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Preface

There has been a growing emphasis on cultural studies over the past few decades.As the international success of cultural studies,the term culture has been expanded to include so wide a range that it is increasingly difficult to say what does not count as culture.Now,it has become a painful labor to produce a comprehensive survey of cultures pertaining to a given nation;therefore,the form of writings on cultures has undergone a considerable transformation.In this book,Dr. Zhou presents some of the main features of this transformation.Rather than striving for a comprehensive treatise on the American culture,he is very selective and often avoids attending to each and every aspect of the American culture at the cost of the focal points.Rather than enveloping everything undergraduate and graduate students always want to know about the American culture,this book is conceived as an inquiry into the essentials of the American culture from a particular point of view.This view is his but it also echoes the works of a number of productive researchers in the departments of history,philosophy,literature,linguistics, sociology and so on.He relies on history as an essential element of his analyses and finds intellectual inspiration from a variety of philosophical sources in the social sciences and humanities.

In this book,Dr.Zhou rethinks the evolution of the American history and criticizes the values and styles of life held by Americans.The focus on the cultural aspects of ordinary American people found in this book is unusual among Chinese scholars;and he seeks to make contributions to developing the cross-cultural communicative competence and the global horizon of young Chinese.Like any other writer of an introductory book,he exerts himself to make connections with other fields and find appropriate examples from the literature or his research experience.I think that Americans and Their Culture is an exciting book which goes far towards providing Chinese university students with a new perspective from which to understand the American culture.Though the book is aimed at undergraduate courses and introductory graduate seminars on the American history and culture, researchers interested in selected topics should be able to read selectively without feeling lost.

Forty years ago,Dr.Zhou was my schoolmate;today he is my colleague.We have been friendly with each other for many years.“I think,”he once told me on the bank of the Jinjiang River of Chengdu,where we often meet for tea,“my books are just like my kids.I take a delight in bringing them up!”When“the winter is past,the rain is over and gone;the flowers appear on the earth;the time of the singing of birds is come,and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land”(Song of Songs,2:11),we’ll meet in the same teahouse and Dr. Zhou may tell me about another new research project of his.

Xu Bo(徐波),Ph.D.,

Professor,History ＆ Culture School,

Sichuan University,Chengdu,Sichuan,China

May 10,2010


Foreword

Although our world is not only composed of big nations,it would be much less colorful and interesting without them,without their stories.As the relationship between the two big countries—China and the United States—deepens,it is as significant for Chinese to understand the American culture as for Americans to understand the Chinese culture.Behind solemn politics and diplomacy and profitdriven businesses are concealed imperceptible cultural elements.And under the trend of today’s globalism,culture,as the soft power,is becoming more and more important.Lack of understanding may cause bias,bias may cause misunderstanding,and misunderstanding may cause conflicts or even wars.For this reason,the selective course of General Education“American Culture”—the first and the only one of its kind so far offered in universities and colleges of China—is given on the campus of Sichuan University.

I started to teach the aforementioned course in the fall semester of the year 2000,with the original intention to provide Chinese university students with a new perspective from which to understand the American culture.Since then,it has become one of the most popular and the best quality courses on the campus.The aim of this course is designed to develop the cross-cultural communicative competence and the global horizon of young Chinese by presenting from the crosscultural perspective a relatively objective and holistic picture of the American culture,particularly individualist culture and national culture represented by common people.Thus,this course is neither a political study nor a geographical presentation,nor a historical probe;rather,it is sort of cultural exploration,although related to American geography and history.Because of this,the focus of this course is put on the cultural aspects of ordinary American people:their basic values and beliefs,their cultural heritages,their perception and thinking way,their verbal and non-verbal behaviors,the patterns of their social relations,their way of actions,their mainstream culture and images,their knowledge about themselves and the outside world and so on.

But,for years this course has been handicapped by want of an instructive textbook or a concise academic book,which will guide Chinese students both culturally and linguistically.Also,for years I have been inspired by my students and seized with an impulse to write such a book.Then,in 2006 I decided to set about the writing job.From the very beginning I knew that it was a tough task and a great challenge as well.

To give a lecture on the American culture is one thing;to write a book on it is another.For instance,in class the use of culture or cultures encounters no problem,whereas in a book it echoes the author’s comprehension of the outside world.As we know,culture was and still is used and observed mostly as the singular form.But,in the case of the United States, culture can be regarded as a unified one or diversified ones. Besides,since the postmodernist ideas prevailed,there has emerged a cultural,intellectual,or artistic state lacking a clear central hierarchy or organizing principle.From these perspectives,the plural form of culture is sometimes used deliberately in this book.Another example is the use of illustrations:in class the use of pictures is not problematic, whereas in a book it must be cautious.For this reason,I have tried my best to contact the owners of the pictures used in this book but failed.Here I’d like to offer both my apologies and my thanks to them for using their pictures.
(1)



According to the study of Raymond Williams(1921-1988,British academic,novelist and critic),culture is a living and ever-changing phenomenon and all cultural studies are studies of current cultures,strongly influenced by current ideas.In some cases,it does not make any sense to trace the origin of a culture,because the culture might appear aimless at its very beginning.And,it does not make any sense either to define,categorize or analyze a culture by using today’s methodology.Keeping all this in mind,I started my long, painful but enjoyable writing journey all alone.

Today,pleasure should be mine,for I have eventually completed my journey.My effort over the past three years has eventually crystallized into an academic book in English.Pleasure should also be my wife’s,my twin sons’and my parents’,for I know that without their selfless support I could not have accomplished this task.

Another one that deserves my mention and thanks here is Dr.Xu Bo,professor of modern history from History ＆ Culture School,Sichuan University.It is he who gave me some valuable advice concerning this book,and our regular talks over tea brought a constant inspiration to me in writing.

Last but not least,I feel obliged to give my special thanks to History ＆ Cuture School of Sichuan University for its financial aid,which has made possible the publication of this book.

May this book become a bridge across the cultural gap between China and the United States for the sake of friendship and peace!

【注释】




(1)
 关于本书中所使用的一些图片,本书作者因无法与相关图片作者取得联系,在本教材(专著)出版后,相关人可与四川大学出版社或本书作者联系。对本书中所使用的一些图片的原作者,再次表示感谢!


Zhou Yi(周毅),Ph.D.,

Professor,History ＆ Culture School,

Sichuan University,Chengdu,Sichuan,China

May 10,2010


Whenever walking in a company of several persons,there among them must be someone worth my learning from.I can select the good qualities of one and follow them,and cite the bad qualities of the other and correct them in myself.

The Analects of Confucius(《论语》)

America is so vast that almost everything said about it is likely to be true,and the opposite is probably equally true.

James T.Farrell(1904-1979,American novelist)


Chapter 1　Views about America, Americans and Their Culture

Everything we hear is an opinion,not a fact.Everything we see is a perspective,not the truth.

Marcus Augustus

(121-180,Roman emperor)

Men are disturbed not by things,but by the view which they take of them.

Epictetus(55-135,Roman Stoic philosopher)
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Fig.1　Capitol Hill,Washington,D.C., U.S.A.

Who are Americans? What has made them?Is there a polymerized or unified“American culture”?What kind of thinking ways,behavioral patterns,values and beliefs are characteristic of typical Americans?What are those elements that cement numerous races and nationalities from different parts of the world into one nation in which the races and nationalities can still preserve their respective cultures?To answer these questions is not easy,for we are often disturbed not by things,but by the views which we take of them.

It is true that United States of America is a nation with a relatively short history,the nation which started from the scratch just a few hundred years ago.However,in the short history of 300-400 years’immigration to North America,the history of the United States spans more than 200 years,which is longer than that of many other nations in terms of modern politics and education. For instance,America produced the first written constitution for the modern republic system,even earlier than the Republic of France.Another example is American education:Harvard University,the oldest private university of America,evolved from New College,which was founded in Massachusetts in 1636; University of Georgia,the oldest state university of America,was established in Georgia in 1780.Besides,America is the earliest nation that expanded seven disciplines of humanities into fourteen in universities and colleges.

It is true that the United States of America has been trying to promote its standards and norms to the other countries,and for years American events have been the headlines of the news reports of this globe.As a result,a little action by America today tends to make the butterfly effect,which in turn brings a big whirlwind to other places. What is more,America often tries its utmost to reshape the world so as to be able to lead the world.A decision made by Washington,D.C.can reach an ordinary person outside America,and having been transmitted and processed,this decision can affect the feeling of certain groups of people from other countries.Take the 9.11 Event of 2001 and the Subprime Mortgage Crisis of 2007 for example,both of them soon developed into global affairs:the anti-terrorist operation and the financial crisis.Many,many people from other parts of the world cannot help but take America as the reference for their actions.People,no matter how far away they are from America and no matter whether they are Japanese electric manufacturers or South African car dealers,Italian mafia or Colombian drug-traffickers,involuntarily use the U.S.dollar as a criterion for their wealth.People,no matter whether they are anti-American or pro-American and no matter whether they are politicians or intellectuals,movie-stars or commoners,cannot do without the Boeing plane,the Microsoft ware,the computer,the copying machine,the telephone,the supermarket,the blue jeans,polio vaccine, Coca-Cola,rock music,Hollywood movies,etc.Libya’s Omar Gaddafi,Iraq’s Saddam Hussein,India’s Bollywood star Aishwarya Rai and the“Cola boy”of the 5.12 Wenchuan Earthquake are just a few examples.

No doubt,the influence of America is ubiquitous,and so is that of the American culture.Between peoples’yearning for the American story and the real impact of American power,especially, American soft power,exists a partition of human naivety and bias. Today,how do people see America?To answer this question is rather difficult.As is known,some people are idealizing America, some demonizing it,still some bubbling it and others mysticizing it.
(1)

 Therefore,to unveil America is so tough and challenging a task.


1.1　Views of Westerners

No…the real American has not yet arrived.He is only in the Crucible,I tell you that he will be the fusion of all races,perhaps the coming superman.

………

America is God’s Crucible,the great Melting-Pot where all the races of Europe are melting and re-forming….Germans and Frenchmen,Irishmen and Englishmen,Jews and Russians—into the Crucible with you all!God is making the American!

Israel Zangwill(1864-1926,British writer)

There is a gap between views and facts,and facts and truths are not often identical.

Judged from the facts,the United States of America
(2)

 is a vast land with varied topography as well as a multi-racial, multi-national and multi-cultural country characterized by advanced technology and rapid social changes.So,it is not easy for people to generalize it.Ask Americans to describe America briefly and you will find no unanimous statements, not to mention the opinions of outsiders.Judged from the viewpoint,the United States of America is so manifestative that the views about America and its people tend to be both partial and controversial.Again,judged from the perspective of historical continuum,the United States of America has been a dynamic society with high-speed development and rapid changes.For this,the views about America vary from period to period.In addition,the halo effect,the experience effect, biased and stereotyped ideas often prevent people from making a correct judgment.As regards the same thing,people from different ages,genders,educational levels,races or nationalities,family backgrounds or social classes would hold different opinions of it.And,seen from different perspectives,even the same thing would be considered to be different by the same person.

Fettered by the topic and the length of this book,I cannot list all views about America and its people here.What I can do is just to present some representative views.Besides,the vastness and diversity of America make it almost impossible for me to do so,as James T.Farrell(1904-1979,American novelist)once pointed out:

America is so vast that almost everything said about it is likely to be true,and the opposite is probably equally true.
(3)




1.1.1　A Free Nation and a Slave Nation

The United States of America was a nation freed from the old European system and born from 13 colonies in 1776.Many of the early immigrants cherished the ideal of establishing on this new land a classless,free,egalitarian and idyllic farmer’s country.At that time,the views about the New World, whether from inside or from outside,were basically positive. But,as time went by,negative views about the American phenomena and the American culture began to come out. Objectively speaking,North America of the 18th
 century enjoyed a vast land with abundant resources,a sparse but competitive population as well as a small but efficient government and army(or militia),which,together with one reform after another,
(4)

 turned out a relatively free,equitable and vigorous society.Subjectively speaking,almost all the early European immigrants moved to North America just for the purpose of escaping from the religious or class persecution in Europe.That was one of the reasons why the new settlers were in the habit of distrusting governments and official institutions.From the very beginning,they preferred to depend on themselves rather than to count on any help from governments and official institutions.
(5)



According to Joyce Appleby(1929- ),a UCL A professor of history,the colonies in North America had been inhabited by thousands of most free people unknown to the Old World even before the founding of the United States of America.Cotton Mather(1663-1728),a historian of the Colonial Times,claimed that he fled from the decadence of the Old World to the beaches of the New World with the purpose of jotting down the stories and anecdotes of Protestantism. John Winthrop(1587-1649),an Englishman who once led a number of Protestants to North America,likened in his preaching the New World to“A City upon a Hill,”where the religious,political and economic events should be treated as the models for mankind.He added that North America was an exceptional civilization on earth.
(6)



In the mid-1700s,when there appeared an anti-English wave in North America,the overwhelming majority of colonial people still held deep-rooted monarchical notions and revered the king and the queen of their suzerain country.Even many great statesmen and thinkers of the New World like George Washington(1732-1799,the first president of the U.S.),John Adams(1735-1826, the second president of the U.S.),Benjamin Franklin(1706-1790,American political theorist,statesman,author,scientist and civic activist),Alexander Hamilton(1755-1804,the first United States Secretary of the Treasury,economist and political philosopher)and others were initially unable to propose the idea of America’s independence.Under such circumstances,Thomas Paine(1737-1809),an English writer,thinker and political activist, came out boldly,using his sharp pen to help people do away with their old notions.In 1776,he published his pamphlet Common Sense,advocating colonial America’s independence from England as well as republicanism in North America.As a result,this pamphlet promptly became a powerful and widely-read textbook, which played an essential role in liberating the minds of the colonial people.One year before,Paine had published his essay African Slavery in America,in which he advocated the abolition of the slavery in the country.Later,Paine,together with Benjamin Franklin,succeeded in getting rid of the slavery in Pennsylvania. In the pamphlet CommonSense,Paine prophesied a big asylum for freedom-seeking people in North America,a place where freedom could take root.He ebulliently wrote:

O ye that love mankind!Ye that dare oppose,not only the tyranny, but the tyrant,stand forth!Every spot of the Old World is overrun with oppression.Freedom hath been hunted round the globe.Asia,and Africa, have long expelled her—Europe regards her like a stranger,and England hath given her warning to depart.

O!receive the fugitive,and prepare in time an asylum for mankind.
(7)



In 1782,after America’s independence,J.Hector St. John de Crevecoeur(1731-1813),a French essayist,praised the American society for its well-distributed wealth and wellto-do life.
(8)

 Below is his answer to the question“Who is the American?”:

The American is a new man,who acts upon new principles;he must therefore entertain new ideas,and form new opinions…Here individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of men,whose labors and posterity will one day cause great changes in the world…An immigrant when he first arrives…no sooner breathes our air than he forms new schemes,and embarks in designs he never would have thought of in his own country…He begins to feel the effects of a sort of resurrection;hitherto he had not lived,but simply vegetated;he now feels himself a man…Judge what an alteration there must arise in the mind and thoughts of this man;…his heart involuntarily swells and glows;this first swell inspires him with those new thoughts which constitute an American.
(9)



Another answer to the same question was given by Israel Zangwill,a British writer,whose viewpoint seems to be more original.He pointed out:

No…the real American has not yet arrived.He is only in the Crucible,I tell you that he will be the fusion of all races,perhaps the coming superman.
(10)



Eric Foner(1943- ),an American historian,noticed that the huge tidal wave of freedom in America washed away the English power with its aristocratic society,hereditary principles,established state churches,hierarchical customs and out-of-date political and social confinements.In front of the huge tidal wave,people could do nothing but surrender.

It is well known that the American Revolution started in the name of freedom,or American freedom was born out of a revolution.“Freedom”was the most sonorous word which was transplanted from the Old World.Since it came to the New World,it has become a deep-rooted value.And,since the Ancient Times,this sweet word has been so attractive that people would rather die for it.For thousands of years people have struggled,shed their blood and even sacrificed their lives for it.The case of America is no exception.However,it is idiotic nonsense to envision America of the early time as a classless,free,egalitarian and idyllic farmer’s country.As to this,Foner went to a great length to discuss the issue of freedom in the different periods of the American history.In The Story of American Freedom,he warned us that there were two most-widely-used words in the 18th
 -century legal documents:“freedom”and“slavery,”that slavery was as old as human civilization and that slavery in its varied forms existed in North America for a fairly long time.He stated that when freedom was defined as economic independence there would be a demarcation line between the classes that could enjoy freedom and the classes that could not enjoy freedom.
(11)

 Judging by this standard,most English people of the 18th
 century were far from being“free,”not to mention the great majority of American colonialists of that time.On the surface, there existed no hereditary aristocracy in America,which often made colonists much proud.But,deep inside,there was a stratified society under free men.Take American blacks and white women for instance:about 500,000 blacks who toiled as slaves on the American soil during the Colonial Times were naturally not counted as“free”men.As to“free”white women,their identity was in practice included in the identity of their fathers and that of their husbands,because women of that time had no legal right to manipulate their own destiny. So,there was no opportunity for them to gain economic independence.In terms of political and individual independence,women were not comparable to men,either;in the eyes of men,women lacked rationality,courage, decisiveness and other qualities that were required of modern citizens.Therefore,independence was defined as a male quality rather than women’s,and the normal status of women was submissiveness and dependence.
(12)



In addition,Foner cited indentured servants,apprentices, housemaids,child laborers,transported convicts,sailors in the Royal Navy as the examples of semi-slaves in varied forms among the white population.Another American scholar named John C.Miller(1608-1674)also mentioned the phenomenon.According to the two scholars,
(13)

 the freedom in North America had existed in a form of social status continuum for a long time till very recently.That means that along this continuum all ranks of people,from proprietors of estate to slaves deprived of their rights,enjoyed more or less freedom.The indentured servants who willingly gave up their right of freedom within the indentureship constituted a main part of all the non-slave laborers in North America during the whole Colonial Times.Till the early 1770s approximately half of the immigrants from England and Scotland were indentured servants,who promised to fulfill their indentures in order to win their ship-tickets.Having arrived in America,they began to toil in the fields shoulder to shoulder with black slaves. Like black slaves,they too could be arbitrarily punished or even sold by their masters.Their special duties and obligations to their masters were guaranteed by the courts of justice.One of the indentured women servants complained in 1756 that she was forced to work day and night and was often trussed up and whipped.Unlike black slaves,this kind of workers had the freedom of contract;i.e.they could expect to gain freedom someday on condition that they could survive the indentureship.But,in reality,many of them failed to do so. History tells us that they belonged to the middle stratum between slaves and free men.

If we open any books on the American history,we can easily find the fact that freedom and slavery coexisted in the United States for a long time.Together with slavery were the battles against American Indians—the aborigines in the Americas.At first,the tension and conflicts between Native Indians and European immigrants could be pacified by means of peace treaties or/and intermarriages.But as the number of European immigrants increased greatly,the demands of immigrants were becoming more and more complex,and when their demands could not be satisfied,battles between immigrants and Indians were inevitable.

In the early 1800s,when newly-rising America expanded swiftly to the south and the west of the continent,white immigrants considered the Five Civilized Indian Tribes in Southeast America—Cherokee,Creek,Choctaw,Chicasaw and Seminole—to be the greatest obstacle to the“social progress.”Eager for land to raise cotton,they pressured the federal government to acquire Indian territories.Meanwhile, Indians made a big attempt to prevent them from doing so,and mainly used non-violent strategies to achieve it.In order to assimilate themselves and live peacefully with whites,they adopted a strategy to imitate the Anglo-American way:a large-scale farming,Western education and slave-owning.But,this strategy still made whites jealous and hostile.Even President Andrew Jackson(1767-1845)strongly supported the idea of eradicating Native Indians.In 1814,he led an army by himself in defeating the resistance of Creek Indians.On May 28th
 ,1830,the U.S.federal government,under the administration of Andrew Jackson, promulgated The Indian Removal Act in hopes of annexing the land of the said tribes by trading for the lands west of the Mississippi River.Undoubtedly,this act met opposition and indefatigable resistance from the Indians.From 1622 to 1890,after numerous battles,Native Indians were eventually conquered by European immigrants.Not until 1975 did the American Congress pass another bill Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act,permitting Native Indians to establish an autonomy.
(14)




1.1.2　Enlightened People and Outlandish People

In the first half of the 19th
 century,M.Ampere,a famous French traveler,made a visit to America to study its new culture.Later,in 1853,his views were published in an article“French Views of America—Ampere’s Account of His Visit to the United States,”in which he said that Greece, Italy,Turkey and Egypt were the best places for those who wanted to see things of remote antiquity,and that England, Germany,Spain and Scandinavia were well worth visiting if people wanted to see things of the Middle Ages and the Modern Times and that America was the most attractive for visitors to explore brand-new and fashionable things.Ampere also noticed a phenomenon that people in Europe often mentioned Americans’straightforwardness and unsubmissiveness in verbal and non-verbal behaviors.He intentionally cited Edward Everett(1794-1865),the president of Harvard University,as a refutation to the doubt whether there were authentic scholars and gentlemen in the United States of America.
(15)

 From A pril,1831 to February,1832, Charles Alexis de Tocqueville(1805-1859),a noted French political scientist and historian,took advantage of the prison reform of France to pay a special visit to the United States of America for its culture and democracy.What touched him most was the equal identity everywhere in America as well as Americans’love for a stable and abundant rural life.In Democracy in America,he particularly compared the rural residents of the Old World with those of the New World of that time.In his article“Why the Americans Are So Restless in the Midst of Their Prosperity,”Tocqueville continued:

In America I saw the freest and most enlightened men placed in the happiest circumstances that the world affords,it seemed to me as if a cloud habitually hung upon their brow,and I thought them serious and almost sad, even in their pleasures.…It is strange to see with what feverish ardor the Americans pursue their own welfare,and to watch the vague dread that constantly torments them lest they should not have chosen the shortest path which may lead to it.…When all the privileges of birth and fortune are abolished,when all professions are accessible to all,and a man’s own energies may place him at the top of any one of them,an easy and unbounded career seems open to his ambition and he will readily persuade himself that he is born to no common destinies.But this is an erroneous notion,which is corrected by daily experience.The same equality that allows every citizen to conceive these lofty hopes renders all the citizens less able to realize them;it circumscribes their powers on every side,while it gives freer scope to their desires.
(16)



In contrast with Tocqueville’s“Americans Are Restless,” Henry Steele Commager(1902-1998),an American historian, maintained that Americans were optimistic,capable and vigorous enough to accomplish any great undertaking and that they hated hesitation,timidity and red tape in human character and administration.
(17)

 While praising American democracy,Tocqueville observed the despotic rule by the majority in the country,which, to his mind,was one of the pitfalls of democracy.
(18)

 As to the despotic rule by the majority,Emily Dickinson(1830-1886),the greatest American poetess,wrote about the same idea in Poem 435 below:

Much Madness is divinest Sense—

To a discerning Eye—

Much Sense—the starkest Madness—

’Tis the Majority

In this,as All,prevail—

Assent—and you are sane—

Demur—you’re straightway dangerous—

And handled with a Chain—

In Civil Disobedience,Henry David Thoreau(1817-1862),the most influential writer and philosopher of the 19th
 century America,expressed his strong aversion to the government’s over-intervention in civil affairs,saying that although American civilization had greatly improved the housing conditions yet it had failed to equally improve the qualities of inhabitants.He added:

While civilization has been improving our houses,it has not equally improved the men who are to inhabit them.It has created palaces,but it was not so easy to create noblemen and kings.
(19)



Henry James(1843-1916),a renowned 19th
 -century American-British literary man born from a notable intellectual family in New York,carefully observed the life of the American upper class and that of the European upper class through his frequent trips to both the Old and the New Worlds.In 1869,after his journeys to England, France,Italy and so on,he determined to give up the American citizenship and moved to Europe.In 1915,because of his discontentment with America’s“neutrality”in the early period of World War I,he firmly joined the British citizenship.Upon the simplicity,directness and roughness of Americans James looked down with disgust;to the variety,exquisiteness and profundity of European cultures James looked up with admiration.In his opinion, the reason why Americans were made such was that they were the most self-conscious people in the world;they insisted on the belief that other nations were conspiring to debase them.
(20)



On December 24th
 ,1882,Oscar Wilde(1854-1900),a noted Irish poet,writer and artist,landed on the American soil and stayed there for a whole year,giving lectures to different groups of people.What astonished him was the American sneer at his weird dressing and appearance,strange verbal and non-verbal behaviors together with his poems and ideas.Of course,more Americans swarmed to his fame and talent.Once,he was in Leadville,a small town by the Rocky Mountains,giving a lecture to the miners there.When he talked about Florentine art,he found almost all the miners dozing off.That night,after the lecture,he,together with some of the miners and their girlfriends,went to a bar,which was hung with a banner on which a sentence wrote“Don’t shoot the artist;he had done his best.”Later,as he recalled this experience,he commented with great relish that he had never expected to meet with Americans in such a remote town who still had a pursuit of beauty.But,what made him feel sorry was American barbarism and decadence,which he concluded in his famous statement:“America is the only country that went from barbarism to decadence without civilization in between.”
(21)

 Although this statement sounds more or less exaggerative,yet it can mirror the viewpoint of Europeans,espesially.educated Europeans.

To be true,in terms of the views of Americans there is a gap between European visitors to America and European immigrants or/and their descendents in America.Henry B. Adams(1838-1918),an American historian and a contemporary of Oscar Wilde,saw America as the successful result of all youthful hopes and vigorous reforms.He stated:
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Fig.2　The old lady is taking the oath to become an American citizen.American society is a sort of flat,fresh-water pond which absorbs silently,without reaction,anything which is thrown into it.
(22)



Another case is Henry Steele Commager,the aforementioned American historian.While summing up the features of the American character and personality,he made almost all positive comments.The expressions he used to describe the American character and personality include:“diligent,”“honest,”“pioneering,”“bold,”“adventurous,”“effort-optimistic,”“idealistic,”“independent,”“selfconfident,”“energetic,”“innovative,”“creative,”“imaginative,”“enthusiastic,”“flexible,”“changeable,”“efficient,”“open-minded,”“tolerant,”“cautious,”“suspicious,”“candid,”“straightforward,”“rough,”“tough,”“boorish,”“rude,”“humorous,”“patriotic,”“proud,”“generous,”“casual,”“informal,”“hospitable,”“sociable,”“keen on trying and experimenting,”“fond of running schools,”“fond of sports,”“obedient to the law,”“materialistic but not boastful,”“practical but not vainglorious,”“disrespectful to the authority and the tradition,”“advocating equality and individualism,”“hating empty theories and profound philosophyies,”“sometimes adopting the double standard,”…
(23)

 Of these descriptive expressions,only a few are derogatory.However, Commager’s works once aroused complaints and criticisms from Afro-Americans.In the late 1950s and early 1960s, Afro-American leaders repeatedly asked Commager and his Growth of the American Republic co-author Samuel Eliot Morison(1887-1976,American admiral and historian)to remove the racist passages from the 1950 edition of their widely-used history textbook.The following is an excerpt from the passages targeted as a false and objectionable justification for slavery.

As for“Sambo,”whose wrongs moved the abolitionists to wrath and tears,there is some reason to believe that he suffered less than any other class in the South for its“Peculiar Institution.”…Although brought to America by force,the incurably optimistic Negro soon became attached to the country,and devoted to his white folks.
(24)



In the Spring 2004 edition of History of Education Quarterly,Jonathan Zimmerman,an American historian, commented:

Starting in 1950,for example,Afro-Americans petitioned well-known race liberals Henry Steele Commager and Samuel Eliot Morison to revise their popular textbook,Growth of the American Republic,which declared that the American slave—or“Sambo,”as the text called him—was“adequately fed,well cared for,and apparently happy.”Privately,the authors joked about Black complaints—“bushman squawks,”Morison called them—against their book.“Felix the nigger-baiter is funny!”Morison told Commager,using the latter’s nickname.Miffed by attacks upon his own liberal credentials,Morison stressed that his daughter was married to Jewish NAACP President Joel Spingarn—and that“Sambo”had been Morison’s childhood nickname.Eventually,Morison agreed to remove the term“pickanninies”;in future editions,he quipped,black children would be described only as“nice little seal-brown darlings.”But he insisted upon retaining“Sambo,”“Uncle Daniel,”and several other images of slave docility.“I’ll be damned if I’ll take them out for…anybody,”Morison told Commager.
(25)



Of course,there are views about Americans that are based upon rational and objective perspectives of observers either from within or from outside.For example,David Aikman(1944- ),a British writer and journalist of the American magazine Time,once made a remark about the religiousness and secularity of Americans by saying that those who occupy the top positions in the cultural and recreational circles are mostly secular while common people in America stick to their own way:going to church,donating to charitable organizations and abiding by The Ten Commandments or The Beatitudes.
(26)

 Daniel Bell(1919- ), another American scholar,asserted that Americans suffered from“schizophrenia”—two different kinds of language families:one being fetishism,utilitarianism and egoism;the other being religiousness,altruism and community.
(27)



American TV programs,Hollywood movies and other forms of entertainment give us a picture of the daily and moral life in America,but in reality the daily and moral life of average Americans is quite different.Actually,many,many ordinary Americans follow laws and rules,and appear more traditional and conservative in terms of private life than people from many other countries.

With reference to the American character of“keen on trying and experimenting,”Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill(1874-1965),the well-known British statesman and historian,gave his opinion below:

You can always count on Americans to do the right thing—after they’ve tried everything else.
(28)



Mark Twain(Samuel Langhorne Clemens,1835-1910),an American humorist and realist writer,once made a comparison between the British and the American as far as the innovative spirit was concerned.According to him,Americans were less conservative than the British.He said:

An Englishman is a person who does things because they have been done before.An American is a person who does things because they haven’t been done before.

But,talking about the ruling class of America,he made fun of it by taking the following dim view:

There is no distinctly American criminal class—except Congress.
(29)



Similarly,Lily Tomlin(1939- ),an American writer and actress,mocked the folly of American politicians on one hand,and listed the strong-points of ordinary American people on the other.She believed that ninety-eight percent of the adults in America were decent,hardworking,honest people whereas two percent that got all the publicity wanted to be elected by the former.
(30)

 George Bernard Shaw(1856-1950), the 1925 Nobel Prize winner in Literature and the renowned Irish playwright,was also greatly impressed by the American character.He pointed out:

Americans adore me and will go on adoring me until I say something nice about them.
(31)



To a famous British poet named Alfred Edward Housman(1859-1936),there was an air of incorrigible innocence in every American,the innocence which seemed to conceal a diabolical cunning.
(32)

 In 2006,on the eve of the 230th
 anniversary of American Independence,Britain’s Daily Telegraph took a poll of the British views of Americans.The views of the great majority of people polled were that today’s America was a rude,arrogant,cruel,violent and class-andrace divided society and also a country controlled by a few mega-enterprises and that Americans were rude,rough, poorly-cultured,greedy for money as well as ignorant of the outside.
(33)

 Comparatively,the following view of Gore Vidal(1925- ),an American writer and social critic,was more similar to as well as more specific than that of James T. Farrell:

Fifty percent of people won’t vote,and fifty percent don’t read newspapers.I hope it’s the same fifty percent who’ll vote and read.

When discussing the issues of money and democracy, Vidal continued:

The more money an American accumulates,the less interesting he becomes.

Our form of democracy is bribery,on the highest scale.
(34)



Yet,Albert Einstein(1879-1955),the 1921 Nobel Physics Prize winner,categorically rejected the view that Americans were“money-chasers.”He answered back:

Too many of us look upon Americans as dollar chasers.This is a cruel libel,even if it is reiterated thoughtlessly by the Americans themselves.
(35)



Compared with Europeans and Americans,Canadians, due to geographical proximity,have a more insightful and objective viewpoint of Americans,which often perplexes East Asians,for the latter tend to mistake Canadians for Americans,just as many Europeans and Americans confuse Chinese with Japanese.In the discussion about the issue of the mutual cognitions of the two nations,J.Bartlett Brebner(1895-1957),a Canadian historian,put forward his opinion below:

Americans are benevolently ignorant about Canada,while Canadians are malevolently well informed about the United States.
(36)



There is another Canadian scholar called Robertson Davies(1913-1995),who once discussed American frivolity by commenting:

The people of the United States,perhaps more than any other nation in history,love to abase themselves and proclaim their unworthiness,and seem to find refreshment in doing so…That is a dark frivolity,but still frivolity.
(37)



Nevertheless,blacks’views of America and white Americans can represent to a great extent the views of the colored people in the country.For instance,Martin Luther King,Jr.(1929-1968),the famous Afro-American leader for civil rights,criticized American racist policies severely in his oration“I Have a Dream”in a non-violent demonstration:

So we have come here today to dramatize an appalling condition.In a sense we have come to our nation’s capital to cash a check.When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence,they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir.

This note was a promise that all men would be guaranteed the inalienable rights of life,liberty,and the pursuit of happiness.It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of color are concerned.
(38)



The dream of Martin Luther King,Jr.was that one day America would become a nation where blacks would not be judged by their skin color but by their character and talent. Malcolm X.(1925-1965),another Afro-American civil rights activist who enjoyed equal popularity,felt that being born in America didn’t make colored people really Americans.
(39)



On the contrary,the views of America and its people by former American presidents,representatives of WASP
(40)

 culture,were basically positive.One example was President Thomas Jefferson(1743-1826).He claimed that the U.S. Constitution was unquestionably the wisest ever presented to men.
(41)

 Another example was President James Madison(1751-1836),Father of the U.S.Constitution,who always looked at the constitution,democracy and political system of the United States with reverence and wonder,saying that the case of America was“a promise of the world”and that America“will be the workshop of liberty to the Civilized World.”
(42)

 On the nature of Americans President John F. Kennedy(1917-1963)made the following comment:

The American,by nature,is optimistic.He is experimental,an inventor and a builder who builds best when called upon to build greatly.
(43)



Concerning the qualities of most of the ordinary American people,President Franklin D.Roosevelt(1882-1945)said:

I sometimes think that the saving grace of America lies in the fact that the overwhelming majority of Americans are possessed of two great qualities—a sense of humor and a sense of proportion.
(44)



But,when discussing the issues of non-WASP ethnic groups or cultures,many of former American presidents held an arrogant,condescending or ambiguous attitude.As mentioned before,President Andrew Jackson’s attitude was hostile and condescending.According to“People ＆ Events, Indian Removal”(1814-1858),
(45)

 Jackson’s attitude toward Native Americans was paternalistic and patronizing—he described them as children in need of guidance,and believed the removal policy was beneficial to the Indians.

In the eyes of Europeans,Americans have no tradition at all.Despite the fact that they are better than Europeans in individual freedom,economic strength and technological efficiency,they are less tolerant of and more conservative and provincial to ethical,cultural issues.Americans are more direct,more casual and more flexible but also more boorish, vulgar and outlandish.They just act upon rules and regulations,and encourage their kids to stand alone and go their own way.Generally,they are inquisitive and hairsplitting.By comparison,Frenchmen,Dutchmen,Italians and Scandinavians appear more tolerant of such social phenomena as free sex,homosex,porn,nudism,drug-using, abortion,divorce and the scandals of their leaders,while Englishmen and Germans more formal and conservative. When teaching their children,Europeans always ask them to show respect to others first.To Europeans,Americans’debates over women’s rights,abortion,school curricula, private weaponry and so on seem to be ridiculous,and even make no sense at all.All in all,Europeans pay more attention to their privacy,especially.family privacy.So,it is understandable that in the United States more personal or family scandals turn out to be political scandals.
(46)



Nevertheless,Americans do not care much about the views that their brothers and sisters in Europe take of them. After all,they have set up their own standards and got their own ways and principles of dealing with people and doing things.Anyway,Americans,shallow or profound,have been leading Europe and even the world for a long period of time.


1.2　Views of East Asians

As I know,God favors you.

Mao Zedong(1893-1976,Chairman of the CCP)

said in 1972 to Henry Kissinger(1923- ,

the 56th
 Secretary of State of the United States)

To most Japanese people,the assertion that American workers are lazy is irrelevant.

Jennie Smith(American scholar)wrote in

A Japanese View of Americans


1.2.1　Japanese:From Learner to Megalomaniac to Follower

Throughout the history of Japan and until the first shipwrecked Portuguese sailors landed on the Japanese shores in 1543,Japan,as a mysterious island kingdom,had largely insulated from the outside world except for a period during China’s Tang Dynasty when it was attracted by Chinese power and culture and during the 13th
 century when it was threatened by the Mongol army.Generally accepted,in the Ancient Times the two cultures that had greatly influenced the island nation were Chinese secular culture(Confucianism in particular)and Indian religious culture(Buddhism in particular).Those alien cultures were successfully assimilated and adapted by Japan to meet its conditions and needs.For the two centuries before the Western powers came in the mid-1800s,Japanese ports had been closed to all but a few Dutch and Chinese traders.Holland was selected as Japan’s sole window to the West partly because the former had provided arms and ships to the shogun forces during the Shimabara Rebellion(1637-1638)
(47)

 and partly because the Dutch were willing to confine themselves to trade.In 1616-1641,Japan adopted the“closing the door”policy,which lasted till 1853 with the arrival of American vessels. U pon the advent of the Western threat in the mid-1800s,Japan’s first response was to carry out koku-gaku(the Japanese Studies),which gradually turned to zon-hou-jou-i(尊皇攘夷),the purpose of which was meant to protect Japan from foreign invasion.But,their attempt was in vain.By the middle of the nineteenth century,Japan’s ruling Shogunate was a weak feudal order,unable to control all its own domains,let alone to defend the nation against a threat from the Western powers. Consequently,Commodore Matthew C.Perry(1794-1858)and a squadron of the U.S.Navy landed at Kurihama(today’s Yokosuka)in 1853 and 1854,forcing Japan to open its door by conducting commerce with the West.The result was a series of“unequal”treaties in which Japan was forced to concede special economic and legal privileges to the Western powers.

Just across a small sea Japan faced Qing China—weak and humiliated, an example of what could befall a great Asian nation unable to defend itself against Western imperialism,which shocked Japanese.Determined that Japan should not share China’s fate,and convinced that modernization would save Japan,a group of middle-ranking samurai abolished the feudal order by means of overthrowing the military government of the Shogun in 1868.After that,the Meiji Restoration(1868-1890)was started.It was in many ways a profound revolution as well as a full-scale modernization. Japanese new leaders learned the political,economic,and social institutions and systems from the Western powers and selectively adopted those suited to their purposes.During the Meiji Restoration,Japanese began to learn from the West on a full scale,even raising the clarion call“Abandoning Asia and Joining Europe”
(48)

 so as to modernize Japan as well as build it into a modern civilized nation by imitating the Western nations. In December,1871,Iwakura Tomomi(岩仓具视,1825-1883),as Minister of the Right,led the two-year around-the-world journey known as the Iwakura Mission,visiting the United States and several countries in Europe for the purpose of renegotiating the unequal treaties and gathering information to help effect the modernization of Japan.This journey lasted 22 months altogether.Kume Kunitake(久米邦武,1839-1931),a historian in Meiji Japan,was the private secretary to Iwakura Tomomi. After his return to Japan in 1878,he published the Tokumei Zenken Taishi Bei-O Kairan Jikki(Illustrated True Account of the Observations of the Ambassadors Plenipotentiary of America and Europe),a fivevolume account of the journey,and of what he observed of the United States and Europe.According to this account,the group of about 50 leading government figures on the said mission were deeply touched by the pioneering and founding spirit and the spirit of independence of Americans.To be sure,this account played a big role in introducing and publicizing Western nations.
(49)
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Fig.3　Arizona Memorial Museum in Pearl Harbor,Hawaii,U.S.A.

The enthusiastic adoption of new Western technologies caused an explosion of industrial productivity and diversification and an acceleration of industrial modernization on the part of Japan,where a national military and universal conscription were established.Compulsory public education was introduced both to teach the skills needed for the new nation and to inculcate values of citizenship in all Japanese.Since the Meiji Restoration, Japan had taken a new look till the eve of World War II.

The 1894-1895 Sino-Japanese War and the 1904-1905 Russo-Japanese War did whet Japanese ambitions and haughtiness.When it came to the two World Wars,particularly World War II,Japan had changed its image of a humble student to the image of a megalomaniac,and even began to defy the West.Japanese became so arrogant as to despise Western powers.They affirmed that the British and the American were superficially strong or just powerful materially but weak-willed or fragile spiritually.During the Pacific War(1941-1945),Japanese leaders who suffered from megalomania repeatedly stressed the superiority of the Japanese army by reiterating the weaknesses of American imperialism.In their eyes,America was nothing compared with Japanese samurai morale and strong will in spite of the fact that the former was a bigger and militarily stronger nation.They asserted that the war was a duel between Japanese spiritual power and American material power rather than a test of military strength alone.
(50)

 However,the result of the duel was the defeat of Japan.

In the post-war period,especially 1950s,Japan’s re-construction was carried out with American aid.Although many,many Japanese hated America in the beginning years of American occupation,yet they were impressed with the high-mindedness of the Americans,who placed reform over Japan’s rehabilitation.What the Japanese had to do was to submerge their nationalism within a pro-Americanism,i.e.“Japanese readily identify with certain Americans and their ideas:General MacArthur,who believed that Japan could be reformed;President Kennedy,who first enunciated the doctrine of interdependence;President Reagan,who will not think evil of either the United States or Japan.The Japanese reject other American ideas,such as containment,big-power chauvinism,and Japanese bashing.”
(51)



As time passed by,Japanese gradually changed their attitudes toward America.Many of them began to take a positive view of America and to accept many of American values.This time they became true followers of America.Based on the research of Nathaniel B.Thayer,a professor of Asian studies at the School for Advanced International Studies,the John Hopkins University,since the middle 1970s,the United States has been both liked and disliked.For two years,1973-1974,the Japanese who spoke ill of the United States were almost equal in number to the Japanese who spoke well of the country.However,a few Japanese say that they dislike America;more Japanese say that they like America.Still,a lot of Japanese refuse to take a clear-cut attitude toward America.
(52)

 Their feel about and attitude toward Americans are complicated.

According to Nathaniel B.Thayer,Japanese newspapers present three images of America:historical America,geographical America and political America.When the Japanese talk about historical America,the tone is friendly dispassion.When it comes to geographical America,its breadth and width still awe the Japanese.As to political America,the Japanese take the same attitudes as they take attitudes toward the Japanese government.Even Nathaniel B.Thayer noticed the difficulty in summing up the Japanese attitudes:

A difficulty,then,in describing Japanese attitudes toward America is to decide which America the Japanese are talking about.What is clear is that the Japanese cannot imagine a world without America.
(53)




1.2.2　Chinese:From Naive Fantast to Estranger-Antagonist to Rival-Partner

Chinese views of America and its people have followed a long and tortuous course.For more than one century and a half,from the First Opium War(1939-1942)
(54)

 till now, Chinese have been unceasingly modifying their views and attitudes:from curiosity and expectation to disappointment and complaint,from indignation and enmity to understanding and friendliness,from misgiving and estrangement to rivalry and cooperativeness,etc.The changeability of the American image was emphasized in a book written by a Chinese scholar on the American history:

The image of the United States is not immutable or is unlikely to remain static and constant.Even today,in the 1990s,it is still difficult to say that the image of America to the minds of Chinese has been fixed.Or rather,to us Chinese,America is,to a greater extent,still an“insoluble mystery.”
(55)



Unlike Japan,China of the early period of the Late Qing was too proud of its vast territory,long history and brilliant civilization to become an active and modest learner of the West.Yet,like Japan,China was,at the first stage,a naive fantast of America.China and the United States are located in the Eastern Hemisphere and the Western Hemisphere respectively,and stand far apart facing each other.In the early Modern Times,Chinese described with a verse the United States as the antipode of China separated by vast oceans.
(56)

 In the Late Qing,Lin Zexu(林则徐,1785-1850),a famous Chinese scholar and official,was the first Chinese to watch the outside world with open eyes.Intrinsically,he was opposed to the opening of Qing China but felt the need of a better knowledge of Western Barbarians(西夷),which drove him to collect many materials for a geography of the world, including that of the United States.He later gave the materials to Wei Yuan(魏源,1794-1856),a famous Chinese scholar of the Late Qing,who published an Illustrated Treatiseon the Maritime Kingdoms(《海国图志》)in 1844. For the said materials,Lin was seen as the first Chinese to introduce America to China.

Lin’s introduction about America influenced subsequent Chinese literati and officials.Take Wei Yuan,Liang Tingnan(梁廷楠,1796-1861)and Xu Jiyu(徐继畬,1795-1873)for example.Initially,Wei Yuan and Liang Tingnan confused North America and Africa,believing that the United States and Canada were located in Africa.
(57)

 In his works An Introduction to the United States,Liang expressed his admiration for the democracy and the legal system of America. To him,the humanist idea in Confucianism was perfected and realized in North America.
(58)

 In his book The Historical Geography of theWorld(《瀛环志略》),Xu,for the first time in China’s history,translated the English“The United States of America”into the Chinese“米利坚合众国,”and introduced President George Washington to Chinese as well.Since then,“President Washington” has become a great name well known to almost every household in China.His original descriotion on George Washington is cited below:
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Fig.4　George Washington,(1732-1799, the First President of the U.S.A.)

(米利坚合众国)幅员万里,不设王侯之号,不循世及之规,公器付之公论,创古今未有之局,一何奇也!……华盛顿,异人也……开疆万里,乃不僭位号,不传子孙,而创为推举之法,几乎天下为公,侵乎三代之遗意。
(59)



Xu Jiyu’s favorable comment on George Washington quoted above exercised a great influence upon many Chinese literati and officials of that time,and it also catered to the psychology of the anti-British Chinese who were in search of effective ways to strengthen China.Later,diplomatic missions sent by the Qing court paid special visits to Mount Vernon near Alexandria,Virginia,the home place of President Washington.The simple and ordinary furnishings of George Washington’s house impressed Chinese visitors very much. What was more,the fine qualities of President Washington compelled admiration on the part of Chinese visitors,just as Zhi Gang(志刚)and Dai Hongci(戴鸿慈,1853-1910,an official of the Qing court)pointed out:

以一废退武职,崛起于人心思奋之时,卒成数千里大业。而乃功成名遂,身退而不为功名富贵所囿,故一世之雄也哉。(Zhi Gang’s quotation)

盖创世英雄,自以身为公仆,卑宫恶服,不自暇逸。以有白宫之遗型,历代总统咸则之。诚哉,不以天下奉一人也。(Dai Hongci’s quotation)
(60)



In the Modern Times,following the first travel notes about European and American experiences entitled Travel Notes on Europe and America(《西海纪游草》)written in 1849 by Lin Zhen(林针,a businessman in the Late Qing), were Travel Notes on the First Mission to the West(《初使泰西记》)written in 1872 by Zhi Gang,Travel Round Europe and America(《欧美环游记》)written in 1875 by Zhang Deyi(张德彝,1847-1918,a scholar and official of the Qing court), New Notes on Travel Round the World(《环游地球新录》) written in 1876 by Li Gui(李圭,1842-1903,a businessman in the Late Qing),Travel Noteson the New World(《新大陆游记》)written in 1902 by Liang Qichao(梁启超,1873-1929,a noted historian and prominent political thinker,activist and reformer)and so on.The above-mentioned writers, generally,took a positive attitude to America and its people after their sojourn in or visits to the States.For instance,Lin Zhen did not think of America as such an evil country as Britain and France,though he regarded it as a wild and barbarian nation that needed Confucianism.However,Li Gui held a much more positive view which represented that of Chinese industrialists and businessmen of that time.Unlike Lin,Li refused to see America as a barbarian nation;instead he admired the United States as one of the Western powers located in the Western Hemisphere.His travel notes focused more on geographic America as well as his reflections on Qing China.Of all Chinese travel notes on America in the Late Qing,the most profound and representative was Liang Qichao’s Travel Noteson the New World,in which the writer narrated the political and economic systems of America with great admiration.He wrote:

去年九月以国事东渡,居于亚洲,创行立宪政体之第一先进国,是为生平游他国之始。今年十一月,乃航太平洋,将适全地球创行共和政体之第一先进国,是为生平游他洲之始。于是生二十七年矣,乃于今始学为国人,学为世界人。

Liang also noticed the embarrassing situation of the Chinese-Americans.His insightful analysis of it is boiled down to the following four weak-points,which can be understood as a sort of reason for the situation:

……一曰有族民资格而无市民资格。……二曰有村落思想而无国家思想。

……三曰只能受专制不能享自由。……四曰无高尚之目的。
(61)



As for the other travel notes during the Late Qing,we still find similarly favorable attitudes taken by the Chinese writers toward America.For the well-known reason,China of the Late Qing showed unfriendly and suspicious attitudes toward all Western countries except the United States.The earliest groups of Americans who came to Qing China were mostly Christian missionaries,who engaged themselves not merely in missionary work,but also in educational and cultural undertakings,which won a good opinion and respect from the literati in China,particularly those in the coastal regions.Even the sailors of American merchant ships appeared more polite and graceful than their counterparts of Europe to Chinese.In addition,one of the basic policies adopted by the Qing court was to win over the American in order to check the British,namely the policy of“playing off one power against another.”(以夷制夷)Such representatives of the Westernization Movement(洋务运动,1861-1894)in the Late Qing as Zeng Guofan(曾国藩,1811-1872,a court minister and the founder of the Xiang Army),Li Hongzhang(李鸿章,1823-1901,a court minister and the founder of the Huai Army),Zhang Zhidong(张之洞,1837-1909,one of the“Four Famous Officials of the Late Qing,”well-known for his summarized phrase“Chinese learning for fundamental principles and Western learning for practical application”[中学为体,西学为用]),Sheng Xuanhuai(盛宣怀,1844-1916,a famous statesman and entrepreneur),Yi Xin(奕,1833-1898,the sixth son of Daoguang Emperor and the leader of the Westernization Movement),Wang Tao(王韬,1828-1897,a celebrated political theorist and thinker)and Zheng Guanying(郑观应,1842-1922,a prominent industrialist and reformist) were impressed both by vast and abundant America and by democratic America.Zeng Guofan,Li Hongzhang,Kang Youwei(康有为,1858-1927,a noted scholar and prominent political thinker and reformer)and others even thought the American to be a simple,kind,honest,lawful and obedient people.In their opinion,America had no ambition and ill intention of China as it was a newly-established modern nation as well as a far-away country.For this reason,the Qing court should depend upon the United States.In the words of Dr. Sun Yatsen(孙逸仙,1866-1925,Father of the Chinese revolution),the United States was the most civilized,the most abundant and the most powerful nation on earth,which set an excellent example for disaster-ridden China.
(62)



If we say that during the Late Qing Chinese were somewhat ignorant,naive and optimistic of America,then Chinese in the early period of the Republic of China(1912- 1949)became fascinated with the New World.One event that greatly affected the views of the Chinese elite of America and its people was the Boxer Rebellion Indemnity Scholarship Program(庚子赔款奖学金项目)that the United States initiated after the Boxer Rebellion(义和团运动,1898-1900). This program was provided for Chinese students to receive higher education in the U.S.For this purpose,Tsinghua College(清华学堂)was established in Beijing in April,1911 on the site of a former royal garden belonging to a prince.It was first a preparatory school for students later sent by the government to study in the United States.The faculty members for sciences were recruited by the Y MCA from the United States and its graduates transferred directly to American schools as juniors upon graduation.In 1925,the school established its College Department and started its research institute on the Chinese Studies.In 1928,the authorities officially changed its name to National Tsing Hua University(NTHU,国立清华大学).
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 For decades of years, this university with its unique characteristics of the Chinese style and the Western style combined,ancient learning and modern learning integrated,and sciences and humanities interwoven has produced numerous Chinese academic masters, which has made an enormous impact on China’s revolution and construction.Among those masters were Hu Shi(胡适,1891-1962,a national scholar),Wen Yiduo(闻一多,1899-1946, a great poet and scholar),Liang Sicheng or Liang Jr.(梁思成, 1901-1972,a famous architect and educator of architecture as well as son of Liang Qichao),Qian Xuesen(钱学森,1911-2009,a noted scientist and Father of the Chinese missile)and Shi Huang(施滉,1900-1934,a scholar and political activist), just to mention a few.In 1910,Hu won the Boxer Rebellion Indemnity Scholarship and went to Cornell University,and in 1912 he transferred to Columbia University to study under John Dewey(1859-1952),a famous American philosopher, psychologist and educational reformer.In 1917,influenced by American pragmatism,he returned to China and soon became one of the leading and influential intellectuals during the New Culture Movement(新文化运动,1915-1919)and the May Fourth Movement(五四运动,1919.5.4.).Wen entered Tsinghua in 1912,and in 1922 travelled to the United States to study fine arts and literature in the Art Institute of Chicago.His patriotic poetry and democratic spirit has exercised a big influence on Chinese young people one generation after another.In 1915-1923,Liang Jr.studied at Tsinghua and in 1924-1927 learned architecture at the University of Pennsylvania.Having returned to China,he participated actively in the construction of New China(1949-now)and became the father of modern Chinese architecture.
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 As a Tsinghua candidate of the Boxer Rebellion Indemnity Scholarship,Qian was sent to the U.S.in 1935 to study at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology(MIT), and in 1936 he went to the California Institute of Technology, where he finished his graduate studies.Since his return to New China in the mid-1950s,he had made such a great contribution to the Chinese missile and rocket that he is reputed to be the father of the Chinese missile and the king of the Chinese rocket.Also,as a Tsinghua candidate of the Boxer Rebellion Indemnity Scholarship,Shi went to California in 1924 to study at Stanford University,where he took an active part in promulgating Communist ideas and the idea of the Chinese revolution among overseas Chinese.
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 Of the current academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, nearly one third are from Tsinghua.And the“Tsinghua phenomenon”has naturally produced the unambiguous views of America and its people held by the Chinese elite class,some of which are positive and others negative.Take Hu for example.During the period of the New Culture Movement,he spoke very highly of American democracy and admired Americans for their independent thinking and their not easily being intimidated by authorities and officials.Take Qian for another example.During the post-World War II era of McCarthyism,
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 thousands of Americans were accused of being Communists or Communist sympathizers,and Qian was no exception.In 1950,allegations were made that he was a Communist and his security clearance was revoked.The Federal Bureau of Investigation located a 1938 U.S. Communist Party document with his name on it.Qian found himself unable to pursue his career and within two weeks announced plans to return to China.After his announcement, the U.S.government imprisoned him in the isolated island off Long Beach.Because of the U.S.government’s persecution as well as its impediment of his plan to return to New China,he had a strong aversion to America of that dark era.

In the 1920s-1930s,especially after the outbreak of China’s anti-Japanese War,the Sino-American relationship was becoming closer and closer.At this time,the number of the articles about the United States on Chinese newspapers and magazines such as Knowledge of the World(《世界知识》)and The West Wind(《西风》)was increasing sharply,much bigger than that of the articles about other countries.Most of the above-mentioned articles dealt with the current affairs of America rather than the fundamental research into the nation. Furthermore,the happenings below—a larger number of Chinese students went to the United States for their studies; more schools,colleges and universities and other undertakings run by Americans emerged in China;the Hollywood movies instead of other foreign films prevailed in China;the United States was allied with China during World War II;etc.—increased the Chinese knowledge of America,both perceptual and rational,converting some Chinese intellectuals into pro-Americanists and others into anti-Americanists.
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 On the other hand,in 1921-1935,the Chinese Communist Party(CCP), influenced by the Comintern(1919-1943)and the domestic revolution,regarded the United States and Japan as two birds of a feather—both being imperialists.But,starting from 1937,a new view was formed on the part of the CCP that the United States,as one of the major democracies in the world, was opposite to Japan.
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 Americans like General Claire Lee Chennault(陈纳德将军,1893-1958),a major war hero in China who commanded the“Flying Tigers”(飞虎队)against the Japanese forces during World War II,and Edgar Snow(斯诺先生,1905-1972),an American journalist known for his books and articles on Communism in China and the Chinese Communist revolution,have been respectable figures in the eyes of the Chinese people.However,during the Chinese Civil War in 1945-1949,for the reason that America sided with the Kuomintang(国民党,KMT)the image of America in the minds of the Chinese Communists declined sharply:from the“friend”and the“hero”to“American imperialism”and the“bandit.”At this stage,Communist China and the United Stated began to become estranged from each other.

After World War II,the world entered the era of the Cold War(1945-1991).
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 In addition to it,Communist China(i.e. New China)was formally established in October,1949.After that,the ideological and political differences between China and America unavoidably resulted in the antagonistic relationship between the two.To make matters worse,the overbearing manner and hegemonic act on the part of the United States reinforced the bad image in the minds of the Chinese people.In the Korean War(1950-1953)and the Vietnam War(1959-1975),China and America,now hostile to each other,were engaged in the military battles.The two wars left Chinese an impression that American imperialism was a paper tiger,outwardly strong but inwardly weak.From the 1950s till the late 1970s,particularly during the“Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution”(“无产阶级文化大革命”, 1966-1976),
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 the people of mainland China believed that as American imperialism was going from bad to worse,the American culture took on all the corruptive features pertaining to late capitalism—corrupt upper-class,decadent youth, immoral society,rampant bandits and gangs,abject poverty and wanton extravagance,etc.In their views,the poor were nice people and the rich bad people.
(71)

 To Mao Zedong, particularly in 1949-1972,the United States was New China’s enemy,which should be despised strategically but worth taking seriously tactically.At the meeting of February,1972, Mao told Henry Kissinger,the then Secretary of State of the United States:“As I know,God favors you.”
(72)



Since the late 1970s,the Sino-American relationship has been becoming better and better in spite of some twists and turns in the process.China’s open-door policy and economic progress,the establishment of the Sino-American diplomatic relations,the termination of the Cold War and other events combined have greatly helped promote China’s modernization and globalization,which have in turn changed the face of China tremendously.Nowadays,Chinese,not having to worry about food and clothing,are enjoying more options in their life and in their value orientations as well.The evil image of American imperialism or the impossible American dream to the minds of ordinary Chinese is now being diluted gradually by diversified ways of living,either real or potential.The May 1st
 ,2003 issue of New Weekly(《新周刊》),a Chinese popular magazine,made a scan over the Chinese views of America and its people,in particular the views of the Chinese elite class in the 1980s-1990s.
(73)

 One of the examples is Hong Huang(洪晃),
(74)

 the CEO of China Interactive Media Group(中国互动媒体集团).Her first visit to the United States was accompanied by a sort of biased view of the country left by the education of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.To her great surprise,she failed to find an evil society in the United States in which the gap between the poor and the rich was huge and in which the poor were angels and the rich demons.As to the reason why the United States is better than any other nation or worse than any other nation in the view of many Chinese, Tang Shizeng(唐师曾,a contemporary photographer of China’s Xinhua News Agency)gave a vague answer:it is because China cares about America too much.Li Yangfan(李扬帆),a scholar of international relations from Beijing University,wrote in an essay“Diluted America”(《被稀释的美国》):

美国有三层含义:通俗文化意义上的美国是享受的天堂,好莱坞电影、NBA、麦当劳和肯德基席卷中国大中城市;教育文化意义上的美国是象牙之塔的顶峰,托福和GRE、GMAT成为中国大学的热门;政治意义上的美国是“民主和自由”的典范。

Zheng Xiaolong(郑小龙),the director of the Chinese TV series Beijingers in New York(《北京人在纽约》),loved and hated America at the same time.He found one thing common among the Chinese in America:some of them had loved America and others had hated America,but after a stay in the country for a period of time,nearly all of them cherished a paradoxical feeling:love and hate.By“love,”he meant the good feeling for that free land;by“hate”,he meant the bad feeling for that free land.To him, America was indeed a free land,but it is too free.That is to say,if you want to enjoy the freedom there,you must be well-prepared psychologically:to learn how to stand alone.According to Ai Weiwei(艾未未),a contemporary Chinese artist,you have the freedom of choice in the U.S.:either to live the life of an artist or to live the life of a beggar,where no one will blame or care about you and likewise you do not have to care about others.In his opinion,the biggest advantage of America is the room of freedom. His journey to the U.S.has changed his previous self—“a resentful youth.”The last example is Dr.Zhao Xiao(赵晓博士), a contemporary Chinese economist.While talking about the spiritual civilization of the United States,he gave his view below:

让我震惊的不是美国丰盛的物质文明,物质方面……震惊我的是支撑他们这种物质文明的我所见到的更为强大的精神文明。在诚信上,在工作态度上,在对待他人的态度上,美国人都要比我想象中来得友好和宽容。

Some of the above views and feelings are also shared by me.In 1988-1989,I stayed in America as an exchange scholar for an academic year.During that stay,I felt free,excited, curious,lonely,sometimes disappointed and torn by conflicting thoughts or cultural shock.…From the late 1990s to the early 2000s,I made other three trips to the United States to attend conferences and give lectures.Those field trips,together with my long-term research of the American culture and my teaching to American students at Sichuan University(四川大学)of China,have updated my view of the country and its people.In the United States,I encountered both religious people and unreligious people.Of the former, some were pious and zealous Christians;others Christians in word.Their outspokenness and gossipiness stunned me.In my first visit to the U.S.in the late 1980s,I happened to know a few zealous white Christians from Indiana who often cursed before me the political culture and mass media of America and denounced American popular culture in the forms of free sex,drug-using,Hollywood movies and pop music represented by such stars as Michael Jackson(1958-2009)and Madonna Ciccone(1958- ).They told us Chinese students not to follow American suit.In their opinion,American education,especially public education,and American TV programs exercised many bad influences upon children and teenagers.They advocated home education,and practiced it at home.
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 Another piece of my memory is about my American host,a retired black post-master of Goshen,Indiana.Many a time he told me stories about the discrimination against black Americans.As I was studying in Goshen College,a private Mennonite liberal arts college,I had a good opportunity of observing the Amish people in the Midwest,whose values and life-style made me so curious.The Amish or Amish Mennonites,because of their religious belief—the Mennonite church fellowships,are best known for their simple living, plain dress,separation from the non-Amish world and resistance to the adoption of many modern amenities like the insurance,the motor car,the T V set,the washing machine, etc.
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 Quite different from many other ethnic groups in the U.S.,they prefer a rural life,and emphasize church and family relationships.Prior to my first trip to America,I had never imagined such a medieval-type ethnic group living independently and peacefully in the post-industrialized country.

Not surprisingly,in the United States the life of villages or small towns differs from that of cities or metropolises, although the country enjoys a relatively balanced development between rural and urban areas.The visits to large cities like New York,Los Angeles and Chicago left me a different impression.The people there were more commercialized, sophisticated,cynical,indifferent,and even hostile.In the 1980s,the aggressive economy of Japan made many,many Americans dislike Japan.Once upon a time,I was going for a stroll with several Chinese students on a street in Goshen, Indiana when a couple of young Americans in a passing jeep yelled to us:“Go home,Jap!”Obviously,they mistook us for the Japanese.To me,lots of Americans of that time were ethnocentric,provincial and ignorant of the outside world. Some of them told me that they had never been abroad and that they thought it unnecessary to travel overseas since the United States was big enough.One student from an American public high school even asked me:“Do Chinese men still wear pigtails on the backs of their heads?”That amused and disappointed me.I also feel many Americans frank but not rude,euphemistic but not hypocritical.Two incidents that I experienced by myself can prove out.One occurred on an autumn day in Indiana in 1988,when I was invited by an American family of four to travel out together in their van. Unfortunately,our van unexpectedly broke down on the highway.In spite of the best endeavor that the host did to fix, the van still refused to move.Finally,the host had to phone for help.Soon came a rescue truck,which towed our van to a repair shop.According to the American law,all of us except the driver were disallowed to ride in the broken van.Just at this moment,a police-car happened to pass by,and we were asked to ride in the car.On the way to the repair shop,I heard the hostess saying:“How lucky we are!Aren’t we, Mr.Zhou?If it were not for the broken van,we could not have had the opportunity of standing by the American highway,watching the coming and going traffic,nor could we get the chance to have the police officer drive for us.”The other incidence happened on an autumn day,too,but in 1991 in the suburbs of Chengdu(成都),where I was guiding Stan, an American friend of mine,to a roadside toilet.The toilet was so dirty that I had to apologize:“Sorry,really sorry, Stan!I didn’t know the toilet was so offensive!”But his response was beyond my anticipation:“No problem!It’s better than in summer.”The most recent trip of mine to the U.S.was in February,2008,when I was staying as a visiting professor on the campus of the Armstrong Atlantic State University in Savannah,Georgia.Upon my arrival in Savannah,the university arranged my first lecture“The Sino-U.S.Relationship over the Past Century”for a group of professors from various departments there.They impressed me as I impressed them.No matter from what academic backgrounds and for what purposes they came,they never embarrassed me by asking awkward questions;and,no matter how I commented on the United States,positively or negatively,they never argued with me nor intended to correct me.Instead,all of them gave me applause at the end of the lecture.From it,I saw their respect to the lecturer as well as their pleasant demeanor.

Since the 1980s and the 1990s in particular,China and America have been carrying out more and more mutual exchanges,and China has been more modernized and globalized than ever before,which has led to a better understanding between the two nations.In today’s Sino-U.S. relationship,rivalry and partnership,competition and cooperation are replacing naivety,ignorance,estrangement and antagonism,though distrust,suspicion and even sometimes conflicts still exist.For more than one century and a half,from the Late Qing till the early years of the 21st
 century,the views of America and its people by the Chinese have been changing.Surely,this historical process is a long zigzag,full of twists and turns,and it will continue.


1.3　Exploration of American Culture

Prejudice is opinion without judgment.

Voltaire(1694-1778,French philosopher ＆ author)

The greatest friend of truth is Time,her greatest enemy is Prejudice, and her constant companion is Humility.

Charles Caleb Colton(1780-1832,English writer)

To see America is easy,but to see through it is difficult. At the Age of Enlightenment(early 1700s-1789),some French philosophers like Diderot(1713-1784)and Voltaire eulogized the Chinese culture in an exaggerative way just for the purpose of censuring Europe.Similarly,people of today praise or overrate,underrate or censure America also for their special reasons.

The limitation of cognitive powers and the fallacies of thinking prevent humans from getting the real and whole picture;on the other hand,the utilitarian concerns and the political-economic intentions often produce human biases.We can observe America and its people from one author’s perspective,or from various perspectives of various authors. We can get some understanding of them by reading the first-and second-hand materials and documents,or by attending classes and lectures,or by watching Hollywood movies,eating KFC food,using the Microsoft,driving the Ford car.…But,no matter what and no matter how,the relatively correct judgment on the American culture is indispensable in obtaining the real and whole picture.Of course,time is another key factor in exploring cultural or historical issues.
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Talking about the American culture,we must first and foremost make clear of what culture is.So far,scholars have found it not easy to define the concept and the scope of culture.The famous Chinese scholar Mr.Liang Qichao once defined culture as common values of humans.
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 Culture is the antithesis of nature,the former of which contains material wealth,spiritual fruit,rules and regulations as well as behavioral patterns shared by mankind.Or simply put,it is the sum total of human life.In the Chinese language,文化(wen hua,i.e.culture in English)is the abbreviation for“人文教化”(ren wen jiao hua,i.e.human knowledge and cultural enlightenment in English).The premise of knowledge is human,so that of cultural enlightenment is human knowledge.Human knowledge includes human languages,both oral and written,and human thoughts, whereas cultural enlightenment is the summation of the common norms or values governing all human activities,both material and spiritual,and the results of the said activities under the said norms.In the Western world,the definition of culture started with the Ancient Greece,and inherited by the Ancient Rome.The Greek word that is the closest to culture of today’s meaning is Paideia,which means intelligence and education,which mirrors Greek understanding of culture. One Latin word Colere that is similar to culture of today has the meaning of cultivation,while the other paronym Cultus is related to worship and sacrifice in meaning,which reflects Roman understanding of culture.In the Middle Ages,when the Latin Church dominated West Europe,the word Cultus was more widely-used in the Western World.
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 In today’s English vocabulary,culture derives from the Latin word Cultus,hence still retaining the Latin meaning.

In the eyes of Americans,culture is a very complex notion.Dong Xiaochuan(董小川),a contemporary Chinese scholar,listed American definitions concerning culture as the fourteen items below:

(1)Culture is the thinking habit of a person.

(2)Culture is a form of ideological evolution of a society.

(3)Culture is an art.

(4)Culture is the whole lifestyle of a group of people.

(5)Culture is related to the physical world,or the result of material activities by man.

(6)Culture is related to the spiritual world,or the result of spiritual activities by man.

(7)Culture is the representation and the result of man conquering and changing Nature,so it has a process with developments and changes.

(8)Cultural developments are not parallel and equivalent,so different cultures have different levels.

(9)Culture is the special activity of some people.

(10)Cultures are different.

(11)Culture is inherited from one generation to another.

(12)Culture is the memory and signal of the past.

(13)Culture is the historical continuum.

(14)The church,the law,the government,the economic order,etc. have cultural heritages of their own.

From the above Dong generalized a conclusion about culture in this way:

Culture is the record of human activities including political and economic ones as well as material and spiritual ones in the course of man conquering and changing nature,which occurred in the past and are inherited from generations to generations.
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1.3.1　Characteristics of American Culture

There are some scholars who have made their endeavors to probe into the characteristics of the American culture. Three examples of the research work are worth mentioning here.The first example is Six Characteristics of the American Culture written by Tian Hongmao(田弘茂,1938-),a professor from the Political Science Department of Wisconsin State University,and Rong Weijing(荣韦菁),a Chinese journalist.Through their dialogue were summed up six characteristics of the American culture,namely:(1)The American culture stresses the expression and creativity of an individual.(2)The American culture is a pioneer culture.(3) The American culture is highly materialistic.(4)The American culture is the Christian culture.(5)The American culture is scientific culture.(6)The American culture is humanitarian.
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 The above thesis of Tian Hongmao and Rong Weijing proceeds from the specific forms of effects that culture makes.The second example is the work done by a group of contemporary American scholars headed by Edward C. Steward,who explored the American culture from the perspectives of seeing it as the thinking habits and the behavioral patterns as well as the whole way of living of American people.The third example is the work done by Dong Xiaochuan.He boiled down the characteristics of American cultures into eight respects:

(1)American cultures are characterized by the melting-pot culture and the cultural pluralism.

(2)American cultures are characterized by religionism and secularism.

(3)American cultures are characterized by individualism and nationalism.

(4)American cultures are characterized by traditionalism and modernism.

(5)American cultures are characterized by the ethnic culture and the class culture.

(6)American cultures are characterized by the elite culture and the mass culture.

(7)American cultures are characterized by the interest group culture and the community culture.

(8)American cultures are characterized by the mainstream culture and the borderline culture.
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In Dong’s way,we can see American cultures from the aforementioned perspectives.For instance,from the perspective of the melting-pot culture and the cultural pluralism American cultures can be seen as either the crucible dominated by the WASP culture into which various subcultures are melted or the cultural mosaic(the salad bowl) in which different cultures with different features coexist. Again,from the perspective of religionism and secularism American cultures can be considered as either religious culture predominated by Protestant beliefs and values
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 or secular culture characterized by commercial culture and popular culture.Therefore,it is necessary to repeat the statement at the beginning of this section:to see America is easy,but to see through it is difficult.


1.3.2　Five Symbols of American Culture

Every great civilization or culture,whether ancient or modern,has left behind it a number of valuable legacies,both material and spiritual.Of those legacies,some have left indelible marks on human life,and others are still playing a role today.Consider the following six ancient civilizations and you will get a good understanding of the subject:cultures and their legacies or symbols.

To start with,the Mesopotamia civilization invented the cuneiform script(literally the“wedge-shaped”script), sorcery,divining,The Code of Hammurabi,etc.The second civilization worth mentioning is Ancient Egypt,which made the pyramid,the sphinx,the mummy,the hieroglyph,the solar calendar and so on.The third one is the civilization of Ancient India,with cultural legacies such as Buddhism, Sanskrit epics—Mahabharata and Ramayana,the numerals and the decimal number system,the Taj Mahal and others. Next is the civilization of Ancient China,which produced Confucianism,silk,chinaware,the dragon,the Great Wall, the Chinese character,the four great inventions and so forth. Then,the Hebrew civilization brought to humankind monotheism,the Bible and the contract theory.Last but not the least,the civilization of Ancient Greece created the Acropolis,democracy,philosophy,rational and scientific thinking,etc.

A great civilization has a great culture,and a great culture has its notable symbols and recognizable icons.To illustrate it,let us take two great civilizations or cultures,one being old and the other young,for example.In the Chinese culture,the red color is the symbol of jubilation and happiness,whereas the white color is that of grief and lamentation.To Chinese, the magpie symbolizes auspiciousness,and a pair of mandarin ducks symbolizes love,while the crow symbolizes misfortune. The Imperial Palace of Beijing,the Great Wall,the dragon, tea,silk,porcelain and the three greatest national treasures of China—the Beijing Opera,the traditional painting and the traditional medicine also symbolize the Chinese culture.As to the United States of America,it is a young and modern civilization that has,too,left valuable legacies to humans of today.In the American culture,the red color is the symbol of danger,the white color is that of purity and the purple color is that of nobility.In the eyes of Americans,the bald eagle symbolizes absolute power,the rose symbolizes love,and the dove and the olive branch symbolize peace.Likewise,the Statue of Liberty,the Donald Duck and the Mickey Mouse, the Barbie Doll,the Boeing plane,the Microsoft ware,the blue jeans,the Capitol Hill,the skyscrapers of Manhattan, NBA,Coca-Cola,Uncle Sam,Hollywood movies,Michael Jackson and many others are used as the symbols or/and the icons of the American culture.

In accordance with Dong Xiaochuan’s definition of culture,culture can be observed and manifested from different perspectives,different dimensions or different historical strata.If seen from cultural icons or/and symbols,the American culture,allegedly,can be represented by the five greatest icons or/and symbols below:the Statue of Liberty, Uncle Sam,the Barbie Doll,the Buffalo Nickel and the Painting American Gothic.

●　The Statue of Liberty
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Fig.5　The Statue of Liberty

The Statue of Liberty(the copper-clad statue), officially titled“Liberty Enlightening the World”and also affectionately known as“Miss Liberty”or“Lady Liberty,”is a monument that was presented by the people of France to the United States of America in 1886 to celebrate the centennial of the signing of the United States Declaration of Independence as well as to represent the friendship between the two nations established during the American Revolution.
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 Standing atop a rectangular stonework pedestal(with the pedestal and foundation,the statue is 93m tall)on Liberty Island in New York Harbor,“Lady Liberty”welcomes visitors,immigrants, and returning Americans traveling by ship.
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 She has become a symbol of freedom and liberty since then.

The classical appearance of the statue derives from Libertas,Ancient Rome’s goddess of freedom from slavery, oppression,and tyranny.Even in the Ancient Times,the goddess was the symbol of liberty and freedom.Since the 1940s,it has been claimed that the seven spikes on the crown of the robed woman statue epitomize the Seven Seas and Seven Continents.The torch in her raised right hand signifies enlightenment.The tablet in her left hand represents knowledge and shows the date of the United States Declarationof Independence,in Roman numerals,July IV, MDCCLXXVI.In the eyes of the French people, thoroughgoing freedom and democracy belonged to no other nation but the United States,which naturally deserved the generous gift for this reason.

Worldwide,the Statue of Liberty is one of the most recognizable icons of the United States and was,from 1886 until the jet age,often one of the first glimpses of the United States for millions of immigrants after ocean voyages from Europe.Today,it is also a must for tourists to the country.
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●　Uncle Sam

Like the Statue of Liberty,Uncle Sam(U.S.as its initials),as a national personification of the United States and sometimes more specifically of the American government,is a national icon of the nation well known to the world.The first usage of the term can be dated back to the War of 1812 and its first illustration back to 1852.Uncle Sam is depicted as a serious elderly white man with white hair and a goatee beard, and dressed in clothing that recalls the design elements of flag of the United States.Typically he wears a top hat with red and white stripes and white stars on a blue band,and red and white striped trousers.

With regard to the origin of the national icon,it has been argued that the image of Uncle Sam was influenced by or even based on the character Sam Slick,created by Canadian satirist Thomas Chandler Haliburton(1796-1865).On September 15,1961,the 87th
 American Congress adopted the following resolution:“Resolved by the Senate and the House of Representatives that the Congress salutes Uncle Sam Wilson of Troy, New York,as the progenitor of America’s National symbol of Uncle Sam.”Monuments mark his birthplace in Arlington,Massachusetts, and site of burial in Oakwood Cemetery,Troy,New York.Another sign marks“The boyhood home of Uncle Sam”outside his second home in Mason,New Hampshire.The first use of the term in literature is seen in an 1816 allegorical book,The Adventures of Uncle Sam,in Search after His Lost Honor by Frederick Augustus Fidfaddy,Esq.,also in reference to the aforementioned Samuel Wilson(1766-1854).
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Fig.6　Uncle Sam

Samuel Wilson,namely,Uncle Sam,was a businessman during the American Independence War(1775-1782).Because of his honesty,diligence,patriotism and contribution to the War,he won a good reputation for his business and himself. Since then,the pet name Uncle Sam has become popular. Earlier use of Uncle Sam as a representative figure of the United States started somewhere around the time of the American Civil War(1861-1865).The well-known“recruitment”image of Uncle Sam was created by James Montgomery Flagg(1877-1960),an illustrator and portrait artist best known for commercial art.According to some researchers,the image of Uncle Sam was shown publicly for the first time in a picture by Flagg on the cover of the magazine Leslie’s Weekly,on July 6,1916,with the caption“What Are You Doing for Preparedness?”during World War I and World War II,and from then on,the image began to spread out.

In addition to the appearance of Uncle Sam in politics,the character is also used as a comic book hero.He is presented as the living embodiment of the United States and is the leader of the Freedom Fighters.Furthermore,Uncle Sam appeared as a horror villain in the eponymously titled 1997 film,UncleSam. In music,the rock group Grateful Dead featured a skeletal Uncle Sam as one of the band’s symbols.Uncle Sam,referred to in their song“U.S.Blues”,is one of the many elements that compose the band’s“American mythology.”
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●　The Barbie Doll

As a world-famous toy,Barbie is a fashion doll manufactured by Mattel,Inc.in the United States and launched in March 1959.It originally derived from the idea of an adult-bodied doll suggested by American businesswoman Ruth Handler(1916-2002).

Once,Ruth Handler watched her daughter Barbara at play with paper dolls,and noticed that she often enjoyed giving them adult roles.At the time,most children’s toy dolls were representations of infants.This inspired Ruth.Realizing that there could be a gap in the market,she made up her mind to create a new doll.

In 1956,Ruth took a trip to Europe and came across a German toy doll called“Bild Lilli.”The Lilli doll was based on a popular character appearing in a comic strip drawn by Reinhard Beuthin,a German cartoonist,for the newspaper Die Bild-Zeitung.The doll was first sold in Germany in 1955. Although it was initially sold to babies,it became popular with adults who enjoyed dressing her up in outfits that were available separately.This kind of adult-figured doll was exactly what Handler had in mind,so she purchased three of them.She gave one to her daughter and took the others back to Mattel.

Upon her return to the United States,Ruth reworked the design of the doll with the help from an engineer named Jack Ryan and the doll was given a new name,Barbie,after Handler’s daughter Barbara.A standard Barbie doll is 11.5 inches tall,giving a height of 5 feet 9 inches at 1/6 scale. Barbie’s vital statistics have been estimated at 36 inches(chest),18 inches(waist)and 33 inches(hips).The doll made its debut at the American International Toy Fair in New York on March 9,1959.This date is also used as Barbie’s official birthday.Since then the Barbie Doll has become an unbelievable success,which also turned Ruth into one of the most successful women entrepreneurs in the world.

The Barbie Doll was one of the first toys to have a marketing strategy based extensively on television and advertising.Over the past years,the Barbie Doll has had various versions.That is to say,the images,textures and sizes of the Barbie Doll have changed with the times,which has mirrored the changes of the American society.In recent years,Mattel has sold a wide range of Barbie dolls aimed specifically at collectors,including porcelain versions,vintage reproductions,and depictions of Barbie as a range of characters from television series such as The Munsters and Star Trek.There are also collector’s edition dolls depicting Barbie dolls with a range of different ethnic identities.In 2004,Mattel introduced the Color Tier system for its collector’s edition Barbie dolls,ranging through pink,silver, gold and platinum depending on how many of the dolls are produced.

Barbie celebrated her 50th
 anniversary in 2009,and Mattel released a new reproduction of the original 1959 Barbie doll to mark the occasion.

The secret of Mattel’s success or the Barbie doll’s success lies in the fact that it is of great value to capture childish beauty and to pursue human dreams as well.And this also echoes the American ideas or American cultures.
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Fig.7　The Barbie Doll

Since its debut,the Barbie doll has gradually gone beyond its meaning as a mere toy,and it has become part of American life. Reputed as“Modern Mona Lisa,”it has now become a cultural icon of America and has been given honors that are rare in the toy world. Even a number of American universities,which have long been well-known for their proud and serious scholarships, have condescended to study the“Barbie phenomenon.”
(88)



This is another“American mythology.”

●　The Buffalo Nickel

Traditionally,the images on most of the American coins and bills are portraits of outstanding white men from the American government,particularly the images of American presidents.However,the buffalo nickel(also known as the Indian Head Nickel)is an exception.James Earle Fraser(1878-1953),a noted artist with a keen interest in native cultures, designed the coin,which bears a realistic portrait of an American Indian on the obverse of the coin along with the word“Liberty”along the rim.The reverse of the coin features a magnificent buffalo and the words FIVE CENTS on a raised mound on which the buffalo stands.The buffalo nickel was first minted for regular use in U.S.coinage in 1913 and became very popular with the general public.The minting of the coin was performed between 1913 through 1938.During its production 1.2 billion nickels were minted.Because of World War I there was a decrease in demand and so in production for coins.During the years of 1931 to 1933(the Great Depression years),a mere 1.2 million nickels were struck in San Francisco.After the production of the 1938 buffalo nickels,its run was over,and in as few as 30 years later it was already hard to find any such nickels in circulation. In 1938,the buffalo nickel ceased production and was replaced the following year by a coin featuring the portrait of Thomas Jefferson.The Jefferson nickel is still in production today.

The coin is unique inasmuch as no other regular issue U. S.coin has ever featured an animal(other than the eagle)as a part of its main design.Considered by many to be a work of art with its dominating images,it is a particular favorite with coin collectors.
(89)
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Fig.8　The Buffalo Nickel

For many years,the buffalo nickel has become a symbol of the American culture,a symbol of the history of the development of the Wild West,in which Mother Nature and American Indians were mercilessly robbed.

●　The Painting American Gothic

American Gothic is a painting by Grant Wood(1892-1942),an American painter with European training,in 1930, who got his inspiration from a small white cottage designed in the Gothic Revival style and decided to paint the house along with the kind of people he had fancied should live in that house.The painting shows a traditional farmer with oldfashioned glasses and a grim face on standing before a Gothic cottage beside a Victorian-style,also grim-faced woman whose identity remains ambiguous:either his spinster daughter or his wife.The figures were modeled by the artist’s sister and dentist Dr.Byron McKeeby(1867-1950).The woman is dressed in a colonial print apron mimicking the 19th
 -century America and the couple are in the traditional roles of men and women,the man’s three-pronged pitchfork symbolizing male power and hard labor,and the flowers over the woman’s right shoulder suggesting docility and domesticity.

The image soon began to be reproduced in American newspapers,which made Wood famous.However,he also received a backlash when the image finally appeared in the Cedar Rapids Gazette.Iowans were furious at their depiction as“pinched,grim-faced,Puritanical Bible-thumpers.”But Wood protested that he had not painted a caricature of Iowans but a depiction of Americans.

Art critics who had favorable opinions about the painting, such as Gertrude Stein(1874-1946,American writer and literary critic)and Christopher Morley(1890-1957,American journalist,writer and poet),also assumed that the painting was meant to be a satire of rural small-town life.It was thus seen as part of the trend toward increasingly critical depictions of rural America.However,with the onset of the Great Depression,the painting came to be seen as a depiction of steadfast American pioneer spirit and a symbol of the Puritanical heritage of America.

American Gothic is one of the few paintings to reach the status of cultural icon,along with MonaLisa by Leonardo da Vinci(1452-1519,Italian artist,architect and mathematician)and The Scream by Edvard Munch(1863-1944,Norwegian Symbolist painter and forerunner of expressionistic art).It is thus one of the most reproduced—and parodied—images ever.References and parodies of the image have been numerous for generations, appearing regularly in such media as postcards,magazines, animated cartoons,advertisements,comic books,and television shows.It is one of the most familiar images in the 20th
 -century American art and one of the most parodied artworks within American popular culture.
(90)
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Fig.9　American Gothic


1.3.3　Ten Pieces of Advice for Exploring American Culture

Paul Johnson(1928- )is a contemporary British historian who usually commends the American culture in his works.To some scholars,his view of the United States is rather opinionated.But the ten pieces of advice for exploring the American culture he put forward in his article America in the Eyes of a British Historian are valuable to the students of the subject.He wrote:

The way of American thinking and the way American behave often perplex people from other nations.To understand Americans better or to explore American culture,there are ten pieces of advice to follow:

First,remember America is so vast a country.

Second,remember America was,is and will be a religious nation.

Third,America is the incarnation of freedom and liberty.

Fourth,America is the embodiment of the representative system and democracy.

Fifth,America is the embodiment of the legal system.

Sixth,America is a nation with a pioneer and creative spirit.

Seventh,never underrate the importance of American education.

Eighth,never overlook the multi-racial and multi-national fusion as well as the harmony in America.

Ninth,never neglect the role of self-criticism and self-correction in the American government and society.

Tenth,always remember America is people’s country.
(91)



Though Paul’s advice above comes from a peephole viewpoint,it offers us another way to look at America.For instance,if we only notice the racial conflicts in American society by overlooking the multi-racial,multi-national fusion and the harmony there,then we just see one side of a coin. Likewise,if we only see the vulgar pop culture in American commercial society and neglect the role of religions in American life,then we just obtain a one-sided view of the United States,and vice versa.

If the same question is repeated today“Is America the paradise or the hell?”,any person with good rational thinking would regard it as shallow and absurd.The reason is simple: it is ridiculously naive to apply such a simple dichotomy to big nations like America or India or China.As a matter of fact, the United States,a nation with diversified cultures and full of contradictions,is neither the Garden of Eden nor the ghastly Inferno.Instead,it is a complex,plural world.On one side, it is a model in terms of Western freedom and democracy,and on the other side,it is bothered by violence,drug-abuse,free sex,school shooting,racial discrimination,economic and spiritual crises,etc.

America is confident,sometimes over-confident.In history,its over-confidence sometimes resulted in its retarded responses to outside dangers.Two cases can well prove it. During World WarⅡ,only when the Japanese fighter-planes made a surprise attack on American ships in Pearl Harbor did the United States awaken from its dreams.The attack took place in Hawaii on December 7,1941,but it dramatically changed the attitudes of American people toward the war and pulled the whole nation into it.Again,before the United States became vigilant,the terrorists had successfully made a sneak attack on the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Washington D.C.on September 11,2001.Now, America has become alert,sometimes too alert.It is fond of exaggerating its weak-points,and at the same time keeps selfimproving.As is well-known,the quality of the public education of the United States has been declining sharply over the past three decades,which can find expression in the poor academic performances of American students and the poor quality of American teachers.This phenomenon has stirred up the discontent of the American people,which has in turn brought about the educational reform in the country.Since 1980s,the American government and scholars have published a series of findings reports,including A Nation At Risk, which have given one warning after another.One warning is that the failure of American education will lead to economic crises and finally to the loss of national security.
(92)

 In January, 2006,President Bush Jr.(George Walker Bush,1946- ) stressed in State of Union Message that for the reason that American students were poorer in math and sciences than students from other nations the Federal Government should plan to put more resources into education in order to improve its quality.Bush Jr.believed that the economy of the United States would lack a sufficient impetus and that American labor would lose competitiveness if the status quo of the American education was not altered.On March 10,2009,President Obama(Barack Hussein Obama,1961- )reiterated that though the United States boasted unparalleled resources in this world it found it difficult to compete with some other nations because of its out-of-date educational system.
(93)

 But,if we watch America from another perspective,it is still hard for us to admit that America’s education is backward and that its educational system is in imminent danger.For instance,most of Nobel Prize winners are American,and most of worldfamous universities exist in the United States.

The United States is a nation accustomed to anything new and bizarre.Or,almost nothing new and bizarre can astonish American people.However,its requirements for public figures,especially in politics,are very demanding.The nation is not adept at hushing up its scandals,nor does it want to do so sedulously.It casts a ray of golden sunlight and simultaneously throws a gloomy shadow.Many of its shadows are exposed to all people,whether strangers or visitors, whether new immigrants or people with malicious intentions. Nevertheless,Americans are so sensitive to political scandals. The Watergate scandal involving late-President Nixon(Richard Milhous Nixon,1913-1994),the sex scandal of ex-President Clinton(William Jefferson Clinton,1946- )and the prostitution case concerning ex-governor of New York Eliot Spitzer(1959- )spread like wildfire in the country.If the same incidents had happened in Europe,especially in such romantic or tolerant nations as Italy and France,they would not have made such a big fuss,not to mention any threat to the president’s or the governor’s throne,for things like sex affairs are mere privacies to Europeans.Therefore,it is easy for you,as outsiders,to see numerous defects pertaining to the United States,but do not feel surprised at and complacent over your findings nor make a mountain out of a molehill, because it does not necessarily mean that you are wiser or sharper than Americans.
(94)



According to the statistics,in proportion to the number of volunteers in the total population and in terms of the amount of charitable donations,the United States is a nation unmatched—half of the country’s population of above the age of thirteen do volunteer work for four hours each week on an average,75% of the Americans have donated money to charities and each family has contributed more than 1,000 US dollars worth of charitable donations.
(95)

 In that country live numerous world-level rich people,of whom some spend money like water without restraint and others are so generous as to contribute all of what they own.And in that country,if women wearing marten or leopard coats swagger through the streets they will most probably encounter disdain or even attack.There can be found misers and philanthropists,there can also be found narrow-minded provincials and open-minded liberalists.…

The United States can be denounced as a polluted, wasteful country,a big junk-culture manufacturer and a great plunderer of natural and social resources,or reputed to be the first country on this globe to establish the national park and to ban the DDT insecticide.It can be blamed for its racial hatred and discrimination,or defined as a multi-racial,multi-national and multi-cultural country,where different cultures,different races and different ethnic groups coexist peacefully.To say that America wants for a long history and a profound culture is correct!But,almost no other country in today’s world can be comparable to the United States in libraries,museums, cultural facilities,educational resources,etc.To say that America rides roughshod by playing the role of the world police is correct,too!But,the United States is also seen as the final shelter for thousands of refugees from other parts of the world!
(96)
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Fig.10　The Entrance to Everglades National Park in Florida,U.S.A.(2008)

To conclude,let us quote the famous lines from the Chinese T V series Beijingersin New York:

If you love someone,send him/her to New York,and if you hate someone,send him/her to New York,for New York is both the Paradise and the Hell.

This is the true picture of the United States of America: conspicuous character,clear-cut individuality,diversified cultures,and conflicting society.
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Chapter 2　Facts about Americans and Their Country

Facts are facts and will not disappear on account of your likes.

Jawaharlal Nehru(1889-1964,

independent India’s first Prime Minister)

Culture hides much more than it reveals,and strangely enough what it hides,it hides most effectively from its own participants.Years of study have convinced me that the real job is not to understand foreign culture but to understand our own.

Edward T.Hall(1914-2009,American anthropologist

and cross-cultural researcher)

Before facts about America are presented,it is necessary to clarify some issues concerning culture.

While carrying out their researches into such topics as source culture,cultural circle and cultural area,scholars tend to use the methodology of historical geography.Look at this interesting cycle:nature has created man,man has created culture and culture has re-shaped man and nature.A Chinese saying goes:“Different places bring up different people.”This reveals a truth:natural environment is the most important of all the variables that affect the creation of culture. A pparently,to explore the origin and the traits of an ethnic group and its culture,we have to take into account the influences of its historical geography.The said influences mainly come from the interplay between natural environment and socio-cultural environment.In spite of the fact that culture has been created by generations of human beings,it is wrong to say that the driving force to create culture is purely subjective.Without natural conditions like climate, topography,land,water,vegetation,fauna,minerals, energy,etc.that humans need in their creative activities and without natural environment by means of which humans survive and reproduce,all cultural activities would lose their objective foundation.

Thus,natural environment lays the objective foundation, while socio-cultural environment constitutes the necessary external conditions.When the foundation and the conditions interact with the subjective factors or the psychological patterns of people,unique ethnic characters,customs, traditions and life-styles will be formed.Some scholars hold the idea that culture rather than the habitat is more related to traditions,customs,ethnicity and life-styles.
(1)

 Yet,when talking about the source or foundation of the American spirit, almost all the scholars agree that the development of the American West played an essential role in shaping the American spirit.Or put in another way,the American spirit is equal to the pioneer spirit of the American West.Definitely, the western frontiers of the early years offered good surroundings and opportunities to immigrants in terms of individual freedom,self-reliance,equal opportunity and fair competition.For hundreds of years,people have moved continuously from the east to the west,to which they have brought with them European traditions and in which they have got baptized by a new culture.Meanwhile,as new frontiers have replaced old ones,the frontier traditions have also been delivered to the relatively stable coastal regions of the east. Compared with the east,the west of the early years was expansive,rugged,challenging and full of opportunities. Under such circumstances,settlers there have naturally developed some values different from those cultured in the east,and gradually those western values have evolved into the American values or the American character.
(2)

 According to American historian Commager,the American character is a result of the interaction between historical heritages and physical environment.In terms of historical heritages,the United States has carried forward not only the British tradition but the traditions of Europe as well.And,heterogeneous inheritance has brought about the heterogeneous character in America,which has sufficiently proved the decisive role of physical environment.
(3)



Again,who are Americans?What has made them?To answer the questions,Chapter 1 of this book has tentatively provided views,and views,unavoidably,are subjective and opinionated.So,to answer the same questions we also need to present facts,which are objective and indisputable.Facts speak louder than views,as Jawaharlal Nehru,independent India’s first Prime Minister,once said:“Facts are facts and will not disappear on account of your likes and dislikes.”The following is an article recently published on the online Time cnn.,which can give us a factual answer in a historical voice to the above questions:

Two thousand years ago,when Western civilization was bounded by the laws and legions of the Roman Empire,the proudest words a man could utter were:“I am a citizen of Rome.”A century ago,when the world was girdled by the British Empire,the Englishman’s voice sounded from the earth’s far corners:“I am a British subject.”Now,in the middle of the 20th
 Century,the most arresting tones of history said something else:“I am an American.”

What did the phrase mean?The U.S.citizen would vociferously deny that he was the subject of any government—even in name.His government belonged to him;what his nation did,it did only with his consent and by his will.He was least of all a spokesman of imperialism.But when thousands of U.S.school children celebrated“I Am an American Day”each spring,they spoke for the greatest power on earth.

The Power.As it had once looked to London and to Rome,the world now looked to the U.S.for hope and leadership.It was an open secret in the rest of the world that 20th
 century civilization would be guided in large part by the heart,the wisdom and the power of the U.S.The secret was spread in every foreign newspaper,before every meeting of foreign ministers,repeated sometimes with hope and gratitude,sometimes with sneers and hatred.
(4)



At first glance,American citizenship seems to be based on civil nationalism.That is to say,it will suffice for a person to totally accept the ideology or the values of freedom and liberty,equality and democracy if he/she wants to become an American.
(5)

 But,it does not conform to historical facts. Instead,Americans,over the past centuries,have cultivated a habit of concealing their particularities behind the universality of“freedom,”“liberty,”“equality”and“democracy.”For this reason,the American culture can only be understood from different perspectives and various chronological stages:the perspective of the melting-pot culture and the cultural pluralism,or the perspective of the ethnic culture and the class culture,or the perspective of the mainstream culture and the borderline culture,or the American dream during the Colonial Times or in the post-Civil-War period.For example,to be“really American”has been no easy at all for both Afro-Americans and Chinese-Americans.In 1965,Malcolm X. touched upon this issue in his speech to a rally:

Sitting at the table doesn’t make you a diner,unless you eat some of what’s on that plate.Being here in America doesn’t make you an American. Being born here in America doesn’t make you an American.
(6)



It is true that for non-WASP people including American Indians being born in America does not necessarily make“really American.”The fact is:in most of the American history,behind the universal values and beliefs of“freedom,”“liberty,”“equality”and“democracy”there exist other important yardsticks for defining the qualifications and identities of Americans,i.e.the yardstick of blood tie and that of political loyalty,although they have more or less changed with times.
(7)

 Not knowing it will easily lead to a misunderstanding of the nation.

However,one thing is generally recognized that the American culture,as the result of the transplant of European cultures,has inherited some major features of European cultures and simultaneously developed its unique features of North America.In the early Colonial Times,groups of Europeans emigrated from their native places in the Old World to the New World over a great distance,enduring lots of hardships.They came,they saw,they stayed and they brought with them their beautiful dreams as well as national characters of their own.Upon their arrival,they began to learn how to re-adjust themselves and re-understand the new environment so as to start a new life.In this long and short process over the past several hundred years,a great nation—the American people—has been hammered out.Its story is both bitter and encouraging.


2.1　Favorable Natural-Historical Geography

Different places bring up different people;different people have different tastes.

A Chinese Saying

It is a noble land that God has given us:a land that can feed and clothe the world;a land whose coastlines would enclose half the countries of Europe;a land set like a sentinel between the two imperial oceans of the globe.

Albert J.Beveridge(1862-1927,American historian)


2.1.1　Exceptional Natural Geography

The United States is the biggest nation of immigrants and one of the few countries with vast territory and abundant resources on earth.Located in North America,it covers a land area of over 9.1 million km2
 ,the fourth largest countries in the world,next only to Russia,Canada and China.According to the most recent statistics of July,2009,it has a population of 307.212 million,third only to China and India.Of the population,65% are white European-Americans,15.1% Hispanic-Americans,12.85% Afro-Americans,4.43% Asian-Americans and other ethnic groups 2.62%.82.1% of the population speak English,so English is the official language of the country.In administrative division,48 states and Washington D.C.combined constitute the mainland U.S.A.,which covers a large part of the continent of North America and embraces nearly all the major water systems and mountain ranges of the continent.Outside the mainland there are two outlying states:Alaska and Hawaii.In geography,the United States spans from the Atlantic coast in the east to the Pacific coast in the west,from the Great Lakes in the north to the Gulf Region in the south.It has only two neighbor countries:Canada and Mexico.Its vast territorial land and seas contain varied natural landscapes and climatic forms.Of the territorial land its plains make up 55%,and its arable land accounts for 18.01%.
(8)

 In the country,there are thick and fertile fields,sufficient water sources and temperate climate,which are advantageous to sizable agricultural production and management.In terms of cultivable fields,grasslands,mineral products,marine resources,etc.,the United States indisputably tops the list in this world.
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Fig.11　The Map of the U.S.A.

The United States used to be an inconspicuous country featured by the agricultural civilization of New England and the Great Lakes Region and by the plantation farming of the south as well.Today,it has become a conspicuous country represented by urban civilization:82% of America’s population reside in cities,more than half of whom concentrate in metropolises like New York,Los Angeles, Chicago,Philadelphia and Houston,which have in turn reshaped the nation’s traditions,cultures and economies over the past decades.Based on the statistics of 2008 by the criterion of the purchasing power,the United States’GDP totaled 14.334 trillion U.S.dollars,which ranked No.1 in this world.Its per capita GDP amounted to 47,025 U.S. dollars,which ranked No.6 in this world.Its educational level is very high:the rate of its literacy was 99%,which,in the U.N.survey of economic indexes,was the top of the world. Of the top 500 universities and institutes of the world,168 belong to the United States;of top 20 universities and institutes,the United States boasts 17.
(9)



America is a country where politics is separated from religion and where religious freedom is guaranteed.There religion plays an active role in the social life.According to the statistics of July,2007,over half of the country’s population claimed to be Protestants,23.9% Catholics,1.7% Mormonists,1.6% Christians of other denominations,1.7% Judaists,0.7% Buddhists,0.6% Moslems,2.5% believers of other religions and 4% non-religious people.
(10)



America is a huge country with varied land forms and diversified climates in its different parts.Topographically,its territory,especially in the west,is much more varied. Climatically,the whole country lies in temperate and subtropical zones except tropical South Florida and Hawaii and frigid Alaska within the Arctic Circle.Of the mainland U.S.A.,the east coast region is the plain,the northern part of which is narrow and the southern part of which is expansive. The zones beyond the east coast are extending mountain ranges—the Appalachian Mountains,which run 2,300-plus km from Newfoundland of Canada in the northern part of North America to Alabama of the U.S.A.in the southern part of North America.The average elevation of the mountains is 1, 000-1,500m with 2,037 m-high Mt.Mitchell in North Carolina of the U.S.A.as their summit.The mid-western part of the U.S.A.to the west of the Appalachian Mountains is the inland plain through which flow the rivers of Mississippi, Missouri and Ohio as well as the Great Lakes.The inland plain to the west of the Mississippi River is elevated,while the vast but dull areas to the west of the middle section of the A ppalachian Mountains are the Great Plains.In the west of the Great Plains stand the Rocky Mountains,which stretch 4, 800 km from British Columbia of Canada in the north to New Mexico of the U.S.A.in south,crossing the west of continent.The peak of the mountains is 4,401 m-high Mt. Elbert in Colorado of the U.S.A.

Between the region west to the Rocky Mountains and the region south to the Sierra Nevada lies the Great Basin,where there are numerous tall mountains,deep valleys and saline-soil plains.In the southwest of the Great Basin sleeps the Death Valley,the lowest region in the Western Hemisphere.In the north of the Great Basin to the east of the Cascades Mountains sits the Columbia River Plateau,on which exists the biggest continental flood basalt zone on earth.As a heavily-eroded red sandstone zone,the Colorado Plateau through which runs the Colorado River has a fairly high elevation.This is the place where a number of U.S.national parks are located.On the Sierra Nevada stands 4,418 m-high Mt.Whitney,the highest peak in the mainland U.S.A.In the Pacific coast area are the Pacific Coast Ranges and the Cascades Mountains which extend north-south.Outside the mainland,frigid Alaska also has numerous big mountains,including 6,194 m-high Mt. McKinley,the highest peak in North America.To the west and the south of this state sit the Aleutian Islands,where exist many volcanoes.Another outlying state of the U.S.A.is Hawaii,which is made up of 130-plus tropical volcanic islands and isles,totaling 16,650 km2.The Great Lakes between the U.S.A.and Canada,the largest freshwater bodies,are reputed as“the Mediterranean of the Americas.”The ownership of Lake Superior,Lake Huron,Lake Erie and Lake Ontario is shared by the two nations,except Lake Michigan, which belongs to the United States only.The Mississippi River,the fourth longest river of the world,flows northsouth,irrigating 31 states of the mainland U.S.A.,including some of the most fertile fields of the country.


2.1.2　Ambitious Colonization

Since the 17th
 century,North America has had incomparable natural and social advantages.During the said century and thereafter,lots of European people voluntarily moved there for their common dream:to acquire spiritual and material wealth under the conditions of freedom and equality, except blacks who were sold there as slaves.It is the very dream that has created a great nation on earth—the United States of America.

The vast land of North America used to be the home place of American Indians and Eskimos.In 1492-1502,Christopher Columbus(1451-1506,Italian navigator)sailed across the Atlantic Ocean four times under the order of Queen Isabella I(1451-1454)to explore the routes to Indian,China and Japan. Yet,he was unaware that he had discovered the American continent.The opening of the new routes shifted the trades of the West from the Mediterranean littoral to the Atlantic Ocean littoral,which in turn changed the course of history.After that,the West stepped out of the Dark Ages and rose with an irresistible force as an economic power and an industrial civilization in this world.In the meantime,many,many aboriginal tribes and their communities on this vast continent took the road to destruction.

In 1588,England defeated Spanish Armada and obtained maritime hegemony.After that,it began to contend with Spain for American colonies.From the 17th
 century.to the 18th
 century.,it defeated in succession the Netherlands and France at sea,which whetted the English ambition and ability to rule the roost.So,the waves of emigration on the part of England came one after another.In December,1606,the first group of English immigrants sailed from London to North America,and those immigrants were convicts sent by London Virginia Company with a special permit of King James I of England.For this journey,they had three purposes:(1)to seek for gold,(2)to drive Spaniards out of North America, and(3)to explore new routes to wealthier Orient.144 days later,they arrived at Chesapeake Bay on the east coast of North America,which was located in today’s southeastern corner of Virginia,and built up Jamestown,the first successful colony of England in America.Before long, Jamestown became a cradle of the American Revolution, which opened up a new chapter of the American history.

Among the immigrants to Virginia were many indentured servants from Europe,who agreed to pay for their journey from England to America in a form of their labor in the destination.Their indenture period lasted 4-7 years,during which indentured servants could be bought and sold.This was a way out for lots of English bachelor-tramps and convicts, who constituted part of the forefathers of American immigrants.And some traits of today’s American culture—freedom,self-reliance,individualism,rebelliousness,high crime-rate,democracy,legal system,hegemonism,etc.can also be traced from here.

If the immigrants to Virginia in 1606 were a motley crowd of people aiming to hunt for wealth,then the immigrants to Plymouth,Massachusetts in 1620 were well-educated,wellorganized and moral people.They were English Puritans in exile in the Netherlands,who,under the leadership of Minister Elder William Brewster(1566-1644),took the ship Mayflower with their families to North America in order to escape from the religious persecution by the English government.Reputed as Pilgrim Fathers,they made The Mayflower Compact on board,which laid the foundation for the self-governing states and democracy in New England.

However,the event that really triggered the big waves of emigration from England to America was the immigration of Puritans led by John Winthrop(1588-1649,governor of the Massachusetts Colony).A group of Puritans under John Winthrop’s leadership settled in Massachusetts in 1630.Soon after that,about 20,000 British Puritans moved to New England for the religious reason.To be more exact,those immigrants were considered anti-authentic-Christian heretics, yet it was they who laid the foundation for the earliest Protestantism in America.
(11)

 When those Puritans voluntarily left England in the 17th
 century,they desired to seek a new world where they would not be bothered by indevout Royal power and impure state church and where they could establish a pure Christian federation.As they saw it,America was a promised land,which was worth their efforts and sacrifices. What they determined to do was to occupy the land just for the sake of God and God’s Kingdom.
(12)



Certainly,there were some other people who willingly deserted their decent social positions and comfortable life in Europe and then travelled a long distance to wild America for the purpose of starting their new undertakings.All this,too, formed another basis,i.e.the basis of the ideas of freedom and democracy.

Mayflower,Jamestown and the Massachusetts Colony lifted the curtain of Europeans’immigrating to the Americas. For more than 100 years after that,the British had set up 13 colonies in North America,which were the major part of the Europeans’homestead there.The 13 colonies mentioned above include Virginia,Massachusetts,Connecticut,Rhode Island, New York,New Jersey,Delaware,New Hampshire, Pennsylvania,Maryland,North Carolina,South Carolina and Georgia.But,when it came to the latter half of the 18th
 century,the contradictions between England,the parent country,and its 13 American colonies were becoming increasingly acute.Almost all the settlers in the colonies— workmen,farmers,businessmen,proprietors,intellectuals, etc.—were indignant at the cruel exploitation and oppression of the British.This indignation eventually led to an uprising on the early morning of May 19,1775 in Lexington,a village not far from Boston,and the first shot of the North American War of Independence was fired.The year after,on July 4, 1776,the second Continental Congress adopted the Declarationof Independence and declared the independence of the 13 American colonies from England.On that day,a new nation—the United States of America—was born on earth, and that date became the date of birth of the new nation.In 1783,the United States and England signed the Paris Peace Treaty,in which the latter recognized the former as a sovereignty.The North American War of Independence terminated.Up to then,mankind had never established such a big republic as the United States of America.
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Fig.12　Eventually the immigrants have arrived in New York Harbor,U.S.A.

However,such a vulnerable confederation of the republic was not competent enough to assume the important task of founding a federal republic.First,the 13 states,after being independent from England,were faced with economic difficulties,heavy unemployment and financial disorder. Next,the 13 states found it hard to coordinate each other,and the new nation was in disorganized and anarchistic state of affairs.Finally,Massachusetts witnessed a military revolt of farmers led by Daniel Shays(1741-1825),a veteran who had participated in the Independence War.Consequently,the promise of“democracy”and“freedom”became a mere lip service.After several consultations and reforms,the political system of the United States was turned from the confederation to the federation.In 1787,John Adams,Alexander Hamilton,James Madison and others presided over the formulation of the Federal Constitution,and in 1789 the federal republic was founded.Thus,political power was more centralized,and the promise of“democracy”and“freedom” could be carried out.

In the meantime,the United Stated also abrogated the British decree that any westward immigration was forbidden. As a result,crows of people from the Atlantic coast of North America and from Europe crossed the A ppalachian Mountains and moved westward.Among them were some slave-owners and land-speculators and numerous poor pioneers such as hunters,miners,herdsmen and farmers.Those poor pioneers,as the major part of the early immigrants to the west,settled down there.In the years around the 1861-1865 Civil War,a larger scale of Westward Movement and the plunderage of Indians’land occurred,which,in turn,helped not only to expand the territory of the United States but also to strengthen the central power of the federal government.

In July,1776,when the 13 states in North America declared their independence from England,their territories combined covered an area of 800,000 km2
 .In 1783,the United States obtained from England through the ParisPeace Treaty a large land along the Atlantic coast outside its 13 states, which expanded the country into a territory of 2.3 million km2
 .Soon after the establishment of the federal republic in 1789,the U.S.sped up its territorial expansion through wars and/or money.The legal document that laid the foundation for the expansion was Northwest Ordinance(formally An Ordinance for the Government of the Territory of the United States,North-West of the River Ohio,and also known as the Freedom Ordinance)unanimously passed on July 13,1787. This was both the guiding principle by which to establish the system of the democratic republic in the west and the basic program by which to develop the west.The primary effect of the ordinance was the creation of the Northwest Territory as the first organized territory of the United States out of the region south of the Great Lakes,north and west of the Ohio River,and east of the Mississippi River.On August 7,1789, the U.S.Congress affirmed the ordinance with slight modifications under the U.S.Constitution.

Following the formulation of Northwest Ordinance and the U.S.Constitution there emerged a large scale of Westward Movement.In 1803,the United States took advantage of Napoléon Bonaparte’s predicament in the Anglo-French War,
(13)

 and so acquired the Louisiana,a territory of 2, 147,000 km2
 in area.The U.S.paid$11,250,000 plus cancellation of debts worth$3,750,000,a total cost of$15 million for the Louisiana territory.The Louisiana Purchase encompassed portions of 14 current U.S.states and two Canadian provinces.This purchase doubled the size of young America,and also helped the country stretch to the Gulf of Mexico.In 1819,the United States purchased West Florida from Spain,which extended the former to the Caribbean Sea. In 1836,Texas Province of Mexico declared its independence from Mexico,renamed the“Republic of Texas,”which was annexed by the United States nine years later.In 1846,the United States compelled Britain by means of the war threat to desert the Oregon region,which made the U.S.territory cross the Mississippi River to the Pacific coast.In the same year,the United States triggered the war with Mexico,and then agitated the revolt in California,where the Republic of California was founded right after the revolt.In 1847-1848, Mexico was forced to cede California,Arizona and New Mexico to the United States.In 1853,it was coerced into selling a land south to New Mexico for$10 million to the United States.In 1867,the United States bought Alaska and the Aleutian Islands for$7.2 million from Czarist Russia.In 1898,the American Congress carried the motion to swallow up the Hawaiian Islands,which extended the antennae of the United States to the middle of the Pacific Ocean.Till then the United States of America had finished its territorial expansion, and its territory now extends across the two continents and borders on three oceans.

During Westward Movement,there existed three big waves of immigration.The first wave appeared at the turn of the 18th century—the 19th century.Owing to the Louisiana Purchase,immigrants felt surer of their settlement beyond the A ppalachian Mountains and began to swarm into Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee.Their activities laid the foundation for the subsequent ever-expanding barn in the Midwest.The second wave appeared after 1815,when one group of immigrants came from the Atlantic coast of North America and the other group of immigrants from Germany.The two groups gathered in the whole region north to Ohio,pioneering and settling there.Years of their endeavor have turned the said region into a granary and livestock base of America. There was another group of immigrants from Southeast America,who chose to settle down in the plains between South Georgia and Louisiana,living by producing and selling cotton,which expanded the plantation economy of the South. The third wave appeared with the advent of America’s territorial expansion and annexation in the mid-19th century. As is known,the American War of Independence did not solve the land problem completely,nor did it settle the issue of slavery.And,this soon led to the divergent lines of economic development between the North and the South,which finally resulted in the 1860s’American Civil War.After the Independence War,the U.S.federal government started to nationalize the land in the west and decided to sell the land by segment in order to increase its revenue,pay back its debts and simultaneously satisfy the need of land speculators.But, the majority of immigrants could not afford the expensive land.In the early period of the Civil War,the Union army of the North suffered successive setbacks.Under such circumstances,the Lincoln administration
(14)

 promulgated in May of 1862 The Homestead Act,which stipulated that the head of an American family or an American citizen at the age of 21 and above who had never joined in any revolt against the North could acquire a piece of land of 64 hectares large in the west for the$10 charge,and that the same land could be registered as a private property on the condition that it had been cultivated for at least five years running.The promulgation and enforcement of the act satisfied to some extent the need of the pioneer farmers in the west for land and enhanced the morale of the people in their struggle against the slave-owners of the south.Resultantly,the westward expansion by the slave-owning plantations of the south was effectively checked,and,at the same time,the pioneer farmers of the west provided lots of sources of troops and provisions for the Union army of the North,which reversed the trend of the military situation to the advantage of the North.

Prior to the Civil War,in 1848-1849,gold mines were discovered in California,and the resultant Gold Rush quickly attracted a large number of immigrants including the first batch of Chinese to the west for gold,which raised the curtain on the development of the far west of the United States.San Francisco soon became the second busiest city in the world only after London.The construction of transcontinental railroads in the 1860s was a labor-intensive task,which allured a larger number of immigrant Chinese and Irish laborers into the United States.
(15)



From the 1860s to the 1890s,immigrants turned Wild West into vast pastures and fertile fields.By 1890,Westward Movement had formally ended,and the territory of the United States had increased to more than three times the original. The development and expansion of the west benefited the United States in terms of basic resources required of modern industries,which in turn greatly affected the U.S.social system and market economy as well as its national character.

Leaving aside its national diversity,politics,diplomacy, economy,culture and military affairs,the United States enjoys exceptional advantages in geographic location, topographical forms,climatic conditions and natural resources.And those advantages have been offering favorable living circumstances and performing stages for immigrants to feel free to move,pioneer,innovate and adventure as well as to pursue individualism,democracy,equality,tolerance and fair play.


2.2　Unique Cultural Heritages

Opportunities vouchsafed by Heaven are less important than terrestrial advantages,which in turn are less important than the unity among people.

Mencius(372-289 B.C.,Ancient Chinese Sage)

The sea admits hundreds of rivers for its capacity to hold.

Lin Zexu(1785-1850,Chinese scholar and official)

The laws contribute more to the maintenance of the democratic republic in the United States than the physical circumstances of the country, and the customs more than the laws.

Charles Alexis de Tocqueville

(1805-1859,French political thinker and historian)


2.2.1　Do Americans Have No Tradition?

As is known,there are three ideological sources of American cultures:Puritanism,liberalism and individualism. Get to the root of the matter and you’ll see the fact that American cultures are products made through the interactive processes between the inheritance of traditions and the effects of environment.Here,the said inheritance is highly selective, and the said environment is holistic and whole.It was the holistic environment that determined the national character of the U.S.or the way Americans behaved.
(16)

 According to American journalist and historian Theodore H.White(1915-1986),those from the new generation of Americans were tough guys who fought for a firm idea,and how they won the battles has already been written into school textbooks.And, as to how they won the battles,scholars have made recondite researches,and historians and poets have sacralized their merits.But,the most important of all is the story about ideas.It was ideas that turned the Americans into a great nation,and people in 1776 never envisioned the explosive force of ideas.Therefore,White finally came to a conclusion that the United States of America was founded on ideas rather than the geographic location.
(17)



If Henry Steele Commager emphasizes more the geographical factors in shaping the American character,then Theodore H.White stresses more the role of the national character or ideas in formulating American politics and democracy.To Mencius(372-289 B.C.,Ancient Chinese Sage),“Opportunities vouchsafed by Heaven are less important than terrestrial advantages,which in turn are less important than the unity among people.”
(18)

 And to Charles Alexis de Tocqueville,“The laws contribute more to the maintenance of the democratic republic in the United States than the physical circumstances of the country,and the customs more than the laws.”
(19)

 In their eyes,the three factors,although somewhat different in content in either of the scholars,have the order of importance.Yet,they are an interactive and organic whole.To those early immigrants from Europe,what mattered most was“freedom”or“liberty,” which was the homophony of their lives.Just for its sake, those forefathers dared to leave their own native lands for a brand-new land.However,it is a pity that they didn’t leave any written works dealing with the ideas and the theories of freedom.

Studies of later years showed that American ideas of freedom primarily derived from the Anglo-Saxon thinkers, like John Milton(1608-1674,English poet and political theorist),John Locke(1632-1704,English philosopher), Adam Smith(1723-1790,English economist),John Stuart Mill(1806-1873,English philosopher)and others,who divided“freedom”into civil freedom,individual freedom, religious freedom,political freedom and economic freedom. This sort of division has been influencing generations upon generations of Americans.In 1941,when humankind was confronted with the threat of fascism,President Franklin D. Roosevelt(1882-1945)proclaimed to the whole world that the United States would not hesitate to sacrifice its all for the four greatest freedoms of mankind,namely the freedom of speech, the freedom to believe,the freedom from want(i.e.economic freedom)and the freedom from fear(i.e.the freedom to pursue a peaceful and happy life).
(20)

 Further tracing it back, the Anglo-Saxon ideas of freedom originated from the Germanic values of self-reliance and the heritages of the Ancient Greco-Rome and Hebrew.Thus,we can conclude that the United States has inherited the 2,000-year-long European tradition.

As early as in the Renaissance Europe and afterwards,“freedom”meant the ability of an individual to choose in life and to observe given ethical principles and social norms without any outside pressure.It also meant the selfgovernment or the given rights(liberty)prescribed by agreements,compacts,contracts,charters,laws,etc.And the Mayflower Compact in 1620 was an embodiment of such“freedom.”The importance of“freedom”to the early immigrants was reflected in that sonorous slogan shouted by Patrick Henry(1736-1799,a noted Scottish-American elocutionist and statesman)during the Independence War:“Give me Liberty,or give me Death!”Even today,if Americans were asked to make a choice between freedom and equality,three quarters would put freedom before equality. The ratio is much higher than that of Western Europeans and that of Japanese in the same choice.
(21)



Immigrants came to this relatively wild but absolutely vast land with the cultural heritages and lifetime goals of their own.They came,they saw and they settled.They enjoyed the favorable geographical conditions and abundant natural resources.The new ideas they brought with themselves from the Old World found full expression in the New World.From the first successful settlement in North America to the cradle of American Revolution and democracy,from the rebellious British Puritan immigrants in Massachusetts to the formation of the basis of American Puritanism and from the Paris Peace Treaty in 1783,in which England recognized the United States as a sovereignty,to the founding of the federal republic in America,history witnessed an enormous momentum of the ideas and practices of freedom in North America.The momentum surmounted the obstacle of the Old World and threw its convention to the winds.However,before new things became mature and the racial antagonism was rooted out,the new republic had promoted close contacts among the people from different cultures and from different parts of the world,which brought about a capricious destiny and dramatic history.
(22)

 Until then,human beings had never established such a republic with a vast and diversified territory as the people of the United States.

To Americans as well as mankind,this was a great experiment,and a rigorous test,too.


2.2.2　Where Does the American Spirit Come from?

As said before,Westward Movement greatly enlarged the size of the United States,which augmented the resources for its industrial development and so affected the social system and the market-economy as well as the national character of the United States.The period of one hundred years following the Civil War was bound to be a revolutionary age,the age that many,many people neglected.A revolution took place not in the conference hall of the legislature,nor in the battlefields or the street barricades,but in the households, farms,factories,shops,schools.…Not only did the United States witness big changes day after day but also the experience of the whole mankind and the true implication of time,space,present and future underwent repeated modifications.A new democracy was being created in this world,and being continuously discovered by Americans themselves.
(23)



The history of the United States is the history of the movement and expansion from the east coast to the west coast,the history of the immigration and development from the cold regions to the warm regions and the history of suburbanization and urbanization.In this process,many values of the western frontiers gradually became the values of the American nation.

By the end of Westward Movement in 1890,the advantageous physical and natural conditions of North America had been well known to immigrants.While attracting immigrants to“freedom,”the United States also made those go-getting and lucky people get rich.In the words of Henry Steele Commager,the special environment pertaining to North America paved the way for capability and luck,whereas family background or social class played little role there.Americans were democratic and equal to one another,but their democracy was the social and political type.And,because of their confident anticipation of their economic success the next year or the year after the next,they appeared not so envious of the current success of their neighbors or friends.To Americans, there was no point in depending on forefathers,and self-made success was the real and decent success,i.e.the material success and the success of a macho.
(24)



In America,people care little about where heroes come from or about who has got rich first.There,people keep quiet about their previous merits,and the younger generation feels no need to brag the merits of old generations.“Self-made”is the pet phrase of many,many Americans,and the real history is often condensed into pet phrases.Americans in general are fond of pioneering and innovating,starting from scratch, relying upon themselves,competing and cooperating with each other.Remember:their forefathers came to the New World with and for a great dream—the dream of establishing through their own efforts a free and egalitarian society without class exploitation and oppression.In their eyes,what European cities and industries embodied were all evils.To eradicate them,they needed a brand-new society.Of course,this dream,to the people of the Old World,seemed too romantic and unrealistic.However,when combined with the vast territory and the abundant resources of North America,it generated a sort of optimistic and go-getting spirit on the part of Americans.For a long time,they knew no failure,poverty and oppression,which were simply the features of the Old World.To their understanding,“progress”was not an abstract concept or the propaganda of politicians.Instead,it was reflected in their daily experiences and experiments as well.With each passing day,wild land was turned into fertile fields,villages into cities,society became increasingly richer and the whole nation increasingly stronger—everywhere people saw opening up of mines,building up of railroads, highways and tall buildings,sprawling of suburbs,expanding of universities,farm harvests,industrial miracles, technological innovations and inventions,population growth.…Every day saw changes,every month witnessed progresses and every year experienced rising GDP.To Americans,GDP resembled an ever-expanding pie,which made them not merely optimistic and energetic but also confident and firm in their determination and ability to accomplish any great mission.They felt that they were able to fulfill any task confronting them.That’s why Mark Twain stated:“Everything is possible.”

In addition,the vast territory and the abundant resources of the United States have nurtured imaginative and creative, broad-minded and adventurous Americans.In other words,in the New World there has existed ample scope for their dreams and abilities.They tend to accept grand plans and programs as well as bold speculations,and they are ready to accept new things and enjoy individual freedom of choice.Under such favorable physical circumstances they have so far succeeded in creating a higher living standard and more modern achievements than any other nation in the world.And this makes them hold such a view:a comfortable life is a natural thing,and innovative changes are necessary to a society, national wealth should be ever-increasing and technological power inexhaustible.In the country there have emerged such inventors as Thomas Alva Edison(1847-1931),such adventurers as Charles A.Lindbergh(1902-1974,the first person in history to fly solo over the Atlantic Ocean),such entrepreneurs as Bill Gates(1955- ,the founder of American Microsoft),such speculators as Warren E.Buffett(1930- ,American business magnate and philanthropist), such wizards as Michael Jackson.…

The culture of Americans is more materialistic,more practical and more changeable to the times than many other cultures.As to their practicality,Henry Steele Commager pointed out that the way Americans disliked empty theories and abstract speculations was just like the way healthy people avoided medicine.
(25)

 They are innately uninterested in recondite political and moral philosophies.Their favorite philosopher is Benjamin Franklin,not Jonathan Edwards(1745-1801, American theologian and metaphysician).To their minds,any philosophy that transcends common sense is worthless.They even like to simply change metaphysics into everyday ethics. They believe that only the muddle-headed and unfortunate people turn to profound and abstract philosophies for help.

For the reason above,Americans often encounter jeers from Europeans,especially the British,the German,the French,the Italian and the Scandinavian,who think scorn of the former as“shallow materialists”and“dollar-chasers” without any moral philosophy and behavior codes to obey and without any aesthetic standard and judgment in life.To many Europeans,what Americans value are mere money and indulgence.But Americans do not think so.Thought relatively young and unsophisticated,yet politically their nation is more mature than the British,the German,the French,the Russian,the Japanese and many others,and administratively their nation is more efficient,economically more successful,militarily stronger and by living standards wealthier.Anyway,they have the final say in the world affairs.They have stricken their powerful counterblows to those pretentious challenges.They dislike artificialness, sophistication,complacency,red tape,hierarchical order, pedantic culture and politics that exist in many other cultures of the world.To most Americans,the purpose of going to college or university is just to obtain the diploma,the purpose of choosing a certain major in the college or university is just to get a good job in future,the purpose of job-hopping is just to pursue a higher salary and a better chance for selfdevelopment,the purpose of travelling overseas is just to experience exotic landscapes and customs,and the purpose of fulfilling the American dream is just to achieve a material success.The dream,usually concretized into fancy job,fancy salary,fancy house,fancy car,fancy wife/husband,etc.,is the centripetal force as well as the cohesive force of the American nation.In their eyes,the most successful people should be entrepreneurs,and professors,artists and intellectuals are just those who often wear long hair,like to nit-pick and behave absent-mindedly,weirdly and ridiculously.

Americans have been living in the New World.Once,for a fairly long time,they were isolated from other parts of the world,so they managed to escape by sheer luck the evils and the catastrophes of the Old World,and simultaneously to develop the tradition of isolationism and conservatism.The advantageous geography and the abundant resources of North America have helped cultivate the hegemonic psychology and the parochial arrogance in Americans,who believe that their nation is superior to any other nation as the United States is the best and the strongest on earth.This self-assumed superiority,in addition to their awareness of the elect of God and Messianism,has led to another awareness of theirs of the heavenly mission of remolding the human society and even the entire world.That is to say,the United States must lead the world,as an old American ballad“John Brown’s Body”reads:

The stars of heaven are looking kindly down,

　　On the grave of old John Brown.

He’s gone to be a soldier in the army of the Lord,

　　His soul is marching on.

……………………

Now has come the glorious jubilee,

　　When all mankind is free.
(26)



As early as the 18th
 century,almost all Americans were aware that the prospect of their country lay in the Wild West. The result of Westward Movement was the emergence of a brand-new empire in North America.Based on President John Adams’recollection,many Americans of that time liked to sing a ballad about the fall of the Oriental empires and the rise of the American Empire.To their minds,such great men as George Washington,Benjamin Franklin and Abraham Lincoln belong to the world as well as the United States.Their nation should pose as the world leader and take the revival of the human world as its mission.To many American presidents, the United States is vast and strong with the best political and legal ideas and systems,so it should take charge of the world affairs.
(27)

 Thomas Jefferson,the third president of the United States,spoke of the American government as the best and the strongest on earth.He professed in his inauguration speech on March 4,1801:

I know,indeed,that some honest men fear that a republican government can not be strong,that this Government is not strong enough; but would the honest patriot,in the full tide of successful experiment, abandon a government which has so far kept us free and firm on thetheoretic and visionary fear that this Government,the world’s best hope, may by possibility want energy to preserve itself?I trust not.I believe this, on the contrary,the strongest Government on earth.I believe it the only one where every man,at the call of the law,would fly to the standard of the law,and would meet invasions of the public order as his own personal concern.…

Kindly separated by nature and a wide ocean from the exterminating havoc of one quarter of the globe;too high-minded to endure the degradations of the others;possessing a chosen country,with room enough for our descendants to the thousandth and thousandth generation;entertaining a due sense of our equal right to the use of our own faculties,to the acquisitions of our own industry,to honor and confidence from our fellow-citizens,resulting not from birth,but from our actions and their sense of them;…
(28)



Young America,like a youth,was inexperienced in life but gogetting and pioneering,naive but vigorous and imaginative, superficial but active and creative,short of historical capital but aspiring and ambitious,without any existing model to follow but capable of establishing a new society and its norms.Without ancestors’assets to depend upon and historical burdens and ideological restraints to bear,the young nation moved forward with a light pack.Faced with challenges ahead,it displayed no fear at all. As to the European traditions,it constantly transformed and updated them instead of inheriting them indiscriminately.As to other cultures,it quietly absorbed all that came to it.Eventually,new and diversified cultures with the American flavor emerged from this world.

The United States is the biggest immigrant nation on earth.The evolutionary history of the American culture is that of the immigrants to America.The multi-source American culture has brought forth the pluralism of the culture,yet this pluralism is based on the recognition of the mainstream culture—the WASP culture.On the other hand,the multiple sources of the immigrants have naturally led to the conflicts of the heterogeneous cultures in the new circumstances,and in the conflicts there exists a fusion.This is also the consensus of the academic circles:the heterogeneous inheritance has resulted in the homogeneous character.From the very beginning,Puritans combined their sacred mission,pious belief,stringent values,simple lifestyle and distinctive individualism with their pioneering experience in the brandnew environment,which formulated the national awareness and character of the American people.Their hard struggle for survival in the new circumstances constantly fostered the mutual recognition,understanding and respect among batches of immigrants and raised their consciousness of the common benefits.And,this in turn promoted the formation of the unified American nation and their patriotism.
(29)

 Since World War II,there have been more sources of the immigrants to the United States.If prewar America was the mere epitome of the European nations,then postwar America has become the miniature of the global nations.Also,with the advent of the Civil Rights Movement of Afro-Americans and the Women Liberation Movement in the 1950s-1960s,the self-awareness of the American nation and that of social groups in the U.S. were continuously heightened.As a result,other cultures, instead of being totally absorbed into the WASP culture,have begun to co-exist with or resist against the latter,and different cultures have had to learn how to tolerate and learn from one another.This trend has gained the ever-increasing momentum in the era of the cultural studies and that of globalization,turning the melting-pot of the American society into the cultural mosaic.
(30)



For several hundred years since the first batch of European immigrants arrived,North America has been a dreamland,a promised land for many,many people.Some came for the sake of religious freedom,some for the sake of economic freedom,and others for the sake of political freedom.…For those sakes,some reluctantly risked their lives to cross the big ocean,and others had no hesitation to desert their hard-earned and decent social positions and livelihood in the Old World and move to the New World.…By the end of Westward Movement,the territory of the United States had more than tripled,which had greatly augmented the resources for its industrialization,which in turn has produced a great impact on the socioeconomic system of the country as well as the cultivation of the American character.

The United States,in spite of its short history,is a huge country so far as the number of immigrants,natural resources,geography,population,industry,agriculture, economy,politics,military and even culture are concerned. Because of the global influence of its hard-power and softpower,its diplomatic orientation often becomes the focus of the world.

No doubt,there are more facts about the United States than what has been mentioned here.
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Chapter 3　Americans and Their Values

I know of no country in which there is so little independence of mind and real freedom of discussion as in America.

Charles Alexis de Tocqueville

(1805-1859,French political thinker and historian)

We hold these truths to be self-evident,that all men are created equal,that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,that among these are Life,Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

TheDeclaration of Independence,1776

As far as values are concerned,it is necessary to firstly discuss the component parts of culture.Some contemporary scholars like Edward C.Steward and Milton J.Bennett(American scholars)hold that culture is composed of two basic elements:the implicit or subjective one and the explicit or objective one.The former contains psychological traits such as ideas,values,beliefs and thinking ways,while the latter objective features such as the political structure,the socioeconomic system,social norms,customs and habits, workmanship and literary works.
(1)

 Similarly,Yi Yidian,the editor-in-chief of Textbook of Sociology,divides culture into the implicit part and the explicit part.According to Yi,the implicit part is the system of values and beliefs whereas the explicit part the system of symbols that are embodied by material entities and patterns of behavior.
(2)

 The general idea is that the core of culture lies in its implicit part,which can be further divided into beliefs,values,ethical codes,social ideals,etc.

Now,let us turn to the question:how are beliefs and values formed respectively?When people strongly believe in and revere certain ideas,theories and doctrines and take them as their guidelines and codes of action,they form their beliefs.And,when people judge and rate the importance of things around them,they form their values.When they are faced with options,this kind of judgment and rating system will become the yardstick in their minds and the guideline for them to go by.Chen Yingqiao,a contemporary Taiwan scholar,simply regards rites,customs, habits,languages,ways of living,psychological identity and the like as the manifestations of the content of culture so as to differentiate them from those of the content of civilization.
(3)



Based on the above definitions,we may draw a conclusion:the American nation is more coagulated by the implicit part of culture—that is to say,immigrants from all over the world have come to settle down in North America and founded a multi-racial,multi-national and multi-cultural country there for the common dreams,beliefs and values.To accept or be absorbed into this sort of racial,ethnic and cultural diversity,people must have a tolerant and open mind, and only in this way can national unity of the United States be created and maintained.But,Americans never like overunification.So,“diversity”should be the most appropriate word in summarizing the biggest feature of the American culture;“tolerance”or“openness”may be the next word in summarizing its second feature,and“popularity”and“gogetting”may be the last words in summarizing its third and fourth features.Dong Xiaochuan,has summed up the features of the American culture as below:

Individualism is the core of American culture,with Christianity as its mainstream,the racial relationship as its basis,pluralism as its feature and popular culture as its domination.
(4)




3.1　Basic Values

The United States of America was founded on an idea rather than the geographic location.

Theodore H.White

(1915-1986,American journalist and historian)

America has never been united by blood or birth or soil.We are bound by ideals that move us beyond our backgrounds,lift us above our interests and teach us what it means to be citizens.

George W.Bush(1946- ),Inaugural address,2001

The American culture,as a transplanted culture,grew primarily out of European cultures by integrating the latter into the physical and cultural environments of North America, thus evolving a style of its own.As it is aforementioned that the core of culture lies in its implicit part,it is both necessary and significant for us to scrutinize the basic values of Americans.But,before that,two questions must be answered:(1)How to define values?And(2)what are the values of Americans?

To answer the first question,let us look at the definition of Edward Spranger(1882-1963),a German philosopher, educator and psychologist.According to the German scholar, values that are developed through socialization are criteria by which people judge,handle and choose things.In 1916,in his Die Lebensformen(Types of Men),Spranger advanced a theory of six types of men that represent the corresponding types of values,
(5)

 which include:

●　The Theoretical Man

The dominant interest of the theoretical man is the discovery of truth.In the pursuit of this goal,he characteristically takes a“cognitive”attitude,one that looks for identities and differences;one that divests itself of judgments regarding the beauty or utility of objects,and seeks only to observe and to reason.Since the interests of the theoretical man are empirical,critical,and rational,he is necessarily an intellectualist,frequently a scientist or philosopher.His chief aim in life is to order and systematize his knowledge.

●　The Aesthetic Man

The aesthetic man sees his highest value in form and harmony.Each single experience is judged from the standpoint of grace,symmetry,or fitness.He regards life as a procession of events;each single impression is enjoyed for its own sake. He need not be a creative artist,nor need he be effete;he is aesthetic if he but finds his chief interest in the artistic episodes of life.

The aesthetic attitude is,in a sense,diametrically opposed to the theoretical;the former is concerned with the diversity,and the latter with the identities of experience.The aesthetic man either chooses,with Keats,to consider truth as equivalent to beauty,or agrees with Mencken,that,“to make a thing charming is a million times more important than to make it true.”In the economic sphere,the aesthetic man sees the process of manufacturing,advertising,and trade as a wholesale destruction of the values most important to him.In social affairs,he may be said to be interested in persons but not in the welfare of persons;he tends toward individualism and self-sufficiency.Aesthetic people often like the beautiful insignia of pomp and power,but oppose political activity when it makes for the repression of individuality.In the field of religion they are likely to confuse beauty with purer religious experience.

●　The Political Man

The political man is interested primarily in power.His activities are not necessarily within the narrow field of politics;but whatever his vocation,he betrays himself as a Machtmensch(power man).Leaders in any field generally have high power value.Since competition and struggle play a large part in all life,many philosophers have seen power as the most universal and most fundamental of motives.There are, however,certain personalities in whom the desire for a direct expression of this motive is uppermost,who wish above all else for personal power,influence,and renown.

●　The Economic Man

The economic man is characteristically interested in what is useful.Based originally upon the satisfaction of bodily needs(self-preservation),the interest in utilities develops to embrace the practical affairs of the business world—the production,marketing,and consumption of goods,the elaboration of credit,and the accumulation of tangible wealth. This type is thoroughly“practical”and conforms well to the prevailing stereotype of businessman.

The economic attitude frequently comes into conflict with other values.The economic man wants education to be practical,and regards unapplied knowledge as waste.Great feats of engineering and application result from the demands economic men make upon science.The value of utility likewise conflicts with the aesthetic value,except when art serves commercial ends.In his personal life the economic man is likely to confuse luxury with beauty.In his relations with people he is more likely to be interested in surpassing them in wealth than in dominating them(political attitude)or in serving them(social attitude).In some cases the economic man may be said to make his religion the worship of Mammon.In other instances,however,he may have regard for the traditional God,but inclines to consider Him as the giver of good gifts,of wealth,prosperity,and other tangible blessings.

●　The Social Man

The highest value for this type is love of people.In the study of values,it is the altruistic or philanthropic aspect of love that is measured.The social man prizes other persons as ends,and is therefore himself kind,sympathetic,and unselfish.He is likely to find the theoretical,economic and aesthetic attitudes cold and inhuman.In contrast to the political type,the social man regards love as itself the only suitable form of human relationship.In its purest form the social interest is selfless and tends to approach very closely to the religious attitude.

●　The Religious Man

The highest value of the religious man may be called unity.He is mystical,and seeks to comprehend the cosmos as a whole,to relate himself to its embracing totality.The religious man is one“whose mental structure is permanently directed to the creation of the highest and absolutely satisfying value experience.”Some men of this type are“immanent mystics,”that is,they find their religious experience in the affirmation of life and in active participation therein.A Faust with his zest and enthusiasm sees something divine in every event.The“transcendental mystic,”on the other hand,seeks to unite himself with a higher reality by withdrawing from life;he is the ascetic,and,like the holy men of India,finds the experience of unity through self-denial and meditation.In many individuals the negation and affirmation of life alternate to yield the greatest satisfaction.
(6)



However,Spranger does not imply that a given man belongs exclusively to one or another of these types of values. His depictions are entirely in terms of“ideal types.”In reality,a given man is most probably a mixture of these types of values.

Pan Wei,a contemporary Chinese scholar,discusses the core social values and non-core social values in his“An Essay on Core Values of Modern Society”.From his perspective,the framework of a society is supported by its seven pillars or social relations,i.e.the relation between an individual person and others,the relation between man and nature,the relation between an individual person and groups,the relation between groups and society,the relation between the people and the government,the relation between the people and the nationstate,and the relation between a nation-state and(an) international system(s).The right-or-wrong judgment on these seven social relations has shaped the seven core social values,which are like seven concentric circles.From the innermost to the outmost are arranged in order the seven core values:(1)the value of morals,(2)the value of Mother Nature,(3)the value of human groups,(4)the value of the human society,(5)the value of politics,(6)the value of nationality,and(7)the value of the outside world.The innermost core value—the value of morals—is the universal value.
(7)



The values of a nation as a whole are always reflected in its mainstream culture,in which the innermost core value is enveloped.So,the exploration of the traditional values of Americans should be started from the innermost core value.In such a vast territory and such diversified cultures,it is almost impossible to unite peoples from different parts of the world into one nation simply with the explicit culture or the pureblood ideology.The early immigrants moved to the promised, free land with the dreams and values of their own,which were in turn nourished by the unique environment of North America and enriched by their pioneering experience in the New World. In this way gradually took shape the traditional American values,which then affected the traits of Americans such as character,thinking way and behavioral patterns.

The traditional value system of Americans has played a positive role in forming the kernel of the American culture.Of course,its limitation is obvious likewise.As to the limitation of this value system,Robert Neelly Bellah(1927- , American sociologist)points out that in the cultural heritage of the United States the implications of personality,success and life-goal are defined by over-glorifying the individual but also putting him or her in horrible isolation.
(8)

 This can be said to be one of the limitations of the American culture,or rather, the limitation of the American individualism.


3.1.1　Individual Freedom,Self-Reliance and Privacy

Liberalism,as one of the three ideological foundations of the American culture,
(9)

 is based upon individualism.Or put in another way,individualism is the basic spirit of liberalism. The origin of American-type liberalism can be traced back to the Greco-Roman and Hebrew heritages.Aeschylus(525-456 B.C.),the tragedy writer of Ancient Greece,eye-witnessed the Persian War and recorded the battle cry by Greek soldiers below:

为了自由,希腊的子孙们,

为了国家、子女、妻子的自由,

为了信仰自由,为了祖先的陵墓。
(10)



In the year 431 B.C.,the great Athenian leader Pericles(495-429 B.C.)gave his legendary funeral oration to commemorate those who had died in the first year of the Peloponesian War(the war between Athens and Sparta).He said:

Make them your examples,and,esteeming courage to be freedomand freedom to be happiness,do not weigh too nicely the perils of war.
(11)



Here,Pericles’words show us the correlations between courage and freedom,between freedom and happiness. Apparently,what Pericles meant by“freedom”was personal freedom—the most basic type of freedom,and at the time liberty was unknown yet.Words like freedom,democracy and rights represent fashionable ideas in the culture of Ancient Greece.To Athenian citizens,freedom meant freedom of choice based on a person’s free will,including the election of political leaders,the judgment on convicts by the jury,the voting for major political events,etc.Socrates(469-399 B.C.),a philosopher of Ancient Greece,maintained that it was morbid for a man to live a life by obeying others’will and that only by obeying his own will could the man live meaningfully.One of his famous quotes is“The unexamined life is not worth living.”

Seen from afar,the Grecians of the Ancient Times displayed the spirit of free creating,free thinking and free believing,which was characteristic of human nature.The Roman Empire was the first political entity based on the bonds and the legal system in which all the ethnic groups within the boundary were given the equal identity of citizenship and private ownership was inviolable there.Hebrew civilization not only built a monotheistic faith in life for people but also introduced the conception of the“two-way choice”between God and the Jewish.From the beginning of the Middle Ages, Christianity inserted the conception of God’s salvation into the Greek notion of freedom.The idea of Christianity is that freedom is embodied in Grace;that is,Grace bestows faith upon humans,who in turn recognize the Grace of God by means of faith.A more modern source of European liberalism was Germanic passion for individual freedom—a strong love for freedom at any risk or cost or the exclusive motive to achieve self-satisfaction.
(12)

 When asked the question about why to lead the peasants in the uprising by the Austrian rulers, Wilhelm Tell,the national hero of the 14th
 centrury Switzerland,gave a categorical answer:“For liberty!”In the humanistic Europe after the Renaissance,the value of freedom was even higher than that of human life.Just at this time, there appeared the understanding of the difference between freedom and liberty.
(13)



Seen from near,the liberalism from the British Isles exerted a tremendous impact upon the national philosophies and state policies of West Europe and the Americas.Particularly,this Germanic Anglo-Saxon tradition was soon deeply rooted in the early immigrants to North America,which greatly affected those Founding Fathers of the United States.The resounding call of“Give me Liberty,or give me Death!”by Patrick Henry greatly encouraged the colonial people in North America,and this call became the loud pet phrase of the French people during the French Revolution(1789-1799).By the 1800s,the humanistic Europe had condensed the value of freedom into the famous poem“Freedom and Love”by the Hungarian revolutionary poet Petöfi Sándor(1823-1849):

Freedom and love

Are dear to me;

My life I give,

Sweet love,for thee,

Yet love I give

For liberty.
(14)



Definitely,freedom originated in Europe.Later,it was brought to North America by immigrants and rooted in the spinal cord of the colonial people there.It touched their nerves and inspired their dreams and hearts.At that time,many,many European people felt indignant at and intolerant of the interposition and oppression exerted by the kings,nobles,bishops,churches, governments and authorities.Yet,the oppressive forces of the Old World were so strong and stubborn that people had no way but to escape.To them,freedom was more valuable than their lives.So valuable was freedom that they even chose to desert their homes and adventured across the Atlantic Ocean.They believed that North America offered freedom and security and that free men could determine their own destinies by removing outside pressures. They wanted the freedom to say yes and the freedom to say no, which is well stated in Forgiveness and Irony by Roger Scruton(1944- ,British philosopher and writer):

Wherever the Western vision of political order has gained a foothold, we find freedom of expression:not merely the freedom to disagree withothers publicly about matters of faith and morality but also the freedom to satirize solemnity and to ridicule nonsense,including solemnity and nonsense of the sacred kind.
(15)



One who echoes the idea with Roger Scruton is Robert Neelly Bellah,an American sociologist,who holds that freedom is the most sonorous and inveterate value of Americans,by which it means freedom from outside pressures and interposition,whether political or economic or ideological,from other people’s values, ideas and life-styles and freedom from the autocratic control.To the understanding of Bellah and other scholars,American freedom is not merely non-intervention but also a person’s ability to realize and maintain his/her individuality and to determine his/her“life goal.”
(16)

 In a word,Americans are keen to pursue an individual life that should be unaffected by their families,friends or social conformity.

Outsiders are apt to regard American freedom as individualism,or even egoism,but Americans prefer the word freedom.It was Charles Alexis de Tocqueville who coined the word individualism when he investigated the democratic system in the U.S.He defined individualism as the core of American culture, and also differentiated the meaning of individualism from that of egoism.In his masterpiece Democracy in America,he defined individualism as follows:

They owe nothing to any man,and they expect nothing from any man;they acquire the habit of always considering themselves as standing alone, and they are apt to imagine that their whole destiny is in their hands.
(17)



This is why Americans,when asked to explain their behaviors,tend to give this answer:“Because this is a free country.”The significance of being an American lies in the enjoyment of freedom.

However,there is a price for everything valuable.And the price for individual freedom is self-reliance.In Pericles’words“esteeming courage to be freedom,”the price for freedom is courage.To Americans,each person is born free, but to be able to enjoy real freedom he/she must stand alone or rely on himself/herself.Self-reliance,first and foremost, is a kind of psychological trait,and then must be economically secured.A person is free in proportion to the degree he/she can afford to stand alone.Those who build up themselves just by a show of their own families or social ties are mere kids, and those who have no independent thinking and freedom of choice are mere slaves.They believe that adults,once dependent on others or their families or their institutions will be risking the loss of personal freedom and the loss of the respect from others.President Thomas Jefferson once warned people of the danger of dependence:

Dependence begets subservience and venality,suffocates the germ of virtue,and prepares fit tools for the designs of ambition.
(18)



To the minds of Americans,freedom is the ability to stand alone;to be more exact,it is the ability to be independent of those who are financially superior to you and of those who attempt to restrict your speech and action.
(19)

 Americans like to reiterate that famous statement made by Henrik Johan Ibsen(1828-1906,Norwegian playwright)“The strongest man in the world is he who stands alone.”It is similar to a famous Chinese saying“Perspire your own sweat and earn your own bread;a real man shouldn’t depend upon his ancestors,or others,or God.”
(20)



Therefore,American children are taught and encouraged to be independent,to develop their own goals in life and to respect privacy instead of depending too much on others including friends,teachers and parents.They’ll be rewarded if they try hard to reach their goals.They acquire this kind of idea and behavioral pattern at an early age and keep them for their whole life.That’s also why Americans like to keep their privacy and enjoy spending time alone.They tend to keep a distance from others.To them,privacy is part of individual freedom,and to respect privacy is to respect an individual. They hold the belief that a good distance makes good friends and that a good fence makes good neighbors.Even between parents and children,between husbands and wives and between lovers,respecting privacy is necessary.Foreign visitors may find American homes and offices open,but they find it hard to know what is inside the American mind,which is usually kept private.Although many Americans are inquisitive,yet they are cautious of such personal questions as“What’s your age?”,“Are you still single?”,“Why don’t you want to marry?”,“What’s your religious belief?”,“How much do you earn a month?”and“What’s on your mind?”,for the questions are somewhat intrusive.Sometimes,they seem as intrusive as trespassing.

The emphasis on individualism,self-reliance,self-interest, private rights and privacy is connoted in American freedom,which derives from the Anglo-Saxon tradition and flourishes in the New World.In the United States,individualism in religion is reflected in the freedom of faith,individualism in economy reflected in the free market system,individualism in culture reflected in the humanistic idea,individualism in politics reflected in the democratic system,individualism in ideology reflected in the independent thinking and judgment,individualism in social life reflected in the respect for individual privacy and for public order,and individualism in family life reflected in the mutual respect,the mutual understanding and the mutual equality among family members.

However,American-type individualism has its limitations.Its extreme variations can be overweening,overconfidence,selfishness, solitude,closed-mindedness and parochial conceit.On the other hand,not all the American stories about freedom sound sweet. Some of them are not so sweet,or even bitter,particularly those about the maltreatment the colored people and women have ever experienced.In his poem“Words Like Freedom”,James Langston Hughes(1902-1967,Afro-American poet)expressed his feel about American freedom from the standpoint of typical Afro-Americans:

There are words like freedom,

Sweet and wonderful to say.

On my heartstring freedom sings,

All day every day.

There are words like freedom,

That almost make me cry.

If you had known what I known,

You should know why.
(21)




3.1.2　Equality,Opportunity and Competition

Talking of equality and opportunity,Anthony Walton(1960-),American poet and writer,once said:

America’s greatest strength,and its greatest weakness,is our belief in second chances,our belief that we can always start over,that things can be made better.

Equality,for centuries,has been an essential notion and topic in philosophy and politics as well as a human ideal and faith.It is often juxtaposed with freedom.By its philosophical nature,equality can be divided into two categories:relative equality and absolute equality.Relative equality,as the equality in reality,is guaranteed by legal provisions and procedural justice,such as equality of opportunity,whereas absoluteequality,as the Utopian equality,is an ideal or a goal that has been attracting humans but difficult to be reached. From the angle of the development of social man,equality can be classified into equality at the starting point,equality of outcome and equality of opportunity.Both equality at the starting point and equality of outcome are impossible,and only equality of opportunity is actual or real.Hence, Americans are not so much bothered by the differences at birth and inequalities in wealth as by inequality of opportunity and procedural injustice.

Certainly,the forefathers of Americans understood the abovementioned stuff,and,in fact,the second biggest reason for their immigration was to pursue equality of opportunity;i.e.everyone should be equal before opportunities.Put more precisely,equality of opportunity means that people could feel free to pursue their happiness in mind despite their differences in family backgrounds, social classes,religious beliefs,races and nationalities,skin colors and genders.As most of the forefathers came from the lowermiddle classes of Europe,they abhorred the corruption of the Old World and the privileged aristocracy,and resented being deprived of equal opportunities.For this reason,they wrote“equality”and“procedural justice”into the U.S.Constitution and abolished the system of hereditary aristocracy in order to establish a more equitable society.

No doubt,there exists no absolute equality of opportunity in this human world.A scholar from the University of Southern California shares the above idea,adding that the United States,as a country with better legal and political procedures,is the place where the real capability of a person rather than his/her family background or other factors is emphasized.In terms of the fairness of legal procedures,the following points are what Americans want:

(1)They want the opportunity to participate and express their ideas and thoughts.

(2)They want legal procedures to remain neutral,base themselves on facts and apply rules consistently.

(3)They want to be respected;their dignity and rights should be protected.

(4)They want law enforcers to be able to consider their needs and concerns and to communicate with them sincerely.
(22)



It is also true that in America,like in any other country, children from wealthy families have more opportunities in life, such as the opportunity of attending prestigious private colleges and universities.But,unlike many other countries, America can offer the same opportunity to excellent children from non-wealthy families.Colleges and universities of the United States offer all kinds of scholarships,fellowships and other forms of financial aid to academically-outstanding students,whether they are from home or abroad,from wealthy families or non-wealthy families.Generally,young adults of the United States,no matter from what families they are,regard it as a disgrace to ask for money from their parents.Instead,they take pride in using the self-made money.This is one of the reasons why those self-made personnel like Michael Jackson and Bill Gates are held in great esteem in the country.
(23)

 As is reported,the Gates have decided to donate all of their huge personal assets to“Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,”without a penny left to their children.Bill Gates once told their children:“The reason I won’t leave you a penny is that you are American!”Similarly,Warren E. Buffett has donated his huge personal assets to the said foundation.He has made it even clearer by saying that those who believe that a person,once born from the rich family, should live all his/her life without worrying about food and clothing hurt the value of equality in his mind.To Buffett, parents’love to their kids should be manifested in the time and the care parents spend with and show to their children,and this kind of love is the greatest wealth parents should give to their children.
(24)



Americans uphold the ideal that everyone is“created equal”and supposed to enjoy the same rights.This includes women as well as men of all ethnic and cultural groups living in the country.The general lack of deference to people in authority and the general lack of deference to the position in workplaces are examples of equality.Titles,such as“sir”and“madam,”are infrequently used.Managers,directors, presidents and even university professors are often addressed by their first or given names.

However,the result of the pursuit of equality is lack of authority or privilege,and the price for equality of opportunity is competition.Unlike in many other countries,in the U.S. there is low respect for authorities and high disgust for privileges.In the eyes of Americans,any admiration for authorities and privileges is considered as unequal,any monopoly of opportunities as unfair,and any unsymmetrical competition(e.g.in information,strength,etc.)as lousy.In other words,anyone who favors equal opportunity should favor fair competition.In essence,a fair play is a fair competition and its rules.On one hand,it will be fulfilled only when opportunities are equal to everyone;on the other hand,it guarantees the attainment of equal opportunities.As early as 1860s,President Lincoln voiced such a belief:

We wish to allow the humblest man an equal chance to get rich with everybody else.When one starts poor,as most do in the race of life,free society is such that he knows he can better his condition;he knows that there is no fixed condition of labor for his whole life.
(25)



Americans believe that competition starts from childhood and lasts till retirement.It is an eternal law of nature as well as a part of life.It is also a means by which one can prove his/ her social status or identity.Cooperation in competition is one of the traits of the American culture.Americans are aware that collaboration is necessary for a great cause and that it simply functions as a way to ensure the convenience of actions. Cooperation does not mean that Americans will forsake their principles.But,to their understanding,winning in competition only means“being understood”or“being recognized”rather than“The winner takes it all”or“exclusiveness.”Conversely,losing in competition does not mean“The loser fails it all”or“falling into disgrace.”Take the surrender of the Confederate troops and the general election of the United States for example.In the former case, General Ulysses S.Grant(1822-1885),the Union commander,accepted the request by General Robert Edward Lee(1807-1870),the Confederate commander,for giving him and his Confederate soldiers a decent treatment at the ceremony of surrender.In an untraditional gesture and as a sign of Grant’s respect and anticipation of peacefully folding the Confederacy back into the Union,Lee and his generals were permitted to keep their sabers and horses and no gallows and captive-parade through the streets were applied to the Confederate soldiers.As General Lee finished signing the surrender documents and was about to leave,all the Union soldiers on the scene took off their caps to pay sincere tribute to the general,and then followed the cheers from the Confederate soldiers.Lee was seen as a general who respected life by beating swords into plowshares,not as a loser or a failure.
(26)

 This is the decency of a loser in the American culture.In the latter case,John Sidney McCain III(1936- ) also showed a sort of decency after losing the 2008 Election.In his speech,he said:

My friends,we have—we have come to the end of a long journey. The American people have spoken,and they have spoken clearly.

A little while ago,I had the honor of calling Sen.Barack Obama to congratulate him.

To congratulate him on being elected the next president of the country that we both love.

In a contest as long and difficult as this campaign has been,his success alone commands my respect for his ability and perseverance.But that he managed to do so by inspiring the hopes of so many millions of Americans who had once wrongly believed that they had little at stake or little influence in the election of an American president is something I deeply admire and commend him for achieving.

This is an historic election,and I recognize the special significance it has for African-Americans and for the special pride that must be theirs tonight.

I’ve always believed that America offers opportunities to all who have the industry and will to seize it.Sen.Obama believes that,too.…

America today is a world away from the cruel and frightful bigotry of that time.There is no better evidence of this than the election of an African-American to the presidency of the United States.…

Senator Obama has achieved a great thing for himself and for his country.I applaud him for it,and offer him my sincere sympathy that his beloved grandmother did not live to see this day.Though our faith assures us she is at rest in the presence of her creator and so very proud of the good man she helped raise.…

Senator Obama and I have had and argued our differences,and he has prevailed.No doubt many of those differences remain.

These are difficult times for our country.And I pledge to him tonight to do all in my power to help him lead us through the many challenges we face.

I urge all Americans who supported me to join me in not just congratulating him,but offering our next president our good will and earnest effort to find ways to come together to find the necessary compromises to bridge our differences and help restore our prosperity,defend our security in a dangerous world,and leave our children and grandchildren a stronger,better country than we inherited.…

It is natural.It’s natural,tonight,to feel some disappointment.But tomorrow,we must move beyond it and work together to get our country moving again.

We fought—we fought as hard as we could.And though we fell short,the failure is mine,not yours.…

This campaign was and will remain the great honor of my life,and my heart is filled with nothing but gratitude for the experience and to the American people for giving me a fair hearing before deciding that Sen. Obama and my old friend Sen.Joe Biden should have the honor of leading us for the next four years.…

Tonight—tonight,more than any night,I hold in my heart nothing but love for this country and for all its citizens,whether they supported me or Sen.Obama.

I wish Godspeed to the man who was my former opponent and will be my president.And I call on all Americans,as I have often in this campaign, to not despair of our present difficulties,but to believe,always,in the promise and greatness of America,because nothing is inevitable here.

Americans never quit.We never surrender.

We never hide from history.We make history.

Thank you,and God bless you,and God bless America.Thank you all very much.

The two examples above mirror not merely the manners of American gentlemen but also the American ideas of competition,cooperation,fairness and equality.Americans know that winning or losing in competition is no less than an impostor.So,a person should become a glorious winner or a decent loser,as opportunities take turns.In the words of Tennessee Williams(1911-1983,American playwright), people are just“winners and losers in rotation,”and in the words of Chinese,“Victory and failure are frequent things in battles.”Today’s victory only means the temporary achievement of the moment,and tomorrow there’ll be new challenges ahead.A person with the idea of equality fears no competition.To put it another way,a person who can face and take challenges optimistically is more likely to win in life.


3.1.3　Material Wealth,Hard Work and Play

As mentioned earlier,the majority of the forefathers of Americans lived in poverty in the Old World,because they came from the lower classes.They were deprived of the chance to enjoy material wealth by the aristocracy.However, North America offered opulent natural resources and equal opportunities to them,so to realize the dream of getting rich in order to improve their lives became their third aim in the New World.“Starting from scratch”and“going from rags to riches”became the two slogans of the great American dream.
(27)

 In spite of the fact that most of the immigrants never got rich overnight in the new country and that they too experienced many hardships of life there,it was the dream or the belief of getting rich in America that made them eventually succeed in improving their living standards through their honest labor and hard work,or at least it made their children succeed materially or/and academically.
(28)

 Even today,when many Americans have gone far beyond their forefathers in understanding wealth,“material success”is still the most important indicator in American society to measure the success of a person’s life.This is why Yankees are often flouted by Europeans,who see the former as a people without a good taste for life,snobs with the mere pursuit of money and pleasure or simply superficial materialists.

Yet,Americans may not agree with Europeans nor like to be defined that way,though many of them are profiteers or“economic animals.”Because the earlier immigrants flatly rejected the European system of noble titles and hereditary aristocracy,they had to set up another criterion by which to determine their social status or identity.On one hand, Americans interpret material wealth this way:material wealth that the majority of people enjoy is the prerequisite of a free society,and political freedom as well as individual freedom must be based on economic independence.Anyone that depends on others will inevitably lack the awareness of selfreliance and thus lack the capability of participating in public affairs,which will in turn result in the impossibility of civil politics.
(29)

 On the other hand,Americans tend to view the ultimate goal of a better life as a personal choice or personal right,and to achieve the goal depends on economic progress.
(30)

 Therefore,they are prone to differentiate the social status based on income:the high-income class,the higher-middleincome class,the middle-income class,the lower-middleincome class,the low-income class and the poverty line class.

Concerning Americans’attitude towards material wealth, Charles Alexis de Tocqueville gave his report below after his visit to the United States:

In America the passion for physical well-being is not always exclusive, but it is general;and if all do not feel it in the same manner,yet it is felt by all.The effort to satisfy even the least wants of the body and to provide the little conveniences of life is uppermost in every mind.…

In democratic times enjoyments are more intense than in the ages of aristocracy,and the number of those who partake in them is vastly larger: but,on the other hand,it must be admitted that man’s hopes and desires are oftener blasted,the soul is more stricken and perturbed,and care itself more keen.
(31)



It has been a strong belief of Americans that sufficient material wealth guarantees a good and happy life;however,to achieve material wealth poses a great challenge to new immigrants.While the United States in the early years of its independence enjoyed much more affluent natural resources than West Europe,those resources were mostly untapped. Thus,it required the sweat labor of immigrants to turn those resources into material wealth,which then could assure them of a good and happy life.

Simply put,the price for material wealth or success is hard work.Quintus Horatius Flaccus(65-8 B.C.),a poet of Ancient Rome,pointed out:“Life grants nothing to us mortals without hard work.”
(32)

 President Lincoln,in his letter to the teacher of his son,also mentioned the value like this:“Teach him,if you can,that a dollar earned is of more value than five of found.”
(33)

 That is the reason why most Americans choose to take“diligence,dedication,and go-getting”as the effective means by which to acquire and maintain their material wealth.This kind of value or belief not only agreed with the ethics of Puritanism but also met the requirements of the capitalist market economy.
(34)



The foreign visitor is often impressed at how achievement-oriented Americans are and how hard they work and play.“Work hard and play hard”has become Americans’code of actions as well as their value.They rarely mix the two.Work is part of life,so is play.In a sense,play is a more essential part of life.They regard work not only as the basis of material life but also as the basis of personal dignity and entertainment.Play is the relaxation from work,whereas work is the guarantee of achievement,which in turn ensures a happy life.In other words,without hard work,how could a person obtain his/her achievements?Without achievements, how could a person find his/her individual freedom,selfreliance,privacy and equality?

A competitive spirit is often the motivating factor of working hard.Americans often compete with themselves as well as others.They feel good when they“beat their own records”in athletic events or other types of competition.They seem to always be“on the go,”because keeping idle seems like a waste of time,and a waste of time is a waste of life. Therefore,they often comfort their moody friends by saying:“Hey,cheer up!Keep busy and you’ll find a meaning in life.”

In reality,many Americans know that only a person works hard and keeps self-improvement can he/she maintain his/her competitive edge in life.They also know that in addition to tangible material wealth like money,house and car there are more valuable things such as life,time,health, happiness,affection,love,friendship,talent and information. Seen from the other side,material wealth reflects the owner’s wisdom,diligence and courage.To respect the owner is to respect his/her talent and effort.That is the reason why American kids are often taught by their parents how to respect other people and their properties.

To sum up,the American idea is that a person must hold an expectation and that this expectation is the motivation of his/her progress.To Allan K.Chalmers(1759-1834, Scottish writer),the grand essentials of happiness are:(1) something to do;(2)something to love;and(3)something to hope for.
(35)

 He put“something to do”in the first place.The American historian Theodore H.White meant similarly in other words:

If you make a living,if you earn your own money,you’re free—however free one can be on this planet.
(36)




3.2　Foundations of the Values

The founders of America were lovers of God and liberty.The influence of religious faith,particularly Christian faith,cannot be too overstated as it pertains to our founding fathers and the system of government they set in motion.Some historical revisionists would have us believe that the majority of the founders were,at most,deists.Yet this view is not borne out in their speeches and writings,both public and private.A unique piety characterizes our founding fathers.I say“unique” because their faith was so much a part of who they were.It affected their worldview.

Ben Rast(Contemporary American Minister)

For millions of people throughout this world,during the past three centuries,America has symbolized plenty,wealth and abundance of goods.

David Porter(1849- ,American historian)

According to Charles Alexis de Tocqueville,in no other nation than in the United States Christianity could exert such a tremendous impact upon human mind and also no other nation than the United States could prove the effect and humanity of Christianity.And it was the humanly Christianity that made the country the most enlightened and free.Some contemporary scholars of the United States like Edward N. Kearny,Mary Ann Kearny and Joann Crandall believe that traditional American values and beliefs have three major heritages or foundations:(1)the heritage of Protestantism, especially Puritanism,(2)the Frontier heritage,(3)the heritage of abundance.
(37)

 The analysis is basically correct. Nevertheless,it overlooks another foundation:the heritage of European cultures,which should be also important.As mentioned earlier,the United States,as a nation of immigrants,has been influenced by the European traditions most,especially in its early years.In 1776,even though the United States of America won independence and freedom from Britain as well as the old system of Europe,yet its civilization was the direct result of the transplant of European civilization into North America,where the European-dominated national character coupled with European values and beliefs as the mainstream traditions were integrated into the new environment and thus were formed the unique national character,values and beliefs of Americans.
(38)




3.2.1　Heritages from Europe

In the words of Edward C.Steward,many traces of European cultures can be found in the American culture.For example,the architecture of American colonies(prior to the Independence War)made much use of the European styles, known as the“colonial style”hence,such as the British-style architecture in New England and French-style architecture in New Orleans.After its independence,the United States made an attempt to get rid of the“colonial style.”It started to adopt the style of Greek and Roman classical architectures so as to manifest its independence and freedom,democracy and glory, and thus the revival of the classical architectures flourished across the country for a period of time.Among the examples were the Capitol built in 1793-1863 and the Lincoln Memorial Hall built in 1914-1922.Only in the latter half of the 20th
 century did the United States begin to have an architectural breakthrough,represented by the post-modernist style.

Culture can also be studied from the angle of the language,for the latter is an important carrier of the former. A cultural phenomenon should not be ignored that a nation that adopts a certain language is bound to be affected by the language and the cultural logic behind it.English is the official language of the United States,and in the early years it was only the language of the English nation.Later on,with the British expansion and colonization overseas,the language began to spread to Asia,Africa,Australia and the Americas. Thus,Americans were much influenced by the English culture,and the influence has lasted till today.From a philosophical,political and legal standpoint,Americans have carried forward the traditions of Europe,including the civil politics of Ancient Greece,the republicanism and law concepts of Ancient Rome,humanism of the Renaissance,rationalism of the Enlightenment movement,the practice of the 17th
 century Reformation in Europe,the British philosopher John Locke’s theory of the people’s sovereign right and the separation of powers,the British economist Adam Smith’s theory of economic liberalism,the British naturalist Charles Robert Darwin’s(1809-1882)theory of evolution,the French jurist Charles Montesquieu’s(Charles de Secondat,Baron de Montesquieu,1688-1755)theory of power division,the French thinker Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s(1712-1778)theory of the social contract,just to list a few.

Obviously,the European traditions exercised great influences on Americans.For instance,Anglo-French liberalism did influence the American Founding Fathers such as George Washington,John Adams,Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin.Political liberalism and economic liberalism used to be influential movements in Europe and later in North America.But,it was in Britain that these movements emerged for the first time.Ethnologically,the majority of American whites are the descendants of white Europeans, particularly of the white Anglo-Saxons,so they are naturally influenced by the Anglo-Saxon customs.

As to the European heritages,one thing must be emphasized:Puritanism.Puritanism made a great effect on Britain and North America as well.In other words, Puritanism,as one of the 16th
 -17th
 century conservative Protestant denominations,originated from England.It called for the transformation of the Church of England and the simplification of religious rites,denounced the tyranny of kings and bishops and advocated a frugal and pure living.To escape the persecution in their home country,British Puritans moved to North America,where they felt free to practice Puritanism.Therefore,whenever people mention the Puritans,they generally mean the American Puritans.

Puritanism of the United States is not only a religious denomination,but also an attitude,an orientation and a value. Puritans advocate a quiet,simple,diligent,honest and faithful life as well as equality before God.They believe that everyone is a priest and has the call and that each individual can directly communicate with God.This denomination played an essential role in founding the British colonies in North America.For instance,the 102 English Puritans in exile in the Netherlands took the ship Mayflower with their families to Massachusetts in order to escape from the religious persecution by the English government.Reputed as Pilgrim Fathers,they made TheMayflower Compact on board,which laid the foundation for the self-governing states in New England as well as the subsequent Declaration of Independence.Historically,they belonged to the first batch of immigrants from Britain to the New World and became the ancestors of the majority of the American people for the subsequent 150 years.In 1641,with the help of American Indians,the first batch of Puritans reaped a bumper harvest. The latter were so happy with the harvest as to hold a grand celebration—thanking God for the giving,which is the origin of Thanksgiving Day in North America.It can be said that the teachings of the said denomination were the original ideas of the American Founding Fathers as well as the driving forces behind the 1776 American War of Independence.Take Benjamin Franklin as an example.The Puritan culture deeply influenced this Founding Father,who in turn gave a farreaching impact upon the 18th
 -century U.S.politics, economy,ideology,culture and religion.From 1630 to 1640, Puritans who fled overseas from Britain totaled about 6 million,most of whom established colonies in the desolate New England.By the time the War of Independence broke out in 1775-1776,at least 75% of the 2.6 million inhabitants in the 13 colonies came from the Puritan families.
(39)



Religion is an important source of social and cultural values.Such values and beliefs as individual freedom and selfreliance,equality of opportunity and fair competition,material wealth and hard work and the mission outlook that Americans advocate originated from the secular culture,on the one hand, and from Puritanism on the other,of Europe.In a word,the WASP values and beliefs germinated in the Old World and grew in the New World.After a long-term evolution,they have finally become the mainstream of contemporary American culture.
(40)




3.2.2　Individual Freedom,Self-Improvement and“Vocation”from Protestantism

A few years ago,a Chinese researcher of American studies pen-named“Yu Ge”categorically pointed out:

美国人所热衷推行和维护的自由、人权、民主的价值观和制度,看起来是世俗的价值观和社会制度,但实际上起源于基督新教的价值观和宗教改革,体现着基督新教的信念。这些价值观与新教教义一起,构成了延续200年的美国式价值观及社会体系,构成了美国的国家和社会的本质。
(41)



Here,Yu Ge’s opinion tallies with what Max Weber(1864-1920,famous German political economist and sociologist)emphasized in his Die protestantische Ethik und der Geist des Kapitalismus(The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism).From Weber’s point of view, Protestant ideas did contribute to the formation of the living way of the bourgeoisie and the Protestant ethic did promote the development of capitalism.Similarly,Yu Ge argued that the Protestant ethic laid a moral and ethical foundation for the American society and that the political and social values and beliefs of today’s U.S.originated in Protestantism.
(42)



The Protestant ethic and ideas,when carried to North America,loomed larger,above all in Puritanism there,the influence of which went far beyond its religious dimension. There were two interesting phenomena:(1)People of other religious sects in the U.S.usually harbored no hatred for Puritanism;(2)secular people could find no reason to reject it.To the minds of the vast majority of American people, whether religious or not,diligence,self-discipline,selfimprovement,individual freedom,material wealth, humanitarianism and volunteerism are good values as well as the elements of the American Dream.

Both Catholicism and Protestantism maintain the belief of man’s original sins,but they differ greatly in the way how humans should redeem their sins.The Catholic Church insists that it should represent God’s will and in doing so play the role of Him.And priests,as the agents of the Church,live in this secular and evil world in the name of God.Without the aid of priests,people are unable to receive God’s forgiveness as well as the religious comfort and ultimate salvation.But Protestants are against this belief and practice,thinking that a person,as an individual,is able to achieve redemption by contacting God directly.Therefore,he/she enjoys the freedom to believe and the right to choose the way to believe.The Protestant convictions such as“Justification by Grace through Faith,”“the Idea of Calling”and“a City upon a Hill”have deeply affected Puritanism in North America,while the core convictions of Puritanism,having dispelled to a large extent the bondage of the tradition of the mainstream church on the mind and deed of people,quickened the process of social secularization,promoted individual emancipation and played an important role in helping to establish modern ideas about labor,occupation and wealth and to sketch the goal for the nation to pursue in future with religious ideals.Laying the foundation of the WASP cultural values,Puritanism molded the national character of today’s America,and the national character is expressed in American-style individualism with the following characteristics:to emphasize self,individuality, personal rights and freedom,to respect another’s privacy,to advocate self-made success(especially in material wealth),to encourage explorations and innovations,to contemn authority,to value equality,diversity,tolerance and so on.
(43)

 In accordance with the doctrine of Protestantism,believers of God must make unremitting efforts for their selfimprovement,or else they will obtain the perpetual punishment by God for their sins.

Along with the progress of the American history,the religious connotation of individual freedom and selfimprovement has gone beyond the realm of pure religious belief and thus acquired a variety of secular versions,which have become an important part of the American culture of today.Benjamin Franklin was a typical example to demonstrate individual freedom and self-improvement of the early-period Americans.Though not an authentic Puritan,he was much influenced by the Puritan culture.
(44)

 Much owing to the said culture,he became a successful writer,politician, diplomat,educator,inventor, scientist,philosopher,civic leader,national hero,printer and self-taught scholar,and thus became one of the most prominent figures in the American history.He tried many kinds of work and in all these areas made brilliant achievements.He summed up his life experience and the Puritan ethic in his book Poor Richard’s Almanac.In this popular book Benjamin tells about the true meaning of wealth and wisdom through a fictitious Richard Sanders or Poor Richard.Either from his brain or from other brains are the proverbs,maxims,and mottos in this book,many of which had factually long been popular in the Puritan society.From some of Poor Richard’s proverbs, maxims and mottos listed below,we can easily figure out the traditional values of the early Americans:
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Fig.13　Poor Richard’s Almanac

(1)Time is money.

(2)Early to bed,early to rise makes a man healthy,wealthy and wise.

(3)God helps those who help themselves.

(4)Diligence is the Mother of Good-Luck.

(5)There are no gains without pains.

(6)All things are easy to Industry;all things difficult to Sloth.

(7)At the working man’s house,hunger looks in but dares not enter.

(8)Industry pays debts while despair increases them.

(9)Laziness travels so slowly,that Poverty soon overtakes him.

(10)Plough deep while sluggards sleep and you shall have corn to sell and to keep.

(11)One today is worth two tomorrows.

(12)Trouble springs from idleness and grievous toil from needless ease.

(13)A penny saved,a penny earned.

(14)Don’t let other people run your life.

(15)He who travels alone travels fastest.

(16)He that lives upon hope will die fasting.
(45)



To pursue individual freedom,one must learn how to get self-improvement and self-help.Browse through big or small bookstores in the U.S.and you’ll easily see this American belief in self-improvement and self-help.There can be found a variety of books and booklets on self-improvement and selfhelp.The topics of the books and booklets vary from how to deal with a job interview to how to evade taxes reasonably, from how to better writing skills to how to improve culinary skills,from how to make a psychological readjustment to how to obtain self-entertainment,from how to improve interpersonal relationships to how to achieve personal successes.For instance,Dell Carnegie(1888-1955),an American writer and lecturer and the developer of famous courses in self-improvement,salesmanship,corporate training,public speaking and interpersonal skills,published a numerous books like How to Win Friends and Influence People,How to Stop Worrying and Start Living,The Quick and Easy Way to Effective Speaking,The Leader in You, How to Develop Self-Confidence and Influence People by Public Speaking,Pathways to Success—In Your Personal and Private Lives.His books were so popular that they immediately swept the world and were translated into a dozen languages.Another example is Napoleon Hill(1883-1970), an American author,who also published quite a few books on self-improvement and self-help.Hill’s works such as The Magic Ladder to Success,Thinkand Grow Rich,How toSell Your Way through Life,Success through a Positive Mental Attitude and You Can Work Your Own Miracles particularly examined the power of personal beliefs,and the role they play in personal success.He even surpassed Dell Carnegie in the studies of interpersonal skills,philosophies of creativity and achievement.His philosophy and enthusiasm inspired millions of people,thus known as the“millionaire’s creator.”The third example is Dr.Brinkman(Rick Brinkman),best known for his“Conscious Communication”expertise conveyed to millions of people in the business and the business community via keynotes and trainings,radio,television,print interviews, and numerous award-winning books,videos and audio programs.Since 1980,Rick has been touring nationally and internationally,sharing his human behavior insights and practical communication strategies in his trademark entertaining and educational style.Last but not the least, American Psychologist Les Parrott’s Relationships,American expert on training and communication consulting Casey Hawley’s Job-Winning Answers to the Hardest Interview Questions and others’books on self-improvement and self-help have been inspiring ordinary American people in such areas as school studies,work,daily life and even love affairs.
(46)



The reason why this kind of books can flood the market is that one important idea of the Protestant faith in the American culture—“God helps those who help themselves”—has taken root in the American mind.And,this idea has helped many Americans actualize themselves.However,Americans, especially Americans of today,often overplay“selfimprovement”and“self-help”in their constant pursuits of continuous innovation and continuous improvement and in their extreme independence as well,which in turn make themselves feel tired,lonely and helpless.People may say that the modern“disease”of the American is the tragicomedy of the American“hero.”Yet,they have to admit that only the United States is able to have produced such a politician, industrialist,scientist,philosopher and writer as Benjamin Franklin,such famous writers as Ernest Hemingway(l899-1961)and Jack London(also known as John Griffith London, 1876-1916),such pop singers and cultural icons as“Elvis”(Elvis Aaron Presley,1935-1977),Karen Carpenter(1950-1983)and Michael Jackson and many other“supermen”or“geniuses.”As regards the sudden death of the superstar Michael Jackson,President Barack Obama expressed his condolences,commenting:“Jackson will go down in history as one of our greatest entertainers.You know,I think his brilliance as a performer also was paired with a tragic and in many ways sad personal life.”
(47)

 This is the perfect portrayal of the tragicomedy of the American“hero,”and also the strong verification of the line from a poem by China’s Song poet Su Dongpo(1037-1101)“I feel the chill in my heart.”

In general,religions tend to view material wealth as“evil.”Early Christianity regarded the pursuit of money as a“crime.”However,from the 16th
 century on,with the rise of Protestantism,the concept of material wealth was much changed.Such European Protestant leaders as Martin Luther(1483-1546,German theologian,advocate of the European Reformation and founder of Lutheranism)and John Calvin(1509-1564,French theologian,advocate of the European Reformation and founder of Calvinism)pointed out:wealth was used to glorify God and serve man,and therefore it was the obligation of believers to build wealth or achieve material success.After the European Reformation,a new Protestant concept of wealth was established and the thought of“vocation”developed.In his book Die protestantische Ethik und der Geist des Kapitalismus,Max Weber compares occupations of Protestants with those of Catholics and finds that business leaders,capitalists,skilled workers and many other well-trained employees are mostly Protestants while Catholics are usually lovers of humanities,like literature and art,with lower income and weaker desire for money.He attributes the primitive accumulation of capitalism much to the Protestant ethic.
(48)



In the concept of wealth and the“vocation”thought,the American Protestant leaders went even further than their European peers.The former equated the access to material wealth through honest labor with the identity of the elect of God.So,no one should evade work or occupations in this secular world,which were arranged by God.Only by accumulating material wealth could followers of Lord prove their devotion to Him and then obtain the salvation by Him. Bishop William Lawrence Adrian(1850-1941),an American Protestant leader,claimed in 1900:

Godliness is in league with riches.…Material prosperity is helping to make the national character sweeter,more joyous,more unselfish,more Christlike.
(49)



In the 1920s,Russell Conwell(1843-1925),an American Protestant minister,gave a speech about the duty to get rich, entitled“Acres of Diamonds”more than six thousand times. In it,he said:

I say that you ought to get rich…it is your Christian and godly duty to do so.
(50)



From the early Colonial Times until today,self-made material success has always been the most widely accepted form of self-improvement in the United States as well as the apex of the pyramidal American Dream.Americans have never sidestepped materials and money.From this,we can see the American idea that spiritual matters and material possessions can complement each other and that the spiritual pursuit may run parallel with the material pursuit.

Values of honesty,dedication,thrift,punctuality,selfreliance,hard work and good reputation appear to be so spiritual,but they are much related to material success,which can be reconfirmed by Benjamin Franklin’s personal experience and Poor Richard’s Almanac.In other words,all Benjamin’s moral attitudes were painted with utilitarianism or American pragmatism.In the eyes of Puritanism-affected Americans like Benjamin,personal success is first and foremost material success,or else,it would become an empty talk.Benjamin once warned people:“Time is money;credit is money.”It means that the importance of punctuality and credibility lies in their close linkage with money.It is also true of honesty, dedication,thrift,self-reliance and hard work.

Nevertheless,material wealth should come from honest and sweat labor,and therefore it is not the wealth dropping down from heaven,nor the ill-gotten wealth.That’s the reason why self-made success has been much respected in the United States.George Marsden(1939- ),a contemporary American historian,once wrote:

美国的文明很大程度是由一系列新教价值观组成的,孩子自幼就被教义规定要按规则做游戏,每个人都知道十诫、劳动的价值及德有所报。
(51)



Also,it must be pointed out that Puritans have made a new interpretation of work,utility of material wealth and selfdiscipline(or self-restraint).To them,all people—regardless of businessmen,farmers,workers or soldiers—are engaged in God’s work or serving God.In the words of Puritans,“Work is prayer,”“Work is God’s Mask”and“A human profession is God’s vocation.”Besides hard work and material success,self- discipline is crucial because it is endowed by God as a divine trait.Here,the Puritan self-discipline is referred to as the willingness to save up money for further investment and charity rather than squander money for worldly pleasures.Put in another way,Puritanism asks its followers to restrain their own desires and pleasures by saving up their money,and to save up money is to create more wealth,namely,“A penny saved is a penny earned.”It is in this sense that Puritanism has objectively helped promote the capital accumulation and the rapid development of market economy and create a very favorable cultural environment in the United States.On the other hand,Puritanism has subjectively contributed to the rise of American-type humanitarianism and volunteerism.

According to Edward N.Kearny,Mary Ann Kearny and Joann Crandall,the Protestant idea of self-improvement includes more than achieving material gain through hard work and self-discipline.It includes the idea of improving oneself by helping others.Individuals,in other words,make themselves into better persons by contributing some of their time or money to charitable,educational,or religious causes that are designed to help others.The philosophy is sometimes called“humanitarianism”or“volunteerism.”
(52)
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Fig.14　Volunteers are fitting new windows at The Sumac Centre in Nottingham, UK.

Humanitarianism or volunteerism,as an ethic of active compassion and an altruistic activity,became expressed in philanthropy and social welfare.This idea,originating in stoic natural law,became,in its Christian and secular manifestations,an important influence in the European thought.When transplanted in North America,it bore rich fruits.Such entrepreneurs and philanthropists as Andrew Carnegie(1835-1919),John D.Rockfeller(1839-1937),Bill Gates and Warren E.Buffett gave a large sum from their private fortune and some of their private time to help support schools and universities,public libraries,medicare and other public causes.So did statesmen like Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson and Jimmy Carter(1924- ).As non-rich commoners have little money to donate,they offer volunteer work without being motivated by financial or material gain in order to improve the quality of human life.Many volunteers are specifically trained in the areas they work in,such as medicine,education,or emergency rescue.Others volunteer on an as-needed basis,such as in response to a natural disaster like the earthquake or the flood.Merle Curti,a contemporary American historian and Pulitzer Prize winner,comments on American volunteerism by saying that it has helped shape the national character of the country.

The universality of humanitarianism is exemplified in one of the first statements of the ethic,the New Testament parable of the Good Samaritan.Humanism was advanced during the Renaissance.The Enlightenment advanced the idea that humanity could be improved by the reform of laws and the change in the social structure.This idea of reform combined with the humanitarian ethic of active compassion to inspire the social action of the humanitarian movement. Professor G.M.Trevelyan(1876-1962),a British historian, once explained in his Social History of England the humanitarian movement as a product of the influence of rationalism upon Puritanism.The principle of European individualism upon which the humanitarian movement was based was that every human being was of equal moral significance and it was the disregard of that moral significance that constituted the abuses against which the movement was directed.

The abovementioned cultural and educational strand can not be understood as a mere part of humanitarianism,but rather,both humanitarianism and humanism share a common view regarding the importance of“Man.”


3.2.3　Rugged Individualism,Equality and Effort-Optimism from the Frontier Heritage

The term“the Old West”or“the Wild West”is generally applied to anywhere west of the Mississippi River in earlier periods before the 18th
 century and the push beyond the A ppalachian Mountains after the 18th
 century,and westward from the frontier strip toward the latter part of the 19th
 century.It can also be replaced by another term“the frontier.”Although it is more than a century since the Wild West was“conquered”and developed by American pioneers, many people of today are still fascinated by the frontier because it has been particularly important in shaping American values.
(53)

 In fact,the values like rugged individualism,selfreliance,hard work,equal opportunity and so on are closely associated with the frontier heritage of America.In a seminal paper delivered in 1893 to the American Historical Association,“The Significance of the Frontier in American History”,Jackson Turner(1861-1932,American historian) argued that the U.S.found its identity as it pushed away from the Eastern seaboard and crossed a series of frontier“fall lines”:the Allegheny Mountains,the Mississippi,the Missouri,the plains,the Rocky Mountains and California.

Edward N.Kearny,Mary Ann Kearny and Joann Crandall held the view that if the people living on the frontier were free of many of society’s rules they were also denied many of society’s comforts and conveniences and thus they had to learn how to rely on themselves.
(54)

 As the Old West was full of threats from the hostile environment as well as Indians’raids and had few legal laws and few established social and political institutions to confine the individual there,pioneers or frontiersmen had no reason to retreat when challenged or even threatened.They had to face up to the music,which became a new code of behavior there and also a mark of the classic American hero or“American Macho”with“rugged individualism”—the hero who was made physically tough and rugged and capable of using weapons by the tough conditions of frontier life.And this self-reliant frontiersman has been idealized and dramatized by American literature and entertainment,such as novels,movies and television programs.The idealized and dramatized frontiersman should be the man who always stands alone and has no strong ties or obligations to women and children though kind and polite to them.
(55)

 Central to the myth and the reality of the West is the American cowboy.In historical facts,many of the cowboys were veterans of the Civil War,particularly from the Confederacy,who returned to ruined home towns and found no future,so they went west looking for opportunities.Some were Blacks,Hispanics,Native Indians,and even Britons. Their real life was a hard one and revolved around two annual roundups,spring and fall,the subsequent drives to market, and the time off in the cattle towns spending their hard-earned money on food,clothing,gambling,and prostitution.During winter,many cowboys hired themselves out to ranches near the cattle towns,where they repaired and maintained equipment and buildings.
(56)

 Usually,their work days often lasted fourteen hours,with just six hours of sleep.It was grueling,dusty,monotonous and boring work.Besides,they had to bear unbearable loneliness.As the open-range ranching and the long drives gave way to fenced ranches in the 1880s, the glory days of the cowboy came to an end,and the myths about the“free living”cowboy began to emerge.
(57)

 Once again, the life of the American cowboy has been romanticized by American literature and entertainment.

The blue jeans and the cowboy hat used to be the commonplace and also the distinct clothing of the cowboy, with the former being originally made by the German-Jewish immigrant Levi Strauss(1829-1902)for miners in 1850,but now they are among the most enduring and popular fashions worldwide today as well as the cultural icons of the United States.It was the cowboy hat,however,that came to symbolize the American West.The modern rodeo or“Frontier Day”show is the only American sport to evolve from an industry.Rodeos combine the traditional skills of the range cowboy-calf and steer roping,steer wrestling,team roping, bronco riding,and horsemanship with the showmanship of bull riding and barrel racing.
(58)



Lord Bryce(1838-1922,British historian and politician), a famous English observer of American life,believed that inventive skills of American pioneers enabled them to succeed at tasks beyond the abilities of most ordinary men and women in other countries.
(59)

 That is to say,the need for self-reliance on the frontier encouraged a spirit of inventiveness,a Can-Do spirit and a sense of optimism;otherwise,pioneers could not have survived there.Once they arrived in the Wild West,they encountered many challenges and difficult obstacles.To face up to the music or to escape it,this was a question.But,the proverb“God helps those who help themselves”always rang in their ears.The strong character or personality of American pioneers didn’t hesitate to meet challenges and overcome difficulties.They were willing to experience,experiment, invent and solve problems by themselves.To Americans, nothing is impossible.This Can-Do spirit or effort-optimism has traditionally endowed them with such a trait as optimism about themselves and their country.In the 1830s,Tocqueville said that no other country in the world“more confidently seized the future”than the United States.
(60)



Compared with the more-settled eastern regions of the United States,the western frontier more encouraged people to treat each other as social equals and discouraged people to pay attention to a person’s family background,for in the Wild West there were few established hierarchical institutions, systems and orders.In the words of Edward N.Kearny, Mary Ann Kearny and Joann Crandall,the frontier was a pure expression of the ideal of equality of opportunity.If Americans experienced disappointment or failure in politics, business,or even in love,they moved west to make a new beginning.
(61)

 Here,it is necessary to repeat what is written in Section 2.2,Chapter 2 of this book:“In America,people care little about where heroes come from or about who has got rich first.In the country,people remain unboastful about their previous merits,and the younger generation feels no need to brag the merits of old generations.‘Self-made”is the pet phrase of many,many Americans.”In brief,Americans are fond of pioneering and innovating,starting from scratch, relying upon themselves,competing and cooperating with others.


3.2.4　Diligence,Competition and Material Wealth from Abundant Resources and Commercialization

It is universally acknowledged that spiritual pursuits of human beings must be based upon the material civilization. Daily necessities are not sufficient,although indispensable to the survival of humans.Without surplus,people would have no leisure time,and without leisure time,they could not concentrate their efforts on spiritual pursuits,such as creative and innovative activities in literature,art and academics. Aware of this,Americans openly admit the importance of material success or the positive role of money.One of their pet phrases is“Money talks”;they understand that money is a necessary approach to the freedom of their actions as well as the improvement of their living standard.But to the outsiders,they appear too materialistic and the U.S.seems to be a“throw-away”country.

First and foremost,the United States is a vast land with abundant resources and a relatively sparse population.It has fertile fields,plentiful rain,opulent flora and fauna,rich minerals and water resources,etc.,just as an American historian David Porter(1849- )once proudly pointed out:

For millions of people throughout this world,during the past three centuries,America has symbolized plenty,wealth and abundance of goods.
(62)



To be certain,North America with its abundant resources and the idea of equality of opportunity has created a lot more opportunities to immigrants than the latter’s motherlands—those aristocratic European nations,for wealth and social positions in Europe were permanently determined at birth and thus the majority could see no hope to get rich.

However,opportunities don’t mean wealth will come to people automatically.So,the second point comes that immigrants to America must work hard to turn those natural resources into real wealth.To produce wealth and maintain a high standard of living,people must be diligent and efficient. From the late 1860s to the early 1920s,the United States witnessed a rapid growth and an ever-expanding wealth as well as commercialization.During those years,Americans produced more than they consumed.And,since the 1920s, the United States has seen commercialism and consumerism only with the short interruption of the 1929-1933 Great Depression.Along with the radio programs came mass advertising or commercials,more often the“soap opera”in the 1930s.Later,mass advertising appeared on T V.It marked the advent of the age of the consumer and the termination of the producer.

Regarding the American culture,scholars like David Porter believe that the abundant material wealth of the United States has been a major factor in the development of the American character.
(63)

 Then,what kind of institutions and what kind of people can create more wealth than others? President Coolidge(John Calvin Coolidge,Jr.,1872-1933) gave us an answer in the 1920s by stating:

After all,the chief business of the American people is business.They are profoundly concerned with producing,buying,selling,investing and prospering in the world.
(64)



This statement still points to an important truth today:“Money talks.”It is a fact that commercialization or market economy has made people more equal to each other.In American society,business institutions and entrepreneurs enjoy more prestige than any other kind of organization and occupation,because they represent ethics,wisdom,diligence, efficiency and economic power.And economic power is hard power,which is the indispensable foundation of soft power and smart power.In this sense,government officials, professors,scientists,engineers,artists,writers and so on cannot be comparable to successful entrepreneurs like Henry Ford(1863-1947,Founder of the Ford Motor Company and Father of modern assembly lines)and Bill Gates,who are the heroes in the American mind.In the eyes of many Americans, politics is a dirty game,often associated with cheating, bribery,scandal and tricks.Yet,it is the ideas of competition and the traits of industry,wisdom and courage that make an entrepreneur.To Americans,the military battle and the commercial business are the two toughest things to manage in the human world;there are a lot of variables in them beyond human control.To meet the challenge and to win in the competition are among the basic traits of Americans.That is the reason why many,many college students prefer to major in economics and business administration The Entrepreneur’s Credo made by Americans below can help us better understand the idea of self-made success through businesses as well as the American character:
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Fig.15　Like an eagle,I choose to soar to the highest heights for a view unknown by the vast majority of others.

●　Like an eagle,I choose to soar to the highest heights for a view unknown by the vast majority of others.

●　I do not choose to be a common person.

●　It is my right to be uncommon.

●　I seek opportunity,not security.

●　I do not wish to be a kept citizen,humbled and dulled by having the government look after me.

●　I want to take the calculated risk,to dream and to build,to fail or succeed.

●　I refuse to barter incentive for a dole.

●　I prefer the challenges of life to the guaranteed existence,the thrill of fulfillment to the stale calm of Utopia.

●　I will not trade my freedom for beneficence or my dignity for ahandout.

●　I will never cower before any master nor bend to any threat.

●　It is my heritage to stand erect,proud and unafraid,to think and act for myself,enjoy the benefit of my creations and to face the world boldly and say:“This I have created!”
(65)



Most Americans see competition as the major force of progress and prosperity,and they respect competitive business institutions very much.Competition is not only good in itself; it is the means by which other basic American values such as individual freedom,equality of opportunity and hard work are protected.One important aspect of the American Dream is to rise from rags to riches and from modest wealth to a large fortune,and careers in business offer the best opportunity for the ambitious individual to become wealthy.
(66)

 It is the belief of Americans that only a person becomes materially successful can he/she accomplish his/her spiritual pursuits or actualize his/her personal values as a free and independent person and that material success depends on some essential traits like selfreliance,individual freedom,awareness of equality and competition,hard work,honesty,creativity,courage,etc.

Negatively speaking,the highly-developed industry and commercial business of the U.S.have engendered the frenetic consumerism,fetishism and money worship among many Americans.Such American proverbs as“Money talks,B.S. walks,”“Mention hard cash and the world turns soft”and“Riches are the pillar of the world”fully reveal the American idea of material wealth.This is also the reason why Americanism is often disdained for its materialistic orientation.
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Chapter 4　American Perception,Thinking and Verbal and Non-Verbal Behaviors

However,no two people see the external world in exactly the same way.To every separate person a thing is what he thinks it is—in other words,not a thing,but a think.

Penelope Fitzgerald(1916-2000,British writer)

Behavior is the mirror in which everyone shows their image.

Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

(1749-1832,German poet and writer)

The perception,thinking and verbal and non-verbal behaviors of Americans are certainly different from those of other nations,particularly those of Asians.Influenced more by the Anglo-Saxon culture,WASP Americans feel,think and behave more like Western and Northern Europeans.In everyday talks,Americans often use the phrases like“I feel…,”“I figure out…,”“I think…,”“I hear…,”“I guess…,”“I believe…,”“I am sure…,”“I bet…”and“I see.” These phrases reflect the patterns of their perception,thinking way and verbal behavior.

Under the normal circumstances,stimuli or signals of the physical world come into the five sense organs of humans, thus becoming the human“feel.”Broadly speaking,people of this world would share the“feel.”But,usually it is not the case.When“feel”is turned into perception,perception into thinking and thinking into behavior,things will be quite different.People live in different environments,in which they develop different cultures.It is physical environment and culture that make the difference.As we know,the physical world is full of various stimuli,and it is impossible for us human beings to feel them all.Outside stimuli are far beyond our reach.Some are familiar to us;others are not.Even of the same thing people may have a different feel.What factors are the determinants?The answer is“physical environment” and“culture”!Reflected in the Chinese saying“Different places bring up different people,and different people have different tastes,”the Chinese view puts more emphasis on the function of physical environment,whereas Edward T.Hall, an American anthropologist,attaches more importance to the role of culture by stating that“Culture hides much more than it reveals,and strangely enough what it hides,it hides most effectively from its own participants.”
(1)

 Anyway,culture can be sort of environment.No matter which goes first:physical environment or cultural environment,either of them greatly affects human beings and their societies.


4.1　American Perception

You do not have to see alike,feel alike or even think alike in order spiritually to be alike.

TheUrantia Book—a spiritual and

philosophical book

Few are those who see with their own eyes and feel with their own hearts.

Albert Einstein(1879-1955,German-American

scientist and the 1921 Nobel Physics Prize winner)

In different cultures there exist different systems of classifying,screening,processing,storing and interpreting outside stimuli.Language users sort out and distinguish their experiences differently according to the categories provided by their languages.One culture could consider a tree an inanimate object;another culture may consider it to be a living thing,just like an animal or a human.Take color for example.When asked to describe the color of fresh grass or that of the ocean,Americans and Asians would use the same word,i.e.green or blue.The basic words like green and blue produce the similar images in the human mind,whether it be the American mind or the Chinese mind.But,when the American use sapphire to depict the“sky”or use chrysanthemum to symbolize“beauty,”people from East Asia would have a different feel.It is also true of Americans when East Asians use red and yellow to represent“joy,”“luck,”“happiness”and“sacredness,”“nobility,”“vulgarity” respectively.

In English,color words such as green and blue can also be used as absolute adjectives,like in the phrases“blue mood” and“green with envy.”Chinese seldom use green to describe a person’s character.But in English it can be used to describe the innocent and dynamic young people,like“green hand.”In America,as the paper money is green,it often represents money and wealth.In the case of the“green card”and the“green channel,”green symbolizes“free”or“passing.”The expressions chicken-hearted and lion-hearted in the English language are almost identical with“胆小如鼠”and“狼心狗肺” in the Chinese language.It shows that in different cultures there exist different perceptions and different images.

In essence,to classify and interpret outside stimuli is a psycho-cultural process.Take the taxonomy of animals for example.To Americans and other Westerners,animals can be classified into four categories in terms of the social distance between humans and animals:(1)the pet animal,(2)the domestic animal,(3)the wild animal,and(4)the wild beast. They can also be classified into four categories in terms of the types of food that animals eat:(1)the carnivore(including the scavenger),(2)the herbivore,(3)the omnivore,and(4) the bloodsucker.They can be further classified into different categories in terms of the way animals move on earth:the reptile,the amphibian,the bird,the aquatic animal,etc.The above-mentioned way of perceiving and defining the physical world unambiguously is derived from the Greco-Roman culture.Instead,in the traditional Chinese culture,the physical world is examined as the holistic picture in which man is only a part,and not seen as the opponent party to man.

The boundaries of different things together with the images,concepts and the symbolic and coding systems the boundaries create can only be acquired through learning in a given culture.In other words,perceivers respond only to the stimuli affected by their culture,which is in turn affected by the way people perceive.


4.2　American Thinking

A man’s life is what his thoughts make of it.

Marcus Aurelius(121-180,

Roman Emperor and philosopher)

Thought means life,since those who do not think so do not live in any high or real sense.Thinking makes the man.

Amos Bronson Alcott(1799-1888,

American educator and social reformer)


4.2.1　Origin

To understand the thinking way of Americans,it is necessary to probe into its origin.As is known to the academic circle,any talks or studies about the Western cultures,of which American culture is one,cannot deviate from the ancient Greek culture.Those basic philosophical thoughts pertaining to ancient Grecians have surely left indelible marks on the subsequent European cultures as well as the American culture.They include metaphysics,epistemology,ethics, logic,and esthetics.Metaphysics is part of philosophy that asks questions such as“What is the world made of?”and“What is the ultimate substance of all reality?”In fact,the ancient Greeks were among the first to suggest that there was a“true”reality(noumenon)under the“apparent”reality(phenomenon),i.e.an“unseen real”beneath the“unreal seen.”The debates over these issues have resulted in the two extreme answers:materialism and idealism.Epistemology is the philosophy of knowledge:How do we know what is true or false?What is real or not?Can we know anything for certain,or is it ultimately hopeless?Again,the debates over these issues have led to the two opposing approaches: empiricism,which says that all knowledge comes through the senses and rationalism,which says that all knowledge is a matter of reason and thought.Ethics or morality,as the most difficult of the three aspects of philosophy,is the philosophical understanding of good and bad,right and wrong.The answers to the questions have brought about the two radical ideas: hedonism and cynicism.Hedonism suggests that good and bad come down to what a person likes and what he/she doesn’t like,what gives him/her pleasure and what gives him/her pain.Cynicism means that world is essentially evil,and humans can only work at distancing themselves from it and moving towards the ultimate good,which is God.Logic studies the principles of valid reasoning,inference and demonstration,and the logic of Aristotle(384 B.C.-322 B.C.,a Greek philosopher),particularly his theory of the syllogism,has made an enormous influence on the Western thoughts.A categorical syllogism consists of three parts:

●　The major premise

●　The minor premise

●　The conclusion

In logic,there are three kinds of logical reasoning: deduction,induction and abduction.They are concerned with the correlation among a precondition,a conclusion,and a rule that the precondition implies the conclusion.The following are the explanations of the three kinds:

●　Deduction means determining the conclusion.It is using the rule and its precondition to make a conclusion,e.g.“When it rains,the grass gets wet.It rained last night,so the grass got wet.”Mathematicians are commonly associated with this style of reasoning.

●　Induction means determining the rule.It is learning the rule after numerous examples of the conclusion following the precondition.For example,“The grass has been wet every time it has rained.Therefore,when it rains,the grass gets wet.”Scientists are commonly associated with this style of reasoning.

●　Abduction means determining the precondition.It is using the conclusion and the rule to support that the precondition could explain the conclusion.For instance,“When it rains,the grass gets wet.The grass is wet; therefore,it may have rained.”Diagnosticians and detectives are commonly associated with this style of reasoning.
(2)



As to Esthetics,it is a sub-discipline of axiology,a branch of philosophy,which deals with the nature of beauty,art,and taste,and with the creation and appreciation of beauty.It is more scientifically defined as the study of sensory or sensoriemotional values,sometimes called“judgments of sentiment and taste.”
(3)



The above-mentioned philosophical thoughts reflected the features of Greek mind:metaphysical,rational,logical and ethical.Of course,these features have influenced Western thinking.For instance,the thinking way of ancient Grecians as well as putting the individual in the central position when they made their judgments and decisions has taken a deep root in the American culture.One of the traits of the American culture is that the external world is seen by Americans as the world with material stability.And this stability is guaranteed by their perceptual stability and thinking stability.


4.2.2　Characteristics of American Thinking

In addition to the general traits of the Eruopean thinking way Americans have inherited,the American thinking way possesses some peculiarities of its own.On one land, Americans dislike the abstract theories and profound philosophies of Europeans,especially those of Germans.On the other hand,different from East Asians who pay more attention to their senses,perception and insight,they rely more on figures,verbal messages and logical reasoning.Their thinking way can hardly be defined as direct perception of impermanent forms.
(4)

 Instead,they focus more on actions, work efficiency and operating procedures.This more-torational thinking is reflected in their understanding of facts. To Americans,facts exist in the external world,not in the human brain.They believe that:

●　Facts,which contain what are sensed,are experiential, observable and measurable.

●　Facts are real and reliable.

●　Facts are objective and effective,which will not be affected by personal emotions.

●　Facts are specific,not general;historical,not futuristic.

So,either in work or in daily life,Americans know how to differentiate between factual judgment and emotional judgment.To them,facts are facts,which should not be mingled with human emotions.When asked about the reason for a divorce,an American may give an answer by presenting some facts like“My former wife went away with another man.”or“We often quarreled,so we could not tolerate each other any more.”or simply“We didn’t have love for each other.”Usually,he/she doesn’t like to go to great lengths to clarify which side is right and which side is wrong.To speak ill of the other side to the outsider is neither good nor useful, because emotional judgment is personal and private,if not intentionally prejudiced.

If there existed two extremities in the ways of human thinking,then the thinking way of Europeans(especially the Western and Northern Europeans)and the thinking way of East Asians(especially the Chinese and the Koreans)might be seen as two typical cases.And the thinking way of Americans would be in between.That means:though Americans originally inherited the thinking way of Europeans,they have been more or less changed since they moved to North America.Compared with Germans who prefer abstract thoughts and declarative knowledge,Americans prefer concrete thoughts and procedural knowledge.
(5)

 Again,to compare the thinking way of Americans with that of Chinese is also interesting.For instance,the two nations are practical, but in solving problems they are different.The Chinese thinking is restricted more to the inner world of thoughts. Chinese are hesitant about their abilities to choose,to judge and to make decisions.They are more likely to believe in destiny and in group power.They know that in some cases it is necessary to identify the implied agents and in other cases it is absolutely unnecessary to find out the implied agents.To them,the key issue is to achieve at“what”aim,and the best strategy is to judge the hour and size up the situation.By contrast,the American thinking is located between the inner world of thoughts and the external world of actions. Americans are optimistic about their abilities to choose,to judge and to make decisions.When encountering problems, they tend to be inquisitive about the implied agents behind the problems.“Who should be responsible?”or“Who should be to blame?”and“Is the plan feasible?”are the questions Americans like to raise.To the understanding of Americans, to identify the implied agents is to tackle the problems,and the implied agents can be identified only through human efforts.The American mind is inclined to tackle problems in the following manner:(1)to identify/define the problem;(2) to analyze and understand the problem;(3)to set a goal/ objective;(4)to identify,evaluate and select the options available;(5)to plan and schedule;(6)to implement and control;(7)to follow up and assess results.This kind of mental structure is so-called“procedural knowledge.”

Besides“procedural knowledge,”the American thinking is featured by negative reasoning or null logic;that is to say, before taking actions Americans are in the habit of presupposing obstacles to their actions.This kind of thinking way can be traced back to the times of Ancient Greece.To ensure the smoothness of their actions,Americans tend to prepare some methods or strategies of clearing away the potential obstacles.This can be seen as“precaution”or“backup,”and also found in a typical American English expression:“Let’s hope for the best,and prepare for the worst.”In the United States,children are taught how to avoid obstacles before taking actions and encouraged to make independent judgments and choices of freedom.They are not taught how never to fail.The further studies of negative reasoning or null logic in the American thinking have demonstrated that Americans emphasize the forecast of possible consequences or problems while making decisions and that Americans are optimistic about it that solutions to any problems can be found through human efforts.They believe that whatever happens happen for a reason(as their proverb goes:“Where there is smoke,there is fire.”).If the cause is identified,man will be able to affect the effect or change the situation.The effortoptimism is very evident in the American culture.

Culturally,the American mind is characterized by analytical,logical,causal,linear,orderly,and explicit traits, which derived from European rationality,reasoning and scientific inquiry as well as American pragmatism and instrumentalism.Americans are fond of analyzing and utilizing figures,statistics,data and information in order to reach a reasonable understanding.This is closely related to induction, one of man’s three biggest forms of logical reasoning. However,the flexible and economical feature of the American thinking may make this kind of thinking become a rigidly fixed pattern,for the process of thinking is an integrated whole,not necessarily a linear progression of the segmented parts,and an analytical approach is not necessarily applicable to many worldly and managerial issues.


4.3　American Verbal and Non-Verbal Behaviors

The Americans are identical to the British in all respects except,of course,language.

Oscar Wilde(1854-1900,Irish poet,writer and artist)

He speaks English with the flawless imperfection of a New Yorker.

Gilbert Millstein Contemporary American journalist)


4.3.1　Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis and American English

The American perception,thinking and language are correlated with one another.The theoretical support behind it can go back to Edward Sapir(1884-1939),a German-born American anthropologist-linguist,who first identified the concept in the early 1900s that a language defines the way a person behaves and thinks and that human languages and human thoughts are somehow interwoven.Sapir,in his theory of linguistic determinism,boils down his findings to a conclusion that all people are equally being affected by the confines of the language they use and thus unable to think freely because of the restrictions of their vocabularies,which in turn affect their thinking way.Benjamin Whorf(1897-1941),Sapir’s student,picked up on the idea of linguistic determinism,coined his hypothesis—later called the“Sapir-Whorf hypothesis”or the theory of linguistic relativity—that language is not merely a way of voicing ideas but also the very thing which shapes those ideas.That is to say,a person cannot think outside the confines of his/her own language,and the differences in language reflect the different views of different people.According to Whorf,if the world views and behaviors of people are affected so severely by the structures of their languages,and languages have different structures, then a barrier-free communication is almost impossible.
(6)

 However,using the universal languages of law and science, sign and body movement,people from all over the world can work together with no major barrier even though they use different mother tongues.The reason is simple:everyone in this world is capable of intellectual thoughts,poetic visions, personal feelings and technical jargon according to their own experiences.In this sense,Whorf’s hypothesis wants in many areas.

Yet,the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis is useful to some extent when we want to talk about the verbal and non-verbal behaviors of a people.Americans,as most of them use only one language—English,are accustomed to the thinking way that the English language confines.When Americans encounter non-English speakers in business,they either require the other side to use English or get a translator to interpret in English.In this process,usually,part of the messages transmitted will be lost or misinterpreted. Naturally,Americans will adhere to their understanding regardless of the broken or misinterpreted messages.Different languages do reflect different social relations.For example,in the English language there are much fewer terms to show identity,family relationship and social status than in the Japanese,Thai and Chinese languages,where kinship terms are often used to define individual identity and social status. Different languages also reflect different ideas of time and space.The example is that Americans use the future tense in English just to guide their actions precisely.To their minds,“future”makes sense only when it is defined precisely,like in the phrases“in the foreseeable future”and“in the near future,”or else“future”is meaningless,as the lyric of an American song reads:“Que Sera,Sera,whatever will be,will be.The future is not ours to see.Que Sera,Sera.”

The American way of seeing and thinking(analytical, logical,causal,linear,orderly,and explicit)of things is closely related to the outlook,the value system and the English language of Americans.They are pragmatic in using their language,e.g.they use“be going to”or“’ll”instead of“will/shall.”They emphasize the clarity and simplicity of the language so that it is beneficial to their actions,like the job description.As early as the Colonial Times,Americans borrowed many new words and expressions from other nations,including the Native Indians:Bluff(cliff),foothill, notch,corn,potato,watershed,squash,underbrush(low bush),Long time no see,etc.They also coined many words and expressions,like bullfrog,sweet potato,bottomland, lynch,log cabin,etc.Finally,they still retain some that British deserted long ago,such as fall,sick and loan(借贷.It is a noun in British English,while both a verb and a noun in American English).


4.3.2　Comparison between American English and British English

American ideas of equality and practicality are also reflected in the simplicity and casualness of American English, which differentiates itself more or less from British English in pronunciation,vocabulary,spelling,grammar and usage,as the Irish poet Oscar Wilde once said:

The Americans are identical to the British in all respects except,of course,language.
(7)



One of the things that make the British feel upset is the uncomfortable and uncouth accent and tone that Americans use casually in English.The other thing that puzzles the British is some strange usages in American English.Charles Dickens(1812-1870),a famous British novelist,gave his examples in his American Notes and Martin Chuzzlewit to show the difference between British English and American English.Even the novelist couldn’t understand the American phrase“right away”and the American sentence“Where do you hail from?”The simple and direct comparison
(8)

 below will speak louder than any complicated explanation of this topic:

Pronunciation

American

path/æ/

laugh/æ/

law/ɒ/

history/′histəri/

either/i:/

amateur/æmə′tjuə/

address/′ædres/

missile/′misil/

British

path/a:/

laugh/a:/

law/o:/

history/′histri/

either/ai/

amateur/′æmətə/

address/ə′dres/

missile/′misail/

Vocabulary

American

apartment

garbage can

basement

baggage

corn

instructor

gas

truck

fix

right away

movie house(movie theatre)

sidewalks

high school

stove

first floor

British

flat

dust-bin

cellar

luggage

maize

lecturer

petrol

lorry

repair

right now

cinema

pavement

middle school

cooker

ground floor

Spelling

American

theater

center

color

traveler

catalog

program

dialog

defense

British

theatre

centre

colour

traveller

catalogue

programme

dialogue

defence

Grammar

American

Do you have a pen?

Have you got a computer?

We’ll leave tomorrow.

My dictionary is different

than yours.
(9)



She started her school Monday.

I’m busy writing a book.

Is Henry home?

British

Have you a pen?

Have you a computer?

We shall leave tomorrow.

My dictionary is different

from yours.

She started her school on Monday.

I’m busy in writing a book.

Is Henry at home?

Usages

American

to give a prize

Got it?(Do I make sense?)

She is a difficult-to-deal-with lady.

Long time no see!

Hi,folks(guys)!

Morning!

British

to bestow a prize

Do you understand it?

She is a lady who is difficult to deal with.

Haven’t seen you for a long time.

Ladies and gentlemen,how are you?

Good morning!


4.3.3　American Non-Verbal Behavior

No doubt,communication through voiced language(verbal behavior)is expressive and powerful.However,there exists another expressive and powerful communication in human society,i.e.non-verbal communication(non-verbal behavior in its broad sense).And body language is just one component of non-verbal communication.Non-verbal communication takes place whether one thinks it important or not.It is the quiet,secret and even more powerful language. Many people believe that non-verbal behavior represents more true characters,attitudes,and feelings about people than does verbal behavior.An experiment of the function of non-verbal behavior is very interesting.Close your eyes and hold a conversation with someone,and see if your level of understanding is hampered in any way.

Non-verbal communication is everything except your words.It includes not only body language(which by itself includes facial expression and body attitude)but also many other factors such as object language(driving a BM W says something,wearing torn jeans and a dirty sweatshirt says something else).All of us have looked at someone standing across the room and thought,“Man,what an attitude!”That constitutes non-verbal communication.
(10)



As a matter of fact,human bodies send out messages constantly,and often people don’t recognize that they’re communicating a lot more than they realize.According to experts,the non-verbal language of human beings communicates about 50%of what humans really mean while voiced communication just contributes 38%.

Non-verbal communication includes gesture,eye contact, facial expression,tone,signs,bodily contact(touch),use of space,etc.Non-verbal communication can be direct or indirect.In most cases,non-verbal behavior functions as a kind of context,and as there is no context there is no text. For instance,when someone is commenting upon your Tshirt:“Oh,how beautiful it is!”,you may get some cues from the commentator’s tone that you should not take his/her comment seriously.Here,the tone serves as sort of context. When the distance between a speaker and a listener is shortened from three feet to one foot by the former,the latter will be certainly impressed.Or,let us say that the relationship between the two is a kind of intimacy or hostility. This is the physical distance between people,and respecting others’privacy means keeping the right psychological distance.Keeping a certain distance between people is one of the signs of human civilization.Another case is eye contact both in verbal and non-verbal behaviors.In the American culture,the direct stare of eye can show self-confidence,trust and respect,whereas eyes rolled upward are usually associated with contempt or fatigue and downward with modesty or humbleness.However,in different cultures non-verbal behavior suggests differently.Take Chinese children for example.When they try to avoid the direct stare to their teachers,they may show their respect or shyness.It is true of gestures.When Americans make a gesture with the palm facing upward,they mean“Come here.”And when Americans make a gesture with an index finger pointing at their chests, they mean“Me?”The correct use of gesture,eye contact, bodily contact,personal space and facial expression is unwritten and never precisely taught.But,almost everyone knows how to deal with them in their cultures.In terms of gestures,Americans are moderate,namely,between East Asians and people from the Latin culture or the Arabian culture.Compared with Japanese,Koreans and Chinese, Americans are rather casual or free in using gestures.But, compared with Latinos or Arabians,they seem rather reserved.More often than not,they think East Asians to be mysterious and sinister and cunning and Latinos or Arabians to be over-exaggerating.In the eyes of Americans,smile is a way to show politeness and friendliness,which can make others pleased or comfortable.It can also show the happiness of the person who smiles.Therefore,it is easy for Americans to misinterpret the cold faces of typical East Asians as unhappy souls or hostile people.They totally underestimate the fact that under the cold faces of Asians,say,Japanese or Chinese,may be hidden the soft hearts and happy souls.

Another phenomenon that bounds between verbal behavior and non-verbal behavior can be noticed in the group talk in America.This pattern of behavior implies two basic rules:(1)the rule of“Only one speaker speaks at a time,” and(2)the rule of“People in the group talk by turns.” Barging into a conversation or interruption without saying“Excuse me”is thought of as a rude behavior,and several speakers speaking at a time as an impolite and ridiculous behavior.The rules of“Only one speaker speaks at a time” and“People in the group talk by turns”reflect and are shaped by American individualism and the respect of every individual in the American culture.

【注释】




(1)
 Edward N.Kearny,et al.,TheAmerican Way—An Introduction to American Culture,New Jersey:Prentice-Hall,Inc.,1984,p.102.


(2)
 The above explanation of the three kinds of logical reasoning is from http://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Logical_reasoning.Retrieved on 2009-12-04.


(3)
 The above explanation of esthetics is from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Aesthetics.Retrieved on 2009-12-05.


(4)
 Refer to(美)爱德华·C.斯图尔特著《美国文化模式——跨文化视野中的分析》,天津:百花文艺出版社,2000.


(5)
 Refer to(美)爱德华·C.斯图尔特著《美国文化模式——跨文化视野中的分析》,天津:百花文艺出版社.2000.


(6)
 See“The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis,”http://www.angelfire.com/journal/ worldtour99/sapirwhorf.html.Retrieved on 2009-12-02.


(7)
 http://www3.telus.net/linguisticsissues/quotesbrcanam.html.Retrieved on 2009-12-20.


(8)
 Refer to Zheng Lixin ＆ Gu Jiazu,American English and American Culture, Changsha:Hunan Education Publishing House,1993.Also refer to秦秀白编著《英语简史》,长沙:湖南教育出版社1983年版,第161-199页.


(9)
 In colloquialism,there is no problem for this sentence.But in formal English tests like TOEFL,better write it in the British way.


(10)
 “FAQs on Non-Verbal Communication/Body Language”by Hal Warfield(teacher and coach).http://www.eslteachersboard.com/cgi-bin/articles/ index.pl?page=2;read=1607.Retrieved on 2009-12-18.


Chapter 5　Patterns of Social Relations and Behavior of Americans

Relationships of all kinds are like sand held in your hand.Held loosely, with an open hand,the sand remains where it is.The minute you close your hand and squeeze tightly to hold on,the sand trickles through your fingers. You may hold onto some of it,but most will be spilled.A relationship is like that.Held loosely,with respect and freedom for the other person,it is likely to remain intact.But hold too tightly,too possessively,and the relationship slips away and is lost.

Kaleel Jamison(1931-1985,

American scholar of behavioral sciences)

We live in deeds,not years;in thoughts not breaths;in feelings,not in figures on a dial.We should count time by heartthrobs.He most lives who thinks most,feels the noblest and acts the best.

Philip James Bailey(1816-1902,British poet)

The mirror stage theory of Jacques Lacan(1901-1981, French psychoanalyst and psychiatrist)is used in cultural studies if the re-presentation process or the twist of the image is examined.In the mirror stage,a misunderstanding constitutes the Ego that becomes alienated from itself through the introduction of an imaginary dimension to the subject.The theory is also applicable to the study of“my nation”and the“other nation.”In the Ancient Times,ethnocentrism made the Han Chinese see all other ethnic groups as the“barbarians.”However,when the time came to the Late Qing,the position of the Chinese including the Han was changed from the subject to the object,because Westerners, superior and more powerful,forced the name“The Sick Man of East Asia”on the Chinese,thus making the latter feel inferior and weak.

Likewise,the images of Americans are often exaggerated or twisted in the different cultural mirrors.What are considered“normal”by Americans may be regarded as“abnormal”by Chinese,and vice verse.For this reason, relativism is usually used in cultural studies.


5.1　Social Identity and Interpersonal Relationships

You will find the Americans much as the Greeks found the Romans: great,big,vulgar,bustling people more vigorous than we are and also more idle,with more unspoiled virtues but also more corrupt.

Harold Macmillan(1894-1986,British politician)

America makes prodigious mistakes,America has colossal faults,but one thing cannot be denied:America is always on the move.She may be going to Hell,of course,but at least she isn’t standing still.

e.e.cummings(1894-1962,American poet and writer)


5.1.1　Social Identity and Sense of Equality

More often than not,visitors to the United States for the first time are greatly impressed by Americans’inattention to social status and attention to interpersonal equality.Compared with many other nations,Americans are insensitive to social identity.To understand this,we need to define social identity first.

Self and identity are associated concepts.Social identity is a theory expounded by Henri Tajfel(1919-1982,British social psychologist),
(1)

 who tried to understand the psychological basis of intergroup discrimination.It was Tajfel who first sought to differentiate between those elements of self-identity derived from individual personality traits and interpersonal relationships(personal identity)and those elements derived from traits of a particular group(social identity).
(2)

 In the case of this book,the issue of social identity is under discussion.

According to Tajfel,social identity theory is concerned both with the psychological and sociological aspects of group behavior.It is concerned with when and why individuals identify with,and behave as part of,social groups,adopting shared attitudes to outsiders.It is also concerned with what difference it makes when encounters between individuals are perceived as encounters between group members.Tajfel further analyzed the composition of social identity in the following way:

●　Categorization—people often put others(and ourselves)into categories.Labeling someone a Muslim,a Turk,a Gimp or a Socca playa mate is a way of saying other things about these people.

●　Identification—people also associate with certain groups(ingroups and outgroups),which serve to bolster their self-esteem.

●　Comparison—people compare their groups with other groups,seeing a favorable bias toward the group to which they belong.In modern times younger people stereotypically divide themselves into social groups like jocks,goths and hoodies.

●　Psychological Distinctiveness—people desire their identity to be both distinct from and positively compared with other groups.
(3)



By utilizing the theory above,we can easily figure out the social identity of Americans.Americans are much less interested in labeling others based on social position,ethnic features,moral criteria and the like.They like to think of their society as a classless society,where everyone is equal to everyone else.If there exist social strata,most of them prefer to associate themselves with the middle-income group,which is the biggest group in American society.Of course,a person’s special social identity in the United States may bring the corresponding social influence,but this kind of stuff, together with the family background,money or privilege, plays a much less function there than in many other parts of this world.The changeable and mobile society has provided conditions for the weak consciousness of social identity or status on the part of Americans.As we know,Americans do not care about changing their careers,moving to other places, facing new challenges.…In fact,they are a nation that is fond of changes,mobility,challenges and dreams.

As one of the basic values,equality is assiduously pursued by Americans.As early as in 1776,The Declaration of Independence stated that all men are created equal and are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,that among these are Life,Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. One part of the American dream is that the United States should be designed as a classless and egalitarian society.The idea and the consciousness of equality exist in almost all relationships in American society,such as the relationship of general-soldier,the relationship of teacher-student,the relationship of parent-child,the relationship of physicianpatient,the relationship of employer-employee,etc.Unlike Europeans who often use“titles”before the names of some VIPs to show respect for the latter’s high ranks,like“Von”in German,“Sir”or“Lord”in English,“Don”in Spanish and“主任,”“处长,”“局长”or“厅长”in Chinese,Americans simply use the given names to greet each other except for some special occasions.Even on such occasions,what Americans use to show respect for social identity are limited terms,like“Sir,”“Mr.,”“Officer,”“Professor,”“Doctor”and“President.”There is no more than that.Since 1900s, American society has been regarded as a society of different classes based on income,not on hereditary hierarchy.The great majority of American people are middle-class people,or at least they consider themselves to be middle-class members equal to any other.To Americans,everyone has their own value that cannot be underestimated,and everyone has strong points and weak points of their own.No one is superior to the other in terms of personality and personal value.They believe that only when a person gets along with others equally can he/she give full play to his/her own talent.And this is the significance of American-type cooperation.

Obviously,American society is never 100% equal,yet“equality,”as an ideal and idea,is deeply rooted in the American culture.The sense and the pursuit of equality have produced another trait of Americans:the informal(casual) style.The informal style is everywhere in the country,say,in verbal and non-verbal behaviors(e.g.greetings and farewells are usually short,informal and friendly.Students may greet each other and their teachers with“Hi!”“How are you?”or“What’s up?”.The farewell can be as brief as:“See you,”“Take care,”or“Come by some time.”),in social identity,in interpersonal relationships(For example,friendships are casual,as Americans seem to develop and end their friendships easily.),in offices,in classrooms,and so forth.


5.1.2　Interpersonal Relationships and Rules

Interpersonal relationships refer to reciprocal social and emotional interactions between people involved in a certain environment.Major environments in which interpersonal relationships are established include the following:

(1)family,(2)social,(3)work,(4)religious,and(5) sexual.

Back in the early 1800s,the French historian Charles Alexis de Tocqueville regarded the family relationship,the religious relationship and the democracy in the U.S.as three major factors in mitigating American individualism.The changes of the structure of interpersonal relationships in America partly mirror the democratic advancement of the country.

The family relationship includes the relationships between spouses,kins and relatives.Inquiry into these relationships usually begins with investigation of the marital relationship. Marital conflicts are often subtle.Over the past century, especially since World War II,great changes have occurred to the American family.The changes have involved child labor, woman labor,women lib,sex lib,free sex,human rights movement,celibacy,DINK family,separation,divorce, single-parent family,family violence,premature-love, abortion,sexual harassment,homo-sex,etc.During the Colonial Times,the family relationship in North America was very traditional,principally influenced by the Victorian-British culture,i.e.the patriarchy dominated by the father.In such a family,the wife and the children were subordinate,often abused by the husband or the father.This situation lasted till the Industrial Revolution,when the“homemaker”role of the wife was changed into the role of the“assistant”to the husband and children began to receive more school education. What brought a revolutionary change to the American family were the events of the 20th
 century,like women lib,sex lib, the homo-sex movement,the human rights movement,the revolutions in Western and Northern Europe,etc.Lots of American women began to leave their homes to work outside, and American children ceased to be beaten by their fathers. Two Hollywood Oscar movies Krammer vs.Krammer and The Golden Pond vividly depict the changing relationship between the husband and the wife in a nuclear family and the generation gap in an extended family of the 1970s America respectively.Another example is about the issue of sexual harassment.Since sexual harassment was being discussed in women’s groups in Massachusetts in the early 1970s,MIT may have been the first or one of the first large organizations to discuss the topic,and to develop relevant policies and procedures as well as to use the term.In 1977,Catharine Alice MacKinnon(1946- ),an American feminist and scholar,graduated from Yale Law School after having written a paper on the topic of sexual harassment for Professor Thomas I.Emerson(Yale Law School professor).Two years later,MacKinnon published Sexual Harassment of Working Women:A Case of Sex Discrimination,arguing that sexual harassment was a form of sex discrimination under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and any other sex discrimination prohibition,because the act reinforces the social inequality of women to men.
(4)

 Owing to MacKinnon and other feminists, the Supreme Court held in Meritor Savings Bank v.Vinson in 1986 that sexual harassment may violate laws against sex discrimination.
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Fig.16　Family Romp in the Living Room(1959)

As the idea and the consciousness of equality dominate almost all relationships in American society,the interpersonal relationship in the American family is no exception.Wives and children don’t have to be subordinate or submissive to husbands and fathers.Chinese-type faithfulness and filialness cannot be found there.American kids seem to be“spoiled”in the eyes of the people from other cultures.They are allowed to call the given names of their parents.Concerning any big family decisions,all members(except babies)in the family are asked to participate as equals in the decision-making activities.Even under the same roof,each member has the right to keep his/her privacy.Spouses have no right to inquire into the privacy of each other;parents have no right to inquire into the privacy of their children,and vice versa,except that inquiry is based upon voluntary consent.Independence, freedom,equality and respect are the pursuits of American family members.
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Fig.17　Family Reunion(1970)

Although social activities occupy much of Americans’time,yet an independent life is what Americans really want to pursue.They prefer to establish a kind of interpersonal relationship in which they won’t bear unnecessary responsibilities and obligations.They avoid making promises to others,and hate to make promises under any pressure. They understand that courtesy demands reciprocity,but they don’t want to be put under a heavy burden of too much courtesy or of munificent benefactions.To them,gifts on certain social occasions should be symbolic instead of substantial;otherwise gifts may mean sort of bribery or pressure of further rewards.So,to go Dutch is their usual and preferable way.

Besides the basic values,the immigration feature plus the social mobility of America should be taken into consideration. Thus,it is not difficult to understand the American way of showing gratitude to a benefactor:much simple and impermanent compared with the ways of other nations.And, in order to put their whole destiny in their own hands, Americans expect nothing from any man,and acquire the habit of always considering themselves as standing alone. They know that only in this way can they pursue an independent life,i.e.a care-free and trouble-free life. American-type frankness,individualization and social relations without duties reflect not the social system,but one aspect of the American culture.

Americans are achievement-oriented,so they work very hard.They are and have to be workaholics,for they believe that work is part of life as well as the basis of material life and the basis of personal dignity and entertainment.Since work is an almost universal human experience,it is not surprising that it can be an important source of stress.Gainful employment in American society is so important that its lack is almost always associated with emotional upheaval and loss of self-esteem. Many people are so emotionally invested in their work that they fail to see the devastating effects of their long hours and arduous schedule on their family relationships.
(5)



North America used to be the sanctuary for religious and political dissenters,and the United States was founded on the Puritan ideals,Anglo-Saxon liberalism and the Enlightenment thoughts.Religion has been deeply rooted in the American culture and greatly influential in all aspects of American society.On the U.S.dollar bills is printed“In God We Trust.”Americans’motto“In God is our trust”is also expressed in the U.S.national anthem.In the inauguration speeches together with the use of the Bible being customary for oaths of the American Presidents there must be the same sentences:“God bless you.”and“God bless the United States of America.”The inauguration of the President of the United States is characterized by the tradition of a national prayer service,which,usually the day after the inauguration,is held at the Washington National Cathedral.In the army,in the school, in the community,almost everywhere in the States,prayer service is offered.Most Americans state some religious preferences. Although more than half of Americans are affiliated with some church organizations,yet many of then have only superficial contacts with those religious organizations.However,lots of people find strong emotional support from their religious convictions.That’s why the British historian Paul Johnson reminds us of his advice for exploring the American culture:Americawas, isand will bea religious nation.


5.1.3　Friendships and Love Affairs

In making and keeping friends,Americans like to take the initiative.That is to say,they want to keep free from and independent of any control of their friends.They choose and make and desert friends for the sake of their own benefits.It is their purpose to obtain psychological comfort rather than economic interests from their friends.Of course,connections(“关系”in Chinese)do play a role in their life,and they know that good connections bring opportunities.But,their values require them not to owe much to others nor let others owe much to them;to their way of thinking,more important things are dignity,independence,individuality,equality, mutual attraction and feelings.They believe that a hedge between keeps friendship green.
(6)

 This kind of thorough understanding together with pragmatism can go back to the heritage of Shakespearean England.In Hamlet,Polonius expostulated with his son Laertes about the way to keep friends and the edge of husbandry:

Neither a borrower nor a lender be:

For loan oft loses both itself and friend,

And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.

Talking of the European traditions,Aristotle was among the first scholars to expound friendship systematically.In his theory, there are three different purposes of making and keeping friends:(1)for the benefit of self,(2)for the sake of pleasantness,and(3)for the goal of perfection.To Aristotle,man’s highest activities must be exercised not in isolation,but as a member of society,and life lacks completeness if without friends.The Greek philosopher continued to explain that genuine friendship must be based on goodness;what rests on pleasantness(as with the young),or on utility(as with the old),is only to be recognized conventionally as friendship.In perfection it cannot subsist without perfect mutual knowledge,and only between the good;hence it is not possible for anyone to have many real friends.Friendship is a kind of exchange—equal between equals,and proportional between unequals,as between parents and children,princes and subjects, men and women.
(7)



Certainly,the American idea and way of friendship are derived partly from the European traditions and partly from the North American traditions.Americans are very casual in making friends.To their understanding,“friends”can be temporary or even overnight,but“best friends”usually belong to those they have known and kept for a long time, such as the former high school or university mates and the previous comrades-in-arms.They don’t tightly control nor monopolize their friendships.Nor do they let themselves be controlled by others in the name of friendship.Friends,even bosom friends,don’t have to be identical in everything.Giving freedom to the other side is giving freedom to themselves.
(8)

 So,it is understandable that Americans,when faced with troubles,prefer to ask for professional help rather than to turn to their friends for help.By contrast,in some non-Western nations,friendships can lead to dependence and jealousy,and are strictly protected lest they should be lost because of others’intervention.

From the viewpoint of Americans,different friends play different functions in the social life,and different functions should not be mixed nor treated in the same way.In social interactions,they place great importance on their friends per se(personality,character,hobby,etc.)rather than to their status in agencies or institutions.The fact that they classify friends into different kinds shows that they do not want to get much involved in interpersonal relationships,particularly in the troubles or obligations of their friends.Loyalty or to be willing to die for a confidant in Chinese friendships is deemed to be unbelievable by Americans.

For the convenience and practicality,they divide friends into(1)bosom friends or best friends,(2)hobby friends,(3) co-workers,classmates,neighbors,etc.and(4)friends in general.Another categorization of friends is given in an article entitled Friends,Good Friends—and Such Good Friends by Judith Viorst(1931- ),an American journalist,author and psychoanalysis researcher.She lists seven varieties of friendship with women in the following:
(9)



●　Convenience friends—They are convenient,because they’ll lend us their cups and silverware for a party,or drive our kids to baseball when we are sick,etc.We would have no particular reason to be friends:a next-door neighbor,the mother of one of our children’s closest friends or a woman in our car pool,etc.

●　Special-interest friends—These friendships aren’t intimate,and they needn’t involve kids or silverware or cats.Their value lies in some interest jointly shared.An office friend or a yoga friend or a friend from the Women’s Fitness Club,etc.pertains to this category.

●　Historical friends—We all have a friend who knew us when we were in the same elementary school,when our family lived in that three-room flat in the old block,or when our brother got in that fight where they had to call the police.…

●　Crossroads friends—Like historical friends,our crossroads friends are important for what was—for the friendship we shared at a crucial,now past,time of life,such as those who shared the room in college,or worked with us through hard times like economic recession,or went together through pregnancy and birth.Out of respect for those crossroads years,for those dramas and dreams we once shared,we will always be friends.

●　Cross-generational friends—This kind of intimacy exists in the friendships that form across generations in what one woman calls her daughter-mother and her motherdaughter relationships.

●　Part-of-a-couple friendships—These friendships remain in the context of a group for whatever the reason.For instance,some of the women we call our friends we never see alone;instead,we see them as part of a couple at couples’parties.

●　Men who are friends—The sexual part,though small, is always some,is always there when a man and a woman are friends.

When defined by their level of intimacy,friendships can also be divided into three strata:(1)medium friends,(2) pretty good friends,and(3)very good friends.It is Judith’s view that the best of friends totally love,support and trust each other,bare to each other the secrets of their souls,run to help each other and tell harsh truths to each other when they must be told.
(10)



As regards love affairs,American society has also gone through the different stages over the past centuries.Before the 20th
 century,American society was principally traditional. Read The Scarlet Letter written by Nathaniel Hawthorne(1804-1864,American writer)and published in 1850 and you’ll see the harshness of a strict Puritan society in which human sins were intolerable.The story narrates the 17th
 century,Boston,then a Puritan settlement.The scarlet letter“A,”short for adultery and worn on Hester’s chest,is a symbol of her adultery against her husband Roger.Putting the letter“A”on her chest and forcing her to show to the public was the Puritan way to treat her as a criminal.Great changes hadn’t occurred in the United States till the 20th
 century came,especially after World War II.Changes have been brought about by the women lib movement,the sex lib movement and the human rights movement.As a consequence,in the United States of today,dating begins much earlier,marriage seems a difficult task,true love becomes much more difficult to find, free sex and divorce happen much more frequently,and society appears much more open and tolerant.It doesn’t mean that there exists no true love nor really happy families in the country,but it is misguiding and mistaken to envision or depict the United States of America as a place of romance.

The following article on Jan.31,2008 Wall Street Journal gives further cues about this issue,which can help us better understand young Americans of today:

Where’s the Love?Students Eschew Campus Romance

Like many campuses,Purdue University has some traditional hot spots for romance—“The Old Pump”,where couples used to meet after dark, and a bell tower known as a lucky place to propose marriage.

But engineering major Amy Penner has been so busy volunteering with a women’s engineering group and planning her career that she’s only dimly aware of them.Her boyfriend has left campus to get a doctorate overseas; asked how much time she spends dating,she says,“That would be zero.”

Remember the movie“Love Story”and its star-crossed student lovers? Such torrid campus romances may be becoming a thing of the past.College life has become so competitive,and students so focused on careers,that many aren’t looking for spouses anymore.…

Gone are the days when sororities and dorms marked engagements with candle-passing ceremonies while men serenaded beneath the windows. Even at tradition-steeped Transylvania University,a 228-year-old institution in Lexington,Ky.,an old white ash called“The Kissing Tree”,cited in 2003 by the Chronicle of Higher Education as one of the most romantic spots on campuses,is no longer an“icon of intimacy”,says Richard Thompson,a longtime Transylvania professor and dean.Lucie Hartmann, 21,a senior,says“no one utilizes”the spot for romance;like moststudents,she’s intent on“using college to set a foundation for a career.”

Researchers cite a couple of factors.Young adults are delaying marriage,for one thing.…

Also at work is“credential inflation”—an increase in the qualifications required for many skilled jobs,says Janet Lever,a sociology professor at California State University,Los Angeles.Many young adults want the flexibility to relocate freely and immerse themselves in new work and educational opportunities before making room for marriage and family.As a result,students favor“light relationships that aren’t going to compromise where they go to grad school or which job they take”,she says.

Cody Cheetham,22,a Purdue senior,is looking for a marketing job after she graduates in May and plans on getting an MBA.“A lot of us don’t even know where we’re going to be living six months after we graduate;” she says.”We don’t want to bring another person into the chaos of our lives.”

If you’re a parent,as I am,you may be wondering what all this means.Such sordid campus-life portrayals as Tom Wolfe’s“I Am Charlotte Simmons”aside,the news about students’social lives isn’t all bad.To be sure,the“hookup culture”—the campus trend toward casual sexual behavior,usually linked with alcohol and no expectations of a continuing relationship—is rife.Some 76%of college students have engaged in hookups,which usually stop short of intercourse,according to a study of 4, 000 students by Stanford University sociology professor Paula England. Students report having had an average 6.9 hookups and only 4.4 traditional dates by their senior year.

On the bright side,more students are having fun on group dates; also,deep,but Platonic,male-female friendships are more common.

Many young adults return to traditional dating after graduation,says Kathleen Bogle,author of a new book,Hooking Up,based on a study of 76 students and recent alumni.Young adults“want to find a quality person, a good person,”to marry,says Ms.Bogle,an assistant sociology professor at La Salle University in Philadelphia,“and traditional dating is seen as a better way to do that”than hooking up.

With the benefit of hindsight,though,some grads may yearn for the stretches of time on campus for extracurricular activities and studying withthe opposite sex.Julia Vasiliauskas broke up with her boyfriend at the University of Rochester in New York soon after her 2003 graduation,and then went to grad school and began teaching near Seattle.Now that she feels ready,at 26,to find a partner,“I regret that I didn’t find that person in college—because now that I’m working,I don’t have time.”
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5.2　Problem-Solving and Cooperation in Competition

Don’t dwell on what went wrong.Instead,focus on what to do next. Spend your energies on moving forward toward finding the answer.

Denis Waitley(1933- ,American author)

Willingness to compromise with others’ways of living and cooperation in common tasks,these make living happy and fruitful.

Sathya Sai Baba(1926- ,

Indian educator and religious leader)


5.2.1　Facing Up to the Music

As mentioned in Chapter 4 of this book,Americans acquire the habit of facing the fact(or facing up to the music),whether the fact is harsh or not.To face the fact is to take the challenge;and to take the challenge is to brave a life, which is necessary for a man who wants to succeed.To Americans,the purpose of their trying to get the prime movers behind events is to tackle the problem.The American ideas are implied in the following points:

●　Man is the master of his own;the initiative to make decisions and take actions lies in the hands of the individual man.

●　Through his effort,man can make the difference or changes.

●　The only way to change one’s reality is to face the reality.

●　Thoughts and ideas should be turned into actions,for actions speak louder than words.

●　There exist the implied agents or the prime movers behind actions or events or problems.

Whenever faced with problems,Americans become inquisitive.They like to face the problems squarely,to obtain necessary information and to air their opinions unambiguously.They try to work out their differences face-toface and without a mediator.Since childhood,they have been encouraged to speak up and give their opinions freely. Students are often invited to challenge or disagree with their teachers.This manner of direct speaking is often interpreted by foreign visitors as rude.But,Americans believe that a faceto-face communication is both a direct and an efficient way to understand each others’ideas and feelings.And,to fully understand each other(of course,to some extent)is helpful to the problem-solving and the mutual cooperation.However, the face-to-face communication must be based upon the two principles below:

(1)Some degree of hospitality and esteem must be given to each other.

(2)Even if disagreements or quarrels become inevitable between the two sides,disagreements or quarrels must be restricted to the issues per se and are disallowed to be expanded to the personalities or dignities of the either side.

By comparison,many people from other parts of the world appear more indirect when faced with social or personal issues.They tend to adopt a round-about way.According to one research of Takie Sugiyama Lebra,a contemporary Japanese-American anthropologist,the Japanese use eight strategies in order to“defend the face”in interpersonal relationships:
(12)



●　Mediation communication—One lets the third party pass on some subtle news or messages to the opposite side in order to save the face.

●　Refracted communication—One talks to the third party about something,but what he/she really intends is to let the target audience present hear.

●　Acting as a representative—One acts as a representative or special envoy for someone else so as to do one thing under cover of another.

●　Self-communication—One intentionally lets his/her notes or diaries or other forms of self-communication exposed to the opposite side,leaving the impression that he/she is careless in doing so.

●　Correspondence—Mails are used instead of face-to-face communications in order to avoid potentially unpleasant encounters.

●　Anticipatory purpose—One is expected to favor and obey the desires or demands of the opposite side.

●　Ritualism—In interpersonal activities,one prepares a strategy to evade or control a possible awkward situation.

●　Unobtrusive behavior—Almost all Japanese indirect ways of communication are featured by unobtrusive behavior, or low key or humble pride in verbal and non-verbal behaviors.

Certainly,the above-mentioned interpersonal skills or strategies,if not all,are also applicable to some Americans, Europeans,Africans,Latinos and Arabians.But to typical Americans,the direct way or the face-to-face communication is more time-efficient and energy-saving,and what’s more,it is very helpful in tackling problems.This kind of direct way implies an important American idea:people may cooperate by the rules even under the conflicts of interests.Americans place great importance to the purposefulness of actions and enjoy a restless,mobile and changeable life.And this trait helps spur them on to improve themselves and to gain“self-identity” through personal achievements.


5.2.2　Cooperation in Competition

Competition exists in all forms of life.For a long time, biologists and sociologists have known that humans as well as all animals form cooperative groups to compete for limited resources. In the 19th
 century,Charles Robert Darwin found the concept of deadly competition important for developing his theories of natural selection and survival of the fittest.After that,social Darwinists such as Herbert Spencer(1820-1903)and Francis Galton(1822-1911)applied the biological theory to human society.Thus,a reasonable attraction to competition is both healthy and natural. But imagine what it would be like to live in a society where each individual competes against everyone else,without any cooperation at all.No one would dare walk outside,for he/she might be shot by his/her neighbor and all his/her property might be taken.Nor could one rely on the police to protect him/her,since law enforcement is a form of social cooperation.Hence,cooperation among human beings is necessary.In fact,all species avoid this bleak scenario through cooperation.As with competition,a moderated desire to cooperate appears to be natural and healthy, too.
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Of course,Americans fully understand the above ideology.As discussed in Chapter 3 of this book,cooperation in competition is one of the traits of the American culture. American competition is based upon mutual cooperation, because no single person can finish a big job.Collaboration, necessary for a great cause,undoubtedly ensures the convenience of actions.It does not mean that Americans are willing to forsake their principles,but it suggests that some compromise—reaching the agreement through communications or through a mutual acceptance of terms—is needed in cooperation.On the one hand,as the United States boasts a comparatively sound legal system,cooperation can still be built up in the context of differences,for Americans are not so worried about breaking the game rules by the partner(s). But,if cooperation cannot benefit them,say,in serving their self-interests or actualizing their personal values,they will have no hesitation to leave the group.Thus,everyone in the group is expected to readjust themselves for the common goal. Against different cultural backgrounds,the meaning and perception of the word“compromise”may be different:in many Occidental countries the word“compromise”has a positive meaning(as a consent,an agreement where both parties win something),but in many Oriental countries it may rather have negative connotations(as both parties lose something).

In the eyes of Americans,winning in competition only means“being understood”or“being recognized”rather than“the winner takes it all”or“exclusiveness.”Conversely, losing in competition does not mean“the loser fails it all”or“falling into disgrace.”Furthermore,personalization and individualism must be based upon mutual respect and social morality.The American modification of the“fair play”is:the aim of the“fair play”is not only to observe game rules,but also to take into account the relative strengths of the both rivals.

Unlike East Asians,Americans rarely regard the institutions they work for as their patrons,and they have a relatively weak sentimental attachment to their hometowns. For a better living standard and a higher salary,they are ready to move to new places and abandon their current jobs.Jobhopping and moving from place to place are very common in the country.


5.3　Time and Space Orientations

History is more or less bunk.It’s tradition.We don’t want tradition. We want to live in the present and the only history that is worth a tinker’s damn is the history we make today.

Henry Ford(1863-1947,Founder of the Ford Motor Company and Father of modern assembly lines)

Time and space—time to be alone,space to move about—these may well become the great scarcities of tomorrow.

Edwin Way Teale(1899-1980,American philosopher)


5.3.1　Sense of Time

It is interesting to compare white Americans’concept of time and space with the concept of time and space conceived and believed by other nations.Edward T.Hall,an American anthropologist and cross-cultural researcher,once made a comparative study of the various concepts of time in various cultural settings in his masterpiece The Silent Language.
(14)

 This book deals with the basic ways different peoples look at time.

Let us discuss the basic concept of time in the contexts of“linear thinking”and“circular thinking.”White Americans’view of time is that time is linear,so that time is consistent with a timeline.The idea that time is like a timeline can be found in the Bible,in which time has been created that has a beginning and an end.This is how Westerners have created their view of sacred“spaces or locations.”Since this linear time view of the world has an ending,the final resting place or Heaven is what this culture defines as the sacred location.

This linear time view of the world has bestowed upon white Americans the ability(or trait)to interpret historical, political and social events from the perspective of a timeline. To their minds,time is divided into the continuum of past, present and future,which is reflected in their language structure.The temporal flow of past time goes through present time rather slowly and then flies into future.This view of time has had numerous impacts on them.They are aware that time is limited and that once it is gone,it is gone forever.So,Benjamin Franklin warned people:“You may delay,but time will not.”,“Do not squander time for that is the stuff life is made of.”,“If time be of all things the most precious,wasting time must be the greatest prodigality.”,“Lost time is never found again.”,“Time is life.”,etc.

The other three factors that have influenced Americans’view of time are:(1)The history of the United States is short,and so is their sense of history and sense of time span.(2)Westerners,including Americans,have a stronger sense of life value.(3)American society is changeable and mobile. Life is short,and time flies;therefore they want to make the best use of time as well as life.Americans’awareness of time has made them realize the significance of spending time wisely and that of being punctual for work or appointments.As far as social activities in today’s America are concerned,five-ten minutes is the minimum set of time that people can tolerate as the reason for any delay.Delay for work is considered to be against the discipline and the rule;delay for an appointment is regarded as impolite or even“barbarian.”Some college instructors give demerits to students who are late to class,and students at most universities have institutional permission to leave the classroom if their instructor is 10 to 15 minutes late.

In the United States,time can be planned and measured, and is related to market economy.There arrangements are precisely scheduled,and time is seen as sort of commodity,or even money per se.“Time is money.”is a sonorous motto and slogan as well.It is better understood in the market economy than in the self-sufficient economy.When Americans say:“I’ll be back in ten minutes.”,they really mean what they say.In terms of the collocation of American English,time is often used together with buy,sell,save,spend,measure, waste,lose,make up,etc.Americans have developed the habit of keeping up with the times as well as that of keeping an eye on the future.To them,past,identical to memory,is gone,future is uncertain and only present,like perception,is real.That’s why Americans like to say:“One today is worth two tomorrows.”and“Tomorrow never comes.”To rely on past is to rely on memory,and to rely on future is to rely on hope,just as Benjamin once said:“He that lives upon hope will die fasting.”Henry Ford also stated:“History is more or less bunk.It’s tradition.We don’t want tradition.We want to live in the present and the only history that is worth a tinker’s damn is the history we make today.”That is why Americans design their future,say,in the business plan,to be“the foreseeable future”or“the near future”(from six months to at most three years away).To their understanding,“future” makes sense only when it is defined precisely,and to plan for the far future makes no sense at all,for a plan,no matter how well designed,can hardly accommodate to changes.

In the words of Edward T.Hall,“The future for us is the foreseeable future.The South Asian,however,feels that it is perfectly realistic to think of a‘long time’in terms of thousands of years.”This is also true of the traditional East Asians.East Asians conceive time as being circular,possibly like the seasons.They view time as a circle or a repeating process that creates continuous unique outcomes that are infinite in possibilities.Their belief in continual or infinite time creates a calm refreshing feeling of“having time”or“inexhaustible time.”It is common to see East Asians come late for an appointment or pay an unexpected visit to friends or cancel an appointment casually,which may offend Westerners.Alternatively,this idea of time,which is ever repeating and circular,has had quite interesting effects on the concept of location or space.The word space should not be thought of as outer-space,but as an entire area that encompasses the life and elements associated.Once a person loses the idea of time and think of location first,the land he/ she lives on becomes his/her life.This land is then passed from generation to generation.As more and more people live and die on the same piece of land without the thought of time, the location starts showing patterns and symbols,and these patterns and symbols can be seen by long term inhabitants of the land,which allow them to locate themselves within the concept of Nature.The inherent feeling of connection to everything is felt by the circular thinker because time has no meaning and location is the only consideration.This connection to space over thousands of generations creates the spiritual experience in everyday life.These experiences are felt for thousands of generations in the same spot and patterns start emerging.As patterns emerge the characteristics of animals and plant life can be seen as patterns.
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5.3.2　Sense of Space and Tactility

Every culture and more precisely every individual have their own demands of space.In his lengthy book Body,Identity and Interaction:Interpreting Nonverbal Communication,Allan Canfield(now a retired professor from State University of New York at Buffalo)discusses the topic of non-verbal communications including that of space,privacy and tactility in great details.The other two famous scholars who have studied the sense of space against different cultural contexts are American anthropologist Edward T.Hall and German philosopher Ernest Cassirer(1874-1945).All of them have mentioned the correlation of the concept of Americans’space to the unique cultural and natural geography in North America.

First,North America is a vast and abundant land inhabited by a relatively small number of people.This vastness and abundance have given a special trait to the people there.For example,the moment some Canadian tourists returned home from the trip to China,they went to hospital to receive a medical and psychological treatment for the so-called“syndrome of narrow space.”That is to say,China’s crowdedness,noise and less private space made them uncomfortable or suffer from an unaccountable disease.It is the same case when Chinese parents who went to visit their children in North America often felt extremely lonely and so came back to China after a short period of stay.In the eyes of many Chinese, North America is so vast,so spacious and so sparsely-populated and Americans are so independent and individualistic that they can hardly find fun there.And,to many Chinese or Japanese,the above-mentioned“syndrome of narrow space”seems unimaginable and ridiculous.

Next,Americans have a very strong sense of territorial entity and privacy and desire of manipulating them.As is known,every human being has his/her own demand for space to protect his/her cover from external influences of the environment.To create,find and define this boundary between oneself and the outside is essential and cultural as well.It can make a big influence in daily and business life when dealing with strangers and members of other cultures. Not paying attention to proper space,whether private or public,can cause an immediate loss of a business relation or transaction because of intruding and not respecting someone’s demand of space.Americans have distinctive places which they call“mine”and don’t want them to be“disturbed.”Personal things like their cars,PCs,cameras,etc.should be avoided being“touched”without permission or treated differently from that way the owners would treat them.It is the same for their houses,grounds and offices,which shouldn’t be accessible without a detailed/explicit allowance,or else this behavior is defined as trespassing.People should be very careful about physical touch.Americans hate to be touched by strangers, either in public or in privacy.Almost in all cultures,the distance between people should be kept,and may be shortened by a simple smile or shaking hands.It is perceived as impolite and very rude when not keeping the distance between one and his/her interlocutor.

From the above perspective,we can easily understand the fact that a typical American house is spacious enough with many rooms and a big lawn as well as a good fence separating itself from the neighbor’s.The kitchen in a house can be the tur f of the housewife,and a car can give Americans a sense of freedom and privacy.American kids have their own rooms or turfs,in which they feel free and private,and often close their doors to be alone.When Americans talk,they prefer to have a lot of space between themselves and their conversation partners.Proximity between them demonstrates the different degrees of intimacy between them.All this shows the American attitudes toward space,privacy and individualism.

【注释】




(1)
 See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_identity.Retrieved on 2009-12-20.


(2)
 See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_identity.Retrieved on 2009-12-20.


(3)
 See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_identity.Retrieved on 2009-12-20.


(4)
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catharine_MacKinnon.Retrieved on 2009-12-20.Also see Thomas J.Meyers,“Sexuality in Historical and Sociological Perspective”,GoshenCollege Journal,1990,Goshen,IN.,USA.


(5)
 John B.Griffin Jr.Interpersonal Relationships,http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih. gov/bookshelf/br.fcgi?book=cm ＆ part=A5622.Retrieved on 2009-12-25.


(6)
 The English proverb“A hedge between keeps friendship green.”is similar to a Chinese proverb“君子相交淡若水.”


(7)
 “Aristotle on Friendship”,http://www.publicbookshelf.com/public_html/Outline_ of_Great_Books_Volume_I/aristotle_bdd.html.Retrieved on 2009-12-30.Also refer to Sir J.A.Hammerton,Outline of Great Books,New York,NY.:Wise ＆ Company,1937.


(8)
 This is similar to a Chinese saying:“与人方便,自己方便.”


(9)
 Judith Viorst,Friends,Good Friends—and Such Good Friends,Redbook, October,1977.


(10)
 Judith Viorst,Friends,Good Friends—and Such Good Friends,Redbook, October,1977.


(11)
 “Where’s the Love?Students Eschew Campus Romance”,Wall Street Journal, Jan.31,2008.


(12)
 Takie Sugiyama Lebra,Japanese Patterns of Behavior,Honolulu,HI.: University of Hawaii Press,1976,pp.122-126.


(13)
 Competition vs.Cooperation,http://www.huppi.com/kangaroo/L-spectrumfive. htm.Retrieved on 2010-01-03.


(14)
 Refer to Edward T.Hall,The Silent Language,New York,NY.:Random House Inc.,1959.


(15)
 “Linear Time vs.Circular Time”,http://indigosociety.com/linear-time-vscircular-time-t1145/.Retrieved on 2010-01-04.


Chapter 6　Selfhood,American Dream and Materialism

My life has been one great big joke,

A dance that’s walked,

A song that’s spoke,

I laugh so hard I almost choke,

When I think about myself.

Maya Angelou(1928- ,American autobiographer and poet)

Once one is caught up into the material world,not one person in ten thousand finds the time to form literary taste,to examine the validity of philosophic concepts for himself,or to form what,for lack of a better phrase,I might call the wise and tragic sense of life.

Source Unknown

Self and materialism are two indispensable elements in the American culture.They are so strong and conspicuous that without understanding them we could not understand real Americans.In the eyes of Americans,man is unparalleled, and nature and the material world should be controlled by man and used to serve man.Since the Colonial Times,Americans together with their land have been much developed.This includes their selfhood and the physical environment that interacts with their selfhood.To say that the United States is a materialistic nation featured by free-market economy is correct.Conversely,to say that the United States is a religious nation is also correct.Many visitors to the country are impressed by materialism and individualism there.They tend to describe Americans as egocentric,independent and money-seeking people.However,this kind of view is somewhat superficial and one-sided.


6.1　Selfhood

You are your own judge.The verdict is up to you.

Astrid Alauda(Unknown)

Man is never alone.Acknowledged or unacknowledged,that which dreams through him is always there to support him from within.

Laurence van der Post(1906-1996,Afrikaner author)


6.1.1　Concept of Self

As to self,many,many terms are used,but with their different meanings.There are such terms as self-concept,selfknowledge,self-awareness,self-esteem,self-interest,selfworth,self-acceptance,self-reflection,self-image,selfschema,self-actualization,self-efficacy,self-control,selflove,self-hatred and self-centeredness.By Wikipedia’s definition,self-concept is a multi-dimensional construct that refers to an individual’s perception of self in relation to any number of characteristics,like academics(and nonacademics),gender roles and sexuality,racial identity,and many others.The self-concept is thought to have three components:(1)the cognitive self(the perceptible component of the self-concept),(2)the affective self(the emotional component of the self-concept),and(3)the executive self(the behavioral component of the self-concept).For example, self-knowledge is a cognitive component of self-concept.It is also referred to as the known self,which is made up of everything we know(or think we know about ourselves), from physiological properties such as hair color,race and height to psychological properties like beliefs,values, dislikes,etc.,just to name a few.The other two components of the self-concept may embrace most of the above terms.

As self and identity are associated concepts,Americans naturally hold the idea that individual identity,as the antithesis of social identity,is shaped by the self-concept,and can only be found in social identity.Every individual is an independent biological and psychological being,and exists as an individual member of any social group.The self-concept pertaining to Americans dominates American thoughts and actions.Their understanding of self can be summed up as the following ten points:

●　Self is subjective,centripetal and inward, differentiated from otherness.It is imperceptible and incomprehensible to the outsider.

●　Self is singular and hungry as well,so it needs filling up and satisfying incessantly.

●　Self is defined by an individual’s freedom of choice, values and preferences.

●　Self cannot be found on social occasions but can only be established by an individual’s actions.It is the operating unit of actions as well as the controlling center of actions.

●　Self is independent,totally independent of any tradition and any social context.It is an option of any traditional or social life on an independent basis.

●　Self(Here it is identical with self-reliance,say, independent-thinking,independent-judgment,independentaction,etc.),if not fully and normally developed,may negatively affect an individual’s ability to achieve a material success in future.

●　Self must not be interrupted by others,including politics and state affairs.The biggest reason why a state or government exists is that it protects people’s rights.

●　Self can be replenished with the role,but any intention or action of putting the role in the center is absurd. Self,when in the form of the role,doesn’t ask to totally accept or be tolally accepted by the outsider.

●　The significance of self lies in the success or selfactualization of an individual person.

●　The significance of life lies in the true self of an individual person,as poet Christopher Morley wrote:“There is only one success—to be able to spend your life in your own way.”

In brief,the self-concept of Americans is embodied by individualism,and Benjamin Franklin’s idea reflects the earliest form of American individualism,which can be boiled down to one sentence“God helps those who help themselves.”


6.1.2　Individuality and Changeability

The self-concept of Anglo-Americans originated in the 17th
 -century English thinkers,such as John Locke and Thomas Hobbes(1588-1679,English philosopher).The Anglo-Saxon tradition emphasizes individualism to an extent that self is seen as an important construct of its culture.One of the quotations by Aldous Huxley(1894-1963,English novelist)shows the general attitude of the Anglo-Saxons toward conformity and consistency.He said:

Too much consistency is as bad for the mind as it is for the body. Consistency is contrary to nature,contrary to life.The onlycompletely consistent people are the dead.
(1)



No doubt,individualism is opposite to conformity and consistency.Robert Neelly Bellah holds the view that individualism on the subjective stratum means expressive self,which is identical with the personal pursuit of happiness and material comforts and the personal freedom from the yoke and the convention.
(2)

 Individualism has made a strong influence upon the ethical codes of Americans’psychology and behavior.Legal obligations and rights of an individual replace the individual’s social and family responsibilities.So,it is difficult to find faithfulness in friendships or filialness in the parent-child relationship or loyalty in the employer-employee relationship.In social interactions,when faced with specious issues,Americans usually count on their individual criteria by which to judge whether they are right or wrong.Among these two criteria are more often used:

●　A behavior is considered morally okay if all the participants concerned have no disagreement,such as in extramarital sex and drug-using behaviors.

●　A behavior is considered morally okay if it doesn’t do any harm to others legally.

Legally,the United States is an advanced country.But, from the Oriental or traditional perspective,it has gradually lost the sense of shame and the sense of conscience.From the Colonial Times till the end of the 19th
 century,American society kept numerous features of traditional Puritan culture, in which could be found some vestiges of the subculture of shame and the subculture of conscience though in different forms from their Eastern counterparts.However,since the 20th
 century,the United States has undergone great changes.

In many Eastern and traditional cultures,the issues of whether right or wrong,beautiful or ugly and true or false are determined more by socio-cultural customs than by legal documents;an individual’s behavior is confined more by the group to which the individual belongs(like the family,the work-team,the social circle,or the community,etc.)than by the choice of freedom on the part of the individual.For instance,in many Eastern and traditional societies either extramarital sex or coveting the neighbor’s wife is considered to be immoral(It is very much like what the Bible says:“It’s a sin to covet thy neighbor’s wife.”)and drug-using illegal there.Another example is Americans’judgment on art.They hate to apply the esthetical theory to the appreciation of a piece of artwork.They simply say:“I like it.That’s all.”

Americans’love of and allergy to individualism are also reflected in their experiences abroad.Americans are often stunned by the different types of individuality and lack of individualism in other countries.They can also see some advantages of conformity and consistency and some disadvantages of individualism.In their eyes,too much individualism and democracy can cause inefficiency and egoism,and despite the fact that an individual person is a free element in American society,societal oppression or pressure on the individual is implicit,informal and ubiquitous there. Therefore,some scholars satirize American individualism by stating this way:

The individual in America just enjoys the freedom to keepconsistent with the group.
(3)



Looking into future and into change is one of the traits of American individuality,although some degree of conservatism till exists in the American character.As said before,principally Americans are flexible and mobile and willing to accept changes in life.Their attitude toward future and change can be identified everywhere.It is found in Obama’s speech“The Change We Need”,in the slogan of the Obama’s election campaign“We need a change!Yes,we can!”,in the house-moving,job-hopping and travelling activities of ordinary Americans.…Children are often asked what they want to be“when they grow up”;college students are asked what they will do when they graduate;and professors plan what they will do when they retire.In the American culture,change is often equated with progress,and clinging to traditions or old ways seems to imply“old,”“outdated”and“not open.”Changeability and mobility are closely associated with the characteristics of the American nation and the American society.Remember the fact that the U.S.is a nation with a short history,a nation of immigrants, a nation on wheels,a nation based on free-market economy and a nation interested in advancement,adventures, innovations and challenges.In one word,it is like a young man who always looks into future and into change,without any burden of history behind.

One ancient Chinese saying goes:“Keep pace with the times”(与时俱进),and one French proverb writes:“Only fools never change.”Both the Chinese and the French have told the truth,yet it is Americans that equate change with progress and chance,as Harrison Ford(1942- ,American actor)pointed out:

We all have big changes in our lives that are more or less a second chance.

I am not the first man who wanted to make changes in his life at 60 and I won’t be the last.It is just that others can do it with anonymity.

I wanted to live the life,a different life.I didn’t want to go to the same place every day and see the same people and do the same job.I wanted interesting challenges.
(4)



What’s more,Americans tend to put self in the center of any change.To them,destiny is in their hands. Carol Burnett(1933- ,American actress,comedian, singer,dancer and writer)once mentioned the relationship between self and change in her following quote:

Only I can change my life.No one can do it for me.
(5)




6.2　American Dream and Materialism

We believe that what matters most is not narrow appeals masquerading as values,but the shared values that show the true face of America;not narrow values that divide us,but the shared values that unite us:family,faith,hard work,opportunity and responsibility for all,so that every child,every adult,every parent,every worker in America has an equal shot at living up to their God-given potential.That is the American dream and the American value.

Senator John Kerry(1943- ,American Senator)

It is preoccupation with possessions,more than anything else,that prevents men from living freely and nobly.

Bertrand Russell

(1872-1970,British logician and philosopher)

Materialism coarsens and petrifies everything,making everything vulgar,and every truth false.

Henri Frederic Amiel(1821-1881,Swiss writer)


6.2.1　American Dream

The phrase American Dream was coined by American historian James Truslow Adams(1878-1949)in his 1931 book Epicof America.According to this book,the said dream was originally the dream of European immigrants about a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for every person,with opportunity for each based on his/her ability or achievement.The idea of the dream can be traced back to the Declarationof Independence which states that“all men are created equal”and that they are“endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights”including“Life,Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”Definitely,the dream is more than material wealth.Or to be exact,it is usually concretized into fancy job,fancy salary,fancy house,fancy car,fancy wife/ husband,fancy children,…but it is also a dream of social order under the equal and barrier-free conditions in which each man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of which they are innately capable,and be recognized by others for what they are,regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or position.Since 1776,the American Dream,often together with its overinflated expectations,has been attracting thousands upon thousands of immigrants,first from Europe and then from other parts of the world,even though it has historically failed to help many people,especially the majority of the minority group and lower class citizens to gain a greater degree of social equality and influence. Regardless of this,it has indeed helped to build a cohesive American experience and evolved into a national ethos of the United States of America in which democratic ideals are perceived as a promise of prosperity for its people.
(6)

 To be evident,the American Dream,whether sweet or bitter,has played an enormous role in attracting thousands of people and shaping the American character.Yet,it has changed more or less since it emerged.Read the following article“R35th
 n Dream”
(7)

 written in early 2009 by David Kamp,a contemporary American writer for the Internet home page VANITY FAIR and you’ll know better about the vicissitudes of the American Dream over the past years.Before David’s article,VANITY FAIR presents a short passage of introductory remarks:
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Fig.18　Two Free-Lance Musicians on the Miami Beach,Florida,U.S.A.(2008)

Rethinking the American Dream

—David Kamp

Alongwith millions of jobs and 401(k)s,
(8)

 the concept of a shared national ideal is said to be dying.But is the American Dream reallyendangered,or has it simply been misplaced?Exploring the way our aspirations have changed—the rugged individualism of the Wild West,the social compact of F.D.R.,the sitcom fantasy of 50s suburbia—the author shows how the American Dream came to mean fame and fortune,instead of the promise that shaped a nation.

The year was 1930,a down one like this one.But for Moss Hart,it was the time for his particularly American moment of triumph.He had grown up poor in the outer boroughs of New York City—“the grim smell of actual want always at the end of my nose,”he said—and he’d vowed that if he ever made it big he would never again ride the rattling trains of the city’s dingy subway system.Now he was 25,and his first play,Oncein a Lifetime,had just opened to raves on Broadway.And so,with three newspapers under his arm and a wee-hours celebration of a successful opening night behind him,he hailed a cab and took a long,leisurely sunrise ride back to the apartment in Brooklyn where he still lived with his parents and brother.

Crossing the Brooklyn Bridge into one of the several drab tenement neighborhoods that preceded his own,Hart later recalled,“I stared through the taxi window at a pinch-faced 10-year-old hurrying down the steps on some morning errand before school,and I thought of myself hurrying down the street on so many gray mornings out of a doorway and a house much the same as this one.…It was possible in this wonderful city for that nameless little boy—for any of its millions—to have a decent chance to scale the walls and achieve what they wished.Wealth,rank,or an imposing name counted for nothing.The only credential the city asked was the boldness to dream.”

As the boy ducked into a tailor shop,Hart recognized that this narrative was not exclusive to his“wonderful city”—it was one that could happen anywhere in,and only in,America.“A surge of shamefaced patriotism overwhelmed me,”Hart wrote in his memoir,Act One.“I might have been watching a victory parade on a flag-draped Fifth Avenue instead of the mean streets of a city slum.A feeling of patriotism, however,is not always limited to the feverish emotions called forth by war.It can sometimes be felt as profoundly and perhaps more truly at a moment such as this.”

Hart,like so many before and after him,was overcome by the power of the American Dream.As a people,we Americans are unique in having such a thing,a more or less Official National Dream.(There is no correspondingly stirring Canadian Dream or Slovakian Dream.)It is part of our charter—as articulated in the second sentence of the Declaration of Independence,in the famous bit about“certain unalienable Rights”that include“Life,Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”—and it is what makes our country and our way of life attractive and magnetic to people in other lands.

But now fast-forward to the year 2009,the final Friday of January. The new president is surveying the dire economy he has been charged with righting—600,000 jobs lost in January alone,a gross domestic product that shrank 3.8 percent in the final quarter of 2008,the worst contraction in almost 30 years.Assessing these numbers,Barack Obama,a man who normally exudes hopefulness for a living,pronounces them a“continuing disaster for America’s working families,”a disaster that amounts to no less, he says,than“the American Dream in reverse.”

In reverse.Imagine this in terms of Hart’s life:out of the taxicab, back on the subway,back to the tenements,back to cramped cohabitation with Mom and Dad,back to gray mornings and the grim smell of actual want.

You probably don’t even have to imagine,for chances are that of late you have experienced some degree of reversal yourself,or at the very least have had friends or loved ones get laid off,lose their homes,or just find themselves forced to give up certain perks and amenities(restaurant meals, cable TV,salon haircuts)that were taken for granted as recently as a yearago.

These are tough times for the American Dream.As the safe routines of our lives have come undone,so has our characteristic optimism—not only our belief that the future is full of limitless possibility,but our faith that things will eventually return to normal,whatever“normal”was before the recession hit.There is even worry that the dream may be over—that we currently living Americans are the unfortunate ones who shall bear witness to that deflating moment in history when the promise of this country began to wither.This is the“sapping of confidence”that President Obama alluded to in his inaugural address,the“nagging fear that America’s decline is inevitable,and that the next generation must lower its sights.”

But let’s face it:If Moss Hart,like so many others,was able to rally from the depths of the Great Depression,then surely the viability of the American Dream isn’t in question.What needs to change is our expectation of what the dream promises—and our understanding of what that vague and promiscuously used term,“the American Dream,”is really supposed to mean.

In recent years,the term has often been interpreted to mean“making it big”or“striking it rich.”(As the cult of Brian De Palma’s Scarface has grown,so,disturbingly,has the number of people with a literal, celebratory read on its tagline:“He loved the American Dream.With a vengeance.”)Even when the phrase isn’t being used to describe the accumulation of great wealth,it’s frequently deployed to denote extreme success of some kind or other.Last year,I heard commentators say that Barack Obama achieved the American Dream by getting elected president, and that Philadelphia Phillies manager Charlie Manuel achieved the American Dream by leading his team to its first World Series title since 1980.

Yet there was never any promise or intimation of extreme success in the book that popularized the term,The Epic of America,by James Truslow Adams,published by Little,Brown and Company in 1931.(Yes,“the American Dream”is a surprisingly recent coinage;you’d think that these words would appear in the writings of Thomas Jefferson or Benjamin Franklin,but they don’t.)For a book that has made such a lasting contribution to our vocabulary,TheEpic of America is an offbeat piece of work—a sweeping,essayistic,highly subjective survey of this country’sdevelopment from Columbus’s landfall onward,written by a respected but solemn historian whose prim prose style was mocked as“spinach”by the waggish theater critic Alexander Woollcott.

But it’s a smart,thoughtful treatise.Adams’s goal wasn’t so much to put together a proper history of the U.S.as to determine,by tracing his country’s path to prominence,what makes this land so unlike other nations, so uniquely American.(That he undertook such an enterprise when he did, in the same grim climate in which Hart wrote Once in a Lifetime, reinforces how indomitably strong Americans’faith in their country remained during the Depression.)What Adams came up with was a construct he called“that American dream of a better,richer,and happier life for all our citizens of every rank.”

From the get-go,Adams emphasized the egalitarian nature of this dream.It started to take shape,he said,with the Puritans who fled religious persecution in England and settled New England in the 17th century.“[Their]migration was not like so many earlier ones in history, led by warrior lords with followers dependent on them,”he wrote,“but was one in which the common man as well as the leader was hoping for greater freedom and happiness for himself and his children.”

The Declarationof Independence took this concept even further,for it compelled the well-to-do upper classes to put the common man on an equal footing with them where human rights and self-governance were concerned—a nose-holding concession that Adams captured with exquisite comic passiveness in the sentence,“It had been found necessary to base the[Declaration’s]argument at last squarely on the rights of man.”Whereas the colonist upper classes were asserting their independence from the British Empire,“the lower classes were thinking not only of that,”Adams wrote,“but of their relations to their colonial legislatures and governing class.”

America was truly a new world,a place where one could live one’s life and pursue one’s goals unburdened by older societies’prescribed ideas of class,caste,and social hierarchy.Adams was unreserved in his wonderment over this fact.Breaking from his formal tone,he shifted into first-person mode in The Epic of America’s epilogue,noting a French guest’s remark that his most striking impression of the United States was“the way that everyone of every sort looks you right in the eye,without athought of inequality.”Adams also told a story of“a foreigner”he used to employ as an assistant,and how he and this foreigner fell into a habit of chitchatting for a bit after their day’s work was done.“Such a relationship was the great difference between America and his homeland,”Adams wrote.“There,he said,‘I would do my work and might get a pleasant word,but I could never sit and talk like this.There is a difference there between social grades which cannot be got over.I would not talk to you there as man to man,but as my employer.’”

Anecdotal as these examples are,they get to the crux of the American Dream as Adams saw it:that life in the United States offered personal liberties and opportunities to a degree unmatched by any other country in history—a circumstance that remains true today,some ill-considered clampdowns in the name of Homeland Security notwithstanding.This invigorating sense of possibility,though it is too often taken for granted,is the great gift of Americanness.Even Adams underestimated it.Not above the prejudices of his time,he certainly never saw Barack Obama’s presidency coming.While he correctly anticipated the eventual assimilation of the millions of Eastern and Southern European immigrants who arrived in the early 20th century to work in America’s factories,mines,and sweatshops,he entertained no such hopes for black people.Or,as he rather injudiciously put it,“After a generation or two,[the white-ethnic laborers]can be absorbed,whereas the negro cannot.”

It’s also worth noting that Adams did not deny that there is a material component to the American Dream.The Epic of America offers several variations on Adams’s definition of the dream(e.g.,“the American dream that life should be made richer and fuller for everyone and opportunity remain open to all”),but the word“richer”appears in all of them,and he wasn’t just talking about richness of experience.Yet Adams was careful not to overstate what the dream promises.In one of his final iterations of the“American Dream”trope,he described it as“that dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for every man,with opportunity for each according to his ability or achievement.”

That last part—“according to his ability or achievement”—is the tempering phrase,a shrewd bit of expectations management.A“better and richer life”is promised,but for most people this won’t be a rich person’slife.“Opportunity for each”is promised,but within the bounds of each person’s ability;the reality is,some people will realize the American Dream more stupendously and significantly than others.(For example, while President Obama is correct in saying,“Only in America is my story possible,”this does not make it true that anyone in America can be the next Obama.)Nevertheless,the American Dream is within reach for all those who aspire to it and are willing to put in the hours;Adams was articulating it as an attainable outcome,not as a pipe dream.

As the phrase“the American Dream”insinuated its way into the lexicon,its meaning continuously morphed and shifted,reflecting the hopes and wants of the day.Adams,in TheEpic of America,noted that one such major shift had already occurred in the republic’s history,before he’d given the dream its name.In 1890,the U.S.Census Bureau declared that there was no longer such a thing as the American frontier.This was not an official pronouncement but an observation in the bureau’s report that“the unsettled area has been so broken into by isolated bodies of settlement that there can hardly be said to be a frontier line.”

The tapering off of the frontier era put an end to the immature, individualistic,Wild West version of the American Dream,the one that had animated homesteaders,prospectors,wildcatters,and railroad men.“For a century and more,”Adams wrote,“our successive‘Wests’had dominated the thoughts of the poor,the restless,the discontented,the ambitious,as they had those of business expansionists and statesmen.”

But by the time Woodrow Wilson became president,in 1913—after the first national election in which every voter in the continental U.S.cast his ballot as a citizen of an established state—that vision had become passé.In fact,to hear the new president speak,the frontiersman’s version of the American Dream was borderline malevolent.Speaking in his inaugural address as if he had just attended a screening of There Will Be Blood,Wilson declared,“We have squandered a great part of what we might have used,and have not stopped to conserve the exceeding bounty of nature,without which our genius for enterprise would have been worthless and impotent.”Referencing both the end of the frontier and the rapid industrialization that arose in its aftermath,Wilson said,“There has been something crude and heartless and unfeeling in our haste to succeed and begreat…We have come now to the sober second thought.The scales of heedlessness have fallen from our eyes.We have made up our minds to square every process of our national life again with the standards we so proudly set up at the beginning.”

The American Dream was maturing into a shared dream,a societal compact that reached its apotheosis when Franklin Delano Roosevelt was sworn into office in 1933 and began implementing the New Deal.A“better and richer and fuller”life was no longer just what America promised its hardworking citizens individually;it was an ideal toward which these citizens were duty-bound to strive together.The Social Security Act of 1935 put this theory into practice.It mandated that workers and their employers contribute,via payroll taxes,to federally administered trust funds that paid out benefits to retirees—thereby introducing the idea of a“safe old age”with built-in protection from penury.

This was,arguably,the first time that a specific material component was ascribed to the American Dream,in the form of a guarantee that you could retire at the age of 65 and rest assured that your fellow citizens had your back.On January 31,1940,a hardy Vermonter named Ida May Fuller,a former legal secretary,became the very first retiree to receive a monthly Social Security benefit check,which totaled$22.54.As if to prove both the best hopes of Social Security’s proponents and the worst fears of its detractors,Fuller enjoyed a long retirement,collecting benefits all the way to her death in 1975,when she was 100 years old.

Still,the American Dream,in F.D.R.’s day,remained largely a set of deeply held ideals rather than a checklist of goals or entitlements.When Henry Luce published his famous essay“The American Century”in Life magazine in February 1941,he urged that the U.S.should no longer remain on the sidelines of World War II but use its might to promote this country’s“love of freedom,a feeling for the equality of opportunity,a tradition of self-reliance and independence,and also of cooperation.”Luce was essentially proposing that the American Dream—more or less as Adams had articulated it—serve as a global advertisement for our way of life,one to which non-democracies should be converted,whether by force or gentle coercion.(He was a missionary’s son.)

More soberly and less bombastically,Roosevelt,in his 1941 State ofthe Union address,prepared America for war by articulating the“four essential human freedoms”that the U.S.would be fighting for:“freedom of speech and expression”;“freedom of every person to worship God in his own way”;“freedom from want”;and“freedom from fear.”Like Luce, Roosevelt was upholding the American way as a model for other nations to follow—he suffixed each of these freedoms with the phrase“everywhere in the world”—but he presented the four freedoms not as the lofty principles of a benevolent super race but as the homespun,bedrock values of a good, hardworking,unextravagant people.

No one grasped this better than Norman Rockwell,who,stirred to action by Roosevelt’s speech,set to work on his famous“Four Freedoms” paintings:the one with the rough-hewn workman speaking his piece at a town meeting(Freedom of Speech);the one with the old lady praying in the pew(Freedom of Worship);the one with the Thanksgiving dinner(Freedom from Want);and the one with the young parents looking in on their sleeping children(Freedom from Fear).These paintings,first reproduced in The Saturday Evening Post in 1943,proved enormously popular,so much so that the original works were commandeered for a national tour that raised$133 million in U.S.war bonds,while the Office of War Information printed up four million poster copies for distribution.

Whatever your opinion of Rockwell(and I’m a fan),the resonance of the“Four Freedoms”paintings with wartime Americans offers tremendous insight into how U.S.citizens viewed their idealized selves.Freedom from Want,the most popular of all,is especially telling,for the scene it depicts is joyous but defiantly unostentatious.There is a happily gathered family, there are plain white curtains,there is a large turkey,there are some celery stalks in a dish,and there is a bowl of fruit,but there is not a hint of overabundance,overindulgence,elaborate table settings,ambitious seasonal centerpieces,or any other conventions of modern-day shelter-mag porn.

It was freedom from want,not freedom to want—a world away from the idea that the patriotic thing to do in tough times is go shopping.Though the germ of that idea would form shortly,not long after the war ended.

William J.Levitt was a Seabee in the Pacific theater during the war,a member of one of the Construction Battalions(CBs)of the U.S.Navy.One of his jobs was to build airfields at as fast a clip as possible,on the cheap.Levitt had already worked in his father’s construction business back home,and he held an option on a thousand acres of potato fields in Hempstead,New York,out on Long Island.Coming back from the war with newly acquired speed-building skills and a vision of all those returning G.I.’s needing homes,he set to work on turning those potato fields into the first Levittown.

Levitt had the forces of history and demographics on his side.The G. I.Bill,enacted in 1944,at the tail end of the New Deal,offered returning veterans low-interest loans with no money down to purchase a house—an ideal scenario,coupled with a severe housing shortage and a boom in young families,for the rapid-fire development of suburbia.

The first Levitt houses,built in 1947,had two bedrooms,one bathroom,a living room,a kitchen,and an unfinished loft attic that could theoretically be converted into another bedroom.The houses had no basements or garages,but they sat on lots of 60 by 100 feet,and—McMansionistas,take note—took up only 12 percent of their lot’s footprint.They cost about$8,000.

“Levittown”is today a byword for creepy suburban conformity,but Bill Levitt,with his Henry Ford—like acumen for mass production,played a crucial role in making home ownership a new tenet of the American Dream, especially as he expanded his operations to other states and inspired imitators.From 1900 to 1940,the percentage of families who lived in homes that they themselves owned held steady at around 45 percent.But by 1950 this figure had shot up to 55 percent,and by 1960 it was at 62 percent.Likewise,the homebuilding business,severely depressed during the war,revived abruptly at war’s end,going from 114,000 new singlefamily houses started in 1944 to 937,000 in 1946—and to 1.7 million in 1950.

Levitt initially sold his houses only to vets,but this policy didn’t hold for long;demand for a new home of one’s own wasn’t remotely limited to ex-G.I.’s,as the Hollywood filmmaker Frank Capra was astute enough to note in It’saWonderfulLife.In 1946,a full year before the first Levittown was populated,Capra’s creation George Bailey(played by Jimmy Stewart) cut the ribbon on his own eponymous suburban-tract development,BaileyPark,and his first customer wasn’t a war veteran but a hardworking Italian immigrant,the tremulously grateful saloonkeeper Mr.Martini.(An overachiever,Capra was both a war veteran and a hardworking Italian immigrant.)

Buttressed by postwar optimism and prosperity,the American Dream was undergoing another recalibration.Now it really did translate into specific goals rather than Adams’s more broadly defined aspirations.Home ownership was the fundamental goal,but,depending on who was doing the dreaming,the package might also include car ownership,television ownership(which multiplied from 6 million to 60 million sets in the U.S. between 1950 and 1960),and the intent to send one’s kids to college. The G.I.Bill was as crucial on that last count as it was to the housing boom.In providing tuition money for returning vets,it not only stocked the universities with new students—in 1947,roughly half of the nation’s college enrollees were ex-G.I.’s—but put the very idea of college within reach of a generation that had previously considered higher education the exclusive province of the rich and the extraordinarily gifted.Between 1940 and 1965,the number of U.S.adults who had completed at least four years of college more than doubled.

Nothing reinforced the seductive pull of the new,suburbanized American Dream more than the burgeoning medium of television,especially as its production nexus shifted from New York,where the grubby,schlubby shows The Honeymooners and The Phil Silvers Show were shot,to Southern California,where the sprightly,twinkly shows The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet,Father Knows Best,and Leave It to Beaver were made.While the former shows are actually more enduringly watchable and funny,the latter were the foremost“family”sitcoms of the 1950s—and,as such,the aspirational touchstones of real American families.

The Nelsons(Ozzie and Harriet),the Andersons(Father Knows Best),and the Cleavers(Leave It to Beaver)lived in airy houses even nicer than those that Bill Levitt built.In fact,the Nelson home in Ozzieand Harriet was a faithful replica of the two-story Colonial in Hollywood where Ozzie,Harriet,David,and Ricky Nelson really lived when they weren’t filming their show.The Nelsons also offered,in David and especially the swoonsome,guitar-strumming Ricky,two attractive exemplars of thatnewly ascendant and clout-wielding American demographic,the teenager.“The postwar spread of American values would be spearheaded by the idea of the teenager,”writes Jon Savage somewhat ominously in Teenage,his history of youth culture.“This new type was pleasure-seeking,producthungry,embodying the new global society where social inclusion was to be granted through purchasing power.”

Still,the American Dream was far from degenerating into the consumerist nightmare it would later become(or,more precisely,become mistaken for).What’s striking about the Ozzie and Harriet-style 50s dream is its relative modesty of scale.Yes,the TV and advertising portrayals of family life were antiseptic and too-too-perfect,but the dream homes,real and fictional,seem downright dowdy to modern eyes,with none of the“great room”pretensions and tricked-out kitchen islands that were to come.

Nevertheless,some social critics,such as the economist John Kenneth Galbraith,were already fretful.In his 1958 book The Affluent Society,a best-seller,Galbraith posited that America had reached an almost unsurpassable and unsustainable degree of mass affluence because the average family owned a home,one car,and one TV.In pursuing these goals,Galbraith said,Americans had lost a sense of their priorities, focusing on consumerism at the expense of public-sector needs like parks, schools,and infrastructure maintenance.At the same time,they had lost their parents’Depression-era sense of thrift,blithely taking out personal loans or enrolling in installment plans to buy their cars and refrigerators.

While these concerns would prove prescient,Galbraith severely underestimated the potential for average U.S.household income and spending power to grow further.The very same year that The Affluent Society came out,Bank of America introduced the BankAmericard,the forerunner to Visa,today the most widely used credit card in the world.

What unfolded over the next generation was the greatest standard-ofliving upgrade that this country had ever experienced:an economic sea change powered by the middle class’s newly sophisticated engagement in personal finance via credit cards,mutual funds,and discount brokerage houses—and its willingness to take on debt.

Consumer credit,which had already rocketed upward from$2.6billion to$45 billion in the postwar period(1945 to 1960),shot up to$105 billion by 1970.“It was as if the entire middle class was betting that tomorrow would be better than today,”as the financial writer Joe Nocera put it in his 1994 book,A Piece of the Action:How the Middle Class Joined the Money Class.“Thus did Americans begin to spend money they didn’t yet have;thus did the unaffordable become affordable.And thus,it must be said,did the economy grow.”

Before it spiraled out of control,the“money revolution,”to use Nocera’s term for this great middle-class financial engagement,really did serve the American Dream.It helped make life“better and richer and fuller”for a broad swath of the populace in ways that our Depression-era forebears could only have imagined.

To be glib about it,the Brady family’s way of life was even sweeter than the Nelson family’s.TheBradyBunch,which debuted in 1969,in The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet’s old Friday-night-at-eight slot on ABC, occupied the same space in the American psyche of the 70s as Ozzie and Harriet had in the 50s:as the middle class’s American Dream wishfulfillment fantasy,again in a generically idyllic Southern California setting. But now there were two cars in the driveway.Now there were annual vacations at the Grand Canyon and an improbably caper-filled trip to Hawaii.(The average number of airplane trips per American household, less than one per year in 1954,was almost three per year in 1970.)And the house itself was snazzier—that open-plan living area just inside the Brady home’s entryway,with the“floating”staircase leading up to the bedrooms,was a major step forward in fake-nuclear-family living.

By 1970,for the first time,more than half of all U.S.families held at least one credit card.But usage was still relatively conservative:only 22 percent of cardholders carried a balance from one month’s bill to the next. Even in the so-called go-go 80s,this figure hovered in the 30s,compared to 56 percent today.But it was in the 80s that the American Dream began to take on hyperbolic connotations,to be conflated with extreme success: wealth,basically.The representative TV families,whether benignly genteel(the Huxtables on The Cosby Show)or soap-opera bonkers(the Carringtons on Dynasty),were undeniably rich.“Who says you can’t have it all?”went the jingle in a ubiquitous beer commercial from the era,whichonly got more alarming as it went on to ask,“Who says you can’t have the world without losing your soul?”

The deregulatory atmosphere of the Reagan years—the loosening of strictures on banks and energy companies,the reining in of the Justice Department’s antitrust division,the removal of vast tracts of land from the Department of the Interior’s protected list—was,in a sense,a calculated regression to the immature,individualistic American Dream of yore;not for nothing did Ronald Reagan(and,later,far less effectively,George W. Bush)go out of his way to cultivate a frontiersman’s image,riding horses, chopping wood,and reveling in the act of clearing brush.

To some degree,this outlook succeeded in rallying middle-class Americans to seize control of their individual fates as never before—to“Go for it!,”as people in yellow ties and red braces were fond of saying at the time.In one of Garry Trudeau’s finest moments from the 80s,a Doonesbury character was shown watching a political campaign ad in which a woman concluded her pro-Reagan testimonial with the tagline“Ronald Reagan…because I’m worth it.”

But this latest recalibration saw the American Dream get decoupled from any concept of the common good(the movement to privatize Social Security began to take on momentum)and,more portentously,from the concepts of working hard and managing one’s expectations.You only had to walk as far as your mailbox to discover that you’d been“pre-approved”for six new credit cards,and that the credit limits on your existing cards had been raised without your even asking.Never before had money been freer, which is to say,never before had taking on debt become so guiltless and seemingly consequence-free—at both the personal and institutional levels. President Reagan added$1 trillion to the national debt,and in 1986,the United States,formerly the world’s biggest creditor nation,became the world’s biggest debtor nation.Perhaps debt was the new frontier.

A curious phenomenon took hold in the 1990s and 2000s.Even as the easy credit continued,and even as a sustained bull market cheered investors and papered over the coming mortgage and credit crises that we now face, Americans were losing faith in the American Dream—or whatever it was they believed the American Dream to be.A CNN poll taken in 2006 found that more than half of those surveyed,54 percent,considered theAmerican Dream unachievable—and CNN noted that the numbers were nearly the same in a 2003 poll it had conducted.Before that,in 1995,a Business Week/Harris poll found that two-thirds of those surveyed believed the American Dream had become harder to achieve in the past 10 years, and three-fourths believed that achieving the dream would be harder still in the upcoming 10 years.

To the writer Gregg Easterbrook,who at the beginning of this decade was a visiting fellow in economics at the Brookings Institution,this was all rather puzzling,because,by the definition of any prior American generation,the American Dream had been more fully realized by more people than ever before.While acknowledging that an obscene amount of America’s wealth was concentrated in the hands of a small group of ultrarich,Easterbrook noted that“the bulk of the gains in living standards—the gains that really matter—have occurred below the plateau of wealth.”

By nearly every measurable indicator,Easterbrook pointed out in 2003,life for the average American had gotten better than it used to be. Per capita income,adjusted for inflation,had more than doubled since 1960.Almost 70 percent of Americans owned the places they lived in, versus under 20 percent a century earlier.Furthermore,U.S.citizens averaged 12.3 years of education,tops in the world and a length of time in school once reserved solely for the upper class.

Yet when Easterbrook published these figures in a book,the book was called The Progress Paradox:How Life Gets Better While People Feel Worse.He was paying attention not only to the polls in which people complained that the American Dream was out of reach,but to academic studies by political scientists and mental-health experts that detected a marked uptick since the midcentury in the number of Americans who considered themselves unhappy.

The American Dream was now almost by definition unattainable,a moving target that eluded people’s grasp;nothing was ever enough.It compelled Americans to set unmeetable goals for themselves and then consider themselves failures when these goals,inevitably,went unmet.In examining why people were thinking this way,Easterbrook raised an important point.“For at least a century,”he wrote,“Western life has been dominated by a revolution of rising expectations:Each generationexpected more than its antecedent.Now most Americans and Europeans already have what they need,in addition to considerable piles of stuff they don’t need.”

This might explain the existential ennui of the well-off,attractive, solipsistic kids on Laguna Beach(2004-2006)and The Hills(2006-2009),the MTV reality soaps that represent the curdling of the whole Southern California wish-fulfillment genre on television.Here were affluent beach-community teens enriching themselves further not even by acting or working in any real sense,but by allowing themselves to be filmed as they sat by campfires maundering on about,like,how much their lives suck.

In the same locale that begat these programs,Orange County,there emerged a Bill Levitt of McMansions,an Iranian-born entrepreneur named Hadi Makarechian whose company,Capital Pacific Holdings,specializes in building tract-housing developments for multi-millionaires,places with names like Saratoga Cove and Ritz Pointe.In a 2001 profile of Makarechian in The New Yorker,David Brooks mentioned that the builder had run into zoning restrictions on his latest development,called Oceanfront,that prevented the“entry statement”—the walls that mark the entrance to the development—from being any higher than four feet.Noted Brooks drolly,“The people who are buying homes in Oceanfront are miffed about the small entry statement.”Nothing was ever enough.

An extreme example,perhaps,but not misrepresentative of the national mind-set.It says a lot about our buying habits and constant need for new,better stuff that Congress and the Federal Communications Commission were utterly comfortable with setting a hard 2009 date for the switchover from analog to digital television broadcasting—pretty much assuming that every American household owns or will soon own a flat-panel digital TV—even though such TVs have been widely available for only five years.(As recently as January 2006,just 20 percent of U.S.households owned a digital television,and the average price point for such a television was still above a thousand dollars.)

In hewing to the misbegotten notion that our standard of living must trend inexorably upward,we entered in the late 90s and early 00s into what might be called the Juiceball Era of the American Dream—a time of steroidally outsize purchasing and artificially inflated numbers.AsEasterbrook saw it,it was no longer enough for people to keep up with the Joneses;no,now they had to“call and raise the Joneses.”

“Bloated houses,”he wrote,“arise from a desire to call-and-raisethe-Joneses—surely not from a belief that a seven-thousand-square-foot house that comes right up against the property setback line would be an ideal place in which to dwell.”More ominously and to the point:“To calland-raise-the-Joneses,Americans increasingly take on debt.”

This personal debt,coupled with mounting institutional debt,is what has got usin the hole we’re in now.While it remains a laudable proposition for a young couple to secure a low-interest loan for the purchase of their first home,the more recent practice of running up huge credit-card bills to pay for,well,whatever,has come back to haunt us.The amount of outstanding consumer debt in the U.S.has gone up every year since 1958, and up an astonishing 22 percent since 2000 alone.The financial historian and V.F.contributor Niall Ferguson reckons that the over-leveraging of America has become especially acute in the last 10 years,with the U.S.’s debt burden,as a proportion of the gross domestic product,“in the region of 355 percent,”he says.“So,debt is three and a half times the output of the economy.That’s some kind of historic maximum.”

James Truslow Adams’s words remind us that we’re still fortunate to live in a country that offers us such latitude in choosing how we go about our lives and work—even in this crapola economy.Still,we need to challenge some of the middle-class orthodoxies that have brought us to this point—not least the notion,widely promulgated throughout popular culture,that the middle class itself is a soul-suffocating dead end.

The middle class is a good place to be,and,optimally,where most Americans will spend their lives if they work hard and don’t over-extend themselves financially.One American Idol,Simon Cowell has done a great many youngsters a great service by telling them that they’re not going to Hollywood and that they should find some other line of work.The American Dream is not fundamentally about stardom or extreme success;in recalibrating our expectations of it,we need to appreciate that it is not an all-or-nothing deal—that it is not,as in hip-hop narratives and in Donald Trump’s brain,a stark choice between the penthouse and the streets.

And what about the outmoded proposition that each successivegeneration in the United States must live better than the one that preceded it?While this idea is still crucial to families struggling in poverty and to immigrants who’ve arrived here in search of a better life than that they left behind,it’s no longer applicable to an American middle class that lives more comfortably than any version that came before it.(Was this not one of the cautionary messages of the most thoughtful movie of 2008,Wall-E) I’m no champion of downward mobility,but the time has come to consider the idea of simple continuity:the perpetuation of a contented,sustainable middle-class way of life,where the standard of living remains happily constant from one generation to the next.

This is not a matter of any generation’s having to“lower its sights,”to use President Obama’s words,nor is it a denial that some children of lowerand middle-class parents will,through talent and/or good fortune,strike it rich and bound precipitously into the upper class.Nor is it a moony, nostalgic wish for a return to the scrappy 30s or the suburban 50s,because any sentient person recognizes that there’s plenty about the good old days that wasn’t so good:the original Social Security program pointedly excluded farm-workers and domestics(i.e.,poor rural laborers and minority women),and the original Levittown didn’t allow black people in.

But those eras do offer lessons in scale and self-control.The American Dream should require hard work,but it should not require 80-hour workweeks and parents who never see their kids from across the dinner table.The American Dream should entail a first-rate education for every child,but not an education that leaves no extra time for the actual enjoyment of childhood.The American Dream should accommodate the goal of home ownership,but without imposing a lifelong burden of unmeetable debt.Above all,the American Dream should be embraced as the unique sense of possibility that this country gives its citizens—the decent chance,as Moss Hart would say,to scale the walls and achieve what you wish.
(9)




6.2.2　American Materialism

In Western cultures,of which the American culture is a variation,there have existed such ideas that man and nature are separated and that man is the master of all.The ideas have resulted in the superior attitude of Westerners toward the physical world and brought about the rapid development of science and technology in the Western countries.To Westerners including Americans,technology is the key to the conquest of nature and social progress as well as the criterion by which to measure social progress.They believe that nature and the physical world should be controlled by man and used to serve man,who is unparalleled on earth.In the eyes of American pioneers,the Wild West was their enemy.To conquer it was their duty.If man always proves to be impotent whenever faced with the challenges of nature,most probably he will become helpless in the social and political life.However,man is a mixture of sins and goodness.No man is a god or a saint.Man can be changed via the change of the environment and human effort.A man’s success or failure,first and foremost,depends on his attitudes toward himself and then toward the outside world.

Indeed,for more than 200 years in America,the American Dream has been linked to material wealth and Americans’inventions have been closely related to their desire to conquer nature and enjoy life(efficiency).Their dote on material wealth and comforts originated from their basic beliefs and values that private property is sacred and inviolable and that hedonism in some degree is understandable.Material wealth is one of their personal rights,and the self-made wealth is most appreciated in the country.When staying abroad,they tend to judge the progress or civilization level of the local society by the standard of material wealth and social welfare.

Geela,
(10)

 an award-winning singer,composer,columnist, and author of the best-selling book The American Dream, discussed in her article“Is America Losing Its Religion?”the issue of the materialistic-driven society of America.Based on her successful story as an immigrant to the United States,her observation of and insight into American materialism present a distinctive perspective and referential view to us.The following excerpts are from her article“Is America Losing Its Religion?”:
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Fig.19　The Cathedral in Savannah,Georgia,U.S.A.(2008)

In a materialistic-driven society where vanity,not virtue,is worshipped,all the things we used to hold dear like,religion,marriage, family,loyalty,faithfulness,hard work,and being of service to the community are no longer sacred.Instead,consumerism,in the spirit of“He with the most toys lives”rather than“He with the most joys lives”is promoted and driven by profit and greed to the point that even a holiday like Christmas is now more of a marketing concept and devoid of any real meaning.

The media,especially Hollywood,is also at fault.Rather than celebrating excellence and the human spirit,by promoting positive concepts such as personal responsibility,making a difference,tolerance,kindness, giving and sensitivity to the human condition,the media produces shows and movies that celebrate human weakness,vanity and perversion.These productions promote social ills such as anti-social behavior,excessive self-indulgence and entitlement,instant gratification,greed,corruption, compromised integrity and obsession with external,shallow values, including the obsession with fame,fortune,and youth.This has led to a significant increase in substance abuse,senseless violence in our schools, and increased teen suicide.…

You can blame it all on the pursuit of the American Dream,as we know it,which is an illusion based on a materialistic values system characterized by corruption,greed,compromised integrity and the erosion of morality whereby the love of power overcomes the power of love.It certainly does not represent the true spirit of America,which was based on perspiration,innovation,risk and reward and where the focus used to be on a strong work ethic,high integrity,family and community.All of which created a nation of producers with an enviable prosperity that created real joy and fulfillment.…

It’s obvious that America has gone off track and is in desperate need for healing and revival if we are to maintain a free and thriving nation,not to mention our leadership in the international arena.The solution to restoring our spirits and our economy is through increased awareness and by reconnecting with our spiritual roots.Awareness can be used as a useful tool to better understand the unity of life,our place in the universe and ourselves.By understanding ourselves better,we come to understand God as the source and the destination.

In other words,everything we do must be driven by spirit and spiritfilled.That’s because we are spiritual beings experiencing the human experience and not the other way around.As such we were meant and designed to live a life of meaning and purpose by recognizing the unity of life and living in harmony with the universal laws that are characterized by integrity and the honoring of all living things.In this way we can actually produce real hope,real joy and fulfillment,real peace(both inner and outer),ultimately leading to total prosperity in the true spirit of the American Dream.
(11)



Like Geela and David Kamp,a lot of critics hold the view that American materialism has led to commodity fetishism and a materialistic-driven society where vanity,not virtue,is worshipped,which has in turn led to a techno-determinism and instrumentalism society where the true spirit of the American Dream is lost.It is true that materialism with its consequences such as“Money talks”,pragmatism,commodity fetishism and techno-determinism dominates American society as well as the mainstream thoughts there.From the positive viewpoint,the United States,just because of its overdue materialism,has developed into the most influential superpower on earth so far.And,from the negative viewpoint,Americans encounter both jeers and admiration also for this.That is to say,they are either regarded as“shallow materialists”and“dollar-chasers”without any moral and behavior philosophies to obey and without any high taste for life or seen as“diligent doers”and“go-getters”with efficient,practical work and life philosophy as well as economic strength.

It is easy for onlookers to criticize or find fault with players of the game,for they can see most of the game.Also, it is not easy for them to see through the game,for as nonparticipants they are apt to watch flowers in the fog.And,in the case of the American culture,the game seems so elusive and tricky.No matter how people see it—whether it is idealized or demonized,bubbled or mysticized,it is an objective reality on earth.

To be sure,it is a painful and hard labor to produce an all-around and precise survey of cultures of a great nation,like the United States or China or India.In fact,it is almost impossible to achieve the above goal,and for this reason,this book on Americans and their culture was originally intended to simply achieve part of it.Now,a part of the goal has been achieved.If the questions like“Who are Americans?”,“What has made them?”,“Is there a polymerized or unified American culture?”and“Is America the Paradise or the Hell?”are raised again,the answers would be much clearer.

【注释】
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(10)
 Geela is an award-winning singer,songwriter,composer,columnist,and author of the best-selling book TheAmerican Dream.In her book,she narrates a true life story of how she came to America as a young immigrant with nothing and overcame incredible obstacles to achieve mega-success.She founded ONE SPIRIT,ONE WORLD to help children and promote a culture of peace and harmony.
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