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中国广告的种族歧视

一则中国的洗衣液广告，在西方媒体的转载之下，引发大量关于种族歧视的指控。制造商不得不改变几日前的说法，周六（5月28日）发表道歉声明。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

detergent 清洁剂；去垢剂[dɪ'tɜːdʒ(ə)nt]

withdraw 撤退；收回[wɪð'drɔː]

denounce 谴责；告发[dɪ'naʊns]

racism 种族歧视；人种偏见['reɪsɪz(ə)m]

discrimination 歧视；区别[dɪ,skrɪmɪ'neɪʃ(ə)n]

amplifying 放大的['æmpli,faiiŋ]

portrayal 描绘；画像[pɔː'treɪəl]

exploitative 剥削的；利用的[ɪk'splɒɪtətɪv]

beacon 灯塔['biːk(ə)n]

postcolonial 殖民地时期之后的[pəʊs(t)kə'ləʊnɪəl]

woo 求爱；恳求[wuː]

Jim Crow laws 《吉姆·克劳法》（泛指1876年至1965年间美国南部各州以及边境各州对有色人种实行种族隔离制度的法律。）

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Chinese company withdraws detergent advert after racism outcry （438words）

By Lucy Hornby in Beijing and agencies

-----------------------------------------------------

A Chinese detergent maker has apologised and withdrawn an advertisement that went viral worldwide for all the wrong reasons.

Shanghai Leishang Comestics’ advert for Qiaobi detergent featured a young Chinese woman popping a paint-splattered African suitor into a washing machine. The machine whirrs away and, to her delight, he emerges as a Chinese man in a sparkling white T-shirt. Picked up by social media and the international press, the commercial was denounced for its casual racism.

In a statement over the weekend, Leishang said it took responsibility for the advert’s content, saying it it strongly shunned and condemned racial discrimination, although it blamed foreign media for amplifying the controversy over the commercial, which first appeared on Chinese social media in March.

“We express our apology for the harm caused to the African people because of the spread of the ad and the over-amplification by the media,” it said. “We sincerely hope the public and the media will not over-read it.”

A company employee known only as Mr Wang had previously told The Global Times, the Chinese newspaper, that the critics were “too sensitive,” and the issue of racial discrimination never came up during the production of the video.

The unwelcome publicity undermines China’s portrayal of itself as a benevolent partner for Africa, the Caribbean and the Middle East, free of the exploitative and racist legacy of the European colonial powers.

President Xi Jinping has relaunched a diplomatic initiative that recalls China’s role as a beacon for unaligned countries during the Cold War. Respooling this reading of China as an advocate for poorer countries and an alternative to the US comes after a decade of unprecedented outbound investment in resources and infrastructure.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Chinese diplomats led by former premier Zhou Enlai prided themselves on their ties to postcolonial states in Africa and the Middle East. In the same era, Jim Crow laws in the US barred dark-skinned diplomats from hotels and golf courses, tarnishing Washington’s efforts to woo newly independent states away from allying with the Soviet Union.

The advert was also criticised on Chinese social media after it came to the world’s attention. It was aired in China for several months without comment before being picked up by expats living in China.

Its music and sequences closely resemble an Italian detergent commercial broadcast about nine years ago, but which has a different twist. In the Italian version, a put-upon women doing the laundry late at night stuffs her gawky Italian boyfriend into the washing machine and is delighted when a muscular black man emerges. “Coloured is Better” reads the tagline for Coloreria detergent.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Who showed up after the machine whirrs away in the advertisement?

A. an African man with clean clothes

B. a Chinese man with clean clothes

C. a muscular black man with clean clothes

D. a Chinese man with soiled clothes

答案

2. Who were blamed by the detergent maker for amplifying the controversy over the commercial?

A. foreign media

B. Chinese social media

C. African people

D. the design company

答案

3. What is the China’s role for unaligned countries during the Cold War?

A. sunshine

B. space center

C. Right-hand man

D. lighthouse

答案

4. What is the significant difference between the advertisement and Italian version?

A. twist

B. music

C. sequences

D. production

答案
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征税能否让人更加健康？

一些亚洲的苏打水消费大国准备给气泡水征税，以此来降低此类产品引起健康问题的概率。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

diabetes 糖尿病[,daɪə'biːtiːz]

detrimental 有害的[,detrɪ'ment(ə)l]

ramp up 加大

consistent 一致的[kən'sɪst(ə)nt]

aggregate 合计['ægrɪgət; (for v.) ˈægrɪgeɪt]

levy 征税['levɪ]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Asian nations get sweet on soda taxes（721words）

By Avantik Chilkoti a in Jakarta

-----------------------------------------------------

Some of Asia’s biggest soda-guzzling nations are preparing to impose taxes on fizzy drinks, following similar moves in France, certain US states and Mexico.

The $560bn global soda industry has come under attack worldwide as doctors and policymakers fret about the mounting toll — on health as well as government coffers — of obesity and diabetes.

Many liken the threat to the industry of greater taxes and regulation with curbs on tobacco — and they could prove just as detrimental to the likes of Pepsi, Coca-Cola and other fizzy drink manufacturers.

However, while cigarette makers have mitigated the impact of regulatory burdens in the rich world by ramping up sales in emerging markets, moves in Asia suggest the war on sugar may prove more globally consistent.

Governments are looking to implement some form of sugar tax in Indonesia, India and the Philippines, where the soft drinks industry is worth an aggregate $18bn according to Euromonitor — a vast potential market still only a fifth of the size of that of western Europe.

Proposals are most advanced in the Philippines, where the House of Representatives is set to rule on introducing a 10 per cent excise tax on all sugar-sweetened drinks.

“In India and Southeast Asia the prevalence [of obesity] is lower but the increase in prevalence over the past decade in many cases is alarming,” says Bruce Lee at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Discussions are at an earlier stage in Indonesia, which scrapped a “luxury tax” on sweetened drinks in 2004, and India, where a government committee led by chief economic adviser Arvind Subramanian recommended a 40 per cent levy in December.

Drinks makers are braced for a big dent in sales if the measures go through. Mexico, which introduced a tax on sugary drinks and junk food two years ago, has become the benchmark for other emerging markets. The measures reduced sales by 12 per cent by the end of the first year and raised more than $2bn in tax receipts.

Analysts caution that any new measures in Asia could have other unwanted consequences, however, deterring investments from multinational groups that governments have been eager to attract.

Some warn that the new measures in India let domestic brands off the hook. The added duty targets aerated drinks, a category dominated by multinationals such as Pepsi and Coca-Cola; packaged juices, which are largely produced by local players such as market leader Dabur, would not be affected.

“The agenda is not transparent and my hunch is there is an element of protectionism,” says Saurabh Mukherjea at Ambit Capital, the Mumbai-based brokerage.

Coca-Cola in India has slammed the suggested taxes as detrimental to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Make in India campaign to draw foreign investors to the country, adding that the group and its bottling partners create employment for about 200,000 people.

In Indonesia, where producers are already battling slowing growth and currency volatility, the proposed taxes are expected to deal a blow to the industry. New brands such as Peruvian Big Cola have heightened competition and industry lobby groups say any additional tax would throttle the market.

“The category is still very small,” says Triyono Prijosoesilo at the Association of Indonesian Soft Drink Producers. “People change their choice of beverage easily — if they feel that a packaged tea becomes very expensive, they can switch into water or non-packaged beverages.”

Industry analysts further question whether a tax would deter sweet-toothed Indians and Indonesians who tend to add large quantities of sugar to traditional unpackaged drinks.

“Even tea in Indonesia is with sugar,” says Ade Elimin at PwC in Jakarta. “Indonesians love sugar — they like sweet drinks.

In India 70m adults have diabetes, the world’s highest number behind China.

Experts warn that the associated healthcare costs can be ruinous. World Health Organisation estimates suggest the family of a low-income Indian adult with diabetes could spend as much as 25 per cent of their income on diabetes care.

With growing evidence of the harms of sweetened food and drink, experts emphasise the importance of discouraging consumption when the industry is still fledgling — as it is in much of emerging Asia.

“There is evidence that sugar is both an acquired taste and potentially addictive,” says Mr Lee at Johns Hopkins. “It is best to act before you even acquire the habit.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why global soda industry is under attack?

A. The discrimination in recruiting.

B. The industry has bad impact to environment.

C. The price of them is too high.

D. The drinks are harmful to health.

答案

2. What is the influence of increased tax rate in Mexico?

A. The sales reduced 12 percent by the end of first year

B. The influence is slight

C. The sales reduced 30 percent

D. The sales increased 10pecent

答案

3. How many adults in Indonesia have diabetes?

A. 120million

B. 70million

C. 30million

D. 100million

答案

4. Which factor is not true according to article?

A. Indonesians love sugar and sweet drinks

B. Sugar is both an acquired taste and potentially addictive

C. The cost of associated healthcare can be ruinous

D. The taxation can reduce the consumption of Sugar in Indonesia certainly

答案
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“四大”未来的招聘模式？

“四大”的福利待遇令不少毕业生心驰神往，然而是否真像预测的那样：大型审计机构将减少招聘应届毕业生？而与此同时，哪一领域的应届毕业生却越来越吃香？想进“四大”，或许本文会给你启发。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

audit 审计；[审计] 查账['ɔːdɪt]

mundane 世俗的，平凡的['mʌndeɪn; mʌn'deɪn]

entry-level 入门的；初级的

adoption 采用；收养；接受[ə'dɒpʃ(ə)n]

interrogate 审问；质问[ɪn'terəgeɪt]

“四大”：普华永道（PwC）、德勤（DTT）、毕马威（KPMG）、安永（EY）

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Technology transforms Big Four hiring practices （506words）

By Harriet Agnew

-----------------------------------------------------

The Big Four professional services firms — among the largest employers of graduates globally — are drastically rethinking their hiring practices as technology transforms the way companies are audited.

As parts of the audit process are automated, and firms embrace artificial intelligence, much of the mundane administrative work often given to entry-level employees is being eliminated. This has led to predictions of a significant fall in graduate recruitment at some of the biggest auditors.

“Over time our graduate needs are coming down,” said Steve Varley, chairman and managing partner for the UK and Ireland at EY. “We hired 650 graduates in 2010 and 1,200 graduates in 2015. Given the rate at which technology is speeding up audit, that number could drop by 50 per cent in 2020.”

At the same time, the increasing adoption of technology means graduates with skills in areas such as data analytics and computer sciences are in high demand.

Over the medium term, the hiring model of the professional services firms will change dramatically, according to Jim Peterson, a US-based accounting specialist and author. “Firms will no longer need armies of junior staff but instead will need the best algorithm design geeks in the world,” he said. “They will audit large companies with a team that can fit into a conference room, rather than occupying an entire office tower.”

As firms embrace data analytics, a big challenge is making sure they have the right balance of skills.

Adrian Stone, UK head of audit at KPMG, said: “We’re not at the stage of computers replacing people. Right now the challenge is to make sure we have the correct balance of people who will do the interpreting and people who will make sure computers are set up to interrogate properly.”

Jon Raphael, chief innovation officer at Deloitte in New York said the firm was “starting to hire more specialists to help with data analysis and data acquisition”.

The greater emphasis on technology skills means firms may have to cast the net wider during their hiring search, putting them head to head with tech groups such as Apple and Alphabet.

Stephen Griggs, managing partner of audit and risk advisory at Deloitte UK, said: “We may have to start recruiting from technology companies. In the modern world these guys will be hot talent so they will be an expensive resource.”

William Kring, a senior academic researcher at Boston University also said he expected to see “a greater emphasis on the IT background of the applicants from business schools”.

“I would expect recruiters to focus increasingly on the analytical ability of the auditors,” he said.

James Chalmers, head of assurance at PwC, which is a top three graduate employer in the UK, did not believe the number of graduates the firm hired would decrease.

“If you take the view that this is the fourth industrial revolution we think the increased adoption of technology and artificial intelligence creates opportunities around solving new and different problems,” he said. “We think that will fuel growth for the business”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What phenomenon led to predictions of a significant fall in graduate recruitment at Big Four?

A. increased cost of entry-level employees

B. unrealistic job intension

C. popularization of artificial intelligence

D. change of policy

答案

2. What could help graduates to join the Big Four as mentioned?

A. high education

B. study abroad experience

C. abundant human resources

D. with skills in data analytics computer sciences

答案

3. What is the big challenge, as firms embrace data analytics?

A. the right balance of skills

B. a conference room

C. shortage of design geeks

D. competition with technology companies

答案

4. Why James Chalmers did not believe the number of graduates the firm hired would decrease?

A. few companies accept the new technology

B. we are not at the stage of computers replacing people

C. technology companies control the world

D. more opportunities around solving new and different problems

答案
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垃圾食品广告加剧儿童肥胖？

肉块碰撞时溅出的肉汁、厚重饱满的浓浓芝士、色彩斑斓的糖果、还有在唇边咯吱脆响的薯片......专家表示，即使只看过一次，孩子对广告内容展现了惊人的记忆力。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

unveiled 裸露的，公开的[,ʌn'veɪld]

ideological 意识形态的[,aɪdɪəʊ'lɒdʒɪkəl]

diabetes 糖尿病[,daɪə'biːtiːz]

Budapest 布达佩斯（匈牙利的首都）

epidemic 传染性的[epɪ'demɪk]

crackdown 镇压，取缔['krækdaʊn]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Child obsesity prompts Hunt to seek curbs on TV junk food adverts （597words）

By Jim Pickard, Henry Mance and Sarah Neville

-----------------------------------------------------

Jeremy Hunt, the health secretary, is pushing for restrictions on the advertising of junk food to children, to the alarm of broadcasters who fear this could cost them hundreds of millions of pounds a year.

Mr Hunt has pressed Downing Street to introduce the measures as part of a childhood obesity strategy, which will be unveiled within weeks.

But John Whittingdale, the culture secretary, has voiced concerns on behalf of the broadcasting industry. “Jeremy is pushing for this and John has been hesitant, that’s not his natural ideological position,” said one ally.

There is rising concern over the impact of obesity on the fragile finances of the National Health Service, with Simon Stevens, chief executive of NHS England, describing it as “the new smoking”.

Obesity costs the NHS £5.1bn a year and 40,000 deaths are linked to people being overweight or obese. Treating diabetes alone costs about 10 per cent of the NHS’s annual budget.

Health professionals are particularly worried about rising obesity among children: a third of 11-year-olds are overweight or obese, according to government figures.

David Cameron has repeatedly dismissed the idea of a new tax on sugary drinks as an intervention too far. Speaking in Budapest on Thursday, the prime minister said he would rather avoid imposing extra taxes on the industry.

But Mr Cameron insisted that the government needed to tackle an epidemic of obesity because of its impact on heart disease and cancer rates.

“I don’t really want to put new taxes on to anything but we do have to recognise that we face . . . an obesity crisis,” he said. “We do need to have a fully worked-up programme to deal with this problem.”

That programme will call for the industry to develop more alternative low-sugar products.

It is also expected to include a crackdown on the advertising of junk food on family programmes.

Since 2006, TV programmes that are disproportionately watched by children — such as Peppa Pig — cannot be accompanied by advertising for products that are high in fat, salt or sugar.

Commercial broadcasters have been lobbying against a stricter policy — in particular a total ban on junk food advertising before 9pm, which could cost them “a couple of hundred million” pounds a year in revenue, according to the Advertising Association.

Such a ban would have a particular impact on ITV, which accounts for more than two-fifths of Britain’s TV advertising sales.

Broadcasters and advertisers argue there is little evidence a total ban on junk food advertising before 9pm would reduce obesity among children. They have also said investment in TV shows would fall if the measure were introduced.

Spending on children’s television by public service broadcasters has fallen by 95 per cent since 2003, partly owing to existing advertising restrictions, according to trade body Pact.

Instead of stricter TV rules, the Advertising Association has promised to extend current limits on junk-food advertising to other outlets, such as YouTube, which it says accounts for most of marketing spending.

The government refused to comment.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is “the new smoking” hinting, as the chief executive of NHS England said?

A. obesity costs

B. bad habit

C. a new selling point

D. dispute between culture and health

答案

2. How many 11-year-olds are overweight or obese, according to government figures?

A. 10%

B. 50%

C. 90%

D. 33%

答案

3. Why Mr. Cameron insisted that the government needed to tackle an epidemic of obesity?

A. diminution of vision

B. easy to tooth decay

C. increased prevalence of heart disease and cancer

D. heavier financial burden

答案

4. Which one was not mentioned in food marketed by Labour’s proposal?

A. aginomoto

B. fat

C. salt

D. sugar

答案
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媒介会不会影响大选

社交平台的“热门话题”如何排序一直是一个争议焦点，近日，Facebook同时依靠软件和人工的做法浮出水面，但同时也引来筛选话题有政治倾向的批评。这一话题的背后，其实是对FB影响力的担心，和对“媒介会不会影响大选”这一问题的再次辩论。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Trending Topics 热门话题

accusation 控告，指控；谴责[ækjʊ'zeɪʃ(ə)n]

algorithm 算法，运算法则['ælgərɪð(ə)m]

barometer 气压计；晴雨表[bə'rɒmɪtə]

terminology 术语学；用辞[,tɜːmɪ'nɒlədʒɪ]

prominence 突出；显著['prɒmɪnəns]

inquiry 调查；质询[ɪn'kwaɪrɪ]

implementation 实现；履行[ɪmplɪmen'teɪʃ(ə)n]

conservative 保守派，守旧者[kən'sɜːvətɪv]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Facebook makes changes to its Trending Topics team （375words）

By Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco

-----------------------------------------------------

Facebook has made changes to how its Trending Topics team functions, in response to accusation that it has previously suppressed rightwing news and views that were popular on the platform.

In a letter responding to a Republican senator’s questions about Trending Topics, Facebook wrote that it would stop using a list of top-10 media outlets as a barometer for the importance of a story and would abandon a list of a thousand sources it relied upon to identify news.

After conducting an internal investigation, the social network also pledged to institute “additional controls and oversight” around the team that oversees the algorithm compiling the list of popular stories on the site.

Facebook said it had already updated the “terminology” in its guidelines, so it no longer talks about “injecting” or “boosting” topics, but instead says “topic correction”, for rewriting headlines, and “prominence”, for deciding if a story is national or major. It has provided refresher training for all topic reviewers.

“Our investigation has revealed no evidence of systematic political bias in the selection or prominence of stories included in the Trending Topics feature,” wrote Colin Stretch, Facebook’s general counsel in the letter to Republican senator John Thune.

“At the same time, as you would expect with an inquiry of this nature, our investigation could not exclude the possibility of isolated improper actions or unintentional bias in the implementation of our guidelines or policies.”

Facebook has come under pressure to explain how the Trending Topics team works after a report in technology blog Gizmodo claimed that reviewers, meant to be objectively overseeing an algorithm, were actually encouraged to exclude conservative topics from the list.

In the letter, Mr Stretch said that Ted Cruz had been featured in the list more than 160 times, Rand Paul more than 50 times and Mitt Romney more than 40 times. But he did not give comparative figures for people to the left of these politicians.

US conservatives were enraged by the story, with senator Thune writing to demand answers in his position as the chairman of the committee on commerce, science and transportation. Several rightwing commentators also criticised the site. Mark Zuckerberg, chief executive, last week invited several prominent conservatives to Facebook to explain how the feature works.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What did FB do to respond to the questions about Trending Topics?

A. wrote a letter

B. changed team functions

C. hired robots only

D. took a legal action

答案

2. What was FB’s barometer for the importance of a story?

A. opinions of editor

B. media outlets

C. CEO’s decision

D. the number of forwarding

答案

3. Who will receive the letter from Colin Stretch, Facebook’s general counsel?

A. Republican senator John Thune

B. Republican senator Ted Cruz

C. the public

D. existing competitors

答案

4. Who were invited by Zuckerberg to explain how the feature works last week?

A. radicals

B. Jacksonian Democrats

C. conservatives

D. president Obama

答案
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游戏机为何没被淘汰？

人们很早就认为智能手机会抢走主机游戏的生意，而事实上，不仅主机游戏的市场份额在复苏，分析师们还预言它将迎来一个“黄金时代”，那些惊讶于主机游戏长盛不衰的人都应该试着玩一玩。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

lunatic 疯子['luːnətɪk]

underplay 不充分的表演；秘密行动[ʌndə'pleɪ]

gadget 小玩意；小器具['gædʒɪt]

commuter 通勤者[kə'mjuːtə(r)]

genre 类型；种类[ˈʒɒnrə]

epic 史诗的，叙事诗的['epɪk]

impenetrable 不能通过的；顽固的[ɪm'penɪtrəb(ə)l]

bifurcate 分叉的['baɪfəkeɪt]

spectacle 景象；场面['spektək(ə)l]

lag 落后；迟延[læg]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

How consoles survived the rise of the smartphone （657words）

By Helen Lewis

-----------------------------------------------------

In 1925, John Logie Baird wanted to convince the public that his latest invention would be a great success. Unfortunately, when he arrived at the London offices of the Daily Express, his sales pitch was quickly dismissed. “For God’s sake, go down to reception and get rid of a lunatic who’s down there,” a news editor reportedly told staff. “He says he’s got a machine for seeing by wireless.”

This illustrates our inability to predict the appeal of a medium, and particularly the problem of making a judgment without hands-on experience. “Seeing by wireless” sounds impossible — until someone shows you a television set.

And that is why anyone surprised by the continued success of console games, with a revival of market share and analysts forecasting a “golden era” — long after smartphones were supposed to have stolen their business — should try playing a few. Appreciating the difference between the experiences makes it easier to see how they can happily co-exist.

Of course, we should not underplay the explosive rise of mobile gaming. A decade ago, playing a game on the go meant buying a dedicated gadget such as the Nintendo DS or PlayStation Portable. Now commuters tap away on their phones at Candy Crush or Clash of Clans, while answering emails and checking the weather on the same device.

This year, for the first time, mobile games sales are predicted to be higher than those on consoles and PCs. But that is down to the creation of a vast new market, not the cannibalisation of an old one. Many of those playing games on their commute go home and switch on the Xbox One or PlayStation 4.

The two genres are quite distinct. Mobile games are friendlier — not least because their revenue model depends on players sticking with them. They are often free to download, making money from advertising or in-app purchases. They often tend to focus on repetitive puzzles or slow-building strategies, which lend themselves to small pockets of time and imprecise, stab by fingers.

Console games, however, need to justify the purchase of the machine itself, at about £250, and of the game, at £30. So they tend to be epic — sweeping plots, gorgeous graphics, storylines that unfold over many hours. (I have personally saved humanity at least a dozen times, and each time it looked beautiful.) They often deal with war or its peacetime substitute, sport. And they demand precision and dedication, making them almost impenetrable to anyone who did not start playing as a teen.

This brings us back to Baird and his great invention. Television did not kill the movie industry; we did not all decide there was no point going out when we could watch what we wanted at home. Instead, the mediums bifurcated: each focused on content suited to its form. Films, like console games, can do spectacle in a way smaller screens cannot. Captain America is a very different experience from Mad Men. So is Grand Theft Auto from Fruit Ninja.

That also means films and console games are open to the same criticism: their high production values are a barrier to innovation because so few companies can invest the tens of millions it takes to make them. Hollywood is dominated by the Big Six studios, themselves owned by conglomerates, and the top-grossing films of last year — Star Wars Episode VII, Jurassic World and Avengers: Age of Ultron — are all sequels. In games, the 2015 US bestseller list was topped by Call of Duty: Black Ops III (a sequel to a spin-off, no less). Minecraft was the only original title in the top 10.

Even as the console world celebrates confounding its doubters, it should reflect on this. Hollywood studios try to encourage smaller, independent films but the games industry has lagged behind. Expanding the middle of the market, the space between space operas and addictive puzzlers, should be its next big challenge. Where is the Woody Allen of console titles?

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What would replace the game consoles as people thought?

A. smartphones

B. DVDs

C. computers

D. televisions

答案

2. When mobile games sales are predicted to be higher than those on consoles and PCs firstly?

A. 2017

B. 2018

C. 2019

D. 2016

答案

3. Which one is not right about mobile games, compared with console games?

A. their revenue model depends on user agglutinant

B. they often deal with war

C. they often tend to focus on repetitive puzzles

D. they always make money from advertising or in-app purchases

答案

4. What is films and console games’ same criticism, as a barrier to innovation?

A. high production values

B. advertising & publicity expenses

C. complicated making process

D. hard to swallow

答案
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餐桌上的人口老龄化

由于人口老龄化，年轻人和老年人对肉类的喜好不同，本是世界上人均鱼类消费量最大的国家，但2006年，日本餐桌上的肉类已超过海产品。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

tuna 金枪鱼，鲔鱼['tjuːnə]

sashimi 生鱼片['sæʃɪmɪ]

capita 头数（尤指牲口）；总数['kæpɪtə]

stagnant 停滞的；不景气的['stægnənt]

commodity 货物；日用品[kə'mɒdɪtɪ]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Chinese soap opera sends obscure chemical stock soaring （447words）

By Gabriel Wildau in Hong Kong

-----------------------------------------------------

A lossmaking Chinese chemical manufacturer has seen its stock price soar due partly to its resemblance with a fictional company that features as an acquisition target in a popular television soap opera.

Shares in Shanghai-listed Guizhou Redstar Developing Co rose by the maximum 10 per cent daily limit for a third consecutive trading session on Tuesday, a testament to the speculative zeal of Chinese retail investors. Its shares remained suspended on Wednesday and Thursday.

Retail speculators were a major force behind the boom-bust cycle that rocked China’s stock market last year, during which the main index gained 60 per cent through the first roughly five months of the year before falling by 45 per cent in the subsequent nine weeks. By some estimates, retail investors account for 80 per cent of total trading volume.

“Ode to joy”, which premiered on Shanghai-based Dragon TV last month, is something like a Chinese version of “Big Bang Theory” or “Friends”. The show centres around a group of young professional women sharing the same floor of a Shanghai apartment building. A recent storyline feature Andy, a brilliant investor who has returned to Shanghai after working on Wall Street, targeting a fictional company called Redstar Group for acquisition. “You should fully consider Redstar's technological capabilities, especially in the area of 3D multimedia,” she tells employees crafting a takeover plan in episode 37.

The real-life Redstar “primarily provides barium carbonate, strontium carbonate, barium hydroxide, strontium nitrate, strontium chloride, high purity manganese sulphate and sulphur byproducts”, according to its official business description.

Guizhou Redstar's shares have also benefited from rumours in local media that Hong Kong-listed Wanda Commercial Properties was eyeing the company for use as a shell for a backdoor listing on the mainland.

In a filing after market close on Tuesday, Guizhou Redstar, which posted a net loss of Rmb190m last year, denied those rumours, saying that neither the company nor its shareholders were in discussions with Wanda. “The company . . . reminds investors to pay attention to investment risk,” it said, noting that Redstar's price/earnings ratio had reached 434.

So-called “concept stocks” — shares linked to popular investment themes used to drive interest from retail investors — played a key role in last year’s bubble and have a long history in China.

Small-cap companies are favoured targets for speculators because a relatively small amount of investment can produce sharp price movements. Some 53m shares of Redstar changed hands on Tuesday, the biggest day since the stock debuted in 2001. On November 7 2012, following US President Barack Obama’s re-election, shares in refrigerator manufacturer Aucma Co, whose Chinese name resembles the official transliteration of “Obama”, saw its shares spike 4 per cent in afternoon trade.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of food fell 3 per cent last year by FAO?

A. raw and frozen tuna

B. raw and frozen salmon

C. shrimp

D. semi-finished tuna

答案

2. Which one is not mentioned as the reason of the fall in tuna imports in Japan?

A. younger generation opt for meat

B. the weaker yen

C. pollution of the sea

D. competition from salmon

答案

3. Which country is the leading consumer of fish per capita now?

A. Korea

B. Singapore

C. Portugal

D. Japan

答案

4. Which country’s food import ban affected the salmon market as the FAO said?

A. China

B. Brazil

C. Russia

D. Japan

答案
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上市公司涨停因为重名《欢乐颂》？

去年亏损的贵州红星发展股价突然大涨，部分原因是其名称跟热播电视剧《欢乐颂》中作为被收购目标的虚构公司相像。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

resemblance 相似；相似之处[rɪ'zembl(ə)ns]

zeal 热情；热心[ziːl]

speculative 投机的；推测的['spekjʊlətɪv](投机者speculator)

subsequent 后来的，随后的['sʌbsɪkw(ə)nt]

Big Bang Theory 美剧《生活大爆炸》

rumour 谣言['ruːmə]

concept stock 概念股

small-cap 小资本股票，小盘股 概念股|是指具有某种特别内涵的股票。而这一内涵通常会被当作一种选股和炒作题材,成为股市的热点

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Chinese soap opera sends obscure chemical stock soaring （447words）

By Gabriel Wildau in Hong Kong

-----------------------------------------------------

A lossmaking Chinese chemical manufacturer has seen its stock price soar due partly to its resemblance with a fictional company that features as an acquisition target in a popular television soap opera.

Shares in Shanghai-listed Guizhou Redstar Developing Co rose by the maximum 10 per cent daily limit for a third consecutive trading session on Tuesday, a testament to the speculative zeal of Chinese retail investors. Its shares remained suspended on Wednesday and Thursday.

Retail speculators were a major force behind the boom-bust cycle that rocked China’s stock market last year, during which the main index gained 60 per cent through the first roughly five months of the year before falling by 45 per cent in the subsequent nine weeks. By some estimates, retail investors account for 80 per cent of total trading volume.

“Ode to joy”, which premiered on Shanghai-based Dragon TV last month, is something like a Chinese version of “Big Bang Theory” or “Friends”. The show centres around a group of young professional women sharing the same floor of a Shanghai apartment building. A recent storyline feature Andy, a brilliant investor who has returned to Shanghai after working on Wall Street, targeting a fictional company called Redstar Group for acquisition.

“You should fully consider Redstar's technological capabilities, especially in the area of 3D multimedia,” she tells employees crafting a takeover plan in episode 37.

The real-life Redstar “primarily provides barium carbonate, strontium carbonate, barium hydroxide, strontium nitrate, strontium chloride, high purity manganese sulphate and sulphur byproducts”, according to its official business description.

Guizhou Redstar's shares have also benefited from rumours in local media that Hong Kong-listed Wanda Commercial Properties was eyeing the company for use as a shell for a backdoor listing on the mainland.

In a filing after market close on Tuesday, Guizhou Redstar, which posted a net loss of Rmb190m last year, denied those rumours, saying that neither the company nor its shareholders were in discussions with Wanda. “The company . . . reminds investors to pay attention to investment risk,” it said, noting that Redstar's price/earnings ratio had reached 434.

So-called “concept stocks” — shares linked to popular investment themes used to drive interest from retail investors — played a key role in last year’s bubble and have a long history in China.

Small-cap companies are favoured targets for speculators because a relatively small amount of investment can produce sharp price movements. Some 53m shares of Redstar changed hands on Tuesday, the biggest day since the stock debuted in 2001.

On November 7 2012, following US President Barack Obama’s re-election, shares in refrigerator manufacturer Aucma Co, whose Chinese name resembles the official transliteration of “Obama”, saw its shares spike 4 per cent in afternoon trade.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is Guizhou Redstar Developing Co listed?

A. Shenzhen

B. Hong Kong

C. Shanghai

D. New York

答案

2. Who were the major force behind the boom-bust cycle in China’s stock market?

A. retail speculators

B. the government

C. corporate shareholders

D. fund managers

答案

3. Which one is not the main production of Redstar in real life?

A. barium carbonate

B. strontium carbonate

C. barium hydroxide

D. 3D multimedia

答案

4. What kind of stock played a key role in last year’s bubble?

A. concept stock

B. blue chip

C. red chip

D. special treatment stock

答案
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“退欧”与三明治的经济账

距离英国“退欧”公投仅剩不足5周的时间，全民辩论愈演愈烈，这次发声的是食品行业的大佬：英国最大的三明治制造商，要知道英国可是号称“日不落三明治王国”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

generate 发生；生殖['dʒenəreɪt]

contingency 偶然性；[审计] 意外开支[kən'tɪndʒ(ə)nsɪ]

negotiate 谈判，商议；转让[nɪ'gəʊʃɪeɪt]

better off 经济状况好的，富裕的；明智的

be committed to 致力于；以…为己任

dividend 红利；股息；[数] 被除数['dɪvɪdend]

grocery 食品杂货店['grəʊs(ə)rɪ]

Uniq 曾是英国玛莎百货最大的三明治供应商

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Irish sandwich maker Greencore plays down Brexit （441words）

By Vincent Boland in Dublin

-----------------------------------------------------

Greencore, the Ireland-based group that supplies half of all the sandwiches sold on British high streets, played down the implications of a possible Brexit but warned of difficulties triggered by the supermarket price war.

Patrick Coveney, chief executive, said the group’s production costs would almost certainly rise if the UK left the EU — but expected companies would have time to adjust.

Greencore generates almost all of its revenue in the UK market.

Mr Coveney said it had a contingency plan in place in the event of Brexit but added: “I think the need for that is somewhat overstated — there will be time to adjust” as the substantive issues of a UK exit were negotiated.

“My personal view is that the food industry is better off in the EU than outside it, and a decision to leave would drive up the cost of production,” he said.

He said Greencore was committed to the UK market regardless of the decision on June 23.

Greencore reported a rise in its revenue, operating profit and interim dividend for the first half of its financial year despite a “difficult” UK grocery environment where prices were driven down by fierce competition.

First-half revenue rose 7.5 per cent to £692m and the company predicted that the trend would continue in the second half.

“We have very good growth momentum,” Mr Coveney said. “We think we have the balance right between our near term performance and our strategy of growing the business.”

Shares in Greencore were 1 per cent lower at 382.8p in mid-morning trading on Tuesday.

The group has expanded rapidly in the UK convenience food market in recent years since its acquisition of Uniq in 2011. It now produces one in every two sandwich rather than one in four. Mr Coveney said Greencore’s food-to-go business grew by 13 per cent in the six months to March 25, compared with 5.6 per cent for the market as a whole.

Greencore is hoping to replicate its UK market position in the US, where it has begun a big investment programme in the convenience foods sector to supply its two main customers — coffee chain Starbucks and convenience store operator 7-Eleven.

The US unit produced a “modest loss” in the first half mainly due to high start-up costs at a facility in Rhode Island, but Mr Coveney said the expectation was that it would be profitable in the second half.

He said the aim was to turn the US operations into a $1bn-a-year business within five to 10 years, through a combination of organic growth and acquisitions, making it roughly equivalent to the size of the UK business today.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is Greencore’s headquarters?

A. British

B. America

C. Ireland

D. France

答案

2. What would happen to Greencore if the UK left the EU as Coveney said?

A. production costs rise

B. mass layoff

C. selling prices rise

D. quit the supermarket price war

答案

3. Where is the next strategic market in Greencore’s plan?

A. Ireland

B. China

C. Japan

D. America

答案

4. Which of the following can’t be inferred about Brexit and Greencore?

A. There may be supermarket price war after Brexit.

B. Coveney will be very gloomy if the UK leave the EU.

C. All companies need time to adjust.

D. The size of the US business will enlarge well in the 10 years.

答案

本书由“ePUBw.COM”整理，ePUBw.COM 提供最新最全的优质电子书下载！！！

无麸质食谱真的有益健康？

大型超市里，无麸质（gluten-free）食品越来越普遍，许多好莱坞明星和健身达人对无麸质饮食推崇备至，甚至贴上减肥的标签，尽管这种区分标签的初衷是为了应对对麸质过敏的人们。不过无麸质饮食真的有益健康吗？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

row upon row of 鳞次栉比；一排排

gluten-free 无麸质（gluten：面筋；麸质）

proliferation 扩散；分芽繁殖[prə,lɪfə'reʃən]

coeliac disease 乳糜泻（患者进食麦麸后会出现严重腹泻）

autoimmune 自体免疫的[,ɔːtəʊɪ'mjuːn]

tummy 肚子；胃['tʌmɪ]

gluten protein 面筋蛋白

fermentable 可发酵的；沸腾的[fɚ'mɛntəbl]

culprit 罪魁祸首['kʌlprɪt]

polyols 多元醇

digestive 消化的；助消化的[daɪ'dʒestɪv; dɪ-]

gut 肠子，消化道[gʌt]

carbohydrate 碳水化合物；[有化] 糖类[kɑːbə'haɪdreɪt]

elimination 淘汰；除去[ɪ,lɪmɪ'neɪʃən]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

The hidden reason for better health on a gluten-free diet （536words）

By Charles Wallace

-----------------------------------------------------

Walk down the aisles of any high street supermarket these days and there is often a section in the baked goods aisle that you rarely saw until recently: row upon row of gluten-free products such as biscuits, pasta and even bread.

What is behind this proliferation of gluten-free goods, a market worth an estimated more than $8bn a year in the US alone? After all, people with coeliac disease — those who have an autoimmune disorder that renders them unable to process gluten, a protein in certain grains — represent a tiny fraction of the population, estimated at about 1 per cent. Why have so many gone gluten-free?

A few years ago, doctors began describing a new condition that they called non-coeliac gluten sensitivity. People with this condition did not have the genetic predisposition that causes coeliac disease, but eating food that contained gluten nonetheless gave them upset tummies, including gas and bloating. When they went gluten-free, the symptoms subsided. However, doctors hotly debated whether such an illness really existed.

Recent research has cast doubt on whether the gluten protein is the real cause of the problem. According to Peter Gibson, a professor of gastroenterology at Australia’s Monash University, the culprit may not be a grain protein at all but a group of carbohydrates called Fodmaps (fermentable oligosaccharides, disaccharides, monosaccharides and polyols).

Fodmaps include fructans, which are present in wheat but also, for example, in onions, broccoli and cabbage; galactans, which are found in beans and peas; and polyols, which occur in apples and peaches. Lists of high Fodmap foods can be found online.

Prof Gibson, who studied people who believed they were sensitive to gluten, found that many had awful digestive symptoms when they ate a normal diet. However, when they started eating gluten-free foods, their symptoms did improve. “They improved from a bad level to a pretty awful level, but it was still better than it was,” he noted.

When the same people were put on a low Fodmaps diet, their symptoms all became substantially better.

So if it is not gluten that is causing the problem, why do people feel better when they eat gluten-free food? It appears that, in order to achieve a low gluten level, food manufacturers switch to ingredients that are also low in Fodmaps such as rice and corn flour.

By going gluten free, people are also unknowingly going lower Fodmaps.

Fodmaps tend to make the gut retain water and these carbohydrates are fermented by bacteria in the gut, a process that produces gas. Both the retained water and the gas cause stretching, which can be extremely painful and has been given the vague name of irritable bowel syndrome.

Of course, some people do probably have undiagnosed coeliac disease, for whom gluten is the real villain. But for everyone else, the good news, according to Prof Gibson, is that you do not have to go Fodmaps-free to relieve the symptoms: just lower the amount of them in your diet.

For example, he found that people could eat a slice of wheat bread a day without causing problems — just not two or three slices. “It’s not an elimination diet,” he says. “You don’t have to get rid of things, just reduce them.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What's the percent of people with coeliac disease in the US?

A. 8%

B. 3%

C. 1%

D. 10%

答案

2. What is the real culprit behind stomach ache according to Peter Gibson?

A. fodmaps

B. grain protein

C. protein

D. beans

答案

3. What made people with awful digestive symptoms feel better in fact?

A. lower gluten

B. gluten free

C. higher Fodmaps

D. lower Fodmaps

答案

4. How to relieve the stomach ache for the people without coeliac disease?

A. strict Fodmaps-free diet

B. lower the amount of Fodmaps

C. eat three slices of wheat bread every day

D. strict gluten-free diet

答案

本书由“ePUBw.COM”整理，ePUBw.COM 提供最新最全的优质电子书下载！！！

焦虑的“白领”

2013年英国有1500万天的病假是因为员工感到压力、焦虑甚至是抑郁而产生的。在竞争日趋激烈的今天，是时候让老板重视员工的精神状态了。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

confidential 机密的；表示信任的[kɒnfɪ'denʃ(ə)l]

wellbeing 幸福；福利；安乐

landmark 里程碑；纪念碑

coincide 一致，符合[,kəʊɪn'saɪd]

unveil 揭开；揭幕[ʌn'veɪl]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Charity launches three-year survey of workplace mental health （382words）

By Sarah Neville, Public Policy Editor

-----------------------------------------------------

A business-focused charity is launching what it says is the largest survey of employees’ mental health, as concerns mount over the rise in stress-related absence from work and its effect on productivity.

Business in the Community, which promotes social responsibility at work, is conducting the confidential online survey as a way of identifying how to improve workers’ mental wellbeing. Mental ill health is the leading cause of sickness absence in the UK, with more than 15m days off work in 2013 caused by conditions such as stress, anxiety or depression. This represents a sharp rise from 11.8m days in 2010.

The survey is being supported by Mind, the mental health charity. Following a report commissioned by NHS England from Paul Farmer, Mind chief executive, the government agreed this year to provide an additional £1bn a year for mental health services by the end of the decade.

Mr Farmer has spoken of the need for employers to play a bigger role in safeguarding their workers’ mental health, recently welcoming the fact that business leaders were “beginning to talk more openly” about their personal mental health struggles.

Louise Aston, wellbeing campaign director at Business in the Community, described the survey — to be conducted annually for three years by pollsters YouGov — as “a landmark moment” in its efforts.

It would raise public and employer awareness of the importance of protecting mental health, including the role of the line manager, she said.

The results should identify how equipped line managers and employees were to spot the early warning signs of poor mental health, to have a conversation about it, and put effective measures in place.

Coinciding with the launch, Business in the Community is also unveiling, with Public Health England, a mental health “toolkit” to guide employers through the steps they need to take to improve workplace attitudes towards mental health.

Justin Varney, of PHE, said staff who had good mental health were more productive “and businesses who look after the mental wellbeing of their employees can see a significant impact on business performance”.

Peter Simpson, chief executive of Anglian Water, who chairs Business in the Community’s wellbeing leadership team, said his company understood the benefits for both the employee and the business of creating “a culture where we can openly discuss and manage mental wellbeing”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the leading cause of sickness absence in the UK according to the survey?

A. mental ill health

B. influenza

C. diarrhea

D. muscle strains

答案

2. What is the “Mind”?

A. a report commission

B. a health magazine

C. a mental health charity

D. a health magazine

答案

3. How long will the survey take about workplace mental health by Mind?

A. 3 years

B. decade

C. 3 months

D. unlimited

答案

4. What is the difference between staff with opposite mental health from Justin Varney?

A. creativity

B. enthusiasm

C. loyalty

D. productivity

答案
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什么？百威改名叫“美国”！

为了迎合美国大选，百威决定在大选期间改名叫“美国”（America），百威说了，该计划完全处于对美利坚的热爱，绝对不是因为销量差而想出来的噱头。不管他是不是最爱国的啤酒，反正接下来的场景会是：“干杯！干了这杯美利坚！”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

capitalize 利用（等于capitalize）['kæpitəlaiz]

combative 好战的；好事的['kɒmbətɪv]

confounded 困惑的；糊涂的[kən'faʊndɪd]

brewer 啤酒制造者；阴谋家['bruːə]

capitalization 市值；资本化[,kæpɪtəlɪ'zeʃən]

craft beer 精酿啤酒

slogan 标语；呐喊声['sləʊg(ə)n]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Budweiser renames its beer ‘America’ （363words）

By Anna Nicolaou in New York

-----------------------------------------------------

In a bid to capitalise on US election fever during the busiest season for beer sales, Budweiser will replace its name with ‘America’ on the front of its 12-oz cans and bottles from May 23 until the presidential vote in November.

The rebranding will be part of a campaign titled “America is in Your Hands”, aiming to “remind people . . . to embrace the optimism upon which the country was first built,” the company said.

Budweiser’s campaign comes amid a historically combative US presidential race, as two candidates with unfavourable ratings appear set to battle it out and as the rise of Donald Trump has confounded expectations.

It also coincides with the critical summer months during which US brewers draw about one-third of sales in the $106bn market. This will be the “most patriotic summer that this generation has ever seen,” said Ricardo Marques, vice-president of Budweiser, citing the summer Olympic Games.

“This is a bold move. It’s a bit like if Apple changed its name to ‘innovation’, because one of the core associations of (Budweiser) is already America,” said Scott Galloway, a professor at New York University. “It could be a stroke of genius, but I think it’s a risky change . . . to what is arguably one of the world’s greatest brands.”

Budweiser is owned by AB InBev, the Belgian-Brazilian company that is the world’s largest brewing group by market capitalisation.

AB InBev, which reported disappointing first-quarter earnings due to softness in Brazil and North America, has looked to cut costs and raise prices to cope with slow growth. It is awaiting regulatory approval of its $106bn takeover of rival SABMiller.

Budweiser’s US market share, which fell by 25 basis points in the first quarter, has slipped in recent years as consumer tastes have shifted away from large commercial brands in favour of craft beers, which now command 21 per cent of the market according to the Brewers Association, an industry group.

Budweiser’s “king of beers” slogan will be replaced with “E Pluribus Unum” and lyrics from the “Star Spangled Banner” and “America the beautiful” will appear on the new packaging. Budweiser will also promote the cans and bottles in a TV commercial on June 1.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When will Budweiser replace its name with ‘America’?

A. November

B. June

C. May

D. July

答案

2. When is the peak period for brewers?

A. spring

B. summer

C. winter

D. autumn

答案

3. Which one of the following is not right?

A. Apple changed its name to ‘innovation’.

B. AB InBev is the world’s largest brewing group.

C. Budweiser is owned by AB InBev.

D. The slogan will be replaced too.

答案

4. Who is large commercial brewer brands’ strong competitor in US as mentioned?

A. wines

B. white spirits from China

C. cocktail

D. craft beers

答案

本书由“ePUBw.COM”整理，ePUBw.COM 提供最新最全的优质电子书下载！！！

谷歌全面封杀小额高息贷款广告

正当美国监管部门对“发薪日高利贷”展开打击之际，谷歌也将禁止这一行业在该公司的平台上发布广告。虽然激起发薪日贷款行业的不满和抗议，但许多消费者组织为谷歌“按赞”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

payday lender 发薪日贷款

vigilance 警戒，警觉['vɪdʒɪl(ə)ns]

mortgage 房屋抵押贷款['mɔːgɪdʒ]

discriminatory 歧视的[dɪ,skrɪmɪ'neɪt(ə)rɪ]

censorship 审查制度['sensəʃɪp]

hazardous 冒险的；碰运气的['hæzədəs]

phishing 网络钓鱼；网络欺诈['fɪʃɪŋ]

explosive 爆炸物[ɪk'splosɪv]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Google bans payday lender advertising （652words）

By Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco and Ben McLannahan in New York

-----------------------------------------------------

Google has taken a stand against payday lenders, imposing a blanket ban across its ad systems to shield users from “deceptive or harmful” financial products.

Google said that from mid-July, it would no longer accept ads for loans where repayment is due within 60 days of the date of the issue.

The technology company also said that in the US, it would take the additional step of banning ads for loans with an annual percentage rate of 36 per cent or higher.

David Graff, Google’s director of global product policy, said ads for financial services are a “particular area of vigilance” given they are central to “people’s livelihood and well being”.

He said the decision would not affect other financial products such as mortgages or credit cards. The payday loans will still be shown in search results.

Google dominates the global digital advertising market, receiving a third of the $159bn in revenues in 2015, according to data from research firm eMarketer. Facebook, second with 11 per cent of the worldwide market, has already banned advertisements of payday loans or paycheck advances, making it harder for such loans to reach large online audiences.

The Community Financial Services Association of America, a payday lending trade group, attacked Google’s move.

“These policies are discriminatory and a form of censorship. The internet is meant to express the free flow of ideas and enhance commerce. Google is making a blanket assessment about the payday lending industry rather than discerning the good actors from the bad actors,” it said.

Payday loans are often advertised as a means to cover an unexpected outlay such as a medical bill or a broken boiler. But most Americans take them to cover ordinary living expenses.

According to a study by Pew Charitable Trust, 69 per cent of those interviewed used their first payday loan to cover utilities, credit card payments, rent or food.

Consumer advocacy groups argue that for many people, that first step can be hazardous — especially if their funds fall short on a designated repayment date.

Most payday lenders require access to the borrower’s bank account to make direct debits; if the money is not there, charges can run into the hundreds of dollars, forcing borrowers to apply for more expensive cash elsewhere.

Google already has bans on advertising of tobacco, recreational drugs, guns, ammunition, explosives and dangerous knives on its site.

Mr Graff said Google took down 780m ads in 2015 for everything from counterfeiting to phishing, where a hacker tries to elicit a user to click on a link to steal his or her personal information.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When will the ban of payday lender advertising begin?

A. June

B. May

C. July

D. not decided

答案

2. Which one of the following is wrong for the ban?

A. The decision will affect all financial products.

B. The payday loans will still be shown in search results.

C. The ban is for loans where repayment is due within 60 days of the date of the issue.

D. The ban is for loans with an annual percentage rate of 36 per cent or higher.

答案

3. Which company has already banned advertisements of payday loans before Google?

A. Facebook

B. Twitter

C. WhatsApp

D. Yahoo

答案

4. How to use payday loans for most Americans in real life?

A. medical bills

B. broken boilers

C. ordinary living expenses

D. dangerous knives

答案

本书由“ePUBw.COM”整理，ePUBw.COM 提供最新最全的优质电子书下载！！！

李彦宏：警惕百度的30天破产

“魏则西事件”后，百度董事长兼CEO李彦宏首度发声，警告全体员工，如失去用户的支持，百度离破产只有30天。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bankruptcy 破产['bæŋkrʌptsɪ]

Cyberspace Administration of China 国家网信办

distort 扭曲；使失真[dɪ'stɔːt]

Barclays 巴克莱银行（公司名）

vet 审查；诊疗[vet]

vaguely 含糊地；茫然地['veɪglɪ]

commercialization 商业化[kə,mə:ʃəlai'zeiʃən]

moderator 调解人；缓和剂['mɒdəreɪtə]

clinic 临床；诊所['klɪnɪk]

haven 港口；避难所['heɪv(ə)n]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Baidu chief tells staff improve focus on users or face bankruptcy （551words）

By Charles Clover in Beijing

-----------------------------------------------------

The chief executive of Baidu has said the Chinese search engine must reform or face “bankruptcy in 30 days”, following a scandal over an advertisement for cancer therapy.

“Our values have become distorted, and financial performance has become more important to us than user experience,” Robin Li told employees in a letter published a day after Cyberspace Administration, China’s main internet regulator, imposed controls on medical advertising on the site.

The search engine has been under heightened scrutiny following the death of a 21-year-old student from a rare form of cancer in April. His parents said he used Baidu to search for alternative treatments, and eventually paid Rmb200,000 ($31,000) for “biological immunotherapy” offered by a Beijing hospital. They added that the experimental treatment had no effect and led him to miss opportunities to use proven treatments.

Since the scandal broke earlier this month, Baidu’s share price has fallen more than 13 per cent as investors have questioned its dependence on under-regulated medical industry for much of its revenues.

Healthcare accounts for 20-30 per cent of the company’s search income, according to Barclays, while search revenues represented 84 per cent of the group’s total sales in 2015.

The regulator on Monday told Baidu to vet advertisers more carefully, mark and attach risk warnings to all paid search results more clearly. It also said ads must comprise only 30 per cent of results displayed on a page.

Mark Natkin, head of Beijing-based Marbridge Consulting, said the Cyberspace Administration’s statement was vaguely worded and its financial impact on the company would only become clear in the coming days.

Mr Li pledged in his open letter to change Baidu’s corporate culture, which he said was “drifting away from its users” by focusing on profits. “If we lose the support of users, we lose hold of our values, and Baidu will truly go bankrupt in just 30 days!” he wrote, saying the crisis was worse than any incident the company had previously experienced.

“I see senior engineers trapped in a conflict of interest between commercial interest and user experience, and often compromising the latter. Users are raising questions concerning the fairness and transparency of our commercial promotion results, and complaining about commercialisation of our products,” he said.

This is not the first time commercial relationships with the medical industry have created problems for the company.

In January, the company apologised after criticism over medical advice found on its online forums known as Tieba. Users had attacked the company for replacing the volunteer moderator of a board devoted to haemophilia with a for-profit clinic that paid Baidu for the privilege.

In 2014, Baidu was involved in a scandal after an ad for “Gay conversion therapy”, including electronic shocks and hypnosis, led a Chinese customer to sue. A court ordered the company to remove the ad in December 2014, although it did not find Baidu guilty of any wrongdoing.

Guo Yang, an analyst of mobile medicine at Analysys International, a Beijing-based internet research group, said the web had become a haven for unreliable medical information in China mainly because it was under-regulated.

“The law restricts clinics and medical equipment companies from advertising on TV and radio, so naturally these clinics turn to the internet, which is less restricted and where advertising is cheaper,” he said.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What has become more important to Baidu as Robin Li told employees?

A. user experience

B. enterprise culture

C. financial performance

D. open mind

答案

2. How old was the dead student from a rare form of cancer?

A. 21

B. 13

C. 22

D. 30

答案

3. What is Baidu’s major income source in 2015?

A. advertising revenues

B. paid contents

C. royalties

D. search revenues

答案

4. What had become a haven for unreliable medical information in China as the analyst Guo Yang said?

A. unreliable newspapers

B. the outdoor advertisement

C. the web

D. TV programs

答案

本书由“ePUBw.COM”整理，ePUBw.COM 提供最新最全的优质电子书下载！！！

如何做好TED演讲

不论在生活中、还是工作学习上，我们都应该准备一个有趣的TED talk。甚至可以精简到2分钟内，让听众保持专注并短小精悍的介绍你自己和观点，相信我，这一定有用。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

contagious 感染性的；会蔓延的[kən'teɪdʒəs]

witty 诙谐的；富于机智的['wɪtɪ]

plodding 单调乏味的['plɑdɪŋ]

prop 支撑；维持[prɒp]

rehearse 排练；预演[rɪ'hɜːs]

provoking 刺激的；令人生气的[prə'vəʊkɪŋ]

mediocre 普通的；平凡的[,miːdɪ'əʊkə]

stripped-down 言简意赅的；精练的

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

Why everyone should give a TED talk and how to do it （791words）

By Tim Harford

-----------------------------------------------------

I found out the hard way that bad public speaking is contagious. As a schoolboy I was pretty good at speeches, in a schoolboyish way. I won competitions; being a sharp, witty speaker was a defining part of who I felt myself to be.

Then I grew up and started a corporate job, and something strange happened. My talks sagged into “presentations”, burdened by humourless clip art and plodding bullet points. The reason? I was surrounded by people who were stuck in the same beige offices giving the same beige presentations. Like many workplaces, we had reached an unspoken consensus that giving bad talks was just the way things were done.

Aside from tradition — and it is a powerful one — why else are most talks bad talks? One reason is fear. Being afraid does not itself make a speech bad; fear can make a talk electrifying or touching. But most speakers take the coward’s way out. Afraid of running out of words, they overstuff their speeches. And they prop themselves up by projecting their speaking notes on the wall behind them, even though everyone knows that providing rolling spoilers for your speech is a terrible idea.

A second reason is lack of preparation. Most speakers rehearse neither their argument nor their performance. That is understandable. Practising in front of a mirror is painful. Practising in front of a friend is excruciating. Rehearsing offers all the discomfort of giving a speech without any of the rewards of doing so. But it will make the end result much better.

For these reasons, I think you should give a TED talk. Almost anyone can. All you need is 18 minutes, a topic and an audience — if only your cat. No matter how often or how rarely you usually speak in public, the act of trying to give a talk in the tradition of TED will change the way you think and feel about public speaking.

As with anything popular, TED talks have their critics, but it is hard to deny that the non-profit organisation behind the videoed presentations on subjects from science to business has helped reinvent the art of the public speech.

TED talks are vastly more entertaining than traditional lectures, while more thought provoking than most television. But that is TED from the point of view of the audience. From the view of an aspiring speaker, the lesson of TED is that most speakers could raise their game. A few TED talks are by professional politicians or entertainers such as Al Gore or David Blaine. Most are not.

There are more than 1,000 talks on the TED website with more than 1m views, typically delivered by writers, academics or entrepreneurs who have been giving mediocre talks as a matter of habit, and who have been suddenly challenged to stop being mediocre. Faced with the obligation to deliver the talk of their lives, they decided to do the work and take the necessary risks.

These speakers have been offered good advice by the organisers of TED, but that advice has never been a secret. It is now available to anyone in the form of TED Talks, a guide to public speaking from Chris Anderson, the TED boss. It is excellent; easily the best public speaking guide I have read. (I should admit a bias: I have spoken twice at TED events and benefited from the platform that TED provides.) Unlike many in the genre, Anderson’s book is not a comprehensive guide to going through the motions of wedding toasts and votes of thanks. Instead, it focuses on the stripped-down TED-style challenge: an audience, a speaker, plenty of time to prepare, and 18 minutes to say something worth hearing.

There is no formula for a great talk, insists Mr Anderson, but there are some common elements. First and most important: there is a point, an idea worth hearing about. Second, the talk has a “throughline” — meaning that most of what is said in some way supports that idea. There may be stories and jokes, even surprises — but everything is relevant.

Third, the speaker connects with those listening — perhaps through humour, stories, or simply making eye contact and speaking frankly. Finally, the speech explains concepts or advances arguments by starting from what the audience understand, and proceeding step by step through more surprising territory. It can be very hard for a speaker to appreciate just how much she knows that her audience do not. One reason to rehearse is that an audience can tell you when they get lost.

Most speakers are able to do some of this, some of the time — an interesting anecdote, a funny line, an educational explanation. We are social beings, after all. We have had a lot of practice talking.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why the author’s talks became bored when he grew up?

A. the influence of colleagues

B. too lazy to practice

C. just forgot

D. his boss admired this way

答案

2. Which one is not mentioned as the reason of why else are most talks bad talks aside from tradition?

A. fear

B. lack of preparation

C. lack of friends

D. no rehearsal

答案

3. What is the stripped-down TED-style challenge?

A. an audience and a speaker

B. plenty of time to prepare

C. 18 minutes to say something worth hearing

D. all of the above

答案

4. Which one is the most important common element for a great talk?

A. the talk has a “throughline”

B. there is a point

C. making eye contact

D. explains concepts in a easy-to-understand way

答案
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