】本题问说话者提到了有关多发性硬化症的什么信息，短文提到MS is the biggest crippler of young adults，即这种病最能摧毁年轻成年人，故D项为答案。A项内容在原文中未提及，故排除；原文第一句提到多发性硬化症是一种会破坏人体神经系统的疾病，而没有说会摧毁人的思考能力，故排除B项；C项内容在文中并未明确说明，所以也可排除。


  24. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头，分别描述了四种不同的行为。


  2. 四项涉及的内容都有积极的方面，很可能是与病魔斗争的方法。


  结论：本题很可能就某种行为提问，并可能涉及与疾病作斗争。


  【解析】本题问珍妮特·詹姆斯的疾病被诊断出来之后，她决定做什么。A项内容在原文中未提及，故排除；说话者提到When James realized how severe her illness was, she knew she had better hurry up and live life，选项B与此对应，故为正确答案；C项内容在文章末尾处有所提及，不过那是她在身体状况已经恶化的情况下所做的事，并不是在刚刚得知病情之后，所以也应排除；D项内容在原文中也未提及，故排除。


  25. B


  【解题思路】四项均为形容词，且表示的都是人物的性格。


  结论：本题很可能就某人的性格或特点进行提问。


  【解析】本题问珍妮特·詹姆斯是个怎样的人，需要我们概括全文才能得出结论。A项在原文中未明确表明，故应排除；从录音内容可知，珍妮特·詹姆斯说I lived for adventure，可以推断她是一个爱冒险的人，故B项为正确答案；C项和D项在原文中也没有明确提到，所以也可排除。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  It's difficult to estimate the number of youngsters involved in home schooling, where children are not sent to school and receive their formal education from one or both parents. ［26］Legislation and court decisions have made it legally possible in most states for parents to educate their children at home, and each year more people take advantage of that opportunity. Some states require parents or a home tutor to meet teacher certification standards, and many require parents to complete legal forms to verify that their children are receiving ［27］instruction in state-approved curricula.


  Supporters of home education claim that it's less expensive and far more ［28］efficient than mass public education. Moreover, they cite several advantages: alleviation of school overcrowding, strengthened family relationships, lower ［29］dropout rates, the fact that students are allowed to learn at their own rate, increased ［30］motivation, higher standardized test scores, and reduced ［31］discipline problems.


  Critics of the home schooling movement ［32］contend that it creates as many problems as it solves. They acknowledge that, in a few cases, home schooling offers educational opportunities superior to those found in most public schools, but few parents can provide such educational advantages. Some parents who withdraw their children from the schools ［33］in favor of home schooling have an inadequate educational background and insufficient formal training to provide a satisfactory education for their children. Typically, parents have fewer technological resources ［34］at their disposal than do schools. However, the relatively inexpensive computer technology that is readily available today is causing some to challenge the notion that home schooling is in any way ［35］inferior to more highly structured classroom education.


  
    26. legislation 法律，立法

    27. instruction 教育

    28. efficient 有效的，高效的

    29. dropout 退学，辍学

    30. motivation 积极性

    31. discipline 纪律

    32. contend 声称

    33. in favor of 赞成

    34. at one's disposal 可供……支配的

    35. inferior to 不如……，比……差

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  很多时候，对于那些有正在把英语当作第二语言来学习的孩子的家庭而言，教育工作者们会告诉他们在家里只说英语，不说母语。尽管这些教育工作者可能是出于好［36］意，但是他们给这些家庭的建议却有误导性，这种情况［37］源于对语言习得过程的误解。教育工作者们可能担心，听两种语言的孩子将［38］长期处于困惑之中，他们的语言发展因此会被［39］耽误；关于他们所担忧的情况并没有文献记载。孩子有能力学习不止一门语言，不管是［40］同时进行还是依次进行。事实上，美国之外的大多数孩子都被期望成为通晓两种语言的人，或者在很多情况之下，甚至被期望成为通晓多种语言的人。就全球范围而言，在许多领域，懂不止一门语言被认为是一个［41］优点，甚至是一种必备的能力。


  这种具有误导性的建议，即学生应当只说英语，主要是针对那些教育机会有限的贫困家庭，而不是那些拥有许多教育优势的更为富裕的家庭，这一点同样令人担忧。因为来自贫困家庭的孩子经常被［42］认为存在学业失败的风险，因此老师们认为建议这些家庭只说英语是合适的。老师们认为，学习两门语言对于来自贫困家庭的孩子来说太［43］难以应付，他们相信这些孩子由于自己的家庭状况已经不堪重负了。


  如果家人自身不懂英语，或者英语能力有限，他们又如何能够用英语进行交流呢？建议不说英语的家庭只说英语就［44］等同于告诉他们不要和自己的孩子沟通或互动。而且，（这给孩子带来的）［45］潜在信息是他们家庭使用的母语不重要，或者不受重视。


  【答案解析】


  36. F) intentions


  语法判断：空格前为动词have和形容词good，此处应填入名词，作have的宾语，并能够被good所修饰。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的选项有asset、intentions、object和stems。根据空格所在句句首的Although可知该句为表达让步关系的主从复合句，含转折的意味，由空格后面的their advice to families is misguided（但是他们给这些家庭的建议却有误导性）可知，备选名词选项中intentions符合句意，意为“意图”，故选F。asset意为“优点；资产”；object意为“物体；客体；目标”；stems意为“茎，干”。三者均不符合句意，故排除。


  37. L) stems


  语法判断：空格前为分句的主语it，空格后为介词from及其宾语misunderstandings about the process of language acquisition，可知此处应填入能与from构成搭配的动词；由句子时态可知，所填动词应为一般现在时，且为第三人称单数形式。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的选项有deviates和stems。空格所在分句意为“这种情况______对语言习得过程的误解”。deviates与stems都可以与from搭配，deviate from意为“偏离，脱离”，stem from意为“源于，源自”，显然stems符合句意，故本题选L。


  38. I) permanently


  语法判断：空格前为will become，空格后为confused，由此可知，此处应填入副词，修饰形容词confused。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的选项有permanently、simultaneously和successively。空格所在的句子意为“教育工作者们可能担心，听两种语言的孩子将______处于困惑之中……”。备选副词中permanently意为“永远地，长久地，长期地”；simultaneously意为“同时地”；successively 意为“相继地；接连着地”，结合句意，permanently符合题意，故选I。


  39. B) delayed


  语法判断：空格前是will be，由此可知，此处应填入动词的过去分词、形容词或现在分词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的选项有delayed、equivalent、identified、overwhelming、prevalent、underlying和visualizing。本句意为“……他们的语言发展因此会被______”，由此可知，delayed（耽误，耽搁）符合句意，故选B。


  40. K) simultaneously


  语法判断：空格前是whether，空格后为or sequentially，由此可知，此处考查的是whether...or...的并列结构，所填词应为副词，且与sequentially构成对比关系。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的副词选项还有simultaneously和successively。根据句意“孩子有能力学习不止一门语言，不管是______进行还是依次进行”可知，simultaneously符合题意，故选K。


  41. A) asset


  语法判断：空格前为不定冠词an，由此可知，此处应填入一个以元音音素开头的名词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的名词选项还有asset和object。根据句意“就全球范围而言，在许多领域，懂不止一门语言被认为是一个______，甚至是一种必备的能力”可知，asset（优点）符合题意，故选A。


  42. E) indentified


  语法判断：空格前为are，空格后为as at-risk for academic failure，由此可知，此处应填入过去分词，表被动，且能与介词as构成搭配。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的备选项只有identified，意为“识别；认定”，且符合本处“因为来自贫困家庭的孩子经常被______存在学业失败的风险……”的句意，故选E。


  43. H) overwhelming


  语法判断：空格前为consider...to be too，空格后为for children from poor families，由此可知，此处考查too+adj.+for的结构，应填入一个形容词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的选项有equivalent、overwhelming、prevalent和underlying。本句意为“老师们认为，学习两门语言对于来自贫困家庭的孩子来说太______，他们相信这些孩子由于自己的家庭状况已经不堪重负了”，由此可知overwhelming符合句意，在此意为“难以应对的，难以应付的”，故选H。equivalent意为“等同的，相当的”；prevalent意为“普遍的；流行的”；underlying意为“潜在的，暗含的”。三者均不符合句意。


  44. D) equivalent


  语法判断：空格前为advising...is，空格后为to telling them not to communicate with or interact with their children，分析该句可知动名词短语advising non-English-speaking families to speak only English为句子的主语，谓语部分应该由系表结构充当，并构成be+adj.+to的结构，即应填入形容词。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的备选形容词还有equivalent、prevalent和underlying。本句意为“建议不说英语的家庭只说英语就______告诉他们不要和自己的孩子沟通或互动”，由此可知，equivalent符合句意，be equivalent to意为“等同于，相当于”，故选D。


  45. N) underlying


  语法判断：空格前为定冠词the，空格后为名词message，此处应填入一个形容词或可作形容词的分词，来修饰message。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的选项还有prevalent和underlying。根据句意“而且，（这给孩子带来的）______信息是他们家庭使用的母语不重要，或者不受重视”，备选项中只有underlying符合题意，意为“潜在的，暗含的”，故选N。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  困难的用途


  大脑喜欢挑战——为它设置些许障碍也许会很好地提升它的创造力。


  A）白色条纹乐队的前主唱杰克·怀特在其音乐家同行中是位颇有影响力的人物，他喜欢为自己设置难题。他使用外形和音准都不太好的廉价吉他。演奏时，他故意把乐器放在不方便的位置，这样在弹吉他和用风琴演奏之间转换时，就需要在舞台上疯狂地跑来跑去。为什么要这样做呢？因为他在躲避“易用性”，一种据他说折磨着每一名艺术家的“疾病”。［50］当音乐创作变得太过容易，怀特说，这将使得歌唱变得更难。


  B）这是一种奇怪的想法。为什么一些人要把原本就不易的事情变得更加难办呢？然而我们知道，困难可以带来意想不到的回报。1966年，披头士乐队刚刚完成专辑《橡胶灵魂》不久，保罗·麦卡特尼便研究去美国录制他们下一张专辑的可能性。美国录音室的设备比英国的任何（录音）设备都要先进得多，这帮助披头士的劲敌滚石乐队在洛杉矶制作了他们的最新专辑《后果》。麦卡特尼发现，百代唱片的合同条款里规定的使用同样设备录制的价格令人生畏，披头士乐队不得不采用原始的技术录制专辑《艾比路》。


  C）这对我们来说很幸运。之后的两年，他们完成了最具开创性的工作，把录音室本身变成了一件神奇的“乐器”。［47］恰恰因为他们使用老式的机器来工作，乔治·马丁和他的工程师团队被迫绞尽脑汁，运用创造力来解决列侬和麦卡特尼向他们提出的难题。一些歌曲，如《明日永远未知》、《永远的草莓地》和《生命中的一天》都以革命性的音效著称，使得马丁的美国同行感到惊奇和费解。


  D）有时候，只有当困难解除了，我们才意识到它对于我们的用处。自20世纪60年代起的20多年中，诗人特德·休斯一直在为英国小学生每年一度的诗歌创作比赛担任评委。20世纪80年代时，他注意到提交上来的长篇诗歌数量渐增，有些诗歌长达七八十页。这些诗歌语言别出心裁，行文流畅，但也“莫名地乏味”。［52］通过调查，休斯发现这些诗歌都是在电脑上创作出来的，然后就流入英国的千家万户。


  E）你或许会认为，任何工具，只要能帮助作者将语言付诸纸上，都是有益的。但是这种便利可能也会有代价。在接受《巴黎评论》的访谈时，休斯推断说，当一个人提笔写作时，“你会遇到第一年写作时遭遇的可怕阻力，那时候你还根本不会写东西”。当大脑试图强迫颤抖的手执行它的命令时，二者之间的紧张状态会生成结构更紧凑、在心理上感觉更为厚重的表达。去除那种阻力，你更有可能写出一篇70页的不着边际的长篇大论。


  F）我们的大脑对于困难的反应能力比我们想象的要好。［49］在学校，老师和学生都经常认为，如果一个概念学起来很容易，则（教授这个概念的）那门课就是成功的。但是现在大量的研究已发现，如果课堂教学内容更加难以被掌握，从长远来看学生们会记得更牢固，理解得也更深刻。


  G）［46］作为诗人，特德·休斯对限制自我表达的方式（如诗的格律和韵律）如何能激发创造性思维有着敏锐的感知。适用于诗人和音乐家的，也同样适用于我们的日常生活。［51］我们往往将幸福等同于自由，但是，精神治疗医师兼作家亚当·菲利普斯观察得出，没有障碍的欲望会使我们更加难以知道自己想要什么，或者要去往哪里。他举了一位病人的例子：初为人母的她抱怨年幼的儿子总是黏着她，不管她去哪里，她儿子总是缠着她。她从来没有一刻属于自己的时间。她说，这是因为儿子“总是碍手碍脚”。当菲利普斯问道，如果她儿子不缠着她，她会去哪里时，她快乐地回答道：“噢，我会不知道要去哪里！”


  H）再举一个常见的生活障碍：缺钱。人们常常认为，钱越多，人越幸福。［48］但是，研究金钱和幸福之间的关系的经济学家一致发现，超过了一定的收入水平时，这两者之间并没有可靠的关联性。尽管富人能很容易得到他们想要的几乎所有东西，他们仍然可能和中产阶级一样不幸福。至少在这一点上，弗·斯科特·菲茨杰拉德的观点是错误的。


  I）的确，事物太容易获得是问题所在。小说家爱德华·圣奥宾写过一句关于非常富有的人的旁白：“当不用考虑支付能力时，他们的欲望就如不可阻挡的巨浪一样，持续不断，同时又反覆无常。”波士顿学院是一所私立的研究型大学，它想要更好地了解其潜在捐赠者，于是请心理学家罗伯特·肯尼调查超级富豪们的心理。他调查了165户富人家庭，大部分家庭的净资产为2500万美元或者更多。［54］他发现，很多调查对象因他们的金钱所提供的无尽选择而感到困惑。他们发现很难知道自己想要什么，从而对自身的存在感到迷惑。其中有个人这样说道：“你知道，鲍勃，你可以买很多东西，而当你达到能买这么多东西的状态时，现在你还要做些什么呢？”


  J）互联网在我们所有人当中造就了掌握亿万信息的“亿万富翁”，网络体验建筑师正在捕捉这种需求：让事物在创造性上具有难度。［55］Twitter的巨大成功正是根植于这一简单但深刻的洞察力：在一个有着无限的自我表达空间的媒体上，我们能做的最有趣的事情就是将自我表达限制在140字以内。音乐服务网站This Is My Jam现在帮助人们通过Spotify和iTunes快速分享几千万首歌曲。用户可以选择每周最喜欢的歌曲和他人分享。他们只能选择一首。该服务项目于今年刚刚发布，但九月底时已有65万首歌曲被选择。该网站的创办人之一马特·奥格尔这样解释其存在的理由：“在一个有无限选择的年代，我们正缺失这样一种说法：‘这首。这首是你应该听的（歌曲）’。”


  K）当今世界为我们提供了比以往更多的机遇来听取沃克兄弟（乐队）的建议，让我们自己放轻松。较之一百年前，我们的生活较少受到社会规范和物质约束的束缚。技术削减了生活中的很多苦差事，我们比以前有了更多的自由：我们能穿戴我们喜欢的衣物，点一下鼠标就可以立刻和数以百计的朋友交流。各处的障碍都在消失。［53］很少有人想回到过去，但或许我们需要提醒自己记住适当的障碍会是多么有用。有时，走向成功的最佳路线是阻力更多的那条道路。


  【答案解析】


  46. G


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词writing of poetry和creativity。文章段落中，只有G段提到了有关诗歌写作和创造力的内容。该段首句谈到，作为诗人，特德·休斯对限制自我表达的方式（如诗的格律和韵律）如何能激发创造性思维有着敏锐的感知。格律和韵律都是对于诗歌写作的限制性要求，特德·休斯认为它们反而能够激发诗人的创造性思维。故题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的rigorous requirements placed on the writing of poetry对应原文中的constraints on self-expression，题干中的creativity对应原文中的creative thought。


  47. C


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词old-fashioned instruments和sound effects。文章段落中，同时提到老式乐器和音效的内容出现在C段。该段第三句指出，乔治·马丁和他的工程师团队使用老式的机器来工作。第四句又提到，一些歌曲，如《明日永远未知》、《永远的草莓地》和《生命中的一天》都以革命性的音效著称。故题干是对原文的同义改写。题干中的spectacular对应原文中的revolutionary。


  48. H


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词more money和greater happiness。文章段落中，有关金钱和幸福的关系的内容出现在H段。该段第二句提到，人们常常认为，钱越多，人越幸福。第三句说，但是经济学家通过研究发现，超过了一定的收入水平时，金钱和幸福之间并没有可靠的关联性。后面接着提到，尽管富人很容易得到他们想要的几乎所有东西，他们仍然可能和中产阶级一样不幸福。因此，题干是对原文的同义概括。


  49. F


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词lessons和easier to learn。文章段落中，只有F段提到了与学习功课有关的内容。该段第二、三句指出，老师和学生都经常认为，如果一个概念学起来很容易，则（教授这个概念的）那门课就是成功的。但是现在大量的研究已发现，如果课堂教学内容更加难以被掌握，从长远来看学生们会记得更牢固，理解得也更深刻。因此，题干是对原文的同义概括。


  50. A


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词obstacles和contribute to its success。文章段落中，A、B、C段都提到了在音乐创作时设置障碍的内容，但只有A段明确谈及设置障碍对于音乐创作的影响。A段最后一句指出，如果音乐创作太过简单，唱起来会更难，也就是说，在创作音乐时故意设置障碍有助于音乐创作的成功。可见题干是对原文的同义转述。


  51. G


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词total freedom和may not find themselves happy。文章段落中，G段谈及自由和幸福的关系。该段第三句提到，我们往往将幸福等同于自由，但是，精神治疗医师兼作家亚当·菲利普斯观察得出，没有障碍的欲望会使我们更加难以知道自己想要什么，或者要去往哪里。由此可知，享有完全的自由也不一定会感到幸福，题干是对原文的同义转述。


  52. D


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词Ted Hughes、long poems、poetry competition和composed on computers。文章段落中，只有D段谈到诗歌比赛投稿的内容。该段最后一句指出，通过调查，休斯发现这些诗歌都是在电脑上创作出来的。“这些诗歌”即指第三句提到的“提交上来的长篇诗歌”。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义概括。


  53. K


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词bear in mind、right obstacles和greater achievements。文章段落中，K段提及障碍和成就之间的关系。该段最后两句指出，或许我们需要提醒自己记住适当的障碍会是多么有用。有时，走向成功的最佳路线就是阻力更多的那条道路。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的bear in mind对应原文中的remind ourselves，题干中的help对应原文中的useful，题干中的greater achievements对应原文中的fulfillment。


  54. I


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词super-rich、baffled和infinite choices。文章段落中，论及对超级富豪进行调查研究的内容出现在I段。该段倒数第三句指出，心理学家罗伯特·肯尼发现，很多调查对象因他们的金钱所提供的无尽选择而感到困惑。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的investigation对应原文中的investigate和surveyed，题干中的baffled对应原文中的confused，题干中的infinite choices对应原文中的infinite options，题干中的made available对应原文中的presented them with。


  55. J


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词social networking website、limited和one hundred and forty characters。文章段落中，J段提到社交网站的内容。该段第二句话指出，Twitter的巨大成功正是根植于这一简单但深刻的洞察力：在一个有着无限的自我表达空间的媒体上，我们能做的最有趣的事情就是将自我表达限制在140字以内。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的social networking website指的就是Twitter，题干中的successful对应原文中的huge success，题干中的limited对应原文中的restrict。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  不久前，人们曾一度期望美国新晋的科学领域的博士能从事学术领域的职业。［56］但如今，大部分毕业生最终在学术界以外的领域工作，不仅从事工业领域里的职业，也从事与诸如科学政策、通信和专利法等相关的职业。在一定程度上，这是学术界就业市场黯淡带来的结果，但人们也逐渐意识到对拥有博士学位的科学家的培养未能和职业选择直接挂钩——而只是针对有用的知识、技能和经验。再者，［57］我们目前培训科学家的方式和他们能获得的实际就业机会之间存在严重的脱节，为了帮助弥补两者的差距，急需大力完善培训项目。能帮助推动变革的决定性的一步在于要求博士学生和博士后科学家执行个人发展计划。


  ［58］2002年，美国实验生物学协会联盟提出建议——每名博士后研究员在与一名导师协商后要写出一份个人发展计划。从那以后，一些学术机构开始要求博士后提交个人发展计划。六月份，美国国立卫生研究院的生物医学研究人员工作组建议美国国立卫生研究院要求其培养的约3.2万名博士后研究员提交个人发展计划。另外一些资助机构，不论是公立的还是私营的，都在朝着同样的方向发展。


  ［59］长期以来，政府机构和私营部门都利用个人发展计划来达成员工和机构的特定目标，目的在于确保员工有明确的方法，以帮助他们了解自己的能力和抱负，决定职业发展的可能性并设立（通常是指短期的）目标。在科学领域，研究生和新晋的拥有博士学位的科学家能够利用个人发展计划来确定和找到一条有效的职业发展道路。


  鉴于这个目的，本周一款被称为myIDP的免费网络应用上线了。［60］该应用程序通过秘密而严格的内省程序来打造个性化的职业规划，为职业生涯起步阶段的科学家提供指导。每名受训者的自我评估都被用来评定一套职业发展路线，该评估得到了一组重点针对科学领域的职业顾问的专业指导。在用户确定长期的职业目标之后，myIDP促使她/他设立短期的目标，旨在积累对于职业选择很重要的新技能和经验。


  尽管调查显示个人发展计划的设立很有用，受训者却汇报称需要额外的资源来帮助他们确立一条长期的职业发展路线，以完成个人发展计划。因此，当myIDP被应用于更大的职业发展尝试中时，它是最有效的。比如，大学可以把个人发展计划融入到他们的研究生课程里，以帮助学生探讨、规划、准备并达成他们的长期职业目标。


  
    【议论文：美国科学领域的博士的培养问题和培养新方向】


    第一段：指出新晋的科学领域的博士未能从事学术领域职业的原因，并引出个人发展计划的概念。


    第二、三段：进一步介绍个人发展计划，阐述了个人发展计划的产生和使用的普遍性，并指出其作用及其在科学领域的应用。


    第四、五段：介绍具有打造个人发展计划功能的网络应用程序myIDP的原理、作用和不足之处，指出其对于科学家的意义。

  


  【答案解析】


  56. C


  定位：根据题干中的信息词new science Ph.D.s in the United States和today可以把答题线索定位到第一段前两句。


  解析：第一句提到“不久前，人们曾一度期望美国新晋的科学领域的博士能从事学术领域的职业。”接着说明了如今的现实情况，即“大部分毕业生最终在学术界以外的领域工作”，所以正确答案为C。从本段第三句可以看出，他们并不缺乏工作所需的技能和知识，故排除A。第二句提到，他们从事各种不同的职业，但未提及待遇不错，可排除B。本段最后一句指出“能帮助推动变革的决定性的一步在于要求博士学生和博士后科学家执行个人发展计划”，并未提及这些新晋的博士是改革的推动力，故排除D。


  57. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词America's Ph.D. training可以把答题线索定位到第一段第四句。


  解析：该句指出“我们目前培训科学家的方式和他们能获得的实际就业机会存在严重的脱节，为了帮助弥补两者的差距，急需大力完善培训项目”，可见正确答案为A。本段第三句指出“人们逐渐意识到对拥有博士学位的科学家的培养未能和职业选择直接挂钩”，故排除B。第二句提到，如今大部分毕业生最终在学术界以外的领域工作，这是博士培养存在问题的表现，显然C项与文意相悖。文中提到培训“只是针对有用的知识、技能和经验”，但并未提及“种类繁多的实用课程”，故排除D。


  58. C


  定位：根据题干中的信息词recommended和postdoctoral researchers可以把答题线索定位到第二段第一句。


  解析：该句提到“2002年，美国实验生物学协会联盟提出建议——每名博士后研究员在与一名导师协商后要写出一份个人发展计划”，可知正确答案为C。文中并未提及要迎合企业界的迫切需求，也没有提及要尽早设立一个长期的职业目标，可排除A和B。下文说到“（提交个人发展计划的）目的在于确保员工有明确的方法，以帮助他们了解自己的能力和抱负，决定职业发展的可能性并设立（通常是指短期的）目标”，并不是帮助获得工作，且与题干不相符，故排除D。


  59. B


  定位：根据题干中的信息词Government agencies和the private sector可以把答题线索定位到第三段第一句。


  解析：该句提到“长期以来，政府机构和私营部门都利用个人发展计划来达成员工和机构的特定目标，目的在于确保员工有明确的方法，以帮助他们了解自己的能力和抱负，决定职业发展的可能性并设立（通常是指短期的）目标”，可知正确答案为B。A、C、D三项都不是政府机构和私营部门利用个人发展计划的目的，均可排除。


  60. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词myIDP可以把答题线索定位到第三、四段。


  解析：第四段第二和第三句指出“该应用程序通过秘密而严格的内省程序来打造个性化的职业规划，为职业生涯起步阶段的科学家提供指导。每名受训者的自我评估都被用来评定一套职业发展路线……”，选项A对原文内容做了概括，故为正确答案。文中并未提及人们看到各种可能性的内容，排除B。第五段第一句指出“……受训者汇报称需要额外的资源来帮助他们确立一条长期的职业发展路线”，也就是说，建立一条长期的职业发展路线需要额外的资源，故排除C。文章最后一句中举的例子是假设的情况，注意使用了虚拟语气，并不是现实，所以D也可排除。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  人类迈入21世纪仅十多年的时间，女性在一系列领域已取得了值得庆贺的进步。从泰国到巴西，从哥斯达黎加到澳大利亚，都是女性在担任国家的最高政治领袖。国际货币基金组织的总裁是女性，获得诺贝尔经济学奖的也是女性。在北京白手起家的亿万富翁、硅谷的科技创新人物、加纳首屈一指的法官——在这些领域以及数不清的其他领域，女性都在留下她们的印记。


  ［61］但是先不要急着鼓掌。在沙特阿拉伯，女性还不允许开车。在巴基斯坦，每年有1000名女性死于“荣誉处决（注：有一些社会默许家族中的男性处决令家族蒙羞的女性成员）”。在发达国家，女性在收入和政治权力方面落后于男性。去年，美国女性的贫困率上升到了14.5%。


  为衡量女性地位的提高情况，《新闻周刊》从影响女性生活的五个方面对165个国家进行了排名，这五个方面分别是：法律如何对待女性、女性的就业情况、政治权力、受教育情况和卫生保健情况。通过分析联合国和世界经济论坛等机构提供的数据以及咨询专家和学者，我们衡量了28项因素，最终确定了排名。


  ［62］得分最高的国家往往集中在西方，在这些国家，性别歧视是违法的，“男女享有平等的权利”已经被宪法神圣化。但也有一些事实令人惊讶。［63］一些在其他方面排名靠前的国家在政治代表这一项上得分相对较低。加拿大的综合排名是第3位，但是在女性的政治权力这一项排在第26位，落后于古巴和布隆迪这些国家。［64］这是不是意味着一个国家的顶级政治机构中有女性就能使该国的女性普遍过上更好的生活呢？事实未必如此。联合国女性和平与安全顾问安妮-玛丽·戈茨说：“试图量化或衡量女性从政的影响力比较困难，因为很少有国家有足够多的女性从政，进而产生足够大的影响。”


  当然，没有哪项指数能解释一切。从“如何对待半数以上的国民”这方面来评价两个国家孰优孰劣，需要基于大量的调查，覆盖大多数人群。有些事情就是很难衡量的。而且跨文化的比较无法解释观点的异同。


  尽管如此，我们仍可以得出某些确切的结论。例如，我们的指数支持了希拉里·克林顿最近在亚太经济合作组织峰会上的一段虽简短却意义深远的陈述：“［65］如果我们能让女性的经济潜能得以释放，我们将可以提升一些民众、一些国家甚至整个世界的经济表现。如果女性能够获得更多的就业机会，更多地参与我们国家的经济生活，那么将产生一种刺激效应：政治将更加稳定，军事冲突将鲜有发生，更多的食物会被生产出来，儿童将获得更多受教育的机会。如果能够利用好所有女性的经济潜能，我们将为全人类带来机遇。”


  
    【议论文：女性的社会地位虽然有所改观，但仍有待进一步提高】


    第一段：现代女性在不同领域都取得了鼓舞人心的成就，社会地位得到了一定的提高。


    第二段：在部分国家，女性所面临的境遇仍然堪忧。


    第三段：为衡量女性地位的提高情况，《新闻周刊》做了一项调查。


    第四段：女性在政府机构中担任要职与该国妇女的总体生活水平之间没有必然联系。


    第五段：调查结果无法解释一切，有些事情是无法通过简单的对比来衡量的。


    第六段：即便如此，有些结论是确定的，比如如果我们让女性的经济潜能得以释放，我们将有意想不到的收获。

  


  【答案解析】


  61. A


  定位：本题属于总结概述题，无法通过某些信息词将答案直接定位到文中某一段，但第二段的首句提供了关键的信息，重点把握前两段的大意即可得出答案。


  解析：文章首段提到，现代女性在一系列领域取得了值得庆贺的成功，但是第二段话锋一转，列举了女性在一些国家堪忧的境遇。可见作者认为到目前为止女性的地位在很多方面还有很大的提升空间。故选A。B项从意思上即可排除。C表述言过其实，可排除。D虽然本身表述正确，但文章中并没有提到，故排除。


  62. B


  定位：本题考查细节，在浏览题干后我们可以发现，其中的women made the greatest progress对应文中第四段开头的Countries with the highest scores，故将答案定位到第四段开头。


  解析：该段首句提到，得分最高的国家往往集中在西方，在这些国家，性别歧视是违法的，“男女享有平等的权利”已经被宪法神圣化。可见在那些女性权利受法律保护的国家，女性所取得的进步最大，故选B。其他三个选项都属于取得进步的某一方面，应排除。


  63. D


  定位：根据题干中的信息词Canada可以将答案定位到第四段。注意Newsweek虽然也是信息词，但是它最先出现在文章的第三段，不能用来定位本题。


  解析：第四段第四句提到：加拿大的综合排名是第3位，但是在女性的政治权力这一项排在第26位。通过这句话似乎无法找到直接与之对应的选项，但之前的第三句提到：一些在其他方面排名靠前的国家在政治代表这一项上得分相对较低。其中，low scores for political representation（在政治代表上得分低）与D选项的underrepresented in politics（在政治上没有被充分代表）对应，故D项正确。其他三个选项在文中都没有提及，故排除。


  64. B


  定位：根据题干中的信息词Anne-Marie Goetz可以将答案定位到第四段。


  解析：本段第五至七句提到，一个国家的顶级政治机构中有女性未必能确保该国的女性普遍过上更好的生活。联合国女性和平与安全顾问安妮-玛丽·戈茨说：“试图量化或衡量女性从政的影响力比较困难，因为很少有国家有足够多的女性从政，进而产生足够大的影响。”安妮-玛丽·戈茨所说的这番话是对上一句的内容进行解释，而上一句所说的对应B项。C和D选项本身正确，但文章中没有提到，故排除。A项也与文章内容不符，应排除。


  65. D


  定位：根据题干关键词Hillary Clinton将答案定位到文章最后一段。


  解析：该段引用希拉里的话指出：“如果我们能让女性的经济潜能得以释放，我们将可以提升一些民众、一些国家甚至整个世界的经济表现……政治将更加稳定，军事冲突将鲜有发生，更多的食物会被生产出来，儿童将获得更多受教育的机会。”这些美好的设想都可以因激发女性的经济潜能而成为现实，故选D。其他三个选项与原文内容不符。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  Since ancient times, Chinese people have celebrated their harvest during the mid-autumn1, which is quite similar to the custom of celebrating Thanksgiving Day in North America. The custom of celebrating Mid-Autumn Festival started gaining its popularity in the early Tang Dynasty around China. The Mid-Autumn Festival, celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth lunar month, is a festival for Chinese people to worship the moon2. During the night of the day when the bright moon is shining in the sky, there will be family reunions and family members will enjoy the bight moon together3. In 2006, the Mid-Autumn Festival was listed as a Chinese cultural heritage4, and in 2008, it was designated as a public holiday. The moon cake is seen as the indispensable fine food5 for the Mid-Autumn Festival. People send moon cakes as gifts to their relatives and friends or they eat moon cakes at family gatherings. Traditional moon cakes are imprinted with Chinese characters conveying such meanings as “longevity”, “blessing” or “harmony”6.


  【译点精析】


  1. 自古以来就在中秋时节庆祝丰收：“自古以来”翻译为since ancient times；“庆祝丰收”可以用celebrate their harvest来表达；“在中秋时节”不可理解为“在中秋节”，应翻译为during the mid-autumn。


  2. 拜月：翻译为worship the moon, worship意为“崇拜；尊敬”。另外，也可以译为admire the moon。


  3. 这天夜晚皓月当空，人们合家团聚，共赏明月：此处有三个四字短语：“皓月当空”、“合家团聚”和“共赏明月”。对于汉语中的四字成语或短语的翻译，考生只需翻译出其内在含义即可，不要为其“四字”形式所困。“皓月当空”即“明亮的月亮挂在天上”或者“明亮的月亮在天空照耀”，翻译为the bright moon is shining in the sky；“合家团聚”即“家人团聚”，翻译为family reunions；“共赏明月”即“一起欣赏明亮的月亮”，翻译为enjoy the bight moon together。


  4. 文化遗产：可翻译为cultural heritage或者cultural legacy。


  5. 不可或缺的美食：“不可或缺的”翻译为indispensable；“美食”可翻译为fine food。


  6. 带有“寿”、“福”或“和”等字样：此处包括两层含义，即“带有一些汉字”和“这些汉字有‘寿’、‘福’或‘和’等含义”，其中“寿”翻译为longevity，“福”翻译为blessing，“和”翻译为harmony；此处的“带有”即“刻印有，压印有”之意，故可翻译为词组be imprinted with。


大学英语六级考试2013年12月真题（第二套）


  


Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay about the impact of the information explosion by referring to the saying “A wealth of information creates a poverty of attention.” You can give examples to illustrate your point and then explain what you can do to avoid being distracted by irrelevant information. You should write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words.


  [image: 0001]


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) Weather conditions.

  B) Labor problems.

  C) An error in the order.

  D) Misplacing of goods.


  2. A) What the woman says makes a lot of sense.

  B) The rich are opposed to social welfare.

  C) He agrees with Mr. Johnson's views.

  D) He is sympathetic with poor people.


  3. A) He has work to finish in time.

  B) He will be practicing soccer.

  C) He has a tough problem to solve.

  D) He will be attending a meeting.


  4. A) Mary will not be able to keep a dog in the building.

  B) Mary should get rid of her pet as soon as possible.

  C) Mary might as well send her dog to her relative.

  D) Mary is not happy with the ban on pet animals.


  5. A) He does not believe they are twin sisters.

  B) The woman seems a bit hard of hearing.

  C) Lisa and Gale are not very much alike.

  D) The twins' voices are quite different.


  6. A) The serious economic crisis in Britain.

  B) A message from their business associates.

  C) A package deal to be signed in November.

  D) Their ability to deal with financial problems.


  7. A) Cleaning the pants will take longer than usual.

  B) The man will be charged extra for the service.

  C) The man has to go to the main cleaning facility.

  D) It is impossible to remove the stain completely.


  8. A) European markets.

  B) Imported products.

  C) Luxury goods.

  D) A protest rally.


  Questions 9 to 12 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) He talked to her on the phone.

  B) He had a quarrel with Marsha.

  C) He made a business trip.

  D) He resolved a budget problem.


  10. A) She has developed some serious mental problem.

  B) She may have to be fired for poor performance.

  C) She supervises a number of important projects.

  D) She is in charge of the firm's budget planning.


  11. A) Something unexpected happened at her home.

  B) David promised to go on the trip in her place.

  C) She failed to arrive at the airport on time.

  D) She was not feeling herself on that day.


  12. A) He often fails to follow through on his projects.

  B) He has been trying hard to cover for Marsha.

  C) He is always finding fault with Marsha.

  D) He frequently gets things mixed up.


  Questions 13 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  13. A) They are better sheltered from all the outside temptations.

  B) They take an active part in more extracurricular activities.

  C) They are usually more motivated to compete with their peers.

  D) They have more opportunities to develop their leadership skills.


  14. A) Its students aim at managerial posts.

  B) Its students are role models of women.

  C) Its chief positions are held by women.

  D) Its teaching staff consists of women only.


  15. A) They have ample opportunities to meet the opposite sex.

  B) They are more or less isolated from the outside world.

  C) It is traditional but colourful.

  D) It is under adequate control.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 19 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) By speaking with the local accent.

  B) By speaking in a deep, loud voice.

  C) By making gestures at strategic points.

  D) By invading the personal space of listeners.


  17. A) To promote sportsmanship among business owners.

  B) To raise money for a forthcoming local sports event.

  C) To encourage people to support local sports groups.

  D) To show his family's contribution to the community.


  18. A) They would certainly appeal to his audience.

  B) They are known to be the style of the sports world.

  C) They are believed to communicate power and influence.

  D) They represent the latest fashion in the business circles.


  19. A) To create a warm personal atmosphere.

  B) To cover up his own nervousness.

  C) To allow the audience to better enjoy his slides.

  D) To enhance the effect of background music.


  Passage Two


  Questions 20 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  20. A) She was the first African-American slave to publish a book.

  B) She was born about the time of the War of Independence.

  C) She was the greatest female poet in Colonial America.

  D) She was the first educated slave of John Wheatley's.


  21. A) Turn to the colonial governor for help.

  B) Go through a scholarly examination.

  C) Obtain consent from her owner.

  D) Revise it a number of times.


  22. A) Religious scripts popular among slaves in America.

  B) Literary works calling for the abolition of slavery.

  C) A rich stock of manuscripts left by historical figures.

  D) Lots of lost works written by African-American women.


  Passage Three


  Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  23. A) It is a trait of generous character.

  B) It is a reflection of self-esteem.

  C) It is a sign of happiness and confidence.

  D) It is an indicator of high intelligence.


  24. A) It was the essence of comedy.

  B) It was something admirable.

  C) It was self-defeating.

  D) It was aggressive.


  25. A) It is a feature of a given culture.

  B) It is a double-edged sword.

  C) It is a result of both nature and nurture.

  D) It is a unique gift of human beings.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  It is important that we be mindful of the earth, the planet out of which we are born and by which we are nourished, guided, healed—the planet, however, which we have (26)__________ to a considerable degree in these past two centuries of (27)__________ exploitation. This exploitation has reached such (28)__________ that presently it appears that some hundreds of thousands of species will be (29)__________ before the end of the century.


  In our times, human shrewdness has mastered the deep (30)__________ of the earth at a level far beyond the capacities of earlier peoples. We can break the mountains apart; we can drain the rivers and flood the valleys. We can turn the most luxuriant forests into throwaway paper products. We can (31)__________ the great grass cover of the western plains and pour (32)__________ chemicals into the soil until the soil is dead and blows away in the wind. We can pollute the air with acids, the rivers with sewage （污水）, the seas with oil. We can invent computers (33)__________ processing ten million calculations per second. And why? To increase the volume and the speed with which we move natural resources through the consumer economy to the junk pile or the waste heap. Our managerial skills are measured by the competence (34)__________ in accelerating this process. If in these activities the physical features of the planet are damaged, if the environment is made inhospitable for (35)__________ living species, then so be it. We are, supposedly, creating a technological wonderworld.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  Some performance evaluations require supervisors to take action. Employees who receive a very favorable evaluation may deserve some type of recognition or even a promotion. If supervisors do not acknowledge such outstanding performance, employees may either lose their 　36　 and reduce their effort or search for a new job at a firm that will 　37　 them for high performance. Supervisors should acknowledge high performance so that the employee will continue to perform well in the future.


  Employees who receive unfavorable evaluations must also be given attention. Supervisors must 　38　 the reasons for poor performance. Some reasons, such as a family illness, may have a temporary adverse 　39　 on performance and can be corrected. Other reasons, such as a bad attitude, may not be temporary. When supervisors give employees an unfavorable evaluation, they must decide whether to take any 　40　 actions. If the employees were unaware of their own deficiencies, the unfavorable evaluation can pinpoint （指出） the deficiencies that employees must correct. In this case, the supervisor may simply need to monitor the employees 　41　 and ensure that the deficiencies are corrected.


  If the employees were already aware of their deficiencies before the evaluation period, however, they may be unable or unwilling to correct them. This situation is more serious, and the supervisor may need to take action. The action should be 　42　 with the firm's guidelines and may include reassigning the employees to new jobs, 　43　 them temporarily, or firing them. A supervisor's action toward a poorly performing worker can 　44　 the attitudes of other employees. If no 　45　 is imposed on an employee for poor performance, other employees may react by reducing their productivity as well.


  
    A) additional

    B) affect

    C) aptly

    D) assimilate

    E) circulation

    F) closely

    G) consistent

    H) enthusiasm

    I) identify

    J) impact

    K) penalty

    L) reward

    M) simplifying

    N) suspending

    O) vulnerable

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  The College Essay: Why Those 500 Words Drive Us Crazy


  A) Meg is a lawyer-mom in suburban Washington, D.C., where lawyer-moms are thick on the ground. Her son Doug is one of several hundred thousand high-school seniors who had a painful fall. The deadline for applying to his favorite college was Nov. 1, and by early October he had yet to fill out the application. More to the point, he had yet to settle on a subject for the personal essay accompanying the application. According to college folklore, a well-turned essay has the power to seduce （诱惑） an admissions committee. “He wanted to do one thing at a time,” Meg says, explaining her son's delay. “But really, my son is a huge procrastinator （拖延者）. The essay is the hardest thing to do, so he's put it off the longest.” Friends and other veterans of the process have warned Meg that the back and forth between editing parent and writing student can be traumatic （痛苦的）.


  B) Back in the good old days—say, two years ago, when the last of my children suffered the ordeal （折磨）—a high-school student applying to college could procrastinate all the way to New Year's Day of their senior year, assuming they could withstand the parental pestering （烦扰）. But things change fast in the nail-biting world of college admissions. The recent trend toward early decision and early action among selective colleges and universities has pushed the traditional deadline of January up to Nov. 1 or early December for many students.


  C) If the time for heel-dragging has been shortened, the true source of the anxiety and panic remains what it has always been. And it's not the application itself. A college application is a relatively straightforward questionnaire asking for the basics: name, address, family history, employment history. It would all be innocent enough—20 minutes of busy work—except it comes attached to a personal essay.


  D) “There are good reasons it causes such anxiety,” says Lisa Sohmer, director of college counseling at the Garden School in Jackson Heights, N.Y. “It's not just the actual writing. By now everything else is already set. Your course load is set, your grades are set, your test scores are set. But the essay is something you can still control, and it's open-ended. So the temptation is to write and rewrite and rewrite.” Or stall and stall and stall.


  E) The application essay, along with its mythical importance, is a recent invention. In the 1930s, when only one in 10 Americans had a degree from a four-year college, an admissions committee was content to ask for a sample of applicants' school papers to assess their writing ability. By the 1950s, most schools required a brief personal statement of why the student had chosen to apply to one school over another.


  F) Today nearly 70 percent of graduating seniors go off to college, including two-year and four-year institutions. Even apart from the increased competition, the kids enter a process that has been utterly transformed from the one baby boomers knew. Nearly all application materials are submitted online, and the Common Application provides a one-size-fits form accepted by more than 400 schools, including the nation's most selective.


  G) Those schools usually require essays of their own, but the longest essay, 500 words maximum, is generally attached to the Common Application. Students choose one of six questions. Applicants are asked to describe an ethical dilemma they've faced and its impact on them, or discuss a public issue of special concern to them, or tell of a fictional character or creative work that has profoundly influenced them. Another question invites them to write about the importance (to them, again) of diversity—a word that has assumed magic power in American higher education. The most popular option: write on a topic of your choice.


  H) “Boys in particular look at the other questions and say, ‘Oh, that's too much work,’” says John Boshoven, a counselor in the Ann Arbor, Mich., public schools. “They think if they do a topic of their choice, ‘I'll just go get that history paper I did last year on the Roman Empire and turn it into a first-person application essay!’ And they end up producing something utterly ridiculous.”


  I) Talking to admissions professionals like Boshoven, you realize that the list of “don'ts” in essay writing is much longer than the “dos.” “No book reports, no history papers, no character studies,” says Sohmer.


  J) “It drives you crazy, how easily kids slip into clichés （老生常谈）,” says Boshoven. “They don't realize how typical their experiences are. ‘I scored the winning goal in soccer against our arch-rival.’ ‘My grandfather served in World War II, and I hope to be just like him someday.’ That may mean a lot to that particular kid. But in the world of the application essay, it's nothing. You'll lose the reader in the first paragraph.”


  K) “The greatest strength you bring to this essay,” says the College Board's how-to book, “is 17 years or so of familiarity with the topic: YOU. The form and style are very familiar, and best of all, you are the world-class expert on the subject of YOU... It has been the subject of your close scrutiny every morning since you were tall enough to see into the bathroom mirror.” The key word in the Common Application prompts is “you.”


  L) The college admission essay contains the grandest American themes—status anxiety, parental piety （孝顺）, intellectual standards—and so it is only a matter of time before it becomes infected by the country's culture of excessive concern with self-esteem. Even if the question is ostensibly （表面上） about something outside the self (describe a fictional character or solve a problem of geopolitics), the essay invariably returns to the favorite topic: what is its impact on YOU?


  M) “For all the anxiety the essay causes,” says Bill McClintick of Mercersburg Academy in Pennsylvania, “it's a very small piece of the puzzle. I was in college admissions for 10 years. I saw kids and parents beat themselves up over this. And at the vast majority of places, it is simply not a big variable in the college's decision-making process.”


  N) Many admissions officers say they spend less than a couple of minutes on each application, including the essay. According to a recent survey of admissions officers, only one in four private colleges say the essay is of “considerable importance” in judging an application. Among public colleges and universities, the number drops to roughly one in 10. By contrast, 86 percent place “considerable importance” on an applicant's grades, 70 percent on “strength of curriculum.”


  O) Still, at the most selective schools, where thousands of candidates may submit identically high grades and test scores, a marginal item like the essay may serve as a tie-breaker between two equally qualified candidates. The thought is certainly enough to keep the pot boiling under parents like Meg, the lawyer-mom, as she tries to help her son choose an essay topic. For a moment the other day, she thought she might have hit on a good one. “His father's from France,” she says. “I said maybe you could write about that, as something that makes you different. You know: half French, half American. I said, ‘You could write about your identity issues.’ He said, ‘I don't have any identity issues!’ And he's right. He's a well-adjusted, normal kid. But that doesn't make for a good essay, does it?”


  46. Today many universities require their applicants to write an essay of up to five hundred words.


  47. One recent change in college admissions is that selective colleges and universities have moved the traditional deadline to earlier dates.


  48. Applicants and their parents are said to believe that the personal essay can sway the admissions committee.


  49. Applicants are usually better off if they can write an essay that distinguishes them from the rest.


  50. Not only is the competition getting more intense, the application process today is also totally different from what baby boomers knew.


  51. In writing about their own experiences many applicants slip into clichés, thus failing to engage the reader.


  52. According to a recent survey, most public colleges and universities consider an applicant's grades highly important.


  53. Although the application essay causes lots of anxiety, it does not play so important a role in the college's decision-making process.


  54. The question you are supposed to write about may seem outside the self, but the theme of the essay should center around its impact on you.


  55. In the old days, applicants only had to submit a sample of their school papers to show their writing ability.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  Among the government's most interesting reports is one that estimates what parents spend on their children. Not surprisingly, the costs are steep. For a middle-class, husband-and-wife family (average pretax income in 2009:$76,250), spending per child is about $12,000 a year. With inflation the family's spending on a child will total $286,050 by age 17.


  The dry statistics ought to inform the ongoing deficit debate, because a budget is not just a catalog of programs and taxes. It reflects a society's priorities and values. Our society does not—despite rhetoric （说辞） to the contrary—put much value on raising children. Present budget policies tax parents heavily to support the elderly. Meanwhile, tax breaks for children are modest. If deficit reduction aggravates these biases, more Americans may choose not to have children or to have fewer children. Down that path lies economic decline.


  Societies that cannot replace their populations discourage investment and innovation. They have stagnant （萧条的） or shrinking markets for goods and services. With older populations, they resist change. To stabilize its population—discounting immigration—women must have an average of two children. That's a fertility rate of 2.0. Many countries with struggling economies are well below that.


  Though having a child is a deeply personal decision, it's shaped by culture, religion, economics, and government policy. “No one has a good answer” as to why fertility varies among countries, says sociologist Andrew Cherlin of The Johns Hopkins University. Eroding religious belief in Europe may partly explain lowered birthrates. In Japan young women may be rebelling against their mothers' isolated lives of child rearing. General optimism and pessimism count. Hopefulness fueled America's baby boom. After the Soviet Union's collapse, says Cherlin, “anxiety for the future” depressed birthrates in Russia and Eastern Europe.


  In poor societies, people have children to improve their economic well-being by increasing the number of family workers and providing support for parents in their old age. In wealthy societies, the logic often reverses. Government now supports the elderly, diminishing the need for children. By some studies, the safety nets for retirees have reduced fertility rates by 0.5 children in the United States and almost 1.0 in Western Europe, reports economist Robert Stein in the journal National Affairs. Similarly, some couples don't have children because they don't want to sacrifice their own lifestyles to the time and expense of a family.


  Young Americans already face a bleak labor market that cannot instill （注入） confidence about having children. Piling on higher taxes won't help. “If higher taxes make it more expensive to raise children,” says Nicholas Eberstadt of the American Enterprise Institute, “people will think twice about having another child.” That seems like common sense, despite the multiple influences on becoming parents.


  56. What do we learn from the government report?


  A) Inflation increases families' expenses.

  B) Raising children is getting expensive.

  C) Budget reduction is around the corner.

  D) Average family expenditure is increasing.


  57. What is said to be the consequence of a shrinking population?


  A) Weakened national strength.

  B) Increased immigration.

  C) Economic downturn.

  D) Social instability.


  58. What accounted for America's baby boom?


  A) Optimism for the future.

  B) Improved living conditions.

  C) Religious beliefs.

  D) Economic prosperity.


  59. Why do people in wealthy countries prefer to have fewer children?


  A) They want to further improve their economic well-being.

  B) They cannot afford the time and expenses of rearing children.

  C) They are concerned about the future of the coming generation.

  D) They don't rely on their children to support them in old age.


  60. What is the author's purpose in writing the passage?


  A) To instill confidence in the young about raising children.

  B) To advise couples to think twice before having children.

  C) To encourage the young to take care of the elderly.

  D) To appeal for tax reduction for raising children.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  Space exploration has always been the province of dreamers: The human imagination readily soars where human ingenuity （创造力） struggles to follow. A Voyage to the Moon, often cited as the first science fiction story, was written by Cyrano de Bergerac in 1649. Cyrano was dead and buried for a good three centuries before the first manned rockets started to fly.


  In 1961, when President Kennedy declared that America would send a man to the moon by the decade's end, those words, too, had a dreamlike quality. They resonated （共鸣） with optimism and ambition in much the same way as the most famous dream speech of all, delivered by Martin Luther King Jr. two years later. By the end of the decade, both visions had yielded concrete results and transformed American society. And yet in many ways the two dreams ended up at odds with each other. The fight for racial and economic equality is intensely pragmatic （讲求实用的） and immediate in its impact. The urge to explore space is just the opposite. It is figuratively and literally otherworldly in its aims.


  When the dust settled, the space dreamers lost out. There was no grand follow-up to the Apollo missions. The technologically compromised space shuttle program has just come to an end, with no successor. The perpetual argument is that funds are tight, that we have more pressing problems here on Earth. Amid the current concerns about the federal deficit, reaching toward the stars seems a dispensable luxury—as if saving one-thousandth of a single year's budget would solve our problems.


  But human ingenuity struggles on. NASA is developing a series of robotic probes that will get the most bang from a buck. They will serve as modern Magellans, mapping out the solar system for whatever explorers follow, whether man or machine. On the flip side, companies like Virgin Galactic are plotting a bottom-up assault on the space dream by making it a reality to the public. Private spaceflight could lie within reach of rich civilians in a few years. Another decade or two and it could go mainstream.


  The space dreamers end up benefiting all of us—not just because of the way they expand human knowledge, or because of the spin-off technologies they produce, but because the two types of dreams feed off each other. Both Martin Luther King and John Kennedy appealed to the idea that humans can transcend what were once considered inherent limitations. Today we face seeming challenges in energy, the environment, health care. Tomorrow we will transcend these as well, and the dreamers will deserve a lot of the credit. The more evidence we collect that our species is capable of greatness, the more we will actually achieve it.


  61. The author mentions Cyrano de Bergerac in order to show that ______.


  A) imagination is the mother of invention

  B) ingenuity is essential for science fiction writers

  C) it takes patience for humans to realize their dreams

  D) dreamers have always been interested in science fiction


  62. How did the general public view Kennedy's space exploration plan?


  A) It symbolized the American spirit.

  B) It was as urgent as racial equality.

  C) It sounded very much like a dream.

  D) It made an ancient dream come true.


  63. What does the author say about America's aim to explore space?


  A) It may not bring about immediate economic gains.

  B) It cannot be realized without technological innovation.

  C) It will not help the realization of racial and economic equality.

  D) It cannot be achieved without a good knowledge of the other worlds.


  64. What is the author's attitude toward space programs?


  A) Critical.

  B) Reserved.

  C) Unbiased.

  D) Supportive.


  65. What does the author think of the problems facing human beings?


  A) They pose a serious challenge to future human existence.

  B) They can be solved sooner or later with human ingenuity.

  C) Their solutions need joint efforts of the public and private sectors.

  D) They can only be solved by people with optimism and ambition.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  中国园林（the Chinese garden）是经过三千多年演变而成的独具一格的园林景观（landscape）。它既包括为皇室成员享乐而建造的大型花园，也包括学者、商人和卸任的政府官员为摆脱嘈杂的外部世界而建造的私家花园。这些花园构成了一种意在表达人与自然之间应有的和谐关系的微缩景观。典型的中国园林四周有围墙，园内有池塘、假山（rockwork）、树木、花草以及各种各样由蜿蜒的小路和走廊连接的建筑。漫步在花园中，人们可以看到一系列精心设计的景观犹如山水画卷（scroll）一般展现在面前。


2013年12月大学英语六级考试真题精析（第二套）


  


Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  In a world flooded with too much information due to the advancement of information technology, we tend to be distracted by the overwhelming resources available. Just as the saying goes, “A wealth of information creates a poverty of attention.” Simple as it is, the saying is absolutely thought-provoking.


  Admittedly, the information age has brought us much convenience as we can have access to an abundance of resources that we need promptly. Nevertheless, it is the information explosion that makes us confused and annoyed. For instance, when we look for something online, a large quantity of irrelevant and useless information pops out at once, such as commercial advertisements and vulgar entertainment news, which prevents us from concentrating on what we should do, making it inefficient to carry out a task and thus causing a waste of time.


  In light of the seriousness of the problem, much attention should be paid to avoid being distracted. For one thing, we should have a very clear idea of what we really need or what we want to do. We may write it down beforehand to refrain us from being carried away. For another, we should train ourselves to be more self-disciplined. Above all, it is up to us to distinguish the essence and dross and keep focused.


  【译文】


  由于信息技术的进步，这个世界信息泛滥，我们容易被可获取的大量资源分散注意力。正如一句格言所说，“丰富的信息导致了注意力的缺失。”这句话虽然简短，却引人深思。


  诚然，信息时代给我们带来了很多便利，我们可以快速地获取所需的大量资源。然而，正是信息的爆炸使我们迷惑和烦恼。比如，当我们在网上寻找某方面信息的时候，大量不相关的无效信息瞬间涌出，例如商业广告和低俗的娱乐新闻，这使得我们无法集中注意力来做应该做的事情，使我们做事效率低下，因此也就造成了时间的浪费。


  鉴于问题的严重性，我们应该多加注意，不要让自己分心。一方面，我们应该十分明确自己真正需要或想要做的事情。可以事先做好记录以防止自己分心。另一方面，我们应该加以训练，让自己变得更自律。最重要的是，我们自己要辨别精华和糟粕，并时刻保持专注。


  【要点用法】


  flooded with 充斥着

  due to 因为，由于

  advancement 进步，发展

  distract 转移注意力，使分心

  overwhelming 大量的；压倒一切的

  available 可获得的

  a wealth of 大量的

  thought-provoking 发人深省的，引人深思的

  admittedly 诚然，必须承认的是

  have access to 获得

  an abundance of 丰富的，大量的

  promptly 迅速地，及时地

  annoyed 恼怒的，苦恼的

  a large quantity of 大量的

  pop out 跳出，涌现

  vulgar 低俗的

  concentrate on... 集中注意力于……，专注于……

  inefficient 效率低的

  carry out 完成，执行

  in light of 鉴于，考虑到

  refrain...from... 克制……，避免……

  carry away 失去自制力

  self-disciplined 自律的

  distinguish 辨别

  essence and dross 精华和糟粕


  【句法点评】


  1. In a world flooded with too much information due to the advancement of information technology, we tend to be distracted by the overwhelming resources available.


  用一个长句开篇，点明文章的中心议题。介词的复合结构+被动语态，句式表达有亮点。


  2. Just as the famous saying goes, “A wealth of information creates a poverty of attention.”


  引出题干中的格言，呼应题干要求。


  3. Simple as it is, the saying is absolutely thought-provoking.


  进一步评价格言，起到了承上启下的作用。倒装句式的使用使表达灵活多样。


  4. Admittedly, the information age has brought us much convenience as we can have access to an abundance of resources that we need promptly.


  主体段开头先扬后抑，思维缜密，体现论证的严谨。


  5. Nevertheless, it is the information explosion that makes us confused and annoyed.


  通过转折过渡到论证的核心。强调句式的使用使表达更有力度。


  6. For instance, when we look for something online, a large quantity of irrelevant and useless information pops out at once, such as commercial advertisements and vulgar entertainment news, which prevents us from concentrating on what we should do, making it inefficient to carry out a task and thus causing a waste of time.


  用长难句举例论证，符合题干要求。定语从句和非谓语结构相结合，使表达多样化。


  7. In light of the seriousness of the problem, much attention should be paid to avoid being distracted.


  结尾段过渡自然，同时也呼应了题干要求。


  8. For one thing, we should have a very clear idea of what we really need or what we want to do. We may write it down beforehand to refrain us from being carried away. For another, we should train ourselves to be more self-disciplined.


  从两个方面阐明该如何做，层次清晰。


  9. Above all, it is up to us to distinguish the essence and dross and keep focused.


  总结句再次强化本文主旨，起到了画龙点睛的作用。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. B


  
    W: Has my order arrived yet? I had been expecting it last week.


    M: I called the company this morning. They've had some labor problems, so your order was shipped late. It should be here by the end of the week.


    Q: What has caused the delay of the shipment?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 三项提到了关于错误方面的词汇（problems, error, misplacing）。


  2. C项和D项中的order和goods与订货有关。


  结论：对话与货物订单有关，很可能考查订货过程中出现的问题。


  【解析】对话开头女士询问她的订单是否已经到货，男士回答说发货的公司由于劳工问题，延迟了那笔订单的发货，故答案为B。labor problems意为“劳工问题”。ship用作动词时意为“运送；装船；发货”。


  2. C


  
    W: I don't agree with Mr. Johnson's views on social welfare. He seems to suggest the poor are robbing the rich.


    M: He might have used better words to express his idea. But I think what he said makes a lot of sense.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 一项提到social welfare，一项提到poor people，推测对话可能与社会福利和社会人群有关。


  2. 由C项中的agrees和D项中的sympathetic可知，本题很可能考查男士的观点态度。


  结论：对话讨论的是社会福利方面的话题，很可能考查男士的观点态度。


  【解析】女士说她不同意约翰逊先生就社会福利问题提出的穷人在抢劫富人的观点，男士用but一词引出自己的观点：约翰逊先生的说法很有道理。make a lot of sense意为“很有道理”。故选C。


  3. D


  
    M: Liz, I just found out I have a meeting and can't pick up the kids after that soccer practice. Will you be able to pick them up in time?


    W: Yes. That won't be a problem. I think I can finish early today.


    Q: Why does the man say he can't pick up the kids?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四个选项均以he开头，说明本题考查的内容与男士有关。


  2. 根据选项中出现的has work to finish、practicing soccer、has a tough problem和attending a meeting可知，本题考查男士的活动安排。


  结论：本题考查的内容与对话中的男士有关，很可能考查他的活动安排。


  【解析】男士说他刚发现自己有一个会议要参加，所以没法去接孩子了，他询问女士是否能去接孩子。故选D。


  4. A


  
    W: Mary is going to get a little dog from one of her relatives.


    M: Really? But I hear her apartment building is about to place a ban on pet animals.


    Q: What does the man imply?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四个选项均以Mary开头，说明对话中肯定提到了玛丽。


  2. 两项中出现了dog，两项中出现了pet，对话应该涉及养宠物，而且很可能是养宠物狗。


  结论：对话很可能与玛丽养宠物狗有关。


  【解析】女士说玛丽将从她的亲戚那里领养一条小狗，但男士却听说玛丽所住的公寓楼将要禁止养宠物，也就是说玛丽将不能在楼里养狗。故选A。


  5. C


  
    W: I can never tell whether it's Lisa or Gale on the phone. Their voices sound incredibly similar.


    M: That's about the only thing they have in common for twins, believe it or not.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 一项中出现了twin sisters，一项中出现了the twins，一项中提到了Lisa and Gale，说明对话中提及了一对双胞胎，而且很可能是一对双胞胎姐妹。


  2. 由C项中的not very much alike和D项中的quite different可以推测，本题考查的内容与双胞胎的相似点或不同点有关。


  结论：对话内容与一对双胞胎姐妹有关，可能考查她们的相似点或不同点。


  【解析】女士说她在电话中永远都无法分清莉萨和盖尔，因为她们的声音听起来太像了。男士说这几乎是莉萨和盖尔唯一的相似之处了，言外之意是，她们不太相像。故选C。incredibly意为“非常地；令人难以置信地”。


  6. B


  
    W: Jay, what does the fax from our associates in Britain say?


    M: They want to know if the economic crisis will affect our ability to carry out the deal we signed last November.


    Q: What are the speakers talking about?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 由选项中出现的economic crisis、business associates、package deal和financial problems可以推测，对话很可能谈论的是经济方面的问题。


  2. 两项中出现了their，听音时需注意其指代的对象。


  结论：本题考查对话谈论的某个经济方面的问题。


  【解析】女士询问英国合伙人发来的传真的内容，男士回答说对方想知道经济危机是否会影响他们执行已签协议的能力。男士的话比较有干扰性，但二人谈论的是英国合伙人发来的传真的具体内容，答案主要由女士所说的话得出，故选B。C项中的a package deal意为“一揽子（一整套）协议”。


  7. A


  
    M: Do you think you'll be able to get this ink stain out of my pants?


    W: It won't be a problem. But I need to send them over to our main cleaning facility. That's an extra day's time.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以the man开头，本题可能考查与男士有关的内容。


  2. 一项提到了cleaning the pants，一项提到了cleaning facility，对话很可能与洗衣服有关。


  结论：本题考查男士衣物的清洗情况，可能涉及清洗的费用和时间等问题。


  【解析】男士询问女士自己裤子上的墨渍是否可以洗掉，女士说没有问题，但是需要把裤子送到清洗总店去，这样要多花费一天的时间。由此可知，洗男士的裤子将比一般情况下花费的时间更长，故选A。


  8. D


  
    W: That looks like a protest rally. I wonder what they're protesting against.


    M: That sign says they are against importing luxury goods from Europe. They seem to be getting so worked up about that.


    Q: What are the speakers talking about?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 有两项分别提到了goods和products，对话很可能提及某类产品或货物。


  2. 一项提及markets，对话可能与某类产品或货物面向的市场有关。


  3. 一项提及protest rally，是一种负面结果或问题。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能与商业活动有关。


  【解析】女士说人们在进行抗议集会，她想知道集会的原因。男士说标语上写着他们在抗议从欧洲进口奢侈品，很明显答案为D, protest rally意为“抗议集会”，worked up 意为“激愤的”。


  Conversation One


  W: What is it, Bob? ［9］You sounded pretty serious on the phone. Have we still got a budget problem?


  M: I don't know. I hope not. The meeting's on Friday. But that's not what I want to talk to you about. Er... Close the door, will you? It's Marsha.


  W: Marsha? What about her?


  M: I'm worried. I don't know what to do. ［10］She is just not performing. We may have to let her go.


  W: Fire her? She's been with us a long time, Bob. If she leaves, it'll be a big loss to us. She's done really excellent work.


  M: Yes. But lately, the last month or so, in fact, there've been a lot of problems. She's changed. Not only does she have a tendency to be moody all the time, but she misses appointments, doesn't follow through on projects and doesn't seem to plan anything till the last minute.


  W: En... Did she ever explain why she didn't show up for the Denver Trip?


  M: No. She said she was sorry and it wouldn't happen again. ［11］Something about a mix-up on arrangements to get to the airport. Now whenever anybody mentions the subject to her, she just goes silent. I don't know. Thank goodness. David pulled us out of the hole on that one.


  W: Yes. He did a really fine job, filling in for Marsha like that at the last minute.


  M: ［12］I don't think it was the first time he's had to do that. If we knew all the facts, I think we'd find that he's been covering for Marsha on quite a few projects.


  9. What did the man do before he came to see the woman?


  10. What does the man say about Marsha?


  11. How did Marsha explain why she didn't show up for the Denver Trip?


  12. What does the man say about David?


  9. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头。


  2. 四项为一般过去时。


  3. 两项含有表示问题或不愉快的事情的词语（quarrel, problem）。


  结论：该题是对男士过去所做的某件事进行提问，内容可能涉及某些不愉快的事情。听音时，应将重点放在各选项的关键词（talked...on the phone, business trip, quarrel, budget problem）上。同时选项中出现了Marsha这一人名，听音时也应对相关信息多加留意。


  【解析】对话一开始，女士说男士在电话中的声音听起来很严肃，问是不是预算方面又出了问题。由此可知，男士在见到女士之前，先跟她通过电话。故选项A正确。选项B属于过度推断，对话中男士只说想跟女士谈谈玛莎的事情，并没有提到他和玛莎是否吵架，故可排除；C项对话中未提及；选项D属于强干扰项，因为budget problem这一短语在女士的话中原词出现，但结合男士的回答可以知道，预算是不是又出了问题要等到周五才能知晓，而非他解决了一个预算方面的问题，故也可排除。


  10. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以she开头。


  2. 两项含有表示问题或表现不佳的负面词语（problem, poor performance）。


  3. 三项含有与工作或公司相关的词语（fired, supervises, projects, firm, budget planning）。


  结论：该题可能是对女士提问，也可能是对上题中提到的玛莎（Marsha）进行提问，需要在听音时结合问题作出判断。该题考查的内容可能是某位女士在工作中存在的问题或者不佳表现，听音时应将重点放在选项中的关键词上。


  【解析】对话中，在女士问男士是否预算方面又出了问题之后，男士给予了否定回答，说想跟她谈谈别的事情，与玛莎有关。接着他又说道，他很发愁，不知道该怎么办，玛莎就是不能好好完成工作，他们可能得让她离开公司了。由此可见，四项中只有B项与此意思一致，为正确答案。其他三项文中均未提及，均可排除。


  11. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项出现了her，两项以she开头。


  2. 两项含有与出差或旅行有关的词汇（go on the trip, arrive at the airport）。


  3. 三项含有表示意外或否定的词汇（something unexpected, failed to arrive...on time, not feeling herself）。


  结论：该题是对某位女士进行提问，同样需要先根据问题判断she和her的具体指代对象。该题考查的内容可能与女士因意外或自身问题没能出差或旅行有关。听音时应将重点放在各选项的关键词上，并结合问题作出最终的判断。


  【解析】对话中，女士问男士，玛莎有没有跟他解释没有参加丹佛之行的原因。男士说她没有解释，只是说自己很抱歉，以后不会再发生类似的事情了，她好像把日程安排弄混了，没能去机场。由此可知，根据玛莎的解释，她没参加丹佛之行是因为没有按时到达机场。故选C项。其他三项对话中均未提及，均可排除。


  12. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头，两项出现了Marsha。


  2. 四项均出现了表示经常或一直的词语（often, has been trying, always, frequently）。


  3. 两项含有与工作表现不佳相关的内容（fails to follow through on his projects, gets things mixed up），两项含有表示两人关系的词语（He...cover for Marsha, He...finding fault with Marsha）。


  结论：该题是对某位男士进行提问，可能涉及他通常的工作表现，或者在工作上与玛莎之间的关系。听音时，应将重点放在各选项的关键词上，然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话的最后，男士说多亏了戴维在危急关头替玛莎完成了工作，并说他觉得戴维已经不是第一次那样做了，在了解所有的事情之后就会发现戴维已经临时顶替玛莎完成了很多项目。四个选项中，只有B项与此意思一致，故为正确答案。A项中的follow through on...projects和D项中的mixed up对话中都有提及，但是说的是玛莎而非戴维，故均可排除；C项文中未出现，也可排除。


  Conversation Two


  M: You are the headmistress of Oxford high school for girls. How many girls do you have here?


  W: We have 650 girls.


  M: In your experience, do girls do better academically and later professionally in single sex schools?


  W: Yes. I think they do better academically. And you can measure that very crudely from examination results. ［13］I also think they do better academically because they have more opportunities to take the leading role in discussions and in managerial responsibilities. ［14］I think they see the role models of the chief positions in the school being held by women.


  M: I wonder if you could say then, in a few words, what the advantages are for a girl at a single sex school.


  W: Well, I think within the classroom, she is going to have full opportunity to express her own opinions. She isn't going to be shouted down by overconfident young gentlemen.


  M: Are teenagers in particular, do you think, sheltered too much from contact with the opposite sex? Does this cause them difficulties when they find themselves in mixed groups?


  W: Well, I would like to find the parents who could shelter girls from the opposite sex if they live in Oxford. ［15］They encounter boys all the time socially out of school and through debating societies and things like that, some school activities as well.


  M: So, no disadvantages at all?


  W: I don't think there are any disadvantages. I think that is grossly overstated that one needs to have contact with the opposite sex right through the whole of life, in the classroom and outside the classroom and at all ages.


  13. What does the woman say about the girls in her school?


  14. What do we learn about the woman's school?


  15. What does the woman say about the girl's social life?


  13. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以they开头。


  2. 四项均含有表示积极意义的词语（better sheltered, take an active part, more motivated to compete with, have more opportunities, develop their leadership skills）。


  结论：本题可能是对they所拥有的某些优点或者强项进行提问，听音时应关注与各选项中的关键词有关的内容，注意听清they的指代对象，然后根据各选项的内容作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话的开头部分，当男士问女孩在单一性别的学校上学成绩是不是更好时，女士回答说，她们的成绩确实会更好，这一点可以简单地根据考试成绩进行衡量，同时也是因为她们有更多的机会在讨论和管理职责方面占据主导地位。由此可见，女士学校的女孩拥有更多的机会去发展自己的领导才能，D项为正确答案。其他三项对话中均未提及，都可排除。


  14. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以its开头。


  2. 两项含有表示学生的词语（students），三项含有表示女性的词语（women）。


  3. 两项含有表示职位的词语（managerial posts, chief positions）。


  结论：根据选项中的Its students和Its teaching staff可以判断出，Its指代的对象是学校，该题是对某学校的情况进行考查，可能涉及女学生的在校情况，或者女教师在学校的岗位或地位情况，听音时应将重点放在各选项的关键词（managerial posts, role models, chief positions, teaching staff）上，然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】对话中，在回答男士提出的女生的成绩是不是更好的问题时，女士提到，该校的女生学习成绩更好还在于拥有更多的机会在讨论和管理职责方面占据主导地位，同时提到女生们会注意到学校的主要职位的模范人物都是女性。由此可知，选项C为正确答案。A项中的managerial和B项中的role models在对话中都有提及，但只是根据原词重现设置的干扰项，都可排除。D项并未提及，也无法推断出，也可排除。


  15. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以they开头，两项以it开头。


  2. 两项含有与社交有关的内容（meet the opposite sex, isolated from the outside world）。


  结论：根据A项中的meet the opposite sex以及上一题的推断，they可能指代女生或者女教师。该题可能考查某一女性群体的社交生活状况。it的指代情况尚不清楚，需要根据听音内容及问题进行判断。


  【解析】在对话中，当男士问在单一性别的学校上学，会不会阻碍女孩与异性接触，使得她们在男女共处的场合感到不自在时，女士回答说她希望女孩的父母能保护女孩在牛津就读期间不受异性影响，但是她们在校外、辩论社和类似团体以及参加一些学校活动时都有机会遇到男孩子。由此可知，女孩们有足够多的机会接触异性，A项为正确答案。B、C两项文中都未提及，D项与对话内容不符。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  Larry arrived early for his speaking engagement. He positioned the table so that he could move close to the audience at strategic points in the speech. ［16］He had read that speakers can be more persuasive if they invade the personal space of listeners, encouraging an emotional response. For the same reason, he placed the chairs close to each other, and raised the temperature to a slightly uncomfortable level. ［17］The purpose of the speech was to encourage the audience of corporate executives and local business owners to support local sports groups. To enhance his credibility with the audience, Larry had brought some slides of his family attending sports events. One photo showed him at an award ceremony where he had been honored for his financial contribution to a local baseball team. Realizing that this particular audience would find his regional accent unattractive, Larry planned to speak with an accent that would be more acceptable to his audience. ［18］After reading a book on how to dress for success, he had purchased an expensive dark navy suit and golden tie. He chose colors and styles known to communicate power and influence. ［19］Just before people began entering the hall, Larry dimmed the lights and turned up the sound system, which was playing soft music, hoping to create a warm personal atmosphere for the speech. He hoped that these added effects would encourage his audience to support local sports teams. He had also planned the content of his speech to focus on the teams with the best records, the ones that had won the most games in the last season.


  16. How can a speaker make himself more persuasive when delivering a speech?


  17. For what purpose was Larry going to make a speech?


  18. Why did Larry purchase an expensive navy suit and golden tie?


  19. Why did Larry dim the lights and turn up the sound system before people entered the hall?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的speaking、listeners、audience和多次出现的sports可以大致推断，本文很可能与讲话或演讲有关，讲话或演讲的内容很有可能涉及体育方面的话题。需要重点关注相关信息。

  


  16. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都是以介词by开头的介宾短语，表示“通过，以……方式”。


  2. 两项含有与“说”有关的词（speaking, accent, voice）。


  结论：本题很可能考查与讲话方式有关的内容。


  【解析】短文开头部分提到，拉里知道，讲话者可以通过侵入听众的个人空间使自己的演讲更有说服力，故选项D正确。选项A的干扰性较强，原文中间部分提到，拉里打算采用一种听众更易接受的口音来进行演讲，这是为了吸引听众的注意力，文章并未说他是不是采用当地的口音，也没有提到这种口音可以使他的演讲更具说服力，故排除；选项B和C文中没有提到。


  17. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都是以to开头的不定式短语，表目的。


  2. 三项含有与“体育”有关的词（sportsmanship, sports event, sports groups）。


  结论：本题很可能考查做某事的目的，而且该目的与体育运动或体育团体有关。


  【解析】短文中间部分提到，拉里做这次演讲的目的是，激励公司高管和当地的企业家支持当地的体育团体，故选项C正确。表目的的不定式经常是出题点所在，考查做某事的目的或原因，听音时要多加注意。


  18. C


  【解题思路】四项都以they开头，是关于they的评价性描述。听音时需注意they指代的对象。


  【解析】题目问的是，Larry为何购买了一套昂贵的深蓝色正装和一条金色的领带。听力短文中间部分提到，拉里根据一本书中的说法购买了这套衣服和领带，因为人们公认这种颜色和款式可以凸显气势和影响力，有助于获得成功，故选项C正确。此处they指代的是这套深蓝色正装和金色的领带。


  19. A


  【解题思路】四项都是以to开头的不定式短语，表目的，由此可以大致推测，本题考查的是某人做某事的目的。


  【解析】听力短文末尾部分提到，就在听众到来之前，拉里调暗了灯光，将音响系统的音量调大，为他的演讲营造出温馨的私人氛围，故选项A正确。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  ［20］Phyllis Wheatley was a young African-American slave who belonged to landowner John Wheatley in colonial America. She was also a poet and the first African-American ever to publish a book. Her Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral was printed in Boston in 1773, three years before the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Early slaves were generally denied education, but Wheatley was allowed by her owner to study poetry, Latin and the Bible. And by the time she reached her late teens, she had written enough poetry to put together a slender book of verse. Even so, publication was difficult. ［21］The publisher, fearful of being cheated, forced her to submit to a scholarly examination by a board of educated men, including the colonial governor. The board of judges questioned Wheatley extensively and ruled that she was educated enough to have written the book. Only then was publication permitted. Wheatley may have been the first, but she was not the only slave to write a book during the growing days of the Republic. Unfortunately, most of the early popular African-American writers have been all but forgotten in modern times until now. A Cornell Professor Henry Louis Gates recently started a research project looking into 19th century African-American fiction and poetry. ［22］In the process, he uncovered numerous lost works, almost half of which were written by African-American women. In varied literary styles, the newly resurfaced manuscripts offered a rich stock of African-American culture, recreating among other things the early days of slavery and the importance of religion to the slaves.


  20. What does the speaker say about Phyllis Wheatley?


  21. What was Wheatley forced to do to get her book published?


  22. What did Professor Henry Louis Gates uncover in the process of his research?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，其中出现很多与文学或著作有关的词，如book, poet, scholarly, scripts, literary, manuscripts, works等，还有she、female、her和women等与女性有关的词，由此可以大致判断，本文内容很可能与女性文学家或女性作家有关。需要重点关注相关信息。

  


  20. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都以she开头，且四项都是关于she的身份的表述。


  2. 三项都含有与美国殖民地奴隶制时期有关的词（slave, Colonial America）。


  3. 两项含有与文学有关的词（publish a book, poet）。


  结论：本题很可能考查美国殖民地时期一位女性的情况，且该女性与文学（著作或诗歌）有关。


  【解析】听力短文开头提到，菲莉斯·惠特利是一名年轻的奴隶，还是一名诗人，是第一位出版了图书的非裔美国人，故选项A正确。选项B、C文中没有提到；选项D的干扰性较强，文中只提到了菲莉斯·惠特利的主人约翰·惠特利允许她接受教育，但并未提到她是主人的第一个受过教育的奴隶，故排除选项D。


  21. B


  【解题思路】四项都是动宾短语，故本题考查的应该是某人的具体行为。


  【解析】题目问的是惠特利为了把书出版，被迫做了什么事。短文中间部分提到，出版商担心受骗，于是强迫她接受一群学者和殖民地总督对她的诗作进行学术审查，故选项B正确。选项A说的是惠特利向殖民地总督求助，但其实殖民地总督是来对她的作品进行审查的，故选项A错误；选项C、D文中没有提到。


  22. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都是名词短语。


  2. 四项都含有与文字或文学有关的词汇（scripts, literary works, manuscripts, works）。


  3. 两项含有与奴隶有关的词汇（slaves, slavery）。


  结论：本题很可能考查作品方面的问题，且这些作品可能与奴隶或奴隶制有关。


  【解析】本文末尾处提到，康奈尔大学教授亨利·路易斯·盖茨在对19世纪非裔美国作家的小说和诗歌进行研究的过程中，发现了大量已经遗失的作品，其中将近半数的作者是非裔美国女性，故选项D正确。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  In today's personality stakes, nothing is more highly valued than a sense of humor. We seek it out in others and are proud to claim it in ourselves, perhaps even more than good looks or intelligence. ［23］If someone has a great sense of humor, we reason, it means that they are happy, socially confident and have a healthy perspective on life. ［24］This attitude would have surprised the ancient Greeks, who believed humor to be essentially aggressive. “And in fact, our admiration for the comically gifted is relatively new and not very well-founded,” says Rod Martin, a psychologist at the University of Western Ontario.


  Being funny isn't necessarily an indicator of good social skills and well-being, his research has shown—it may just exactly be a sign of personality flaws. ［25］He has found that humor is a double-edged sword. It can forge better relationships and help you cope with life, or it can be corrosive, eating away self-esteem and irritating others. “It's a form of communication, like speech, and we all use it differently,” says Martin. We use bonding humor to enhance our social connections, but we also may employ it as a way of excluding or rejecting an outsider.


  Though humor is essentially social, how you use it says a lot about your sense of self. Those who use self-defeating humor, making fun of themselves for the enjoyment of others, tend to maintain that hostility toward themselves, even when alone. Similarly, those who are able to view the world with amused tolerance are often equally forgiving of their own shortcomings.


  23. How do people today view humor according to the speaker?


  24. What did ancient Greeks think of humor?


  25. What has psychologist Rod Martin found about humor?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题所有选项，由其中的关键词a trait of generous character、a sign of happiness and confidence、a reflection of self-esteem、an indicator of high intelligence、the essence of comedy、admirable、a unique gift of human beings等可大致推断，本文很可能与某种正面事物的特点有关，而且可能是有关人的某方面的特点。但从self-defeating、aggressive、a double-edged sword等词可以看出这种特点是有利有弊的，因此，听录音时需特别注意与人类具备的某种特点有关的词以及它的优点和缺点，应注重对短文细节信息的提取。

  


  23. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为陈述句，主语都是it。


  2. 四项均是描述性的，从trait、reflection、sign、indicator可看出是描述某种特征，而且都是积极方面的。


  结论：本题考查的应该是某种性格特征的细节，注意与选项相关的内容。


  【解析】题目问现在人们怎样看待幽默，由此可知it指代幽默，考生应特别注意时间点“现在”。在听力短文的前面部分提到了我们认为具有幽默感的人快乐、自信，并且拥有健康的人生观。故C项为正确答案。其他三项均与文章内容不符，故应排除。


  24. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为陈述句，主语都是it。


  2. 四项均是描述性的，其中两项带有褒义，另外两项带有贬义。


  结论：本题考查的应该也是文中讨论的某种性格特征的细节，应注意与选项相关的内容。


  【解析】文中提到，现在的人们认为具有幽默感的人快乐、自信并且拥有健康的人生观，而这种看法可能会让古希腊人感到惊讶，因为他们认为幽默在本质上是具有挑衅意味的。故D项为正确答案。A项在文中未被提及；B项是现在人们对幽默的看法；C项是作者在后文对某种幽默方式的描述，均与问题不符，都可排除。


  25. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为陈述句，主语都是it。


  2. 四项均是描述性的。


  结论：本题考查的也是文中讨论的某种性格特征的细节，应注意与选项相关的内容。


  【解析】文中提到，心理学家罗德·马丁的研究表明幽默也很有可能是性格缺陷的一种迹象，它既可以使人们之间的关系变得更加融洽，也能侵蚀自尊并激怒别人。因此，幽默是一把双刃剑。故B项为正确答案。A项和C项在文中均未提及。D项为干扰项，只陈述了一个大众普遍接受的事实，但题目问的是罗德·马丁的发现，因此可以排除。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  It is important that we be mindful of the earth, the planet out of which we are born and by which we are nourished, guided, healed—the planet, however, which we have ［26］abused to a considerable degree in these past two centuries of ［27］industrial exploitation. This exploitation has reached such ［28］extremes that presently it appears that some hundreds of thousands of species will be ［29］extinguished before the end of the century.


  In our times, human shrewdness has mastered the deep ［30］mysteries of the earth at a level far beyond the capacities of earlier peoples. We can break the mountains apart; we can drain the rivers and flood the valleys. We can turn the most luxuriant forests into throwaway paper products. We can ［31］tear apart the great grass cover of the western plains and pour ［32］toxic chemicals into the soil until the soil is dead and blows away in the wind. We can pollute the air with acids, the rivers with sewage（污水）, the seas with oil. We can invent computers ［33］capable of processing ten million calculations per second. And why? To increase the volume and the speed with which we move natural resources through the consumer economy to the junk pile or the waste heap. Our managerial skills are measured by the competence ［34］manifested in accelerating this process. If in these activities the physical features of the planet are damaged, if the environment is made inhospitable for ［35］a multitude of living species, then so be it. We are, supposedly, creating a technological wonderworld.


  
    26. abuse 滥用

    27. industrial 工业的

    28. extreme 极端

    29. extinguished 灭绝的

    30. mystery 奥秘

    31. tear apart 毁灭

    32. toxic 有毒的

    33. capable of 有能力的

    34. manifest 显示，展现

    35. a multitude of 大量的

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  有些绩效评估需要主管们采取行动。得到良好评价的员工可能应得到某种形式的认可，甚至晋升。如果主管不承认这种杰出的表现，员工可能会丧失［36］积极性，不再那么努力，或者在一家会对他们的优异表现［37］给予奖励的公司谋一份新工作。主管应当承认优异表现，以便于员工在今后继续有良好表现。


  得到负面评价的员工也必须被给予关注。主管必须［38］弄清楚（这些员工）表现欠佳的原因。有些原因，比如家人生病，可能会对业绩有暂时性的不利［39］影响，但可以得到纠正。其他一些原因，比如工作态度恶劣，可能并不是暂时性的。当主管给予员工负面评价时，他们必须决定是否应采取［40］额外的行动。如果员工没有意识到自己的低效，那么负面评价可以指出员工必须纠正的低效的状况。在这种情况下，主管可能只需要［41］密切监督这些员工，确保这种低效的状况得以纠正。


  如果员工在评估期之前就已经意识到他们的低效状况，但是他们可能没有能力或者不情愿纠正这种状况。这种情况要严重得多，主管可能需要采取行动。这种行动应当与公司的指导方针保持［42］一致，可能会包括重新为这些员工分配工作，使其暂时［43］停职，或者将其解雇。主管对表现不佳的员工所采取的行动能［44］影响其他员工的态度。如果表现不佳的员工没有受到［45］惩罚，其他员工对此的反应可能是同样降低自己的生产效率。


  【答案解析】


  36. H) enthusiasm


  语法判断：空格前是动词lose和形容词性物主代词their，由此可知空格处应填入名词。


  语义判断：符合语法判断的备选名词有circulation（循环；流通）、enthusiasm（积极性，热情）、impact（影响）、penalty（惩罚）和reward（奖励，回报）。空格所在句为if条件状语从句的主句，由句首的if条件状语从句“如果主管不承认这种杰出的表现”可以推知，主句说的是员工会因此而丧失积极性（enthusiasm）。故选H。


  37. L) reward


  语法判断：由at a firm that will ______ them for high performance可知，此处that引导的是定语从句，修饰限定先行词firm，空格处应填入动词原形，作定语从句的谓语动词，且能构成...sb. for sth.的结构。备选动词原形选项有affect（影响）、assimilate（同化）、identify（弄清楚，确认）、impact（影响）和reward（给予……奖励）。


  语义判断：结合上题的解析，此处定语从句的主句提到员工可能会失去积极性，不再那么努力，或者在另一家公司谋一份新工作。定语从句是对该公司的修饰限定，由此可知，此处应该是指该公司会对他们的优异表现“给予奖励”，reward符合此意，故本题选L。reward sb. for sth.意为“因为某事而给予某人奖励”。


  38. I) identify


  语法判断：空格前为情态动词must，空格后为the reasons，由此可知，空格处应填入一个动词原形，与the reasons构成动宾搭配。备选动词原形选项中还有affect（影响）、assimilate（同化）、identify（弄清楚，确认）和impact（影响）。


  语义判断：空格所在句的前一句提到，得到负面评价的员工也必须被给予关注，由此可知空格所在句应该说的是，主管必须弄清楚（这些员工）表现欠佳的原因，“弄清楚表现欠佳的原因”就是“给予关注”的一种实际行动。identify符合文意，故本题选I。


  39. J) impact


  语法判断：空格前有动词have，空格后有介词on，可见此处考查have...on...的结构，而且空格前有形容词adverse（不利的），由此可知，空格处应填入一个名词。备选名词选项还有circulation（循环；流通）、impact（影响）和penalty（惩罚）。


  语义判断：下文提到，其他一些原因，比如工作态度恶劣，可能并不是暂时性的，可见空格所在句是在列举一些情况，而且这些情况应该属于暂时性的，造成的只是暂时性的影响，即impact，故本题选J。have a temporary adverse impact on performance意为“对业绩有暂时性的不利影响”。


  40. A) additional


  语法判断：空格前有动词take，空格后为名词actions，由此可知，空格处应填入形容词或分词，修饰actions。符合语法判断的备选形容词有additional（额外的）、consistent（一致的，相符的）、vulnerable（易受攻击的），分词有simplifying（简化的）和suspending（中止的，暂停的）。


  语义判断：空格所在句为when引导的时间状语从句的主句，时间状语从句为“当主管给予员工负面评价时”，由此可判断主句应该是说，他们必须决定是否应采取“额外的”行动，即additional，故本题选A。


  41. F) closely


  语法判断：空格所在部分有两套并列的动宾结构：monitor the employees和ensure that...，由and连接，空格前的monitor the employees语意完整，缺少作修饰成分的状语，故可以判断空格处应填入副词。符合语法判断的备选副词有aptly（适当地，恰当地）和closely（接近地；严密地；密切地）。


  语义判断：由空格后and引出的ensure that the deficiencies are corrected（确保这种低效的状况得以纠正）可以判断，前面与其并列的部分应该说的是“密切”监督这些员工，closely符合语境，故答案为F。


  42. G) consistent


  语法判断：此处考查be...with...这一结构，可填入的词应为形容词或分词，符合语法判断的形容词还有consistent（一致的，相符的）和vulnerable（易受攻击的），分词有simplifying（简化的）和suspending（中止的，暂停的）。


  语义判断：该结构中with后面的内容是the firm's guidelines（公司的指导方针），由此能够判断，前面填入的词应选形容词consistent，因为be consistent with the firm's guidelines“与公司的指导方针保持一致”符合此处语境。故本题选G。be consistent with意为“与……相符”。


  43. N) suspending


  语法判断：分析句子结构可知，空格所在部分位于or连接的三个并列动名词短语结构中，reassigning the employees to new jobs、_______ them temporarily以及firing them共同作include的宾语。由此判定空格应填入动名词，符合语法判断的动名词选项有simplifying（简化）和suspending（停职）。


  语义判断：结合上题解析，空格所在句应该是说这种行动应与公司的指导方针一致，可能包括重新为这些员工分配工作，使其暂时“停职”，或者将其解雇，suspending符合此处语境，故答案为N。


  44. B) affect


  语法判断：空格前为情态动词can，空格后为名词短语the attitudes of other employees，由此可知，空格处应填入动词原形，备选动词原形选项还有affect（影响）和assimilate（同化）。


  语义判断：由主语A supervisor's action toward a poorly performing worker可判断，此处应该说的是主管对表现不佳的员工所采取的行动能“影响”其他员工的态度。affect符合此处语境，故答案为B。


  45. K) penalty


  语法判断：空格前为no，空格后为is imposed on an employee，由此判断空格处应填入名词，作此处if条件状语从句的主语。符合语法判断的备选名词选项还有circulation（循环；流通）和penalty（惩罚）。


  语义判断：此处if条件状语从句的主句为other employees may react by reducing their productivity as well（其他员工对此的反应可能是同样降低自己的生产效率），由此可判断，if从句应该说的是如果表现不佳的员工得不到“惩罚”，penalty符合文意，故答案应为K。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  大学入学申请论文：为何这500字让我们抓狂？


  A）梅格是在华盛顿郊区从事律师职业的一位母亲，那里到处都是从事律师职业的母亲。数十万高中毕业生都度过了一个痛苦的秋季，她的儿子道格就是其中的一员。向他最喜欢的大学提出申请的截止日期是11月1日，可是直到10月初他还没有填好申请表格。更糟糕的是，他还没有为申请所需随附的个人论文确定好一个主题。［48］按照大学里流传的说法，一篇言辞优美的论文具有打动招生委员会的力量。他想一件一件完成，”梅格为她儿子的拖延解释道。“但事实上，我的儿子是个严重的拖延症患者。论文是最棘手的事情，所以他拖延得最久。”她的朋友们和其他有过入学申请经验的人已经提醒了梅格，学生写论文，然后父母进行修改，这样反反复复的过程会非常痛苦。


  B）两年前，我最小的孩子也遭受过这件事的折磨——（与现在相比）当时算得上是美好的往昔岁月——如果申请大学入学资格的高中生能够忍受得了父母的烦扰纠缠，他们可以一直拖延到高三那一年的元旦才进行申请。但是大学招生的紧张形势瞬息万变。［47］近年来，重点高等学院或大学趋向于早做决定、早采取行动，这使得许多学生将传统的截止日期1月份提前至11月1日或12月初。


  C）可以拖延的时间已经被缩短，但焦虑和恐惧的真正源头仍同往常一样存在着，其源头并不在于入学申请本身。大学入学申请是一次相对直接的问卷调查，询问以下基本信息：姓名、地址、家族史、工作经历。填写问卷不会带来什么不好的结果——只需要20分钟的时间就可以填写完成——但需随附一篇个人论文那就另当别论了。


  D）“申请过程之所以会造成这样的焦虑是可以理解的。”纽约杰克逊高地花园学校的大学录取咨询处主任莉萨·索默说道。“这不是单纯意义上的写作。到目前为止，其他的所有事情都已确定。你的课程量、等级排名和测试成绩都已经确定。但是论文依然是你可以掌控的，它是开放性的。因此，学生们就会不由自主地写了又改，改完后再改。”要不就是一拖再拖。


  E）入学申请论文及其神秘的重要性，是最近才有的事情。［55］20世纪30年代时，只有十分之一的美国人能够取得四年制大学的学位，招生委员会只要求申请者提交一篇在校期间所写的论文样例，以此来评估他们的写作能力。到了20世纪50年代，大多数的学校都要求学生提交一份简短的个人陈述，以说明为什么选择申请这所学校而不是别的学校。


  F）如今，近70%的高中毕业生进入大学（包括两年学制和四年学制的院校）学习。［50］且不说竞争的加剧，孩子们经历了一个完全不同于婴儿潮时期出生的那一代人所了解的过程。几乎所有的申请材料都在网上提交，通用申请网提供一种被400多所学校所接受的通用表格，包括全国最具竞争力的那些大学。


  G）［46］那些学校通常有自己的论文写作要求，但是最长的论文，最多500字的那种，是通用申请网通常要求随附的。学生们要在六个问题中选择一个。申请人被要求描述一个他们面临过的道德困境及其对他们的影响，或者讨论一个他们特别关心的公众话题，或者讲述一个虚构的角色或一部给他们带来深刻影响的富有创意的作品。另一个问题要求他们写出“多样化”的重要性（同样是针对他们而言）——“多样化”这个词在美国高等教育里发挥着一种神奇的力量。最受欢迎的选择是：自己选一个话题写作。


  H）“尤其是男孩儿们会看着其他的问题说‘哦，工作量太大了。’”密歇根州安阿伯市的公立学校的顾问约翰·博肖文说道。“他们认为，如果自己选择一个话题的话，‘我就可以用上去年写的有关罗马帝国的历史论文，用第一人称把它改写为申请论文！’结果他们写出的东西十分荒唐。”


  I）和博肖文这样的招生专家聊过之后，你就意识到论文写作中的“禁忌”远多于“规定”。“读书报告不行，历史论文不行，人物分析也不行。”索默说道。


  J）［51］“孩子们轻易地就陷入老生常谈的境地中，这能把你逼疯，”博肖文说道。“他们意识不到自己的经历有多典型。‘我在和劲敌对决的足球比赛中踢进了制胜的一球。’‘我爷爷曾参加过第二次世界大战，我也希望某天能像他一样。’［51］这些经历或许对孩子个人来说意义重大，但是就入学申请论文来说，它们无足轻重。读者只看第一段就会失去兴趣。”


  K）“这篇论文中你最大的着力点”，大学理事会的入门书上提到，“是大概17年以来你所熟悉的话题：你自己。形式和风格都非常熟悉，最好的是，你是针对“你自己”这个主题的世界一流的专家……自你长高至能够正视浴室里的镜子时，它就一直是你每天早晨近距离观察的对象。”通用申请网提示部分的关键词正是“你自己”。


  L）大学入学论文包括美国社会最重大的主题——身份焦虑，孝顺父母，智力标准——所以这个国家的文化中过分关注的自尊问题迟早会影响这些主题。［54］即使问题表面上是关于自我以外的事情（描述一个虚构的角色或解决一个地缘政治问题），论文终归还是要回到那个最受人喜爱的主题：它对你有什么影响？


  M）宾夕法尼亚州摩尔西斯堡高中的比尔·麦克林蒂克说：“至于论文造成的所有焦虑，只是整个难题的一小部分。我从事大学招生有十年了。［53］我看到孩子们和家长们为这件事焦头烂额。在大多数地方，论文并不是大学在做录取决策的过程中的一个重要因素。”


  N）许多招生负责人说他们在每一份申请（包括论文）上花费的时间只有几分钟。根据一项有关招生负责人的最新调查，只有四分之一的私立大学表示论文在评估申请时起着“相当重要的作用”。公立学院和大学中，这个比例降到了约十分之一。［52］比较而言，86%的高校认为申请者的成绩“相当重要”，70%的高校则看重“课程优势”。


  O）［49］即便如此，在最具竞争力的高校，成千上万的候选人也许会提交同样高的等级排名和测试成绩，对于两位具有相同资格的候选人来说，论文之类的边缘项目或许会起到决定成败的作用。这个想法一定足够使像梅格这样的律师母亲继续热情高涨，因为她会尽力帮助她的儿子选择一个论文话题。有一天，她以为她想出了一个好的题目。“他爸爸是法国人，”她说。“我说，或许你可以写这个话题以使你与众不同。你知道：你有一半法国血统，一半美国血统。我说，‘你可以写写你的身份问题。’他说，‘我没有任何身份问题！’他说得对。他是一个完全适应环境的正常孩子。但那不足以写成一篇好的论文，不是吗？”


  【答案解析】


  46. G


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词an essay of up to five hundred words。文章段落中提及入学申请论文的具体字数的只有G段。该段首句指出，最具竞争力的那些学校通常有自己的论文写作要求，但是最长的论文，最多500字的那种，是通用申请网通常要求随附的。题干是对原文的同义改写，其中up to对应原文中的maximum, five hundred words对应原文中的500 words。


  47. B


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词selective colleges and universities和traditional deadline。文章中同时提到这两个关键词的只有B段。该段最后一句提到，近期，重点高等学院或大学趋向于早做决定、早采取行动，这使得许多学生将传统的申请截止日期1月份提前到了11月1日或12月初。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，关键词selective colleges and universities和traditional deadline是原词复现。


  48. A


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词personal essay、sway和admissions committee。文章中同时提及论文和招生委员会的段落只有A段和E段，但E段主要阐述的是招生委员会过去的做法，指出提交随附论文是最近才有的事情。A段第五句提到，一篇措辞优美的论文具有打动招生委员会的力量。可见，题干是对原文的同义转述，其中essay和admissions committee是原词复现，sway对应原文中的seduce。


  49. O


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词distinguishes them from the rest。文章中提到以论文来区分申请者优劣的内容只在O段出现。该段第一句提到，在最具竞争力的学校，成千上万的候选人也许会提交同样高的等级排名和测试成绩，对于两位具有相同资格的候选人来说，论文之类的边缘项目或许会起到决定成败的作用。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的distinguishes...from对应原文中的serve as a tie-breaker between...。


  50. F


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词competition getting more intense和baby boomers。文章段落中提及竞争加剧和婴儿潮一代的内容只有F段。该段第二句指出，除竞争加剧之外，孩子们经历了一个完全不同于婴儿潮一代所了解的过程。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的competition getting more intense对应原文中的increased competition, totally different from则对应原文中的utterly transformed from。


  51. J


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词their own experiences和clichés。文章段落中提及申请者写作个人经历和老生常谈的内容只在J段。该段中引用了密歇根州安阿伯市的公立学校的顾问约翰·博肖文的话，提到孩子们会轻易陷入老生常谈的境地中，他们意识不到自己的经历有多典型；这些经历或许对孩子本身意义重大，但是就申请论文来说，它们无足轻重，读者只看第一段就会失去兴趣。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，其中slip into clichés是原词复现，failing to engage the reader对应原文中的lose the reader。


  52. N


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词a recent survey和consider an applicant's grades highly important。文章段落中提到成绩在申请中的重要性的是N段。该段第二至四句提到，根据一项近期的调查，86%的公立学院和大学“相当看重”申请者的成绩。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述，其中的most 对应原文中看重成绩的公立学校的百分比，即86 percent, consider an applicant's grades highly important则对应原文中的place “considerable importance” on an applicant's grades。


  53. M


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词lots of anxiety和decision-making process。文章段落中提到申请论文给人带来焦虑及其在大学招生决策过程中所起的作用的内容只有M段。该段指出，论文造成的所有焦虑只是招生难题的一小部分；在大多数地方，论文并不是大学在做录取决策过程中的一个重要因素。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述，其中it does not play so important a role对应原文中的it is simply not a big variable。


  54. L


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词outside the self和its impact on you。文章段落中同时提及论文写作主题和影响的内容在L段。该段最后一句指出，即使表面上看起来问题是关于自我以外的事情，但论文终归还是要回到最受人喜爱的主题上：它对你有什么影响？由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，其中outside the self和its impact on you是对原文的原词复现，center around对应原文中的invariably returns to。


  55. E


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词in the old days和submit a sample of their school papers。文章段落中涉及过去的内容在B段和E段出现。而B段主要说的是申请截止时间的改变，可排除。E段论述的才是过去的招生委员会对于申请者的评选方式。该段第二句提到，20世纪30年代时，招生委员会只要求申请者提交一篇学校论文的样本，以此来评估他们的写作能力。故题干是对原文的同义转述。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  ［56］在各种最有趣的政府报告中，有一份是估算家长在孩子身上的花销的报告。不出所料，这项费用数目巨大。由一对夫妇组成的中产阶级家庭（2009年的平均税前收入为76250美元）每年花在一个孩子身上的费用大约是12000美元。如果将通货膨胀因素考虑在内的话，将一个孩子抚养到17岁的费用总计将达286050美元。


  这些枯燥的统计数字应该会激化当前关于赤字的争论，因为预算并不仅仅是罗列一些计划和税收的编目。［60］它反映了一个社会的优先事项和价值观。我们的社会并不是很重视抚养孩子——尽管说辞与此相反。当前的预算政策对父母课以重税来赡养老年人。与此同时，针对儿童的税收减免力度并不大。［57］［60］如果赤字削减进一步加剧这种失衡倾向，可能有更多的美国人会选择不要孩子或少生孩子。这样下去的话经济衰退在所难免。


  人口无法更新换代的社会会阻碍投资和创新。商品和服务市场将会萧条和不断萎缩。年龄结构的老化会抑制社会的变革。不考虑外来移民的话，为了稳定人口结构，每名女性必须平均生育两个孩子，就是说人口生育率是2.0。许多经济陷入困境的国家的生育率远远低于这个水平。


  虽然生育子女是非常个人化的决定，但也受到文化、宗教、经济和政府政策的影响。约翰·霍普金斯大学的社会学家安德鲁·切尔林说，对于生育率在不同国家存在差异的原因，“没有人能给出合理的答案”。在欧洲，逐渐衰弱的宗教信仰也许是低生育率的部分原因。在日本，年轻女性或许正在反抗像她们的母亲那样过上脱离社会而去养育孩子的生活。［58］普遍的乐观和悲观情绪也会产生影响。满怀希望助推了美国的婴儿潮。切尔林说，苏联解体以后，“对未来的忧虑”抑制了俄罗斯和东欧的生育率。


  在贫困的社会里，人们生育孩子是为了改善他们的经济状况，因为这样既可以增加家庭劳动力的数量，等他们年老时孩子也可以赡养父母。［59］在富裕的社会里，逻辑通常是相反的。如今政府的养老政策减少了人们生育孩子的需求。《国家事务》杂志的经济学家罗伯特·斯坦报道说，一些研究表明，为退休人员提供的安全网（即社会保障）导致美国的人口出生率降低了0.5，而西欧则下降了近1.0。同样，一些夫妇不生育孩子是因为他们不想牺牲自己的生活方式，不愿花费时间和金钱去照顾一个家庭。


  美国的年轻人面对的是一个已然惨淡的劳动力市场，因此无法为他们生育孩子注入信心。提高税收无济于事。［60］美国企业研究所的尼古拉斯·埃伯施塔特说道：“如果高额的税收使得抚养孩子的费用更高昂，人们对于再要一个孩子会慎之又慎。”这似乎也是人之常情，尽管有很多因素会影响人们做出是否要成为父母这一决定。


  
    【论说文：美国的人口出生率受到了税收政策的不利影响】


    第一段：在美国，养育孩子的花费很高。


    第二、三段：当前的税收政策降低了生育率，对国家的经济造成了不利的影响。


    第四段：人口生育率并不仅仅是个人决定的问题，还受到多方面因素的影响。


    第五段：在贫困社会和富裕社会里，人们对于养育孩子有不同的态度。


    第六段：高税收不利于人们养育孩子，政府应削减税收。

  


  【答案解析】


  56. B


  定位：根据题干的信息词government report可以把答题线索定位到第一段第一句。


  解析：文章首句提到，在各种最有趣的政府报告中，有一份是估算家长在孩子身上的花销的报告。接着具体说明了这份报告的内容，指出“不出所料，这项费用数目巨大。由一对夫妇组成的中产阶级家庭（2009年的平均税前收入为76250美元）每年花在一个孩子身上的费用大约是12000美元。如果将通货膨胀因素考虑在内的话，将一个孩子抚养到17岁的费用总计将达286050美元”，可见养育孩子的花销很大，所以答案为B。本段论述的重心在养育孩子的费用，选项A和D谈及“家庭支出”，扩大了论述的范围，应排除。本段并未提及预算削减，排除C。


  57. C


  定位：根据题干的信息词the consequence和a shrinking population，可以把答题线索定位到第二段最后两句。


  解析：第二段倒数第二句提到“如果赤字削减进一步加剧这种失衡倾向，可能有更多的美国人会选择不要孩子或少生孩子”，此处“更多的美国人会选择不要孩子或少生孩子”即表明人口会萎缩，接着下一句指出“这样下去的话经济衰退在所难免”，即人口萎缩会导致经济衰退，故答案选C。文中并未提及“国力受到削弱”和“社会不安定”，可排除。“外来移民”在第三段提到，但与题干无关，也应排除。


  58. A


  定位：根据题干的信息词accounted for和America's baby boom，可以把答题线索定位到第四段第六句。


  解析：第四段第五句提出“普遍的乐观和悲观情绪也会产生影响”，紧接着第六句举例说“满怀希望助推了美国的婴儿潮”，可见美国婴儿潮出现的原因就是人们对未来普遍都充满着希望，所以选项A正确。该段第三句指出“在欧洲，逐渐衰弱的宗教信仰也许是低生育率的部分原因”，可排除C。选项B和选项D在原文中并未提及，均可排除。


  59. D


  定位：根据题干的信息词in wealthy countries和have fewer children，可以把答题线索定位到第五段第二、三句。


  解析：本段第二句指出“在富裕的社会里，逻辑通常是相反的”，紧接着下一句具体说明了这个逻辑，即“如今政府的养老政策减少了人们生育孩子的需求”，可见在富裕的国家里，政府会帮助人们养老，从而导致人们生孩子的意愿降低，故正确答案为D。本段最后一句提到“同样，一些夫妇不生育孩子是因为他们不想牺牲自己的生活方式，不愿花费时间和金钱去照顾一个家庭”，这里指有些夫妇“不愿花费时间和金钱”，而不是“承担不起抚养孩子所耗费的时间和金钱”，可排除B。选项A和C文中并未提及，可排除。


  60. D


  定位：根据题干的信息词the author's purpose可知本题考查主旨大意，需综合全文得出答案。


  解析：作者在第二段首句指出“这些枯燥的统计数字应该会激化当前关于赤字的争论，因为预算并不仅仅是罗列计划和税收的编目”，并进一步指出“当前的预算政策对父母课以重税来赡养老年人。与此同时，针对儿童的税收减免力度并不大。如果赤字削减进一步加剧这种失衡倾向，可能有更多的美国人会选择不要孩子或少生孩子”。最后一段引用尼古拉斯·埃伯施塔特的话总结，指出“如果高额的税收使得抚养孩子的费用更高昂，人们对于再要一个孩子会慎之又慎”，可见本文主要探讨的是高额的税收不利于人们养育孩子，从而会导致美国经济的衰退，因此呼吁政府为养育孩子减税，从而提高美国的生育率，故答案选D。选项A属于强干扰项，最后一段第一句指出“美国的年轻人面对的是一个已然惨淡的劳动力市场，因此无法为他们生育孩子注入信心”，此处是指就业情况无法给美国的年轻人信心，这是客观情况，并不是指作者要给年轻人抚养孩子注入信心，选项A是对文意的曲解，应排除。最后一段第三句提到，在当前的情况下，人们对于再要一个孩子会慎之又慎，并不是说作者建议人们慎重，实际上，作者是鼓励人们多生育孩子的，可排除B。文中并未“鼓励年轻人照顾老年人”，且显然这不是本文的主旨，应排除。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  太空探索一直是梦想家的领域：人类的想象力轻松地展翅高飞，而人类的创造力在尽力跟随。［61］《月球旅行》经常作为第一部科幻小说而被提及，这部小说是西哈诺·德·贝热拉克在1649年写成的。在西哈诺故去并且被安葬了整整三个世纪后第一艘载人火箭才飞上天。


  1961年，肯尼迪总统宣布美国将在20世纪60年代末将人类送上月球。［62］他的这番话同样具有梦幻色彩。这番话中蕴含的乐观和雄心，与两年后马丁·路德·金发表的最为著名的梦想演说大致相同。20世纪60年代末，两种梦想都产生了具体的结果，并改变了美国社会。然而，在很多方面，这两种梦想最终表现出来的是彼此之间的差异。［63］为种族平等和经济平等而进行的斗争非常实际，而且它所产生的影响立竿见影。探索太空的推动力却与之截然相反，其目标更具有象征意义，简直给人一种游离现实的感觉。


  待尘埃落定，太空梦想家们失败了。阿波罗计划之后没有宏伟的后续计划。在技术上妥协的太空飞船项目终结了，后继无人。永恒不变的理由是资金紧张，在地球上我们有更多紧迫的问题尚待解决。在大家都为眼前的联邦赤字担忧的情况下，探索太空好似一件可有可无的奢侈品——好像从每年的预算中节省千分之一就能够解决我们（目前面临）的问题一样。


  但是人类的创造力在努力前行。美国国家航空航天局正在研发一系列的机器人探测器，这将使利益最大化。它们将像现代的麦哲伦一样，为后来的探险者——不论是人或者是机器，对太阳系进行测绘。另一方面，类似维珍银河这样的公司正在策划一场自下而上的进军太空的梦想，以使太空旅行对公众开放成为现实。在数年之内，富有的平民百姓也可实现私人宇宙飞行。再过10年或20年，宇宙飞行将成为一件稀松平常的事情。


  太空梦想家最终会使我们大家都受益——不只是因为他们扩展人类知识的方式，或者因为他们研发出来的衍生技术，而是因为两种梦想互相支持。马丁·路德·金和约翰·肯尼迪都被一种信念所打动，即人类能够跨越那些曾经被认定的固有限制。［65］表面上看，我们今天面对着能源、环境和保健问题的挑战，明天，我们也将跨越这一切，而梦想家们将功不可没。我们收集的关于我们这个物种具有伟大能力的证据越多，我们切实实现的伟大壮举就会越多。


  
    【议论文：梦想为人类指明方向，创造力助人类实现梦想】


    第一段：梦想总是先于行动，在太空探索方面亦如此。


    第二段：将太空探索的梦想与马丁·路德·金演讲中的种族平等和经济平等的梦想对比，原本是两种同样重要且应该并行的梦想，却有很多差别。


    第三段：太空探索的梦想落空，联邦政府给出的理由是资金紧张。


    第四段：美国国家航空航天局和一些私营公司没有停歇太空探索的脚步，他们都在为太空探索做努力。


    第五段：作者认为两种梦想并不矛盾，两者的核心理念都是人类的创造力能够征服一切困难。

  


  【答案解析】


  61. A


  定位：根据题干关键词Cyrano de Bergerac可以迅速将答题线索定位到文章第一段。


  解析：文章第一段提到“《月球旅行》经常作为第一部科幻小说而被提及，这部小说是西哈诺·德·贝热拉克在1649年写成的。在西哈诺故去并且被安葬了整整三个世纪后第一艘载人火箭才飞上天。”也就是说早在300多年前，西哈诺就在书中描述了关于太空旅行的梦想，300多年后这一梦想才得以实现。可见，梦想是行动的指路标，或者换句话说“想象力是发明之母”，这与选项A的表述是一致的，故选A。根据常识推断，想象力对科幻小说作家来说应该是至关重要的，而不是创造力，故排除选项B。选项C和选项D从整篇文章来看表述是正确的，但是这并非是作者提及西哈诺·德·贝热拉克的目的，故排除。


  62. C


  定位：文章第一次出现关键词Kennedy的地方是在第二段，仔细阅读后可以将答题线索定位到第二段。


  解析：文章第二段提到“他的这番话同样具有梦幻色彩。”这与C项表述的内容一致，故选C。选项A和D文章没有提到，故排除。选项B所述内容与文章内容相反，文章说“探索太空的推动力却与之截然相反”，而B项说“它与实现种族平等一样紧迫”，故排除。


  63. A


  定位：根据题干关键词America's aim to explore space可以将答题线索定位在第二段末。


  解析：文章第二段末提到“为种族平等和经济平等而进行的斗争非常实际，而且它所产生的影响立竿见影。探索太空的推动力却与之截然相反，其目标更具有象征意义，简直给人一种游离现实的感觉。”由此可知美国探索宇宙的目标不像为种族平等和经济平等而斗争的梦想那样能够产生立竿见影的效果，即“它可能不会带来立竿见影的经济利益”，故选A。B项所述内容本身是正确的，但是文章中并没有提到这一点，故排除。C项与文章后文的内容相反，后文提到“两种梦想互相支持”，而不是一种梦想无助于另一种梦想的实现，故排除。D项文章没有提及，而且从常识来判断也是错误的，探索太空是深入了解其他星球的前提，而非深入了解其他星球的结果，故排除。


  64. D


  定位：本题是态度观点题，要从整篇文章的角度来解答。


  解析：纵观全文，作者对太空探索的态度应该是支持的。尤其是第三段的最后一句提到“在大家都为眼前的联邦赤字担忧的情况下，探索太空好似一件可有可无的奢侈品——好像从每年的预算中节省千分之一就能够解决我们（目前面临）的问题一样。”同时最后一段说太空梦想家最终会使大家都受益，即太空计划有助于人类。可见作者认为太空探索计划不是可有可无的项目，故选D。


  65. B


  定位：题干中的关键词the problems facing是文章最后一段中的we face seeming challenges的同义转述，故将答题线索定位到最后一段。


  解析：文章最后一段提到“表面上看，我们今天面对着能源、环境和保健问题的挑战，明天，我们也将跨越这一切，而梦想家们将功不可没。”换句话说，作者认为人类面临的问题迟早会因人类的创造力而得到解决，与B项表述的内容一致，故选B。其他三个选项在文章中都没有提到，故排除。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  The Chinese garden is a unique landscape in virtue of evolution of more than three thousand years1. It includes not only the large gardens built by the royal family for enjoyment2, but also the private ones built by scholars, businessmen and former government officials for getting rid of the hustle and bustle of the outside world3. These gardens constitute a kind of miniaturized landscape which aims at displaying the due harmonious relationship between human and nature4. Typical Chinese gardens are surrounded by walls. In the gardens there are ponds, rockworks, trees, flowers and plants, and various architectures that are connected by winding paths or corridors. When rambling in the gardens, people can enjoy a series of elaborately designed landscapes which are presented in front of them like a landscape painting scroll5.


  【译点精析】


  1. 经过三千多年演变而成：“经过”可以翻译为in virtue of或者through；“演变”在此处本为动词，被转译为了名词evolution。词性的转换是翻译的技巧之一，目的是为了简化句子结构，使表达更为顺畅。


  2. 为皇室成员享乐而建造的大型花园：翻译此处需进行拆分，首先，“为皇室成员享乐而建造的”是“大型花园”的定语，应该用过去分词短语来表达；其次，“为皇室成员享乐”又是“建造”的修饰限定成分，表目的，故可用for引出。


  3. 为摆脱嘈杂的外部世界：“摆脱”翻译为get rid of；“嘈杂的外部世界”再次进行了词性之间的转换，“嘈杂的”本为形容词，这里将其转化为名词短语，用the hustle and bustle来表示。


  4. 构成了一种意在表达人与自然之间应有的和谐关系的微缩景观：“构成”译为constitute；“人与自然之间应有的和谐关系”翻译为the due harmonious relationship between human and nature；“微缩景观”翻译为miniaturized landscape。


  5. 一系列精心设计的景观犹如山水画卷一般展现在面前：此处有两层含义，一是“一系列精心设计的景观”，二是“犹如山水画卷一般展现在面前”，通过这种拆分，可以把第二层含义看作是对第一层含义的修饰说明，将其译成定语从句，即which are presented in front of them like a landscape painting scroll。


大学英语六级考试2013年12月真题（第三套）


  


Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay commenting on the remark “The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it.” You can give examples to illustrate your point and then explain what you will do to make your life more meaningful. You should write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words.


  [image: 0001]


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) The man failed to keep his promise.

  B) The woman has a poor memory.

  C) The man borrowed the book from the library.

  D) The woman does not need the book any more.


  2. A) The woman is making too big a fuss about her condition.

  B) Fatigue is a typical symptom of lack of exercise.

  C) The woman should spend more time outdoors.

  D) People tend to work longer hours with artificial lighting.


  3. A) The printing on her T-shirt has faded.

  B) It is not in fashion to have a logo on a T-shirt.

  C) She regrets having bought one of the T-shirts.

  D) It is not a good idea to buy the T-shirt.


  4. A) He regrets having published the article.

  B) Most readers do not share his viewpoints.

  C) Not many people have read his article.

  D) The woman is only trying to console him.


  5. A) Leave Daisy alone for the time being.

  B) Go see Daisy immediately.

  C) Apologize to Daisy again by phone.

  D) Buy Daisy a new notebook.


  6. A) Batteries.

  B) Garden tools.

  C) Cameras.

  D) Light bulbs.


  7. A) The speakers will watch the game together.

  B) The woman feels lucky to have got a ticket.

  C) The man plays center on the basketball team.

  D) The man can get the ticket at its original price.


  8. A) The speakers will dress formally for the concert.

  B) The man will return home before going to the concert.

  C) It is the first time the speakers are attending a concert.

  D) The woman is going to buy a new dress for the concert.


  Questions 9 to 11 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) He wants to sign a long-term contract.

  B) He is good at both language and literature.

  C) He prefers teaching to administrative work.

  D) He is undecided as to which job to go for.


  10. A) They hate exams.

  B) They all plan to study in Cambridge.

  C) They are all adults.

  D) They are going to work in companies.


  11. A) Difficult but rewarding.

  B) Varied and interesting.

  C) Time-consuming and tiring.

  D) Demanding and frustrating.


  Questions 12 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  12. A) Interviewing a movie star.

  B) Discussing teenage role models.

  C) Hosting a television show.

  D) Reviewing a new biography.


  13. A) He lost his mother.

  B) He was unhappy in California.

  C) He missed his aunt.

  D) He had to attend school there.


  14. A) He delivered public speeches.

  B) He got seriously into acting.

  C) He hosted talk shows on TV.

  D) He played a role in East of Eden.


  15. A) He made numerous popular movies.

  B) He has long been a legendary figure.

  C) He was best at acting in Hollywood tragedies.

  D) He was the most successful actor of his time.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 19 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) It carried passengers leaving an island.

  B) A terrorist forced it to land on Tenerife.

  C) It crashed when it was circling to land.

  D) 18 of its passengers survived the crash.


  17. A) He was kidnapped eight months ago.

  B) He failed in his negotiations with the Africans.

  C) He was assassinated in Central Africa.

  D) He lost lots of money in his African business.


  18. A) The management and union representatives reached an agreement.

  B) The workers' pay was raised and their working hours were shortened.

  C) The trade union gave up its demand.

  D) The workers on strike were all fired.


  19. A) Sunny.

  B) Rainy.

  C) Windy.

  D) Cloudy.


  Passage Two


  Questions 20 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  20. A) Some of them had once experienced an earthquake.

  B) Most of them lacked interest in the subject.

  C) Very few of them knew much about geology.

  D) A couple of them had listened to a similar speech before.


  21. A) By reflecting on Americans' previous failures in predicting earthquakes.

  B) By noting where the most severe earthquake in U.S. history occurred.

  C) By describing the destructive power of earthquakes.

  D) By explaining some essential geological principles.


  22. A) Interrupt him whenever he detected a mistake.

  B) Focus on the accuracy of the language he used.

  C) Stop him when he had difficulty understanding.

  D) Write down any points where he could improve.


  Passage Three


  Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  23. A) It was invented by a group of language experts in the year of 1887.

  B) It is a language that has its origin in ancient Polish.

  C) It was created to promote economic globalization.

  D) It is a tool of communication among speakers of different languages.


  24. A) It aims to make Esperanto a working language in the U.N.

  B) It has increased its popularity with the help of the media.

  C) It has encountered increasingly tougher challenges.

  D) It has supporters from many countries in the world.


  25. A) It is used by a number of influential science journals.

  B) It is widely taught at schools and in universities.

  C) It has aroused the interest of many young learners.

  D) It has had a greater impact than in any other country.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  George Herbert Mead said that humans are talked into humanity. He meant that we gain personal identity as we communicate with others. In the earliest years of our lives, our parents tell us who we are. “You're (26)__________.” “You're so strong.” We first see ourselves through the eyes of others, so their messages form important (27)__________ of our self-concepts. Later we interact with teachers, friends, (28)__________ partners, and co-workers who communicate their views of us. Thus, how we see ourselves reflects the views of us that others communicate.


  The (29)__________ connection between identity and communication is (30)__________ evident in children who (31)__________ human contact. Case studies of children who were isolated from others reveal that they lack a firm self-concept, and their mental and psychological development is severely hindered by lack of language.


  Communication with others not only affects our sense of identity but also directly influences our physical and emotional (32)__________. Consistently, research shows that communicating with others promotes health, whereas social isolation (33)__________ stress, disease, and early death. People who lack close friends have greater levels of anxiety and depression than people who are close to others. A group of researchers reveal (34)__________ studies that trace the relationship between health and interaction with others.


  The conclusion was that social isolation is statistically as dangerous as high blood pressure, smoking and obesity. Many doctors and researchers believe that loneliness harms the immune system, making us more (35)__________ to a range of miner and major illnesses.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  Cell phones provide instant access to people. They are creating a major 　36　 in the social experiences of both children and adolescents. In one recent U.S. survey, about half the teens polled said that their cell phone had 　37　 their communication with friends. Almost all said that their cell phone was the way they stayed in touch with peers, one-third had used the cell phone to help a peer in need, and about 80% said the phone made them feel safer. Teenagers in Australia, 　38　, said that their mobile phones provided numerous benefits and were an 　39　 part of their lives; some were so 　40　 to their phones that the researchers considered it an addiction. In Japan, too, researchers are concerned about cell phone addiction. Researchers in one study in Tokyo found that more than half of junior high school students used their phones to exchange e-mails with schoolmates more than 10 times a day.


  Cell phones 　41　 social connections with peers across time and space. They allow young people to exchange moment-by-moment experiences in their daily lives with special partners and thus to have a more 　42　 sense of connection with friends. Cell phones also can 　43　 social tolerance because they reduce children's interactions with others who are different from them. In addition to connecting peers, cell phones connect children and parents. Researchers studying teenagers in Israel concluded that, in that 　44　 environment, mobile phones were regarded as “security objects” in parent-teen relationships—important because they provided the possibility of 　45　 and communication at all times.


  
    A) affiliated

    B) attached

    C) contact

    D) contend

    E) continuous

    F) diminish

    G) endurance

    H) foster

    I) hazardous

    J) improved

    K) instantaneous

    L) intrinsic

    M) relatively

    N) shift

    O) similarly

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  Waste Not, Want Not


  Feeding the 9 Billion: The Tragedy of Waste


  A) By 2075, the United Nations' mid-range projection for global population is about 9.5 billion. This means that there could be an extra three billion mouths to feed by the end of the century, a period in which substantial changes are anticipated in the wealth, calorie intake and dietary preferences of people in developing countries across the world. Such a projection presents mankind with wide-ranging social, economic, environmental and political issues that need to be addressed today to ensure a sustainable future for all. One key issue is how to produce more food in a world of finite resources.


  B) Today, we produce about four billion metric tonnes of food per year. Yet due to poor practices in harvesting, storage and transportation, as well as market and consumer wastage, it is estimated that 30-50% of all food produced never reaches a human stomach. Furthermore, this figure does not reflect the fact that large amounts of land, energy, fertilisers and water have also been lost in the production of foodstuffs which simply end up as waste. This level of wastage is a tragedy that cannot continue if we are to succeed in the challenge of sustainably meeting our future food demands.


  Where Food Waste Happens


  C) In 2010, the Institution of Mechanical Engineers identified three principal emerging population groups across the world, based on characteristics associated with their current and projected stage of economic development.


  
    	Fully developed, mature, post-industrial societies, such as those in Europe, characterised by stable or declining populations which are increasing in age.


    	Late-stage developing nations that are currently industrialising rapidly, for example China, which will experience declining rates of population growth, coupled with increasing affluence （富裕） and age profile.


    	Newly developing countries that are beginning to industrialise, primarily in Africa, with high to very high population growth rates, and characterised by a predominantly young age profile.

  


  D) Each group over the coming decades will need to address different issues surrounding food production, storage and transportation, as well as consumer expectations, if we are to continue to feed all our people.


  E) In less-developed countries, such as those of sub-Saharan Africa and South-East Asia, wastage tends to occur primarily at the farmer-producer end of the supply chain. Inefficient harvesting, inadequate local transportation and poor infrastructure （基础设施） mean that produce is frequently handled inappropriately and stored under unsuitable farm site conditions.


  F) In mature, fully developed countries such as the UK, more-efficient farming practices and better transport, storage and processing facilities ensure that a larger proportion of the food produced reaches markets and consumers. However, characteristics associated with modern consumer culture mean produce is often wasted through retail and customer behaviour.


  G) Major supermarkets, in meeting consumer expectations, will often reject entire crops of perfectly edible fruit and vegetables at the farm because they do not meet exacting marketing standards for their physical characteristics, such as size and appearance.


  H) Of the produce that does appear in the supermarket, commonly used sales promotions frequently encourage customers to purchase excessive quantities which, in the case of perishable foodstuffs, inevitably generate wastage in the home. Overall between 30% and 50% of what has been bought in developed countries is thrown away by the purchaser.


  Better Use of Our Finite Resources


  I) Wasting food means losing not only life-supporting nutrition but also precious resources, including land, water and energy. As a global society, therefore, tackling food waste will help contribute towards addressing a number of key resource issues.


  J) Land Usage: Over the last five decades, improved farming techniques and technologies have helped to significantly increase crop yields along with a 12% expansion of farmed land use. However, a further increase in farming area without impacting unfavourably on what remains of the world's natural ecosystems appears unlikely. The challenge is that an increase in animal-based production will require more land and resources, as livestock （牲畜） farming demands extensive land use.


  K) Water Usage: Over the past century, human use of fresh water has increased at more than double the rate of population growth. Currently about 3.8 trillion m3 of water is used by humans per year. About 70% of this is consumed by the global agriculture sector, and the level of use will continue to rise over the coming decades.


  L) Better irrigation can dramatically improve crop yield and about 40% of the world's food supply is currently derived from irrigated land. However, water used in irrigation is often sourced unsustainably. In processing foods after the agricultural stage, there are large additional uses of water that need to be tackled in a world of growing demand. This is particularly crucial in the case of meat production, where beef uses about 50 times more water than vegetables. In the future, more effective washing techniques, management procedures, and recycling and purification of water will be needed to reduce wastage.


  M) Energy Usage: Energy is an essential resource across the entire food production cycle, with estimates showing an average of 7-10 calories of input being required in the production of one calorie of food. This varies dramatically depending on crop, from three calories for plant crops to 35 calories in the production of beef. Since much of this energy comes from the utilisation of fossil fuels, wastage of food potentially contributes to unnecessary global warming as well as inefficient resource utilisation.


  N) In the modern industrialised agricultural process—which developing nations are moving towards in order to increase future yields—energy usage in the making and application of fertilizers and pesticides represents the single biggest component. Wheat production takes 50% of its energy input for these two items alone. Indeed, on a global scale, fertiliser manufacturing consumes about 3-5% of the world's annual natural gas supply. With production anticipated to increase by 25% between now and 2030, sustainable energy sourcing will become an increasingly major issue. Energy to power machinery, both on the farm and in the storage and processing facilities, adds to the energy total, which currently represents about 3.1% of annual global energy consumption.


  Recommendations


  O) Rising population combined with improved nutrition standards and shifting dietary preferences will exert pressure for increases in global food supply. Engineers, scientists and agriculturalists have the knowledge, tools and systems that will assist in achieving productivity increases. However, pressure will grow on finite resources of land, energy and water. The potential to provide 60-100% more food by simply eliminating losses, while simultaneously freeing up land, energy and water resources for other uses, is an opportunity that should not be ignored. In order to begin tackling the challenge, the Institution recommends that:


  
    	The UN Food and Agriculture Organization work with the international engineering community to ensure the governments of developed nations put in place programmes that transfer engineering knowledge, design know-how, and suitable technology to newly developing countries. This will help improve produce handling in the harvest, and immediate post-harvest stages of food production.


    	Governments of rapidly developing countries incorporate waste minimisation thinking into the transport infrastructure and storage facilities currently being planned, engineered and built.


    	Governments in developed nations devise and implement policy that changes consumer expectations. These should discourage retailers from wasteful practices that lead to the rejection of food on the basis of cosmetic characteristics, and losses in the home due to excessive purchasing by consumers.

  


  46. Elimination of waste alone can potentially provide over sixty percent more food for the growing world population.


  47. The production and application of fertilisers and pesticides account for the largest part of energy use in the modern industrialised agricultural process.


  48. Consumers in developed countries throw away nearly half of their food purchases because they tend to buy in excessive quantities.


  49. It is recommended that engineering knowledge and suitable technology in developed countries be introduced to developing countries to improve produce handling in the harvest.


  50. The predicted global population growth means that ways have to be found to produce more food with finite resources.


  51. A further expansion of farming area will adversely impact on the world's natural ecosystems.


  52. Perfectly eatable fruit and vegetable crops often fail to reach supermarkets due to their size or physical appearance.


  53. Poor practices in harvesting, storage and transportation have resulted in a waste of much of the food we produce and thus a waste of land and resources.


  54. Food waste in less-developed countries happens mainly at the producers' end.


  55. Beef consumes far more water to produce than vegetables.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  Call it the “learning paradox”: the more you struggle and even fail while you're trying to learn new information, the better you're likely to recall and apply that information later.


  The learning paradox is at the heart of “productive failure,” a phenomenon identified by researcher Manu Kapur. Kapur points out that while the model adopted by many teachers when introducing students to new knowledge—providing lots of structure and guidance early on, until the students show that they can do it on their own—makes intuitive sense, it may not be the best way to promote learning. Rather, it's better to let the learners wrestle （较劲） with the material on their own for a while, refraining from giving them any assistance at the start. In a paper published recently, Kapur applied the principle of productive failure to mathematical problem solving in three schools.


  With one group of students, the teacher provided strong “scaffolding”—instructional support—and feedback. With the teacher's help, these pupils were able to find the answers to their set of problems. Meanwhile, a second group was directed to solve the same problems by collaborating with one another, without any prompts from their instructor. These students weren't able to complete the problems correctly. But in the course of trying to do so, they generated a lot of ideas about the nature of the problems and about what potential solutions would look like. And when the two groups were tested on what they'd learned, the second group “significantly outperformed” the first.


  The apparent struggles of the floundering （挣扎的） group have what Kapur calls a “hidden efficacy”: they lead people to understand the deep structure of problems, not simply their correct solutions. When these students encounter a new problem of the same type on a test, they're able to transfer the knowledge they've gathered more effectively than those who were the passive recipients of someone else's expertise.


  In the real world, problems rarely come neatly packaged, so being able to discern their deep structure is key. But, Kapur notes, none of us like to fail, no matter how often Silicon Valley entrepreneurs praise the beneficial effects of an idea that fails or a start-up company that crashes and burns. So we need to “design for productive failure” by building it into the learning process. Kapur has identified three conditions that promote this kind of beneficial struggle. First, choose problems to work on that “challenge but do not frustrate.” Second, provide learners with opportunities to explain and elaborate on what they're doing. Third, give learners the chance to compare and contrast good and bad solutions to the problems. And to those students who protest this tough-love teaching style: you'll thank me later.


  56. Why does the author call the learning process a paradox?


  A) Pains do not necessarily lead to gains.

  B) What is learned is rarely applicable in life.

  C) Failure more often than not breeds success.

  D) The more is taught, the less is learnt.


  57. What does Kapur disapprove of in teaching?


  A) Asking students to find and solve problems on their own.

  B) Developing students' ability to apply what they learn.

  C) Giving students detailed guidance and instruction.

  D) Allowing students a free hand in problem solving.


  58. What do people tend to think of providing strong “scaffolding” in teaching?


  A) It will make teaching easier.

  B) It is a sensible way of teaching.

  C) It can motivate average students.

  D) It will enhance students' confidence.


  59. What kind of problem should be given to students to solve according to Kapur?


  A) It should be able to encourage collaborative learning.

  B) It should be easy enough so as not to frustrate students.

  C) It should be solvable by average students with ease.

  D) It should be difficult enough but still within their reach.


  60. What can be expected of “this tough-love teaching style” (Lines 7-8, Para. 5)?


  A) Students will be grateful in the long run.

  B) Teachers will meet with a lot of resistance.

  C) Parents will think it too harsh on their kids.

  D) It may not be able to yield the desired results.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  Vernon Bowman, a 75-year-old farmer from rural Indiana, did something that got him sued. He planted soybeans （大豆） sold as cattle feed. But Monsanto, the agricultural giant, insists it has a patent on the kind of genetically modified seeds Bowman used—and that the patent continues to all of the progeny （后代） of those seeds.


  Have we really gotten to the point that planting a seed can lead to a high-stakes Supreme Court patent lawsuit? We have, and that case is Bowman vs. Monsanto, which is being argued on Tuesday. Monsanto's critics have attacked the company for its “merciless legal battles against small farmers,” and they are hoping this will be the case that puts it in its place. They are also hoping the court's ruling will rein in patent law, which is increasingly being used to claim new life forms as private property.


  Monsanto and its supporters, not surprisingly, see the case very differently. They argue that when a company like Monsanto goes to great expense to create a valuable new genetically modified seed, it must be able to protect its property interests. If farmers like Bowman are able to use these seeds without paying the designated fee, it will remove the incentives for companies like Monsanto to innovate.


  Monsanto accused Bowman of patent infringement and won an $84,456 damage award. Rather than pay up or work out a settlement, Bowman decided to appeal—all the way to the Supreme Court. He said “Monsanto should not be able, just because they've got billions of dollars to spend on legal fees, to try to terrify farmers into obeying their agreements by massive force and threats.”


  The central issue in the case is whether patent rights to living things extend to the progeny of those things. Monsanto argues that its patents extend to later generations. But Bowman's supporters argue that Monsanto is trying to expand the scope of patents in ways that would enrich big corporations and hurt small farmers. They say that if Monsanto wins, the impact will extend far beyond agriculture—locking up property rights in an array of important areas. Knowledge Ecology International contends that the Supreme Court's ruling could have “profound effects” on other biotech industries.


  If this were a Hollywood movie, the courageous old Indiana farmer would beat the profit-minded corporation before the credits rolled. But this is a real-life argument before a Supreme Court that has a well-earned reputation for looking out for the interests of large corporations.This case gives the court an opportunity to rein in the growing use of patents to protect genetically engineered crops and other life forms—but the court may well use it to give this trend a powerful new endorsement.


  61. Why did Vernon Bowman get sued?


  A) He used genetically modified seeds to feed his cattle.

  B) He planted soybeans without paying for the patent.

  C) He made a profit out of Monsanto's commercial secrets.

  D) He obtained Monsanto's patented seeds by illegal means.


  62. What are Monsanto's critics hoping the Supreme Court will do?


  A) Allow small farmers to grow genetically modified soybeans.

  B) Punish Monsanto for infringing on small farmers' interests.

  C) Rule against Monsanto's excessive extension of its patent rights.

  D) Abolish the patent law concerning genetically engineered seeds.


  63. What is the argument of Monsanto and its supporters?


  A) Patent rights should be protected to encourage innovation.

  B) Bowman cannot plant the seeds without Monsanto's consent.

  C) Monsanto has the right to recover the costs of its patented seeds.

  D) Patent law on genetically modified seeds should not be challenged.


  64. What is the key issue in the Bowman vs. Monsanto case?


  A) Whether patent for seeds is harmful to agricultural production.

  B) Whether the biotech industry should take priority over agriculture.

  C) Whether measures should be introduced to protect small farmers.

  D) Whether patent for living things applies to their later generations.


  65. What do we learn from the last paragraph?


  A) Hollywood movies usually have an unexpected, dramatic impact on real-life arguments.

  B) The Supreme Court will try to change its reputation for supporting large corporations.

  C) The Supreme Court is likely to persuade the parties concerned to work out a settlement.

  D) The ruling would be in Bowman's favor if the case were argued in a Hollywood movie.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  闻名于世的丝绸之路是一系列连接东西方的路线。丝绸之路延伸6000多公里，得名于古代中国的丝绸贸易。丝绸之路上的贸易在中国、南亚、欧洲和中东文明发展中发挥了重要作用。正是通过丝绸之路，中国的造纸、火药、指南针、印刷术这四大发明才被引介到世界各地。同样，中国的丝绸、茶叶和瓷器（porcelain）也传遍全球。物质文化的交流是双向的，欧洲也通过丝绸之路出口各种商品和植物，满足中国市场的需求。


2013年12月大学英语六级考试真题精析（第三套）


  


Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  What Brings Meaning to Life?


  What brings meaning to life? This philosophical question has been speculated by many people throughout history. A philosopher once said, “The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it.” This saying has really struck a chord with me.


  It is nothing wrong for people to live only for self-realization and enjoyment, but these will soon vanish when life comes to an end. Only the positive impacts that we have made upon others or our society will make us worth remembering. Sima Qian, a famous Chinese historian, left the later generations with a better understanding of the ancient times with his Historical Records. Liu Shenglan, a scavenger of more than 90 years old, provided financial aid for more than 100 needy students. We regard them as great since many other people benefit a lot from them.


  To sum up, we scarcely have any control over the length of our life, but we can determine the width and depth of it. To lead a more meaningful life, I will do more good to others, and study hard to acquire more knowledge, so as to apply my knowledge in the future to make others' life easier and better.


  【译文】


  是什么使生命富有意义？


  是什么使生命富有意义？在历史的长河中，这是一个被许多人思考过的哲学问题。一位哲学家曾经说过：“生命的最佳用途就是用来做一些能够超越生命长度的事情。”这一说法真正引起了我的共鸣。


  人生在世，只追求自我实现和享受并没有什么错，但当生命终止的时候，这一切都会随即消失。只有我们对他人或社会所产生的积极影响使我们值得被铭记。著名的中国史学家司马迁，因著有《史记》而使后人对古代有了更好的了解；刘盛兰，一位90多岁的拾荒老人，资助了100多名贫困学生。我们之所以认为他们很伟大，就是因为有许多其他人因为他们而受益匪浅。


  总而言之，我们很难控制生命的长度，但可以决定生命的宽度和深度。为了使生命更有意义，我会多做对他人有益的事，同时努力学习更多的知识，从而在将来运用我的知识使他人的生活变得更加舒适和美好。


  【要点用法】


  philosophical 哲学的，哲理的

  speculate 深思，思考

  outlast 比……长久/活得长

  strike a chord with sb. 引起某人的共鸣

  self-realization 自我实现

  vanish 消失，绝迹

  come to an end 结束

  positive impact 积极/正面的影响

  historian 历史学家

  later generation 后代，后人

  Historical Records 《史记》

  scavenger 拾荒者

  financial aid 经济资助

  needy 贫困的

  have control over... 对……有控制权

  do good to others 做对他人有益的事


  【句法点评】


  1. What brings meaning to life? This philosophical question has been speculated by many people throughout history.


  题干中的引言实际上讨论的就是生命的真正意义。本文以一个特殊疑问句引出这一话题，随后指出这是一个许多人都思考过的问题，再引出这一引言就显得很自然了。


  2. It is nothing wrong for people to live only for self-realization and enjoyment, but these will soon vanish when life comes to an end.


  先提出对立的观点，体现思维的缜密，也加强了后续论述的效果。


  3. Only the positive impacts that we have made upon others or our society will make us worth remembering.


  Only置于句首表示强调，解释为什么那些能够超越生命长度的事情决定了生命的价值。


  4. Sima Qian, a famous Chinese historian... Liu Shenglan, a scavenger of more than 90 years old...


  以司马迁和2013年度“感动中国”人物刘盛兰为例，阐述人生的价值就在于对他人和社会的贡献，呼应了题目中“举例说明观点”的要求。


  5. To sum up, we scarcely have any control over the length of our life, but we can determine the width and depth of it.


  总结全文，引述了一句体现相同道理的中文名言，进一步强化主旨。


  6. To lead a more meaningful life, I will...


  呼应题目中的另一个要求：“解释你自己会做什么以使生命更有意义”。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. A


  
    M: Oh, I'm so sorry I forgot to bring along the book you borrowed from the library.


    W: What a terrible memory you have! Anyway, I won't need it until Friday night. As long as I can get it by then, OK?


    Q: What do we learn from this conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以the man开头，两项以the woman开头。


  2. 两项含有the book，对话可能与书有关。


  结论：通过选项中出现的failed to keep his promise和has a poor memory等可知，男女双方中有人出现了问题，而且该问题可能与书有关。


  【解析】男士向女士道歉，说忘记带女士从图书馆借的书了，可见他没有遵守（还书的）诺言，故选A。本题四个选项涉及男女双方对话的所有细节，且提问又没有明显的指向性，因此有一定难度。考生在听的过程中需要分别记清与男士和女士对应的细节，比如从图书馆借书的是女士，女士到周五晚上才需要书，是男士的记性不好等等，这样才不至于选错。


  2. C


  
    W: Doctor, I haven't been able to get enough sleep lately, and I'm too tired to concentrate in class.


    M: Well, you know, spending too much time indoors with all that artificial lighting can do that to you. Your body loses its track of whether it is day or night.


    Q: What does the man imply?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以the woman开头，需要重点关注与女士相关的内容。


  2. 由选项中的making...a fuss about her condition、fatigue和spend more time outdoors可知，女士很可能遇到了健康方面的问题。


  3. 由选项C中的情态动词should以及选项D中的tend to可知，对话中可能出现对女士的建议或者描述一般事实的内容。


  结论：对话中女士很可能由于健康问题向人咨询，而男士可能会给出建议。


  【解析】对话中男士（医生）指出：“在室内人工照明灯下待太长时间就会出现你那种状况。”即暗示女士应该多进行户外活动。故选C。


  3. D


  
    M: I think I'll get one of those new T-shirts. You know, with the school's logo on both the front and back.


    W: You'll regret it. They are expensive, and I've heard the printing fades easily when you wash them.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项中都出现了T-shirt，说明对话与T恤有关。


  2. 由A项中的the printing和B项中的logo可知，T恤上印有标志。


  3. 由C、D选项中出现的regrets、not a good idea可知，对话对购买T恤可能持负面态度。


  结论：对话与T恤有关，并且对于购买T恤可能持负面态度。


  【解析】男士说他要买一件前后都印有校徽图案的T恤，女士劝他不要买（You'll regret it.）。如果没有听懂这句，由后面的expensive和fades也可以判断出女士持反对态度。注意，A项中的The printing...has faded、B项中的logo和C项中的regrets都是诱导考生错选的干扰信息。


  4. B


  
    W: I think your article in the school newspaper is right on target, and your viewpoints have certainly convinced me.


    M: Thanks, but in view of the general responses, you and I are definitely in the minority.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项中出现article，说明对话与文章有关。


  2. 由B项可知，对话可能提到读者对文章的反应。


  3. 由D项可知，女士可能对该文章发表了自己的意见。


  结论：对话可能与文章有关，并且可能涉及读者对文章的评价。


  【解析】对话中女士称赞男士的文章。男士说：“但是鉴于普遍反应，你我肯定是少数派。”也就是说赞成男士观点的人很少。故选B。


  5. A


  
    M: Daisy was furious yesterday because I lost her notebook. Should I go see her and apologize to her again?


    W: Well, if I were you, I'd let her cool off a few days before I approach her.


    Q: What does the woman suggest the man do?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项都提到Daisy，说明对话与黛西有关。


  2. 由A、B两项可知，对待黛西有两种截然相反的做法。


  3. 由C项可知，对话的一方很可能令黛西很不高兴。


  4. D项是一种补救措施。


  结论：对话很可能围绕黛西展开，一方可能惹恼了她，向另一方征询补救措施。


  【解析】对话中男士问女士自己是否应该再次向黛西道歉，女士建议先让黛西冷静几天再去找她。故选A。


  6. A


  
    M: Would you please tell me where I can get batteries for this brand of camera?


    W: Let me have a look. Oh, yes, go down this aisle, pass the garden tools, you'll find them on the shelf next to the light bulbs.


    Q: What is the man looking for?

  


  【听前预测】根据选项可以推测，本题要考查对话中提到的某件物品。


  【解析】从对话中男士问女士的问题可知，男士要找的是电池。故选A。


  7. D


  
    M: Our basketball team is playing in the finals but I don't have a ticket. I guess I'll just watch it on TV. Do you want to come over?


    W: Actually I have a ticket, but I'm not feeling well. You can have it for what it cost me.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 由A项可知，对话双方可能在讨论某项比赛（game）。


  2. 由B、D两项可知，对话双方可能谈到比赛的门票（ticket）和票价（price）。


  3. 由C项可知，该比赛可能是篮球赛。


  结论：对话可能会围绕篮球赛、门票、票价等问题展开。


  【解析】本题是一道典型的but题。男士很想去现场看决赛但是没有门票。女士有票但是身体不舒服，可以把票原价转让给男士。只要抓住对话双方but后的内容，就不难确定答案。original是对for what it cost me的转述。故选D。


  8. A


  
    M: Honey, I'll be going straight to the theatre from work this evening. Could you bring my suit and tie along?


    W: Sure, it's the first performance of the States Symphony Orchestra in our city, so suit and tie is a must.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项都含有concert，说明对话与音乐会有关。


  2. 由A项中的dress formally和D项中的buy a new dress可知，对话可能会提到参加音乐会的着装。


  3. 由B项中的return home可以推测，对话可能与行程安排有关。


  4. 由C项中的the first time可以推测，对话可能会提到“首次”（但要注意“首次”做什么）。


  结论：对话围绕音乐会展开，并可能涉及音乐会的着装、行程安排以及“首次”。


  【解析】由going straight to the theatre from work和bring my suit and tie along可以直接排除B、D而选择A。注意，对话中the first指国家交响乐团首次在本市演出，因此可以排除C。


  Conversation One


  M: I got two letters this morning with job offers, one from the Polytechnic, and the other from the Language School in Pistoia, Italy.


  W: ［9］So you are not sure which to go for?


  M: That's it. Of course, the conditions of work are very different: The Polytechnic is offering a two-year contract which could be renewed, but the language school is only offering a year's contract, and that's a different minus. It could be renewed, but you never know.


  W: I see. So it's much less secure. But you don't need to think too much about steady jobs when you are only 23.


  M: That's true.


  W: What about the salaries?


  M: Well, the Pistoia job pays much better in the short term. I'll be getting the equivalent of about ￡22,000 a year there, but only ￡20,000 at the Polytechnic. But then the hours are different. At the Polytechnic I'd have to do 35 hours a week, 20 teaching and 15 administration, whereas the Pistoia School is only asking for 30 hours' teaching.


  W: Mmm...


  M: Then the type of teaching is so different. ［10］The Polytechnic is all adults and mostly preparation for exams like the Cambridge certificates. The Language School wants me to do a bit of exam preparation, but also quite a lot of work in companies and factories, and a couple of children's classes. Oh, and a bit of literature teaching.


  W: ［11］Well, that sounds much more varied and interesting. And I'd imagine you'd be doing quite a lot of teaching outside the school, and moving around quite a bit.


  M: Yes, whereas with the Polytechnic position, I'd be stuck in the school all day.


  9. What do we learn about the man from the conversation?


  10. What do we learn about the students at the Polytechnic?


  11. What does the woman think of the job at the Language School?


  9. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项主语都为he。


  2. 三项都含有与工作相关的词（contract, work, job）。


  3. 两项含有与选择相关的词（prefers, go for）。


  结论：该题与男士相关，可能考查他对工作或职业的选择。


  【解析】在对话的开头，女士问男士是不是无法确定选择哪一份工作，男士回答说“That's it.”。因此可知正确答案为D。


  10. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均是they的相关信息。


  2. 两项含有与学习相关的词（exams, study in Cambridge）。


  结论：该题中的they可能指学生，听音重点在hate exams、study in Cambridge、adults和work上。


  【解析】对话中男士提到，理工学院与语言学校不同，理工学院的学生都是成人，故正确答案为C。


  11. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均由两个形容词构成，可推测该题是对某事物的描述或评价。


  2. 其中B项表积极意义，C、D两项表消极意义，A项先消极后积极。


  结论：该题是说话人对某事物的描述或评价，听音时要对评价性的形容词多加留意，并注意说话人的语气和感情色彩。


  【解析】对话中，当男士对语言学校的工作进行描述之后，女士觉得语言学校的工作比理工学院的更加多样化，也更有趣，故正确答案为B。


  Conversation Two


  W: ［12］Good evening, and welcome to tonight's edition of Legendary Lives. Our subject this evening is James Dean, actor and hero for the young people of his time. Edward Murray is the author of a new biography of Dean. Good evening, Edward.


  M: Hello, Tina.


  W: Edward, tell us what you know about Dean's early life.


  M: He was born in Indiana in 1931, but his parents moved to California when he was five. ［13］He wasn't there long though because his mother passed away just four years later. Jimmy's father sent him back to Indiana after that to live with his aunt.


  W: So how did he get into acting?


  M: Well, first he acted in plays at high school, ［14］then he went to college in California where he got seriously into acting. In 1951 he moved to New York to do more stage acting.


  W: Then when did his movie career really start?


  M: 1955. His first starring role was in East of Eden. It was fabulous. Dean became a huge success. But the movie that really made him famous was his second one, Rebel Without a Cause, that was about teenagers who felt like they didn't fit into society.


  W: So how many more movies did he make?


  M: Just one more, then he died in that car crash in California in 1955.


  W: What a tragedy!He only made three movies!［15］So what made him the legend he still is today?


  M: Well, I guess his looks, his acting ability, his short life, and maybe the type of character he played in his movies. Many young people saw him as a symbol of American youths.


  12. What is the woman doing?


  13. Why did James Dean move back to Indiana when he was young?


  14. What does the man say James Dean did at college in California?


  15. What do we learn about James Dean from the conversation?


  12. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为现在分词短语，可推测该题考查某人正在做什么事。


  2. 两项中含有与媒体采访或电视节目相关的词（interviewing, hosting a television show）。


  结论：该题可能考查某人在做什么，并可能与媒体或电视采访有关。


  【解析】女士开头的第一句话就是“晚上好，欢迎来到今晚这一期的《传奇人生》”，接下来对谈话主题和嘉宾进行了介绍，因此可推断出女士正在主持电视节目，正确答案为C。


  13. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项主语都是he，结合上一题可推测he指的是被采访者或与之相关的人。


  2. 两项含有与亲属有关的词（mother, aunt）。


  3. 两项含有与地点相关的词（in California, school there）。


  结论：该题考查被采访者或与之相关的人在某地的情况，很可能跟个人生活有关。


  【解析】在对话中，女士请男士介绍迪恩早年的生活情况，男士说迪恩五岁时就随父母搬到了加州，后来因为母亲去世，父亲又把他送回了印第安纳州和他的姑姑住在一起。由此可知迪恩之所以回到印第安纳州是因为母亲去世，故正确答案为A。


  14. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项主语均为he。


  2. 四项都为一般过去时。


  3. 四项都与he所做的事有关（delivered speeches, got into acting, hosted talk shows, played a role）。


  结论：该题考查he过去所做的事情，听音时应集中精力听男士的话，并将重点放在speeches、acting、talk shows和played a role上。


  【解析】当女士问迪恩是怎样演艺事业时，男士回答说他上了加州的一所大学，在那里他真正开始了演艺事业，因此B为正确答案。


  15. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项主语均为he，故应重点关注男士的话。


  2. 三项含有与电影相关的词（movies, acting, Hollywood tragedies, actor）。


  3. 四项均含有表成功或成就的词（popular, legendary, best, successful）。


  结论：该题很可能考查he在电影方面的成就。


  【解析】在对话的最后女士问男士：“他只演了三部电影，那么是什么使他至今还是一位传奇人物呢？”由此可推断迪恩长久以来都是一位传奇人物，故B为正确答案。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  The time is 9 o'clock and this is Marian Snow with the news.


  The German authorities are sending investigators to discover the cause of the plane crash late yesterday on the island of Tenerife. ［16］The plane, a Boeing 737, taking German holiday-makers to the island crashed into a hillside as it circled while preparing to land. The plane was carrying 180 passengers. It's thought there are no survivors. Rescue workers are at the scene.


  ［17］The British industrialist James Louis, held by kidnapper in central Africa for the past 8 months, was released unharmed yesterday. The kidnappers had been demanding one million pounds for the release of Mr. Louis. The London Bank and their agents who have been negotiating with the kidnappers have not said whether any amount of money has been paid.


  ［18］The 500 UK motors workers who had been on strike in High Town for the past three weeks went back to work this morning. This follows successful talks between management and union representatives, which resulted in a new agreement on working hours and conditions. A spokesman for the management said that they'd hope they could now get back to producing cars, and that they lost a lot of money and orders over this dispute.


  And finally the weather. After a cold start, most of the country should be warm and sunny. ［19］But towards late afternoon, rain will spread from Scotland to cover most parts by midnight.


  16. What does the news say about the Boeing 737 plane?


  17. What happened to British industrialist James Louis?


  18. How did the 3-week strike in High Town end?


  19. What kind of weather will be expected by midnight in most parts of the country?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，发现四道题的选项内容相关性不大，由此可以判断，该篇文章很可能是叙述了几件不同的事情，可能是新闻报道。

  


  16. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 两项含有crash。


  2. 两项含有passengers。


  3. 两项含有land（v. 着陆）。


  结论：本题很可能与飞机失事有关。


  【解析】短文中提到：“一架载着德国游客的波音737飞机在盘旋准备降落时，撞上了一个山坡。”短文中的Boeing 737, circled, preparing to land是解题的关键。


  17. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都以he开头。


  2. 三项含有与非洲有关的词汇（Africans, Central Africa, African business）。


  结论：本题很可能考查发生在he身上的、与非洲有关的事情。


  【解析】短文中提到：“英国实业家詹姆斯·路易斯在中非被绑匪绑架了八个月后，于昨天被安全释放。”听音重点是人名James Louis以及他在非洲遭遇了什么。


  18. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 两项含有union。


  2. 两项含有workers。


  结论：四个选项分别叙述了四件事，都与工会或工人有关，且都是在讲述某件事带来的结果。


  【解析】短文中提到：“在过去的三个星期里，High Town的500名英国汽车工人举行了罢工，他们在今天早上复工了。这是管理层与工会代表谈判成功的结果。”由此可知，正确答案为A。


  19. B


  【解题思路】四个选项都是描述天气情况的形容词，因此本题很可能考查天气状况。


  【解析】短文中提到了两种天气状况，前一种是温暖晴朗，后一种是从下午晚些时候到午夜会有降雨。问题问的是午夜时的天气情况，因此答案应该是rainy。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  Juan Louis, a junior geology major, decided to give an informative speech about how earthquakes occur. ［20］From his audience analysis he learned that only 2 or 3 of his classmates knew much of anything about geology. Juan realized then that he must present his speech at an elementary level and with a minimum of scientific language. As he prepared the speech, Juan kept asking himself, “How can I make this clear and meaningful to someone who knows nothing about earthquakes or geological principles?” Since he was speaking in the Midwest, ［21］he decided to begin by noting that the most severe earthquake in American history took place not in California or Alaska but at New Madrid, Missouri in 1811. If such an earthquake happened today, it would be felt from the Rocky Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean and would flatten most of the cities in the Mississippi valley. That, he figured, should get his classmates' attention. Throughout the body of the speech, Juan dealt only with the basic mechanics of earthquakes, and carefully avoided technical terms. He also prepared visual aids, diagramming fault lines, so his classmates wouldn't get confused. ［22］To be absolutely safe, Juan asked his roommate, who was not a geology major, to listen to the speech. “Stop me,” he said, “any time I say something you don't understand.” Juan's roommate stopped him four times. And at each spot, Juan worked out a way to make his point more clearly. Finally, he had a speech that was interesting and perfectly understandable to his audience.


  20. What did Juan Louis learn from the analysis of his audience?


  21. How did Juan Louis start his speech?


  22. What did Juan ask his roommate to do when he was making his trial speech?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词earthquake、speech、by+v-ing（通过……方式）大致推断，本文很可能与某人在演讲中使用各种技巧来解释地震有关，因此需要重点关注相关信息。

  


  20. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都含有them。


  2. 四项都含有表示数量的词汇（some of, most of, very few of, a couple of）。


  3. 两项含有与地质学有关的词汇（earthquake, geology）。


  结论：本题很有可能与某些人对于某种地质现象的认知有关。


  【解析】短文中提到，胡安·路易斯对听众进行分析后了解到，“他的同学中只有两三个人对地质学知识有些许了解”，也就是说，懂得地质学知识的人非常少。故选C。


  21. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 三项含有earthquake。


  2. 四项都是by引导的动词短语。


  结论：本题很可能考查某人做某事的方法，且所做的事与地震有关。


  【解析】短文中提到胡安决定以美国历史上最为严重的一次地震，也就是1811年发生在密苏里州新马德里市的地震开始他的演讲。故可知B项正确。


  22. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都以动词原形开头。


  2. 四项都含有he，两项含有him。


  结论：本题很可能考查别人对he做什么事情。


  【解析】短文提到，为了确保万无一失，胡安让他的非地质学专业的室友听他的演讲，并且只要有听不明白的地方就随时打断他。选项C中的had difficulty understanding与短文中的don't understand是同义转述，指的都是“听不懂”。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  ［23］Esperanto is an artificial language, designed to serve internationally as an auxiliary means of communication among speakers of different languages. It was created by Ludwig Lazarus Zamenhof, a Polish Jewish doctor specialized in eye diseases. Esperanto was first presented in 1887. ［24］An international movement was launched to promote its use. Despite arguments and disagreements, the movement has continued to flourish and has members in more than 80 countries. Esperanto is used internationally across language boundaries by at least one million people, particularly in specialized fields. It is used in personal contexts, on radio broadcasts and in a number of publications as well as in translations of both modern works and classics. Its popularity has spread from Europe, both east and west, to such countries as Brazil and Japan. ［25］It is, however, in China that Esperanto has had its greatest impact. It is taught in universities and used in many translations, often in scientific or technological works. EL POPOLA CHINIO, which means from People's China, is a monthly magazine in Esperanto and is read worldwide. Radio Beijing's Esperanto program is the most popular program in Esperanto in the world. Esperanto vocabulary is drawn primarily from Latin, the Roman's languages, English and German. Spelling is completely regular. A simple and consistent set of endings indicates grammatical functions of words. Thus, for example, every noun ends in“o”, every adjective in “a”, and a basic form of every verb in “i”. Esperanto also has a highly productive system of constructing new words from old ones.


  23. What does the speaker tell us about Esperanto?


  24. What is said about the international movement to promote the use of Esperanto?


  25. What does the speaker say about Esperanto in China?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，每个选项均以it开头，再结合其中的关键词language可大致推断，it很可能指代的是某种语言，故推测这篇文章很可能讲的是与某种语言有关的内容。因此需要重点关注相关信息。

  


  23. D


  【解题思路】三项含有language，因此本题很可能考查与某种语言有关的信息。


  【解析】短文开头指出：“世界语是一种人工语言，发明它的目的是作为国际上说不同语言的人之间相互交流的一种辅助工具。”选项D中的a tool of communication与原文中的an auxiliary means of communication属于同义转述，指的都是“一种交流工具”。


  24. D


  【解题思路】四项主语均为it，本题要考查的是与it有关的信息。听音时首先要确定it指代的是什么。


  【解析】短文指出：“人们发起了一场国际运动来推动它的使用。虽然这场运动引起了争论和分歧，但仍旧蓬勃发展，并在80多个国家拥有成员。”而选项中的it指代的就是推广使用世界语的国际运动，该运动得到了世界上很多国家的支持。故选D。


  25. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项中都含有it。


  2. A、B两项描述的是it的使用范围，C、D两项说的则是it的影响。


  结论：本题要考查的仍旧是与it相关的信息。听音时首先要确定it指代的是什么。


  【解析】短文提到：“世界语在中国的影响最大。”选项D中的had a greater impact than in any other country与原文中的had its greatest impact属于同义转述。it在这里指代的是世界语。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  George Herbert Mead said that humans are talked into humanity. He meant that we gain personal identity as we communicate with others. In the earliest years of our lives, our parents tell us who we are.“You are ［26］intelligent.” “You are so strong.” We first see ourselves through the eyes of others, so their messages form important ［27］foundations of our self-concepts. Later we interact with teachers, friends, ［28］romantic partners, and co-workers who communicate their views of us. Thus, how we see ourselves reflects the views of us that others communicate.


  The ［29］profound connection between identity and communication is ［30］dramatically evident in children who ［31］are deprived of human contact. Case studies of children who were isolated from others reveal that they lack a firm self-concept, and their mental and psychological development is severely hindered by lack of language.


  Communication with others not only affects our sense of identity but also directly influences our physical and emotional ［32］well-being. Consistently, research shows that communicating with others promotes health, whereas social isolation ［33］is linked to stress, disease and early death. People who lack close friends have greater levels of anxiety and depression than people who are close to others. A group of researchers reveal ［34］scores of studies that trace the relationship between health and interaction with others.


  The conclusion was that social isolation is statistically as dangerous as high blood pressure, smoking and obesity. Many doctors and researchers believe that loneliness harms the immune system, making us more［35］vulnerable to a range of minor and major illnesses.


  
    26. intelligent 聪明的

    27. foundation 基础

    28. romantic 浪漫的，恋人的

    29. profound 意义深远的

    30. dramatically 非常

    31. be deprived of 被剥夺

    32. well-being 健康

    33. be linked to 与……相关

    34. scores of 大量，许多

    35. vulnerable 脆弱的

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  手机为人们提供了即时性的联络方式。它们正在促成儿童和青少年在社会经历方面的重大［36］转变。在美国近期的一项调查中，大约有一半受访的青少年表示他们的手机［37］改善了自己和朋友之间的沟通状况。几乎所有受访的青少年都表示，他们的手机是自己与同伴保持联系的工具。他们中有三分之一的人曾经使用手机帮助过需要帮助的同伴，而且大约80%的人表示手机让他们感觉更安全。［38］同样，澳大利亚的青少年也表示手机为他们提供了许多好处，是他们生活［39］固有的一部分；有些人对手机如此［40］依赖，以至于研究人员认为这是一种“瘾”。在日本，研究人员同样为玩手机成瘾而担忧。研究人员在东京进行的一项研究发现，一半以上的初中生每天使用手机和同学相互发送电子邮件的次数多于十次。


  手机［41］促进了同龄人之间跨时空的社会联系。它们使年轻人能够与特别的同伴分享日常生活中每时每刻的体验，从而与朋友保持更加［42］实时的联系。手机也会［43］降低社会宽容度，因为它们减少了孩子们与那些不同于自己的人之间的交往。除了联系同伴，手机还联系着孩子与父母。以色列研究青少年的研究人员得出结论：在那种［44］危险的环境中，手机被视为父母与青少年之间的“安全保障”——这很重要，因为它们提供了随时［45］联系与沟通的可能性。


  【答案解析】


  36. N) shift


  语法判断：空格前为形容词major，由此判断，空格处应填入一个名词，与前面的creating构成动宾搭配。符合语法判断的备选名词有contact（联系）、endurance（忍耐）和shift（转变）。


  语义判断：文章首句提到，手机为人们提供了即时性的联络方式，空格所在句为第二句，承接首句，应该是说它们正在促成儿童和青少年在社会经历方面的重大“转变”，shift与此含义相符，故答案为N。


  37. J) improved


  语法判断：空格前为had，空格后为their communication with friends，而且空格所在部分为that引出的宾语从句，主句的谓语动词为一般过去时（said），由此可以判断，空格处应填入动词的过去分词，与前面的had一起构成过去完成时。符合语法判断的备选过去分词有affiliated（隶属于）、attached（附着的）和improved（改善，提高）。


  语义判断：前文提到手机给儿童和青少年的社会经历带来了巨大转变，此处承接上句，举例加以说明：在美国近期的一项调查中，大约有一半受访青少年表示他们的手机______自己和朋友之间的沟通状况，显然，符合语法判断的备选项中improved符合此处语境，故答案为J。


  38. O) similarly


  语法判断：空格前后均有逗号，而且前后结构完整，可以判断空格处应填入能起独立作用的状语成分，即副词，符合语法判断的备选副词有relatively（相对地）和similarly（同样地，类似地）。


  语义判断：前文讲述的是美国青少年的情况，此处将举例范围扩展至澳大利亚，可见手机对澳大利亚的青少年“同样”产生了影响，即他们也表示手机为他们提供了许多好处。符合此处语境的副词为similarly，故本题答案为O。


  39. L) intrinsic


  语法判断：空格前为不定冠词an，空格后为名词part，由此可知，空格处应填入一个形容词或分词，作part的定语。符合语法判断的形容词或分词还有affiliated（隶属的）、attached（附着的）、continuous（连续不断的）、hazardous（危险的）、instantaneous（即时性的）和intrinsic（固有的，本质的）。


  语义判断：上文提到，澳大利亚的青少年也表示手机为他们提供了许多好处，此处承接上文，补充说明手机对他们的影响，即（手机）是他们生活“固有的”一部分，符合语法判断的备选项中intrinsic符合这一含义，故答案为L。


  40. B) attached


  语法判断：空格前为副词so，空格后为介词to，由此判断，空格处应填入一个形容词或分词，构成be... to...的结构。符合语法判断的形容词或分词还有affiliated（隶属的）、attached（附着的）、continuous（连续不断的）、hazardous（危险的）和instantaneous（即时性的）。


  语义判断：此处继续说明手机对青少年的影响，而且此处用了so...that...句型，即结果状语从句，由that结果状语从句“以至于研究人员认为这是一种‘瘾’”可判断，前面的so应该修饰的是能够表达“依赖”等含义的单词，符合语法判断的备选项中只有attached符合此意，故答案为B。be attached to sth. 意为“依赖某物”。


  41. H) foster


  语法判断：空格前为名词短语cell phones，空格后为名词短语social connections with peers，可判断空格所在句缺少谓语动词，且由下一句的谓语动词allow可知该句为一般现在时，空格处应填入动词原形，符合语法判断的动词原形选项有contact（联系）、contend（竞争）、diminish（减少，降低）和foster（培育；滋长；鼓励；促进）。


  语义判断：由上段内容可知，文章在探讨手机对青少年的影响，本句下文继续提到手机使年轻人能够与特别的同伴分享日常生活中每时每刻的体验，由此可知空格所在句应为本段的主题句，强调手机对同龄人之间跨时空的社会联系的作用，应该是起到“促进”联系的作用，符合语法判断的备选动词原形中foster有“促进”的含义，故本题答案为H。


  42. K) instantaneous


  语法判断：空格前为表示比较级的more，空格后为名词短语sense of connection，由此可知空格处应填入多音节形容词或分词，与more一起构成比较级，并作sense of connection的定语。符合语法判断的形容词或分词选项还有affiliated（隶属的）、continuous（连续不断的）、hazardous（危险的）和instantaneous（即时性的）。


  语义判断：前面提到moment-by-moment experiences（每时每刻的体验），空格处所填入的形容词应该与此含义相对应，即此处应为“即时性的”，符合语法判断的选项中instantaneous符合此含义，故答案为K。


  43. F) diminish


  语法判断：空格前为情态动词can，空格后为名词短语social tolerance，由此可知空格处应填入一个动词原形。符合语法判断的备选动词原形选项还有contact（联系）、contend（竞争）和diminish（减少，降低）。


  语义判断：空格后面跟了一个because引导的原因状语从句，由该从句指明的原因“因为它们减少了孩子们与那些不同于自己的人之间的交往”可知，主句要表达的是手机会“降低”社会宽容度，备选动词原形中diminish正是此意，故答案为F。


  44. I) hazardous


  语法判断：空格前为介词in和that，空格后为名词environment，由此可知，空格处应填入一个形容词或分词，充当environment的定语。符合语法判断的形容词或分词选项还有affiliated（隶属的）、continuous（连续不断的）和hazardous（危险的）。


  语义判断：空格前提到了以色列研究青少年的研究人员，再结合后面出现的“安全保障”，可知此处应指在那种“危险的”环境中，与“安全”相对应。备选项中hazardous正是此意，故本题答案为I。


  45. C) contact


  语法判断：空格前为介词of，空格后为and communication，由此可知，空格处应填入与communication呈并列关系的名词。符合语法判断的名词备选项还有contact（联系）和endurance（忍耐）。


  语义判断：空格前提到在危险的环境中，手机被视为青少年与父母之间的“安全保障”，因而十分重要，然后由because引出了原因状语从句，表明其原因，即它们提供了随时“联系”与沟通的可能性，故空格处应填入contact一词，与communication在词义和词性上构成并列关系，故本题答案为C。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  不浪费，则不匮乏


  养活90亿人：浪费的悲剧


  A）联合国对全球人口的中期预测表明，到2075年全球人口将达到95亿左右。这就意味着到本世纪末全世界可能要新增30亿要养活的人口。预计在此期间，全世界发展中国家的人们在财富、卡路里摄入量以及饮食偏好方面将发生重大变化。［50］这一预测将一些涉及广泛的社会、经济、环境和政治问题呈现在人类面前，为保证所有人都有可持续发展的未来，这些问题必须尽快解决。其中一个关键问题就是如何用这个世界上有限的资源生产更多的食物。


  B）如今，我们每年生产大约40亿公吨的食物。［53］然而由于不良的收割、储存和运输习惯，以及市场和消费者的浪费，据估计被生产出来的所有食物中有30%至50%根本到不了人们口中。而且这个数字没有体现一个事实：在生产这些最终仅仅是被浪费掉的食物的过程中，损失了大量的土地、能源、肥料和水。这种程度的浪费是一个悲剧，如果我们要在可持续地满足未来食品需求的挑战中取得成功，那么就不能再继续这个悲剧。


  食物被浪费在了哪里


  C）2010年，机械工程师协会根据各地区现阶段和未来的经济发展状况的特征，确定了全世界三个主要的人口增长群体：


  
    	充分发展的、成熟的后工业化社会，比如那些欧洲国家，以人口稳定或负增长、老龄化加速为特征。


    	正在快速推进工业化进程的、后崛起的发展中国家，比如中国，人口增长率将会放缓，社会财富和人口年龄不断增长。


    	刚开始进行工业化的新兴发展中国家，主要在非洲，有较高或非常高的人口增长率，特征是年轻人口占主导地位。

  


  D）在未来的几十年中，要想继续养活所有人，每一个人口群体都要解决不同的问题，这些问题与食品生产、储存和运输以及消费者预期有关。


  E）［54］在欠发达的国家，比如撒哈拉以南的非洲和东南亚的一些国家，浪费往往主要发生在供应链的农民生产者这一端。低效的收割、不便的当地交通以及破旧的基础设施意味着这些国家经常不能合理地进行食品生产，并且常常将食品储存在不够合适的农场条件之下。


  F）在成熟、充分发展的国家，如英国，更加高效的农业运作方式以及更好的运输、储存和加工设施保证了生产出来的食品中有更大一部分能到达市场和消费者那里。然而，现代消费文化的特征意味着生产出来的食品经常会因零售业和消费者的行为而被浪费掉。


  G）［52］为满足消费者的期望，大超市经常会拒绝收购农场所生产的所有完全可食用的水果和蔬菜，只因有一些农产品的外观特征（比如大小和外形）达不到严格的市场标准。


  H）对于那些终于出现在超市中的食品，超市经常采用促销手段鼓励消费者大量购买，而这些大都是易腐烂的食物，这就不可避免地在家里产生了一些垃圾。［48］在发达国家，售出的东西总的来说有30%至50%都被购买者扔掉了。


  更好地利用我们有限的资源


  I）浪费食物不仅仅意味着流失生命赖以维持的营养，还意味着浪费珍贵的资源，包括土地、水和能源。因此，作为一个全球化的社会，解决食物浪费问题将有助于解决许多重要的资源问题。


  J）土地使用：在过去的五十年中，经过改良的耕作技艺和技术极大地提高了粮食产量，并且扩大了12%的可使用的耕地面积。［51］然而，在不对现有的全球自然生态系统产生不利影响的条件下，进一步扩大耕地面积已经不可能了。挑战在于，若要增加以动物为主体的农产品产量则需要更多的土地和资源，因为畜牧业需要使用大量的土地。


  K）水的使用：在过去的一个世纪中，人类的淡水使用增长率已经达到了人口增长率的两倍多。现在人们每年使用大约3.8万亿立方米的水，其中大约有70%用于全球农业领域，在未来的几十年中用水量还将持续增长。


  L）更好的灌溉可以大幅提高作物产量，目前的全球食品供应中大约有40%来源于被灌溉的土壤。然而灌溉用水经常供不应求。在农业生产之后的食品加工业环节，需要额外使用大量的水来满足世界日益增长的需求。［55］这在肉类生产过程中尤为重要，生产牛肉的用水量大约是种植蔬菜的50倍。将来，为了减少浪费，我们需要更加高效的清洗技术、管理程序以及水的回收和净化技术。


  M）能源使用：能源是整个食品生产过程中的一种重要的资源，据估计，平均每产出1卡路里能量的食物就需要投入7至10卡路里的能量。对于生产不同的食品来说，（需要的能量）更是千差万别，从种植作物需要的3卡路里到生产牛肉的35卡路里。由于大多数能源来自于化石燃料的使用，浪费食物就可能会导致不必要的全球变暖以及资源的低效利用。


  N）［47］在现代工业化的农业生产过程中——为了增加未来的粮食产量，发展中国家正在朝着这一方向迈进——能源使用的最大一部分就在于生产和使用化肥和杀虫剂。在小麦生产所消耗的全部能源中，光是这两项就占了其中的一半。事实上，在全球范围内，化肥生产要消耗全世界每年天然气供应量的3%至5%。由于食品生产预计在2030年之前增长25%，可持续的能源供应将成为一个越来越重要的议题。在生产、储存和加工过程中发动机所消耗的总能量目前每年大约占全球能耗的3.1%。


  建议


  O）不断增加的人口以及不断提高的营养标准，加之不断改变的饮食偏好，将会给全球食品供应带来压力。工程师、科学家和农业学家有协助提高产量的知识、工具和体系。但是因为土地、能源和水资源有限，这种压力将会不断增加。［46］仅仅通过减少损耗，同时将节省下来的土地、能源和水资源用于其他方面，就会使食物总量有增加60%至100%的潜能，这个机遇是我们不应该忽视的。为了着手应对挑战，该协会建议：


  
    	［49］联合国粮农组织与国际上的一些工程团体合作，确保发达国家的政府开展一些项目，将工程知识、专门的研发设计和合适的技术转让给新兴的发展中国家。这将有助于这些国家在收割和接下来的食品加工过程中提高产量。


    	一些快速发展的发展中国家政府将浪费最小化的理念融入正在规划、设计和建造的运输设施和存储设施中。


    	发达国家的政府制定并实施可以改变消费者预期的政策。这些政策应设法阻止零售业的浪费做法，使他们不再根据外观特征拒绝食品，也促使消费者不再过多地购买食品而造成在家中的浪费。

  


  【答案解析】


  46. O


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词over sixty percent more food，数字是重要的信息定位信号。文章段落中出现数字60%的只有O段，该段第四句提到，仅仅通过减少损耗，同时将节省下来的土地、能源和水资源用于其他方面，就会使食物总量有增加60%至100%的潜能，题干是对原文内容的概括。原文中的simply eliminating losses对应题干中的elimination of waste alone。


  47. N


  解析：根据题干中的关键词modern industrialised agricultural process和fertilisers and pesticides，可以把答题线索定位至N段。该段首句提到，在现代工业化的农业生产过程中，能源使用的最大一部分就在于生产和使用化肥和杀虫剂，题干与原文表达一致。题干中的fertilisers and pesticides和modern industrialised agricultural process属于原词复现。


  48. H


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词developed countries和throw away nearly half of their food purchases。H段谈及发达国家的消费者浪费食物的现象，题干是对原文的概括。题干中的nearly half of their food purchases与原文中的between 30% and 50% of what has been bought同义。


  49. O


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词recommended和engineering knowledge and suitable technology。根据recommended可定位到O段，再根据engineering knowledge and suitable technology进一步定位到该段下的第一点。题干中的engineering knowledge和suitable technology是原词复现。


  50. A


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词produce more food with finite resources。A段提到联合国对全球人口的中期预测，以及其中一个关键问题就是如何用这个世界上有限的资源生产更多的食物。题干中的predicted global population growth对应原文的projection for global population，题干中的produce more food with finite resources对应原文的produce more food in a world of finite resources。


  51. J


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词a further expansion of farming area和natural ecosystems，文章提及这两点的只有J段。题干中的a further expansion of farming area对应原文中的a further increase in farming area；题干中的adversely impact on对应原文中的impacting unfavourably on；题干中的natural ecosystems是文章中的原词复现。


  52. G


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词perfectly eatable fruit and vegetable，这些关键词出现在G段。本段讲的是，为满足消费者的期望，大超市经常会拒绝收购农场所生产的所有完全可食用的水果和蔬菜，只因有一些农产品的外观特征（比如大小和外形）达不到严格的市场标准。题干中的perfectly eatable fruit and vegetable是文章中的原词复现，题干中的fail to reach是原文中reject的同义替换，题干中的their size or physical appearance对应原文中的size and appearance。


  53. B


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词poor practices in harvesting, storage and transportation，这是原文B段中的原词复现。另外，题干中的a waste of much of the food是对原文30-50% of all food produced never reaches a human stomach的概括，题干中的a waste of land and resources是对原文large amounts of land, energy, fertilisers and water have also been lost的概括。


  54. E


  解析：由题干中的关键词at the producers' end定位到E段。本段提到，在欠发达国家，比如撒哈拉以南的非洲和东南亚的一些国家，浪费往往主要发生在供应链的农民生产者这一端。题干中的less-developed countries是文章中的原词复现，at the producers' end对应原文中的at the farmer-producer end。


  55. L


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词beef和far more water。L段第四句提到生产牛肉的用水量大约是种植蔬菜的50倍。题干是对该句中beef uses about 50 times more water than vegetables的同义转述。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  ［56］你在努力记住新信息的时候遭遇的困难越大，甚至失败越多，你对该信息的记忆效果就会越好，以后也能更好地加以应用，我们将这种现象称为“学习悖论”。


  “学习悖论”是“有价值的失败”的核心，后者是指研究者马努·卡普尔发现的一种现象。［57］卡普尔指出，许多老师都采用一种向学生灌输新知识的方式：先为学生提供大量的知识框架和指导，直到学生们表现出可以独立完成的能力。尽管从直觉上来看这一方法是可行的，但它也许并非促进学习的最佳方法。相反，在开始时先不给学生们提供任何帮助，让他们自己钻研学习材料一段时间，效果会更好。在最近发表的一篇论文中，卡普尔介绍了一项研究的结果——他在三个学校进行测试，将“有价值的失败”这一原理运用于解决数学问题。


  ［58］对于其中的一组学生，老师提供了强有力的“脚手架”（即教学支持）和反馈。在老师的帮助下，这些学生能够找到他们所面对的一系列问题的答案。与此同时，对于另外一组学生，老师指导他们通过相互合作来解决同样的问题，而老师则不提供任何提示。这些学生无法完全正确地解答这些问题。但在尽力解决这些问题的过程中，他们对于问题的本质以及可能的解决办法产生了许多想法。当对这两组学生就他们所学的知识进行测试时，第二组的表现“明显优于”第一组。


  在解题过程中经历挣扎的那一组所付出的努力是显而易见的，这些努力具有卡普尔所谓的“隐藏功效”：它们引导人们理解问题的深层结构，而不仅仅是正确的答案。当这些学生在测试中遇到与此类似的新问题时，与那些只是被动地接受他人经验的学生相比，他们能够更有效地将自己所获取的知识进行转化。


  在真实的社会中，问题很少是一目了然的，所以能够辨别出它们的深层结构是关键所在。但是，卡普尔表示，没有人喜欢失败，无论硅谷的企业家们多少次称赞一个失败的主意或一个刚起步便夭折的公司起到的积极作用。所以我们要自行设计“有价值的失败”，将其融入学习的过程。［59］卡普尔指出了能对这种有益的挣扎起促进作用的三个条件。第一，选择解决那些“具有挑战性但不会使人有挫败感”的问题。第二，为学习者提供机会去解释和阐明他们正在做的事情。第三，为学习者提供机会去对比和比较解决问题的正确方案和错误方案。［60］对于那些抗议这种带有“严苛的爱”性质的教学方式的学生，对他们说：“你们以后会感谢我的。”


  
    【说明文：“学习悖论”的原理以及在现实教学中的运用】


    第一段：引出话题，提出“学习悖论”的概念。


    第二段：提出“学习悖论”是“有价值的失败”的核心。


    第三、四段：具体介绍了关于“有价值的失败”的一个教学实验，并指出其“隐藏功效”。


    第五段：揭示如何使“学习悖论”在教学应用中发挥更好的作用。

  


  56. C


  定位：根据题干的信息词call、learning和paradox可以将答题线索定位到第一段。


  解析：第一段只有一句话，句意为“你在努力记住新信息的时候遭遇的困难越大，甚至失败越多，你对该信息的记忆效果就会越好，以后也能更好地加以应用，我们将这种现象称为‘学习悖论’。”由此可见，学习过程越不顺利，以后的记忆效果反而越好，即挫折和失败往往孕育着成功，故正确答案为选项C。原文提到了“记忆效果会更好，以后也能更好地加以应用”，这显然是收获，故排除选项A。选项B原文中并未提及，可排除。原文中的paradox指的是学习的困难程度和学习效果之间的悖论，并非教与学的悖论，故也可排除D。


  57. C


  定位：根据题干的信息词Kapur、disapprove和teaching可以将答题线索定位到第二段前两句。


  解析：本段首句引出Kapur这个人物，接着第二句提到，“卡普尔指出，许多老师都采用一种向学生灌输新知识的方式：先为学生提供大量的知识框架和指导，直到学生们表现出可以独立完成的能力。尽管从直觉上来看这一方法是可行的，但也许并非促进学习的最佳方法。”可见卡普尔并不赞成给学生提供详尽的指导和说明，故正确答案为C。文中还提到“相反，在开始时先不给学生们提供任何帮助，让他们自己对学习材料钻研一段时间，效果会更好。”可知对于选项A和D的做法卡普尔是赞成的，可排除。选项B文中并未提及。


  58. B


  定位：根据题干的信息词people和strong “scaffolding” in teaching可以将答题线索定位到第三段前两句。


  解析：本段前两句对strong “scaffolding”进行了解释和说明，指出它是一种“教学支持”，在老师的帮助下，学生们能够找到他们所面对的一系列问题的答案。这说明这种方式是有效的。要注意的是，题干中的people在原文中并没有明显地体现出来，但结合第二段第二句中的“尽管从直觉上来看这一方法是可行的”，可以推测这应该就是人们通常的看法，故正确答案为B。人们只是觉得这种教学方法有效、合理，文中并没有提及教学难易程度，也没有提及对水平一般的学生的效果或对学生自信的影响，故选项A、C、D均可排除。


  59. D


  定位：根据题干的信息词problem、solve和Kapur可以将答题线索定位到最后一段的第四、五句。


  解析：最后一段的后半部分提到了卡普尔指出的能对“有益的挣扎”起到促进作用的三个条件，其中的第一个条件就说明了适合提供给学生的问题的类型，即那些“具有挑战性但不会使人有挫败感”的问题。换句话说，就是问题要有足够的难度，但仍然在他们的能力范围之内，正确答案为D。文中提及“合作”的内容在第三段，指第二组学生通过相互合作来解决问题，与本题题干无关，可排除A。选项B和C都与原文中的“具有挑战性”（challenge）不符，均可排除。


  60. A


  定位：根据题干的信息词this tough-love teaching style和Lines 7-8, Para. 5，可以将答题线索定位到最后一段最后一句。


  解析：最后一段最后一句提到“对于那些抗议这种带有‘严苛的爱’性质的教学方式的学生，对他们说：‘你们以后会感谢我的。’”可见正确答案为A。该选项中的grateful对应原文中的thank。文中并未提及老师遇到阻力或家长的态度，故可以排除选项B、C。文章开头指出这种难度更大的学习方式能取得更好的效果，选项D与文意不符，也可排除。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  ［61］来自印第安纳乡村地区的75岁农民弗农·鲍曼因为他的行为而遭到起诉。他种植了一些作为牛饲料出售的大豆。但是，美国农业巨头孟山都公司却坚持认为：它们拥有鲍曼所使用的转基因种子的专利——而且该专利权也适用于这种转基因种子的后代。


  我们真的到了因为播种就会招致高风险的最高法院的专利诉讼的地步了吗？是的，本周二备受争议的“鲍曼对孟山都”案件就是这种情况。孟山都的批评者抨击这家公司，称其“向小农户发起无情的法律战争”，而且这些批评者们希望通过这起案件能够使该公司纠正其做法。［62］他们还希望法院的裁定能够控制专利法，因为目前专利法正越来越多地被用来将新的生命形式定义为私有财产。


  不出所料的是，孟山都和它的支持者们却对这起案件有着截然不同的看法。他们声称，像孟山都这样的公司为研发一种有价值的新型转基因种子需要投入巨额的费用，这些公司必须保护其所有权利益。［63］如果像鲍曼这样的农民可以不必支付指定的费用就使用其种子，那么像孟山都这样的公司的创新动力将消失殆尽。


  孟山都公司控告鲍曼侵犯其专利，并因此被判获得84456美元的损害赔偿。鲍曼既没有支付这笔赔偿金，也没有与孟山都公司达成某种协议，他决定上诉——一直告到最高法院。他说：“孟山都公司不能因为他们有数十亿美元可以花在律师费上就试图通过强权和巨大的威胁来恐吓农民，使农民服从其决定。


  ［64］这起案件的核心问题是：生物的专利权是否可以被扩展至这些生物的后代。孟山都公司称，这些生物的专利权应该扩展至它们的后代。但是鲍曼的支持者认为，孟山都公司试图扩展其专利的适用范围，这是一种为大公司敛财而又伤害小农户的做法。鲍曼的支持者称，如果孟山都公司获胜，由此带来的影响将大大扩展到农业以外的领域——这将在一系列重要的领域锁定财产权。美国知识生态学国际组织认为，最高法院的裁定将对其他的生物技术产业产生“深远的影响”。


  ［65］如果这是一部好莱坞电影，在播放片尾的演职人员名单之前，这位勇敢的印第安老农将击败这家利欲熏心的公司。但这是摆在最高法院面前的一场真实的辩论，而最高法院一直对于其“顾全大公司利益”的名声当之无愧。这起案件给了法院一个机会来遏制逐渐增多的使用专利权来保护转基因农作物和其他生命形态的做法——但是法院很可能会利用这个机会再一次为这种惯常做法给予有力支持。


  
    【说明文：孟山都诉鲍曼侵犯专利案】


    第一段：引出本文主题——孟山都诉鲍曼侵犯专利案。


    第二段：孟山都公司的批评者对这起案件的看法。


    第三段：孟山都公司及其支持者对这起案件的看法。


    第四段：鲍曼不服地方法院的判决结果，决定上诉至最高法院。


    第五段：这起案件的核心问题是：生物的专利权是否可以被扩展至这些生物的后代。


    第六段：这一纠纷现在摆在了最高法院面前，估计最高法院很可能会继续维护大公司的利益，为过度使用专利权来保护生命形态的做法提供支持。

  


  61. B


  定位：根据题干中的人名关键词Vernon Bowman和get sued可以迅速将答题线索定位到文章第一段。


  解析：阅读文章第一段后可知，弗农·鲍曼遭到起诉的原因是他种植了大豆，但没有向孟山都公司支付专利费用，对应本题的B选项，故答案为B。文章中提到sold as cattle feed，是过去分词短语作后置定语修饰soybeans，意思是“作为牛饲料出售的”，并不是因为他用转基因种子喂牛而被起诉，所以A选项不正确。选项C和D文章中都没有提及，故排除。


  62. C


  定位：根据题干关键词Monsanto's critics可以将答题线索定位到文章第二段。


  解析：文章第二段中提到孟山都公司的批评者们希望法院的裁定能够控制（rein in）专利法，因为目前专利法正越来越多地被用来将新的生命形式定义为私有财产。这与C选项所表述的意思是一致的。故选C。A选项文章没有明确提到，应排除。B选项与文章所述内容不符，此案是孟山都公司控告鲍曼侵犯了该公司的利益，而不是孟山都公司侵犯了鲍曼的利益，故排除B。孟山都公司的批评者们并非希望最高法院废除与转基因种子有关的专利法，而是希望通过最高法院的判决控制住目前过度扩展专利权保护范围的做法，故排除D。


  63. A


  定位：根据题干关键词Monsanto and its supporters迅速将答题线索定位到文章第三段。


  解析：文章第三段的末句提到“如果像鲍曼这样的农民可以不必支付指定的费用就使用其种子，那么像孟山都这样的公司的创新动力将消失殆尽。”这与A选项的表述是一致的，故选A。文中针对的是获得专利的转基因种子，B项将范围扩大化，可排除。其他两项并非孟山都公司以及它的支持者持有的观点，可排除。


  64. D


  定位：根据题干关键词the key issue和the Bowman vs. Monsanto case可以迅速将答题线索定位到文章第五段，key issue是对文章中central issue的同义转述。


  解析：第五段首句有明确的表述：“这起案件的核心问题是：生物的专利权是否可以被扩展至这些生物的后代。”这与本题D选项表述的内容是一致的，故选D。其他三个选项都不是这起案件的核心问题，故排除。


  65. D


  定位：根据题干关键词the last paragraph可以迅速将答题线索定位到文章最后一段。


  解析：文章最后一段首句提到“如果这是一部好莱坞电影，在播放片尾的演职人员名单之前，这位勇敢的印第安老农将击败这家利欲熏心的公司。”言外之意是，如果是在好莱坞的电影中，这起案件的裁定将倾向于鲍曼一方。D选项的表述符合文意，故选D。文章虽然也提到了real-life arguments，但并没有说“好莱坞电影通常会对现实生活中的争议产生意想不到的巨大影响”，因此排除A。最高法院一直有“顾全大公司利益”的名声，但是文章最后一段的意思是最高法院这次很可能继续支持大公司，因此排除B。C选项文章中没有提及，故排除。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  The world-famous Silk Road refers to a series of routes that connect the East and the West1. The Silk Road extends for over 6,000 kilometers and derived its name from the ancient China's silk trade2. The trades that occurred on the Silk Road played an important role3 in the development process of the civilization of China, South Asia, Europe and the Middle East. It is by way of the Silk Road that China's four great inventions, namely papermaking, powder, compass and printing technology, were introduced to all over the world4. Similarly, Chinese silk, tea and porcelain also spread to the whole world. Material and cultural exchanges are two-way5, for Europe also satisfied the demands of Chinese market by exporting various commodities and plants to China6 through the Silk Road.


  【译点精析】


  1. 一系列连接东西方的路线：可以把“连接东西方的”翻译成定语从句，修饰“路线”，故翻译成routes that connect the East and the West；“一系列”翻译为a series of。


  2. 得名于古代中国的丝绸贸易：“得名于”可以翻译为derive one's name from或者be named after；“古代中国的丝绸贸易”翻译为the ancient China's silk trade。


  3. 发挥了重要作用：可以翻译为play an important role in或者play a vital part in。


  4. 正是通过……才被引介到世界各地：此处表示强调，应该使用强调句型，即It is+被强调部分+that+其他，此处被强调部分为介词短语结构by way of the Silk Road；此处的“通过”是“经由”之意，宜翻译为by way of。


  5. 物质文化的交流是双向的：“物质文化的交流”翻译为material and cultural exchanges；“双向的”应译作two-way。


  6. 出口各种商品和植物：应翻译为exporting various commodities and plants，原文中暗含了出口到中国之意，所以应将其补译出来，即to China；“各种”也可翻译为different kinds of或a variety of。
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Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay explaining why it is unwise to judge a person by their appearance. You can give examples to illustrate your point. You should write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words.


  [image: 0001]


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) They might be stolen goods.

  B) They might be fake products.

  C) They might be faulty products.

  D) They might be smuggled goods.


  2. A) They are civil servants.

  B) They are job applicants.

  C) They are news reporters.

  D) They are public speakers.


  3. A) The man has decided to quit his computer class.

  B) The woman wants to get a degree in administration.

  C) A computer degree is a must for administrative work.

  D) The man went to change the time of his computer class.


  4. A) A lot of contestants participated in the show.

  B) The fifth contestant won the biggest prize.

  C) It was not as exciting as he had expected.

  D) It was sponsored by a car manufacturer.


  5. A) Reading a newspaper column.

  B) Looking at a railway timetable.

  C) Driving from New York to Boston.

  D) Waiting for someone at the airport.


  6. A) He wears a coat bought in the mall.

  B) He got a new job at the barbershop.

  C) He had a finger hurt last night.

  D) He had his hair cut yesterday.


  7. A) He cannot appreciate the Picasso exhibition.

  B) Even his nephew can draw as well as Picasso.

  C) He is not quite impressed with modern paintings.

  D) Some drawings by kindergarten kids are excellent.


  8. A) He should not put the cart before the horse.

  B) His conduct does not square with his words.

  C) His attitude to student government has changed.

  D) He has long been involved in student government.


  Questions 9 to 11 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) She left her own car in Manchester.

  B) Something went wrong with her car.

  C) She wants to go traveling on the weekend.

  D) Her car won't be back in a week's time.


  10. A) Safety.

  B) Comfort.

  C) Size.

  D) Cost.


  11. A) Third-party insurance.

  B) Value-added tax.

  C) Petrol.

  D) CDW.


  Questions 12 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  12. A) How to update the basic facilities.

  B) What to do to enhance their position.

  C) Where to locate their plant.

  D) How to attract investments.


  13. A) Their road link to other European countries is fast.

  B) They are all located in the south of France.

  C) They are very close to each other.

  D) Their basic facilities are good.


  14. A) Try to avoid making a hasty decision.

  B) Take advantage of the train links .

  C) Talk with the local authorities.

  D) Conduct field surveys first.


  15. A) Future product distribution.

  B) Local employment policies.

  C) Road and rail links for small towns.

  D) Skilled workforce in the hilly region.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 18 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) One fifth of them were on bad terms with their sisters and brothers.

  B) About one eighth of them admitted to lingering bitter feelings.

  C) More than half of them were involved in inheritance disputes.

  D) Most of them had broken with their sisters and brothers.


  17. A) Less concern with money matters.

  B) More experience in worldly affairs.

  C) Advance in age.

  D) Freedom from work.


  18. A) They have little time left to renew contact with their brothers and sisters.

  B) They tend to forget past unhappy memories and focus on their present needs.

  C) They are more tolerant of one another.

  D) They find close relatives more reliable.


  Passage Two


  Questions 19 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  19. A) They have bright colors and intricate patterns.

  B) They can only survive in parts of the Americas.

  C) They are the only insect that migrates along fixed routes.

  D) They have strong wings capable of flying long distances.


  20. A) In a Michigan mountain forest.

  B) In a Louisiana mountain forest.

  C) In a Kentucky mountain forest.

  D) In a Mexican mountain forest.


  21. A) Each flock of butterflies lays eggs in the same states.

  B) They start to lay eggs when they are nine months old.

  C) Each generation in a cycle lays eggs at a different place.

  D) Only the strongest can reach their destination to lay eggs.


  22. A) Evolution of monarch butterflies.

  B) Living habits of monarch butterflies.

  C) Migration patterns of monarch butterflies.

  D) Environmental impacts on monarch butterfly life.


  Passage Three


  Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  23. A) Time has become more limited.

  B) Time has become more precious.

  C) Time is money.

  D) Time is relative.


  24. A) Americans now attach more importance to the effective use of time.

  B) Americans today have more free time than earlier generations.

  C) The number of hours Americans work has increased steadily.

  D) More and more Americans feel pressed for time nowadays.


  25. A) Our interpersonal relationships improve.

  B) Our work efficiency increases greatly.

  C) Our living habits are altered.

  D) Our behavior is changed.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  The first copyright law in the United States was passed by Congress in 1790. In 1976 Congress enacted the latest copyright law, (26) __________ the technological developments that had occurred since the passage of the Copyright Act of 1909. For example, in 1909, anyone who wanted to make a single copy of a (27) __________ work for personal use had to do so by hand. The very process (28) __________ a limitation on the quantity of materials copied. Today, a photocopier can do the work in seconds; the limitation has disappeared. The 1909 law did not provide full protection for films and sound recordings, nor did it (29) __________ the need to protect radio and television. As a result, (30) __________ of the law and abuses of the intent of the law have lessened the (31) __________ rewards of authors, artists, and producers. The 1976 Copyright Act has not prevented these abuses fully, but it has clarified the legal rights of the injured parties and given them an (32) __________ for remedy.


  Since 1976 the Act has been (33) __________ to include computer software, and guidelines have been adopted for fair use of television broadcasts. These changes have cleared up much of the confusion and conflict that followed (34) __________ the 1976 legislation.


  The fine points of the law are decided by the courts and by acceptable common practice over time. As these decisions and agreements are made, we modify our behavior accordingly. For now, we need to (35) __________ the law and its guidelines as accurately as we can and to act in a fair manner.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  For investors who desire low risk and guaranteed income, U.S. government bonds are a secure investment because these bonds have the financial backing and full faith and credit of the federal government. Municipal bonds, also secure, are offered by local governments and often have 　36　 such as tax-free interest. Some may even be 　37　. Corporate bonds are a bit more risky.


  Two questions often 　38　 first-time corporate bond investors. The first is “If I purchase a corporate bond, do I have to hold it until the maturity date?” The answer is no. Bonds are bought and sold daily on 　39　 securities exchanges. However, if you decide to sell your bond before its maturity date, you're not guaranteed to get the face value of the bond. For example, if your bond does not have 　40　 that make it attractive to other investors, you may be forced to sell your bond at a 　41　, i.e., a price less than the bond's face value. But if your bond is highly valued by other investors, you may be able to sell it at a premium, i.e., a price above its face value. Bond prices generally 　42　 inversely （相反地） with current market interest rates. As interest rates go up, bond prices fall, and vice versa （反之亦然）. Thus, like all investments, bonds have a degree of risk.


  The second question is “How can I 　43　 the investment risk of a particular bond issue?” Standard & Poor's and Moody's Investors Service rate the level of risk of many corporate and government bonds. And 　44　, the higher the market risk of a bond, the higher the interest rate. Investors will invest in a bond considered risky only if the 　45　 return is high enough.


  
    A) advantages

    B) assess

    C) bother

    D) conserved

    E) deduction

    F) discount

    G) embarrass

    H) features

    I) fluctuate

    J) indefinite

    K) insured

    L) major

    M) naturally

    N) potential

    O) simultaneously

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  Lessons from a Feminist Paradise


  A) On the surface, Sweden appears to be a feminist paradise. Look at any global survey of gender equality and Sweden will be near the top. Family-friendly policies are its norm—with 16 months of paid parental leave, special protections for part-time workers and state-subsidized preschools where, according to a government website, “gender-awareness education is increasingly common.” Due to an unofficial quota system, women hold 45 percent of positions in the Swedish parliament. They have enjoyed the protection of government agencies with titles like the Ministry of Integration and Gender Equality and the Secretariat of Gender Research. So why are American women so far ahead of their Swedish counterparts in breaking through the glass ceiling?


  B) In a 2012 report, the World Economic Forum found that when it comes to closing the gender gap in “economic participation and opportunity,” the United States is ahead of not only Sweden but also Finland, Denmark, the Netherlands, Iceland, Germany, and the United Kingdom. Sweden's rank in the report can largely be explained by its political quota system. Though the United States has fewer women in the workforce (68 percent compared to Sweden's 77 percent), American women who choose to be employed are far more likely to work full-time and to hold high-level jobs as managers or professionals. They also own more businesses, launch more start-ups （新创办的企业） and more often work in traditionally male fields. As for breaking through the glass ceiling in business, American women are well in the lead.


  C) What explains the American advantage? How can it be that societies like Sweden, where gender equality is vigorously pursued and enforced, have fewer female managers, executives, professionals, and business owners than the laissez-faire （自由放任的） United States? A new study by Cornell economists Francine Blau and Lawrence Kahn gives an explanation.


  D) Generous parental leave policies and readily available part-time options have unintended consequences: instead of strengthening women's attachment to the workplace, they appear to weaken it. In addition to a 16-month leave, a Swedish parent has the right to work six hours a day (for a reduced salary) until his or her child is eight years old. Mothers are far more likely than fathers to take advantage of this law. But extended leaves and part-time employment are known to be harmful to careers—for both genders. And with women a second factor comes into play: most seem to enjoy the flexible-time arrangement (once known as the “mommy track”) and never find their way back to full-time or high-level employment. In sum: generous family-friendly policies do keep more women in the labor market, but they also tend to diminish their careers.


  E) According to Blau and Kahn, Swedish-style paternal （父亲的） leave policies and flexible-time arrangements pose a second threat to women's progress: they make employers cautious about hiring women for full-time positions at all. Offering a job to a man is the safer bet. He is far less likely to take a year of parental leave and then return on a reduced work schedule for the next eight years.


  F) I became aware of the trials of career-focused European women a few years ago when I met a post-doctoral student from Germany who was then a visiting fellow at Johns Hopkins. She was astonished by the professional possibilities afforded to young American women. Her best hope in Germany was a government job—prospects for women in the private sector were dim. “In Germany,” she told me, “we have all the benefits, but employers don't want to hire us.”


  G) Swedish economists Magnus Henrekson and Mikael Stenkula addressed the following question in their 2009 study: why are there so few female top executives in the European egalitarian （平等主义的） welfare states? Their answer: “Broad-based welfare-state policies hinder women's representation in elite competitive positions.”


  H) It is tempting to declare the Swedish policies regressive （退步的） and hail the American system as superior. But that would be shortsighted. The Swedes can certainly take a lesson from the United States and look for ways to clear a path for their ambitious female careerists. But most women are not committed careerists. When the Pew Research Center recently asked American parents to identify their “ideal” life arrangement, 47 percent of mothers said they would prefer to work part-time and 20 percent said they would prefer not to work at all. Fathers answered differently: 75 percent preferred full-time work. Some version of the Swedish system might work well for a majority of American parents, but the United States is unlikely to fully embrace the Swedish model. Still, we can learn from their experience.


  I) Despite its failure to shatter the glass ceiling, Sweden has one of the most powerful and innovative economies in the world. In its 2011-2012 survey, the World Economic Forum ranked Sweden as the world's third most competitive economy; the United States came in fifth. Sweden, dubbed the “rockstar of the recovery” in the Washington Post, also leads the world in life satisfaction and happiness. It is a society well worth studying, and its efforts to conquer the gender gap impart a vital lesson—though not the lesson the Swedes had in mind.


  J) Sweden has gone farther than any other nation on earth to integrate the sexes and to offer women the same opportunities and freedoms as men. For decades, these descendants of the Vikings have been trying to show the world that the right mix of enlightened policy, consciousness raising, and non-sexist child rearing would close the gender divide once and for all. Yet the divide persists.


  K) A 2012 press release from Statistics Sweden bears the title “Gender Equality in Sweden Treading （踩） Water” and notes:


  
    	The total income from employment for all ages is lower for women than for men.


    	One in three employed women and one in ten employed men work part-time.


    	Women's working time is influenced by the number and age of their children, but men's working time is not affected by these factors.


    	Of all employees, only 13 percent of the women and 12 percent of the men have occupations with an even distribution of the sexes.

  


  L) Confronted with such facts, some Swedish activists and legislators are demanding more extreme and far-reaching measures, such as replacing male and female pronouns with a neutral alternative and monitoring children more closely to correct them when they gravitate （被吸引） toward gendered play. When it came to light last year that mothers, far more than fathers, chose to stay home from work to care for their sick kids, Ulf Kristersson, minister of social security, quickly commissioned a study to determine the causes of and possible cures for this disturbing state of affairs.


  M) Swedish family policies, by accommodating women's preferences effectively, are reducing the number of women in elite competitive positions. The Swedes will find this paradoxical and try to find solutions. Let us hope these do not include banning gender pronouns, policing children's play, implementing more gender quotas, or treating women's special attachment to home and family as a social injustice. Most mothers do not aspire to （向往） elite, competitive full-time positions: the Swedish policies have given them the freedom and opportunity to live the lives they prefer. Americans should look past the gender rhetoric and consider what these Scandinavians have achieved. On their way to creating a feminist paradise, the Swedes have unintentionally created a haven （避风港） for normal mortals.


  46. Sweden has done more than other nations to close the gender gap, but it continues to exist.


  47. Sweden is one of the most competitive economies in the world and its people enjoy the greatest life satisfaction.


  48. More American women hold elite job positions in business than Swedish women.


  49. Swedish family-friendly policies tend to exert a negative influence on women's careers.


  50. The quota system in Sweden ensures women's better representation in government.


  51. Though the Swedish model appears workable for most American parents, it may not be accepted by them in its entirety.


  52. Swedish women are allowed the freedom and opportunity to choose their own way of life.


  53. Swedish employers are hesitant about hiring women for full-time positions because of the family-friendly policies.


  54. Gender-awareness education is becoming more and more popular in state-subsidized preschools in Sweden.


  55. Some lawmakers in Sweden propose that genderless pronouns be used in the Swedish language.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  Texting has long been bemoaned （哀叹） as the downfall of the written word, “penmanship for illiterates,” as one critic called it. To which the proper response is LOL. Texting properly isn't writing at all. It's a “spoken” language that is getting richer and more complex by the year.


  First, some historical perspective. Writing was only invented 5,500 years ago, whereas language probably traces back at least 80,000 years. Thus talking came first; writing is just a craft that came along later. As such, the first writing was based on the way people talk, with short sentences. However, while talking is largely subconscious and rapid, writing is deliberate and slow. Over time, writers took advantage of this and started crafting long-winded sentences such as this one: “The whole engagement lasted above 12 hours, till the gradual retreat of the Persians was changed into a disorderly flight, of which the shameful example was given by the principal leaders and...”


  No one talks like that casually—or should. But it is natural to desire to do so for special occasions. In the old days, we didn't much write like talking because there was no mechanism to reproduce the speed of conversation. But texting and instant messaging do—and a revolution has begun. It involves the crude mechanics of writing, but in its economy, spontaneity and even vulgarity, texting is actually a new kind of talking, with its own kind of grammar and conventions.


  Take LOL. It doesn't actually mean “laughing out loud” in a literal sense anymore. LOL has evolved into something much subtler and sophisticated and is used even when nothing is remotely amusing. Jocelyn texts “Where have you been?” and Annabelle texts back “LOL at the library studying for two hours.” LOL signals basic empathy （同感） between texters, easing tension and creating a sense of equality. Instead of having a literal meaning, it does something—conveying an attitude—just like the -ed ending conveys past tense rather than “meaning” anything. LOL, of all things, is grammar.


  Of course no one thinks about that consciously. But then most of communication operates without being noticed. Over time, the meaning of a word or an expression drifts—meat used to mean any kind of food, silly used to mean, believe it or not, blessed.


  Civilization, then, is fine—people banging away on their smartphones are fluently using a code separate from the one they use in actual writing, and there is no evidence that texting is ruining composition skills. Worldwide people speak differently from the way they write, and texting—quick, casual and only intended to be read once—is actually a way of talking with your fingers.


  56. What do critics say about texting?


  A) It is mainly confined to youngsters.

  B) It competes with traditional writing.

  C) It will ruin the written language.

  D) It is often hard to understand.


  57. In what way does the author say writing is different from talking?


  A) It is crafted with specific skills.

  B) It expresses ideas more accurately.

  C) It does not have as long a history.

  D) It is not as easy to comprehend.


  58. Why is LOL much used in texting?


  A) It brings texters closer to each other.

  B) It shows the texter's sophistication.

  C) It is a trendy way to communicate.

  D) It adds to the humor of the text.


  59. Examples like meat and silly are cited to show ________.


  A) the difference between writing and talking

  B) how differently words are used in texting

  C) why people use the words the way they do

  D) the gradual change of word meaning


  60. What does the author think of texting?


  A) It facilitates exchange of ideas among people.

  B) It is a new form of verbal communication.

  C) It deteriorates people's composition skills.

  D) It hastens the decline of the written word.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  It's possible to admire Oprah Winfrey and still wish Harvard hadn't awarded her an honorary doctor of law degree and the commencement （毕业典礼） speaker spot at yesterday's graduation. There's no question Oprah's achievements place her in the temple of American success stories. Talent, charm, and an exceptional work ethic have rarely hurled anyone as far as they have this former abused teenage mother from rural Mississippi who became one of the world's most successful entertainment icons and the first African-American female billionaire.


  Honorary degrees are often conferred on non-academic leaders in the arts, business, and politics. Harvard's list in recent years has included Kofi Annan, Bill Gates, Meryl Streep, and David Souter. But Oprah's particular brand of celebrity is not a good fit for the values of a university whose motto （座右铭）, Veritas, means truth. Oprah's passionate advocacy extends, unfortunately, to a hearty embrace of fake science. Most notoriously, Oprah's validation of Jenny McCarthy's claim that vaccines cause autism （自闭症） has no doubt contributed to much harm through the foolish avoidance of vaccines.


  Famous people are entitled to a few failings, like the rest of us, and the choice of commencement speakers often reflects a balance of institutional priorities and aspirations. Judging from our conversations with many students, Oprah was a widely popular choice.


  But this vote of confidence in Oprah sends a troubling message at precisely the time when American universities need to do more to advance the cause of reason. As former Dean of Harvard College, Harry Lewis, noted in a blog post about his objections, “It seems very odd for Harvard to honor such a high profile popularizer of the irrational... at a time when political and religious nonsense so jeopardize the rule of reason in this allegedly enlightened democracy and around the world.”


  As America's oldest and most visible university, Harvard has a special opportunity to convey its respect for science not only through its research and teaching programs but also in its public affirmation of evidence-based inquiry.


  Unfortunately, many American universities seem awfully busy protecting their brand name and not nearly busy enough protecting the pursuit of knowledge. A recent article in The Harvard Crimson noted the shocking growth of Harvard's public relations arm in the last five years and it questioned whether a focus on risk management and avoiding controversy was really the best outward-looking face of this great institution.


  As American research universities begin to resemble profit centers and entertainment complexes, it's easy to lose sight of their primary mission: to produce and spread knowledge. This mission depends on traditions of rational discourse and vigorous defense of the scientific method. Oprah Winfrey's honorary doctorate was a step in the wrong direction.


  61. What do we learn about Oprah Winfrey from the passage?


  A) She was a distinguished graduate of Harvard School of Law.

  B) She worked her way to success in the entertainment industry.

  C) She used to abuse her children when she was a young mother.

  D) She achieved her fame through persistent advocacy of fake science.


  62. Why does the author deem it inappropriate for Harvard to confer an honorary degree on Oprah Winfrey?


  A) She did not specialize in the study of law.

  B) She was known as a supporter of fake science.

  C) She was an icon of the entertainment industry.

  D) She had not distinguished herself academically.


  63. How did Harry Lewis react to Harvard's decision in his blog post?


  A) He was strongly against it.

  B) He considered it unpopular.

  C) He thought it would help enhance Harvard's reputation.

  D) He thought it represented the will of the Harvard community.


  64. What is the author's regret about many American universities?


  A) They show inadequate respect for evidence-based inquiry.

  B) They fall short of expectations in teaching and research.

  C) They attach too much importance to public relations.

  D) They are tolerant of political and religious nonsense.


  65. What does the author think a prestigious university like Harvard should focus on?


  A) Cultivation of student creativity.

  B) Defense of the scientific method.

  C) Liberation of the human mind.

  D) Pursuit of knowledge and truth.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  北京计划未来三年投资7,600亿元治理污染，从减少PM2.5排放入手。这一新公布的计划旨在减少四种主要污染源，包括500多万辆机动车的尾气（exhaust）排放、周边地区燃煤、来自北方的沙尘暴和本地的建筑灰尘。另有850亿元用于新建或升级城市垃圾处理和污水（sewage）处理设施，加上300亿元投资未来三年的植树造林（forestation）。


  市政府还计划建造一批水循环利用工厂，并制止违章建筑，以改善环境。另外，北京还将更严厉地处罚违反限排规定的行为。


2014年6月大学英语六级考试真题精析（第一套）


  


Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  The saying that “men cannot be judged by their appearance” often reminds me of the proverb that “a book should never be judged by its cover,” both indicating that external appearance is unreliable and sometimes can be misleading. The saying also tries to convey that in order to truly know a person, we need to go beyond their looks and focus on more profound aspects.


  Admittedly, attractive appearance is of significance and can be an advantage. However, what really matters is one's quality and ability, which can create values for people and society. There are numerous examples of outstanding people with remarkable achievements who are just plain-looking. A good case in point is Stephen Hawking. He is crippled but has made great contributions to the world and become one of the greatest contemporary scientists. Moreover, with the advancement of technology, one's appearance can be easily changed through plastic surgeries, but abilities can only be obtained through years of self-cultivation. Last but not least, it's one's quality and ability that last while good looks fade over time.


  To conclude, judging a person by his or her appearance is superficial and undependable. A better standard is to judge one by what good he or she does to the world and humans.


  【译文】


  “不可以貌取人”这个说法经常让我想起“不可依据封面判断一本书的好坏”这句格言。这两句话都表明外表并不可靠，有时还会误导人。这种说法还试图传达这样一个信息，即为了真正了解一个人，我们需要超越外表，关注其更为深刻的方面。


  诚然，富有魅力的外表很重要，也可以成为一种优势。然而，真正重要的是一个人的品质和能力，这才是能为人民和社会创造价值的东西。外貌平凡却取得了非凡成就的杰出人物不胜枚举。斯蒂芬·霍金就是一个很好的例子，他虽身患残疾，却为世界做出了伟大的贡献，成为当代最伟大的科学家之一。此外，随着技术的发展，人的外貌能够通过整容轻易地改变，但能力却只能通过长年累月的自我培养才能获取。最后但同样重要的一点是，只有品质和能力能够长久存在，美丽的外貌会随着时间的推移而逝去。


  总之，以貌取人是肤浅和不可靠的。更好的判断标准是他们为世界和人类带来了什么益处。


  【要点用法】


  remind sb. of 使某人想起

  proverb 格言

  indicate 表明

  external 外在的

  unreliable 不可靠的

  misleading 误导性的，令人误解的

  convey 传达

  go beyond 超越

  focus on 关注，将重点放在……上

  profound 深刻的

  admittedly 诚然，必须承认的是

  significance 重要性；意义

  matter 重要，要紧

  numerous 许多的，不胜枚举的

  outstanding 杰出的

  remarkable 非凡的

  plain-looking 相貌平平的

  crippled 残疾的

  make contributions 做贡献

  contemporary 当前的，现代的

  plastic surgery 整形手术

  self-cultivation 自我培养

  last but not least 最后但同样重要的是

  fade 逝去；褪色

  superficial 肤浅的

  undependable 不可靠的


  【句法点评】


  1. The saying that “men cannot be judged by their appearance” often reminds me of the proverb that “a book should never be judged by its cover,” both indicating that external appearance is unreliable and sometimes can be misleading.


  用一个长句开篇，点明文章的中心议题。本句既呼应了题干，又自然地进一步引出另一句相似的格言。同位语从句和非谓语结构的连用，句式表达有亮点。


  2. Admittedly, attractive appearance is of significance and can be an advantage.


  主体段欲抑先扬，思维缜密，体现论证的严谨。本段从三个方面进行论述，层次分明。


  3. However, what really matters is one's quality and ability, which can create values for people and society.


  通过转折过渡到论证的核心。主语从句和非限制性定语从句的连用为表达增色。


  4. There are numerous examples of outstanding people with remarkable achievements who are just plain-looking.


  引出事例，进行举例论证，呼应题目要求。


  5. To conclude, judging a person by his or her appearance is superficial and undependable.


  结尾段过渡自然，对全文进行总结。


  6. A better standard is to judge one by what good he or she does to the world and humans.


  最后深化主题，全文结构完整，论证有力。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. A


  
    M: Look at the low prices on these fashionable TV sets. Something is fishy. Don't you think so?


    W: Well, there have been a lot of robberies recently. Some of the stolen goods may have landed here.


    Q: What does the woman imply about the low-priced television sets?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项都以they开头。


  2. 两项中有goods，两项中有products，说明they指代的应该是某种货物或产品。


  3. 四项均含有表示消极意义的词汇（stolen、fake、faulty和smuggled）。


  结论：对话围绕着某种货物或产品展开，讨论的应是此货物或产品不好的方面。


  【解析】在对话的开头男士对一些外观时尚的电视机的低标价表示怀疑，并询问女士的看法。女士回答说，最近有很多盗窃案件发生，这些电视机可能就是被偷来的。fishy意为“可疑的”；robbery意为“盗窃”，goods在对话中是指“货物”，正确答案为A。


  2. C


  
    M: I've been assigned to cover the governess's speech today. What about you?


    W: Nothing is grand as yours. I have to do an interview for the evening news about a man with dozens of cats.


    Q: What do we learn about the speakers?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以they开头，且后面都接系动词are。


  2. 四个选项中均含有表示某种人物身份的词汇（civil servants, job applicants, news reporters和public speakers）。


  结论：本题考查they的身份，需注意辨别they的指代对象。


  【解析】男士说他今天被指派去报道女州长的讲话，并问女士的工作内容是什么。女士说她得为晚间新闻做一个采访，但采访的内容没有男士那么重大。由此可知，二人的工作都与新闻报道和采访有关，他们的身份应该是新闻记者，故选C。governess意为“女州长”；grand意为“重要的，重大的”。


  3. D


  
    W: Didn't I see you going into the administration building this afternoon?


    M: I needed to switch my computer class to the 9:50 section.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以the man开头，本题可能考查与男士有关的内容。


  2. 两项提到了computer class，对话可能提到了计算机课。


  3. 一项含有administration，一项含有administrative work，对话可能提到了与管理有关的内容。


  结论：本题考查的内容可能与男士有关，对话中可能提到了计算机课和某种管理工作。


  【解析】女士问男士今天下午是不是去了行政办公楼，男士回答说，他是去为自己的计算机课更改上课时间，故选D。administration building意为“行政办公楼”。


  4. B


  
    W: I guess you watched the quiz show on television last night. What did you think about it?


    M: Well, it was great. The first four contestants won only small prizes, but the fifth left with a new luxury car.


    Q: What does the man say about the quiz show

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以it开头，对话可能考查某事或某物。


  2. 两项中都出现了contestant(s)，一项提到了show，一项提到了prize，对话很可能与某个节目或某项竞赛有关，并提到了与参赛者有关的内容。


  结论：对话考查与某个节目或某项竞赛有关的信息。


  【解析】女士问男士觉得昨晚电视上播出的智力竞赛节目怎么样，男士回答说节目不错，并说前四名参赛者只赢得了小的奖项，第五名参赛者赢得了一辆新的豪华轿车，即赢得了最大的奖项。故本题选B。quiz show意为“智力竞赛节目”；contestant意为“参赛者”。


  5. B


  
    W: I can't find the arrival time of the New York to Boston Express on this schedule.


    M: Look for New York in the left-hand column and follow it across until you find the hour listed in the Boston column.


    Q: What are the speakers most probably doing?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词的现在分词开头，本题很可能考查某人正在做什么事。


  2. 由选项中的railway、driving和airport可以推测，对话内容应与某种交通工具有关。


  结论：对话考查某人正在做某事，可能涉及某种交通工具。


  【解析】对话开头女士说她在时刻表上找不到从纽约去波士顿的特快列车的到达时间，接着男士告诉她查找到达时间的方法，由此可知两位说话者正在查看一份铁路运行时刻表，故选B。express在此意为“特快列车”。


  6. D


  
    W: You look different today, but I can't quite put my finger on what it is.


    M: Oh, yesterday I finally got around to that new barbershop in the mall and enjoyed their services.


    Q: What can be inferred about the man?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头，对话考查的内容应与男士有关。


  2. 三项为一般过去时，本题很可能考查过去发生的事情。


  结论：对话考查男士在过去的时间里所做的某件事情。应留意男士在对话中是否提到了coat、job、finger或hair。


  【解析】对话开头女士说男士今天看起来与以往不同，但她又说不上来具体是哪里不同。接着男士说他昨天去了商场里新开的那家理发店，并享受了他们的服务。不难推出男士是去理发了。由此可知答案选D。put one's finger on意为“确切地指出”；get around to意为“抽出时间来做（某事）”；barbershop意为“理发店”。


  7. A


  
    W: What do you think of Picasso's paintings exhibited in the city museum?


    M: Personally I can't quite see the meaning in his modern works. Most of them remind me of the stuff my nephew brings home from the kindergarten.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以he开头，另一项中提到了his，本题很可能考查与男士有关的内容。


  2. 由选项中的Picasso、exhibition、draw、paintings和drawings可知，对话内容与画作、画展有关，可能提到了毕加索的画。


  结论：对话围绕毕加索的画作展开，很可能考查男士的某种观点或看法。


  【解析】女士问男士觉得城市博物馆所展览的毕加索的画作怎么样，男士回答说，他不是很理解毕加索的现代作品所表达的意义，并说毕加索的大部分画作让他想起了他侄子从幼儿园带回家的一些作品。由此可以推断，男士觉得无法欣赏毕加索的画作展览，故选A。remind sb. of意为“使某人想起”。


  8. B


  
    W: Rod said he wanted to get involved in student government this year.


    M: But he hasn't gone to a single meeting, has he?


    Q: What does the man imply about Rod?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以he开头，两项以his开头，本题考查的内容应与某位男士有关。


  2. 两项提到了student government，对话内容可能提到了学生会。


  结论：对话可能考查某位男士参加学生会的相关内容。


  【解析】女士说，罗德曾经说他今年想要参与学生会的活动，而男士则回应说：“但他没有参加过任何一次学生会的会议。”由此可以推知，罗德虽然说想要参与学生会的活动，却没有付诸行动，这说明他言行不一，故选B。student government意为“学生会”；put the cart before the horse本意是指“将马车置于马的前面”，引申义就是“本末倒置”；square with意为“与……相一致”。


  Conversation One


  M: Good morning, madam!Can I help you?


  W: Oh, I do hope so. ［9］I have to get to Manchester today and my own car has broken down. Do you by any chance have a car available?


  M: For how many days, madam?


  W: Three, just until the weekend.


  M: And what sort of car did you have in mind?


  W: ［10］Well, that depends a bit on the price. But I normally drive a Cavalier. Do you have anything like that?


  M: Yes, certainly. That's Group C which includes Cavalier and Sierras.


  W: How much are they?


  M: Well, for three days, you would have to have it under the unlimited mileage conditions, which will work out cheaper for Manchester anyway. Let's see, Group C, three-to-five-day hire with unlimited mileage is 53 pounds per day.


  W: I see. Does that include everything?


  M: ［11］It includes third party insurance, but does not include value-added tax, petrol or CDW.


  W: What's that?


  M: CDW? Oh, that's to cover you in case you damage the hire car. Third party insurance only covers you for damage to another vehicle. For Group C cars it's 6 pounds per day.


  W: OK. I think I'll have the Cavalier.


  M: Right. Could I have your driving license please?


  W: Certainly. Here we are.


  M: So, it's Mrs. J. B. Courty.


  W: Yes, that's right.


  M: And the number is 5o9o24bc9cs, expiring the 1st of July, 2015. And you want to take it immediately?


  W: Yes, I do. Please.


  M: Lovely. Well, if you could just initial that box there for the CDW, and that box there to confirm you have known driving convictions. Thank you. And then sign there. Great!That's it!


  9. Why does the woman want to hire a car?


  10. What is the woman's main consideration in hiring a car?


  11. What does the daily charge include?


  9. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以she开头，一项以her开头，一项含有her。


  2. 三项提到了her car。


  结论：本题可能是对女士的情况进行提问，询问有关她的汽车的情况。四个选项的信息点比较分散，具体是她把汽车留在了曼彻斯特、她的汽车坏了、她想周末去旅行、汽车一周内拿不回来，需要在听音时重点关注四个选项的核心词（left...car in Manchester, went wrong, go traveling on the weekend, won't be back），然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】对话一开始，女士说她当天想去曼彻斯特，但是她的车坏了，问男士那里有没有可供租用的车。由此可见，选项B“她的汽车出了点故障”为本题正确答案。选项A中的Manchester以及选项C中的weekend对话中虽都有提及，但均为干扰项，考生应加以区分。选项D文中未提及。故A、C、D三项均可排除。


  10. D


  【听前预测】四项均为名词，由此推测该题以what进行提问。结合上题推断，具体的提问内容可能仍与女士和汽车有关，可能是女士租车或买车比较关注的方面。本题考查点不太明确，考生在听音时应重点关注四个选项的名词及与之相关的内容，然后再结合本题的问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】对话中，在女士说明自己需要租车的目的之后，男士问女士想要租用哪种车型，女士回答说这取决于车的价位，然后询问有没有像Cavalier（骑士）之类的车，男士回答说有，女士又进一步询问了这类车的价位，之后男士详细介绍了根据女士的租用时间计算的费用。由此可知，女士在租车时首要考虑的是费用问题，四个选项中只有D项符合题意，故为正确答案。


  11. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词或名词短语，由此推测该题以what进行提问。


  2. 两项的内容与保险有关（third party insurance, CDW），另外两项内容一项是税收，一项是汽油。


  结论：该题以what进行提问，提问的内容可能与车的保险、租车费用中所含的税费以及汽油有关。本题选项中所给出的信息比较少，考生需在听音时重点关注四个选项中的名词或名词短语及与之相关的内容，然后再根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在男士介绍完了女士所需车型的费用之后，女士问这些费用里面都涵盖哪些内容。男士介绍说其中包括第三方责任险，但是不包含增值税、汽油和汽车碰撞险，接着在女士的提问后又具体解释了汽车碰撞险和第三方责任险。由此可知，每日的租车费用中只含有第三方责任险，故本题选A。B、C、D三项都是费用中不包含的内容，均可排除。


  Conversation Two


  W: ［12］So, possible locations for the plant. ［13］First, the basic facilities for the region are generally very good, at least between the three main cities, Bilbao, Vitoria in the south and San Sebastian. There is now a fast train link to the south of France and to the rest of Spain. Although improvements affect Bilbao principally, but the whole region benefits. First, the port area has been completely modernized and relocated. And the airport has also been extended. So the basic facilities are good.


  M: Right. So, are we in a position to choose one of these cities?


  W: ［14］Well, let's not rush into anything. I think it would be a bad idea to assume we're going to choose a city. It might be better to think about one of the smaller towns.


  M: Smaller places. Yes. So should we get details on the possible places?


  W: Yes. We could do that. But, we need, I think, first to check a few things, for example, tax benefits, grants, and anything like that, for locating to a smaller place, not one of the main cities. Then we could make a better decision.


  M: Yes, I agree. You've talked about the improved transport links in Bilbao. What about the links to the smaller towns? If it's a mountainous or hilly region, it could take an hour or more for a truck to reach a main road. ［15］So I think we need to look specifically at the train and road links for smaller towns.


  W: Yes. You're right. Road and rail, and the financial position.


  12. What are the speakers discussing?


  13. What does the woman say about Bilbao, Vitoria and San Sebastian?


  14. What does the woman think they should do?


  15. What is the man concerned about?


  12. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以how开头，一项以what开头，一项以where开头。


  2. 一项提到了更新基础设施（update the basic facilities），一项提到了工厂选址（locate their plant），一项提到了吸引投资（attract investments）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能涉及工厂的选址、基础设施建设或吸引外资等方面的相关问题。听音时应重点关注选项中的关键词及与之相关的其他信息，然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话一开始，女士所说的第一句话就是So, possible locations for the plant（那么，我们来讨论一下工厂的可选地址吧），直接点明了整个对话的主要内容，即工厂的选址问题，故C项为正确答案。A项中的basic facilities对话中有提到，但是那是选址时考虑的问题，而非讨论的主要内容。其他两项对话中都未提及。故A、B、D三项均可排除。


  13. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以their开头，两项以they开头。


  2. 两项提到了与国家有关的词汇（other European countries, south of France），两项提到了与位置相关的词（located, very close to）。


  结论：该题可能考查they所处的地理位置。听音时，应将重点放在各个选项的关键词上（road link to other European countries, located in the south of France, close to each other, basic facilities are good），然后根据问题判断出their的指代对象，最后作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话的开头，女士提到他们所考虑的工厂的地址位于毕尔巴鄂、偏南一些的维多利亚和圣塞瓦斯蒂安这三个主要城市之间，并说这整个地区开通了到法国南部和西班牙其他地区的高速列车，港口地区已经完全实现了现代化，机场也进行了扩建。女士明确指出这里的基础设施很好，故D项为正确答案。对话中只提到说话者所考虑的工厂地址开通了到法国南部和西班牙其他地区的高速列车，并没有说这三个城市与其他欧洲城市之间的交通连接很快捷，也没有提到这三个城市位于法国南部和相互之间离得非常近，故A、B、C三项均可排除。


  14. A


  【听前预测】四项均以动词原形开头，推测该题对动作进行考查。四个选项的信息点比较分散，可以获得的有用信息比较有限。结合第12题推测，该题可能考查在工厂选址、基础设施建设或吸引外资时要做的事情。听音时应重点关注各个选项的关键词及与之相关的信息，然后结合问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话中，当男士问他们是否要在这几个城市里面选择一个时，女士说不要急于做出决定。选项A中的avoid making a hasty decision与对话中的not rush into anything属于同义转换，故为正确答案。对话中提到了铁路交通体系，但并没有提到要利用这方面的优势，故B项可排除；其他两项对话中也都未提及，均可排除。


  15. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词短语。


  2. 三项提到了与地方有关的词汇（local, small towns, hilly region），三项提到了与产品或工作有关的内容（product distribution, employment policies, skilled workforce）。


  结论：该题以what进行提问，考查的内容可能与某地的产品生产、销售或人员雇佣有关。听音时应重点关注各个选项中的关键词及与之相关的内容，然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话中，男士说他同意女士提到的先对小城镇的税收优惠、津贴等情况进行考虑的想法，同时也对小城镇的交通状况提出了疑问，认为如果工厂的地址位于山区的话，卡车要到达主干道可能需要一个小时或者更多的时间，他觉得他们应该特别了解一下到小城镇的铁路和公路交通状况。由此可知，C项为正确答案。其他三项对话中都未提及，故均可排除。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  ［16］In a study of older people with sisters and brothers, psychologist Debra Gold of the Duke Center for the study of aging and human development found that about 20% said they were either hostile or indifferent toward their sisters and brothers. Reasons for this ranged from inheritance disputes to hostility between spouses. But many of those who had poor relationships felt guilty. Although most people admitted to some lingering rivalry, it was rarely strong enough to end the relationship. Only four out of the 55 people interviewed had completely broken with their sisters and brothers and only one of the four felt comfortable with the break. ［17］As sisters and brothers advance into old age, closeness increases and rivalry diminishes, explains Victor Chichiarelli, a psychologist at Purdue University. Most of the elderly people he interviewed said they had supportive and friendly dealings and got along well or very well with their sisters and brothers. Only 4% got along poorly. Gold found that as people age, they often become more involved with and interested in their sisters and brothers. 53% of those she interviewed said that contact with their sisters and brothers increase in late adulthood. With family and career obligations reduced, many said they had more time for each other. Others said that they felt it was time to heal wounds. ［18］A man who had recently reconciled with his brother told Gold there's something that lets older people put aside the bad deeds of the past and focus a little on what we need now, especially when it's sisters and brothers.


  16. What does the study by Debra Gold find about older people?


  17. What has probably caused closeness to increase among sisters and brothers according to Victor Chichiarelli?


  18. What did the man who had recently reconciled with his brother tell Debra Gold about older people?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，其中出现频率最高的词汇是sisters and brothers，以及人际关系方面的词汇（were on bad terms with, had broken with, renew contact with, are more tolerant of, close relatives等），由此可大致推断，本文很可能讲的是有关人际关系的话题，特别是兄弟姐妹之间的关系。

  


  16. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均提到them。


  2. 四项都含有表示比率的词汇（one fifth, about one eighth, more than half of, most of）。


  3. 两项含有sisters and brothers。


  结论：本题很可能考查them中有多少人做了某事，而这件事很可能与sisters and brothers有关。在听音时应重点留意提到数字的地方。


  【解析】短文开头提到，心理学家德布拉·戈尔德发现，约有20%的受访老人对自己的兄弟姐妹不友好或者漠不关心，言外之意就是他们与自己的兄弟姐妹关系紧张。20%即为五分之一，故选项A正确。文中没有提到选项B、C中的比率；文中提到受访的55人里面只有4人彻底与其兄弟姐妹断绝了关系，并非“大多数”，故排除选项D。


  17. C


  【解题思路】四项都是名词短语，因此本题考查的是具体的事情，应还是与兄弟姐妹之间的关系有关。


  【解析】短文中间部分提到，心理学家维克托·基基亚雷利说，随着兄弟姐妹们渐渐老去，他们之间的亲密程度会增强，矛盾或对抗也会消失。由此可以推断，兄弟姐妹之间关系变得亲密是由于年龄的增加，故选项C正确。


  18. B


  【解题思路】四项均以they开头，因此本题考查的是they做的事情。听音时要注意分辨they的指代对象。


  【解析】短文最后提到，有名男子最近刚与他的兄弟和解，他说，老年人抛开过去不好的行为，而关注现在所需的东西，特别是涉及自己的兄弟姐妹时。“不愉快的记忆”也属于“不好的行为”，故选项B为正确答案。其他选项文中并没有提到，故均可排除。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  Monarch butterflies, the large orange and black insects, are a common summer sight in the northern United States and Canada. They brighten parks and gardens as they fly among the flowers. ［19］What makes monarch butterflies particularly interesting is they migrate—all the way to California or Mexico and back. They are thought to be the only insect that does this. Every year in the late summer, monarchs begin their migration to the south. Those heading for Mexico go first for the Louisiana Mississippi region. Then they fly across the Gulf of Mexico into Texas. ［20］Once in Mexico, they establish themselves in one of about 15 sites in a mountain forest. Each site provides a winter home for millions of monarchs. The butterflies are so numerous that they often cover entire trees. When spring comes, they begin their long journey north. The question is often asked whether every butterfly makes the round trip journey every year. And the answer is no. The average monarch lives about nine months. ［21］So one flying north might lay eggs in Louisiana and then die. The eggs of that generation may be found in Kentucky; the eggs of the next generation may end up in Wisconsin or Michigan. The last generation of the season about the forth will make the journey back to Mexico and restart the cycle. Scientists learn about monarch butterflies' migration by capturing and placing identifying tags on the insects. By recapturing a tagged monarch and noting where it came from, the next scientist can figure out things like the butterfly's age and its routing.


  19. What is unique about monarch butterflies according to the speaker?


  20. Where do monarch butterflies settle at the end of their migration?


  21. What does the speaker say about monarch butterflies' reproduction?


  22. What is the talk mainly about?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，其中出现频率最高的词是butterfly/butterflies，由此可以大致推断，本文很可能与某种蝴蝶有关。

  


  19. C


  【解题思路】四项均以they开头，因此本题考查的是they做的事情。听音时要注意分辨they的指代对象。


  【解析】短文开头部分指出，黑脉金斑蝶被认为是唯一一种进行这种长途迁徙的昆虫，后面又说，每年夏末它们会飞往南方的加利福尼亚州或墨西哥越冬，之后又会飞回北方产卵，周而复始。由此可知，这种蝴蝶不仅是唯一一种会长途迁徙的昆虫，而且每次迁徙的路线都是固定的。故选项C正确。They指代的就是黑脉金斑蝶。


  20. D


  【解题思路】四项都表示“在……的山林里”，因此本题考查的是山林所处的具体位置，听音时要重点留意表示地名的词。


  【解析】短文中间部分指出，黑脉金斑蝶到达墨西哥的山林里后准备越冬，来年再飞往北方去产卵，由此可以推断，墨西哥的山林就是蝴蝶迁徙的目的地，故选项D正确。


  21. C


  【解题思路】四项中均出现了lay(s) eggs，由此可以推断，本题考查的内容与产卵有关，听音时需留意相关内容。


  【解析】短文结尾部分指出，每一代蝴蝶可能会出现在不同的地方并产卵，比如路易斯安那州、肯塔基州、威斯康辛州或密歇根州，最后一代会飞回墨西哥，迁徙周期循环往复。故选项C正确。文中说，黑脉金斑蝶的平均寿命是九个月左右，而不是它们九个月大时开始产卵，故排除选项B；其他选项文中并未提到。


  22. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都是名词短语。


  2. 四项都含有butterfly或butterflies。


  结论：本题考查与蝴蝶有关的内容，本题是最后一题，可能考查文章主旨。


  【解析】本题属于主旨题，要理解全文大意才能作出判断。短文通篇都在讲述黑脉金斑蝶进行长途迁徙的时间、路线、目的等，呈现出一幅黑脉金斑蝶迁徙的完整图景，故选项C正确。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  ［23］People nowadays seem to have the sense that their time has become more limited; that compared to earlier generations, we spend more and more time working and have less and less free time to engage in leisure pursuits. But this premise turns out to be an illusion. ［24］The most comprehensive data from major time use surveys suggest that, if anything, Americans today have more free time than earlier generations. The number of hours we work has not changed much, but we spend less time now on home tasks. So we have a greater amount of time for leisure than in decades past. So why do we feel like time is so scarce? One problem is that our time has become more valuable and as time becomes worth more money, we feel like we have less of it. Workers who bill or get paid by the hour, think lawyers and fast-food workers, report focusing more on pursuing more money than those who get paid at salary and the effect happens fast. In one experiment, people were told to play the role of consultants and bill their time at either nine dollars an hour or ninety dollars an hour. When people billed their time for ninety dollars an hour, they reported feeling far more pressed for time. ［25］Thinking about our time as money changes our behavior as well. In one study, people who were instructed to think about money before entering a cafe spent less time chatting with the other patrons and more time working. Those who were thinking about their time did the reverse, spending time socializing instead of working.


  23. What does the speaker say people now feel about time?


  24. What do the data from major time use surveys show?


  25. What happens when we think about our time as money?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，其中出现频率最高的关键词是time，由此可以大致推断，本文内容与时间有关，听录音时需重点关注与时间相关的内容，以及人们对时间的态度或观点的内容，应注重对短文细节信息的把握。

  


  23. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以time开头。


  2. 三项中分别出现了形容词limited、precious、relative，一项提及money，都用来描述时间。


  结论：本题考查的应该是对时间的描述，很可能涉及态度或者观点，听录音时要注意与各选项相关的内容。


  【解析】本题问的是关于人们现在对时间的感觉，讲话者说了什么。文中第一句提到，现在人们似乎觉得自己的时间变得更加有限。故A项为正确答案。其他三项的表述本身没有错，但不符合题意，故应排除。


  24. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项内容均涉及“时间”。


  2. 四项都提到了Americans。


  结论：本题考查的应该是美国人对于时间的看法或者是与他们利用时间有关的情况，很可能是对一项事实进行的描述。各项的信息点比较分散，因此听录音时需要重点关注与各项中的关键信息有关的内容。


  【解析】本题问的是重要的针对时间使用的调查数据显示了什么。原文开头部分提到，一些重要的针对时间使用的调查数据表明，与前几代人相比，现在的美国人拥有更多的自由时间。故B项为正确答案。其他三项均与题意不符，故应排除。


  25. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都以our开头。


  2. 四项内容均涉及表示发生变化的词，如improve、increase、alter和change。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能与我们生活的某一方面的变化相关，因此听录音时需要重点关注与各项中表示变化的关键信息相关的内容。


  【解析】本题问的是当我们想到自己的时间就是金钱时，会发生什么事情。短文最后提到，考虑到我们的时间就是金钱也会使我们的行为发生改变。紧接着用一项研究来证明这一点，故D项为正确答案。其他三项文中均未提到，故应排除。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  The first copyright law in the United States was passed by Congress in 1790. In 1976 Congress enacted the latest copyright law, ［26］taking into consideration the technological developments that had occurred since the passage of the Copyright Act of 1909. For example, in 1909, anyone who wanted to make a single copy of a ［27］literary work for personal use had to do so by hand. The very process ［28］imposed a limitation on the quantity of materials copied. Today, a photocopier can do the work in seconds; the limitation has disappeared. The 1909 Law did not provide full protection for films and sound recordings, nor did it ［29］anticipate the need to protect radio and television. As a result, ［30］violations of the law and abuses of the intent of the law have lessened the ［31］financial rewards of authors, artists and producers. The 1976 Copyright Act has not prevented these abuses fully, but it has clarified the legal rights of the injured parties and given them an ［32］avenue for remedy.


  Since 1976 the Act has been ［33］amended to include computer software, and guidelines have been adopted for fair use of television broadcasts. These changes have cleared up much of the confusion and conflict that followed ［34］in the wake of the 1976 legislation.


  The fine points of the law are decided by the courts and by acceptable common practice over time. As these decisions and agreements are made, we modify our behavior accordingly. For now, we need to ［35］interpret the law and its guidelines as accurately as we can and to act in a fair manner.


  
    26. take into consideration 考虑

    27. literary 文学的

    28. impose 施加

    29. anticipate 预料，料到

    30. violation 违反

    31. financial 金钱的，经济的

    32. avenue 途径

    33. amend 修订

    34. in the wake of 紧随

    35. interpret 阐释

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  对于希望风险较低、收益有保障的投资者来说，美国政府债券是一种安全投资，因为这些债券拥有联邦政府的财政支持和十足的信用保障。市政债券也很安全，由地方政府发行，且常常具备诸如利息免税之类的［36］优势。有些甚至可能有风险［37］担保。企业债券的风险则会更高一些。


  有两个问题常常［38］困扰初次购买企业债券的投资者。第一个问题是“如果我购买了一种企业债券，那我必须一直持有它，直到它到期吗？”答案是否定的。债券每天都会在［39］各大证券交易所被买进或卖出。然而，如果你决定在到期之日前出售债券，你就不一定能够获得债券的票面价值。例如，如果你的债券不具备足以吸引其他投资者的［40］特点的话，你可能会被迫将其［41］折价出售，即以低于债券面值的价格出售。但是如果其他投资者十分看重你的债券，你也可能溢价出售，即以高于面值的价格出售。债券价格的［42］波动通常与当前市场利率的波动方向相反。当利率上升的时候，债券价格下跌，当利率下降的时候，债券价格上涨。因此，和所有的投资一样，债券也有一定程度的风险。


  第二个问题是“我如何能够［43］评估某种债券发行的投资风险？”标准普尔和穆迪投资服务公司会对许多企业债券和政府债券作风险等级排名。［44］当然，债券的市场风险越高，利率就越高。对于一种被认为有风险的债券，只有［45］潜在收益足够高，投资者才会对其进行投资。


  【答案解析】


  36. A) advantages


  语法判断：空格前为have，空格后为such as tax-free interest，由并列连词and可以判断have为动词，与are offered并列，故空格处应填入名词，作have的宾语。


  语义判断：符合语法判断的备选名词有advantages“优势，优点”、bother“麻烦”、deduction“扣除”、discount“折扣”、features“特点，特征”、major“专业；修某专业的学生”和potential“潜力；潜在性”。such as表示列举，所举之例是tax-free interest，即利息免税，可知此处说的是政府债券的好处。空格处应填入表示“优势，好处”的词，故选A。


  37. K) insured


  语法判断：空格位于句子的末尾，空格前是may even be，由此可判断空格应填入形容词或动词的过去分词。


  语义判断：符合语法判断的备选形容词有indefinite“不确定的，不明确的”、major“主要的；重大的”和potential“潜在的，可能的”，备选过去分词有conserved“被保存的；受保护的”和insured“被保险的，被担保的”。上一句提到市政债券的优势，此句承接上句，进一步说明它们的其他好处，符合条件的备选项中insured符合文意，表示有些市政债券甚至可能有风险担保，故本题选K。


  38. C) bother


  语法判断：空格前是句子的主语Two questions（复数）及副词often，空格后是名词短语，由此可判断空格处应填入动词，充当句子的谓语。又由下文中的The first is及本句中的often可判断本句的时态应为一般现在时，故可知空格处应填入动词原形。


  语义判断：符合语法判断的备选动词原形有assess“评估”、bother“困扰，使烦恼”、discount“打折；怀疑”、embarrass“使尴尬”、fluctuate“波动”和major“主修”。结合上下文语义可知，此处是说有两个问题经常“困扰”初次购买企业债券的投资者，故本题选C。


  39. L) major


  语法判断：空格前为介词on，空格后为名词短语securities exchanges（证券交易所），由此可判断，空格处应填入形容词或分词，修饰后面的名词。


  语义判断：符合语法判断的形容词或分词备选项还有conserved“被保存的；受保护的”、indefinite“不确定的，不明确的”、major“主要的；重大的”和potential“潜在的，可能的”。显然，符合条件的备选项中major符合此处语境，即“各大证券交易所”，故本题选L。


  40. H) features


  语法判断：空格前是does not have，空格后是that引导的定语从句that make it attractive to other investors，由此可判断，空格处应填入名词，且由后面定语从句中的谓语动词为动词原形make可判定，该名词应为复数。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的备选名词只剩下features，意思是“特点，特征”，恰恰符合此处“如果你的债券不具备足以吸引其他投资者的特点的话”的语义，故本题选H。


  41. F) discount


  语法判断：空格前是at a，空格后为逗号，由此判断此处应该是一个由at构成的介词短语，故应填入一个单数名词。


  语义判断：符合语法判断的剩余备选名词中只有discount可用作单数可数名词，且at a discount可以构成固定搭配，意为“打折，以折扣价”，符合此处语义，故本题选F。


  42. I) fluctuate


  语法判断：空格前为副词generally，空格后为inversely，也为副词，且空格所在句缺少谓语，故可知此处应填入谓语动词，又由句子的复数主语bond prices及前后句的一般现在时时态可知，此处应填入动词原形。


  语义判断：符合语法条件的备选动词原形还有assess“评估”、embarrass“使尴尬”和fluctuate“波动”。此处是讲述债券价格与市场利率的变化关系问题，能表示变化的动词只有fluctuate，故本题选I。


  43. B) assess


  语法判断：空格前为How can I，空格后为名词短语the investment risk，由此可知，空格处应填入动词原形，充当句子的谓语。


  语义判断：符合语法判断的备选动词原形还有assess“评估”和embarrass“使尴尬”。此处介绍困扰债券投资新手的第二个问题，由下一句提到的两家投资服务公司对企业债券和政府债券作风险等级排名的内容可知，此处所说的第二个问题即“我如何能够评估某种债券发行的投资风险？”符合语义的备选动词原形应为assess，故本题选B。


  44. M) naturally


  语法判断：空格前为连词and，空格后为逗号，之后是一个完整的句子，由此可知，空格处应填入副词，作状语，修饰整个句子。


  语义判断：符合语法判断的备选副词有naturally“自然地”和simultaneously“同时”。本句中提到“债券的市场风险越高，利率就越高”，由常识可知，这是显而易见的情况，故此处应填入副词naturally，本题应选M。


  45. N) potential


  语法判断：空格前为定冠词the，空格后为名词return，故可判断空格处应填入形容词或分词，修饰后面的return。


  语义判断：符合语法判断的备选形容词和分词还有conserved“被保存的；受保护的”、indefinite“不确定的，不明确的”和potential“潜在的，可能的”。此处是说只有债券的收益足够高，投资人才会对其进行投资，可见应该是指“潜在的”收益，potential符合此处语义，故本题选N。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  从女权主义的天堂学到的一课


  A）从表面上看，瑞典似乎是女权主义的天堂。看看全球有关性别平等的调查，就会发现瑞典是名列前茅的国家。有利于家庭的政策是该国的规范——16个月的带薪产假、对兼职员工提供特殊保护，还有由国家资助的幼儿园，［54］在这些幼儿园里，根据一个政府网站上所说，“性别意识教育越来越普遍。”［50］基于一种非官方的定额分配体制，女性在瑞典的议会中占有45%的席位。她们享受着一些政府机构的保护，比如移民融合与性别平等事务部以及性别研究秘书处。那么，为什么美国女性在打破（限制女性晋升的）无形障碍方面远远超越了瑞典女性呢？


  B）在2012年的一份报告中，世界经济论坛发现，就缩小在“经济参与和机会”方面的性别差距而言，美国不仅领先于瑞典，还领先于芬兰、丹麦、荷兰、冰岛、德国和英国。瑞典在该报告中的排名主要可以用其政治方面的定额分配体制来解释。［48］尽管在美国，有工作的女性要比瑞典少（所占比例为68%，而瑞典为77%），但选择工作的美国女性更有可能全职工作并且从事高级别的工作，如经理和专业人员。她们还拥有更多的企业，创办更多的新兴企业，并更多地就职于传统意义上男性居多的领域。关于打破企业里阻碍女性晋升的无形障碍，美国女性遥遥领先。


  C）美国的优势应该如何解释呢？在瑞典这样积极追求和落实性别平等的社会，女性经理、总监、专业人员和企业家的数量怎么会比奉行自由放任主义的美国少呢？康奈尔大学的经济学家弗朗辛·布劳和劳伦斯·卡恩进行的一项新研究给出了解释。


  D）慷慨的产假政策和随时可得的兼职选择导致了意想不到的结果：这非但没有增强女性与职场之间的联系，反而似乎削弱了这种联系。除了16个月的产假，瑞典的父亲或母亲还有权每天只工作6个小时（领取略低一些的薪水），直到他或她的孩子长到8岁。母亲比父亲更有可能利用这项法律。但是延长的产假和兼职就业被认为不利于职业生涯——对于男性和女性来说皆是如此。就女性而言，还有另一个因素在发挥作用：大多数女性似乎很享受灵活的时间安排（这曾被称为“妈咪职业道路”），再也没有回到全职工作或高级别的就业岗位。［49］概括来说，慷慨的有利于家庭的政策确实使得职场中有了更多女性的参与，但这些政策往往也会削弱她们的职业发展。


  E）［53］据布劳和卡恩所说，瑞典式的男性育儿假政策和灵活的时间安排给女性的发展造成了另一个威胁：这使得雇主们在雇用女性担任全职职位时变得非常谨慎。雇用男性则更保险。他（泛指男性）不太可能休一年产假，然后回到工作岗位，按照时间较短的工作安排（即每天只工作6小时）度过随后的八年。


  F）我意识到注重职业的欧洲女性的遭遇是在几年前，那时我遇到一名来自德国的正在美国约翰·霍普金斯大学访问的博士后学生。对于年轻的美国女性可获得的职业机会她表示很吃惊。她最大的愿望是在德国找到一份政府机构的工作——因为女性在私营企业就职的前景十分黯淡。“在德国，”她告诉我，“我们拥有所有的福利，但是雇主不愿意雇用我们。”


  G）瑞典经济学家芒努斯·亨雷克松和米卡埃尔·斯滕库拉在他们2009年的一项研究中探讨了这个问题：为什么欧洲具有平等主义福利的国家却鲜有女性的高级管理者？他们的回答是：“福利好的国家制定的应用广泛的政策阻碍了女性从事竞争激烈的精英职位。”


  H）这可能诱使我们宣称瑞典的政策是倒退的，而称赞美国的体制优越。但如果这样做则是目光短浅之举。瑞典人当然可以从美国那里学到经验，并寻找方法为该国有抱负的职业女性清出一条职业道路。但大多数女性并不是全心全意的有职业抱负的人。最近，当皮尤研究中心请美国的一些父母表达他们“理想”的生活安排时，47%的母亲们说她们更愿意选择兼职工作，20%则说她们更愿意根本不工作。父亲们的回答有所不同：75%更愿意全职工作。［51］瑞典体制的某个版本也许对大部分的美国父母很适用，但美国不可能完全照搬瑞典模式。然而我们仍然可以从他们的经验中学到东西。


  I）尽管瑞典在打破女性在职场晋升中的无形障碍这一点上失败了，但它依然是世界上最强大、最具创新性的经济体之一。［47］在其2011~2012年度的调查中，世界经济论坛将瑞典列为世界第三大最具竞争力的经济体；而美国则排名第五。瑞典在《华盛顿邮报》中被誉为“经济复苏时期的摇滚巨星”，而该国在生活的满意度和幸福度方面同样领先世界。瑞典社会值得好好研究，其在致力于弥合性别差距方面的努力传授了重要一课——尽管与瑞典人所想的那一课有所不同。


  J）［46］瑞典在去性别差异和向女性提供与男性同样的机会和自由方面比世界上的其他任何国家都走得更远。几十年来，这些维京人的后裔一直在努力向世界证明：如果将开明的政策、意识的强化与无性别歧视的育儿方法正确结合，可以彻底缩小性别差异。但是，差异依然存在。


  K）2012年，瑞典统计局发布的一篇新闻稿的题目是“瑞典的性别平等发展状况举步维艰”，其中记录道：


  
    	若计算所有年龄段工作者的就业总收入，女性的收入要低于男性。


    	在职场中，有三分之一的女性和十分之一的男性从事兼职工作。


    	女性的工作时间会受到她们孩子的数量和年龄的影响，但是男性的工作时间不受这些因素的影响。


    	在所有的雇员中，只有13%的女性和12%的男性所在的工作环境中两种性别的员工分布均衡。

  


  L）［55］面对这些事实，一些瑞典的活动家和立法者要求采取更极端、影响更深远的措施，比如用中性的称呼来取代表示男性和女性的代词，更密切地看管儿童，以便当他们被带有性别差异的游戏吸引时及时纠正他们的行为。去年，当“母亲比父亲更倾向于选择不上班而在家里照顾生病的孩子”这一事实被披露出来时，社会保障部的部长乌尔夫·克里斯特松迅速组织了一次调查，以确定这一恼人的事态产生的原因和可能的解决办法。


  M）通过有效地适应女性的偏好，瑞典的家庭政策正在减少拥有竞争激烈的精英职位的女性人数。瑞典人会觉得这很矛盾，并试图找到解决之道。我们希望这些解决的方法不包括禁止使用性别代词，监督孩子们的玩耍，实行更多的性别配额，或者将女性与房子和家庭之间的特殊联系视为一种社会的不公平现象。［52］大多数的母亲并不热衷于精英级别的、竞争激烈的全职岗位：瑞典的政策已经给了她们按照自己喜欢的方式生活的自由和机会。美国人应透过与性别有关的说辞，思考这些斯堪的纳维亚人已经实现的成就。在创造女权主义天堂的道路上，瑞典人无意中为普通人创造了一个避风港。


  【答案解析】


  46. J


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词close the gender gap和continues to exist。文章中提及缩小性别差距但差距继续存在的段落只有J段。该段首句指出，瑞典比世界上的其他任何国家在消除性别差异和向女性提供与男性同等的机会和自由方面都走得更远。最后一句指出，但差异依然存在。可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，has done more than other nations对应原文中的has gone farther than any other nation on earth, close the gender gap对应原文中的close the gender divide, continues to exist对应原文中的persists。


  47. I


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词one of the most competitive economies和life satisfaction。原文中同时提到这两点内容的只有I段。该段第二句指出，在其2011~2012年度的调查中，世界经济论坛将瑞典列为世界第三大最具竞争力的经济体。紧接着，第三句指出，瑞典被《华盛顿邮报》誉为“经济复苏时期的摇滚巨星”，在生活满意度和幸福度方面同样领先世界。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义改写，one of the most competitive economies对应原文中的the world's third most competitive economy, enjoy the greatest life satisfaction对应原文中的leads the world in life satisfaction。


  48. B


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词American women和elite job positions in business。原文中对美国女性和瑞典女性的就业岗位进行对比的内容出现在B段。该段第三至四句提到，尽管美国劳动力中的女性人数较瑞典少，选择工作的美国女性更有可能全职工作并且从事高级别的工作；她们还拥有更多的企业，创办更多的新兴企业，更多地就职于传统的男性工作领域。其中，“高级别的工作”即“精英岗位”。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。


  49. D


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词family-friendly policies和exert a negative influence on women's careers。原文中详细谈论瑞典有利于家庭的政策对女性职业生涯的影响的内容出现在D段。该段最后一句概括说，慷慨的有利于家庭的政策确实使得劳动力市场中有更多的女性参与，但这些政策往往也会削弱她们的职业发展。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，family-friendly policies是原词复现，exert a negative influence on women's careers对应原文中的diminish their careers。


  50. A


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词the quota system和women's better representation in government。原文段落中同时提到这两个关键词的是A段，该段第三句提到，由于非官方的定额分配制，女性在瑞典议会中占有45%的席位。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义改写，women's better representation in government对应原文中的women hold 45 percent of positions in the Swedish parliament。


  51. H


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词the Swedish model和workable for most American parents。原文中论及瑞典模式对美国父母的影响的内容出现在H段。该段最后一句话提到，瑞典体制的某个版本也许对大部分美国父母很适用，但美国不可能完全照搬瑞典模式。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，the Swedish model对应原文中的the Swedish system, appears workable for most American parents对应原文中的might work well for a majority of American parents, may not be accepted by them in its entirety对应原文中的is unlikely to fully embrace。


  52. M


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词Swedish women和freedom and opportunity。根据关键词可定位至原文M段。该段第四句提到，大多数的母亲并不热衷于精英级别的和有竞争力的全职岗位：瑞典的政策已经给予她们按自己喜欢的方式生活的自由和机会。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，the freedom and opportunity是原词复现，choose their own way of life对应原文中的live the lives they prefer。


  53. E


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词Swedish employers和hiring women for full-time positions。根据关键词可定位至原文E段。该段第一句提到，瑞典式的男性育儿假政策和灵活的时间安排给女性的发展造成了另一个威胁：这使得雇主们在雇用女性担任全职职位时变得非常谨慎。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，hesitant对应原文中的cautious, the family-friendly policies对应原文中的paternal leave policies and flexible-time arrangements。


  54. A


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词gender-awareness education和state-subsidized preschools。根据关键词可定位至原文A段。该段第三句话提到，有利于家庭的政策是该国的规范——16个月的带薪产假……还有由国家资助的幼儿园，在这些幼儿园里，根据一个政府网站上所说，“性别意识教育越来越普遍。”由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，Gender-awareness education和state-subsidized preschools是原词复现，is becoming more and more popular对应原文中的is increasingly common。


  55. L


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词some lawmakers和genderless pronouns。根据关键词可定位至原文L段。该段第一句指出，一些瑞典的活动家和立法者要求采取更极端和影响更深远的措施，比如用中性称呼取代表示男性和女性的代词。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述，lawmakers对应原文中的legislators, genderless pronouns对应原文中的a neutral alternative。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  ［56］人们长期以来哀叹发短信是书面语衰落的表现，正如一位批评家所说，是“文盲的笔法”。对此恰当的回应是哈哈大笑（LOL）。发短信其实根本就不算是写作。它是一种口头语言，这种语言正逐年变得越发丰富和复杂。


  首先，从某种历史的角度来看（这个问题）。［57］写作仅诞生于5500年前，而语言则可能追溯到至少8万年前。因此，话语出现在先，写作只是后期随之而来的一种技能。如此说来，最初的写作是建立在人们说话方式的基础上的，都是简短的句子。然而，话语在很大程度上是潜意识的，而且速度快，但写作则需要仔细琢磨，且速度慢。随着时间的推移，写作者利用这个特点开始精心地写出冗长的句子，比如这句：“整个交战持续了十二个小时以上，直到波斯人由逐渐撤退演变成混乱的逃窜而告终，这是一个由主要领导者造成的耻辱的例子，而且……”


  没有人喜欢以这样的闲聊方式说话——也不应该这样说。但在特殊的场合，要求这样说话也很自然。过去，我们写作远没有说话多，这是因为没有一种方式能够重现交谈的速度。但是短信和即时消息能够做到——一场变革已经开始了。它包含了写作里粗糙的手法，但是从其经济性、自发性甚至粗俗程度上看，［60］短信实际上是一种新的谈话方式，有它自己的语法和规范。


  就拿LOL来说。它实际上已经不再表示字面上“大笑”的意思了。［58］LOL已经演变为更加微妙和复杂的含义，甚至在一点都不好笑的情况下也可以使用。乔斯林发短信说：“你去哪儿了？”安娜贝拉发短信回复说：“哈哈，我在图书馆里都学习两个小时了。”［58］LOL表示发短信者之间基本的同感，来缓解紧张并建立平等的感觉。它的字面意思失去后，却有了某种功能——表达一种态度——就像以-ed结尾表示过去时，却没有实际意义一样。LOL竟起到了语法作用。


  当然，没人会有意识地去考虑这一点。但大多数的交流都是在无意识的情况下进行的。［59］随着时间的推移，一个单词或一种表达的意思会发生转变——meat过去表示任何一种食物，而silly过去表示“有福的”，不管你是否相信。


  即便如此，文明仍安然无恙——人们按着他们智能手机的按键，使用与实际写作时不同的代码流畅地进行交流，而且没有证据表明发短信正在使人们的写作技能受到影响。［60］全世界的人说话和写作的方式都存在差异，发短信——具有快捷、非正式和一次性的特点——实际上是使用手指进行交谈的一种方式。


  
    【论说文：发短信并不意味着书面语的衰落，它是一种口头语言，是人们使用手指进行交谈的一种方式】


    第一段：人们长期以来认为发短信是书面语衰落的表现，但其实它是一种口头语言。


    第二段：从历史的角度看，写作是在人类说话方式的基础上演变而来的一种技能。


    第三段：短信和即时消息使交流发生了革命性的变化，成为一种新的谈话方式。


    第四~五段：举例说明单词或表达的意思会随时间的推移发生微妙和复杂的变化。


    第六段：指出发短信并不会使人们实际的写作技能受到影响，人类文明仍安然无恙。

  


  【答案解析】


  56. C


  定位：根据题干中的信息词critics和texting，可以把答题线索定位到第一段第一句。


  解析：该句指出“人们长期以来哀叹发短信是书面语衰落的表现，正如一位批评家所说，是‘文盲的笔法’”。批评家的话是对前半句的说明，通过前半句中的“哀叹”和“衰落”可以看出，人们认为发短信对书面语造成了破坏，批评家也持相同态度。只有选项C符合文意，故为答案。文中并未提到发短信局限于年轻人，可排除A。批评家对发短信持批判态度，而选项B的表述却突出其积极性，也可排除。批评家并未指出短信语言难以理解，选项D也可排除。


  57. C


  定位：根据题干中的信息词writing和different from talking，可以把答题线索定位到第二段。


  解析：第二段具体阐述了写作和说话的差异。第二句指出“写作仅诞生于5500年前，而语言则可能追溯到至少8万年前。因此，话语出现在先，写作只是后期随之而来的一种技能。”由此可以看出写作的历史不及话语那么悠久，故答案为C。文中并未提及特殊的技能，排除选项A。文中指出话语和写作的区别主要在于创作的方式和速度不同，并没有明确指出两者在表意的明确性和理解的难易程度方面的差异，故也可排除选项B和D。


  58. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词LOL，可以把答题线索定位到第四段。


  解析：本段以LOL为例说明语言在使用过程中发生了微妙而复杂的变化。第三句提到“LOL已经演变为更加微妙和复杂的含义，甚至在一点都不好笑的情况下也可以使用”，接着第五句指出“LOL表示发短信者之间基本的同感，来缓解紧张并建立平等的感觉”，由此可见，它拉近了交流者之间的距离，故答案为A项。文中并未说明发短信时使用LOL能体现老道，可排除B。选项C表述本身并没有错，但和题干构不成因果关系，未能揭示内在的原因，可排除。文中并未提到LOL可以给短信增添幽默感，选项D也可排除。


  59. D


  定位：根据题干中的信息词meat和silly，可以把答题线索定位到第五段最后一句。


  解析：该句指出“随着时间的推移，一个单词或一种表达的意思会发生转变——meat过去表示任何一种食物，而silly过去表示‘有福的’，不管你是否相信”，由此可见作者举meat和silly的例子就是为了说明“一个单词或一种表达的意思会发生转变”，故答案为D。其他三项都与文意不符，均可排除。


  60. B


  定位：根据题文同序的原则以及信息词author和texting，可以把答题线索定位到最后一段。


  解析：本段最后一句指出“全世界的人说话和写作的方式都存在差异，发短信——具有快捷、非正式和一次性的特点——实际上是使用手指进行交谈的一种方式。”显然作者认为发短信其实是使用手指进行谈话和交流。同时，结合全文来看，第三段最后一句指出“短信实际上是一种新的谈话方式，有它自己的语法和规范”，可知答案为B。作者在文中并未明确提及发短信是否促进了人们的思想交流，可排除A。最后一段第一句指出“即便如此，文明仍安然无恙——人们按着他们智能手机的按键，使用与实际写作时不同的代码流畅地进行交流，而且没有证据表明发短信正在使人们的写作技能受到影响”，故选项C与文意不符，可排除。关于短信对书面语和交流的影响，作者总体上持肯定态度，且从第一段中的“对此恰当的回应是哈哈大笑”可以看出，作者并不认为发短信会加速书面语的衰落，故也可排除D项。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  我仍然钦佩奥普拉·温弗里，而且仍然希望哈佛大学没有授予她荣誉法学博士学位，也没有邀请她在昨天的毕业典礼上演讲。毫无疑问，奥普拉的成就使她在美国成功者的殿堂中拥有了一席之地。［61］天资、魅力和卓越的职业道德很少能将一个人推到如奥普拉般的高度，这位来自密西西比州农村、曾经因为遭受性侵而在十多岁时成为妈妈的女性，现如今已经成为世界上最成功的娱乐节目偶像人物并成为非裔美国女性中的第一位亿万富翁。


  荣誉学位通常授予艺术界、商界和政界这些非学术领域的领军人物。近年来，被哈佛大学授予荣誉学位的包括科菲·安南、比尔·盖茨、梅丽尔·斯特里普和戴维·苏特。但是有着名人这一特殊身份的奥普拉被哈佛大学授予荣誉学位是不合适的，这与哈佛大学的价值观相悖——哈佛大学的座右铭是Veritas，意为“真理”。不幸的是，奥普拉一些激烈的言辞延伸为对伪科学的真心接受。［62］最臭名昭著的是，奥普拉肯定了珍妮·麦卡锡关于注射疫苗会导致自闭症的说法，而这无疑会使得人们愚昧地拒绝疫苗接种，从而造成巨大的危害。


  和我们其他人一样，名人也会有一些缺点。对于毕业典礼演讲者的选择通常反映了一种制度方面的优先顺序和愿望之间的平衡。从我们与许多学生的交谈来判断，奥普拉是一个广受欢迎的人选。


  但是对奥普拉投信任票传递出一个令人担忧的信息，而此时恰恰是美国的大学需要采取更多行动以将追求真理的事业向前推进的时刻。［63］正如哈佛学院前任院长哈里·路易斯在博客上发表的反对意见所说：“哈佛大学给一位如此高调、非理性、迎合庸俗趣味的人物授予荣誉看起来非常奇怪……而此时正是政治和宗教领域的一些荒谬的事情在这个宣称拥有开明民主的国度和世界范围内危害理性统治的时刻。”


  作为美国最古老且最受瞩目的大学，哈佛大学享有特殊的机遇来表达它对科学的尊重，不只是通过它的教研项目，还可以通过公开宣布它对基于事实的探究的认同。


  ［64］不幸的是，许多美国大学似乎非常忙于保护自己的品牌形象，而对于追求知识的保护却显得热情不足。（哈佛大学校报）《哈佛克里姆森报》最近刊登的一篇文章中提到了过去五年中哈佛大学公共关系部门惊人的增长，并质疑专注于风险管理和避免分歧是否真是这所伟大的学府最应该呈现出的一面。


  ［65］随着美国的研究型大学开始效仿利润中心和娱乐机构的做法，它们很容易忽视大学的主要使命，即生产和传播知识。这个任务的完成取决于传统的理性对话和对科学方法强有力的捍卫。授予奥普拉·温弗里荣誉博士头衔是朝错误的方向迈出的一步。


  
    【议论文：哈佛大学授予奥普拉·温弗里荣誉法律博士的做法是错误的】


    第一段：对奥普拉·温弗里取得的成绩给予了肯定。


    第二段：提出观点——哈佛大学授予奥普拉荣誉学位是不合适的。


    第三段：指出哈佛大学的做法是有原因的，学生对奥普拉·温弗里也是认可的。


    第四段：引用哈佛学院前任院长哈里·路易斯的话来批评哈佛大学的做法欠妥。


    第五段：哈佛大学作为美国最古老且最受瞩目的大学理应采取更多行动来捍卫科学。


    第六段：很多美国大学，包括哈佛大学，过于注重公共关系和品牌形象，而忽略了对追求知识的保护。


    第七段：美国研究型大学的主要使命应是追求知识和真理，这依赖于对理性和科学强有力的捍卫。

  


  【答案解析】


  61. B


  定位：根据题干中的信息词Oprah Winfrey和题文同序的原则可以将答题线索迅速定位到文章第一段。


  解析：文章第一段末句提到“这位来自密西西比州农村、曾经因为遭受性侵而在十多岁时成为妈妈的女性，现如今已经成为世界上最成功的娱乐节目偶像人物并成为非裔美国女性中的第一位亿万富翁。”由此可知，奥普拉·温弗里通过自身的努力在娱乐界获得了成功。选项B所述内容是对原文内容的概括，故为答案。虽然哈佛大学授予奥普拉·温弗里荣誉法学博士学位，但是她并不是哈佛大学法学院的杰出毕业生，故A可排除。原文中虽然提到former abused teenage mother，但这部分内容是说“奥普拉·温弗里曾经因为遭受性侵而在十多岁时成为妈妈”，并不是说“当她是一位年轻妈妈的时候常常虐待自己的孩子”，故C可排除。奥普拉·温弗里赢得声望不是因为坚持宣扬伪科学，而是因为她主持的娱乐脱口秀节目很受欢迎，故D也可排除。


  62. B


  定位：根据题干中的信息词confer、honorary degree和题文同序的原则可以将答题线索定位到文章第二段。


  解析：文章第二段第三句提到“……哈佛大学的座右铭是Veritas，意为‘真理’。”接下来，文章进一步解释了哈佛授予奥普拉·温弗里荣誉学位这一做法欠妥的原因，该段最后一句提到“最臭名昭著的是，奥普拉肯定了珍妮·麦卡锡关于注射疫苗会导致自闭症的说法，而这无疑会使得人们愚昧地拒绝疫苗接种，从而造成巨大的危害。”由此可知，奥普拉·温弗里是伪科学的支持者。选项B所述内容是对这部分内容的同义转述，故为答案。文章虽然提到了non-academic一词，但讲的是“荣誉学位通常授予艺术界、商界和政界这些非学术领域的领军人物”，故D错误。选项A和选项C所述内容作者并未用论据进行论证，故也可排除。


  63. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词Harry Lewis和blog post可将答题线索定位到文章第四段。


  解析：文章第四段第二句提到“正如哈佛学院前任院长哈里·路易斯在博客上发表的反对意见所说：‘哈佛大学给一位如此高调、非理性、迎合庸俗趣味的人物授予荣誉看上去非常奇怪……而此时正是政治和宗教领域的一些荒谬的事情在这个宣称拥有开明民主的国度和世界范围内危害理性统治的时刻。’”由此可知，哈里·路易斯对哈佛大学的决定持反对态度。A选项所述内容与文章内容一致，故为答案。选项C和选项D都是持赞同意见，故可排除。选项B在文章中没有提到，故也排除。


  64. C


  定位：根据题干中的信息词many American universities可以将答题线索迅速定位到文章第六段。


  解析：文章第六段首句提到“不幸的是，许多美国大学看上去似乎忙于保护自己的品牌形象，而对于追求知识的保护却显得热情不足。”接下来，作者以哈佛大学为例，说到“《哈佛克里姆森报》最近刊登的一篇文章中提到了过去五年中哈佛大学公共关系部门惊人的增长，并质疑专注于风险管理和避免分歧是否真是这所伟大的学府最应该呈现出的一面。”由此可见，作者对许多美国大学表达的遗憾是它们对公共关系过度重视。C选项正确。文章虽然提到了evidence-based inquiry，但这并不是作者为许多的美国大学感到遗憾的原因，故A可排除。文章虽然提到了research and teaching，但这是作者在肯定哈佛大学时提到的内容，故B可排除。文章虽然也提到了political and religious nonsense，但这是哈里·路易斯所说的，并非作者的观点，故D也可排除。


  65. D


  定位：本题无法根据题干中的信息词直接定位答案出处，但是根据题文同序的原则，答题线索应该在文章的最后一段。


  解析：文章最后一段提到“随着美国的研究型大学开始效仿利润中心和娱乐机构的做法，它们很容易忽视大学的主要使命，即生产和传播知识。”作者此番话的目的就是呼吁美国的一些著名大学，如哈佛大学，应该将注意力集中到追求知识和真理上。D选项的内容与文章内容一致，故为答案。文章中虽然提到了defense of the scientific method，但这并非大学的主要任务，而是大学完成主要任务的方法，故B可排除。选项A和选项C所述的内容文章中没有提到，故也可排除。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  Beijing has planned to invest 760 billion yuan to tackle pollution in the coming three years, starting from reducing the PM2.5 emissions.1 The newly released plan is aimed at reducing four major pollution sources2, including the exhaust emissions from more than 5 million motor vehicles, the burning of coals in the surrounding areas, the sandstorms from the North and the local construction dusts.3 Another 85 billion yuan will be used to build or upgrade the facilities for treatment of urban garbage and sewage and additional 30 billion yuan4 will be invested in forestation in the next three years.5


  The municipal government also plans to set up a group of water recycling factories and curb peccancy buildings in order to improve the environment.6 In addition, Beijing will punish more severely the behaviors that violate the regulations of emission limitation.7


  【译点精析】


  1. 北京计划……入手：“投资”译作invest；“治理污染”可译为tackle pollution；“从减少PM2.5排放入手”可用现在分词结构来表达，作伴随状语，“从……入手”可译为starting from...


  2. 这一新公布的计划旨在减少四种主要污染源：“新公布的”可译为newly released或newly published；“旨在”可用be aimed at表达；“污染源”可译为pollution sources。


  3. 包括……的建筑灰尘：“包括”在此处可用现在分词including来表达；“建筑灰尘”可译为construction dusts。


  4. 另有850亿元……加上300亿元：“另有850亿元”可译为Another 85 billion yuan；“加上300亿元”可译为additional 30 billion yuan。


  5. 未来三年：文中两次出现“未来三年”，为避免重复，第一处可译为in the coming three years，第二处可译为in the next three years。


  6. 市政府……以改善环境：“市政府”译为the municipal government；“制止违章建筑”可译为curb peccancy buildings；“改善环境”可译为improve the environment或enhance the environment。


  7. 更严厉地处罚违反限排规定的行为：“更严厉地处罚”可译为punish more severely；“违反规定”可译为violate the rules/regulations；“限排”译为emission limitation。
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Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay explaining why it is unwise to jump to conclusions upon seeing or hearing something. You can give examples to illustrate your point. You should write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words.
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Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) College tuition has become a heavy burden for the students.

  B) College students are in general politically active nowadays.

  C) He is doubtful about the effect of the students' action.

  D) He took part in many protests when he was at college.


  2. A) Jay is organizing a party for the retiring dean.

  B) Jay is surprised to learn of the party for him.

  C) The dean will come to Jay's birthday party.

  D) The class has kept the party a secret from Jay.


  3. A) He found his wallet in his briefcase.

  B) He went to the lost-and-found office.

  C) He left his things with his car in the garage.

  D) He told the woman to go and pick up his car.


  4. A) The show he directed turned out to be a success.

  B) He watches only those comedies by famous directors.

  C) New comedies are exciting, just like those in the 1960s.

  D) TV comedies have not improved much since the 1960s.


  5. A) All vegetables should be cooked fresh.

  B) The man should try out some new recipes.

  C) Overcooked vegetables are often tasteless.

  D) The man should stop boiling the vegetables.


  6. A) Sort out their tax returns.

  B) Help them tidy up the house.

  C) Figure out a way to avoid taxes.

  D) Help them to decode a message.


  7. A) He didn't expect to complete his work so soon.

  B) He has devoted a whole month to his research.

  C) The woman is still trying to finish her work.

  D) The woman remains a total mystery to him.


  8. A) He would like to major in psychology too.

  B) He has failed to register for the course.

  C) Developmental psychology is newly offered.

  D) There should be more time for registration.


  Questions 9 to 11 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) The brilliant product design.

  B) The new color combinations.

  C) The unique craftsmanship.

  D) The texture of the fabrics.


  10. A) Unique tourist attractions.

  B) Traditional Thai silks.

  C) Local handicrafts.

  D) Fancy products.


  11. A) It will be on the following weekend.

  B) It will be out into the countryside.

  C) It will last only one day.

  D) It will start tomorrow.


  Questions 12 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  12. A) A good secondary education.

  B) A pleasant neighbourhood.

  C) A happy childhood.

  D) A year of practical training.


  13. A) He ought to get good vocational training.

  B) He should be sent to a private school.

  C) He is academically gifted.

  D) He is good at carpentry.


  14. A) Donwell School.

  B) Enderby High.

  C) Carlton Abbey.

  D) Enderby Comprehensive.


  15. A) Put Keith in a good boarding school.

  B) Talk with their children about their decision.

  C) Send their children to a better private school.

  D) Find out more about the five schools.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 18 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) It will be brightly lit.

  B) It will be well ventilated.

  C) It will have a large space for storage.

  D) It will provide easy access to the disabled.


  17. A) On the first floor.

  B) On the ground floor.

  C) Opposite to the library.

  D) On the same floor as the labs.


  18. A) To make the building appear traditional.

  B) To match the style of construction on the site.

  C) To cut the construction cost to the minimum.

  D) To embody the subcommittee's design concepts.


  Passage Two


  Questions 19 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  19. A) Sell financial software.

  B) Write financial software.

  C) Train clients to use financial software.

  D) Conduct research on financial software.


  20. A) Unsuccessful.

  B) Rewarding.

  C) Tedious.

  D) Important.


  21. A) He offered online tutorials.

  B) He held group discussions.

  C) He gave the trainees lecture notes.

  D) He provided individual support.


  22. A) The employees were a bit slow to follow his instruction.

  B) The trainees' problems have to be dealt with one by one.

  C) Nobody is able to solve all the problems in a couple of weeks.

  D) The fault might lie in his style of presenting the information.


  Passage Three


  Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  23. A) Their parents tend to overprotect them.

  B) Their teachers meet them only in class.

  C) They have little close contact with adults.

  D) They rarely read any books about adults.


  24. A) Real-life cases are simulated for students to learn law.

  B) Writers and lawyers are brought in to talk to students.

  C) Opportunities are created for children to become writers.

  D) More Teacher and Writer Collaboratives are being set up.


  25. A) Sixth-graders can teach first-graders as well as teachers.

  B) Children are often the best teachers of other children.

  C) Paired Learning cultivates the spirit of cooperation.

  D) Children like to form partnerships with each other.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  Tests may be the most unpopular part of academic life. Students hate them because they produce fear and (26) __________ about being evaluated, and a focus on grades instead of learning for learning's sake.


  But tests are also valuable. A well-constructed test (27) __________ what you know and what you still need to learn. Tests help you see how your performance (28) __________ that of others. And knowing that you'll be tested on (29) __________ material is certainly likely to (30) __________ you to learn the material more thoroughly.


  However, there's another reason you might dislike tests: You may assume that tests have the power to (31) __________ your worth as a person. If you do badly on a test, you may be tempted to believe that you've received some (32) __________ information about yourself from the professor, information that says you're a failure in some significant way.


  This is a dangerous—and wrong-headed—assumption. If you do badly on a test, it doesn't mean you're a bad person or stupid. Or that you'll never do better again, and that your life is (33) __________. If you don't do well on a test, you're the same person you were before you took the test—no better, no worse. You just did badly on a test. That's it.


  (34) __________, tests are not a measure of your value as an individual—they are a measure only of how well and how much you studied. Tests are tools; they are indirect and (35) __________ measures of what we know.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  Fear can be an effective way to change behavior. One study compared the effects of high-fear and low-fear appeals on changes in attitudes and behaviors related to dental hygiene（卫生）. One group of subjects was shown awful pictures of 　36　 teeth and diseased gums; another group was shown less frightening materials such as plastic teeth, charts, and graphs. Subjects who saw the frightening materials reported more anxiety and a greater 　37　 to change the way they took care of their teeth than the low-fear group did.


  But were these reactions actually 　38　 into better dental hygiene practices? To answer this important question, subjects were called back to the laboratory on two 　39　 (five days and six weeks after the experiment). They chewed disclosing wafers（牙疾诊断片） that give a red stain to any uncleaned areas of the teeth and thus provided a direct 　40　 of how well they were really taking care of their teeth. The result showed that the high-fear appeal did actually result in greater and more 　41　 changes in dental hygiene. That is, the subjects 　42　 to high-fear warnings brushed their teeth more 　43　 than did those who saw low-fear warnings.


  However, to be an effective persuasive device it is very important that the message not be too frightening and that people be given 　44　 guidelines to help them to reduce the cause of the fear. If this isn't done, they may reduce their anxiety by denying the message or the 　45　 of the communicator. If that happens, it is unlikely that either attitude or behavior change will occur.


  
    A) accustomed

    B) carefully

    C) cautiously

    D) concrete

    E) credibility

    F) decayed

    G) desire

    H) dimensions

    I) eligible

    J) exposed

    K) indication

    L) occasions

    M) permanent

    N) sensitivity

    O) translated

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  The Street-Level Solution


  A) When I was growing up, one of my father's favorite sayings (borrowed from the humorist Will Rogers) was: “It isn't what we don't know that causes the trouble: it's what we think we know that just ain't so.”One of the main insights to be taken from the 100,000 Homes Campaign and its strategy to end chronic homelessness is that, until recently, our society thought it understood the nature of homelessness, but it didn't.


  B) That led to a series of mistaken assumptions about why people become homeless and what they need. Many of the errors in our homelessness policies have stemmed from the conception that the homeless are a homogeneous group. It's only in the past 15 years that organizations like Common Ground, and others, have taken a street-level view of the problem—distinguishing the “episodically homeless”from the “chronically homeless”in order to understand their needs at an individual level. This is why we can now envisage a different approach—and get better results.


  C) Most readers expressed support for the effort, although a number were skeptical, and a few utterly dismissive, about the chances of long-term homeless people adapting well to housing. This is to be expected; it's hard to imagine what we haven't yet seen. As Niccolò Machiavelli wrote in The Prince, one of the major obstacles in any effort to advance systemic change is the “incredulity of men,”which is to say that people “do not readily believe in new things until they have had a long experience of them.”Most of us have witnessed homeless people on the streets for decades. Few have seen formerly homeless people after they have been housed successfully. We don't have reference points for that story. So we generalize from what we know—or think we know.


  D) But that can be misleading, even to experts. When I asked Rosanne Haggerty, founder of Common Ground, which currently operates 2,310 units of supportive housing (with 552 more under construction), what had been her biggest surprise in this work, she replied: “Fifteen years ago, I would not have believed that people who had been so broken and stuck in homelessness could thrive to the degree that they do in our buildings.”And Becky Kanis, the campaign's director, commented: “There is this sense in our minds that someone who's on the streets is almost in their DNA different from someone who has a house. The campaign is creating a first-hand experience for many people that that is really not the case.”


  E) One of the startling realizations that I had while researching this column is that anybody could become like a homeless person—all it takes is a traumatic（创伤的） brain injury. A bicycle fall, a car accident, a slip on the ice, or if you're a soldier, a head wound—and your life could become unrecognizable. James O'Connell, a doctor who has been treating the most vulnerable homeless people on the streets of Boston for 25 years, estimates that 40 percent of the long-term homeless people he's met had such a brain injury. “For many it was a head injury prior to the time they became homeless.”he said. “They became unpredictable. They'd have mood swings, fits of explosive behavior. They couldn't hold onto their jobs. Drinking made them feel better. They'd end up on the streets.”


  F) Once homeless people return to housing, they're in a much better position to rebuild their lives. But it's important to note that housing alone is not enough. As with many complex social problems, when you get through the initial crisis, you have another problem to solve which is no less challenging. But it is a better problem.


  G) Over the past decade, O'Connell has seen this happen. “I spend half my time on the streets or in the hospital and the other half making house calls to people who lived for years on the streets,”he said. “So from a doctor's point of view it's a delightful switch, but it's not as if putting someone in housing is the answer to addressing all of their problems. It's the first step.”


  H) Once in housing, formerly homeless people can become isolated and lonely. If they've lived on the streets for years, they may have acquired a certain standing as well as a sense of pride in their survival skills. Now indoors, those aspects of their identity may be stripped away. Many also experience a profound disorientation at the outset. “If you're homeless for more than six months, you kind of lose your bearings,”says Haggerty. “Existence becomes not about overcoming homelessness but about finding food, begging, looking for a job to survive another day. The whole process of how you define stability gets reordered.”


  I) Many need regular, if not continuous, support with mental health problems, addictions and illnesses—and, equally important, assistance in the day-to-day challenges of life, reacquainting with family, building relationships with neighbors, finding enjoyable activities or work, managing finances, and learning how to eat healthy food.


  J) For some people, the best solution is to live in a communal （集体） residence, with special services. This isn't available everywhere, however. In Boston, for example, homeless people tend to be scattered in apartments throughout the city.


  K) Common Ground's large residences in New York offer insight into the possibilities for change when homeless people have a rich array of supports. In addition to more traditional social services, residents also make use of communal gardens, classes in things like cooking, yoga, theatre and photography, and job placement. Last year, 188 formerly homeless tenants in four of Common Ground's residences, found jobs.


  L) Because the properties have many services and are well-managed, Haggerty has found posthousing problems to be surprisingly rare. In the past 10 years, there have been only a handful of incidents of quarrels between tenants. There is very little graffiti（涂鸦） or vandalism（破坏）. And the turnover is almost negligible. In the Prince George Hotel in New York, which is home to 208 formerly homeless people and 208 low-income tenants, the average length of tenancy is close to seven years. (All residents pay 30 percent of their income for rent; for the formerly homeless, this comes out of their government benefits.) When people move on, it is usually because they've found a preferable apartment.


  M) “Tenants also want to participate in shaping the public areas of the buildings,”said Haggerty. “They formed a gardening committee. They want a terrace on the roof. Those are things I didn't count on.”The most common tenant demand? “People always want more storage space—but that's true of every New Yorker,”she adds. “In many ways, we're a lot like a normal apartment building. Our tenants look like anyone else.”


  N) As I mentioned, homelessness is a catch-all for a variety of problems. A number of readers asked whether the campaign will address family homelessness, which has different causes and requires a different solution. I've been following some of the promising ideas emerging to address and prevent family homelessness. Later in 2011, I'll explore these ideas in a column. For now, I'll conclude with an update on the 100,000 Homes Campaign. Since Tuesday, New Orleans and a few other communities have reported new results. The current count of people housed is 7,043.


  46. Tenants in Common Ground's residences all want more room for storage.


  47. Homes Campaign provides first-hand proof that the homeless are not what they were once believed to be.


  48. Common Ground's residences are well-managed and by and large peaceful.


  49. Housing the homeless is only the first step to solving all their problems.


  50. A large percent of the chronically homeless have suffered from brain injury.


  51. After being housed many homeless people become confused at first as to how to deal with life off the street.


  52. Some people think the best way to help the homeless is to provide them with communal housing.


  53. The homeless with health problems should be given regular support in their daily lives.


  54. Until recently American society has failed to see what homelessness is all about.


  55. Many formerly homeless tenants in New York's Common Ground's residences got hired.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  Technology can make us smarter or stupider, and we need to develop a set of principles to guide our everyday behavior and make sure that tech is improving and not hindering our mental processes. One of the big questions being debated today is: What kind of information do we need to have stored in our heads, and what kind can we leave “in the cloud,”to be accessed as necessary?


  An increasingly powerful group within education are championing “digital literacy”. In their view, skills beat knowledge, developing “digital literacy”is more important than learning mere content, and all facts are now Google-able and therefore unworthy of committing to memory. But even the most sophisticated digital literacy skills won't help students and workers navigate the world if they don't have a broad base of knowledge about how the world actually operates. If you focus on the delivery mechanism and not the content, you're doing kids a disservice.


  Indeed, evidence from cognitive science challenges the notion that skills can exist independent of factual knowledge. Data from the last thirty years leads to a conclusion that is not scientifically challengeable: thinking well requires knowing facts, and that's true not only because you need something to think about. The very processes that teachers care about most—critical thinking processes—are intimately intertwined （交织） with factual knowledge that is stored in long-term memory.


  In other words, just because you can Google the date of Black Tuesday doesn't mean you understand why the Great Depression happened or how it compares to our recent economic slump. There is no doubt that the students of today, and the workers of tomorrow, will need to innovate, collaborate and evaluate. But such skills can't be separated from the knowledge that gives rise to them. To innovate, you have to know what came before. To collaborate, you have to contribute knowledge to the joint venture. And to evaluate, you have to compare new information against knowledge you've already mastered.


  So here's a principle for thinking in a digital world, in two parts. First, acquire a base of factual knowledge in any domain in which you want to perform well. This base supplies the essential foundation for building skills, and it can't be outsourced （外包） to a search engine.


  Second, take advantage of computers' invariable memory, but also the brain's elaborative memory. Computers are great when you want to store information that shouldn't change. But brains are the superior choice when you want information to change, in interesting and useful ways: to connect up with other facts and ideas, to acquire successive layers of meaning, to steep for a while in your accumulated knowledge and experience and so produce a richer mental brew.


  56. What is the author's concern about the use of technology?


  A) It may leave knowledge “in the cloud”.

  B) It may misguide our everyday behavior.

  C) It may cause a divide in the circles of education.

  D) It may hinder the development of thinking skills.


  57. What is the view of educators who advocate digital literacy?


  A) It helps kids to navigate the virtual world at will.

  B) It helps kids to broaden their scope of knowledge.

  C) It increases kids' efficiency of acquiring knowledge.

  D) It liberates kids from the burden of memorizing facts.


  58. What does evidence from cognitive science show?


  A) Knowledge is better kept in long-term memory.

  B) Critical thinking is based on factual knowledge.

  C) Study skills are essential to knowledge acquisition.

  D) Critical thinking means challenging existing facts.


  59. What does the author think is key to making evaluations?


  A) Gathering enough evidence before drawing conclusions.

  B) Mastering the basic rules and principles for evaluation.

  C) Connecting new information with one's accumulated knowledge.

  D) Understanding both what has happened and why it has happened.


  60. What is the author's purpose in writing the passage?


  A) To warn against learning through memorizing facts.

  B) To promote educational reform in the information age.

  C) To explain human brains' function in storing information.

  D) To challenge the prevailing overemphasis on digital literacy.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  America's recent history has been a persistent tilt to the West—of people, ideas, commerce and even political power. California and Texas are the twin poles of the West, but very different ones. For most of the 20th century the home of Silicon Valley and Hollywood has been the brainier and trendier of the two. Texas has trailed behind: its stereotype has been a conservative Christian in cowboy boots. But twins can change places. Is that happening now?


  It is easy to find evidence that California is in a panic. At the start of this month the once golden state started paying creditors in IOUs （欠条）. The gap between projected outgoings and income for the current fiscal （财政的）year has leapt to a horrible $26 billion. With no sign of a new budget to close this gulf, one credit agency has already downgraded California's debt. As budgets are cut, universities will let in fewer students, prisoners will be released early and schemes to protect the vulnerable will be rolled back.


  By contrast, Texas has coped well with the recession, with an unemployment rate two points below the national average and one of the lowest rates of housing repossession. In part this is because Texan banks, hard hit in the last property bust, did not overexpand this time. Texas also clearly offers a different model, based on small government. It has no state capital-gains or income tax, and a business friendly and immigrant-tolerant attitude. It is home to more Fortune 500 companies than any other state.


  Despite all this, it still seems too early to hand over America's future to Texas. To begin with, that lean Texan model has its own problems. It has not invested enough in education, and many experts rightly worry about a “lost generation”of mostly Hispanic Texans with insufficient skills for the demands of the knowledge economy.


  Second, it has never paid to bet against a state with as many inventive people as California. Even if Hollywood has gone into depression, it still boasts an unequalled array of sunrise industries and the most brisk venture-capital industry on the planet. The state also has an awesome ability to reinvent itself—as it did when its defence industry collapsed at the end of the cold war.


  The truth is that both states could learn from each other. Texas still lacks California's great universities and lags in terms of culture. California could adopt not just Texas's leaner state, but also its more bipartisan（两党的）approach to politics. There is no perfect model of government: it is America's genius to have 50 public-policy laboratories competing to find out what works best.


  61. What does the author say about California and Texas in Paragraph 1?


  A) They have been competing for the leading position.

  B) California has been superior to Texas in many ways.

  C) They are both models of development for other states.

  D) Texas's cowboy culture is less known than California's.


  62. What does the author say about today's California?


  A) Its debts are pushing it into bankruptcy.

  B) Its budgets have been cut by $26 billion.

  C) It is faced with a serious financial crisis.

  D) It is trying hard to protect the vulnerable.


  63. In what way is Texas different from California?


  A) It practices small government.

  B) It is home to traditional industries.

  C) It has a large Hispanic population.

  D) It has an enviable welfare system.


  64. What problem is Texas confronted with?


  A) Its Hispanic population is mostly illiterate.

  B) Its sunrise industries are shrinking rapidly.

  C) Its education cannot meet the needs of the knowledge economy.

  D) Its immigrants have a hard time adapting to its cowboy culture.


  65. What do we learn about American politics from the passage?


  A) Each state has its own way of governing.

  B) Most states favor a bipartisan approach.

  C) Parties collaborate in drawing public policies.

  D) All states believe in government for the people.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  中文热词通常反映社会变化和文化，有些在外国媒体上愈来愈流行。例如，土豪（tuhao）和大妈（dama）都是老词，但已获取了新的意义。


  土豪以前指欺压佃户和仆人的乡村地主，现在用于指花钱如流水或喜欢炫耀财富的人。也就是说，土豪有钱，但没有品位。大妈是对中年妇女的称呼，但现在特指不久前金价下跌时大量购买黄金的中国妇女。


  土豪和大妈可能会被收入新版牛津（Oxford）英语词典。至今已有约120个中文词被加进了牛津英语词典，成了英语语言的一部分。


2014年6月大学英语六级考试真题精析（第二套）


  


Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  Living in an age when information explodes and the pace of life becomes increasingly rapid, people may gradually lose their rational thinking and judgment and tend to draw a hasty conclusion upon seeing or hearing something. However, what is seen or heard can be quite deceptive and misleading.


  In fact, numerous examples can be enumerated in our daily life. For instance, beggars in rags that look miserable can be easily seen nowadays, but it turns out that many of them are professional ones and it is astonishing to learn they go to luxury shops after their “work”of the day, smartly dressed. Another case in point is like this: a mother came to her son with two apples, telling her son to choose one, but the son quickly took a bite of the both. Seeing this, we may regard this son as impious and selfish, but it turned out that he was checking which one was tastier and gave his mother the sweeter one.


  From what has been discussed above, we may conclude that it is just unwise to jump to conclusions upon seeing or hearing something. Only by serious thinking, comprehensive analysis and objective judgments can we come up with more reliable conclusions.


  【译文】


  生活在一个信息大爆炸和生活节奏不断加快的时代，人们可能会逐渐丧失其理性思考和判断，往往会在一看到或听到某件事情的时候，就得出草率的结论。然而，所见所闻可能会颇具欺骗性和误导性。


  事实上，在我们的日常生活中这样的例子不胜枚举。比如，如今我们很容易看到衣着褴褛、看似悲惨的乞丐，但其实他们中的很多人是职业乞丐，他们在一天的“工作”后会去逛奢侈品商店，且衣着光鲜，这令人震惊不已。另一个恰当的例子是：一位母亲拿着两个苹果走到她儿子的身边，让他选择其中的一个，但他儿子却迅速在两个苹果上都咬了一口。看到这个情景，我们可能会认为她的儿子是个不孝和自私之辈，但事实却是他在尝哪个更好吃，然后把更甜的那个给了他母亲。


  从以上的讨论我们可以得出结论：在一看到或听到某件事情的时候就下结论是不明智的。只有经过认真的思考、全面的分析和客观的判断，我们才能得出更可靠的结论。


  【要点用法】


  explode 爆炸；急剧增加

  turn out 原来是，证明是

  rational 理性的

  astonishing 令人震惊的

  draw a hasty conclusion 得出草率的结论

  smartly dressed 衣着光鲜

  deceptive 欺骗性的

  in point 恰当的，中肯的

  misleading 误导性的

  impious 不孝顺的

  numerous 很多的，不胜枚举的

  comprehensive 全面的

  enumerate 举例，列举

  objective 客观的

  in rags 衣衫褴褛

  come up with 提出，想出

  miserable 悲惨的

  reliable 可靠的


  【句法点评】


  1. Living in an age when information explodes and the pace of life becomes increasingly rapid, people may gradually lose their rational thinking and judgment and tend to draw a hasty conclusion upon seeing or hearing something.


  用一个结构较为复杂的长句开篇，点明文章的中心议题。定语从句+非谓语结构使句式表达更有亮点。


  2. However, what is seen or heard can be quite deceptive and misleading.


  承上启下的过渡句，通过转折过渡到论证的核心，主语从句的使用使表达多样化。


  3. In fact, numerous examples can be enumerated in our daily life.


  主体段的中心句，引出下文的例证，符合题干要求。


  4. For instance, beggars in rags...but it turned out that he was checking which one was tastier and gave his mother the sweeter one.


  用正反两个例子具体论证，思路缜密，论证严谨、充分，很好地阐释了文章主旨。


  5. From what has been discussed above, we may conclude that it is just unwise to jump to conclusions upon seeing or hearing something.


  结尾段过渡自然，用宾语从句再次点明本文中心，使全文论证完整有力。


  6. Only by serious thinking, comprehensive analysis and objective judgments can we come up with more reliable conclusions.


  进一步指出解决问题的办法，深化了主题。倒装句的使用使表达更有力度，增强了论证的说服力。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. C


  
    W: The students have been protesting against the increased tuition.


    M: Yeah, I heard about the protest. But I don't know how much good it will do.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 三项提到了college，三项提到了students，对话很可能与大学生有关。


  2. 两项以he开头，证明问题很可能与某位男士有关。


  结论：对话谈论的是与大学生有关的内容，本题很可能对男士进行提问。


  【解析】女士说学生们一直在抗议学费上涨，男士说他听说了此事，但自己不知道抗议活动会有多大用处。由此可知，男士对学生抗议活动的效果有所怀疑，故选C。college tuition意为“大学学费”，protest意为“抗议”。


  2. D


  
    W: Jay will turn 21 this week. Does he know the class is having a surprise party for him?


    M: No. He thinks we are giving a party for the retiring dean.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项都出现了Jay，证明对话与Jay有关。


  2. 四项都提到了party，而且其中一项是birthday party，说明对话提及了某个派对，很可能是生日派对。


  3. 一项中有the retiring dean，一项中有the dean，对话可能还涉及某位系主任。


  结论：对话与杰伊及派对有关，还提及了某位即将退休的系主任。


  【解析】女士说杰伊下周就满21岁了，问男士杰伊是否知道全班正在为他准备生日派对。男士回答说杰伊并不知情，因为他以为大家正在为即将退休的系主任办派对。由此可知，班上的人并未告知杰伊有关生日派对的事，他们对杰伊保密了，想给他一个惊喜，故选D。dean意为“院长；系主任”。


  3. C


  
    M: Hello, this is Carl's Garage. We found Mr. White's briefcase and wallet after he left his car here this morning.


    W: He has been wondering where he could have left them. I'll tell him to pick them up this afternoon. Thank you for calling.


    Q: What do we learn about Mr. White from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头，由此推测本题是针对某位男士进行提问。


  2. 由选项中的found、lost-and-found、left his things和go and pick up可以推测，对话涉及物品的丢失或找寻。


  3. 两项中有car，对话可能还提及了汽车。


  结论：对话谈及失物招领，物品的丢失可能与某位男士有关，还涉及他的汽车。


  【解析】男士打电话给女士，说自己是卡尔汽车修理厂的人，并说怀特先生今天早上去修车时把公文包和钱包落在了汽车里。女士说她会告诉怀特先生，让他今天下午去取回物品。由此可知，怀特先生把自己的物品同汽车一起留在了汽车修理厂，故选C。lost-and-found office意为“失物招领办公室”，garage在对话中意为“汽车修理厂”。


  4. D


  
    W: You know, some TV channels have been rerunning a lot of comedies from the 1960s. What do you think of those old shows?


    M: Not much. But the new ones, including those done by famous directors, are not so entertaining, either.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 一项提到了show，三项中都有comedies，对话很可能与喜剧节目有关。


  2. 两项提及了一个时间段: the 1960s，应留意与该时间段有关的信息。


  结论：对话与喜剧节目有关，并且涉及20世纪60年代。


  【解析】对话开头女士说一些电视频道一直在重播20世纪60年代的许多喜剧，并问男士对那些老节目的看法。男士觉得那些老节目不怎么样，但新节目也不是很精彩。由此可知，男士认为自20世纪60年代以来，电视喜剧节目没有取得多少进步，故选D。


  5. D


  
    M: How much longer should I boil these vegetables? The recipe says about 10 minutes in total.


    W: They look pretty done to me. I doubt you should cook them anymore.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均出现了与煮蔬菜有关的内容（vegetables should be cooked、try out some new recipes、overcooked vegetables、boiling the vegetables）。


  2. 两项以the man开头。


  结论：对话可能与男士煮蔬菜有关。


  【解析】男士问女士他正在煮的蔬菜还要煮多久，女士觉得已经差不多好了，建议男士不要再煮了。由此可知，女士认为男士应该停止煮蔬菜，故选D。recipe意为“菜谱，菜单”。


  6. A


  
    W: Tom, are you going to your parents' house tonight?


    M: Yes. I promised to help them figure out their tax returns. The tax code is really confusing to them.


    Q: What is the man going to do for his parents?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头，本题很可能考查要做某事或做某事的目的。


  2. 两项有them，一项有their，听音时需注意them和their的指代内容。


  结论：本题可能考查某人要做某事或做某事的目的，且这件事与them有关。


  【解析】女士问男士今晚是否要去他父母家，男士给予了肯定的回答，并说是为了帮父母理清纳税申报单，因为父母对纳税规定感到很困惑。本题问男士要为他的父母做什么，答案明显为A，对话中男士所说的figure out their tax returns与选项A同义。tax return意为“纳税申报单”，code意为“法规”。


  7. A


  
    W: I was surprised when I heard you'd finished your research project a whole month early.


    M: How I managed to do it is still a mystery to me.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以he开头，两项以the woman开头。


  2. 两项中提到了work，一项中提到了research。


  结论：对话可能围绕着某位男士或女士的研究工作展开。


  【解析】对话开头女士对男士整整提前一个月完成了研究项目表示出了惊讶，男士说自己也没弄明白怎么能提前这么长时间完成了项目，换句话说，男士没有料到自己这么快就完成了研究工作，故选A。


  8. B


  
    W: I was hoping we could be in the same developmental psychology class.


    M: Me too. But by the time I went for registration, the course was closed.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 一项提到了psychology，一项提到了developmental psychology，对话可能涉及发展心理学。


  2. 一项中有register for the course，一项中有registration，对话可能提及某门课程的注册事宜。


  结论：对话很可能与发展心理学课程的注册事宜有关。


  【解析】女士说希望和男士一起上发展心理学课，但男士说他去注册报名时，该课程已经不能再注册了。由此可知，男士没能成功注册发展心理学课程，故选B。


  Conversation One


  M: It's really amazing how many colors there are in these Thai silks.


  W: These are our new designs.


  M: ［9］Oh, I don't think I've seen this combination of colors before.


  W: They're really brilliant, aren't they?


  M: Quite dazzling!May I have samples of the new color combinations?


  W: Yes, of course. But aren't you going to place an order?


  M: We order them regularly, you know, but I do want our buyer who handles fabrics to see them.


  W: Have you looked at the wood and stone carvings? Did you like them?


  M: Oh, they aren't really what I'm looking for.


  W: What do you have in mind?


  M: That's the trouble. I never know exactly until I see it. I usually have more luck when I get away from the tourist places.


  W: Out in the countryside you mean.


  M: Yes, exactly. Markets in small towns have turned out best for me.


  W: You're more interested, then, in handcrafts that haven't been commercialized.


  M: ［10］Yes, real folk arts—pots, dishes, basket ware—the kinds of things that people themselves use.


  W: ［11］I'm sure we can arrange a trip out into the country for you.


  M: I was hoping you'd say that.


  W: We can drive out of Bangkok and stop whenever you see something that interests you.


  M: That would be wonderful!How soon could we leave?


  W: I can't get away tomorrow. But I think I can get a car for the day after.


  M: And would we have to come back the same day?


  W: No, I think I'll be able to keep the car for three or four days.


  M: Wonderful!That'll give me time for a real look-around.


  9. What attracts the man to the Thai silks?


  10. What is the man looking for in Thailand?


  11. What do we learn about the trip the woman promised to arrange for the man?


  9. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词短语，推测该题以what提问。


  2. 三项含有在某种程度上表示褒义的形容词（brilliant, new, unique）。


  结论：本题可能是对某物的一项优点进行提问，可能是漂亮的产品设计、新的配色、独特的手工技艺，也可能是织物的质地。本题的信息点比较分散，听音时应将重点放在与这些内容有关的信息上，然后根据听到的问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】对话一开始，男士就说泰国丝绸有那么多种颜色，真是太不可思议了，接着又说自己从来没有看到过这种配色。由此可知，泰国丝绸吸引男士的地方是它新的配色，故B项为正确答案。A项中的brilliant、与C项中craftsmanship意思相近的handcrafts和D项中的fabrics，对话中都有提及，都有一定的干扰性，要注意准确排除。


  10. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词短语。


  2. 三项分别提到了不同的物品（Thai silks, handicrafts, products）。


  3. B、C两项的内容与传统工艺相关（traditional Thai silks, local handicrafts）。


  结论：该题以what提问，可能涉及与传统工艺相关的具体物品。听音时应重点关注与此内容相关的信息，然后结合听到的问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】对话中，当女士问男士想找什么样的东西时，男士说自己也不知道想找什么，但通常远离游客光顾的地方之后，会找到一些。之后男士又说对他而言，小镇的市场是最好的。当女士问他是否对那些还没被商业化的手工艺品更感兴趣时，男士给予了肯定的回答，说自己对那些真正的民间艺术品（民间的锅具、菜碟、篮子制品之类的老百姓自己使用的东西）更感兴趣。四个选项中，只有C项符合男士的寻找对象，故为正确答案。


  11. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以it开头。


  2. 三项均含有表示某个时间或时间段的词语（the following weekend, only one day, tomorrow），另外一项含有表示地点的内容（out into the countryside）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能与it的时间或地点有关。听音时，应先根据对话内容判断出it的指代对象，同时将听音重点放在四个选项的关键词上，最后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】it指代的是女士为男士安排的旅行。在对话中，当听到男士说自己对当地的手工艺品感兴趣时，女士说可以为男士安排一趟去乡下的旅行，由此可知B项为正确答案。女士接着说，明天没办法动身，但可以准备一辆车后天出发，那辆车可以用三到四天。由此可知，A、C、D项均可排除。


  Conversation Two


  W: Well, before we decide we're going to live in Enderby, we really ought to have a look at the schools. ［12］We want the children to have a good secondary education, so we'd better see what's available.


  M: They gave me some information at the district office and I took notes. It appears there are five secondary schools in Enderby, three state schools and two private.


  W: I don't know if we want private schools, do we?


  M: I don't think so, but we'll look at them anyway. They are Saint Mary's—that's a Catholic school for girls and Carlton Abbey—that's a very old boys' boarding school, founded in 1672.


  W: Are all the state schools co-educational?


  M: Yes, it seems so.


  W: ［13］I think little Keith is very good with his hands. We're to send him to a school with good vocational training—carpentry, electronics, that sort of thing.


  M: In that case, we are best off at Enderby Comprehensive. I gather they have excellent workshops and instructors. But it says here the Donwell also has good facilities. Enderby High has a little, but they are mostly academic. No vocational training at all at Carlton Abbey or Saint Mary's.


  W: What are the schools like academically? How many children go onto university every year?


  M: ［14］Well, Enderby High is very good. And Carlton Abbey even better, 70% of their pupils go onto university. Donwell isn't so good, only 8%. And Enderby Comprehensive and Saint Mary's, not much more, about 10%.


  W: ［15］Well, it seems like there is a broad selection of schools. But we'll have to find out more than statistics before we can decide.


  12. What do the speakers want their children to have?


  13. What do the speakers say about little Keith?


  14. What school has the highest percentage of pupils who go onto university?


  15. What are the speakers going to do next?


  12. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词短语。


  2. 三项含有表示积极意义的形容词（good, pleasant, happy）。


  3. 两项含有与孩子的成长阶段有关的内容（secondary education, childhood）。


  结论：该题以what进行提问，可能涉及对孩子的某个成长阶段有益的事物。听音时，应重点关注与四个选项的关键词有关的内容（secondary education, neighbourhood, childhood, practical training），然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】对话一开始，女士就说在他们决定定居恩德比之前，需要先看看当地的学校，因为他们想让孩子们接受良好的中学教育。由此可以很容易地判断出该题的答案为A项。其他三项对话中均未提及，均可排除。


  13. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头。


  2. 两项含有表示应该的词语（ought to, should）。


  3. 两项含有与擅长某事物有关的内容（gifted, is good at）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能与he有关，可能是他所擅长的事物，也可能是他应受的待遇。听音时，应首先判断出he的指代对象，然后将听音重点放在各选项的关键信息上（vocational training, be sent to a private school, academically gifted, carpentry），最后根据听到的问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】对话中，女士说小基思的双手非常灵巧，应该把他送到在职业培训方面较强的学校，像木工手艺、电子学之类的。也就是说，女士认为小基思应该得到良好的职业训练，故正确答案为A项，其中的good vocational training属于原词复现。在对话开头部分，两位说话者都表示不确定是否应该把孩子送去私立学校，故B项说法不对；C项对话中未提及，故可排除；D项中的carpentry对话中虽有提及，但那只是女士举的一个跟职业训练相关的例子，而非小基思擅长的方面，故也可排除。


  14. C


  【听前预测】四项均为名词短语，且均为学校名称。推测该题以what进行提问，可能涉及某人上哪所学校、哪所学校的教学质量好之类的问题。听音时，首先应将听音重点放在四个选项出现的学校名称上，然后将听到的关于各所学校的信息与其名称对应，避免出现张冠李戴的现象。最后再根据问题和所听到的信息作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话中，当男士说完各所学校在职业培训方面的教学水平之后，女士又问这些学校在学术水平上怎么样，每年有多少学生能够考上大学。男士回答说，恩德比高中非常好，但卡尔顿修道院更好，70%的学生都考上了大学。当威尔学校没有那么好，大学升学率只有8%。恩德比综合学校和圣玛丽学校的大学升学率也不太高，大约是10%。由此可知，大学升学率最高的学校是卡尔顿修道院，故C项为正确答案。


  15. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头。


  3. 三项含有与学校有关的内容（boarding school, private school, five schools）。


  3. 两项含有their children。


  结论：该题对动作进行提问，内容可能与孩子们所上的学校有关。听音时，应将重点放在四个选项的关键词上（put...in a good boarding school, talk...about their decision, send...to a better private school, find out more about the five schools），然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话中，在了解了五所学校的职业培训水平和学术水平之后，女士说看上去关于学校他们有很多的选择，但是在作出决定之前，他们还得了解除统计数据之外的更多信息。四个选项中，只有D项与此内容一致，故为正确答案。其他三项对话中均未提及，故可排除。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen! As instructed in our previous meeting, the subcommittee on building development has now drawn up a brief to submit to the firm's architect. In short, the building would consist of two floors. ［16］There would be a storage area in the basement to be used by the research center as well as by other departments. We are, as you know, short of storage base, so the availability of a large basement would be a considerable advantage. The ground floor would be occupied by laboratories. Altogether there would be six labs. In addition, there would be six offices for the technicians, plus a general secretarial office and a reception area. ［17］The first floor would be occupied by the offices of Research and Development staff. There would be a suite of offices for the Research and Development Director as well as a general office for secretarial staff. It's proposed to have a staff room with a small kitchen. This would serve both floors. There would also be a library for research documents and reference material. In addition, there would be a resource room in which audio visual equipment and other equipment of that sort could be stored. Finally, there would be a seminar room with closed circuit television. This room would also be used to present displays and demonstrations to visitors to the center. ［18］The building would be of brick construction so as to conform to the general style of construction on the site. There would be a pitched roof. Wall and ceiling spaces would be insulated to conform to new building regulations.


  16. What is said about the planned basement of the new building?


  17. Where will be the Research and Development Director's office?


  18. Why would the building be of brick construction?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词floor、library、labs、building和construction可以大致推断，本文很可能与建筑物有关，需要重点关注相关信息。

  


  16. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以it开头。


  2. 由前三项中的lit（照亮）、ventilated（使通风）、space for storage（储藏空间）可以大致推断，这三个词（组）描述的都是建筑物的特征。


  结论：本题很可能考查某个建筑物的情况。


  【解析】短文前半部分提到，在这座两层高的大楼的地下室将设置一个巨大的储藏区，由研发中心和其他部门来使用。故C项为正确答案。其他三项的内容文中均未提及。


  17. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为介词短语。


  2. 三项均含有表示楼层的短语（first floor, ground floor, the same floor）。


  结论：本题很有可能考查某物的方位，听音时要重点留意描述方位的词汇。


  【解析】短文中间部分提到，二楼将是研发部门的办公室，其中包含研发部主任以及部门秘书的办公室，故A项为正确答案。这里需注意的是，本文中对楼层的表述为英式英语表达习惯，即ground floor为一楼，first floor为二楼，往上的楼层依次类推。这是与美式英语表述习惯的不同之处，要注意分辨。


  18. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为不定式短语，阐述做某事的目的。


  2. 三项含有与建筑有关的词汇（building, construction）。


  结论：本题很可能考查某种建筑形式的目的。


  【解析】短文末尾处提到，这座大楼将要建为砖结构，目的是为了让它的风格与当地建筑的整体风格相符，故B项为正确答案。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  Huang Yi works for a company that sells financial software to small and medium-size businesses. ［19］His job is to show customers how to use the new software. He spends two weeks with each client, demonstrating the features and functions of the software. The first few months in the job were difficult. ［20］He often left the client feeling that even after two weeks he hadn't been able to show the employees everything they needed to know. It's not that they weren't interested; they obviously appreciated his instruction and showed a desire to learn. Huang couldn't figure out if the software was difficult for them to understand, or if he was not doing a good job of teaching. During the next few months, Huang started to see some patterns. He would get to a new client site and spend the first week going over the software with the employees. He usually did this in shifts, with different groups of employees listening to him lecture. ［21］Then he would spend the next week installing the program and helping individuals trouble-shoot. Huang realized that during the week of trouble-shooting and answering questions, he ended up addressing the same issues over and over. He was annoyed because most of the individuals with whom he worked seem to have retained very little information from the first week. They asked very basic questions and often needed prompting from beginning to end. ［22］At first, he wondered if these people were just a little slow, but then he began to get the distinct feeling that part of the problem might be his style presenting the information.


  19. What does Huang Yi do in his company?


  20. What did Huang Yi think of his work?


  21. What did Huang Yi do in addition to lecturing?


  22. What did Huang Yi realize in the end?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中出现最多的关键词software以及tutorials、trainees、lecture、instruction、presenting等可以大致推断，该篇文章很可能讲述的是与软件及相关培训有关的内容，需要重点关注相关信息。

  


  19. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均为动词短语，以动词原形开头。


  2. 四项均提到了财务软件（financial software）。


  结论：本题考查的一定是与财务软件相关的内容，且很有可能是问某人对财务软件做了什么。


  【解析】短文开头提到，Huang Yi的公司向中小型企业出售财务软件，而他的工作就是培训客户如何使用这些软件，故C项为正确答案。A项具有一定的干扰性，销售财务软件的是Huang Yi的公司，而非他本人的工作，因此排除。


  20. A


  【解题思路】四项均为形容词，由此可大致推断，本题很可能是考查对某事物特征的概括。


  【解析】短文前半部分提到，在刚开始的几个月里，两周的培训过后，Huang Yi的客户仍然没有完全学会软件的使用方法，由此可以推断，Huang Yi的培训工作并不成功，故A项为正确答案。


  21. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以he开头。


  2. 三项含有与“教学”有关的词汇（tutorials, group discussions, lecture notes）。


  结论：本题很可能考查he的教学方法。


  【解析】短文后半部分提到，Huang不仅向所有接受培训的员工讲解软件的使用方法，还一对一地帮助这些员工解决问题，也就是说，他除了讲课外，还为这些员工提供一对一的支持，故D项为正确答案。


  22. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 三项中含有与“问题”有关的词汇（problems, fault）。


  2. 两项中含有与“解决”有关的词汇（be dealt with, solve）。


  3. 两项中含有his。


  结论：本题很可能围绕某个问题或错误的做法提问。


  【解析】短文最后提到，Huang Yi起初怀疑，学员们没有在第一周的培训中学到软件使用知识，是因为他们有些迟钝，但后来他开始感觉到，可能是他讲课的方式有问题，故D项为正确答案。A项具有一定的干扰性，这是Huang Yi一开始的看法，但这个看法并不正确，因此排除。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  As we help children get out into the world to do their learning there, we can get more of the world into the schools. ［23］Aside from their parents, most children never have any close contact with any adults except their teachers. No wonder they have no idea what adult life or work is like. We need to bring more people who are not full-time teachers into the schools. ［24］In New York City, under the Teachers' and Writers' Collaborative, real writers come into the schools, read their work, and talk to the children about the problems of their craft. The children love it. In another school, a practicing attorney comes in every month and talks to several classes about the law. Not the law as it is in books, but the law as he sees it and encounters it in his cases. And the children listen with intense interest. Here's something even easier: let children work together, help each other, learn from each other and each other's mistakes. ［25］We now know from the experience of many schools that children are often the best teachers of other children. What's more important, we know that when a fifth- or sixth-grader who has being having trouble with reading, starts helping a first-grader, his own reading sharply improves. A number of schools are beginning to use what some called Paired Learning. This means that you let children form partnerships with other children, do their work even including their tests together and share whatever marks or results this work gets, just like grown-ups in the real world. It seems to work.


  23. Why does the speaker say most children have no idea what adult life is like?


  24. What is happening in New York City schools?


  25. What does the experience of many schools show?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题所有选项，由其中的关键词parents、teachers、students、children、sixth-graders、first-graders等可大致推断，本文很可能谈及学生与家长、教师的关系，而且根据writers、lawyers这类表示职业的词可以推断这篇听力短文的内容应该跟这些职业也有一定关系，听录音时需特别注意与以上提到的角色和职业相关的内容，理清他们之间的关系，注重对短文细节信息的提取。

  


  23. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 两项以their开头，两项以they开头。


  2. 四项内容涉及parents、teachers和adults。


  结论：本题考查的内容很可能与their和they的相关情况有关，听录音时要注意听清其指代对象。同时，听音重点放在选项中出现的表示动作的相关内容上。


  【解析】本题问的是为什么说话者认为大多数孩子不了解成人生活。文章开头提到，除了父母，大多数孩子从未与除自己老师之外的任何成年人有过亲密的接触。紧接着说难怪他们不知道成人的生活或工作是怎样的，故C项为正确答案。其他三项在原文中未被提及，故均可排除。


  24. B


  【解题思路】四项都是客观描述，听音时应注意与real-life cases、writers and lawyers、opportunities和Teacher and Writer Collaboratives相关的内容。


  结论：本题考查的应该是某个细节，应注意与选项相关的内容。


  【解析】本题问的是纽约市的学校里正在发生什么。文中提到在纽约市，在教师与作家协会的组织下，作家来到学校朗读他们的作品并与孩子们谈论作品中存在的问题。在另一所学校，每月都会有执业律师来与许多班级谈论关于法律的问题。故B项为正确答案。A项和C项只可以看做是请律师和作家与学生交流所带来的积极影响，D项在原文中未被提及，故均可排除。


  25. B


  【解题思路】四项均是描述性的文字，都表示某种客观现实或积极影响。


  结论：本题考查的应该也是某个细节，应注意与选项相关的内容。


  【解析】本题问的是许多学校的经验表明了什么。文章后半部分提到，现在我们从许多学校的经验中得知，孩子通常是其他孩子最好的老师，因此B项为正确答案。A项内容表述有误，C项和D项内容并未在文中直接体现，故均可排除。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  Tests may be the most unpopular part of academic life. Students hate them because they produce fear and ［26］anxiety about being evaluated, and a focus on grades instead of learning for learning's sake.


  But tests are also valuable. A well-constructed test ［27］identifies what you know and what you still need to learn. Tests help you see how your performance ［28］compares to that of others. And knowing that you'll be tested on ［29］a body of material is certainly likely to ［30］motivate you to learn the material more thoroughly.


  However, there's another reason you might dislike tests: You may assume that tests have the power to ［31］define your worth as a person. If you do badly on a test, you may be tempted to believe that you've received some ［32］fundamental information about yourself from the professor, information that says you're a failure in some significant way.


  This is a dangerous—and wrong-headed—assumption. If you do badly on a test, it doesn't mean you're a bad person or stupid. Or that you'll never do better again, and that your life is ［33］ruined. If you don't do well on a test, you're the same person you were before you took the test—no better, no worse. You just did badly on a test. That's it.


  ［34］In short, tests are not a measure of your value as an individual—they are a measure only of how well and how much you studied. Tests are tools; they are indirect and ［35］imperfect measures of what we know.


  
    26. anxiety 焦虑

    27. identify 明确，识别

    28. compare to 与……相比较

    29. a body of 大量的，数目多的

    30. motivate 激励，促进

    31. define 定义，判定

    32. fundamental 基本的

    33. ruin 毁坏，破坏

    34. In short 简而言之

    35. imperfect 不完美的

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  恐惧可以成为改变行为的一种有效方式。对于与口腔卫生相关的态度和行为的变化，一项研究对比了高强度恐惧诉求和低强度恐惧诉求对此的影响。研究小组向一组受试者展示了［36］龋齿和牙龈病变的可怕照片；向另外一组受试者展示了诸如塑料牙齿、柱状图及图表之类不太吓人的资料。与低强度恐惧诉求组相比，看到吓人资料的受试者表现得更加焦虑，而且他们改变自己牙齿护理方式的［37］愿望也更加强烈。


  但是这些反应实际上［38］转变为更好的口腔卫生习惯了吗？为了回答这一重要问题，受试者两［39］次被叫回实验室（实验开展五天后和六周后）。他们咀嚼了牙疾诊断片，牙齿上任何不清洁的地方都会被留下红色污点，这直接［40］反映了他们牙齿护理的真实情况。结果表明，高强度恐惧诉求的确带来了口腔卫生方面更大、更［41］具体的变化。也就是说，［42］受到高强度恐惧警告的受试者比那些看到低强度恐惧警告资料的受试者刷牙时更加［43］谨慎。


  然而，要想使恐惧成为一种有效的说服工具，有两点很重要，即提供的信息不能过于吓人，而且应当给予人们［44］适当的指导以帮助他们消减恐惧之源。如果不这样做，他们可能会通过拒绝接受信息，或者否认信息发出者的［45］可信度来减轻他们的焦虑。如果是那样的话，态度或行为的改变都不大可能发生。


  【答案解析】


  36. F) decayed


  语法判断：空格前是介词of，空格后是名词teeth，由此可知，空格处应当填入一个形容词或分词来修饰teeth，充当其定语。符合语法条件的备选项有accustomed（习惯的）、concrete（具体的）、decayed（腐烂的，腐坏的，蛀蚀的）、eligible（合格的，合适的，适当的）、exposed（暴露的）、permanent（永久的，不变的）和translated（翻译的；转变的）。


  语义判断：通过上下文可知，此处要表达的是“研究小组向一组受试者展示了龋齿和牙龈病变的可怕照片”，即decayed teeth（龋齿）和diseased gums（牙龈病变）构成语义并列关系，故本题选F。


  37. G) desire


  语法判断：空格前是不定冠词a和形容词比较级greater，空格后是不定式短语，由此可知，空格处应填入一个单数可数名词，被前置定语a greater和后置定语不定式所修饰。符合语法条件的单数可数名词备选项有desire（愿望，欲望）和indication（指示，显示，提示）。


  语义判断：空格所在句的前半部分提到“看到吓人资料的受试者表现得更加焦虑”，由此判断，后半句应该是说这些人改变自己牙齿护理方式的“愿望”更加强烈，故符合此处语义的选项应为G。


  38. O) translated


  语法判断：空格前为were these reactions actually，空格后为into better dental hygiene practices，且该句为疑问句，由此判断，空格处应填入一个过去分词，与前面的were一起构成被动语态，且能与into构成固定搭配。剩余备选项中的过去分词有accustomed（习惯于）、exposed（暴露）和translated（翻译；转变）。


  语义判断：结合上段内容并通读本段内容可知，空格所在句承上启下，以问句的形式提出首段中提及的受试者看到不同恐怖程度的资料时的反应是否可以“转变”为实际行动的问题，由此可知，符合此处语义的应为translated，而且translate A into B也构成固定搭配，意为“将A转变为B”，故本题选O。


  39. L) occasions


  语法判断：空格前是on two，空格后为括号中的说明性文字，由此可知，空格处应填入一个复数名词，作介词on的宾语，并由two修饰。剩余备选项中的复数名词有dimensions（规模，大小；维度）和occasions（场合，情景，情况；次）。


  语义判断：由空格后面括号中的说明性文字“five days and six weeks after the experiment（实验开展五天后和六周后）”可知，此处应指“两次（occasions)”，而不是“两种规模”或“两种维度”，故选L。


  40. K) indication


  语法判断：空格前为a direct，空格后为介词of，由此可知，空格处应填入一个单数名词。剩余备选项中的单数名词只有indication，可初步判定K为正确选项。


  语义判断：分析上下文可知，此处是说受试者咀嚼牙疾诊断片，他们牙齿上的不清洁之处便会留下红色污点，这样能直接反映他们牙齿护理的真实情况，可见indication符合此处语义，故本题选K。


  41. D) concrete


  语法判断：空格前为greater and more，空格后为名词changes，由此可知，空格处应填入形容词，与more一起构成比较级，以与greater构成并列关系，共同作changes的定语。剩余备选项中的形容词有concrete（具体的）、eligible（合格的，合适的，适当的）和permanent（永久的，不变的）。


  语义判断：上文提到受试者两次被叫回到实验室，以检测他们的口腔卫生变化，对比各备选项，此处应指检测结果显示高强度恐惧诉求受试者的口腔卫生的确发生了更大、更“具体的”变化。concrete符合此处语义，故本题选D。


  42. J) exposed


  语法判断：空格前为the subjects，空格后为介词短语to high-fear warnings，由此可知，空格处应填入一个形容词或分词，且能与介词to搭配，共同修饰subjects。备选形容词或分词选项还有accustomed、eligible、exposed和permanent。


  语义判断：由本句中的“that is（那就是说）”可知，此处是对上句内容的进一步说明，上句提到高强度恐惧诉求受试者的口腔卫生的确发生了更大、更具体的变化，可知本句是说“受到高强度恐惧警告的受试者比那些看到低强度恐惧警告资料的受试者刷牙时更加……”，exposed符合此处语义，故选J。be exposed to sth.为固定搭配，意为“使暴露于，使面临，使遭受”。


  43. C) cautiously


  语法判断：空格前为brushed their teeth more，空格后为than did those who saw low-fear warnings，由此可知，空格处应填入一个副词，与more一起构成副词比较级，修饰谓语动词brushed。剩余备选项中的副词有carefully（仔细地；小心地）和cautiously（谨慎地，小心地）。


  语义判断：结合上题的分析可知，此处应指受到高强度恐惧警告的受试者比那些看到低强度恐惧警告资料的受试者刷牙时更加“谨慎”。干扰项carefully并非指担心害怕，主要侧重于指做某事时小心仔细，而cautiously指因担心危险和犯错误对自己的言行十分小心。文中是说高强度恐惧诉求的受试者对可怕的资料感到很恐惧，为了避免患上同样的疾病，刷牙时会非常谨慎小心，故本题选C更符合语义。


  44. I) eligible


  语法判断：空格前为be given，空格后为名词guidelines，由此可知，空格处应填入一个形容词或分词，充当guidelines的定语。符合语法条件的备选项还有accustomed、eligible和permanent。


  语义判断：本句提到要想使恐惧成为一种有效的说服工具，有两点很重要，即提供的信息不能过于吓人，而且应当给予人们______的指导，以帮助他们消减恐惧之源。由不定式充当的目的状语to help them to reduce the cause of the fear可知，前面内容应指给予人们“适当的”指导，故本题选I。


  45. E) credibility


  语法判断：空格前为定冠词the，空格后为介词短语of the communicator，由此可知，空格处应填入一个名词。剩余备选名词还有credibility、dimensions和sensitivity。


  语义判断：本句提到If this isn't done（如果不这样做），this指代上文中提到的很重要的两点，即提供的信息不能过于吓人，并给予人们适当的指导，否则人们就会拒绝接受信息，也就是说，发出这一信息的人的“可信度”就会降低，即否认信息发出者的可信度，故本题选E。dimensions和sensitivity的意思均不符合语义。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  脚踏实地的解决方案


  A）在我成长的过程中，父亲最爱的一句话（借用于幽默大师威尔·罗杰斯）是：“不是由我们不知道的事情滋生麻烦，而是我们自以为知道而事实并非如此的事情滋生麻烦。”从“十万人回归家园运动”及其旨在终结长期无家可归的策略中获得的一个主要的洞见是：［54］直到最近，我们的社会依然认为它了解无家可归问题的本质，但其实不然。


  B）这导致了一系列关于人们为什么变得无家可归和他们需要什么的错误假设。我们针对无家可归问题的政策中有很多错误都是源于这一观点：无家可归者是一个同质群体。只是在过去的15年中，像Common Ground这样的组织和其他组织才开始以平行视角审视这个问题——即把“周期性无家可归”者和“长期性无家可归”者区别开来，以便从个体层面来理解他们的需求。这就是为什么我们现在能够设想一种不同的方法——并得出更好的结果的原因。


  C）对于长期无家可归者很好地适应居家生活的可能性，尽管许多人持怀疑态度，一些人完全不予理会，但大部分读者还是对这一努力表示支持。对此，我们拭目以待；设想我们还没有看见的东西是有难度的。正如尼科洛·马基亚韦利在《君主论》一书中所写的，任何旨在促进体制变革的努力所面临的一大障碍就是“人类的怀疑”，也就是说，人们“不轻信新鲜事物，直到他们具备了与这些事物有关的长期经验”。对于流浪街头的无家可归者，我们当中的大多数人已经亲眼目睹了几十年。很少有人见过被成功安置后的曾经的无家可归者。我们对他们的故事一无所知。所以我们只能根据我们所知道的——或者我们自以为知道的来加以概括。


  D）但那可能产生误导，甚至对专家产生误导。罗赞·哈格蒂是Common Ground的创办人，目前正管理着2310套保障性住房（另有552套正在建设中），当我问道在这项工作中最令她吃惊的是什么时，她回答说：“15年以前，我不会相信如此潦倒和深陷无家可归困境的人们能够在我们的建筑物中迸发生机。”“十万人回归家园运动”的主管贝姬·卡尼斯还评论说：“我们心中有这样一种感觉，流浪者在基因上基本有别于有住所的人。［47］这项运动正在为很多人提供第一手体验，让他们知道事实并非我们所认定的那样。”


  E）我在为这篇专栏文章做调研时所得到的惊人发现之一是：任何人都可能变得同无家可归者一样——仅仅经历一次脑部创伤就可以。从自行车上摔落，发生车祸，在冰上滑倒，或者，如果你是士兵，头部受了伤——你的生活就可能变得面目全非。［50］詹姆斯·欧康奈尔是一名医生，他治疗波士顿街上身体最虚弱的无家可归者已有25年了，他估测他遇到的长期无家可归者中有40%具有类似的大脑损伤。“对于许多人来说，他们是在大脑受了损伤后才沦为无家可归者的，”他说。“他们变得不可预测，可能会有情绪波动和突发的暴烈行为。他们没法保住工作。酗酒让他们感觉好受一些。他们会死在街上，了此一生。”


  F）一旦无家可归者回归家园，他们能更好地重塑生活。但仅仅有住房是不够的，注意到这一点很重要。就像很多复杂的社会问题，当你度过最开始的危机，你又会有别的同样具有挑战性的问题需要解决。但事情总归是在朝好的方向发展。


  G）在过去的十年中，欧康奈尔已经见证了此种情况发生。“我花一半的时间在街上或医院里，另一半时间为曾经长年流浪街头的人出诊，”他说。［49］“所以，从医生的视角来看，这是个不错的转变，但并不是说，让某人得到安置就能解决他们所有的问题。安置还只是第一步。”


  H）［51］一旦有了住房，曾经的无家可归者会变得孤立和孤单。如果他们已流浪街头多年，他们可能已经获得某种特定的身份和对自身生存技能的自豪感。如今待在家里，他们身份中的那些层面可能会被剥落。许多人一开始还会深陷迷茫。“如果你无家可归超过半年，你可能会不知所措，”哈格蒂说。“生存变得不是关乎克服无家可归，而是关乎寻找食物、乞讨、求得一份能让他们活下去的工作。你如何定义稳定的整个过程被打乱。”


  I）［53］许多人需要定期的（如果不是持续的）支持来解决心理健康问题、上瘾现象和疾病困扰——还有，同样重要的是，他们需要各种援助，使他们能够应对日常的生活挑战、重新熟悉家庭、建立邻里关系、寻找有乐趣的活动或工作、理财，以及学习如何健康饮食。


  J）［52］对一些人来说，最好的解决方案是在提供特殊服务的集体住宅中生活。然而，并不是哪里都有集体住宅。比如，在波士顿，无家可归者往往被零散安置在全市各处的公寓中。


  K）位于纽约的Common Ground的大型住宅为无家可归者提供了大量支持，这些住宅使人们看到了改变的可能性。除了提供更加传统的社会服务，居民还可以去公共花园游玩，参加诸如烹饪、瑜伽、戏剧和摄影之类的课程，还能得到就业安置。［55］去年，居住在Common Ground提供的四处住宅的188名曾经的无家可归者找到了工作。


  L）［48］因为住宅提供很多服务，并且管理完善，哈格蒂发现安置后的问题出人意料得少。在过去的十年中，租户之间只有一些小的争吵。涂鸦或破坏的事情很少发生。租户再次流落街头的几率几乎可以忽略。位于纽约的乔治王子酒店是208名曾经的无家可归者和208名低收入租户的家园，在那里，平均租用期限接近七年。（所有的住户以他们收入的30%支付租金；对于曾经的无家可归者，这笔钱出自他们的政府福利补贴。）人们搬走通常是因为他们找到了更喜欢的公寓。


  M）“租户们也想参与住宅公共区域的塑造，”哈格蒂说。“他们成立了一个园艺委员会，想在屋顶上建个平台。那都是我本没有指望过的事情。”最普通的租户需求？［46］“人们总是想要更多的储物空间——但这也是每一个纽约人真实的想法，”她补充道。“在很多方面，我们很像是正常的公寓楼。我们的租户看起来也与常人无异。”


  N）正如我所提到的，无家可归囊括了各种问题。一些读者问，“十万人回归家园运动”能否解决全家人无家可归这一有着不同成因、需要不同解决方案的问题。我一直在关注一些旨在解决和预防全家人无家可归问题的有成功希望的想法。2011年末，我将在一个专栏中探讨这些想法。现在，我要以“十万人回归家园运动”的最新进展结尾。从周二开始，新奥尔良和一些别的团体报道了新的成果。目前统计的被安置人数是7043。


  【答案解析】


  46. M


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词tenants和want more room for storage。文章段落中提到Common Ground住宅区的租户想要更多储物空间的内容是M段。该段第一句提到，租户们也想参与住宅公共区域的塑造；接着第六句引用哈格蒂的话指出，人们总是想要更多的储物空间……因此，题干是对原文的同义转述，题干中的want more room for storage对应原文中的want more storage space。


  47. D


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词Homes Campaign和first-hand proof。文章段落中提到回归家园运动提供第一手证据的内容是D段。该段最后引用该运动的主管贝姬·卡尼斯的评论说：“我们心中有这样一种感觉，流浪者在基因上基本有别于有住所的人。这项运动正在为很多人提供第一手体验，让他们知道事实并非我们所认定的那样。”因此，题干是对原文的同义转述，题干中的provides first-hand proof对应原文中的creating a first-hand experience。


  48. L


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词well-managed和peaceful。文章段落中提到Common Ground住宅区的管理情况和社区氛围的内容是L段。该段前几句指出，住宅提供很多服务，管理完善，安置后的问题出人意料得少；在过去的十年中，租户之间只有一些小的争吵；很少有涂鸦或破坏的事情发生；租户再次流落街头的几率几乎可以忽略。因此，题干是对原文的同义概括。题干中的well-managed是原词复现，题干中的by and large peaceful是对原文描述的归纳和总结。


  49. G


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词housing the homeless和only the first step。文章段落中提到安置无家可归者和解决他们所有问题的内容是G段。该段最后，欧康奈尔医生说：“并不是说，让某人得到安置就能解决他们所有的问题。安置还只是第一步。”因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的housing the homeless对应原文中的putting someone in housing，题干中的solving all their problems对应原文中的addressing all of their problems。


  50. E


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词the chronically homeless和brain injury。文章段落中提到长期无家可归者和大脑损伤关系的是E段。该段第一句指出，任何人都可能变得同无家可归者一样——仅仅经历一次脑部创伤就可以。接下来，第三句提到，治疗波士顿街上身体最虚弱的无家可归者已有25年的詹姆斯·欧康奈尔医生估测，他接触的长期无家可归者中有40%具有类似的大脑损伤。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的a large percent对应原文中的40 percent，题干中的the chronically homeless对应原文中的the long-term homeless people。


  51. H


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词after being housed和become confused。文章段落中提到无家可归者被安置后的状况的内容是H段。该段前几句指出，一旦有了住房，曾经的无家可归者会变得孤立和孤单。如果他们已流浪街头多年，他们可能已经获得某种特定的身份和对自身生存技能的自豪感。如今待在家里，他们身份中的那些层面可能会被剥落。许多人一开始还会深陷迷茫。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的become confused at first对应原文中的experience a profound disorientation at the outset。


  52. J


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词the best way to help the homeless和communal housing。文章段落中提到帮助无家可归者最好的方式的内容是J段。该段首句提到，对一些人来说，最好的解决方案是在提供特殊服务的集体住宅中生活。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的the best way对应原文中的the best solution，题干中的communal housing对应原文中的communal residence。


  53. I


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词health problems和regular support in their daily lives。文章段落中提到给予无家可归者定期支持的是I段。该段指出，许多人需要定期的（如果不是持续的）支持来解决心理健康问题、上瘾现象和疾病困扰。同样重要的是，他们需要各种援助，使他们能够应对日常的生活挑战、重新熟悉家庭、建立邻里关系、寻找有乐趣的活动或工作、理财，以及学习如何健康饮食。因此，题干是对原文的同义概括。


  54. A


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词American society has failed to see和what homeless is all about。文章段落中A段提到美国社会对于无家可归问题的认识。该段最后一句指出，直到最近，我们的社会依然认为它了解无家可归问题的本质，但其实不然。这里“我们的社会”指的就是“美国社会”，因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的has failed to see对应原文中的but it didn't (understand)，题干中的what homelessness is all about对应原文中的the nature of homelessness。


  55. K


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词New York's Common Ground's residences和got hired。文章段落中K段提到与纽约Common Ground住宅区里曾是无家可归者的租户有关的内容。该段最后一句提到，去年，居住在Common Ground提供的四处住宅的188名曾经的无家可归者找到了工作。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的got hired对应原文中的found jobs。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  ［56］技术能使我们更加聪明或更加愚笨，我们需要制定一套准则来指导我们的日常行为，确保技术是在改善而不是阻碍我们的思维过程。如今人们在争论的重大问题之一是：什么样的信息需要被储存在我们的大脑里以及什么样的信息可以放在“云端”，以备需要时使用？


  ［57］一个日益强大的教育团体正在捍卫“数字素养”。在他们看来，技能胜过知识，培养“数字素养”比学习单纯的知识内容更重要，如今所有的事实都可以通过谷歌搜索到，因此不值得去记忆。但如果学生和工人对世界的实际运行方式没有广博的知识储备的话，即使掌握了最高级的数字技能也无法帮助他们畅行天下。如果你关注的是（信息的）传递机制而非内容，那你是在伤害孩子。


  ［58］事实上，对于“技能可以不依赖事实性知识而独立存在”的看法，认知科学得出的证据对其提出了质疑。过去30年的数据可以得出一个在科学性上不可辩驳的结论：周全的思维需要了解事实，这一说法的正确性不仅仅在于你需要有某些东西来进行思考。［58］老师们最为关注的是批判性的思维过程，而这一过程是与储存在大脑长期记忆中的事实性知识紧密交织在一起的。


  换句话说，仅仅因为你能在谷歌上搜索出“黑色星期二”的日期并不意味着你明白“大萧条”发生的原因或者它与我们当前的经济衰退相比有何异同。毋庸置疑的是，如今的学生（也是未来的工作者）需要进行创新、相互合作和做出评价。但这样的技能无法脱离产生它们的知识而存在。要进行创新，必须了解之前的情况。要相互合作，必须与合作企业共享知识。［59］要做出评价，则必须将新信息和已经掌握的知识进行比较。


  所以，在数字世界里有一个思维原则，该原则分为两部分。首先，在任何想要表现出色的领域，必须掌握基础的事实性知识。这些基础知识为培养技能打下了至关重要的基础，而这些基础知识是无法外包给搜索引擎的。


  其次，不但要利用电脑恒定不变的记忆功能，还要利用大脑的精细记忆。电脑在存储固化信息方面功能强大。但当你希望信息以有趣而又有用的方式做出变化时，人脑是更好的选择：它能与其他事实和观点联系起来，获取意义的连续层面，沉浸在已经积累的知识和经验中一段时间，从而酝酿出更为丰富的思想成果。


  
    【论说文：不应过分强调“数字素养”，事实性知识在学习中仍然起着基础性的作用，要充分发挥大脑特有的记忆功能。】


    第一段：技术对我们的思维来说是把双刃剑。


    第二至四段：介绍“数字素养”支持者的观点并进行批判，指出技能无法脱离事实性知识而存在。


    第五至六段：指出既要掌握基础的事实性知识，又要利用大脑的精细记忆功能。

  


  【答案解析】


  56. D


  定位：根据题干的信息词concern和the use of technology，可以把答题线索定位到第一段第一句。


  解析：该句指出“技术能使我们更加聪明或更加愚笨，我们需要制定一套准则来指导我们的日常行为，确保技术是在改善而不是阻碍我们的思维过程。”也就是说，作者认为技术是把双刃剑，具有两面性，“它可能阻碍思维能力的发展”，选项D符合文意，故为答案。作者并没有认为技术的使用会把知识放在“云端”，故可排除A。本段第一句指出“我们需要制定一套准则来指导我们的日常行为”，并不是说技术的使用可能会误导我们的日常行为，也排除B。后文提到了一个日益强大的教育团体正在捍卫“数字素养”，但并不是说“技术的使用可能使教育界产生分歧”，两者论述的并非同一概念，也排除C。


  57. D


  定位：根据题干的信息词the view of educators和advocate digital literacy，可以把答题线索定位到第二段第一、二句。


  解析：该处指出，一个日益强大的教育团体正在捍卫“数字素养”。在他们看来，技能胜过知识，培养“数字素养”比学习单纯的知识内容更重要，如今所有的事实都可以通过谷歌搜索到，因此不值得去记忆。很明显，倡导“数字素养”的教育人士认为孩子们不需要去记忆信息，只需借助搜索引擎，即它能使孩子们从记忆事实的负担中解放出来，选项D符合文意，故为答案。作者指出“掌握了最高级的数字技能也无法帮助他们畅行天下”，但此处内容与题干无关，题干考查的是倡导“数字素养”的教育人士的观点，应排除A。同样，选项B和C都不是倡导“数字素养”的教育人士的观点，也可排除。


  58. B


  定位：根据题干的信息词evidence和cognitive science，可以把答题线索定位到第三段第一句。


  解析：该句指出，对于“技能可以不依赖事实性知识而独立存在”的看法，认知科学得出的证据对其提出了质疑。紧接着本段进一步进行了阐述，并在最后一句指出“老师们最为关注的是批判性的思维过程，而这一过程是与储存在大脑长期记忆中的事实性知识紧密交织在一起的”，换句话说，批判性思维是建立在事实性知识的基础上，选项B符合文意，故为答案。本段最后一句指出，事实性知识储存在大脑的长期记忆中，并未指知识的长期记忆效果更佳，排除A。文中并未提及学习技能对知识获取所产生的作用，排除C。文中并未提到“批判性思维意味着要挑战现存的事实”，也可排除D。


  59. C


  定位：根据题干的信息词key和making evaluations，可以把答题线索定位到第四段最后一句。


  解析：第四段第二句提到了“做出评价”，最后一句则指出做出评价的关键在于“必须将新信息和已经掌握的知识进行比较”，要进行比较，就必然需要将新信息和已积累的知识联系起来，选项C符合文意，故为答案。选项A和B的说法本身没有错，但原文均未提及相关内容，可排除。本段第四句提到“要进行创新，必须了解之前的情况”，但这是与创新相关的内容，与题干不符，属于张冠李戴，应排除D。


  60. D


  定位：本题考查文章的写作目的，需要综合全文来解题。


  解析：文章第一段先总述性地指出技术对我们的思维来说是把双刃剑。第二至四段针对“数字素养”支持者的观点进行了批判，指出技能无法脱离事实性知识而存在。然后第五至六段指出了数字世界里的思维原则：既要掌握基础的事实性知识，又要利用大脑的精细记忆功能。由此可以看出，本文的写作目的是对当前过分强调“数字素养”的现象提出质疑和批判，故答案为D。从全文来看，作者认为孩子们必须掌握基本的事实性知识，选项A与作者观点相悖，可排除。本文只是阐明不应过分强调“数字素养”，选项B中的“教育改革”概念偏离且明显扩大化了，应排除。文中提及了人类大脑在储存信息方面的作用，但这一信息只是具体的论据，并非作者的写作目的，因此也可排除C。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  无论是其民众、思想、商业，甚至是政治力量，美国近代史的重心都持续地向西部倾斜。加利福尼亚州和得克萨斯州是美国西部的孪生轴心，但二者却有着天壤之别。［61］在20世纪的大部分时间里，硅谷和好莱坞所在的加利福尼亚州一直引领着两大轴心的科技和时尚潮流。相比之下，得克萨斯州则被抛在其后：它的形象陈腐，犹如一位穿着牛仔靴的保守基督徒。然而孪生轴心也可能会互换角色。现如今发生的一切是否正是如此呢？


  ［62］人们很容易发现加利福尼亚州正身陷恐慌之中。本月初，这个昔日的黄金州开始给债权人打欠条了。本财年的预算支出与收入的缺口竟高达260亿美元，这一数字令人瞠目结舌。由于没有迹象表明该州会制定新的预算来填补这一缺口，一家信贷评估机构已经降低了加利福尼亚州的信用等级。因预算被削减，大学的招生数量将会下降，犯人将会提早获释，一些旨在保护弱势群体的项目也将降低力度。


  与之相反，得克萨斯州很好地应对了经济衰退，而且该州的失业率比全国平均水平还低2个百分点，房屋回收率也位居全国最低行列。这在某种程度上是因为该州的银行在上一轮的房地产泡沫崩溃中遭受了重创，因此在这一轮中没有大肆扩张。［63］而且，得克萨斯州显然奉行了一种和加利福尼亚州不同的模式，即小政府模式。该州不征收资本收益税或个人所得税，而且秉承对企业友好、对移民宽容的态度。它是全美拥有《财富》500强企业最多的州。


  尽管如此，将美国的未来全部押在得克萨斯州身上似乎还为时过早。首先，紧凑的得克萨斯州模式还有其自身的问题。［64］该州对教育投入不足，不少专家难免会担心大多数的西班牙裔得克萨斯州人可能会沦为“迷惘的一代”——缺乏必备的技能，难以满足知识经济的需求。


  其次，得克萨斯州也很难与拥有如此多创造型人才的加利福尼亚州相抗衡。即使好莱坞眼下经济发展不景气，但它仍然拥有一大批无可比拟的值得骄傲的朝阳产业和世界上最兴隆的风险投资产业。加利福尼亚州也拥有着令人惊异的自我改造能力——正如冷战结束后，该州的国防产业也随之崩溃，但后来又东山再起。


  事实上，这两个州可以互相学习。得克萨斯州仍然缺少加利福尼亚州所拥有的一些一流大学，文化方面也很落后。加利福尼亚州不仅可以借鉴得克萨斯州更为紧凑的政府结构，还可以学习它在政治上的两党共管的模式。［65］世界上没有十全十美的政府模式：让50个州就像50个公共政策实验室那样相互竞争以寻求最佳政府管理模式是美国的天才创举。


  
    【论说文：以美国西部的孪生轴心——加利福尼亚州与得克萨斯州的发展现状为例，说明其政府管理模式各有优劣，从而得出取长补短、相互竞争以求最好才是有创造性的、适合美国的政府模式。】


    第一段：对比美国西部的加利福尼亚州和得克萨斯州，指出20世纪的加州在很多方面优于得州。


    第二段：现今的加州出现财政危机，并给该州带来了一系列负面影响。


    第三段：得州奉行的小政府模式与谨慎的经济政策使其成功应对了经济危机，并拥有众多优秀企业。


    第四段：得州模式也存在缺陷，例如对教育投入的不足，不能在全美照搬。


    第五段：加州的优势产业和自我改造能力。


    第六段：两州可以相互借鉴，取长补短。而这得益于美国各州政府独立管理、相互竞争的政府模式。

  


  【答案解析】


  61. B


  定位：根据题干中的信息词Paragraph 1可以将答案线索迅速定位到第一段。


  解析：第一段第三至四句提到“在20世纪的大部分时间里，硅谷和好莱坞所在的加利福尼亚州一直引领着两大轴心的科技和时尚潮流。相比之下，得克萨斯州则被抛在其后：它的形象陈腐，犹如一位穿着牛仔靴的保守基督徒。”由此可知，加利福尼亚州在很多方面都要优于得克萨斯州。选项B所述内容是对原文内容的概括，故为答案。文章首段并未说明这两个州一直在争夺领导地位，故A可排除。选项C在文章首段中没有提到，故排除。文章首段第四句虽然把得克萨斯州比喻成穿牛仔靴的保守基督徒，但主要是为了强调其保守，并不是为了与加利福尼亚州对比，D也可排除。


  62. C


  定位：根据题干中的信息词today's California和题文同序的原则可以将答案线索定位到第二段。


  解析：第二段第一句提到“人们很容易发现加利福尼亚州正身陷恐慌之中。”接下来，文章介绍了恐慌的原因，包括向债权人打欠条、预算支出和收入不平衡、信用等级下降等，这些都是严重的财政危机的表现，故选C。虽然第二段第二句提到加利福尼亚州开始向债权人打欠条，但并没有提到该州濒临破产，选项A言过其实。第二段第三句提到加利福尼亚州的预算支出和收入的缺口高达260亿美元，而不是说预算已经被削减了260亿美元，故B可排除。第二段最后一句提到，由于预算遭到削减，一些旨在保护弱势群体的项目将降低力度，选项D所述内容与原文相矛盾，故也可排除。


  63. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词Texas different from California可以将答案线索定位到第三段。


  解析：第三段第三句提到“得克萨斯州显然奉行了一种和加利福尼亚州不同的模式，即小政府模式。”由此可知，得克萨斯州与加利福尼亚州的不同之处在于得克萨斯奉行的小政府模式，故选A。文中提到得克萨斯州是全美拥有《财富》500强企业最多的州，但并未提到这些企业是传统产业，故B可排除。第四段第三句只是提到大多数的西班牙裔得克萨斯州人可能会因为缺乏必备的技能而难以应付知识经济的挑战，并没有与加州的情况进行对比，故C可排除。文中并没有提到福利体系，故D也可排除。


  64. C


  定位：根据题干中的信息词problem和Texas可以将答案线索定位到第四段。


  解析：该段最后一句提到，该州对教育投入不足，不少专家难免会担心大多数西班牙裔的得克萨斯州人可能会沦为“迷惘的一代”——缺乏必备的技能，难以满足知识经济的需求。由此可知，答案选C。该句并不能说明该州大多数的西班牙裔人是文盲，A选项言过其实，故排除。第五段第二句提到加利福尼亚州拥有无可比拟的朝阳产业，但没有提到得克萨斯州的朝阳产业的情况，故B可排除。第三段第四句提到得克萨斯州对移民持宽容态度，但并没有提到移民适应牛仔文化的情况，故D也可排除。


  65. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词American politics将答案线索定位到最后一段。


  解析：最后一段末句提到“世界上没有十全十美的政府模式：让50个州就像50个公共政策实验室那样相互竞争以寻求最佳政府管理模式是美国的天才创举。”由此可知，美国的50个州都有各自不同的管理方式，故A为答案。末段第三句提到，加利福尼亚州可以借鉴得克萨斯州在政治上的两党制度，但没有提到其他州对两党制度的态度，故B可排除。最后一句提到50个州相互竞争以寻求最佳政府管理模式，而不是在制定公共政策时各政党相互合作，故C可排除。选项D在文中没有提到，故也可排除。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  Chinese hot words1 usually reflect social changes and culture2, and some of them are becoming increasingly popular in foreign media3. Tuhao and dama, for example, are both old words, but they have gained new meanings.


  Tuhao used to mean landlords in the countryside who oppress their tenants and servants, but now it refers to those who spend money without control or those who like to show off their wealth4. That is to say, a tuhao owns a lot of money but has no taste. Dama is used to describe middle-aged women, but now it refers specifically to5 those Chinese ladies who bought gold in bulk when gold price fell not long ago.


  The words tuhao and dama may be included in the new edition of Oxford English Dictionary6. So far, about 120 Chinese words have been added to Oxford English Dictionary, becoming a part of the English language7.


  【译点精析】


  1. 热词：翻译为hot words，也可翻译为buzzwords或者trendy words。


  2. 反映社会变化和文化：翻译为reflect social changes and culture。reflect一词意为“反映；反射”。


  3. 在外国媒体上愈来愈流行：“在外国媒体上”应翻译为in foreign media，注意应使用介词in与media搭配；“愈来愈流行”还可翻译为more and more popular。


  4. 土豪以前指欺压……现在用于指花钱如流水或喜欢炫耀财富的人：“欺压”翻译为oppress；“花钱如流水”可翻译为spend money without control/limits或spend money as fast as one can；“炫耀财富”翻译为show off one's wealth或flaunt one's wealth。该句中两个“指”字根据具体语境分别翻译成了mean和refer to，应注意体会。


  5. 特指：翻译为refer specifically to或者refer in particular to。


  6. 收入……词典：翻译为be included in the...dictionary。


  7. 至今已有……成了英语语言的一部分：由“至今已有”可知，该句主体时态应为现在完成时；“至今”可翻译为so far或up to now；分析该句可知，“被加进了”为谓语部分，所以“成了英语语言的一部分”可用分词短语来表达，作句子的结果状语，比较符合英文表达习惯。
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    真题讲解

  


  


Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay explaining why it is unwise to put all your eggs in one basket. You can give examples to illustrate your point. You should write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words.
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Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) The man is the manager of the apartment building.

  B) The woman is very good at bargaining.

  C) The woman will get the apartment refurnished.

  D) The man is looking for an apartment.


  2. A) How the pictures will turn out.

  B) Where the botanical garden is.

  C) What the man thinks of the shots.

  D) Why the pictures are not ready.


  3. A) There is no replacement for the handle.

  B) There is no match for the suitcase.

  C) The suitcase is not worth fixing.

  D) The suitcase can be fixed in time.


  4. A) He needs a vehicle to be used in harsh weather.

  B) He has a fairly large collection of quality trucks.

  C) He has had his truck adapted for cold temperatures.

  D) He does routine truck maintenance for the woman.


  5. A) She cannot stand her boss's bad temper.

  B) She has often been criticized by her boss.

  C) She has made up her mind to resign.

  D) She never regrets any decisions she makes.


  6. A) Look for a shirt of a more suitable color and size.

  B) Replace the shirt with one of some other material.

  C) Visit a different store for a silk or cotton shirt.

  D) Get a discount on the shirt she is going to buy.


  7. A) At a “Lost and Found”.

  B) At a reception desk.

  C) At a trade fair.

  D) At an exhibition.


  8. A) Repair it and move in.

  B) Pass it on to his grandson.

  C) Convert it into a hotel.

  D) Sell it for a good price.


  Questions 9 to 11 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) Unique descriptive skills.

  B) Good knowledge of readers' tastes.

  C) Colourful world experiences.

  D) Careful plotting and clueing.


  10. A) A peaceful setting.

  B) A spacious room.

  C) To be in the right mood.

  D) To be entirely alone.


  11. A) They rely heavily on their own imagination.

  B) They have experiences similar to the characters'.

  C) They look at the world in a detached manner.

  D) They are overwhelmed by their own prejudices.


  Questions 12 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  12. A) Good or bad, they are there to stay.

  B) Like it or not, you have to use them.

  C) Believe it or not, they have survived.

  D) Gain or lose, they should be modernised.


  13. A) The frequent train delays.

  B) The high train ticket fares.

  C) The food sold on the trains.

  D) The monopoly of British Railways.


  14. A) The low efficiency of their operation.

  B) Competition from other modes of transport.

  C) Constant complaints from passengers.

  D) The passing of the new transport act.


  15. A) They will be de-nationalised.

  B) They provide worse service.

  C) They are fast disappearing.

  D) They lose a lot of money.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 19 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) The whole Antarctic region will be submerged.

  B) Some polar animals will soon become extinct.

  C) Many coastal cities will be covered with water.

  D) The earth will experience extreme weathers.


  17. A) How humans are to cope with global warming.

  B) How unstable the West Antarctic ice sheet is.

  C) How vulnerable the coastal cities are.

  D) How polar ice impacts global weather.


  18. A) It collapsed at least once in the past 1.3 million years.

  B) It sits firmly on solid rock at the bottom of the ocean.

  C) It melted at temperatures a bit higher than those of today.

  D) It will have little impact on sea level when it breaks up.


  19. A) The West Antarctic region was once an open ocean.

  B) The West Antarctic ice sheet was about 7,000 feet thick.

  C) The West Antarctic ice sheet was once floating ice.

  D) The West Antarctic region used to be warmer than today.


  Passage Two


  Questions 20 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  20. A) Whether we can develop social ties on the Internet.

  B) Whether a deleted photo is immediately removed from the web.

  C) Whether our blogs can be renewed daily.

  D) Whether we can set up our own websites.


  21. A) The number of visits they receive.

  B) The way they store data.

  C) The files they have collected.

  D) The means they use to get information.


  22. A) When the system is down.

  B) When new links are set up.

  C) When the URL is reused.

  D) When the server is restarted.


  Passage Three


  Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  23. A) Some iced coffees have as many calories as a hot dinner.

  B) Iced coffees sold by some popular chains are contaminated.

  C) Drinking coffee after a meal is more likely to cause obesity.

  D) Some brand-name coffees contain harmful substances.


  24. A) Have some fresh fruit.

  B) Exercise at the gym.

  C) Take a hot shower.

  D) Eat a hot dinner.


  25. A) They could enjoy a happier family life.

  B) They could greatly improve their work efficiency.

  C) Many cancer cases could be prevented.

  D) Many embarrassing situations could be avoided.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  Psychologists are finding that hope plays a surprisingly vital role in giving people a measurable advantage in realms (26)___________ academic achievement, bearing up in tough jobs and coping with (27)____________ illness. And, by contrast, the loss of hope is turning out to be a stronger sign that a person may (28)____________ suicide than other factors long thought to be more likely risks.


  “Hope has proven a powerful predictor of (29)____________ in every study we've done so far,”said Dr. Charles R. Snyder, a psychologist who has devised a (30)____________ to assess how much hope a person has.


  For example, in research with 3,920 college students, Dr. Snyder and his (31)____________ found that the level of hope among freshmen at the beginning of their first semester was a more (32)____________ predictor of their college grades than were their S.A.T. scores or their grade point (33)____________ in high school, the two measures most commonly used to predict college performance.


  “Students with high hope set themselves higher goals and know how to work to attain them,”Dr. Snyder said.“When you compare students of equivalent intelligence and past academic achievements, what (34)____________ is hope.”


  In devising a way to assess hope scientifically, Dr. Snyder went beyond the simple notion that hope is merely the sense that everything will (35) ____________ all right. “That notion is not concrete enough and it blurs two key components of hope,”Dr. Snyder said. “Having hope means believing you have both the will and the way to accomplish your goals, whatever they may be.”


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  Millions of Americans are entering their 60s and are more concerned than ever about retirement. They know they need to save, but how much? And what exactly are they saving for—to spend more time 　36　 the grandkids, go traveling, or start another career? It turns out that husbands and wives may have 　37　 different ideas about the subject.


  The deepest divide is in the way spouses envisage their lifestyle in their later years. Fidelity Investments Inc. found 41 percent of the 500 couples it surveyed 　38　 on whether both or at least one spouse will work in retirement. Wives are generally right regarding their husbands' retirement age, but men 　39　 the age their wives will be when they stop working. And husbands are slightly more 　40　 about their standard of living than wives are.


  Busy juggling （穷于应对） careers and families, most couples don't take the time to sit down, 　41　 or together, and think about what they would like to do 5, 10 or 20 years from now. They 　42　 they are on the same page, but the 　43　 is they have avoided even talking about it.


  If you are self-employed or in a job that doesn't have a standard retirement age, you may be more apt to delay thinking about these issues. It is often a 　44　 retirement date that provides the catalyst （催化剂） to start planning. Getting laid off or accepting an early-retirement 　45　 can force your hand. But don't wait until you get a severance （遣散费） check to begin planning.


  
    A) assume

    B) confidential

    C) disagree

    D) formula

    E) forthcoming

    F) illustrating

    G) mysteriously

    H) observe

    I) optimistic

    J) package

    K) radically

    L) reality

    M) separately

    N) spoiling

    O) underestimate

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  What If Middle-Class Jobs Disappear?


  A) The most recent recession in the United States began in December 2007 and ended in June 2009, according to the National Bureau of Economic Research. However, two years after the official end of the recession, few Americans would say that economic troubles are behind us. The unemployment rate, in particular, remains above 9%. Some labor market indicators, such as the proportion of long-term unemployed, are worse now than for any postwar recession.


  B) There are two widely circulated narratives to explain what's going on. The Keynesian narrative is that there has been a major drop in aggregate demand. According to this narrative, the slump can be largely cured by using monetary and fiscal （财政的） stimulus. The main anti-Keynesian narrative is that businesses are suffering from uncertainty and over-regulation. According to this narrative, the slump can be cured by having the government commit to and follow a more hands-off approach.


  C) I want to suggest a third interpretation. Without ruling out a role for aggregate demand or for the regulatory environment, I wish to suggest that structural change is an important factor in the current rate of high unemployment. The economy is in a state of transition, in which the middle-class jobs that emerged after World War Ⅱ have begun to decline. As Erik Brynjolfsson and Andrew McAfee put it in a recent e-book Race Against the Machine: “The root of our problems is not that we're in a great recession, or a great stagnation （停滞）, but rather that we are in the early throes （阵痛） of a great restructuring.”


  D) In fact, I believe the Great Depression of the 1930s can also be interpreted in part as an economic transition. The impact of the internal combustion engine（内燃机） and the small electric motor on farming and manufacturing reduced the value of uneducated laborers. Instead, by the 1950s, a middle class of largely clerical（从事文秘工作的） workers was the most significant part of the labor force. Between 1930 and 1950, the United States economy underwent a great transition. Demand fell for human effort such as lifting, squeezing, and hammering. Demand increased for workers who could read and follow directions. The evolutionary process eventually changed us from a nation of laborers to a nation of clerks.


  E) The proportion of employment classified as “clerical workers”grew from 5.2% in 1910 to a peak of 19.3% in 1980. (However, by 2000 this proportion had edged down to 17.4%.) Overall, workers classified as clerical workers, technical workers, managers and officials exceeded 50% of the labor force by 2000. Corresponding declines took place in the manual occupations. Workers classified as laborers, other than farm hands or miners, peaked at 11.4% of the labor force in 1920 but were barely 6% by 1950 and less than 4% by 2000. Farmers and farm laborers fell from 33% of the labor force in 1910 to less than 15% by 1950 and only 1.2% in 2000.


  F) The introduction of the tractor and improvements in the factory rapidly reduced the demand for uneducated workers. By the 1930s, a marginal farm hand could not produce enough to justify his employment. Sharecropping, never much better than a subsistence occupation, was no longer viable（可行的）. Meanwhile, machines were replacing manufacturing occupations like cigar rolling and glass blowing for light bulbs.


  G) The structural-transition interpretation of the unemployment problem of the 1930s would be that the demand for uneducated workers in the United States had fallen, but the supply remained high. The high school graduation rate was only 8.8% in 1912 and still just 29% in 1931. By 1950, it had reached 59%. With a new generation of workers who had completed high school, the mismatch between skills and jobs had been greatly reduced.


  H) What took place after World WarⅡwas not the revival of a 1920s economy, with its small farming units, urban manufacturing, and plurality of laborers. Instead, the 1950s saw the creation of a new suburban economy, with a plurality of white-collar workers. With an expanded transportation and communications infrastructure（基础设施）, businesses needed telephone operators, shipping clerks and similar occupations. If you could read, follow simple instructions, and settle into a routine, you could find a job in the post-war economy.


  I) The trend away from manual labor has continued. Even within the manufacturing sector, the share of production and non-supervisory workers in manufacturing employment went from over 85% just after World War II to less than 70% in more recent years. To put this another way, the proportion of white-collar work in manufacturing has doubled over the past 50 years. On the factory floor itself, work has become less physically demanding. Instead, it requires more cognitive skills and the ability to understand and carry out well-defined procedures.


  J) As noted earlier, the proportion of clerical workers in the economy peaked in 1980. By that date, computers and advanced communications equipment had already begun to affect telephone operations and banking. The rise of the personal computer and the Internet has widened the impact of these technologies to include nearly every business and industry.


  K) The economy today differs from that of a generation ago. Mortgage and consumer loan underwriters （风险评估人） have been replaced by credit scoring. Record stores have been replaced by music downloads. Book stores are closing, while sales of books on electronic readers have increased. Data entry has been moved off shore. Routine customer support also has been outsourced （外包） overseas.


  L) These trends serve to limit the availability of well-defined jobs. If a job can be characterized by a precise set of instructions, then that job is a candidate to be automated or outsourced to modestly educated workers in developing countries. The result is what David Autor calls the polarization of the American job market.


  M) Using the latest Census Bureau data, Matthew Slaughter found that from 2000 to 2010 the real earnings of college graduates (with no advanced degree) fell by more in percentage terms than the earnings of high school graduates. In fact, over this period the only education category to show an increase in earnings was those with advanced degrees.


  N) The outlook for mid-skill jobs would not appear to be bright. Communications technology and computer intelligence continue to improve, putting more occupations at risk. For example, many people earn a living as drivers, including trucks and taxicabs. However, the age of driverless vehicles appears to be moving closer. Another example is in the field of education. In the fall of 2011, an experiment with an online course in artificial intelligence conducted by two Stanford professors drew tens of thousands of registrants（报名者）. This increases the student-teacher ratio by a factor of close to a thousand. Imagine the number of teaching jobs that might be eliminated if this could be done for math, economics, chemistry, and so on.


  O) It's important to bear in mind that when we offer a structural interpretation of unemployment, a “loss of jobs”means an increase in productivity. Traditionally, economists have argued that productivity increases are a good thing, even though they may cause unemployment for some workers in the short run. In the long run, the economy does not run out of jobs. Rather, new jobs emerge as old jobs disappear. The story we tell is that average well-being rises, and the more people are able to adapt, the more widespread the improvement becomes.


  46. Even factory floor work today has become intellectually challenging rather than physically demanding.


  47. Increases in productivity prove beneficial though some people may lose their jobs temporarily.


  48. The unemployment rate remained high even two years after the government declared the recent recession was over.


  49. The author suggests that the recent high unemployment rate is mainly caused by a decrease of middle-class jobs.


  50. The creation of a suburban economy in the 1950s created lots of office jobs.


  51. In the first decade of the 21st century, only people with postgraduate degrees experienced an increase in earnings.


  52. One economics theory suggests using monetary and fiscal stimulus to cope with an economic recession.


  53. The popularity of online courses may eliminate many teaching jobs.


  54. Computer technology has brought about revolutionary changes in the record and book business.


  55. White-collar workers accounted for more than half of the labor force by the end of the 20th century.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  “Deep reading”—as opposed to the often superficial reading we do on the Web—is an endangered practice, one we ought to take steps to preserve as we would a historic building or a significant work of art. Its disappearance would jeopardize the intellectual and emotional development of generations growing up online, as well as the preservation of a critical part of our culture: the novels, poems and other kinds of literature that can be appreciated only by readers whose brains, quite literally, have been trained to understand them.


  Recent research in cognitive science and psychology has demonstrated that deep reading—slow, immersive, rich in sensory detail and emotional and moral complexity—is a distinctive experience, different in kind from the mere decoding of words. Although deep reading does not, strictly speaking, require a conventional book, the built-in limits of the printed page are uniquely helpful to the deep reading experience. A book's lack of hyperlinks （超链接）, for example, frees the reader from making decisions—Should I click on this link or not? —allowing her to remain fully immersed in the narrative.


  That immersion is supported by the way the brain handles language rich in detail, indirect reference and figures of speech: by creating a mental representation that draws on the same brain regions that would be active if the scene were unfolding in real life. The emotional situations and moral dilemmas that are the stuff of literature are also vigorous exercise for the brain, propelling us inside the heads of fictional characters and even, studies suggest, increasing our real-life capacity for empathy （认同）.


  None of this is likely to happen when we're browsing through a website. Although we call the activity by the same name, the deep reading of books and the information-driven reading we do on the Web are very different, both in the experience they produce and in the capacities they develop. A growing body of evidence suggests that online reading may be less engaging and less satisfying, even for the “digital natives”to whom it is so familiar. Last month, for example, Britain's National Literacy Trust released the results of a study of 34,910 young people aged 8 to 16. Researchers reported that 39% of children and teens read daily using electronic devices, but only 28% read printed materials every day. Those who read only onscreen were three times less likely to say they enjoy reading very much and a third less likely to have a favorite book. The study also found that young people who read daily only onscreen were nearly two times less likely to be above-average readers than those who read daily in print or both in print and onscreen.


  56. What does the author say about “deep reading”?


  A) It serves as a complement to online reading.

  B) It should be preserved before it is too late.

  C) It is mainly suitable for reading literature.

  D) It is an indispensable part of education.


  57. Why does the author advocate the reading of literature?


  A) It helps promote readers' intellectual and emotional growth.

  B) It enables readers to appreciate the complexity of language.

  C) It helps readers build up immersive reading habits.

  D) It is quickly becoming an endangered practice.


  58. In what way does printed-page reading differ from online reading?


  A) It ensures the reader's cognitive growth.

  B) It enables the reader to be fully engaged.

  C) It activates a different region of the brain.

  D) It helps the reader learn rhetorical devices.


  59. What do the studies show about online reading?


  A) It gradually impairs one's eyesight.

  B) It keeps arousing readers' curiosity.

  C) It provides up-to-date information.

  D) It renders reading less enjoyable.


  60. What do we learn from the study released by Britain's National Literacy Trust?


  A) Onscreen readers may be less competent readers.

  B) Those who do reading in print are less informed.

  C) Young people find reading onscreen more enjoyable.

  D) It is now easier to find a favorite book online to read.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  Many current discussions of immigration issues talk about immigrants in general, as if they were abstract people in an abstract world. But the concrete differences between immigrants from different countries affect whether their coming here is good or bad for the American people.


  The very thought of formulating immigration laws from the standpoint of what is best for the American people seems to have been forgotten by many who focus on how to solve the problems of illegal immigration.


  It is hard to look for “the ideal outcome”on immigration in the abstract. Economics professor Milton Friedman once said, “The best is the enemy of the good,”which to me meant that attempts to achieve an unattainable ideal can prevent us from reaching good outcomes that are possible in practice.


  Too much of our current immigration controversy is conducted in terms of abstract ideals, such as “We are a nation of immigrants.”Of course we are a nation of immigrants. But we are also a nation of people who wear shoes. Does it follow that we should admit anybody who wears shoes?


  The immigrants of today are very different from those who arrived here a hundred years ago. Moreover, the society in which they arrive is different. To me, it is better to build a wall around the welfare state than the country.


  But the welfare state is already here—and, far from having a wall built around it, the welfare state is expanding in all directions. We do not have a choice between the welfare state and open borders. Anything we try to do as regards immigration laws has to be done in the context of a huge welfare state that is already a major, inescapable fact of life.


  Among other facts of life utterly ignored by many advocates of de facto amnesty（事实上的大赦） is that the free international movement of people is different from free international trade in goods.


  Buying cars or cameras from other countries is not the same as admitting people from those countries or any other countries. Unlike inanimate objects, people have cultures and not all cultures are compatible with the culture in this country that has produced such benefits for the American people for so long.


  Not only the United States, but the Western world in general, has been discovering the hard way that admitting people with incompatible cultures is an irreversible decision with incalculable consequences. If we do not see that after recent terrorist attacks on the streets of Boston and London, when will we see it?


  “Comprehensive immigration reform”means doing everything all together in a rush, without time to look before we leap, and basing ourselves on abstract notions about abstract people.


  61. What does the author say about immigrants in America?


  A) They all hope to gain citizenship and enjoy the welfare.

  B) They come to America with different dreams and purposes.

  C) Their background may determine whether they benefit the American people.

  D) Their cultures affect the extent to which they will achieve success in America.


  62. What does the author try to say by citing Milton Friedman's remark?


  A) It is hardly practical to find an ideal solution to America's immigration problem.

  B) Ideal outcomes could be produced only by comprehensive immigration reform.

  C) As for immigration, good results cannot be achieved without good intentions.

  D) The proper solution of immigration issues is an ideal of the American public.


  63. What is the author's view regarding America's immigration policy?


  A) America should open its borders to immigrants from different countries.

  B) Immigrants have contributed greatly to the welfare of American people.

  C) Unrestricted immigration will undermine the American welfare state.

  D) There is no point building a wall around the American welfare state.


  64. What is the author's purpose in citing the recent terrorist attacks on the streets of Boston and London?


  A) To show that America should join hands with Europe in fighting terrorists.

  B) To prove that it is high time America made comprehensive immigration reforms.

  C) To prove that terrorism is the most dangerous threat to America and the world in general.

  D) To show that immigrants' cultural incompatibility with the host country has consequences.


  65. What is the author's attitude towards “comprehensive immigration reform”?


  A) Supportive.

  B) Negative.

  C) Wait-and-see.

  D) Indifferent.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  最近，中国科学院（Chinese Academy of Sciences）出版了关于其最新科学发现与未来一年展望的年度系列报告。系列报告包括三部分：科学发展报告、高技术发展报告、中国可持续发展战略报告。第一份报告包含中国科学家的最新发现，诸如新粒子研究与H7N9病毒研究的突破。该报告还突出强调了未来几年需要关注的问题。第二份报告公布了一些应用科学研究的热门领域，如3D打印和人造器官研究。第三份报告呼吁加强顶层设计，以消除工业升级中的结构性障碍，并促进节能减排。


2014年6月大学英语六级考试真题精析（第三套）


  


Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  There is a proverb which goes “Don't put all your eggs in one basket.”Metaphorically, it means not to risk losing everything by pinning all of your hopes or future goals on only one option, as you may have invested all of your time, energy, attention or money in that single endeavor.


  This proverb is most frequently cited in the field of investment, as investors usually pursue the minimization of risk and the maximization of profit. It can also be verified by the development patterns of different cities, as the prospects of resource-based cities and comprehensively developing cities are quite different. The proverb is even truer when people are setting their future goals, as it is highly risky to run forward recklessly without any sort of safety net or fallback plan.


  Generally speaking, though we sometimes need passion and concentration to pursue successes, we cannot afford to lose all of our “eggs”at one time, because we only have a finite amount of them. When making plans, we had better make well-rounded ones. Only in this way can we avoid the tragedy of being driven to the last ditch.


  【译文】


  有一句格言这样说道：“不要把你所有的鸡蛋都放在一个篮子里。”这句话使用了暗喻的修辞，意思是说不要将你全部的希望或者未来的目标都寄托在唯一的选择上，否则你就会面临失去一切的风险，因为你可能已经孤注一掷，为此倾注了所有的时间、精力、注意力或者金钱。


  这句格言在投资领域被引用的频率最高，因为投资者往往追求风险的最小化和利益的最大化。这句格言还可以被不同城市实行的发展模式所证实，因为资源型城市的前景和综合发展型城市的前景是截然不同的。当人们设定未来目标时，这句格言就显得更有道理了，因为如果不顾一切地向前追寻目标，而没有任何安全保障或者退路的话，将是十分危险的。


  一般而言，虽然我们在追求成功的时候有时需要激情和专注，但我们无法承受一次损失所有的“鸡蛋”，因为我们的“鸡蛋”是有限的。在制定计划时，我们最好考虑周全。只有这样，我们才能避免陷入穷途末路的悲剧。


  【要点用法】


  metaphorically 比喻地，隐喻地

  comprehensively developing 综合发展的

  risk doing 冒……的风险

  it is highly risky to... 做某事是有很高风险的

  pin 束缚住，牵制

  recklessly 不顾一切地

  option 选择；选项

  safety net 安全保障，安全策略

  endeavor 努力

  fallback plan 退路，后备计划

  be frequently cited 经常被引用

  passion 激情

  minimization 最小化

  concentration 专注力，专注度

  maximization 最大化

  cannot afford to... 难以负担或承受（做某事）

  verify 证实，证明

  a finite amount 有限的数量

  development pattern 发展模式

  well-rounded 面面俱到的，周全的

  prospect 前景，未来

  be driven to the last ditch 被逼至绝境，陷入穷途末路

  resource-based city 资源型城市


  【句法点评】


  1. There is a proverb which goes “Don't put all your eggs in one basket.”Metaphorically, it means not to risk losing everything by pinning all of your hopes or future goals on only one option, as...


  开门见山，引出题目中提到的格言，接着解释其比喻意义。means后面一直到逗号之前的部分都作means的宾语从句，其中又包含一个by引导的方式状语。逗号后面的as引导原因状语从句，对前面进行解释。句式丰富而流畅，同时又能很好地“解题”。


  2. This proverb is most frequently cited in the field of investment, as investors usually pursue the minimization of risk and the maximization of profit.


  第二段开始引用生活中具体的事例来说明为什么“不要把所有的鸡蛋都放在一个篮子里”，首先指出这句话在人们谈论投资的时候最经常被引用。minimization of risk与maximization of profit形成并列结构，句式工整。


  3. It can also be verified by the development patterns of different cities, as the prospects of resource-based cities and comprehensively developing cities are quite different.


  简洁明快地引出第二个例证：许多资源型城市的经济只依赖资源，当资源枯竭之后，又该走向何方？举例富有深度。


  4. The proverb is even truer when people are setting their future goals, as it is highly risky to run forward recklessly without any sort of safety net or fallback plan.


  层层递进，第三个例证谈到个人的发展。when引导时间状语从句，逗号后面是as引导的原因状语从句，其中it作形式主语，真正的主语是to run forward...fallback plan，同时又包含一个without引导的方式状语，句式和用词有一定难度。


  5. Generally speaking, though we sometimes need passion and concentration to pursue successes, we cannot afford to lose all of our “eggs”at one time, because...


  最后一段总结全文，但在给出结论之前，又提出一个让步，承认追求成功需要激情和专注，这就使得后面的结论显得更加有力。


  6. Only in this way can we avoid the tragedy of being driven to the last ditch.


  only位于句首时主句使用部分倒装，增强句式的灵活性。avoid the tragedy of being driven to the last ditch进一步深化了文章的主题。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. D


  
    W: This is one of our best and least expensive two-bed-room listings. It's located in a quiet building and it's close to bus lines.


    M: That may be true. But look at it: it's awful. The paint has peeled off and the carpet is worn and the stove is ancient.


    Q: What can we infer from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以the man开头，两项以the woman开头。


  2. 三项含有表示公寓的词（apartment）。


  结论：本题可能考查与公寓有关的内容。


  【解析】对话中女士介绍说公寓的价格便宜，而且地理位置优越。男士表示同意女士的话，但接着说这个公寓糟透了，油漆剥落，地毯磨损，火炉也十分旧了，可见男士是在找公寓，故答案为D。


  2. A


  
    M: The pictures we took at the botanical garden should be ready tomorrow.


    W: I can't wait to see them. I'm wondering if the shots I took are as good as I thought.


    Q: What is the woman eager to know?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以疑问词开头。


  2. 三项提到与照片有关的词（pictures, shots）。


  结论：该题可能是对与照片有关的内容进行提问。


  【解析】对话中男士说在植物园拍的照片明天应该就可以看到了，女士说她迫不及待想看照片，想知道自己拍的照片是否和想象中的一样好。由此可见，女士迫切想知道照片究竟拍得怎样，故答案为A。


  3. D


  
    W: The handle of the suitcase is broken. Can you have it fixed by next Tuesday?


    M: Let me see. I need to find a handle that matches but that shouldn't take too long.


    Q: What does the man mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 三项含有suitcase，一项含有表示把手的词（handle）。


  2. 两项含有表示修理的词（fixing, fixed）。


  结论：该题考查的内容可能与修理手提箱或其把手有关。


  【解析】女士问男士下周二之前能否将手提箱的把手修好，男士说他需要找一个匹配的把手，但应该不会花太长时间。由此可知，男士可以按时将手提箱修好，故答案为D。


  4. A


  
    M: This truck looks like what I need but I'm worried about maintenance. For us, it'll have to operate for long periods of time in very cold temperatures.


    W: We have several models that are especially adaptive for extreme conditions. Would you like to see them?


    Q: What do we learn about the man from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头。


  2. 三项含有表示卡车的词（trucks, truck），一项含有表示交通工具的词（vehicle）。


  3. 两项含有表示天气情况的词（harsh weather, cold temperatures）。


  结论：本题可能考查与卡车相关的内容，并可能与天气情况有关。


  【解析】对话中男士说这个卡车看上去是他需要的，并说车子必须能在寒冷的气温下长时间工作。女士回答说她们有几种型号的车特别适应极端恶劣的条件。四个选项中只有A项与对话的内容一致，故为正确答案。


  5. C


  
    M: I think your boss would be very upset when he gets your letter of resignation.


    W: That may be so. But in the letter, I just told him frankly I could no longer live with his poor management and stupid decisions.


    Q: What do we learn about the woman?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以she开头，两项提到了老板（boss）。


  2. 两项含有表示she与老板之间的矛盾的词（cannot stand her boss's bad temper, been criticized by her boss），一项提到了辞职（resign）。


  结论：本题可能考查she与老板之间的矛盾，或者与she辞职有关的内容。


  【解析】对话中女士说，她在递交给老板的辞职信中坦率地告诉了他，她再也无法忍受他糟糕的管理和愚蠢的决策。由此可见，女士是下定决心要辞职，故答案为C。


  6. B


  
    W: I'd like to exchange the shirt. I've learned that the person I bought it for is allergic to wool.


    M: Maybe we can find something in cotton or silk. Please come this way.


    Q: What does the woman want to do?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头。


  2. 四项均提到了衬衫（shirt），三项提到了表示颜色、尺寸、面料的词（color, size, material, silk, cotton）。


  3. 两项含有与更换有关的词（look for a shirt of a more..., replace）。


  结论：本题考查动作，可能与更换衬衫有关。听音时应重点关注与颜色、尺寸、面料有关的词。


  【解析】女士说她想要换一件衬衫，因为穿她买的衬衫的那个人对羊毛过敏，男士则说或许可以找到棉质或丝质的衬衫。由此可见，女士是想要换一件其他面料的衬衫，故答案为B。B项中的replace相当于原文中的exchange，均表示“更换”。


  7. A


  
    M: Excuse me, Miss? Did anyone happen to turn in a new handbag? You know, it's a birthday gift for my wife.


    W: Let me see. Oh, we've got quite a lot of women's bags here. Can you give me more detailed information, such as its color, the size and the trademark?


    Q: Where does this conversation most probably take place?

  


  【听前预测】四项均表示地点，故可知该题是对地点的考查。听音时应重点关注与地点有关的内容。


  【解析】男士问女士是否有人交还过一个新的手提包，女士说她这里有很多女士包，让男士提供更详细的信息。由此可知，该对话最有可能发生在失物招领处，故答案为A。


  8. C


  
    W: What are you going to do with the old house you've inherited from your grandfather?


    M: I once intended to sell it, but now, I'm thinking of turning it into a guest house, because it's still a solid structure.


    Q: What does the man plan to do with his old house?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以动词原形开头。


  2. 四项均含有it。


  结论：该题可能考查与it有关的动作。四个选项的信息比较分散，听音时应将重点放在repair、pass...on、convert以及sell等关键词上，然后再根据问题做进一步的判断。


  【解析】女士问男士打算怎样处理从爷爷那里继承来的老房子，男士说曾经打算卖掉它，但现在想把它变成一个小旅馆。由此可知，C项为正确答案。


  Conversation One


  W: When you write a novel, do you know where you're going, Dr. James?


  M: ［9］Yes, you must, really, if you're writing the classical detective story, because it must be so carefully plotted and so carefully clued. I have schemes. I have charts. I have diagrams. It doesn't mean to say I always get it right, but I do plan before I begin writing. But what is so fascinating is how a book changes during the process of writing. It seems to me that creative writing is a process of revelation, really, rather than of creativity in the ordinary sense.


  W: ［10］When you're planning the basic structure, do you like to go away to be sure that you're by yourself?


  M: I need to be by myself certainly, absolutely. I can't even bare anybody else in the house. I don't mind much where I am as long as I've got enough space to write, but I need to be completely alone.


  W: Is that very important to you?


  M: Oh, yes. I've never been lonely in all my life.


  W: How extraordinary!Never?


  M: No, never.


  W: ［11］You're very lucky. Someone once said that there's a bit of ice at the heart of every writer.


  M: Yes. I think this is true. The writer can stand aside from experience and look at it, watch it happening. There is this “detachment” and I realize that there are obviously experiences which would overwhelm everyone. But very often, a writer can appear to stand aside, and this detachment makes people feel there's a bit of ice in the heart.


  9. What is the key to writing a good classical detective story according to the man?


  10. What does the man mainly need when working on a book?


  11. What does the man say about writers?


  9. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词短语，该题可能以what提问。


  2. 三项含有与写作相关的词（descriptive skills, readers' tastes, plotting and clueing）。


  结论：该题可能对与写作相关的内容进行提问。


  【解析】对话一开始女士问男士写小说时是否知道以后的发展方向，男士回答说：“是的，事实上，如果你正在写传统的侦探小说，就必须知道后面要怎么写，因为侦探小说的情节必须设计巧妙，线索必须安排得当。”由此可知，写好侦探小说的关键是精心安排情节和线索，故D项正确。


  10. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项为名词短语，两项为动词不定式短语。


  2. 三项含有与所处环境有关的词（setting, room, alone）。


  结论：结合上题可知，本题考查的内容可能与写作所需的环境有关。


  【解析】女士问男士在策划小说基本结构的时候是否想要独处，男士说确实需要一个人待着，故D项正确。D项中的entirely相当于对话中的completely。


  11. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以they开头。


  2. 由A项中的their own imagination和B项中的have experiences similar to the characters'可推测, they指的是作家。


  结论：本题可能与作家的特质或人们对作家的看法有关。


  【解析】对话最后女士说每个作家的内心深处都有些冷漠，男士对此表示同意，并说作家会站在人生经历之外看事情，这是一种“超然”的态度，但很多情况下，这种超然的态度会使人们觉得作家有些冷漠。由此可知C项正确。


  Conversation Two


  W: There's an element there about competition though, isn't there? Because British railways are a nationalized industry, ［12］there's only one railway system in the country. If you don't like a particular kind of big beans, you can go and buy another. But if you don't like a particular railway, you can't go and use another.


  M: ［13］Some people who write to me say this. They say that if you didn't have a monopoly, you wouldn't be able to do the things you do. Well, I don't think we do anything deliberately to upset our customers. We have particular problems. Since 1946, when the Transport Act came in, we were nationalized.


  W: Do you think that's a good thing? Has it been a good thing for the railways, do you think, to be nationalized?


  M: Oh I think so, yes. ［14］Because in general, modes of transport are all around. Let's face the fact. The car arrived. The car is here to stay. There's no question about that.


  W: So what are you saying then? Is it if the railways haven't been nationalized, they would simply have disappeared?


  M: Oh, I think they would have. ［15］They're disappearing fast in America. Er, the French railways lose 1 billion pounds a year. The German railways, 2 billion pounds a year. But you see, those governments are prepared to pour money into the transport system to keep it going.


  W: So in a sense, you cope between two extremes. On the one hand, you're trying not to lose too much money. And on the other hand, you've got to provide the best service.


  M: Yes, you are right.


  12. What does the woman say about British railways?


  13. What do some people who write to the man complain about?


  14. What does the man say threatens the existence of railways?


  15. What does the man say about railways in other countries?


  12. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项开头均是“无论……与否”，均是让步条件句。


  2. 三项主语为they，一项宾语为them。


  结论：由B项（无论喜欢与否）和C项（无论相信与否）可推测，该题可能考查对they的看法或态度。听音时应首先弄清楚they的指代对象。


  【解析】对话开头女士说，英国铁路是国有产业，整个国家只有一套铁路系统，即使你不喜欢某条铁路，也不能使用其他的。由此可知，B项为正确答案。they指代英国铁路。


  13. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词短语。


  2. 四项分别提到了与火车相关的四个问题：火车晚点（train delays）、火车票价高（high train ticket fares）、火车上的食物（food sold on the trains）和铁路垄断（monopoly of British Railways）。


  结论：本题很可能考查铁路在哪方面存在问题。


  【解析】男士提到，有人给他写信抱怨说，如果铁路没有被垄断，铁路的运营就不会是目前的样子。由此可知，人们写信抱怨的是英国铁路的垄断问题，故正确答案为D。


  14. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词短语。


  2. 三项提到了与交通运输有关的词（transport, passengers）。


  3. 两项含有表示负面意义的词（low efficiency, complaints）。


  结论：结合上题及A项中的operation（运营）可知，该题可能讨论的是铁路运营方面存在的问题。


  【解析】对话中，当女士问铁路国有化是否是件好事时，男士给予了肯定回答，并解释说之所以这样做是因为现在的交通方式太多了。然后举了汽车的例子来加以说明。由此可见，与其他交通方式的竞争威胁到了铁路的存在，故答案为B。


  15. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项主语均为they。


  2. 三项含有表示负面意义的词（worse, disappearing, lose）。


  结论：该题很可能考查they所面临的问题。听音时应首先弄清楚they的指代对象。


  【解析】对话中男士提到，美国铁路正在迅速消失，法国铁路每年亏损10亿英镑，德国铁路每年亏损20亿英镑，这些国家的政府正准备注入资金以维持铁路继续运营。由此可知，这些国家的铁路都在亏损，故D项正确。C项为干扰项，文中只提到美国的铁路正在迅速消失，其他国家并没有这种情况。而C项的主语是they，不符合原文。A、B两项文中均未提及，都可排除。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  ［16］Among global warming's most frightening threats is the prediction that the polar ice-caps will melt, raising sea level so much that coastal cities from New York to Los Angeles to Shanghai will be flooded. Scientists agree that the key player in this scenario is the West Antarctic ice sheet, a Brazil-size mass of frozen water that is as much as 7,000 feet thick. Unlike floating ice shelves which have little impact on sea level when they break up, the ice sheet is anchored to bedrock well below the sea surface. ［17］Surrounded by open ocean, it is also vulnerable, but Antarctic experts disagree strongly on just how unstable it is. ［18］Now, new evidence reveals that all or most of the West Antarctic ice sheet collapsed at least once during the past 1.3 million years, a period when global temperatures probably were not significantly higher than they are today. And the ice sheet was assumed to have been stable. In geologic time, a million years is recent history. The proof, which was published last week in Science, comes from a team of scientists from Uppsala University in Sweden and the California Institute of Technology who drilled deep holes near the edge of the ice sheet. Within samples collected from the solid substance lying beneath the ice, ［19］they found fossils of microscopic marine plants which suggest that the region was once an open ocean—not solid ice. As Herman Engleheart, a co-author from the California Institute of Technology, says, “the West Antarctic ice sheet disappeared once and can disappear again.”


  16. What is one of the most frightening threats of global warming according to the passage?


  17. What do scientists disagree on?


  18. What is the latest information revealed about the West Antarctic ice sheet?


  19. What does the scientists' latest finding suggest?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词global warming、weather、West Antarctic ice sheet、West Antarctic region大致推断，本篇文章很可能讲的是与全球气候变暖以及西南极冰川有关的内容。需要重点关注相关信息。

  


  16. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都含有表示将来时态的will。


  2. 三项含有与地理区域有关的词汇（Antarctic region, coastal cities, earth）。


  结论：本题要考查的内容很可能与地球上某些区域要发生的事情或变化有关。


  【解析】短文开头提到，全球变暖带来的最可怕的威胁就是极地冰盖融化，从而引起海平面上升，淹没诸如纽约、洛杉矶和上海等沿海城市。由此可以推断，全球变暖的最可怕的威胁之一就是很多沿海城市将被淹没。故本题选C。


  17. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都以how开头。


  2. 两项含有与天气有关的词汇（global warming, global weather）。


  结论：本题要考查的内容很可能与全球的气候有关。


  【解析】短文中提到，西南极冰川被海洋包围，极易融化，但是南极专家对于冰川的不稳定程度有着巨大的意见分歧。由此可以推断，专家的分歧点在于西南极冰川的不稳定程度。故本题选B。


  18. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都以it开头。


  2. 两项含有与海洋有关的词汇（ocean, sea level）。


  3. 三项含有与“毁坏”有关的词汇（collapsed, melted, breaks up）。


  结论：本题要考查的内容很可能与it发生的“毁坏”性变化有关。听音时要注意it的指代对象。


  【解析】短文中提到，最新的证据显示，西南极地区的全部或大部分冰川在过去的130万年中至少崩塌过一次，故正确答案为A。it指代的是West Antarctic ice sheet。


  19. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 两项含有West Antarctic region。


  2. 两项含有West Antarctic ice sheet。


  3. 四项均为一般过去时。


  结论：本题要考查的内容很可能与西南极地区过去的情况有关。


  【解析】短文末尾处提到，科学家发现的海洋微生植物化石表明，西南极冰川地带曾是一片开阔的海洋。故答案为A。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  It's always fun to write about research that you can actually try out for yourself.


  ［20］Try this: Take a photo and upload it to Facebook, then after a day or so, note what the URL link to the picture is and then delete it. Come back a month later and see if the link works. Chances are: It will.


  Facebook isn't alone here. Researchers at Cambridge University have found that nearly half of the social networking sites don't immediately delete pictures when a user requests they be removed. In general, photo-centric websites like Flickr were found to be better at quickly removing deleted photos upon request.


  ［21］Why do “deleted”photos stick around so long? The problem relates to the way data is stored on large websites: While your personal computer only keeps one copy of a file, large-scale services like Facebook rely on what are called content delivery networks to manage data and distribution. It's a complex system wherein data is copied to multiple intermediate devices, usually to speed up access to files when millions of people are trying to access the service at the same time. But because changes aren't reflected across the content delivery networks immediately, ghost copies of files tend to linger for days or weeks.


  ［22］In the case of Facebook, the company says data may hang around until the URL in question is reused, which is usually “after a short period of time”, though obviously that time can vary considerably.


  20. What does the speaker ask us to try out?


  21. What accounts for the failure of some websites to remove photos immediately?


  22. When will the unwanted data eventually disappear from Facebook according to the company?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词Internet、web、websites、links、URL大致推断，本篇文章很可能讲的是与互联网有关的内容。需要重点关注相关信息。

  


  20. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都以whether开头。


  2. 四项都含有与网络有关的词汇（Internet, web, blogs, websites）。


  结论：本题要考查的内容很可能与网络有关。


  【解析】短文开头部分提到，说话者建议听众尝试以下操作：把一张照片上传到脸谱网上，过一天左右记下照片的链接地址并将照片删掉，一个月后再去看看照片的链接地址是否有效。由此可以推断，说话人希望听众尝试验证被删除的照片是否会立即从网上移除。故本题选B。


  21. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都是名词短语。


  2. 四项中都含有they。


  结论：本题很可能用what提问，且提问的内容与they有关。听音时要注意they的指代对象。


  【解析】短文中提到，删除的照片还能长时间地存留在网上，其原因与大型网站存储数据的方式有关。they指代的是websites。


  22. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项都以when开头。


  2. 四项都含有与网络有关的词汇（system, links, URL, server）。


  结论：本题要考查的很可能是某事发生的时间，且这件事与网络有关。


  【解析】短文最后部分提到，根据脸谱公司的说法，要等到照片的链接地址被重新使用后，数据才会从系统中消失。故正确答案为C。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  ［24］Enjoying an iced coffee? Better skip dinner or hit the gym afterwards, ［23］with a cancer charity warning that some iced coffees contain as many calories as a hot dinner.


  The World Cancer Research Fund (WCRF) conducted a survey of iced coffees sold by some popular chains in Britain including Starbucks, Caffe Nero and Costa Coffee to gauge the calories as studies increasingly link obesity with cancer.


  The worst offender—a coffee from Starbucks—had 561 calories. Other iced coffees contained more than 450 calories and the majority had an excess of 200.


  Health experts advise that the average woman should consume about 2,000 calories a day and a man about 2,500 calories to maintain a healthy weight. Dieters aim for 1,000 to 1,500 calories a day.


  “The fact that there is an iced coffee on the market with over a quarter of a woman's daily calories allowance is alarming,”Dr. Rachel Thompson, science programme manager at London-based WCRF, said in a widely-reported statement.


  “This is the amount of calories you might expect to have in an evening meal, not in a drink.”


  ［25］The WCRF has estimated that 19,000 cancers a year in Britain could be prevented if people lost their excess weight, with growing evidence that excess body fat increases the risk of various cancers.


  “If you are having these types of coffee regularly then they will increase the chances of you becoming overweight, which in turn increases your risk of developing cancer, as well as other diseases such as heart disease.”she added.


  23. What warning did some health experts give?


  24. What does the author suggest people do after they have an iced coffee?


  25. What could British people expect if they maintained a normal body weight according to the WCRF?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词calories、obesity、cancer大致可以推断，本篇文章很可能讲的是与健康有关的内容。需要重点关注相关信息。

  


  23. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均含有coffee，其中两项含有iced coffee。


  2. 三项含有与健康有关的词汇（calories, obesity, harmful substances）。


  结论：本题要考查的内容很可能与咖啡和健康的关系有关。


  【解析】短文开头部分提到，一家癌症慈善机构警告称，有些冰咖啡中含有的热量与一顿热晚餐一样多。故A项正确。


  24. B


  【解题思路】 四项都是动词短语，因此本题要考查的内容很可能是某人要做的事情。


  【解析】短文开头部分提到，喝完冰咖啡后最好不吃晚餐或者去健身房。故B项正确。


  25. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 两项以they开头。


  2. 两项以many开头。


  3. 四项都含有could。


  结论：本题要考查的内容很可能与they能够做的事情有关。要注意they的指代对象。


  【解析】短文中提到，世界癌症研究基金会估计，如果人们能够减掉多余的体重，那么英国每年可减少19000个癌症病例，C项符合此意，为正确答案。they指代的是British people。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  Psychologists are finding that hope plays a surprisingly vital role in giving people a measurable advantage in realms ［26］as diverse as academic achievement, bearing up in tough jobs, and coping with ［27］tragic illness. And, by contrast, the loss of hope is turning out to be a stronger sign that a person may ［28］commit suicide than other factors long thought to be more likely risks.


  “Hope has proven a powerful predictor of ［29］outcome in every study we've done so far,”said Dr. Charles R. Snyder, a psychologist who has devised a ［30］scale to assess how much hope a person has.


  For example, in research with 3,920 college students, Dr. Snyder and his ［31］colleagues found that the level of hope among freshmen at the beginning of their first semester was a more ［32］accurate predictor of their college grades than were their S.A.T. scores or their grade point ［33］averages in high school, the two measures most commonly used to predict college performance.


  “Students with high hope set themselves higher goals and know how to work to attain them,”Dr. Snyder said. “When you compare students of equivalent intelligence and past academic achievements, what ［34］sets them apart is hope.”


  In devising a way to assess hope scientifically, Dr. Snyder went beyond the simple notion that hope is merely the sense that everything will ［35］turn out all right. “That notion is not concrete enough and it blurs two key components of hope,”Dr. Snyder said. “Having hope means believing you have both the will and the way to accomplish your goals, whatever they may be.”


  
    26. as diverse as 多个，不同的

    27. tragic 悲剧的，不幸的

    28. commit 做，实行

    29. outcome 结果

    30. scale 等级体系

    31. colleague 同事

    32. accurate 准确的，精确的

    33. average 平均分

    34. set...apart 将……区分开来

    35. turn out 结果是

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  数百万美国人即将步入60岁的门槛，他们比以往任何时候都更加关心退休。他们知道自己需要储蓄，但是该储蓄多少呢？他们究竟为了什么而储蓄呢？是为了花更多时间［36］娇惯孙子、孙女吗？是为了去旅行吗？还是为了开始另外的职业生涯？结果表明，丈夫和妻子对于这个话题可能有［37］完全不同的观点。


  最大的分歧在于夫妻双方对晚年生活方式的看法。富达投资集团发现，在其调查的500对夫妇中有41%对于他们退休之后是否双方或者至少有一方应该再工作［38］有分歧。妻子一般能正确看待丈夫的退休年龄，但是男性会［39］低估妻子将要停止工作时的年纪。而且与妻子相比，丈夫对他们的生活水平要略微［40］乐观一些。


  因为穷于应对工作和家庭，大多数夫妇都抽不出时间［41］独自或与对方一起坐下来，想一想从现在开始的五年之后、十年之后或者二十年之后他们想要做些什么。他们［42］自认为双方会意见统一，但［43］事实是他们甚至会避免谈论这些。


  如果你是自由职业者，或者你的工作没有一个标准的退休年龄，那么你更有可能延迟考虑这些问题。往往是退休日期的［44］即将到来促使人们开始做出计划。失业或接受提前退休［45］计划会迫使你开始行动。但是不要等到你领遣散费支票的时候才开始计划。


  【答案解析】


  36. N) spoiling


  语法判断：空格前是不定式to spend more time，空格后是the grandkids，由此可知，空格处应填入一个现在分词，构成spend time doing sth.（花费时间做某事）这一固定搭配。符合语法条件的备选项有illustrating（说明，阐释）和spoiling（娇惯，溺爱）。


  语义判断：通过上下文可知，此处要表达的是“娇惯”孙子、孙女, spoiling符合题意，故选N。


  37. K) radically


  语法判断：空格前是may have，空格后是different ideas，由此可知，空格处可以填入一个过去分词与have一起构成完成时态，也可以填入一个副词，修饰后面的形容词different。备选项中没有过去分词，所以只能填入一个副词。符合语法条件的备选项有mysteriously（神秘地）、radically（完全地，彻底地）和separately（分别地，各自地）。


  语义判断：由下一段首句提到的“最大的分歧在于夫妻双方对晚年生活方式的看法”可知，此处是说丈夫和妻子对于退休这一话题有很大的分歧, radically符合题意，用在此处表示“完全不同的观点”，故本题选K。


  38. C) disagree


  语法判断：空格前是41 percent of the 500 couples it surveyed，空格后是on whether both or at least one spouse will work in retirement，通过分析句子结构可知, it surveyed是一个省略了关系代词的简短定语从句，修饰500 couples，而介词on后面跟了一个whether...or...引出的宾语从句，可见空格处应填入动词，且能与介词on搭配，共同作41 percent of the 500 couples的谓语。动词备选项有assume（承担；自认为）、disagree（不赞成，不同意）、observe（观察）、package（包装）和underestimate（低估），能与on搭配的只有disagree，因此可初步确定C项为本题答案。


  语义判断：空格所在段落首句提到“最大的分歧在于夫妻双方对晚年生活方式的看法”，接下来列举了一项调查的结果加以说明，可见此处应该说的是被调查的500对夫妇中有41%对于他们退休之后双方或者至少有一方是否应该再工作“有分歧”，disagree on正是此意，故本题选C。


  39. O) underestimate


  语法判断：空格前是but men，空格后是the age their wives will be when they stop working，通过分析句子结构可知, their wives will be when they stop working是修饰the age的定语从句，省略了关系代词，故可知此处缺少but分句的谓语动词，与the age构成动宾搭配。备选项中符合语法条件的动词还有assume、observe、package和underestimate。


  语义判断：but前面的分句说的是妻子一般能正确看待丈夫的退休年龄，由此可知，but后分句应该是说男性往往不能正确看待妻子停止工作时的年纪，“低估”与“正确看待”形成对照关系, underestimate符合题意，故本题选O。


  40. I) optimistic


  语法判断：空格前是are slightly more，空格后是about their standard of living，可见空格处应填入一个形容词，构成be...about结构，作be的表语。备选形容词有confidential（秘密的；信任的）、forthcoming（即将来临的）和optimistic（乐观的）。


  语义判断：此处是说丈夫和妻子对于退休生活的前瞻，应填入表示态度的词，optimistic符合此处“对他们的生活水平更加乐观”的语境，故本题选I。


  41. M) separately


  语法判断：空格所在部分是前后均有逗号隔开的独立成分，可见所填入的词应该是与or后面的together呈并列选择关系的词，故应填入一个副词。符合语法条件的备选项还有mysteriously和separately。


  语义判断：句首提到“穷于应对工作和家庭”，可见此处应该说的是大多数夫妇都抽不出时间“独自”或与对方一起坐下来思考, separately符合题意，故本题选M。


  42. A) assume


  语法判断：空格前是句子主语They，空格后的内容句子结构完整，由此可知，空格处应填入一个谓语动词，且能跟宾语从句。符合语法条件的动词还有assume、observe和package。


  语义判断：空格后使用了be on the same page这一惯用表达，意为“在同一页上；进度相同；达成共识”，故此处应该说的是他们“自认为”双方会意见统一, assume符合题意，故本题选A。


  43. L) reality


  语法判断：空格前是but the，空格后是系动词is，可见空格处应填入一个名词，被定冠词the所修饰，作句子的主语。符合语法条件的名词备选项有formula（公式；准则）、package（包裹）和reality（现实）。


  语义判断：结合上题的分析可知, but前的分句是说他们原以为双方会意见统一，此处but后的内容应该是说但“事实是”他们甚至会避免谈论这些, reality符合题意，故本题选L。


  44. E) forthcoming


  语法判断：空格前是不定冠词a，空格后是名词短语retirement date，由此可知，空格处应填入一个形容词或分词，充当retirement date的定语。符合语法条件的备选形容词还有confidential和forthcoming。


  语义判断：上一段结尾处提到夫妻双方甚至会避免谈论有关退休的话题，本段首句又提到自由职业者或是无标准退休年龄的从业者更有可能延迟考虑退休问题，由此可知，空格所在句是说往往是退休日期的“即将到来”促使人们开始做出计划, forthcoming符合题意，故本题选E。


  45. J) package


  语法判断：空格前是Getting laid off or accepting an early-retirement，空格后是can force your hand，可见本句的主语是由or连接的两个并列的动名词短语充当的，or之后的动名词短语accepting an early-retirement缺少完整的宾语，故空格处应填入一个名词，被不定冠词an和名词性定语early-retirement所修饰。符合语法条件的备选名词还有formula和package。


  语义判断：由连词or可知，此处提到的“失业”和“接受提前退休______”是两个并列选择关系的短语，由此可判断package符合此处语境，因为early-retirement package是一个固定搭配，意为“提前退休计划”；formula意为“公式；准则”，不符合此处文意，故本题选J。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  倘若中产阶级的工作消失，将会怎样？


  A）国家经济研究局称，美国最近一次经济衰退开始于2007年12月，终止于2009年6月。［48］然而，在官方宣布经济衰退结束的两年之后，美国人几乎谁都不会说经济问题已经离我们远去了，特别是失业率始终在9%以上。一些劳动力市场指标，比如长期失业者的比例，目前比任何一次战后经济衰退时期的都糟糕。


  B）两种广为流传的说法解释了失业的原因。凯恩斯主义认为是因为总需求的大幅下降。［52］根据这一说法，采用货币和财政刺激措施能在很大程度上解决经济萎靡问题。反凯恩斯主义的主要看法则为，原因在于企业正遭受不确定性和过度管制。根据这一说法，如果政府能更大程度地采取并遵循不干涉政策，那么经济萎靡问题可以得到解决。


  C）我想提出第三种解释。［49］我认为结构调整是造成当前高失业率的一个重要因素，无需排除总需求或监管环境的作用。（美国）经济正处于转型期，二战后涌现出来的中产阶级工作岗位已经开始减少。正如埃里克·布林约尔松和安德鲁·麦尔菲在近期出版的一部名为《与机器赛跑》的电子书中指出的：“问题的根源并不在于我们是处在经济大衰退期还是大停滞期，而在于我们正经历着大结构调整的早期阵痛。”


  D）事实上，我认为20世纪30年代的大萧条在某种程度上也可以被解释为经济转型。内燃机和小型电机对农业和制造业的影响降低了未受教育的劳动者的价值。而到了20世纪50年代，文职工作人员占主体的中产阶级成了劳动力的最重要组成部分。在1930年到1950年之间，美国经济经历了一次大转型。对举重、挤压和锤击这类的劳动力需求下降了，而对能阅读和按指令工作的工人的需求则增加了。这一发展过程最终使我们由一个体力劳动者国家转变为一个文职工作者国家。


  E）文职工作者的就业比例由1910年的5.2%增长到1980年的最高点19.3%。（然而，截止到2000年，这一比例又降至17.4%。）［55］总的来看，截止到2000年，被划分为文职工作者、技术工作者、经理和行政官员的劳动者超过了总劳动力的一半。相应地，需要体力劳动的职位减少了。1920年，除了农场工人或矿工外，被划分为体力劳动者的工人的比例达到了最高值，占到劳动力市场的11.4%，但到1950年的时候仅占了6%，到2000年的时候只占到了不到4%。1910年农民和农场工人占劳动力市场的33%，但到了1950年就降到了不到15%, 2000年仅占1.2%。


  F）拖拉机的引进和工厂的发展迅速降低了对未受教育的工人的需求。到20世纪30年代，处于职场边缘的农场工人的产出已不足以证明其被雇用是合理的。作佃农——从来都比不上自给自足的职业——也不再可行。同时，机器正在取代制造业的岗位，比如雪茄的卷制、为电灯泡吹制玻璃器皿等。


  G）用结构转型来解释20世纪30年代的失业问题，就是说在美国对于未受教育的工人的需求下降了，但供应量仍然很高。1912年高中毕业率仅为8.8%，1931年也才29%，到1950年达到了59%。随着新一代工人从高中毕业，技能与工作之间的不匹配度大大降低了。


  H）二战后发生的事情并不是20世纪20年代以小农场、城市制造业和大量的劳动者为特征的经济复苏。［50］相反，20世纪50年代见证了以大量白领工人为特征的新郊区经济模式的产生。随着交通和通讯基础设施的扩展，企业需要话务员、航运职员和一些类似的岗位。如果你有阅读能力，并能按照简单指令完成程序化的工作，那么你就可以在战后经济中找到一份工作。


  I）摆脱体力劳动的趋势在继续。即使在制造业领域，生产工人和非管理岗位的工人在制造业就业中所占的比重也从二战刚过后的85%以上降至近年来的70%以下。换句话说，制造业中白领的比例在过去的50年中翻了一番。［46］就工厂车间而言，工作对体力的要求降低了，取而代之的是要求有更多的认知技能，以及理解和执行明确程序的能力。


  J）正如前面提到的，文职人员在经济中的比重在1980年达到顶峰。那时，计算机和先进的通讯设备已经开始影响电话业务和银行业。个人电脑和互联网的兴起扩大了这些技术对几乎各个行业和产业的影响。


  K）如今的经济不同于上一代的经济。信用评分取代了抵押和消费者贷款风险评估人。［54］音乐下载取代了唱片店。书店在倒闭，而用电子阅读器阅读的书籍销量已经增加。数据录入的工作被移至海外。常规的客户服务也外包给海外。


  L）这些趋势限制了找到明确指令型工作的可能性。如果一份工作以一系列精确指令为特征，那么那份工作就有可能实现自动化，或是外包给发展中国家受教育程度适中的工人。结果就是戴维·奥托所说的美国就业市场的极化现象。


  M）根据人口普查局的最新数据，马修·斯劳特发现从2000年到2010年间，按照百分比来计算，（没有高级学位的）大学毕业生的实际收入比高中毕业生的收入下降得更多。［51］实际上，在这一时期唯一显示收入上涨的是拥有高级学位的受教育人群。


  N）中等技能工作的前景似乎不再光明。通信技术和计算机智能持续发展，使更多的职业处于（消失的）危险中。例如，很多人以开车为生，包括开卡车和出租车。然而无人驾驶汽车的时代似乎就要来临了。另一个例子发生在教育领域。［53］2011年秋天，两位斯坦福教授进行了一个关于人工智能的在线课程实验，吸引了成千上万人报名参加。这使得学生对教师的比例增长到将近1000:1。想象一下，如果数学、经济学、化学等学科也采取这种方式授课，可能有多少教学岗位会被撤消。


  O）重点是要记住，当我们说到结构调整造成失业，“失业”也意味着生产力的提高。［47］从传统意义上讲，经济学家认为生产力的提高是好事，即使可能会导致短期内一些工人的失业。从长远来看，经济不会让所有的工作消失。相反，随着旧工作的消失，新的工作会出现。我们说的是平均的幸福感上升了，越多的人能适应，改进的空间便越广阔。


  【答案解析】


  46. I


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词factory floor和physically demanding，根据关键词把答题线索定位到I段。该段最后两句提到，就工厂车间而言，工作对体力的要求降低了，取而代之的是要求有更多的认知技能，以及理解和执行明确程序的能力。题干中的intellectually challenging是对最后一句话中requires more cognitive skills and the ability to understand and carry out well-defined procedures的概括。


  47. O


  解析：根据题干中的关键词increases in productivity可以把答题线索定位到O段。该段第二句提到，从传统意义上讲，经济学家认为生产力的提高是好事，即使可能会导致短期内一些工人的失业，这与题干表述完全一致。题干中的beneficial 是对原文中are a good thing的同义转述；题干中的some people may lose their jobs temporarily是对原文中may cause unemployment for some workers in the short run的同义转述。


  48. A


  解析：根据题干中的关键词two years after和the recent recession was over可以把答题线索定位到A段。本段第二句提到，在官方宣布经济衰退结束的两年之后，美国人几乎谁都不会说经济问题已经离我们远去了，特别是失业率始终在9%以上。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的two years after the government declared the recent recession was over 对应原文中的two years after the official end of the recession。原文中的The unemployment rate, in particular, remains above 9%与题干中的The unemployment rate remained high同义。


  49. C


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词middle-class jobs，这个关键词出现在C段。本段中作者认为结构调整是造成当前高失业率的一个重要因素，美国经济正处于转型期，二战后涌现出来的中产阶级工作岗位开始减少。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义概括。题干中的high unemployment rate 对应本段第二句中的rate of high employment。题干中的is mainly caused by是对原文is an important factor的同义转述。


  50. H


  解析：根据题干中的关键词creation of a suburban economy把答题线索定位到H段。本段第二句提到，20世纪50年代见证了以大量白领工人为特征的新郊区经济模式的产生。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的the creation of a suburban economy和the 1950s是原词复现；题干中的lots of office jobs对应原文中的a plurality of white-collar workers。


  51. M


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词first decade of the 21st century、postgraduate degrees 和increase in earnings。文章段落中提及21世纪的头十年这个时间段和拥有高级学位的人的收入情况的是M段。本段最后一句指出，在这一时期唯一显示收入上涨的是拥有高级学位的受教育人群。拥有高级学位的受教育人群也就是拥有研究生学位的人。题干中的In the first decade of the 21st century是对原文中from 2000 to 2010的同义转述；题干中的people with postgraduate degrees是对原文中those with advanced degrees的同义转述。


  52. B


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词using monetary and fiscal stimulus。文章段落中提及利用货币和财政刺激措施应对经济衰退的是B段。本段第三句提到，凯恩斯主义认为采用货币和财政刺激措施能在很大程度上解决经济萎靡问题。题干与这一表述一致。题干中的using monetary and fiscal stimulus是原词复现，题干中的cope with an economic recession对应原文中的the slump can be largely cured。


  53. N


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词online courses。文章中提到在线课程的只有N段。本段提到两位斯坦福教授进行的在线课程实验非常成功，吸引了大批报名者。这使得学生对教师的比例增长到将近1000:1。想象一下，如果数学、经济学、化学等学科也采取这种方式授课，可能有多少教学岗位会被撤消。由此可知，题干是对原文的同义概括。题干中的popularity of online courses 是对原文中drew tens of thousands of registrants 的同义概括；题干中的eliminate many teaching jobs 是对原文中the number of teaching jobs that might be eliminated的同义转述。


  54. K


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词revolutionary changes 和record and book business。文章段落中K段提及了唱片店和书店。本段第三至四句提到，音乐下载取代了唱片店，书店在倒闭，而用电子阅读器阅读的书籍销量已经增加。题干是对原文的同义概括。


  55. E


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词labor force和by the end of the 20th century。文章段落中提及20世纪末劳动力构成变化的是E段。该段第三句指出，截止到2000年，被划分为文职工作者、技术工作者、经理和行政官员的劳动者超过了总劳动力的一半。文职工作者、技术工作者、经理和行政官员都属于白领阶层，由此可知，题干是对原文的同义概括。题干中的white-collar workers是对原文中clerical workers, technical workers, managers and officials的概括；题干中的more than half是对原文中exceeded 50%的同义转述；题干中的by the end of the 20th century是对原文中by 2000的同义转述。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  ［56］“深度阅读”——与我们经常在网上进行的浅阅读相反——是一种濒临消失的阅读行为，我们应当像保护历史建筑或重要艺术品那样对其采取保护措施。［57］深度阅读的消失将会危及伴随着网络长大的几代人的智力和情感发展，同样也会危及对我们文化的重要组成部分的保护：小说、诗歌和其他类型的文学作品，而这些文学作品，很坦白地说，只有大脑经过训练的读者才能理解。


  最近关于认知科学和心理学的研究已经证明深度阅读——一种慢速的、沉浸式的、有着丰富的感官细节和复杂的情感、精神体验的阅读——是一种独特的阅读体验，它与单纯的字词解读有着本质上的不同。［58］严格来说，虽然深度阅读不需要传统的纸质书，但印刷品的固有限制对于深度阅读的体验有独特的帮助。比如，一本不带超链接的书，能使读者免受做决定的干扰——我是否应点开这个链接？——从而使其能保持全身心地沉浸在字里行间。


  那种沉浸体验受益于大脑对有着大量细节描写、暗指和修辞格的语言的处理方式：在现实生活中，当某一场景展现时，大脑某些区域会变得活跃，通过利用这些相同的大脑区域来创建心理表征。作为文学素材的情感境遇和道德困境对大脑也是一种有力的训练，它可以促使我们理解虚构角色的想法，甚至有研究表明，它可以增强我们在现实生活中感同身受的能力。


  这些在我们浏览网站时是不可能发生的。虽然我们把这种活动也称为阅读，但对书籍的深度阅读与我们在网上进行的信息驱动型阅读差别很大，两者有着不同的阅读体验，并且培养出了不同的阅读技能。［59］越来越多的证据表明，在线阅读时可能读者专注程度更低，获得的阅读体验也不那么令人满意，即使对在线阅读如此熟悉的“数字土著人士”也是如此。［60］例如，英国国家文教信托机构上月公布了一项针对34910名8~16岁年轻人的调查结果。研究人员指出，有39%的儿童和青少年每天使用电子设备进行阅读，而每天阅读纸质内容的只有28%。与阅读纸质书的人相比，那些只阅读电子书的人说自己非常喜欢阅读的可能性要小三倍，并且拥有最喜欢的书的人数也少三分之一。［60］这项研究还发现，与那些每天阅读纸质读物或既阅读纸质读物又阅读电子读物的年轻人相比，每天只进行电子阅读的年轻人中超出平均阅读水平的人数要几乎少一半。


  
    【说明文：“深度阅读”和浅阅读是不同的阅读体验，我们应当保护“深度阅读”。】


    第一段：“深度阅读”与我们经常在网上进行的浅阅读相反，是一种濒临消失的阅读行为，我们应当对其采取保护措施。


    第二段：有关认知科学和心理学的研究证明“深度阅读”是一种独特的阅读体验，印刷品的固有限制对于深度阅读的体验有独特的帮助。


    第三段：大脑对特定语言的处理方式有助于“深度阅读”体验。


    第四段：深度阅读和在线阅读使读者获得不同的阅读体验，并且会培养出不同的阅读技能。

  


  【答案解析】


  56. B


  定位：根据题干的信息词deep reading和题文同序的原则可以把答题线索定位到第一段。


  解析：本段第一句指出，“深度阅读”是一种濒临消失的阅读行为，我们应当像保护历史建筑或重要艺术品那样对其采取保护措施。由此可见，作者认为“深度阅读”应该得到及时的保护，故答案为B。第一句指出“深度阅读”与我们经常在网上进行的浅阅读相反，并未提及“深度阅读”是在线阅读的一种补充，可排除A。本段第二句提及了小说、诗歌和其他类型的文学作品，但说的是深度阅读的消失会影响对这些文学作品的保护，并未提及深度阅读主要适合于阅读文学作品，排除C。本文并未提及教育的概念，D项显然将主题扩大化了，应排除。


  57. A


  定位：根据题干的信息词advocate the reading of literature可以把答题线索定位到第一段第二句。


  解析：该句指出，深度阅读的消失将会危及伴随着网络长大的几代人的智力和情感发展，同样也会危及对我们文化的重要组成部分的保护，并且还说只有大脑经过训练的读者才能理解文学作品。由此可以推测，作者提倡阅读文学作品的原因在于，它有助于促进读者智力和情感的发展以及保护我们文化的重要组成部分，故答案为A。第二段第一句提到，深度阅读是一种慢速的、沉浸式的、有着丰富的感官细节和复杂的情感、精神体验的阅读，并未提及语言的复杂性，可排除B。接下来又提到，虽然深度阅读不一定需要传统的纸质书，但印刷品的固有限制对于深度阅读的体验有独特的帮助，并举例说一本不带超链接的书能使读者免受做决定的干扰，从而能保持全身心地沉浸在字里行间里，但并未说提倡阅读文学作品有助于读者养成沉浸式的阅读习惯，可排除C。第一段第一句指出“深度阅读”是一种濒临消失的阅读行为，并非说阅读文学作品正在快速成为一种濒临消失的行为，D项偷换了概念，故应排除。


  58. B


  定位：根据题干的信息词printed-page reading differ from online reading可以把答题线索定位到第二段第二、三句。


  解析：本题考查纸质阅读和在线阅读的差异，第二段第一句指出深度阅读是一种独特的阅读体验，接着第二句提到，虽然深度阅读不需要传统的纸质书，但印刷品的固有限制对于深度阅读的体验有独特的帮助，然后以一本不带超链接的书为例，指出它能使读者免受做决定的干扰，从而能保持全身心地沉浸在字里行间里，可见纸质阅读更能够使读者全身心投入到阅读中，选项B符合文意，故为答案。本段第一句提及了认知科学，但未提及认知发展的概念，可排除A。第三段第一句指出大脑在深度阅读时能激发相同的区域，故也排除C。第三段第一句提到，这种沉浸体验也受益于大脑对有着大量细节描写、暗指和修辞格的语言的处理方式，但并不是说有助于读者学习修辞手法，D项不符合文意，也应排除。


  59. D


  定位：根据题干的信息词the studies和online reading可以把答题线索定位到最后一段。


  解析：本段第三句指出，越来越多的证据表明，在线阅读时可能读者专注程度更低，获得的阅读体验也不那么令人满意，即使对在线阅读如此熟悉的“数字土著人士”也是如此。即在线阅读减少了阅读带来的愉悦感，选项D符合文意，故为答案。本文并未提及损害视力和激发读者好奇心的内容，选项A和B可排除。本段第二句指出，在线阅读是信息驱动型阅读，即为了获取信息，并未强调提供最新的信息，也排除C。


  60. A


  定位：根据题干的信息词the study和Britain's National Literacy Trust可以把答题线索定位到最后一段第四句至最后一句。


  解析：本段第四句提到了英国国家文教信托机构（Britain's National Literacy Trust）的一项研究，然后最后一句指出，这项研究还发现，与那些每天阅读纸质读物或既阅读纸质读物又阅读电子读物的年轻人相比，每天只进行电子阅读的年轻人中超出平均阅读水平的人数要几乎少一半。由此可以推知，进行电子阅读的人的阅读能力可能较差，选项A符合文意，故为答案。文中并未提及阅读纸质读物的人获取的信息较少，也未提及年轻人发现电子阅读更具趣味性，可排除B、C。该段第六句指出，与阅读纸质书的受访者相比，那些只阅读电子书的人拥有最喜欢的书的人数要少三分之一，并未说在网上能更容易找到最喜欢的书来阅读，也排除D。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  目前许多有关移民问题的讨论都是对移民的一概而论，好像移民是抽象世界中的抽象人群。［61］但是，来自不同国家的移民之间的具体差异会影响他们的到来对美国民众而言是好事还是坏事。


  从对美国民众最有利的角度来制定移民法的想法似乎已经被许多关注如何解决非法移民问题的人们遗忘了。


  从理论上寻找关于移民问题的“理想结果”很困难。［62］经济学教授米尔顿·弗里德曼曾说过：“要求过高，反难成功。”这对我而言则意味着，试图去实现一个高不可攀的理想反而会阻止我们取得实践中可以获得的好成果。


  我们当前有关移民的争议中有太多都是围绕抽象的理念展开的，如“我们是一个移民国家”。当然，我们是一个移民国家。但是，我们也是一个人们穿鞋的国家。难道这就意味着我们应该准许任何一个穿鞋的人入境吗？


  ［63］当今的移民与一百年前抵达这里的移民截然不同。此外，他们抵达的社会也是不同的。对我而言，为国家筑起围墙不如为福利制度设立屏障。


  但是福利制度早已存在了——并且，福利制度远未在其周围筑起屏障，而是正朝着各个方向扩展。在福利制度和开放的疆界之间我们没有选择。由于庞大的福利制度已经成为生活中不可避免的重大现实，我们对移民法所做的任何尝试都必须在此背景下完成。


  在被许多提倡事实上的大赦的人们所完全忽视的其他生活事实中，跨国间的人员自由流动不同于自由的国际货物贸易就是其中一个事实。


  从其他国家购买汽车或者照相机与准许那些国家或者其他任何国家的民众入境是不同的。与无生命的物体不同，人拥有文化，而且并不是所有的文化都与给美国民众带来如此长久利益的美国文化相容。


  ［64］不仅美国，整个西方世界在经过一番艰苦后都发现接受来自不兼容文化的移民是不可逆转的决定，会带来无法估量的后果。如果我们在波士顿和伦敦街头近期发生的恐怖袭击后还没有意识到这一点，那么我们何时才能看清这一点呢？


  ［65］“全面的移民改革”意味着我们没有三思而后行，而是在一起匆忙地做每件事，并且一切行动都是基于我们对抽象人群的抽象看法。


  
    【论说文：作者针对“全面的移民改革”提出了否定的看法，认为移民政策的制定需要从对美国民众最有利的角度出发，同时应考虑不同的文化背景，并对福利制度设定屏障。】


    第一至二段：目前就移民问题的讨论都忽略了来自不同国家的移民之间的差异，制定移民法时也没有从对美国民众最有利的角度来考虑。


    第三至四段：从理论上寻找关于移民问题的“理想答案”是困难的。


    第五至六段：移民问题的现状与100年前截然不同，应在福利制度中设立针对移民的屏障，否则对移民法所做的任何尝试都必须在庞大的福利制度下进行。


    第七段：跨国间的人员自由流动与自由的国际贸易是不同的，这一事实被许多提倡事实上的大赦的人所忽略。


    第八至九段：移民拥有各自的文化背景，并不是所有的文化都与美国文化相容，接受来自不兼容文化的移民将带来无法估量的后果。


    第十段：总结全文，指出“全面的移民改革”并不是一次理性的行动。

  


  【答案解析】


  61. C


  定位：根据题干中的信息词immigrants in America和题文同序的原则可将答案线索定位到第一段。


  解析：第一段末句提到，“来自不同国家的移民之间的具体差异会影响他们的到来对美国民众而言是好事还是坏事。”由此可知，移民的背景差异可能决定他们对美国民众是否有利。选项C所述内容与文章内容一致，故为答案。选项A和选项B所述内容均未在文中提及，故可排除。虽然文章中提到了文化，但并未提到文化对移民自身的影响，故可排除选项D。


  62. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词Milton Friedman's remark可以将答案线索定位到第三段。


  解析：第三段第二句提到，经济学教授米尔顿·弗里德曼曾说过：“要求过高，反难成功。”这对我而言则意味着，试图去实现一个高不可攀的理想反而会阻止我们取得在实践中可以获得的好成果。由此可知，作者引用米尔顿·弗里德曼的话旨在说明为美国移民问题找到理想的解决方案是不切实际的。选项A所述内容正是该处引用的目的，故为答案。虽然第三段第一句提到“理想结果”，最后一段提到“全面改革”，但并未提及只有通过全面改革才能获得理想结果，故可排除B。选项C和选项D的内容文章未提及，故均可排除。


  63. C


  定位：根据题干中的信息词America's immigration policy可将答案线索定位到第五至六段。


  解析：第五段的末句提到“对我而言，为国家筑起围墙不如为福利制度设立屏障。”第六段最后一句提到，由于庞大的福利制度已经成为生活中不可避免的重大现实，我们对移民法所做的任何尝试都必须在此背景下完成。由此可知，作者认为必须限制移民，否则会损害美国的福利制度。故选C。选项D则与上述内容相反，故可排除。第六段第二句提到开放边界，但不是指美国应该对来自不同国家的移民开放边界，故排除选项A。第八段末句提到美国文化为美国民众带来了长久利益，而不是说移民为美国民众的福利做出了巨大贡献，故可排除选项B。


  64. D


  定位：根据题干中的信息词recent terrorist attacks on the streets of Boston and London可将答案线索定位到第九段。


  解析：该段第一句提到“不仅美国，整个西方世界在经过一番艰苦后都发现接受来自不兼容文化的移民是不可逆转的决定，会带来无法估量的后果。”接着以近来在波士顿和伦敦街头发生的恐怖袭击为例，进一步说明移民文化与本国文化不兼容会造成严重的后果。选项D是对原文的概括，故为答案。虽然最后一段提到“全面的移民改革”，但与上文提到的恐怖袭击没有直接关系，故B可排除。选项A和选项C文章均未提及，故可排除。


  65. B


  定位：根据题干中的信息词comprehensive immigration reform可将答案线索定位到文章最后一段。


  解析：文章最后一段指出，“全面的移民改革”意味着大家没有三思而后行，而是在一起匆忙地做每件事，并且一切行动都是基于我们对抽象人群的抽象看法。作者使用了“没有三思而后行”、“匆忙地”等具有否定意义的词语，同时也认为所有的改革措施都是“基于我们对抽象人群的抽象看法”。由此可知，作者对“全面的移民改革”持否定态度，故答案为B。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  Recently, Chinese Academy of Sciences has published a series of annual reports about its latest scientific discoveries and a blueprint for the coming year1. The reports consist of three parts2: science development, high-technology development, and China's sustainable development strategy3. The first one includes the latest discoveries by Chinese scientists, such as the research of new particles and the breakthrough4 of the H7N9 virus research. The report also highlights5 the issues that need to be concerned in the next few years. The second one announces some hot areas of applied science research6, for instance, three-D printing and artificial organ research. The last one suggests enhancing top-level designs to remove structural barriers arising from industrial upgrading and promote energy conservation and emissions reduction7.


  【译点精析】


  1. 未来一年展望：翻译为a blueprint for the coming year，其中“展望”还可以翻译为outlook、prospect等。


  2. 包括三部分：翻译为consist of three parts，也可以翻译为include three parts。


  3. 中国可持续发展战略：翻译为China's sustainable development strategy, “可持续”用sustainable表示，“战略”用strategy表示。


  4. 突破：翻译为breakthrough。


  5. 突出强调：可翻译为highlight或stress。


  6. 应用科学研究的热门领域：“应用科学”翻译为applied science；“热门领域”翻译为hot areas，也可翻译为hot fields。


  7. 呼吁加强……以消除……结构性障碍，并促进节能减排：这里的“呼吁”不应该直接翻译为advocate或call on，因为这两个英文表达的主语一般都是人，而此处“呼吁”的主语是“报告”，因此我们要把此处的“呼吁”理解为“建议”，用suggest来表示；“加强顶层设计”翻译为enhancing top-level designs；“消除结构性障碍”翻译为remove structural barriers或get rid of structural obstacles；“促进节能减排”翻译为promote energy conservation and emissions reduction。
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Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay based on the picture below. You should start your essay with a brief description of the picture and then discuss what qualities an employer should look for in job applicants. You should give sound arguments to support your views and write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words.
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Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) The man's tennis racket is good enough.

  B) The man should get a pair of new shoes.

  C) She can wait for the man for a little while.

  D) Physical exercise helps her stay in shape.


  2. A) The woman will skip Dr. Smith's lecture to help the man.

  B) Kathy is very pleased to attend the lecture by Dr. Smith.

  C) The woman is good at doing lab demonstrations.

  D) The man will do all he can to assist the woman.


  3. A) The woman asked the man to accompany her to the party.

  B) Steve became rich soon after graduation from college.

  C) Steve invited his classmates to visit his big cottage.

  D) The speakers and Steve used to be classmates.


  4. A) In a bus.

  B) In a clinic.

  C) In a boat.

  D) In a plane.


  5. A) 10:10.

  B) 9:50.

  C) 9:40.

  D) 9:10.


  6. A) She does not like John at all.

  B) John has got many admirers.

  C) She does not think John is handsome.

  D) John has just got a bachelor's degree.


  7. A) He has been bumping along for hours.

  B) He has got a sharp pain in the neck.

  C) He is involved in a serious accident.

  D) He is trapped in a terrible traffic jam.


  8. A) She is good at repairing things.

  B) She is a professional mechanic.

  C) She should improve her physical condition.

  D) She cannot go without a washing machine.


  Questions 9 to 11 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) Some witnesses failed to appear in court.

  B) The case caused debate among the public.

  C) The accused was found guilty of stealing.

  D) The accused refused to plead guilty in court.


  10. A) He was out of his mind.

  B) He was unemployed.

  C) His wife deserted him.

  D) His children were sick.


  11. A) He had been in jail before.

  B) He was unworthy of sympathy.

  C) He was unlikely to get employed.

  D) He had committed the same sort of crime.


  Questions 12 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  12. A) Irresponsible.

  B) Unsatisfactory.

  C) Aggressive.

  D) Conservative.


  13. A) Internal communication.

  B) Distribution of brochures.

  C) Public relations.

  D) Product design.


  14. A) Placing advertisements in the trade press.

  B) Drawing sketches for advertisements.

  C) Advertising in the national press.

  D) Making television commercials.


  15. A) She has the motivation to do the job.

  B) She knows the tricks of advertising.

  C) She is not so easy to get along with.

  D) She is not suitable for the position.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 19 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) The cozy communal life.

  B) The cultural diversity.

  C) Innovative academic programs.

  D) Impressive school buildings.


  17. A) It is very beneficial to their academic progress.

  B) It helps them soak up the surrounding culture.

  C) It is as important as their learning experience.

  D) It ensures their physical and mental health.


  18. A) It offers the most challenging academic programs.

  B) It has the world's best-known military academies.

  C) It provides numerous options for students.

  D) It draws faculty from all around the world.


  19. A) They try to give students opportunities for experimentation.

  B) They are responsible merely to their Ministry of Education.

  C) They strive to develop every student's academic potential.

  D) They ensure that all students get roughly equal attention.


  Passage Two


  Questions 20 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  20. A) It will arrive at Boulogne at half past two.

  B) It crosses the English Channel twice a day.

  C) It is now about half way to the French coast.

  D) It is leaving Folkestone in about five minutes.


  21. A) Opposite the ship's office.

  B) Next to the duty-free shop.

  C) At the rear of B deck.

  D) In the front of A deck.


  22. A) It is for the sole use of passengers travelling with cars.

  B) It is much more spacious than the lounge on C deck.

  C) It is for the use of passengers travelling with children.

  D) It is for senior passengers and people with VIP cards.


  Passage Three


  Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  23. A) It was named after its location.

  B) It was named after its discoverer.

  C) It was named after a cave art expert.

  D) It was named after one of its painters.


  24. A) Animal painting was part of the spiritual life of the time.

  B) Deer were worshiped by the ancient Cro-Magnon people.

  C) Cro-Magnon people painted animals they hunted and ate.

  D) They were believed to keep evils away from cave dwellers.


  25. A) They know little about why the paintings were created.

  B) They have difficulty telling when the paintings were done.

  C) They are unable to draw such interesting and fine paintings.

  D) They have misinterpreted the meaning of the cave paintings.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  If you are attending a local college, especially one without residence halls, you'll probably live at home and commute to classes. This arrangement has a lot of (26) __________. It's cheaper. It provides a comfortable and familiar setting, and it means you'll get the kind of home cooking you're used to instead of the monotony （单调） that (27) __________ even the best institutional food.


  However, commuting students need to (28) __________ to become involved in the life of their college and to take special steps to meet their fellow students. Often, this means a certain amount of initiative on your part in (29) __________ and talking to people in your classes whom you think you might like.


  One problem that commuting students sometimes face is their parents' unwillingness to recognize that they're adults. The (30) __________ from high school to college is a big one, and if you live at home you need to develop the same kind of independence you'd have if you were living away. Home rules that might have been (31) __________ when you were in high school don't apply. If your parents are (32) __________ to renegotiate, you can speed the process along by letting your behavior show that you have the responsibility that goes with maturity. Parents are more willing to (33) __________ their children as adults when they behave like adults. If, however, there's so much friction at home that it (34) __________ your academic work, you might want to consider sharing an apartment with one or more friends. Sometimes this is a happy solution when family (35) __________ make everyone miserable.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  His future subjects have not always treated the Prince of Wales with the respect one might expect. They laughed aloud in 1986 when the heir to the British 　36　 told a TV reporter that he talked to his plants at his country house, Highgrove, to stimulate their growth. The Prince was being humorous—“My sense of humor will get me into trouble one day,”he said to his aides （随从）—but listening to Charles Windsor can indeed prove stimulating. The royal 　37　 has been promoting radical ideas for most of his adult life. Some of his 　38　, which once sounded a bit weird, were simply ahead of their time. Now, finally, the world seems to be catching up with him.


  Take his views on farming. Prince Charles' Duchy Home Farm went 　39　 back in 1986, when most shoppers cared only about the low price tag on suspiciously blemish-free （无瑕疵的） vegetables and 　40　 large chickens piled high in supermarkets.


  His warnings on climate change proved farsighted, too. Charles began 　41　 action on global warming in 1990 and says he has been worried about the 　42　 of man on the environment since he was a teenager.


  Although he has gradually gained international 　43　 as one of the world's leading conservationists, many British people still think of him as an 　44　 person who talks to plants. This year, as it happens, South Korean scientists proved that plants really do 　45　 to sound. So Charles was ahead of the game there, too.


  
    A) conform

    B) eccentric

    C) environmentalist

    D) expeditions

    E) impact

    F) notions

    G) organic

    H) originally

    I) recognition

    J) respond

    K) subordinate

    L) suppressing

    M) throne

    N) unnaturally

    O) urging

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  High School Sports Aren't Killing Academics


  A) In this month's Atlantic cover article, “The Case Against High-School Sports,”Amanda Ripley argues that school-sponsored sports programs should be seriously cut. She writes that, unlike most countries that outperform the United States on international assessments, American schools put too much of an emphasis on athletics. “Sports are embedded in American schools in a way they are not almost anywhere else,”she writes. “Yet this difference hardly ever comes up in domestic debates about America's international mediocrity （平庸） in education.”


  B) American student-athletes reap many benefits from participating in sports, but the costs to the schools could outweigh their benefits, she argues. In particular, Ripley contends that sports crowd out the academic missions of schools: America should learn from South Korea and Finland and every other country at the top level of international test scores, all of whom emphasize athletics far less in school. “Even in eighth grade, American kids spend more than twice the time Korean kids spend playing sports,”she writes, citing a 2010 study published in the Journal of Advanced Academics.


  C) It might well be true that sports are far more rooted in American high schools than in other countries. But our reading of international test scores finds no support for the argument against school athletics. Indeed, our own research and that of others lead us to make the opposite case. School-sponsored sports appear to provide benefits that seem to increase, not detract （减少） from, academic success.


  D) Ripley indulges a popular obsession（痴迷） with international test score comparisons, which show wide and frightening gaps between the United States and other countries. She ignores, however, the fact that states vary at least as much in test scores as do developed countries. A 2011 report from Harvard University shows that Massachusetts produces math scores comparable to South Korea and Finland, while Mississippi scores are closer to Trinidad and Tobago. Ripley's thesis about sports falls apart in light of this fact. Schools in Massachusetts provide sports programs while schools in Finland do not. Schools in Mississippi may love football while in Tobago interscholastic sports are nowhere near as prominent. Sports cannot explain these similarities in performance. They can't explain international differences either.


  E) If it is true that sports undermine the academic mission of American schools, we would expect to see a negative relationship between the commitment to athletics and academic achievement. However, the University of Arkansas's Daniel Bowen and Jay Greene actually find the opposite. They examine this relationship by analyzing schools' sports winning percentages as well as student-athletic participation rates compared to graduation rates and standardized test score achievement over a five-year period for all public high schools in Ohio. Controlling for student poverty levels, demographics（人口统计情况）, and district financial resources, both measures of a school's commitment to athletics are significantly and positively related to lower dropout rates as well as higher test scores.


  F) On-the-field success and high participation in sports is not random—it requires focus and dedication to athletics. One might think this would lead schools obsessed with winning to deemphasize academics. Bowen and Greene's results contradict that argument. A likely explanation for this seemingly counterintuitive （与直觉相反的） result is that success in sports programs actually facilitates or reflects greater social capital within a school's community.


  G) Ripley cites the writings of renowned sociologist James Coleman, whose research in education was groundbreaking. Coleman in his early work held athletics in contempt, arguing that they crowded out schools' academic missions. Ripley quotes his 1961 study, The Adolescent Society, where Coleman writes, “Altogether, the trophy（奖品） case would suggest to the innocent visitor that he was entering an athletic club, not an educational institution.”


  H) However, in later research Coleman would show how the success of schools is highly dependent on what he termed social capital, “the norms, the social networks, and the relationships between adults and children that are of value for the child's growing up.”


  I) According to a 2013 evaluation conducted by the Crime Lab at the University of Chicago, a program called Becoming a Man—Sports Edition creates lasting improvements in the boys' study habits and grade point averages. During the first year of the program, students were found to be less likely to transfer schools or be engaged in violent crime. A year after the program, participants were less likely to have had an encounter with the juvenile justice system.


  J) If school-sponsored sports were completely eliminated tomorrow, many American students would still have opportunities to participate in organized athletics elsewhere, much like they do in countries such as Finland, Germany, and South Korea. The same is not certain when it comes to students from more disadvantaged backgrounds. In an overview of the research on non-school based after-school programs, researchers find that disadvantaged children participate in these programs at significantly lower rates. They find that low-income students have less access due to challenges with regard to transportation, non-nominal fees, and off-campus safety. Therefore, reducing or eliminating these opportunities would most likely deprive disadvantaged students of the benefits from athletic participation, not least of which is the opportunity to interact with positive role models outside of regular school hours.


  K) Another unfounded criticism that Ripley makes is bringing up the stereotype that athletic coaches are typically lousy （蹩脚的） classroom teachers. “American principals, unlike the vast majority of principals around the world, make many hiring decisions with their sports teams in mind, which does not always end well for students,”she writes. Educators who seek employment at schools primarily for the purpose of coaching are likely to shirk（推卸） teaching responsibilities, the argument goes. Moreover, even in the cases where the employee is a teacher first and athletic coach second, the additional responsibilities that come with coaching likely come at the expense of time otherwise spent on planning, grading, and communicating with parents and guardians.


  L) The data, however, do not seem to confirm this stereotype. In the most rigorous study on the classroom results of high school coaches, the University of Arkansas's Anna Egalite finds that athletic coaches in Florida mostly tend to perform just as well as their non-coaching counterparts, with respect to raising student test scores. We do not doubt that teachers who also coach face serious tradeoffs that likely come at the expense of time they could dedicate to their academic obligations. However, as with sporting events, athletic coaches gain additional opportunities for communicating and serving as mentors （导师） that potentially help students succeed and make up for the costs of coaching commitments.


  M) If schools allow student-athletes to regularly miss out on instructional time for the sake of traveling to athletic competitions, that's bad. However, such issues would be better addressed by changing school and state policies with regard to the scheduling of sporting events as opposed to total elimination. If the empirical evidence points to anything, it points towards school-sponsored sports providing assets that are well worth the costs.


  N) Despite negative stereotypes about sports culture and Ripley's presumption that academics and athletics are at odds with one another, we believe that the greater body of evidence shows that school-sponsored sports programs appear to benefit students. Successes on the playing field can carry over to the classroom and vice versa （反之亦然）. More importantly, finding ways to increase school communities' social capital is imperative to the success of the school as a whole, not just the athletes.


  46. Students from low-income families have less access to off-campus sports programs.


  47. Amanda Ripley argues that America should learn from other countries that rank high in international tests and lay less emphasis on athletics.


  48. According to the author, Amanda Ripley fails to note that students' performance in exams varies from state to state.


  49. Amanda Ripley thinks that athletic coaches are poor at classroom instruction.


  50. James Coleman's later research makes an argument for a school's social capital.


  51. Researchers find that there is a positive relationship between a school's commitment to athletics and academic achievements.


  52. A rigorous study finds that athletic coaches also do well in raising students' test scores.


  53. According to an evaluation, sports programs contribute to students' academic performance and character building.


  54. Amanda Ripley believes the emphasis on school sports should be brought up when trying to understand why American students are mediocre.


  55. James Coleman suggests in his earlier writings that school athletics would undermine a school's image.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  It is easy to miss amid the day-to-day headlines of global economic recession, but there is a less conspicuous kind of social upheaval （剧变） underway that is fast altering both the face of the planet and the way human beings live. That change is the rapid acceleration of urbanization. In 2008, for the first time in human history, more than half the world's population was living in towns and cities. And as a recently published paper shows, the process of urbanization will only accelerate in the decades to come—with an enormous impact on biodiversity and potentially on climate change.


  As Karen Seto, the lead author of the paper, points out, the wave of urbanization isn't just about the migration of people into urban environments, but about the environments themselves becoming bigger to accommodate all those people. The rapid expansion of urban areas will have a huge impact on biodiversity hotspots and on carbon emissions in those urban areas.


  Humans are the ultimate invasive species—when they move into new territory, they often displace the wildlife that was already living there. And as land is cleared for those new cities—especially in the dense tropical forests—carbon will be released into the atmosphere as well. It's true that as people in developing nations move from the countryside to the city, the shift may reduce the pressure on land, which could in turn be good for the environment. This is especially so in desperately poor countries, where residents in the countryside slash and burn forests each growing season to clear space for farming. But the real difference is that in developing nations, the move from rural areas to cities often leads to an accompanying increase in income—and that increase leads to an increase in the consumption of food and energy, which in turn causes a rise in carbon emissions. Getting enough to eat and enjoying the safety and comfort of living fully on the grid is certainly a good thing—but it does carry an environmental price.


  The urbanization wave can't be stopped—and it shouldn't be. But Seto's paper does underscore the importance of managing that transition. It we do it the right way, we can reduce urbanization's impact on the environment. “There's an enormous opportunity here, and a lot of pressure and responsibility to think about how we urbanize,”says Seto. “One thing that's clear is that we can't build cities the way we have over the last couple of hundred years. The scale of this transition won't allow that.”We're headed towards an urban planet no matter what, but whether it becomes heaven or hell is up to us.


  56. What issue does the author try to draw people's attention to?


  A) The shrinking biodiversity worldwide.

  B) The rapid increase of world population.

  C) The ongoing global economic recession.

  D) The impact of accelerating urbanization.


  57. In what sense are humans the ultimate invasive species?


  A) They are much greedier than other species.

  B) They are a unique species born to conquer.

  C) They force other species out of their territories.

  D) They have an urge to expand their living space.


  58. In what way is urbanization in poor countries good for the environment?


  A) More land will be preserved for wildlife.

  B) The pressure on farmland will be lessened.

  C) Carbon emissions will be considerably reduced.

  D) Natural resources will be used more effectively.


  59. What does the author say about living comfortably in the city?


  A) It incurs a high environmental price.

  B) It brings poverty and insecurity to an end.

  C) It causes a big change in people's lifestyle.

  D) It narrows the gap between city and country.


  60. What can be done to minimize the negative impact of urbanization according to Seto?


  A) Slowing down the speed of transition.

  B) Innovative use of advanced technology.

  C) Appropriate management of the process.

  D) Enhancing people's sense of responsibility.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  When Harvard student Mark Zuckerberg launched thefacebook.com in Feb. 2004, even he could not imagine the forces it would let loose. His intent was to connect college students. Facebook, which is what this website rapidly evolved into, ended up connecting the world.


  To the children of this connected era, the world is one giant social network. They are not bound—as were previous generations of humans—by what they were taught. They are only limited by their curiosity and ambition. During my childhood, all knowledge was local. You learned everything you knew from your parents, teachers, preachers, and friends.


  With the high-quality and timely information at their fingertips, today's children are rising above the fears and biases of their parents. Adults are also participating in this revolution. India's normally tame middle class is speaking up against social ills. Silicon Valley executives are being shamed into adding women to their boards. Political leaders are marshalling the energy of millions for elections and political causes. All of this is being done with social media technologies that Facebook and its competitors set free.


  As does every advancing technology, social media has created many new problems. It is commonly addictive and creates risks for younger users. Social media is used by extremists in the Middle East and elsewhere to seek and brainwash recruits. And it exposes us and our friends to disagreeable spying. We may leave our lights on in the house when we are on vacation, but through social media we tell criminals exactly where we are, when we plan to return home, and how to blackmail （敲诈） us.


  Governments don't need informers any more. Social media allows government agencies to spy on their own citizens. We record our thoughts, emotions, likes and dislikes on Facebook; we share our political views, social preferences, and plans. We post intimate photographs of ourselves. No spy agency or criminal organization could actively gather the type of data that we voluntarily post for them.


  The marketers are also seeing big opportunities. Amazon is trying to predict what we will order. Google is trying to judge our needs and wants based on our social-media profiles. We need to be aware of the risks and keep working to alleviate the dangers.


  Regardless of what social media people use, one thing is certain: we are in a period of accelerating change. The next decade will be even more amazing and unpredictable than the last. Just as no one could predict what would happen with social media in the last decade, no one can accurately predict where this technology will take us. I am optimistic, however, that a connected humanity will find a way to uplift itself.


  61. What was the purpose of Facebook when it was first created?


  A) To help students connect with the outside world.

  B) To bring university students into closer contact.

  C) To help students learn to live in a connected era.

  D) To combine the world into an integral whole.


  62. What difference does social media make to learning?


  A) Local knowledge and global knowledge will merge.

  B) Students will become more curious and ambitious.

  C) People are able to learn wherever they travel.

  D) Sources of information are greatly expanded.


  63. What is the author's greatest concern with social media technology?


  A) Individuals and organizations may use it for evil purposes.

  B) Government will find it hard to protect classified information.

  C) People may disclose their friends' information unintentionally.

  D) People's attention will be easily distracted from their work in hand.


  64. What do businesses use social media for?


  A) Creating a good corporate image.

  B) Anticipating the needs of customers.

  C) Conducting large-scale market surveys.

  D) Minimizing possible risks and dangers.


  65. What does the author think of social media as a whole?


  A) It will enable human society to advance at a faster pace.

  B) It will pose a grave threat to our traditional ways of life.

  C) It is bound to bring about another information revolution.

  D) It breaks down the final barriers in human communication.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  中国将努力确保到2015年就业者接受过平均13.3年的教育。如果这一目标得以实现，今后大部分进入劳动力市场的人都须获得大学文凭。


  在未来几年，中国将着力增加职业学院的招生人数：除了关注高等教育之外，还将寻找新的突破以确保教育制度更加公平。中国正在努力最佳地利用教育资源，这样农村和欠发达地区将获得更多的支持。


  教育部还决定改善欠发达地区学生的营养，并为外来务工人员的子女提供在城市接受教育的同等机会。


2014年12月大学英语六级考试真题讲解


  


Part I　Writing


  【范文】


  As is depicted in the cartoon, a Master is applying for a job, but he is rejected only for the reason that he doesn't have a degree as high as other applicants who are all Ph.D.s. Simple as the cartoon is, it is thought-provoking.


  Apparently, the cartoon tries to criticize the phenomenon that employers have been attaching too much importance to academic degrees. As a matter of fact, educational background, though cannot be ignored, should not be the primary criterion in selecting employees and what really matter are one's abilities and potential. First of all, academic degrees only represent the applicants' proficiency in their study, but cannot demonstrate their practical abilities to fulfill tasks. Moreover, putting too much emphasis on degrees might hinder the development of companies and may make companies miss real talents. Bill Gates and Steve Jobs are the cases in point, who turned out to be extraordinary talents though they were college dropouts. Besides, in the long run, one's personality and moral qualities, such as enthusiasm, honesty and faithfulness, are also of great significance, which are by no means shown in the diploma.


  From what has been discussed above, we could conclude that employers and society nowadays should pay more attention to one's comprehensive quality rather than just his or her academic degree.


  【译文】


  正如漫画里所描述的，一个拥有硕士学位的学生在申请一份工作，但他被拒绝了，原因仅仅在于他的学位没有其他求职者高，而其他求职者都是博士生。这幅漫画虽然简单，但却引人深思。


  很明显，该漫画试图批判的是雇主过分重视学位的现象。实际上，教育背景虽不能受到忽视，却不应该成为挑选员工的首要标准，真正重要的是才能和潜力。首先，学位仅仅代表的是求职者的学业水平，却无法证明其完成任务的实际能力。而且，过分强调学位可能会阻碍企业的发展，并可能使企业错失真正有才能的人。比尔·盖茨和史蒂夫·乔布斯就是很恰当的例子。他们虽然都在上大学时辍学，却最终被证明是出类拔萃的天才。除此之外，从长远来看，一个人的个性和道德品质，比如热情、正直和忠诚，也极为重要，而这些在毕业证书上是绝对不可能展现出来的。


  从以上讨论我们可以得出这样的结论，如今的雇主和社会应该更加注重一个人的综合素质，而不应只看其学位高低。


  【要点用法】


  thought-provoking 发人深省的，引人深思的

  in point 恰当的，中肯的

  apparently 显然地

  dropout 辍学者；（中途）退学

  phenomenon 现象

  in the long run 从长远来看

  attach importance to 重视，着重于

  enthusiasm 热情

  academic degree 学位

  faithfulness 忠诚，忠心

  proficiency 精通，熟练

  be of significance 重要，有意义

  demonstrate 证明；显示

  by no means 决不，丝毫不

  fulfill 完成；履行

  diploma 毕业证书，文凭

  emphasis 强调，着重

  comprehensive 综合的；全面的

  hinder 阻碍


  【句法点评】


  1. As is depicted in the cartoon, a Master is applying for a job, but he is rejected only for the reason that he doesn't have a degree as high as other applicants who are all Ph.D.s.


  首句用一个结构较为复杂的句式开篇，简要描述漫画的内容，符合题干要求。定语从句的连用使句式结构紧凑，表达有亮点。


  2. Simple as the cartoon is, it is thought-provoking.


  简要点评该漫画，起到了承上启下的作用。倒装句式的使用使表达显得更灵活。


  3. Apparently, the cartoon tries to criticize the phenomenon that employers have been attaching too much importance to academic degrees.


  主体段的中心句，揭示漫画的本质含义，引出本段的详细论证。同位语从句点明漫画隐含的意义，紧扣题干要求。


  4. As a matter of fact, educational background, though cannot be ignored, should not be the primary criterion in selecting employees and what really matter are one's abilities and potential.


  承接本段中心句进一步论证，思路缜密，论证严谨。主语从句的使用使表达更为生动，句式富于变化。


  5. First of all, academic degrees... Moreover, putting too much emphasis... Besides, in the long run...which are by no means shown in the diploma.


  分三个层次具体论证，层次分明，结构清晰，论证充分。


  6. Bill Gates and Steve Jobs are the cases in point, who turned out to be extraordinary talents though they were college dropouts.


  结合具体事例进行举例论证，增强论证的说服力。定语从句和状语从句相结合，使表达多样化。


  7. From what has been discussed above, we could conclude that employers and society nowadays should pay more attention to one's comprehensive quality rather than just his or her academic degree.


  结尾段再次总结和强化本文主旨。宾语从句的使用使主旨更加突出，收尾更有力度。


  


Part II　Listening Comprehension


  Section A


  1. B


  
    M: Before we play again, I'm going to buy a good tennis racket.


    W: Your shoes aren't in a very good shape either.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 三项中有the man，提问内容很可能与男士有关。


  2. 一项中有tennis racket，一项中有physical exercise，对话应该提到了某种体育运动，可能是打网球。


  结论：对话可能与打网球有关。


  【解析】对话开头男士说在他和女士下次打网球之前，他想买一个好的网球拍。女士则说男士的鞋子也有些变形了，言外之意就是男士还应该买一双新鞋，故选B。tennis racket意为“网球拍”；be in a very good shape意为“处于非常好的状态”。


  2. A


  
    M: Barbara, I'm glad you could assist me in the lab demonstration. But aren't you supposed to go to Dr. Smith's lecture today?


    W: I asked Kathy to take notes for me.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项中提到了史密斯先生的讲座（Dr. Smith's lecture, lecture by Dr. Smith），对话可能提到了相关内容。


  2. 一项中提到了help，一项中提到了assist，对话可能提到了“帮助”某人做某事，注意听清是谁帮助谁。


  结论：对话提到了史密斯先生的讲座，还可能涉及男士对女士或女士对男士的帮助。


  【解析】男士对女士能帮助他做实验演示表示很高兴，并询问女士为什么没有去听史密斯博士的讲座。女士回答说她让凯茜帮她记笔记了，也就是说，她将不会去听讲座而选择帮助男士做实验演示。由此可知，答案选A。B、C两项内容对话中没有提及，D项说法与对话内容相反，故均可排除。


  3. D


  
    W: Steve invited me to the dinner party on Sunday evening. Have you received your invitation yet?


    M: Yes. He found me this morning and told me he wanted all his old classmates to come to the reunion.


    Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 三项中有人名Steve，对话内容很可能与史蒂夫有关。


  2. 两项中有classmates，一项中有graduation from college，对话很可能提及大学同学。


  3. 一项中有party，对话可能还提及了某次聚会。


  结论：对话内容可能与史蒂夫及其大学同学有关，可能是去参加某次聚会。


  【解析】女士说史蒂夫邀请她去参加周日晚上的宴会，问男士有没有收到邀请。男士给予了肯定回答，并说史蒂夫希望他所有的老同学都能参加聚会，由此可知，两位说话者都曾是史蒂夫的同学，答案选D。


  4. C


  
    W: I'm afraid I'm a little bit seasick. I feel dizzy.


    M: Close your eyes and relax. You'll be all right as soon as we come ashore.


    Q: Where does the conversation most probably take place?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项都有表示地点或事物的名词。


  2. 四项都有表示地点的介词in，都是表示地点的介词短语。


  结论：本题考查某个地点，很可能是对话发生的地点。


  【解析】女士说她有点晕船，男士让女士闭上眼睛，然后放松，说等到船靠岸女士就会没事了。由此可知，两位说话者是在船上，答案选C。


  5. B


  
    W: I wonder what's happened to our train. It should have been here twenty minutes ago according to the timetable. But it's already 9:30.


    M: There's no need to get nervous. The announcement says it's forty minutes late.


    Q: When is the train arriving?

  


  【听前预测】四项均表示时间。


  结论：本题考查某个时间，听音时需重点关注表示时间的内容。


  【解析】女士对男士说他们即将乘坐的火车本应在20分钟之前就到站了，但现在已经9点半了。男士说不用紧张，广播说火车晚点了40分钟。由此可知，火车本来应该在9点10分到站，但因为晚点了40分钟，即将在9点50分到站。故答案选B。


  6. A


  
    M: John is handsome and wealthy. Believe it or not, he is still a bachelor.


    W: He is a notorious guy in many girls' eyes. I'm sick of hearing his name.


    Q: What does the woman mean?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项中都有人名John，表明对话中肯定提到了约翰。


  2. 两项以she开头，并且表达的都是she对约翰的看法。


  结论：对话与约翰有关，可能涉及she对约翰的看法，听音时要关注she的指代对象。


  【解析】男士说约翰既帅气又富有，并且还单身。女士说很多女孩都认为约翰臭名昭著，自己也很讨厌听到他的名字。由此可知，女士一点也不喜欢约翰，故选A。


  7. D


  
    M: Cars are lined up bumper to bumper. And I've been held up on the express way for an entire hour.


    W: Really? It must be a pain in the neck. But be patient. Anyway, you can do nothing but wait.


    Q: What do we learn about the man?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头，本题考查内容与男士有关。


  2. 四项均有表示负面信息的内容（bumping along for hours, a sharp pain in the neck, a serious accident, a terrible traffic jam）。


  结论：对话提到了男士所遭遇的某种不好的事情。听音时应重点关注与各选项内容相关的信息。


  【解析】男士说高速路上非常拥堵，他已经被堵了整整一个小时。女士对男士要说有耐心，因为他能做的只有等待。由此可知，男士被严重的交通堵塞困住了，故选D。女士虽然说过a pain in the neck，但这里指的是“令人极其讨厌的事”，而不是选项B所指的“脖颈的刺痛感”。bumper to bumper在这里的意思是“（汽车）一辆紧接着一辆”。


  8. A


  
    W: Yesterday I was surprised to see Mary using that washing machine you're going to throw away.


    M: Yes, it's quite old and in very poor condition. Frankly speaking, that she got it working amazes me a lot.


    Q: What does the man imply about Mary?

  


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以she开头，本题考查内容与某位女士有关。


  2. 一项中有repairing things，一项中有professional mechanic，一项中有a washing machine，对话可能提及了与器械修理有关的内容。


  结论：本题考查内容与某位女士有关，对话可能涉及器械修理。


  【解析】女士说她昨天看到玛丽在用男士打算扔掉的那台洗衣机。男士说那台洗衣机很旧了，状况也很不好，他对玛丽能让它运转起来感到非常吃惊。男士的言外之意就是玛丽擅长修理物件，故选A。虽然玛丽能让洗衣机运转起来，但说话者并没有说她是名职业机修工；对话也没有提及C项内容；D项说法太过绝对，且文中并未提及，故均排除。


  Conversation One


  M: ［9］A recent case I heard was of a man accused and found guilty of breaking into a house and stealing some money.


  W: Well, was he really guilty, Judge?


  M: He admitted that he'd done it, and there were several witnesses saying that he had indeed done it. So I can only assume that he was guilty.


  W: Why did he do it?


  M: ［10］Well, the reasons were a little muddied. Probably at least it seemed in a trial that he did it to get some money to feed his family. You see, he'd been out of work for some time.


  W: Well, he'd been out of work and he chose to break into a house to get money for his family and apparently in front of people that, er... could see him do it.


  M: His attorney presented testimony that he had indeed applied for jobs and was listed with several employment agencies, including the state employment agency, but there weren't any jobs.


  W: And he had no luck!


  M: He had no luck and it'd been some time. He had two children and both of them were needing food and clothing.


  W: So he was in desperate circumstances. Did you sentence him?


  M: Yes.


  W: But what good does it do to put the man into jail when he's obviously in such need?


  M: ［11］This particular fellow has been in prison before.


  W: For the same thing?


  M: No, for a different sort of crime.


  W: Huh?


  M: But he did know about crime, so I suppose there are folks that just have to go back to prison several times.


  9. What did the judge say about the case he recently heard?


  10. What do we learn about the man at the time of the crime?


  11. What did the judge say about the accused?


  9. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项提到了被告（the accused），两项提到了法庭（court），一项提到了目击证人（some witnesses），一项提到了案件（the case）。


  2. 两项提到了表示有罪的词语（guilty）。


  结论：该题可能是对与案件有关的内容进行提问，可能涉及被告在法庭上的表现，或者涉及判定被告有罪的罪行或证人等。听音时，应将重点放在四个选项的关键词上（witnesses failed to appear, debate among the public, guilty of stealing, refused to plead guilty），然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】对话一开始男士就说他最近审理了一个案子，一名男子因入室行窃而被起诉，并被判定有罪。由此可知，选项C为正确答案。其他三项对话中未提及或与对话内容不符，都可排除。


  10. B


  【听前预测】


  1. 两项以he开头，两项以his开头。


  2. 三项提到了某人的不幸遭遇（unemployed, His wife deserted him, His children were sick），一项提到了某人的精神状态（out of...mind）。


  结论：该题可能是对某位男士的相关信息进行提问，可能涉及他的遭遇或者精神状态。听音时，应先判断出he的指代对象，并将重点放在四个选项的关键词上，最后根据问题做出进一步的判断。


  【解析】对话中，当听了男士审理的案件后，女士问男士被告为什么要入室行窃，男士说从审讯中得知可能是因为他要供养家庭不得不这么做，因为他已经失业一段时间了。由此可知，选项B为正确答案。对话中确实提到了被告的孩子们，但只是说孩子们需要吃饭和穿衣，并没有说他们生病了，故选项D可排除。其他两项对话中均未提及，都可排除。


  11. A


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以he开头。


  2. 两项含有与之前犯过罪有关的内容（had been in jail before, had committed...crime），两项含有表示不幸遭遇的内容（unworthy of sympathy, unlikely to get employed）。


  结论：该题可能是对某位男士的相关信息进行提问，可能涉及他之前的犯罪经历，或者他的不幸遭遇。听音时，应先根据对话内容判断出he的指代对象，同时将听音重点放在与各选项关键词有关的内容上，最后根据问题做出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话的最后部分，当听说了被告是因为失业无法供养家庭才入室行窃之后，女士问男士把这样一个处境困难的男子关入监狱有什么好处，男士说这位被告之前坐过牢，但是是因为不同的罪行。由此可知，选项A为正确答案，选项D可排除。对话中男士提到这位被告申请了工作，也在几家招聘机构进行了登记，包括本州的招聘机构，但是没有获得任何工作，可能是因为运气不好，故可知选项C不正确。选项B对话中并未提及，故也可排除。


  Conversation Two


  M: Ah, how do you do, Ms. Winzmore?


  W: How do you do?


  M: Do sit down.


  W: Thank you.


  M: I'm glad you're interested in our job. Now, let me explain it. We plan to increase our advertising considerably. ［12］At present, an advertising agency handles our account, but we haven't been too pleased with the results lately and we may give our account to another agency.


  W: What would my work entail?


  M: ［13］You'd be responsible to me for all advertising and to Mr. Grunt for public relations. You'd brief the agency whoever it is on the kind of advertising campaign we want. You'd also be responsible for getting our leaflets, brochures and catalogs designed.


  W: I presume you advertise in the national press as well as the trade press.


  M: Yes, we do.


  W: Have you thought about advertising on television?


  M: We don't think it's a suitable medium for us. And it's much too expensive.


  W: I can just imagine a scene with a typist sitting on an old-fashioned typing chair, her back aching, exhausted. Then we show her in one of your chairs, her back properly supported, feeling full of energy, typing twice as quickly.


  M: Before you get carried away with your little scene, Ms. Winzmore, I regret to have to tell you again that we are not planning to go into television.


  W: ［14］That's a shame. I've been doing a lot of television work lately and it interests me enormously.


  M: ［15］Then I really don't think that this is quite the right job for you here, Ms. Winzmore.


  12. What does the man think of their present advertising agency?


  13. What would the woman be responsible for to Mr. Grunt?


  14. What is the woman most interested in doing?


  15. What does the man think of the woman applicant?


  12. B


  【听前预测】四项均为形容词，且意义都比较负面。推测该题考查的内容与对某人或某物的负面评价有关。听音时，应重点留意与负面评价相关的内容，最后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话的开头部分，经过一番寒暄之后，男士先向女士介绍了他们公司的情况，提到公司计划大幅增加广告业务，目前的广告业务是由一家广告代理公司来做，但是他们公司对于近期的成果不是很满意，所以可能会将广告业务交给另一家代理公司。由此可知，男士认为他们目前的广告代理公司不令人满意，故B项为正确答案。其他三项都不符合对话中男士所表达的意思，均可排除。


  13. C


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为名词短语，推测该题以what进行提问。


  2. 四项均为与具体的工作环节或内容相关的词汇。


  结论：该题考查与具体的工作内容有关的信息，推测与某人的工作职责或擅长的领域有关。听音时，需要对四个选项中提到的内容多加留意，然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在男士介绍完公司的基本情况之后，女士问男士她将来的工作职责主要是什么。男士说女士将协助他完成所有的广告事宜，同时协助格伦特先生处理公共关系事务，还需要向与公司合作的广告代理商简要介绍他们想要的广告宣传活动，以及负责设计广告宣传页、手册和产品目录等。由此可知，女士将协助格伦特先生处理公共关系事务，C项为正确答案。女士的工作包括设计宣传手册，而不是分发宣传手册，故B项排除。A、D两项对话中均未提及，都可排除。


  14. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均为动名词短语。


  2. 四项均含有与广告有关的内容（advertisements, advertising, commercials），三项提到了不同的广告载体（trade press, national press, television）。


  结论：该题考查的内容与广告有关，可能涉及不同的广告媒体。听音时，应对与广告及其载体相关的内容多加留意，同时将听音重点放在各个选项的关键信息上，最后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话中，当女士了解到她的工作将涉及广告事宜，而且该公司的广告都是在国内出版物和商业出版物上刊登之后，她问男士是否考虑过在电视上登广告。在男士回答说他认为电视媒体不适合他们公司之后，女士仍然描述了她所想象的电视广告场景，最后还说自己做过很多电视广告方面的工作，那让她非常感兴趣。由此可知，女士对制作电视广告最感兴趣，故D项为正确答案。A、C两项是男士的公司目前所采用的广告宣传途径；B项对话中未提及，三项均可排除。


  15. D


  【听前预测】


  1. 四项均以she开头。


  2. 两项含有与工作或职位有关的内容（job, position）；两项含有表示负面评价的内容（not so easy to get along with, not suitable for the position）。


  结论：该题对与女士相关的信息进行考查，可能涉及她在某个工作或职位方面得到的负面评价。听音时，应将重点放在四个选项的关键词上（motivation to do the job, tricks of advertising, not so easy to get along with, not suitable for the position），然后根据问题作出进一步的判断。


  【解析】在对话的最后部分，在男士说了他觉得电视媒体不适合他们公司之后，女士仍然描述了她所想象的电视广告场景。男士再次跟女士强调他们不打算采用电视媒体做宣传之后，女士表示非常可惜，说她对电视广告方面的工作非常感兴趣。因此，男士在最后说他真觉得女士不适合这份工作。故可知正确答案为选项D。


  Section B


  Passage One


  【听力原文】


  Many foreign students are attracted not only to the academic programs at a particular U.S. college but also to the larger community, which affords the chance to soak up the surrounding culture. ［16］Few foreign universities put much emphasis on the cozy communal life that characterizes American campuses from clubs and sports teams to student publications and drama societies. “The campus and the American university have become identical in people's minds,”says Brown University President Vartan Gregorian. ［17］“In America it is assumed that a student's daily life is as important as his learning experience.”


  Foreign students also come in search of choices. ［18］America's menu of options—research universities, state institutions, private liberal-arts schools, community colleges, religious institutions, military academies—is unrivaled. “In Europe,”says history professor Jonathan Steinberg, who has taught at both Harvard and Cambridge, “there is one system, and that is it.”While students overseas usually must demonstrate expertise in a specific field, whether law or philosophy or chemistry, most American universities insist that students sample natural and social sciences, languages and literature before choosing a field of concentration.


  Such opposing philosophies grow out of different traditions and power structures. ［19］In Europe and Japan, universities are answerable only to a Ministry of Education, which sets academic standards and distributes money.


  While centralization ensures that all students are equipped with roughly the same resources and perform at roughly the same level, it also discourages experimentation. “When they make mistakes, they make big ones,”says Robert Rosenzweig, president of the Association of American Universities. “They set a system in wrong directions, and it's like steering a supertanker.”


  16. What does the speaker say characterizes American campuses?


  17. What does Brown University president Vartan Gregorian say about students' daily life?


  18. In what way is the United States unrivaled according to the speaker?


  19. What does the speaker say about universities in Europe and Japan?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览本部分所有选项，由其中的关键词academic、school、learning、students和education可大致推断，本篇文章很可能讲的是与教育、学术等有关的内容，听音时应重点关注与教育或学术有关的信息。

  


  16. A


  【解题思路】四项都是名词短语，其中两项含有与教育有关的词汇（academic, school）。本题很可能考查的是与学校、教育有关的情况。其他两个选项中的communal life和cultural diversity从字面上看虽然与学校、教育并不直接相关，但学校生活中也有可能涉及。因此听音时应重点留意这方面的内容。


  【解析】短文开头说，具有美国特色的校园集体生活吸引着众多外国留学生，而其他国家的大学基本上不会有这样的生活内容。因此可得知“惬意的集体生活”是美国大学校园的特色，故选项A正确。B、D两项文中未提及；文章开头虽有提及很多外国留学生被美国高校开设的学术课程所吸引，但这并不是美国大学校园的典型特色，故也排除。


  17. C


  【解题思路】四项均以it开头，含有“他们（的）”（them, their）。本题很可能考查it对them所做的事情，听音时要注意分辨it和them/their指代的内容。


  【解析】短文开头部分引用了布朗大学校长瓦尔坦·格雷戈里安的话，他说在美国人的观念里，学生的日常生活与他们的学习经历一样重要，这也就是美国的大学注重学生日常生活的原因，故选项C正确。各选项中的it指的是“学生的日常生活”，them/their指的是“学生们（的）”。


  18. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以it开头。


  2. 四项均含有与教育、学术有关的词（academic, academies, students, faculty）。


  结论：本题考查的是it做的事情，且这些事情很可能与教育、学术有关。听音时要注意分辨it指代的内容。


  【解析】短文前半部分提到，美国提供各种类型的大学供学生选择，这是无与伦比的。后面又进一步引用历史学教授乔纳森·斯坦伯格的话说，在欧洲仅有一个教学体系，从侧面说明美国的大学无与伦比。故本题选C。it指代的是美国。


  19. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以they开头。


  2. 三项含有student's/students。


  结论：本题考查的是they做的事情，且这件事很可能与学生有关。听音时要注意分辨they指代的内容。


  【解析】短文后半部分明确指出，欧洲和日本的大学仅对教育部负责，故B项正确。其他选项短文中均未提及，故排除。


  Passage Two


  【听力原文】


  Hello, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome aboard your sea-link ferry from Folkestone to Boulogne and wish you a pleasant trip with us. ［20］We are due to leave Folkestone in about five minutes and a journey to Boulogne will take approximately two hours. We are getting good reports of the weather in the Channel and in France, so we should have a calm crossing. Sun and temperatures of 30 degrees celsius are reported on the French coast. For your convenience on the journey, we'd like to point out that there are a number of facilities available on board. ［21］There's a snack bar serving sandwiches and hot and cold refreshments situated in the front of A deck. There is also a restaurant serving hot meals situated on B deck. If you need to change money or cash travelers' checks, we have a bank on board. You can find the bank on C deck, between the ship's office and the duty-free shop. Toilets are situated on B deck at the rear of the ship and on A deck next to the snack bar. For the children, there's a games room on C deck next to the duty-free shop. Here children can find a variety of electronic games. ［22］Passengers are reminded that the lounge on B deck is for the sole use of passengers traveling with cars and that there is another lounge on C deck at the front of the ship for passengers traveling without cars. Finally, ladies and gentlemen, we'd like to wish you a pleasant journey and hope that you'll travel with us again in the near future.


  20. What does the speaker say about the sea-link ferry?


  21. Where is the snack bar situated?


  22. What does the speaker say about the lounge on B deck?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题选项，由其中的关键词English Channel、French coast、ship、deck、passengers、travelling可大致推断，本文很可能讲的是与海上航行有关的内容，因此听音时需要重点关注与之相关的信息。

  


  20. D


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以it开头。


  2. 四项含有与“旅行”有关的词汇（arrive, crosses, half way to the French coast, leaving）。


  3. 四项均含有地名（Boulogne, English Channel, French coast, Folkestone）。


  结论：本题很可能考查的是与旅行有关的内容，且该旅行与上述四个地点有关。听音时不仅要注意分辨it指代的是什么，还应区别与上述四个地点相对应的内容，避免混淆。


  【解析】本文是一篇渡轮上的广播稿，一般会提示一些需要旅客注意的重要信息，这种文体的特征是虽然言简意赅，但信息量较大，听音时要注意不要混淆。本文开头就明确指出，这班渡轮将于大约五分钟后出发，约两小时后抵达目的地布伦，并没有指出抵达的具体时间，故选项D正确，并排除选项A。其余两个选项文中均未提及，故也排除。it指代的是跨海渡轮。


  21. D


  【解题思路】四项均为表示方位的短语，因此本题要考查的是某物的地点，听音时需重点留意表示方位的词汇。


  【解析】本文涉及的表示方位的短语较多，听音时一定要注意辨别各个方位对应的是什么。短文中间提到，小吃柜台设在A层的前区，出售三明治和冷热茶点，故D项正确。


  22. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以it开头。


  2. 三项含有passengers。


  3. 三项含有介词for。


  结论：本题考查的很可能是it为passengers做的事情。听音时要注意分辨it指代的内容。


  【解析】短文末尾处提到，B层的休息室只面向驾车的旅客开放，并未提及其他信息，故选项A正确，并可排除其他选项。it指代的是B层的休息室。


  Passage Three


  【听力原文】


  On Christmas Eve in 1994, humans entered a cave in the mountains of southeastern France for what was probably the first time in 20,000 years. The vivid images of more than 300 animals that John Marie Chauvet and his assistants found on the cave walls were like none that they had seen before.


  ［23］Unusual in the Grotte Chauvet, as the cave is now called in honor of its discoverer, are paintings of many flesh-eating animals. Other known caves from the same geographical area and time period contain only paintings of plant-eaters. ［24］The paintings in this cave refute the old theory that Cro-Magnon people painted animals that they hunted and then ate.


  Now many specialists believe that cave paintings were not part of a ritual to bring good luck to hunters. They point out that while deer made up a major part of their diet, there're no drawings of deer. They believe that the animals painted were those central to the symbolic and spiritual life of the times, animals that represented something deep and spiritual to the people.


  Scientists are hopeful that Grotte Chauvet will yield new information about the art and lifestyle of Cro-Magnon people. ［25］They readily admit, however, that little is understood yet as to the reasons why ice age artists created their interesting and detailed paintings. Scientists also wonder why some paintings were done in areas that are so difficult to get to, in caves, for example, that are 2,400 feet underground, and accessible only by crawling through narrow passageways.


  23. How did the cave get its name?


  24. What is the old theory about the paintings in the cave?


  25. What do scientists readily admit according to the speaker?


  
    【整体预测】


    快速浏览各题的所有选项，根据location、discoverer、expert、Cro-Magnon people等可大致推断，本文很可能与某个历史遗迹有关，而且可能是Cro-Magnon people的历史遗迹。另外，根据animal painting和cave paintings可推断出文章与洞穴壁画有关，听录音时需特别注意相关内容，注重对短文细节信息的提取。

  


  23. B


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以it开头。


  2. 四项均提到了was named after。


  结论：本题考查的内容应该是it的名称的由来，听录音时应将重点放在it所指的事物以及四项的关键词上（location, discoverer, expert, painters）。


  【解析】文章提到这个洞穴以它的发现者的名字命名为肖韦洞穴，可以得出B项为正确答案。其他三项均与原文内容不符，故排除。


  24. C


  【解题思路】


  1. 前三项提到了与动物相关的词（animal, deer, animals）。


  2. 两项提到了Cro-Magnon people。


  结论：本题考查的内容应该是对某种观念的陈述，听录音时应注意相关细节，将重点放在与选项相关的内容上。


  【解析】文中提到肖韦洞穴中的壁画反驳了一条古老的理论，即克罗马侬人的壁画只包含他们捕猎且食用的动物，所以古老的理论是壁画中只有被捕杀和食用的动物，所以C项为正确答案。A项在原文中出现了，但与问题不符，故排除；B项和D项在原文中均未被提及，故也排除。


  25. A


  【解题思路】


  1. 四项均以they开头。


  2. 四项均提及动词（know, tell, draw, misinterpret）。


  结论：本题考查的内容涉及they的行为，听录音时应注意与选项关键信息（know、tell、draw和misinterpret）相关的内容。


  【解析】文章中提到科学家们愿意承认他们对冰河时期的艺术家们创作壁画的原因了解甚少，所以本题正确答案选A。其他三项均与原文内容不符，故排除。


  Section C


  【听力原文】


  If you are attending a local college, especially one without residence halls, you'll probably live at home and commute to classes. This arrangement has a lot of ［26］advantages. It's cheaper. It provides a comfortable and familiar setting, and it means you'll get the kind of home cooking you're used to instead of the monotony（单调） that ［27］characterizes even the best institutional food.


  However, commuting students need to ［28］go out of their way to become involved in the life of their college and to take special steps to meet their fellow students. Often, this means a certain amount of initiative on your part in ［29］seeking out and talking to people in your classes whom you think you might like.


  One problem that commuting students sometimes face is their parents' unwillingness to recognize that they're adults. The ［30］transition from high school to college is a big one, and if you live at home you need to develop the same kind of independence you'd have if you were living away. Home rules that might have been ［31］appropriate when you were in high school don't apply. If your parents are ［32］reluctant to renegotiate, you can speed the process along by letting your behavior show that you have the responsibility that goes with maturity. Parents are more willing to ［33］acknowledge their children as adults when they behave like adults. If, however, there's so much friction at home that it ［34］interferes with your academic work, you might want to consider sharing an apartment with one or more friends. Sometimes this is a happy solution when family ［35］tensions make everyone miserable.


  
    26. advantage 好处，优势

    27. characterize 是……的特征

    28. go out of one's way 费心（做某事）

    29. seek out 寻找，发现

    30. transition 转变

    31. appropriate 适当的

    32. reluctant 不情愿的

    33. acknowledge 承认，认可

    34. interfere with 干扰

    35. tension 紧张态势

  


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension


  Section A


  【参考译文】


  他未来的臣民一直以来都没有给予这位威尔士王子（即英国查尔斯王子）应有的敬意。在1986年，这位英国［36］王位的继承人告诉一位电视记者他曾在自己的乡间别墅（海格洛夫）对着自己栽培的植物说话，以刺激它们生长，对此，人们报之以哈哈大笑。这位王子一直都很幽默——“我的幽默感总有一天会让我陷入麻烦，”他对随身侍从说道——但是事实证明聆听查尔斯·温莎（即查尔斯王子）讲话真的让人兴奋。这位皇室［37］环保主义者在他成年后的大部分时间里一直都在倡导激进的理念。他的一些［38］观念曾经听起来稍显奇怪，但只是超前于他的时代罢了。现在，世界似乎终于跟上了他的脚步。


  以其对于农业的看法为例。查尔斯王子的“公爵之家农场”［39］最早可以追溯到1986年，那个时候大多数购物者还只在乎超市里那些堆得很高、外表完美得令人难以置信的蔬菜和大得［40］不自然的肉鸡的低廉价格。


  他对于气候变化的警告也被证明是颇有远见的。查尔斯在1990年就开始［41］敦促人们采取行动应对全球变暖。他说，从少年时候起他就为人类对环境的［42］影响而感到担忧。


  尽管他逐渐获得了国际上的［43］认可，被公认为领先世界的环保主义者之一，许多英国人仍旧把他看作一位对着植物说话的［44］怪人。今年，碰巧韩国科学家证实了植物的确会对声音［45］作出回应。因此，查尔斯还是把人们甩在了身后。


  【答案解析】


  36. M) throne


  语法判断：该空位于when引导的时间状语从句中，通过语法分析可知the heir是该从句的主语，而to引导的介词短语充当the heir的后置定语，空格前的 the British 可以指代“英国人”，但the heir to the British意为“英国人的继承人”，显然不合理，由此可知此处British是形容词，用作定语，故判断空格处应填入一个名词。符合语法条件的备选项有environmentalist（环境保护主义者）、expeditions（探险）、impact（影响）、notions（观念，概念）、recognition（认可）、subordinate（下属）和throne（王位，王权）。


  语义判断：结合语境，此处应是描述查尔斯王子是英国“王位”的继承人，因此throne符合文意，故本题选M。


  37. C) environmentalist


  语法判断：空格前是the royal，空格后是谓语has been promoting，由此可知，此处应填入名词，且为单数名词或不可数名词。符合语法条件的剩余备选名词有environmentalist、impact、recognition和subordinate。


  语义判断：由上文所描述的查尔斯王子在自己的庄园对着植物说话及下文中提到的他关注环境问题的内容可知，此处是要指出他的相关身份，结合选项可知environmentalist符合文意，表示“环境保护主义者”，故本题选C。


  38. F) notions


  语法判断：空格前是some of his，空格后是逗号，后面是which引导的非限制性定语从句，由此可知，空格处应填入一个复数名词，充当which的先行词。符合语法条件的复数名词有expeditions和notions。


  语义判断：前一句提到查尔斯王子成年后一直倡导激进的理念，由此可知，此处承接上文，指的是他的一些“观念”听起来稍显奇怪，符合语境的名词选项是notions，和前面的ideas形成对应。故本题选F。


  39. H) originally


  语法判断：空格所在部分是一个动词短语go...back，即“追溯”之意，由此可知，空格处应填入一个副词，修饰这一动词短语。备选副词有originally（最早，起初）和unnaturally（不自然地；异常地）。


  语义判断：此处是说查尔斯王子的农场“最早”可以追溯到1986年，符合文意的副词是originally，故本题选H。


  40. N) unnaturally


  语法判断：空格前是and，空格后是large chickens，分析该句可知, ______ large chickens和前面的suspiciously blemish-free vegetables构成并列关系，空格处缺少能和suspiciously对应的副词。剩余副词选项即unnaturally。


  语义判断：suspiciously blemish-free意为“完美得令人难以置信的”，unnaturally large chickens意为“大得不自然的肉鸡”，两者可以构成并列关系，语义搭配，故本题选N。


  41. O) urging


  语法判断：空格前是动词began，空格后是名词action，由此可判断，空格处要么填入一个形容词来修饰action，要么填入动名词，和action一起构成动名词短语，作began的宾语。


  语义判断：把备选形容词eccentric（奇怪的）、organic（有机的）、subordinate（次要的，从属的）分别代入此处皆不符合“查尔斯王子保护环境、倡导环保”的语境，故此处不应填入形容词；备选动名词有suppressing（镇压，制止）和urging（敦促），两者意思相对，显然urging符合此处语境，即“查尔斯在1990年就开始敦促人们采取行动应对全球变暖”，故本题选O。


  42. E) impact


  语法判断：空格前是定冠词the，空格后是介词短语of man，并且后面跟了介词短语on the environment。由此可知，此处应填入名词，且能与介词on搭配。符合语法条件的名词选项只有impact。


  语义判断：此处是说查尔斯王子从少年时期起就担心人类对环境的“影响”，impact符合此处语境，故本题选E。


  43. I) recognition


  语法判断：空格前为动词gained和形容词international，空格后为介词短语as one of the world's leading conservationists，由此可知，空格处应填入名词，作gained的宾语。符合语法条件的名词选项还有expeditions、recognition和subordinate。


  语义判断：由后面的介词短语as one of the world's leading conservationists（作为领先世界的环保主义者之一）可知，此处是说查尔斯王子逐渐获得了国际上的“认可”，recognition符合语境，故本题选I。


  44. B) eccentric


  语法判断：空格前是不定冠词an，空格后是名词person，可知此处应填入一个形容词，而且读音是以元音开头的，符合语法条件的形容词有eccentric和organic。


  语义判断：该空位于主从复合句的主句部分，由让步状语从句的内容“尽管他逐渐获得了国际上的认可，被公认为领先世界的环保护义者之一”可知，主句应该是说，许多英国人仍然把他看作一位对着植物说话的“怪”人, eccentric符合语境，故本题选B。


  45. J) respond


  语法判断：空格前是really do，空格后是介词短语to sound。由此可判断，此处的do要么是谓语动词，构成do+n.+to的结构，空格处填入名词作宾语，要么do为起强调作用的助动词，空格处填入一个动词原形。剩余备选名词有expeditions和subordinate，而备选动词原形有conform（符合；遵守）、respond（反应，对……作出回应）和subordinate（从属于，服从）。


  语义判断：由上文“许多英国人仍旧把他看作一位对着植物说话的怪人”和下文“因此，查尔斯还是把人们甩在了身后”可判断，此处是说韩国科学家证实植物的确会对声音“作出回应”，respond to即表示“对……作出回应”，符合文意。故答案为J。


  Section B


  【参考译文】


  高中体育运动没有扼杀文化课


  A）在本月《大西洋月刊》的封面文章“反对高中体育课的实例”中，阿曼达·里普利主张应该大量削减学校发起的体育项目。她写道，和大多数在国际评估中表现比其优越的国家不同，美国的学校过于重视体育运动。［54］“美国学校里设置体育课程的方式几乎不同于其他任何地方，”她写道，“但是国内有关美国教育在国际上的平庸地位的辩论却几乎从未涉及这个不同之处。”


  B）她认为，美国的学生运动员从参与体育运动中获益匪浅，但是给学校带来的损失却可能超过他们的收获。［47］尤其，里普利声称体育运动排挤了学校的教学使命：美国应该向韩国、芬兰和每一个在国际考试中成绩领先的其他国家学习，它们对学校体育运动的重视程度都（比美国）低得多。“即便是在八年级，美国的孩子们在体育运动方面花去的时间就已是韩国孩子的两倍多，”她引用了2010年发表在《高级学术杂志》上的一项研究写道。


  C）体育在美国高中比在其他国家都更加根深蒂固，这一点很可能是真实的。但是我们在观察国际考试成绩时并未发现反对学校体育课程的支持论据。事实上，我们自己的研究和另一些人的研究都把我们引向相反的情况。学校发起的体育运动提供的益处似乎在促进而不是阻碍学业成功。


  D）里普利沉迷于一项流行的有关国际考试成绩的比较研究，该研究显示出美国和其他国家之间存在着巨大而惊人的差距。［48］然而她忽视了这样一个事实：美国各州之间考试成绩的差异至少同发达国家之间的考试成绩差异一样大。2011年哈佛大学的一份报告表明马萨诸塞州的数学成绩与韩国和芬兰相当，而密西西比州的成绩则更接近于特立尼达和多巴哥。里普利关于体育运动的理论在这一事实面前土崩瓦解了。马萨诸塞州的学校提供体育课程而芬兰的学校不提供。密西西比州的学校可能热爱橄榄球运动而多巴哥的校际体育运动却一点也不突出。体育运动并不能解释它们在考试成绩方面的相似性，也不能解释国际间的考试成绩差异。


  E）如果体育运动真的有损美国学校的教学使命，我们会期待看到致力于体育运动和学业成绩之间表现出负相关的关系。然而，阿肯色大学的丹尼尔·鲍恩和杰伊·格林实际上发现了相反的情况。他们将俄亥俄州所有公立高中五年期间的体育运动获胜率、学生体育参与率与毕业率、标准考试成绩进行对比分析，从而检验致力于体育运动和学业成绩之间的关系。［51］在对学生贫困水平、人口统计情况和地区财政资源进行控制的基础上，学校致力于发展体育运动的两项措施都与较低的辍学率和较高的考试成绩呈显著正相关。


  F）赛场上的成功和体育运动的高参与率并不是偶然发生的，它需要对体育运动的重视和投入。也许有人会觉得这会导致沉迷于比赛获胜的学校不再重视文化课。鲍恩和格林的研究结果驳斥了那个论断。对于这个看似与直觉相反的结果，一种可能的解释是，体育项目的成功实际上促进了或者反映了一个学校团体中更充裕的社会资本。


  G）里普利引用了知名社会学家詹姆斯·科尔曼的著作，后者在教育方面的研究具有开创性。［55］科尔曼在他早期的著作中对体育运动不屑一顾，声称体育运动排挤了学校的教学使命。里普利援引了他1961年的研究著作——《青少年社会》，科尔曼在其中写道，“总之，奖品陈列柜会使一无所知的造访者以为他进入的是一家体育俱乐部，而不是一个教育机构。”


  H）［50］然而，在后来的研究中，科尔曼总是展示学校的成功是如何高度依赖于他所称之为社会资本的因素的，“这指的是对孩子成长重要的规范、社交网络以及成人和儿童之间的关系。”


  I）［53］根据芝加哥大学犯罪研究实验室于2013年进行的一项评估，一个叫做“成为一个男子汉——体育版本”的项目使男孩子们的学习习惯持续改善，平均成绩持续提高。项目实施的第一年，人们发现学生们转学或者参与暴力犯罪的可能性有所降低。项目结束一年后，参与者与青少年司法制度产生冲突的可能性有所降低。


  J）如果学校发起的体育运动明天就被完全取消，很多美国学生将仍然有机会参与其他地方组织的体育运动，这与芬兰、德国和韩国等国家的情况很相似。当涉及出身较差的学生时，这种情况就不确定了。在基于并非由学校组织的课外活动的研究综述中，研究者们发现贫困孩子参与这些活动的几率明显更低。［46］他们发现，来自低收入家庭的学生相对较少有机会接触到这些活动，因为他们在交通、不菲的费用和校外安全方面都面临着挑战。因此，减少或取消这些机会将最有可能使贫困学生无法从参与体育运动中获益，最重要的是剥夺他们在常规上课时间之外与正面榜样互动的机会。


  K）［49］里普利做出的另一个站不住脚的评论是提出了一种成见：体育教练通常是蹩脚的课堂教师。“美国的校长不同于世界上大多数的校长，他们在做聘用决定时会为他们的体育团队考虑，而这些决定结果并不总是对学生有利，”她写道。这种观点认为，在学校找工作的教育者主要为了达成当教练的目的，很可能推卸教学责任。另外，即便是在雇员首先是教师，其次是体育教练的身份认定情况下，教练所承载的附加责任也可能是以牺牲花在备课、评分以及与家长和监护人沟通上的时间为代价的。


  L）然而，数据似乎并不能证实这一成见。［52］在有关高中教练的课堂教学成果的最严谨的研究中，阿肯色大学的安娜·伊格莱特发现，佛罗里达州的体育教练在提高学生考试成绩方面往往和他们不当教练的同事表现得一样好。我们不怀疑那些兼任教练的老师们面临着重要的利弊权衡，兼任可能会以他们对教学义务的投入时间为代价。然而，就体育赛事来说，体育教练获得了额外的交流机会和充当导师的机会，可能帮助学生成功并且弥补当教练的代价。


  M）如果学校允许学生运动员为了去参加体育比赛而经常错过上课时间，这样就不好了。然而，这种问题将能通过改变学校和州关于体育赛事安排的政策而得到更好的解决，而不是全面取消。如果说实验证据表明了什么，则它表明学校发起的体育运动提供的益处值得为其付出的代价。


  N）尽管关于体育文化有负面的成见，里普利也认为文化课和体育运动彼此冲突，但是我们相信更多的证据表明学校发起的体育运动似乎对学生有益。运动场上的成功可以延续到课堂上，反之亦然。更重要的是，寻找方法来增加学校团体的社会资本对学校整体的成功必不可少，而不仅仅是对运动员而言。


  【答案解析】


  46. J


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词students from low-income families和off-campus sports programs。文章段落中论及来自低收入家庭的学生参与校外体育活动情况的内容只出现在J段。该段中间部分提到，在基于并非由学校组织的课外活动的研究综述中，研究者们发现贫困孩子参与这些活动的几率明显更低。来自低收入家庭的学生相对较少有机会接触到这些活动，因为他们在交通、不菲的费用和校外安全方面都面临着挑战。因此，题干是对原文的同义概括。题干中的students from low-income families对应原文中的low-income students，题干中的have less access是原词重现。


  47. B


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键信息learn from other countries that rank high in international tests and lay less emphasis on athletics。文章段落中论及美国应该向其他国家学习的内容出现在B段。该段第二句中里普利指出，美国应该向韩国、芬兰和每一个在国际考试中成绩领先的其他国家学习，它们对学校体育运动的重视程度（比美国）低得多。因此，题干是对原文的同义概括。题干中的rank high in international tests对应原文中的at the top level of international test scores，题干中的lay less emphasis on athletics对应原文中的emphasize athletics far less。


  48. D


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词fails to note和varies from state to state。文章段落中论及学生考试成绩因州而异的内容出现在D段。该段前两句提到，里普利沉迷于一项流行的有关国际考试成绩的比较研究，该研究显示出美国和其他国家之间存在着巨大而惊人的差距。然而她忽视了这样一个事实：美国各州之间考试成绩的差异至少同发达国家之间的考试成绩差异一样大。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的fails to note对应原文中的ignores，题干中的students' performance in exams varies from state to state对应原文中的states vary...in test scores。


  49. K


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词athletic coaches和poor at classroom instruction。文章段落中论及体育教练和课堂教学的内容出现在K段。该段首句提到，里普利做出的另一个站不住脚的评论是提出了一种成见：体育教练通常是蹩脚的课堂教师。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的athletic coaches是原词重现，题干中的poor at classroom instruction对应原文中的are typically lousy classroom teachers。


  50. H


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词James Coleman's later research和school's social capital。文章段落中论及詹姆斯·科尔曼社会资本一说的内容出现在H段。该段提到，然而，在后来的研究中，科尔曼总是展示学校的成功是如何高度依赖于他所称之为社会资本的因素的。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的later research是原词重现，题干中的makes an argument for a school's social capital对应原文中的what he termed social capital。


  51. E


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词a positive relationship和a school's commitment to athletics and academic achievements。文章段落中论及学校对体育运动的投入和教学成果之间关系的内容出现在E段。该段提到了阿肯色大学的丹尼尔·鲍恩和杰伊·格林针对俄亥俄州所有公立高中所做的一项实验，结果显示：学校致力于发展体育运动与较低的辍学率和较高的考试成绩呈显著正相关关系。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的a positive relationship对应原文中的are...positively related to，题干中的academic achievements对应原文中的higher test scores。


  52. L


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词a rigorous study和also do well in raising students' test scores。文章段落中论及体育教练在提高学生考试成绩方面的研究的内容出现在L段。该段第二句提到，在有关高中教练的课堂教学成果的最严格的研究中，阿肯色大学的安娜·伊格莱特发现，佛罗里达州的体育教练在提高学生考试成绩方面往往和他们不当教练的同事表现得一样好。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的a rigorous study对应原文中的the most rigorous study，题干中的also do well in raising students' test scores对应原文中的perform just as well as their non-coaching counterparts, with respect to raising student test scores。


  53. I


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词an evaluation和contribute to students' academic performance and character building。文章段落中论及体育运动对学生学习成绩和性格的影响的内容出现在I段。该段提到，根据芝加哥大学犯罪研究实验室进行的一项评估，一个叫做“成为一个男子汉——体育版本”的项目使男孩子们的学习习惯持续改善，平均成绩持续提高。项目实施的第一年，人们发现学生们转学或者参与暴力犯罪的可能性有所降低。项目结束一年后，参与者与少年司法制度产生冲突的可能性有所降低。也就是说，根据这项评估，体育运动有利于提高学生的学习成绩和塑造学生的品格。因此，题干是对原文的同义概括。题干中的contribute to对应原文中的creates lasting improvements in。


  54. A


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词the emphasis on school sports和American students are mediocre。文章段落中论及美国高中重视体育运动和美国学生平庸的内容出现在A段。该段第二句提到，里普利写道，和大多数在国际评估中表现比其优越的国家不同，美国的学校过于重视体育运动。她认为，美国学校里设置体育课程的方式不同于其他任何地方，但是国内有关美国教育在国际上的平庸地位的辩论却几乎从未涉及这个不同之处。也就说，里普利认为，在试图理解美国学生平庸的原因时应该考虑美国对体育运动的重视这一因素。因此，题干是对原文的同义转述。题干中的be brought up对应原文中的comes up，题干中的mediocre对应原文中的mediocrity。


  55. G


  解析：注意抓住题干中的关键词James Coleman和his earlier writings。文章段落中论及詹姆斯·科尔曼早期著作的内容出现在G段。该段第二句提到，科尔曼在他早期的著作中对体育运动不屑一顾，声称体育运动排挤了学校的教学使命。接下来提到，科尔曼在《青少年社会》中写道，“总之，奖品陈列柜会使一无所知的造访者以为他进入的是一家体育俱乐部，而不是一个教育机构。”也就是说，他认为学校过于重视体育运动会破坏学校留给学生的印象，即学校的形象。因此，题干是对原文的同义概括。


  Section C


  Passage One


  【参考译文】


  人们容易迷失在每日有关全球经济衰退的诸多新闻头条中，［56］但有种不那么显著的社会剧变也正在发生，这种变化正迅速地改变着这个星球的面貌，也改变着人类的生活方式。这种变化就是城市化的加速。2008年，在人类历史上，世界上住在城镇和城市的人口首次超过了半数。而且近期发表的一篇论文显示，城市化的进程在未来的几十年里只会加快——这会对生物多样性产生巨大的影响，对气候变化也可能如此。


  正如该论文的主要作者卡伦·塞托所指出的那样，城市化浪潮并不仅仅是人们迁移到城市环境中，而是该环境本身变得更大，能够容纳所有这些人。城市区域的快速扩张将对生物多样性热点地区以及那些城市区域的碳排放产生巨大的影响。


  ［57］人类是终极的入侵物种——当他们迁入新的领地时，他们通常会取代原来已经生活在那里的野生生物。当为那些新城市清理土地时——尤其在茂密的热带森林——碳也会被排放到大气中。［58］确实，发展中国家的人们从乡村迁到城市时，可能会缓解对土地造成的压力，这种转移反而对环境有利。在极度贫困的国家尤其如此，这些国家的乡村居民每到作物的种植季都会砍伐和焚烧森林，为耕种清理空间。但真正的不同在于，发展中国家的人们从农村地区到城市的迁移通常伴随着他们收入的增长——那种增长造成了食物和能源消费的增加，进而引起碳排放量的增加。［59］获得足够的食物，充分享受安全、舒适的生活当然是一件好事——但这确实付出了环境的代价。


  城市化的浪潮无法被阻止——也不应该受到阻止。［60］但塞托的论文确实强调了对那种转变进行管控的重要性。如果我们正确处理，就能减少城市化对环境的影响。“这是一个很大的机会，同时很多压力与责任也迫使我们去思考如何展开城市化进程，”塞托说道，“有一点是明确的，我们不能再像过去几百年那样建设城市了。这一转变的规模之大不允许那样的情况发生。”无论如何，我们这个星球都要走向城市化，但让它成为天堂抑或地狱则取决于我们。


  
    【论说文：城市化的加速会对环境和气候造成负面影响，人们无法也不应该阻止城市化进程，但应对其进行合理的管控。】


    第一至二段：城市化进程在加速，将会对生物多样性和气候产生巨大的影响。


    第三段：人类向城市迁移会造成城市碳排放量的增加，对城市的环境造成负面影响。


    第四段：人们无法也不应该阻止城市化进程，但应对其进行合理的管控。

  


  【答案解析】


  56. D


  定位：根据题干的信息词issue和draw people's attention to以及题文同序的原则，可以把答题线索定位到第一段第一、二句。


  解析：第一句后半句通过转折过渡到本文主题，指出“但有种不那么显著的社会剧变也正在发生，这种变化正迅速地改变着这个星球的面貌，也改变着人类的生活方式”，紧接着明确指出“这种变化就是城市化的加速”，由此可知作者设法将人们的注意力引到有关城市化加速的影响的问题上，结合选项可知答案选D。本文并未提及世界人口的快速增长，可先排除B项。文中提及了生物多样性程度降低和全球经济衰退，但都不是本文的中心议题，故均可排除。


  57. C


  定位：根据题干的信息词the ultimate invasive species，可以把答题线索定位到第三段第一句。


  解析：该句指出“人类是终极的入侵物种——当他们迁入新的领地时，他们通常会取代原来已经生活在那里的野生生物”，显然，只有C项与文意相符，故为答案。A、B和D三项文中均未明确提及，应排除。


  58. B


  定位：根据题干的信息词poor countries和good for the environment，可以把答题线索定位到第三段第三、四句。


  解析：该句指出“确实，发展中国家的人们从乡村迁到城市时，可能会缓解对土地造成的压力，这种转移反而对环境有利。在极度贫困的国家尤其如此……”，可知贫困国家的城市化对环境有利的一点是缓解了农村土地的压力，故答案为B。其他三项均与文意不符，应排除。


  59. A


  定位：根据题干的信息词living comfortably in the city，可以把答题线索定位到第三段最后一句。


  解析：该句指出“获得足够的食物，充分享受安全、舒适的生活当然是一件好事——但这确实付出了环境的代价”，由此可见，城市里的舒适生活是以牺牲环境为代价的，故答案为A。文中并未提及贫困和不安全感的消除，也未提及城乡差距的缩小，故可先排除B、D两项。发展中国家的农村居民从农村地区迁移到城市，他们的生活方式的确会发生巨大的改变，但选项C中的“人们”范围显然扩大化了，也应排除。


  60. C


  定位：根据题干的信息词minimize the negative impact of urbanization和Seto，可以把答题线索定位到最后一段第二、三句。


  解析：该句指出“但塞托的论文确实强调了对那种转变进行管控的重要性。如果我们正确处理，就能减少城市化对环境的影响”，由此可知使城市化的负面影响最小化的方式为对该进程进行合理的管控，故答案为C。文中并未提及创新性地利用先进技术，故B项可先排除。文中没有指出提高人们的责任感能使城市化的负面影响最小化，也排除D。A项容易误选，文中说对这种转变进行管控，并不意味着一定是减缓转变的速度，调整速度可能只是其中一方面，显然A项把范围狭窄化了，也应排除。


  Passage Two


  【参考译文】


  当哈佛大学的学生马克·扎克伯格在2004年2月推出脸谱网时，甚至他自己都没有预料到它会带来的影响。［61］他本来只是想把大学生联系起来。脸谱网随后发展迅速，最终成为了将世界联系在一起的网站。


  对于生活在这个互联时代的孩子们来说，世界就是一个巨大的社交网络。［62］与前几代的人不一样，他们不再受所学知识的限制。唯一能限制他们的只有他们的好奇心和抱负。在我的童年时代，我所学到的知识都来自当地。你了解到的所有事物都来自你的父母、老师、牧师和朋友。


  ［62］今天的孩子只通过轻触指尖便可以获得高质量的、及时的信息，他们不再像自己的父母一样心存恐惧和偏见。成年人也在参与这场变革。印度一贯顺从的中产阶级正在高声反对社会弊病。硅谷的高管们正因感到羞愧而不得不增加女性董事会成员。政治领袖们也正在为自己的选举和政治事业集结数百万人的力量。所有这些得以进行都依靠着脸谱网及其竞争对手所带来的社交媒体技术。


  和所有先进技术一样，社交媒体也带来了许多新问题。通常社交媒体会令较为年轻的用户沉迷其中，给他们带来危害。［63］中东和其他地区的极端分子利用社交媒体来招募新成员并对他们进行洗脑。社交媒体也使我们和我们的朋友暴露在令人厌恶的监视之下。我们在度假时可以把屋里的灯开着，但通过社交媒体，我们向罪犯透露了我们的准确位置、我们计划何时回家以及罪犯可以怎样来敲诈我们。


  政府不再需要告密者了。通过社交媒体，政府机构可以监视它们的公民。我们在脸谱网上记录我们的思想、情感和喜恶；我们分享自己的政治观点、社会偏好和计划。我们上传自己的私密照片。没有监视机构或犯罪组织能主动收集到这类信息，而我们却在自愿为他们上传。


  市场营销者也在寻找大的机遇。［64］亚马逊正在试图预测我们将订购的物品。谷歌正在试图根据我们的社交媒体个人档案判断我们的需求。我们需要意识到社交媒体所带来的危险，并不断努力减轻这些危险。


  ［65］无论人们使用什么样的社交媒体，有一件事是肯定的：我们身处一个正在加速变化的时代。下一个十年甚至将比上一个十年更令人惊奇和无法预测。就像没有人能预知在过去十年里社交媒体所带来的影响，同样没有人能准确预知这种技术将会带我们走向何处。但是我乐观地认为互通互联的人类会找到提升自己的方法。


  
    【论说文：社交媒体给人类带来便利的同时也引发了新的问题。】


    第一段：以脸谱网为例，指出社交媒体已将世界联系在一起。


    第二至三段：对比前几代的人，指出社交媒体给当代社会带来的影响。


    第四至五段：指出社交媒体引发的新问题，如年轻人沉迷网络、信息暴露、公民受政府监视等。


    第六段：指出商家正在利用社交媒体寻找新的商机，同时告诫我们需要有减轻危险的意识。


    第七段：指出社交媒体技术将在未来给人类带来无法预测的影响。

  


  【答案解析】


  61. B


  定位：根据题干中的信息词Facebook和first created将答案线索定位到第一段。


  解析：第一段第二句提到“他本来只是想把大学生联系起来”，由此可知，马克·扎克伯格在2004年推出脸谱网时的最初目的是想通过这一社交网站帮助大学生密切彼此间的联系。选项B是对该部分内容的同义转述，故为答案。文章第一段末句虽然提到脸谱网发展成为了一个将世界联系在一起的网站，但这并不是马克·扎克伯格最初创建脸谱网的目的，故排除。选项A和C的内容文中没有提及，故也排除。


  62. D


  定位：根据题干中的信息词social media和learning将答案线索定位到第二至三段。


  解析：第二段第二句提到“与前几代的人不一样，他们（孩子们）不再受所学知识的限制”，接着第三段第一句提到“今天的孩子只通过轻触指尖便可以获得高质量的、及时的信息”，由此可知，社交媒体使人们学习的信息来源得到极大的扩展。选项D的内容是对原文内容的概括，故为答案。文章没有指出地方性知识和全球性知识将互相融合，故排除选项A。第二段提到好奇心和抱负是限制互联时代的孩子学习的唯一因素，并不是说学生将变得更加好奇和有抱负，故排除选项B。选项C文中没有提到，故也排除。


  63. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词concern和social media technology将答案线索定位到第四段。


  解析：第四段第三至四句提到“中东和其他地区的极端分子利用社交媒体来招募新成员并对他们进行洗脑。社交媒体也会使我们和我们的朋友暴露在令人厌恶的监视之下。”由此可知，选项A是作者对社交媒体的最大担忧，故为答案。第五段提到政府通过社交媒体可以监视其公民，选项B的说法与此不一致，故排除。选项C的说法也与原文不一致，文中并没有说人们会泄露朋友的信息，也可排除。选项D在文章中没有被提及，故也排除。


  64. B


  定位：根据题干中的信息词businesses将答案线索定位到第六段。


  解析：本段第二至三句提到“亚马逊正在试图预测我们将订购的物品。谷歌正在试图根据我们的社交媒体个人档案判断我们的需求。”由此可知，企业正在利用社交媒体预测客户的需求。选项B为答案。第六段末句作者告诫我们需要增强风险意识，努力减轻危险，而这不是企业利用社交媒体的目的，故排除选项D。文章中没有提及选项A和C，故排除。


  65. A


  定位：根据题干中的信息词think of social media as a whole将答案线索定位到最后一段。


  解析：最后一段第一至二句提到“无论人们使用什么样的社交媒体，有一件事是肯定的：我们身处一个正在加速变化的时代。下一个十年将比上一个十年更令人惊奇和无法预测。”由此可知，作者认为社交媒体将会使人类社会以比现在更快的速度发展，故选A。文中没有提及选项B的内容，故排除。选项C中的“一定”和选项D中的“最后”都属于绝对表述，故也可排除。


  


Part IV　Translation


  【参考译文】


  China will try to make sure1 that employees receive 13.3 years of education on average by 2015. If the goal is achieved, most of people who enter the labor market will have to acquire a college diploma in the future.2


  In the next few years, China will attach great importance to increasing the student enrollments of vocational colleges3: apart from focusing on higher education, China will also seek new breakthroughs to ensure a fairer education system4. China is endeavoring to make the best use of educational resources5 and therefore rural and underdeveloped6 areas will receive more supports.


  The Ministry of Education has also determined to improve the nutrition of students in less developed areas and provide equal opportunities for children of migrant workers to receive education in cities.7


  【译点精析】


  1. 努力确保：还可翻译为strive to make sure或endeavor to ensure等。


  2. 如果这一目标……获得大学文凭：“如果这一目标得以实现”还可翻译为if the goal is realized；“劳动力市场”还可翻译为manpower market；“大部分进入劳动力市场的人”还可以用现在分词短语来表达，充当后置定语，即entering the labor market；“获得大学文凭”还可翻译为gain/get a bachelor's degree。


  3. 将着力……招生人数：“着力”翻译为attach great importance to；“增加招生人数”翻译为increase the student enrollments，也可翻译为increase the number of students admitted into；“职业学院”翻译为vocational colleges。


  4. 除了……更加公平：“除了”可翻译apart from、besides、except等；“关注”翻译为focus on；“新的突破”翻译为new breakthroughs。


  5. 正在努力最佳地利用教育资源：“正在努力”还可翻译为is making efforts；“最佳地利用”还可翻译为optimize；“教育资源”翻译为educational resources。


  6. 欠发达：可翻译为underdeveloped或less developed。


  7. 为外来务工人员的子女……同等机会：“外来务工人员”翻译为migrant workers；“接受教育”翻译为receive education；“同等机会”翻译为equal opportunities。


大学英语六级考试2014年12月真题（附赠）
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    真题讲解

  


  


Part I　Writing　(30 minutes)


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write an essay based on the picture below. You should start your essay with a brief description of the picture and then discuss whether there is a shortcut to learning. You should give sound arguments to support your views and write at least 150 words but no more than 200 words.
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    “‘How to Do Well In School Without

    Studying' is over there in the fiction section.”
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Part II　Listening Comprehension　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  1. A) She will give him the receipt later.

  B) The man should make his own copies.

  C) She has not got the man's copies ready.

  D) The man forgot to make the copies for her.


  2. A) She phoned Fred about the book.

  B) She was late for the appointment.

  C) She ran into Fred on her way here.

  D) She often keeps other people waiting.


  3. A) Mark is not fit to take charge of the Student Union.

  B) Mark is the best candidate for the post of chairman.

  C) It won't be easy for Mark to win the election.

  D) Females are more competitive than males in elections.


  4. A) It failed to arrive at its destination in time.

  B) It got seriously damaged on the way.

  C) It got lost at the airport in Paris.

  D) It was left behind in the hotel.


  5. A) Just make use of whatever information is available.

  B) Put more effort into preparing for the presentation.

  C) Find more relevant information for their work.

  D) Simply raise the issue in their presentation.


  6. A) The man has decided to choose Language Studies as his major.

  C) The man is still trying to sign up for the course he is interested in.

  B) The woman isn't interested in the psychology of language.

  D) The woman isn't qualified to take the course the man mentioned.


  7. A) They are both to blame.

  B) They are both easy to please.

  C) They can manage to get along.

  D) They will make peace in time.


  8. A) They are in desperate need of financial assistance.

  B) They hope to do miracles with limited resources.

  C) They want to borrow a huge sum from the bank.

  D) They plan to buy out their business partners.


  Questions 9 to 12 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  9. A) We simply cannot help reacting instinctively that way.

  B) We wish to hide our indifference to their misfortune.

  C) We derive some humorous satisfaction from their misfortune.

  D) We think it serves them right for being mean to other people.


  10. A) They want to show their genuine sympathy.

  B) They have had similar personal experiences.

  C) They don't know how to cope with the situation.

  D) They don't want to reveal their own frustration.


  11. A) They themselves would like to do it but don't dare to.

  B) It's an opportunity for relieving their tension.

  C) It's a rare chance for them to see the boss lose face.

  D) They have seen this many times in old films.


  12. A) To irritate them.

  B) To teach them a lesson.

  C) To relieve her feelings.

  D) To show her courage.


  Questions 13 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.


  13. A) Smuggling drugs into Hong Kong.

  B) Having committed armed robbery.

  C) Stealing a fellow passenger's bag.

  D) Bringing a handgun into Hong Kong.


  14. A) He said not a single word during the entire flight.

  B) He took away Kumar's baggage while he was asleep.

  C) He was travelling on a scholarship from Delhi University.

  D) He is suspected of having slipped something in Kumar's bag.


  15. A) Give him a lift.

  B) Find Alfred Foster.

  C) Check the passenger list.

  D) Search all suspicious cars.


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 16 to 18 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  16. A) They think travel has become a trend.

  B) They think travel gives them their money's worth.

  C) They find many of the banks untrustworthy.

  D) They lack the expertise to make capital investments.


  17. A) Lower their prices to attract more customers.

  B) Introduce travel packages for young travelers.

  C) Design programs targeted at retired couples.

  D) Launch a new program of adventure trips.


  18. A) The role of travel agents.

  B) The way people travel.

  C) The number of last-minute bookings.

  D) The prices of polar expeditions.


  Passage Two


  Questions 19 to 21 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  19. A) The old stereotypes about men and women.

  B) The changing roles played by men and women.

  C) The division of labor between men and women.

  D) The widespread prejudice against women.


  20. A) Offer more creative and practical ideas than men.

  B) Ask questions that often lead to controversy.

  C) Speak loudly enough to attract attention.

  D) Raise issues on behalf of women.


  21. A) To prove that she could earn her living as a gardener.

  B) To show that women are more hardworking than men.

  C) To show that women are capable of doing what men do.

  D) To prove that she was really irritated with her husband.


  Passage Three


  Questions 22 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.


  22. A) Covering major events of the day in the city.

  B) Reporting criminal offenses in Greenville.

  C) Hunting news for the daily headlines.

  D) Writing articles on family violence.


  23. A) It is a much safer place than it used to be.

  B) Rapes rarely occur in the downtown areas.

  C) Assaults often happen on school campuses.

  D) It has fewer violent crimes than big cities.


  24. A) There are a wide range of cases.

  B) They are very destructive.

  C) There has been a rise in such crimes.

  D) They have aroused fear among the residents.


  25. A) Write about something pleasant.

  B) Do some research on local politics.

  C) Offer help to crime victims.

  D) Work as a newspaper editor.


  Section C


  Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.


  In America, people are faced with more and more decisions every day, whether it's picking one of 31 ice cream (26) __________ or deciding whether and when to get married. That sounds like a great thing. But as a recent study has shown, too many choices can make us (27) __________, unhappy—even paralyzed with indecision.


  That's (28) __________ true when it comes to the workplace, says Barry Schwartz, an author of six books about human (29) __________. Students are graduating with (30) __________ skills and interests, but often find themselves (31) __________ when it comes to choosing an ultimate career goal.


  In a study, Schwartz observed decision-making among college students during their (32) __________ year. Based on answers to questions regarding their (33) __________ and career decisions, he divided the students into two groups: “maximizers” who consider every possible option, and “satisficers” who look until they find an option that is good enough.


  You might expect that the students who had undertaken the most exhausted search would be the most satisfied with their final decisions. But it turns out that's not true. Schwartz found that while maximizers (34) __________ better paying jobs than satisficers on average, they weren't as happy with their decision.


  The reason why these people feel less satisfied is that a world of possibilities may also be a world of (35) __________ opportunities. When you look at every possible option, you tend to focus more on what was given up than what was gained. After surveying every option, a person is more acutely aware of the opportunities they had to turn down to pursue just one career.


  


Part III　Reading Comprehension　(40 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Section A


  Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.


  Questions 36 to 45 are based on the following passage.


  Children are natural-born scientists. They have 　36　 minds, and they aren't afraid to admit they don't know something. Most of them, 　37　, lose this as they get older. They become self-conscious and don't want to appear stupid. Instead of finding things out for themselves they make 　38　 that often turn out to be wrong.


  So it's not a case of getting kids interested in science. You just have to avoid killing the 　39　 for learning that they were born with. It's no coincidence that kids start deserting science once it becomes formalised. Children naturally have a blurred approach to 　40　 knowledge. They see learning about science or biology or cooking as all part of the same act—it's all learning. It's only because of the practicalities of education that you have to start breaking down the curriculum into specialist subjects. You need to have specialist teachers who 　41　 what they know. Thus once they enter school, children begin to define subjects and erect boundaries that needn't otherwise exist.


  Dividing subjects into science, maths, English, etc. is something we do for 　42　. In the end it's all learning, but many children today 　43　 themselves from a scientific education. They think science is for scientists, not for them.


  Of course we need to specialise 　44　. Each of us has only so much time on Earth, so we can't study everything. At 5 years old, our field of knowledge and 　45　 is broad, covering anything from learning to walk to learning to count. Gradually it narrows down so that by the time we are 45, it might be one tiny little corner within science.


  
    A) accidentally

    B) acquiring

    C) assumptions

    D) convenience

    E) eventually

    F) exclude

    G) exertion

    H) exploration

    I) formulas

    J) ignite

    K) impart

    L) inquiring

    M) passion

    N) provoking

    O) unfortunately

  


  Section B


  Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2.


  Meaning Is Healthier Than Happiness


  A) For at least the last decade, the happiness craze has been building. In the last three months alone, over 1,000 books on happiness were released on Amazon, including Happy Money, Happy-People-Pills For All, and, for those just starting out, Happiness for Beginners.


  B) One of the consistent claims of books like these is that happiness is associated with all sorts of good life outcomes, including—most promisingly—good health. Many studies have noted the connection between a happy mind and a healthy body—the happier we are, the better health outcomes we seem to have. In an overview of 150 studies on this topic, researchers put it like this: “Inductions of well-being lead to healthy functioning, and inductions of ill-being lead to compromised health.”


  C) But a new study, just published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) challenges the rosy picture. Happiness may not be as good for the body as researchers thought. It might even be bad.


  D) Of course, it's important to first define happiness. A few months ago, I wrote a piece called “There's More to Life Than Being Happy” about a psychology study that dug into what happiness really means to people. It specifically explored the difference between a meaningful life and a happy life.


  E) It seems strange that there would be a difference at all. But the researchers, who looked at a large sample of people over a month-long period, found that happiness is associated with selfish “taking” behavior and that having a sense of meaning in life is associated with selfless “giving” behavior.


  F) “Happiness without meaning characterizes a relatively shallow, self-absorbed or even selfish life, in which things go well, needs and desires are easily satisfied, and complicated relationships are avoided,” the authors of the study wrote. “If anything, pure happiness is linked to not helping others in need.” While being happy is about feeling good, meaning is derived from contributing to others or to society in a bigger way. As Roy Baumeister, one of the researchers, told me, “Partly what we do as human beings is to take care of others and contribute to others. This makes life meaningful but it does not necessarily make us happy.”


  G) The new PNAS study also sheds light on the difference between meaning and happiness, but on the biological level. Barbara Fredrickson, a psychological researcher at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, and Steve Cole, a genetics and psychiatry (精神病学) researcher at UCLA, examined the self-reported levels of happiness and meaning in 80 research subjects.


  H) Happiness was defined, as in the earlier study, by feeling good. The researchers measured happiness by asking subjects questions like “How often did you feel happy?” “How often did you feel interested in life?” and “How often did you feel satisfied?” The more strongly people endorsed these measures of “hedonic （享乐主义的） well-being,” or pleasure, the higher they scored on happiness.


  I) Meaning was defined as an orientation to something bigger than the self. They measured meaning by asking questions like “How often did you feel that your life has a sense of direction or meaning to it?” and “How often did you feel that you had something to contribute to society?” The more people endorsed these measures of “eudaimonic （幸福论的） well-being” —or, simply put, virtue—the more meaning they felt in life.


  J) After noting the sense of meaning and happiness that each subject had, Fredrickson and Cole, with their research colleagues, looked at the ways certain genes expressed themselves in each of the participants. Like neuroscientists who use fMRI （功能磁共振成像） scanning to determine how regions in the brain respond to different stimuli, Cole and Fredrickson are interested in how the body, at the genetic level, responds to feelings of happiness and meaning.


  K) Cole's past work has linked various kinds of chronic adversity to a particular gene expression pattern. When people feel lonely, are grieving the loss of a loved one, or are struggling to make ends meet, their bodies go into threat mode. This triggers the activation of a stress-related gene pattern that has two features: an increase in the activity of pro-inflammatory （促炎症的） genes and a decrease in the activity of genes involved in anti-viral responses.


  L) Cole and Fredrickson found that people who are happy but have little to no sense of meaning in their lives have the same gene expression patterns as people who are responding to and enduring chronic adversity. That is, the bodies of these happy people are preparing them for bacterial threats by activating the pro-inflammatory response. Chronic inflammation is, of course, associated with major illnesses like heart disease and various cancers.


  M) “Empty positive emotions” —like the kind people experience during manic (狂喜的） episodes or artificially induced euphoria （欣快） from alcohol and drugs—“are about as good for you as adversity,” says Fredrickson.


  N) It's important to understand that for many people, a sense of meaning and happiness in life overlap; many people score jointly high (or jointly low) on the happiness and meaning measures in the study. But for many others, there is a dissonance （不一致） —they feel that they are low on happiness and high on meaning or that their lives are very high in happiness, but low in meaning. This last group, which has the gene expression pattern associated with adversity, formed 75 percent of study participants. Only one quarter of the study participants had what the researchers call “eudaimonic predominance” —that is, their sense of meaning outpaced their feelings of happiness.


  O) This is too bad given the more beneficial gene expression pattern associated with meaningfulness. People whose levels of happiness and meaning line up, and people who have a strong sense of meaning but are not necessarily happy, showed a de-activation of the adversity stress response. Their bodies were not preparing them for the bacterial infections that we get when we are alone or in trouble, but for the viral infections we get when surrounded by a lot of other people.


  P) Fredrickson's past research, described in her two books, Positivity and Love 2.0, has mapped the benefits of positive emotions in individuals. She has found that positive emotions broaden a person's perspective and help protect people against adversity. So it was surprising to her that hedonic well-being, which is associated with positive emotions and pleasure, did so badly in this study compared with eudaimonic well-being.


  Q) “It's not the amount of hedonic happiness that's a problem,” Fredrickson tells me, “It's that it's not matched by eudaimonic well-being. It's great when both are in step. But if you have more hedonic well-being than would be expected, that's when this [gene] pattern that's similar to adversity emerged.”


  R) The terms hedonism and eudaimonism bring to mind the great philosophical debate, which has shaped Western civilization for over 2,000 years, about the nature of the good life. Does happiness lie in feeling good, as hedonists think, or in doing and being good, as Aristotle and his intellectual descendants, the virtue ethicists （伦理学家）, think? From the evidence of this study, it seems that feeling good is not enough. People need meaning to thrive. In the words of Carl Jung, “The least of things with a meaning is worth more in life than the greatest of things without it.” Jung's wisdom certainly seems to apply to our bodies, if not also to our hearts and our minds.


  46. The author's recent article examined how a meaningful life is different from a happy life.


  47. It should be noted that many people feel their life is both happy and meaningful.


  48. According to one survey, there is a close relationship between hedonic well-being measures and high scores on happiness.


  49. According to one of the authors of a new study, what makes life meaningful may not make people happy.


  50. Experiments were carried out to determine our body's genetic expression of feelings of happiness and meaning.


  51. A new study claims happiness may not contribute to health.


  52. According to the researchers, taking makes for happiness while giving adds meaning to life.


  53. Evidence from research shows that it takes meaning for people to thrive.


  54. With regard to gene expression patterns, happy people with little or no sense of meaning in life are found to be similar to those suffering from chronic adversity.


  55. Most books on happiness today assert that happiness is beneficial to health.


  Section C


  Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.


  Passage One


  Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage.


  Nothing succeeds in business books like the study of success. The current business-book boom was launched in 1982 by Tom Peters and Robert Waterman with In Search of Excellence. The trend has continued with a succession of experts and would-be experts who promise to distil the essence of excellence into three (or five or seven) simple rules.


  The Three Rules is a self-conscious contribution to this type of writing; it even includes a bibliography of “success studies”. Michael Raynor and Mumtaz Ahmed work for a consultancy, Deloitte, that is determined to turn itself into more of a thought-leader and less a corporate repairman. They employ all the tricks of the success books. They insist that their conclusions are “measurable and actionable”—guides to behaviour rather than analysis for its own sake. Success authors usually serve up vivid stories about how exceptional businesspeople stamped their personalities on a company or rescued it from a life-threatening crisis. Messrs Raynor and Ahmed are happier chewing the numbers: they provide detailed appendices on “calculating the elements of advantage” and “detailed analysis”.


  The authors spent five years studying the behaviour of their 344 “exceptional companies”, only to come up at first with nothing. Every hunch （直觉） led to a blind alley and every hypothesis to a dead end. It was only when they shifted their attention from how companies behave to how they think that they began to make sense of their voluminous material.


  Management is all about making difficult tradeoffs in conditions that are always uncertain and often fast-changing. But exceptional companies approach these tradeoffs with two simple rules in mind, sometimes consciously, sometimes unconsciously. First: better before cheaper. Companies are more likely to succeed in the long run if they compete on quality or performance than on price. Second: revenue before cost. Companies have more to gain in the long run from driving up revenue than by driving down costs.


  Most success studies suffer from two faults. There is “the halo （光环） effect”, whereby good performance leads commentators to attribute all manner of virtues to anything and everything the company does. These virtues then suddenly become vices when the company fails. Messrs Raynor and Ahmed work hard to avoid these mistakes by studying large bodies of data over several decades. But they end up embracing a different error: stating the obvious. Most businesspeople will not be surprised to learn that it is better to find a profitable niche （隙缝市场） and focus on boosting your revenues than to compete on price and cut your way to success. The difficult question is how to find that profitable niche and protect it. There, The Three Rules is less useful.


  56. What kind of business books are most likely to sell well?


  A) Books on excellence.

  B) Guides to management.

  C) Books on business rules.

  D) Analyses of market trends.


  57. What does the author imply about books on success so far?


  A) They help businessmen one way or another.

  B) They are written by well-recognised experts.

  C) They more or less fall into the same stereotype.

  D) They are based on analyses of corporate leaders.


  58. How does The Three Rules differ from other success books according to the passage?


  A) It focuses on the behaviour of exceptional businessmen.

  B) It bases its detailed analysis on large amounts of data.

  C) It offers practicable advice to businessmen.

  D) It draws conclusions from vivid examples.


  59. What does the passage say contributes to the success of exceptional companies?


  A) Focus on quality and revenue.

  B) Management and sales promotion.

  C) Lower production costs and competitive prices.

  D) Emphasis on after-sale service and maintenance.


  60. What is the author's comment on The Three Rules?


  A) It can help to locate profitable niches.

  B) It has little to offer to businesspeople.

  C) It is noted for its detailed data analysis.

  D) It fails to identify the keys to success.


  Passage Two


  Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.


  Until recently, the University of Kent prided itself on its friendly image. Not any more. Over the past few months it has been working hard, with the help of media consultants, to play down its cosy reputation in favour of something more academic and serious.


  Kent is not alone in considering an image revamp （翻新）. Changes to next year's funding regime are forcing universities to justify charging students up to ￡9,000 in fees.


  Nowadays universities are putting much more of a focus on their brands and what their value propositions are. While in the past universities have often focused on student social life and attractions of the university town in recruitment campaigns, they are now concentrating on more tangible （实在的） attractions, such as employment prospects, engagement with industry, and lecturer contact hours, making clear exactly what students are going to get for their money.


  The problem for universities is that if those benefits fail to materialise, students notice. That worries Rob Behrens, who deals with student complaints. “Universities need to be extremely careful in describing what's going to happen to students,” he says. “As competition is going to get greater for attracting gifted students, there is a danger that universities will go the extra mile.”


  One university told prospective engineering students they would be able to design a car and race it at Brands Hatch, which never happened, he says. Others have promised use of sophisticated equipment that turned out to be broken or unavailable. “If universities spent as much money on handling complaints and appeals appropriately as they spend on marketing, they would do better at keeping students, and in the National Student Survey returns,” he says.


  Ongoing research tracking prospective 2012 students suggests that they are not only becoming more sophisticated in thinking about what they want from a university, but are also spending more time researching evidence to back up institutional claims.


  Hence the growing importance of the student survey. From next September, all institutions will also be expected to publish on their websites key information sets, allowing easier comparison between institutions, between promises and reality, and the types of jobs and salaries graduates go on to.


  As a result, it is hardly surprising that universities are beginning to change the way they market themselves. While the best form of marketing for institutions is to be good at what they do, they also need to be clear about how they are different from others.


  And it is vital that once an institution claims to be particularly good at something, it must live up to it. The moment you position yourself, you become exposed, and if you fail in that you are in trouble.


  61. What was the University of Kent famous for?


  A) Its comfortable campus life.

  B) Its up-to-date course offerings.

  C) Its distinguished teaching staff.

  D) Its diverse academic programmes.


  62. What are universities trying to do to attract students?


  A) Improve their learning environment.

  B) Offer more scholarships to the gifted.

  C) Upgrade their campus facilities.

  D) Present a better academic image.


  63. What does Rob Behrens suggest universities do in marketing themselves?


  A) Publicise the achievements of their graduates.

  B) Go to extra lengths to cater to students' needs.

  C) Refrain from making promises they cannot honour.

  D) Survey the expectations of their prospective students.


  64. What is students' chief consideration in choosing a university?


  A) Whether it promises the best job prospects.

  B) Whether it is able to deliver what they want.

  C) Whether it ranks high among similar institutions.

  D) Whether it offers opportunities for practical training.


  65. What must universities show to win recruitment campaigns?


  A) They are positioned to meet the future needs of society.

  B) They are responsible to students for their growth.

  C) They are ever ready to improve themselves.

  D) They are unique one way or another.


  


Part IV　Translation　(30 minutes)


  【答案链接】


  Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to translate a passage from Chinese into English. You should write your answer on Answer Sheet 2.


  反映在艺术和文学中的乡村生活理想是中国文明的重要特征。这在很大程度上归功于道家（Taoist）对自然的情感。传统中国画有两个最受青睐的主题，一是家庭生活的各种幸福场景，画中往往有老人在饮茶下棋，男人在耕耘收割，妇女在织布缝衣，小孩在户外玩耍。另一个则是乡村生活的种种乐趣，画有渔夫在湖上打渔，农夫在山上砍柴采药，或是书生坐在松树下吟诗作画。这两个主题可以分别代表儒家（Confucian）和道家的生活理想。


  答案速查


  Part II　Listening Comprehension


  1. C

  2. B

  3. C

  4. A

  5. A

  6. D

  7. A

  8. A

  9. C

  10. C

  11. A

  12. C

  13. D

  14. D

  15. B

  16. B

  17. D

  18. B

  19. B

  20. A

  21. C

  22. B

  23. D

  24. A

  25. A

  26. flavors

  27. confused

  28. particularly

  29. behavior

  30. a variety of

  31. overwhelmed

  32. senior

  33. job-hunting strategies

  34. ended up with

  35. missed


  Part III　Reading Comprehension


  36. L

  37. O

  38. C

  39. M

  40. B

  41. K

  42. D

  43. F

  44. E

  45. H

  46. D

  47. N

  48. H

  49. F

  50. J

  51. C

  52. E

  53. R

  54. L

  55. B

  56. A

  57. C

  58. C

  59. A

  60. B

  61. A

  62. D

  63. C

  64. B

  65. D


  Part IV　Translation


  The ideal rural life reflected in the art and literature is an important characteristic of Chinese civilization. It is largely attributed to the Taoists' affection to nature. There are two most preferred themes in traditional Chinese paintings. One kind depicts various happy scenes of family life in which usually the elderly drink tea and play chess; young men farm and harvest in the fields; women weave or sew clothes and kids play outdoors. The other depicts various recreations of rural life. In these paintings, fishermen fish on the lake; farmers cut firewood or collect herbs on the hills, or scholars compose poems or paint under pine trees. These two themes can represent the ideal life of Confucianism and Taoism respectively.
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