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前言

多年前，我坐在地铁里，手里拿着一本《新托福官方指南》随便翻阅着。书很厚，内容很繁复，而再过两周我就要去新航道学校试讲，应聘托福考试讲师。我心里并没有底，这么多内容要怎么看？如果看不明白又怎么讲？一路上，我内心十分纠结，想着是否要放弃？毕竟，当老师并不在我的职业规划范畴内，我其实还可以选择去500强企业、投资银行、跨国公司，因为我认为这些地方或许才是我职业的归宿。所以抱着一种“玩票儿”的心态，我在家宅了两周，研读新托福考试的口语部分，试图参透其中的玄机。我相信凭着自己在国外读书、工作时练就的口语能力，再结合托福口语考试的游戏规则，总结出一些高效、实用的解题思路和技巧不算什么难事。就这样，两周后，我来到了新航道，排在应聘老师的队伍中，准备试讲。

试讲时间不长，大概20分钟，为了这短暂的试讲，我已反复预演了N多遍，内容背得非常熟练。可实战情况和模拟实战之间总是存在着太多的差距和不可控、不可预知的因素。不得不承认，我有舞台恐惧症。暴露在众目睽睽之下，我感到恐惧，腿脚打颤。在高压的环境下，人的大脑会短路，准备的很多内容都用不上，现场和想象有太多不同。一些自以为是笑点或知识点的东西得不到下面的反应，引起不了共鸣。抛出去的信息，得不到及时的回应，后面内容就无法展开，那种感觉太难受了。为了避免冷场的尴尬，我的大脑飞速转动，不断地排列组合预制的各种内容，拆了东墙补西墙。那时，我满头大汗，口干舌燥，最后在惊魂未定时被喊了停，然后是被“批斗”。虽说被“批斗”是老套路，是例行公事，我也有心理准备。但身临其境时，还是需要有足够的涵养和强大的定力，否则在这艰难的时刻，压抑的气氛会让你否定自己的一切，会让你感觉被在场所有的人抛弃，你的思绪也会是一片混乱，行将崩溃。强烈的挫败感、羞臊、失落会不断考验着你内心所能承受的底线。往往就在此时，崩溃与胜利只差分毫。如果你的意志力足够坚定，那么在短暂的“批斗会”后你将迎来光明。你会发现之前的打击只不过是浮云，是障眼法。但要是真被迷惑了，你就会否定自己，从而一蹶不振，并在今后的一段时间内失去信心，放弃很多机会。而如果凭借足够的勇气挨过了这些猛烈的打击，那么沉淀下来的承受力以及处变不惊的能力将使你的信心坚如磐石。你不再轻视自己，不再妄自菲薄，纵使满天阴云，不断地被否定，只要信念还在，之前的一切摔打、磨砺都将是日后发展的动力。

日月如梭，若干年后，我有幸成为新航道学校托福主讲教师。每次开班，在面对那许多素昧平生的崭新面孔时，我还会问自己是否畏惧。是的，我曾畏惧过，因为没有人天生就是教师，或托福科班出身。拿着话筒面对台下的90、95后，我曾感到紧张、不安，我怕hold不住场。但我倔强，不轻言放弃，就这样一天天磨练着我的耐心与韧性。我曾郁郁不得志，身陷炼狱，也曾青云直上，登堂入室。经历过无数的困惑与考验后，终于有一天我不再畏惧，可以从容不迫、诙谐自如地面对我的学生们，并将我的所学、感触与经验告诉他们，希望他们满载而归。

在这充满平淡、失望和苦涩的现实中修炼，很多人的信念被磨灭，他们变得懒惰或丧失了斗志，他们是消极的一群人。而有些人积累了经验，练就了能力，并在机会来临时“爆发了小宇宙”，燃烧了体内的激情和潜能。他们抢夺了先机，把握住自己的命运，成为自己生命的主宰，他们是积极的一群人。在新托福教学第一线摸爬滚打的这几年里，我也完成了从对职业生涯的迷茫与摇摆到坚定不移地开拓自己事业的蜕变。在不断积累教学经验的同时，丰富《新托福口语真经》系列的内容。从《新托福口语真经2》的真题+答案到《新托福口语真经4》的万能理由、速记方法等，一步步精益求精，以期能帮助学生们克服困难，并解决“只可意会不可言传”的解题困惑与无奈，真正提高他们的实力，使他们考出理想的成绩。

本书收录了18套2012年中国大陆区托福口语考试真题，并分别对每套题做了详细的讲解。让我们来看看这本书对托福口语有哪些帮助：

一、将36个独立口语任务的题目汇总、分类，并为每一类话题提供了万能理由
 ，帮助同学们解决临场思维短路、词穷的难题。

二、提供简洁、实用的笔记
 ，攻克听力速记的障碍。本书的每一道综合口语任务都编入了详细的笔记，分析了在听对话或讲座时应该记录什么内容，以及如何记录。

三、提供了答题模板
 。可帮助同学们在最短的时间内看着笔记内容有逻辑地娓娓道来。

四、精心编写了参考答案
 。可帮助同学们练就正确、规范的语言表达习惯，满足ETS对高分的要求，还可帮助同学们合理分配答题时间，最终在规定时间内逻辑清晰、发音准确、语言流畅地说出高分答案。

另外，本书收录的18套口语真题仅是2012年中国大陆区46场托福口语考试的一部分，这些场次的考试大部分重复了北美地区2010年至2011年的托福考试内容，由于篇幅所限，本书无法全部收录。更多2012年新托福考试的口语真题详见作者博客：http://blog.sina.com.cn/u/2750317361（或在百度中搜索“长远口语真经”）。

最后，希望本书的解题技巧和真题讲解能够帮助同学们攻破托福口语25分这个瓶颈，考出理想成绩，并为以后的英语口语交流奠定坚实的基础。

常远

2013年5月



2012年中国大陆新托福口语考试日期以及重复考试统计表

（专色字体表示本书收录的口语真题）

[image: 005-1]


[image: 005-2]


[image: 006-1]


[image: 006-2]


纵观2012年中国大陆所有场次的托福考试，我们可以得出以下结论：


	全年46场考试除3场新题外，其他题目都出自2010年和2011年北美地区的托福考题，因此重复过去两年内北美考题是一个普遍规律
 。

	6次加场均为北美和大陆旧题，因此加场不是新题
 ，考生大可放心报名。

	全年考试只有3场新题，因此新题不会频繁出现
 。

	今年的考试将重复过去两年北美考试题目，即2013年大部分托福考试题目均出自2011年和2012年的北美考题
 。因此，如果能够获得过去两年的北美考题，并从中找到一定的出题规律，预测出小范围的考试题目，并针对这些题目加以练习，考生可事半功倍，在新托福口语部分的考试中取得好成绩。





第一章

托福iBT口语考试简介

口语考试界面

① Independent Tasks — Task 1

[image: 009-1]


提示界面出现，提示音之后有15秒准备时间，然后是45秒的答题时间。

② Independent Tasks — Task 2

[image: 009-2-1]


提示界面出现，提示音之后有15秒准备时间，然后是45秒的答题时间。

③ Integrated Tasks — Task 3

[image: 010-1]


画面出现之后，有45秒的时间阅读短文。

[image: 010-2-1]


听一段与阅读短文有关的对话。

[image: 010-3-1]


提问界面出现，提示音之后有30秒准备时间，答题时间为60秒。

④ Integrated Tasks — Task 4

[image: 010-4-1]


画面出现之后，有45秒的时间阅读短文。

[image: 010-5-1]


听一段与阅读短文有关的课堂讲座。

[image: 010-6-1]


提问界面出现，提示音之后有30秒准备时间，答题时间为60秒。

⑤ Integrated Tasks — Task 5

[image: 011-1]


听一段对话。

[image: 011-2-1]


提问界面出现，提示音之后有20秒准备时间，答题时间为60秒。

⑥ Integrated Tasks — Task 6

[image: 011-3-1]


听一段课堂讲座。

[image: 011-4-1]


提问界面出现，提示音之后有20秒准备时间，答题时间为60秒。


口语考试题型介绍

① Independent Tasks

[image: 012-1]


② Integrated Tasks
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口语考试评分标准

① 评分标准简介

The responses to all Speaking tasks are digitally recorded and sent to ETS's Online Scoring Network. The responses from each test taker are scored by at least three different human raters. In addition, some of the tasks are scored by two raters in order to check the reliability of the ratings. The response for each task is rated on a scale of 0 to 4 according to the standards (rubrics). The average of all six ratings is converted to a scaled score of 0 to 30.

所有口语考试的回答都以数字录音的形式被送往ETS的在线评分网络。每一名考生的回答都会由至少三名评委参与评分。而且为了检验分数的可信度，个别题目还会由两名考官评分。对每个题目的回答都按照评分标准在0到4分的范围内进行评分。然后将六个题目的平均分按照分数换算表转换成0到30分的等级分。

Raters evaluate the test taker's ability in topic development, delivery, and language use. For topic development, raters consider whether the test taker has addressed the task and conveyed relevant information. They also consider whether the test taker has effectively synthesized and summarized the information in the integrated tasks. Raters evaluate if the delivery of the response is clear and smooth, and whether the delivery is consistent throughout the response for overall intelligibility. Lastly, raters evaluate the range and accuracy of the test taker's vocabulary and grammar.

评委将从“话题的展开”、“表达”以及“语言的使用”三个方面来评价考生的口语能力。就“话题的展开”而言，评委将考查考生是否回答了问题并表述了相关信息。在综合口语任务中，还对考生是否能够归纳、总结信息这一项进行考核。此外，评委们同时也会评定考生的“表达”是否清晰、流畅，对整个问题的回答是否连贯、易懂。最后，他们也会评价考生的词汇和语法运用是否多变且准确。

分数换算表：

[image: 013-1]


② 独立任务评分标准

[image: 013-2-1]
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③ 综合任务评分标准
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以上是《新托福考试官方指南》给出的托福口语考试的评分标准。我们发现2分及1分的评分标准已经比较低了，所以一般参加过培训的考生都可以应对2分及1分的标准。总体来看，新托福口语考试中取得4分的难度很大，而3分是可以在培训后达到的。

总的来说，ETS的评分标准可以简化为以下三点：

1) Delivery:
 How clear your speech is. Good responses are those in which the speech is fluid and clear, with good pronunciation, natural pacing, and natural-sounding intonation patterns.

2) Language Use:
 How effectively you use grammar and vocabulary to convey your ideas. Raters will be looking to see how well you can control both basic and more complex language structures and use appropriate vocabulary.

3) Topic Development:
 How fully you answer the question and how coherently you present your ideas. Good responses generally use all or most of the time allotted, and the relationship between ideas and the progression from one idea to the next is clear and easy to follow.



第二章

万能理由攻克独立口语任务

你是否能够根据自己的经历或想法，在45秒钟的答题时间内，以清晰准确的发音、流畅自如的语速回答第一题（Task 1）和第二题（Task 2）所提出的各类话题，包括人物、地点、事物、校园生活、个人观点等？也许时间太短，你来不及组织思路，或者有想法但无法瞬间将其脱口而出。那么现在就让我们从问题的要求出发，总结一些精准高效的万能理由来帮助大家攻克独立口语任务中思路与表达的壁垒。

第一题（Task 1）— Personal Free Choice

五大万能理由开拓独立口语第一题解题新思路。

本书收录的大部分独立口语第一题的解题思路可参考下面五类万能理由：

1. Event: Serving Community

2. Time to Relax

3. Way to Study

4. Challenge

5. Change

同学们需要将这些万能理由熟记于心，因为它们会在考场上助你一臂之力。

以下每个题目除了配有万能答案之外，作者还附上了个性化答案。同学们可参考两种版本的答案，把握独立口语任务的解题思路，摆脱词穷的困境。

① Event: Serving Community

如果问题涉及事件（Event）的相关内容，我们可以联想到某段经历对个人成长起到的作用。如此设计出来的万能理由可以辐射很多问题。请研读下面的内容：


万能思路


(1) Being responsible （这段经历让我更有责任心）


	care for others > self

	e.g. with primary students →help with their reading

	become patient

	know their way of thinking

	∴comfort & encourage the young students



(2) Change my personality （这段经历让我的性格更加开朗）


	become open and sociable

	communicate with others

	↑ interpersonal skills




万能答案


以下是将上述思路展开为具体的答案内容，请同学们认真研读并记忆。


Requiring high school students to participate in voluntary community service can help develop our sense of being responsible and improve our social and interpersonal skills.

First, serving the communities makes me care more for others rather than pay more attention to myself. For example, I spent quite a while with some primary students last year, helping them with their reading. In some ways I became responsible and patient to the young boys and girls. I realized their way of thinking and what they like or dislike. Therefore, I could comfort them when they were sad and encourage them when they felt sorrow.

Also, this experience shapes my personality. I became more open and social than before and I started to enjoy communicating with others. My interpersonal skills have been improved thanks to this activity.




适用题目


独立口语任务的第一二题每次考试的题目各异，但答题思路非常相似。考生只需要利用15秒的准备时间思考开头段落如何展开，以过渡到事先准备好的万能理由就可以了。例如：

（2012年1月8日）

Describe a social activity you have participated in. (另请参考个性化答案
 )


The social activity that I have benefited a lot from is a voluntary community service I participated in last year. （过渡句）

First, serving the communities makes me care more for others rather than pay more attention to myself. For example…

Also, this experience shapes my personality. I became …



（2012年9月20日）

What is the best sort of education system for your country? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


The best sort of education system in my country is to provide students with a chance to serve for the community and thus make them learn and experience a lot through this activity.

First, …

Also, …



（2012年10月13日）

Do you agree or disagree with the statement that schools should require an annual 40 hours of community service from their students? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


Personally speaking, I believe that requiring students to serve 40 hours annually for their communities is very important for their own good. And I have two reasons.

First,…

And also …



（2012年11月18日）

Talk about an organization or a club that you would like to join. Explain why you would like to join this organization or club. (另请参考个性化答案
 )


The organization I'd like to join is the voluntary community service in my local society. And I have two reasons.

First,…

And also I believe…



（2012年12月2日）

In your opinion, what are some important characteristics of a good school? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


Well, I think the most significant feature of a good school is to offer its students opportunity to serve for their community in order to develop their sense of responsibility and social interpersonal skills.



② Time to Relax

学生一定要找时间放松。


万能思路


(1) Better concentration（让我更好地集中精力）


	students ↑ workloads, clear mind & good sleep

	∵mind ×focus, if ↑stress & sleep deprivation

	∴break →↑performance at work



(2) Good health（让我的身体更健康）


	maintain good health

	study ↑→ harmful → physical health, e.g. eyes problems/headache

	so need to relax, e.g. deep and slower breathing/cooking/stretching out arms and legs/doing sports with friends/raising pets…（这部分内容的不同，使得万能理由可以套用更多的题目。如：最喜欢的体育活动、平时喜欢和朋友做什么、最好的放松方式是什么或如何利用空闲时间等话题。）

	keep healthy and happy




万能答案



Finding time to relax is very important for students.

First, it provides better concentration. Students with heavy workloads need to clear their mind and acquire good sleep, because their mind won't focus if there are too much stress and sleep deprivation. So taking a break can improve their performance at work.

Also, I think relaxation can help maintain good health, and spending too much time on study is harmful to our physical health and can lead to eyes problems and headache. Therefore, taking a break such as having deep and slower breathing/cooking/stretching out arms and legs/doing sports with friends/walking dogs in the park…can keep us healthy and happy.




适用题目


（2012年2月25日）

What are the benefits of owning pets? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I believe the benefits of owning pets are to relax oneself and keep a good health.

First, playing with pets for a little while can help us concentrate better when we continue our study. Students with heavy workloads need to refresh their mind, because their mind won't work properly if they study too long. So owning pets can help release their pressure and make them focus.

Second, relaxation such as walking dogs in the park can help students maintain good health…



（2012年9月8日）

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? College students should not be allowed to keep pets in their dormitories. (另请参考个性化答案
 )


答案参考上一题，需略作修改。



（2012年3月4日）

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All students should take a cooking class. (另请参考个性化答案
 )


Personally speaking, students should learn to cook because cooking can help release their pressure and also help them stretch out their arms and legs especially after a long time of study.

First, taking a break such as cooking with friends can refresh students' mind and set them free from their studies. It is very important because their mind won't work and focus if they study too much.

Second, cooking can allow students to move for a little while, which is very important for their physical health. Sitting in a place for a long period of time is harmful to their body and can lead to eyes problems and headache...



（注：同学们可以根据答题需要编辑后面的内容。切忌答案过长，点到为止即可。）

（2012年12月8日）

What advice will you give your friend if he wants to study in your country? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I would suggest my friend learn to cook because cooking can release his pressure and also…

First, taking a break such as cooking with friends can refresh his mind…

Second, cooking can allow him to move for a little while, which is very important for his physical health...



（2012年9月16日）

Describe the difference between two schools you have studied at. (另请参考个性化答案
 )

回答此题，可分别摘录万能理由1和2。请参考下面答案：


I've attended two schools during my high school study. And they are different.

The first school pays more attention to physical education and offers fitness class in the hope of building strong and healthy physical condition for students.


	Too much study →harmful →health

	So take break → focus better on studies



The other school offers students chance to participate in community service to make students become responsible and sociable…



③ Way to Study

学生除了需要放松之外，还要懂得如何有效率地学习。这个话题是永恒的考点，请同学们多加留意。


万能思路


A serious attitude toward study is the most important part of improving grades. 严谨认真的学习态度是提高成绩的关键。

(1) Make your own schedule（做一个日程表）


	dates of important tasks, e.g. tests, presentation, and deadline of research papers

	revise it if necessary

	× working under tight schedule

（注：下面两行可作为“备胎”支持观点）

	leave few days before the deadline

	reconsider, correct, and edit



(2) Set goals and objectives（制订一个可行的目标、计划）


	goals→achievable

	be realistic → achieve

	e.g. 200 words →×possible

50 words → possible




万能答案



A serious attitude toward study is the most important part of improving grades.

First, I would suggest my friend make his own schedule and highlight the dates of important tasks such as exams, presentation, and the deadlines of research papers. The schedule might be revised if necessary so that my friend could complete everything on time and avoid working under great pressure.

Also, my friend needs to set a goal that he can accomplish. A goal is achievable if it is realistic. For example, it might be impossible to remember 200 English words a day. But memorizing 50 of them might be reasonable and easy to achieve.




适用题目


（2012年3月10日）

Your friend wants to improve his score in class, do you have any suggestions? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I would say a serious attitude toward study is the most important part to improve my friend's grades in class.

First, I would suggest my friend make his own schedule and…

Also, my friend needs to set a goal that he can accomplish…



（2012年9月23日）

How do you make sure to finish all your assignments on schedule? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I have two tips to make sure to finish my assignments on time.

First, I would make my own schedule and…

Also, I need to set a goal that I can accomplish…



④ Challenge


万能思路


挑战：无法与别人沟通交流。

原因：语言+性格。

Being unable to communicate with native speakers of English due to language barriers as well as the weakness of personality...

(1) Language（语言）


	× communicate with the locals　∵ × use the language well

	stay in dorms　× contact →locals

	To immerse themselves in the local culture, they need to improve their English so that they can trade/swap/exchange ideas with the locals and make new friends.



(2) Personality（性格）


	feel ×comfortable to speak with people from different culture and countries

	×show oneself & swap ideas with other people

	open and feel free to talk to others

	make friends & no longer lonely




万能答案



People might be unable to talk to the locals after going overseas.

First, they cannot communicate with the native speakers. As a result, they may stay indoors without contact with the locals. To immerse themselves in the local environment, they need to learn how to speak the language so that they can trade ideas with the local people and make new friends.

They might also feel uncomfortable to speak with people from different culture and countries. They find it hard to express themselves and difficult to swap ideas with other people partly due to their personality. So they need to become open and feel free to talk to the locals. And thus they can make friends and feel no longer lonely.




适用题目


（2012年6月17日）

Which challenge do you think is the most difficult for university students: being far away from their families, finding time to relax, or making new friends? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


The challenge that is most difficult for college students is to make new friends in a new environment. In particular, I am planning to study overseas in the U.S.
 （此句至关重要，否则无法将题目过渡到万能答案。）

Therefore, I might be unable to communicate with the native speakers. As a result, I may stay indoors without…so I need to improve the language skills…make new friends.

I might also feel uncomfortable to speak with people from different culture and countries… So I need to become open…and thus make friends and feel no longer lonely.



（2012年12月8日）

What advice will you give your friend if he wants to study in your country? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I would suggest my friend improve his language skills and also try to be open and outgoing when coming to study in my country.

First, he might be unable to communicate with the native speakers. As a result, he may stay indoors without…so he needs to improve his language skills…make new friends.

He might also feel uncomfortable to speak with people from different culture and countries… So he needs to become open…and thus makes friends and feels no longer lonely.



⑤ Change


万能思路


改变：科技方面。如，计算机/网络的好处：交流 + 娱乐。

(1) ↑ Communication（交流）


	∵people far away contact with

	e.g. talk to friends/overseas

	past: letter/takes days to receive



(2) Happiness & Entertainment（娱乐）


	browse websites

	→ movie, video, and songs

	release pressure




万能答案



First, the internet promotes daily communication among people throughout the world as they can contact with each other from remote distance. For example, I can talk to my friends who are studying overseas through the internet, whereas people living in the past can only write letters which might take days to be delivered.

Also, internet brings us happiness and entertainment as we can browse websites to find whatever materials we like such as movies, videos, and songs. People can therefore relax themselves by spending some time playing on their computer or iPad after a stressful workday.




适用话题


（2012年7月22日）

Describe one of the biggest changes in the past two decades that affects people's life in your country. (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I believe the biggest change that affects people's life in my country is the development of the internet.

First, the internet promotes daily communication among people throughout the world as…

Also, internet brings us happiness and entertainment as we can browse websites…



（2011年11月11日-北美）

Describe how cellphones have changed people's lives.


Personally speaking, cellphones have brought significant changes to our daily communication and lifestyle.

First, cellphones promote daily communication among people…

Also, cellphones bring us happiness and entertainment as we can browse websites…



请注意，以下三个题目不适用于上述5种万能理由，请同学们参考个性化答案。

（2012年5月12日）

What suggestions would you make to your friend who wants to open a restaurant? (请参考个性化答案
 )

（2012年4月22日）

Your friends want to drop out of university or college. Do you agree or disagree? (请参考个性化答案
 )

（2012年2月17日）

Compare two singers you like. Discuss their differences and similarities. (请参考个性化答案
 )


第二题（Task 2）— Personal Preference

“你是否赞成16岁的青少年有足够的责任心驾车上路？”，“你更偏向于户外活动还是室内运动？”第二题时常会出现这类问题，考生要在两种对立话题中任意选择自己赞成的一方，然后在45秒中将答案不急不缓、清晰流畅地表述出来。

在回答第二题时，思维短路、口述不畅也是常有的事情。如果考生在没有对题型进行分类、总结答题思路的情况下匆忙上阵，就可能在考场的高压环境下语无伦次、不知所云。

下面是四大万能理由，适用于本书中第二题的大部分话题，请同学们认真研读：

1. Knowledge

2. Characteristic

3. Relaxation

4. Library

① Knowledge


万能思路


知识和技能的好处：提高自身能力，从而找到好工作。

Knowledge & Skill ☆ →Job

(1) College study → skills/useful → job & life

e.g. ↑skills in communication, team work, and commitment

learn to be independent and responsible

(2) Jobs require college degree

then you will have ↑options if studied at university

also, earn more money > ×higher education qualifications


万能答案



Personally speaking, knowledge and skills from college are very important to students when they are seeking for jobs after graduation.

First, college study provides students with many skills that are useful for jobs and in everyday life. For example, to achieve a degree, you will have developed skills in communication, team work and commitment, and also you learn to become independent and responsible.

Also, an increasing number of jobs now require college degree, which means that you will have a wider variety of career options to choose if you studied at university. Plus, people who have a college degree earn more money over their lifetime than those without higher education qualifications.




适用话题


（2012年2月25日）

Should high school graduates attend college after settling into their own career or go to university first? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I believe students should go to university first because of the following reasons.

First, college study provides students with many skills that…

Also, an increasing number of jobs now require college degree, which means that…



（2012年6月17日）

Do you agree or disagree that a person should study in the university to be successful? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


Of course, I believe college study is very important for people to be successful. Here are my reasons.

First, college study provides students with many skills that…

Also, an increasing number of jobs now require college degree, which means that…



（2012年5月12日）

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: students who work harder will be successful later in life? (另请参考个性化答案
 )

请注意，将万能理由套用于这个题目时，需要稍微动下脑筋。请参考下面的答案。


As far as I am concerned, hard working will make students successful in their future.

To achieve a degree, you will have to work very hard to receive good grades and develop both academic and social skills. For example, you learn to become independent and responsible, which are considered to be very important qualities in daily communication, team work and commitment.

Also, hard working with good grades means having wider variety of career options to choose after graduation. With good job offers, people can earn more money and have better chance of promotion over their lifetime than those without hard working.



（2012年12月8日）

Do you believe that people in the future will read fewer books? Why or why not? (另请参考个性化答案
 )

请注意，本题的破题思路在于强调读书对事业发展的益处，可直接套用万能理由。


I believe people will read more books in the future.

First, reading provides students with many knowledge and skills that are useful for jobs and in everyday life. For example, through reading, students can develop skills of how to communicate and work with other people.

Also, reading helps students acquire the knowledge that many jobs and positions require. Therefore, you might likely have a wider variety of career options to choose if you accumulate more knowledge from books. Good jobs offers make you earn more money and help you get promoted.



（2012年7月22日）

Which one do you prefer, studying in your own country or studying abroad? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I prefer to study overseas because of the education.

The education in many Western countries provides students with many skills that are useful for jobs and in everyday life. For example, students will have developed skills in communication, team work and commitment, and also learn to become independent and responsible.

Also, many graduates with overseas background might have a wider variety of career options to choose. They might also earn more money and be promoted faster than those who are not overseas returns.



（注：该答案观点虽然很片面，但就答题而言并无大碍，内容只要自圆其说即可。）

（2012年10月13日）

Whether or not a school is successful solely depends on how many textbooks the school has. Do you agree or disagree with the statement? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I think a successful school needs many textbooks.

First, textbooks provide students with many knowledge and skills that are useful for jobs and in everyday life. For example, through reading the textbooks, students can develop skills of how to communicate and work with other people.

Also, a good textbook can help students acquire the knowledge that many jobs and positions require. Therefore, you might likely have a wider variety of career options to choose if you accumulate more knowledge from textbooks. Good jobs offers make you earn more money and help you get promoted.



② Characteristic


万能思路


不同话题中的人物（如：父母、老师、朋友、邻居、同事等）都可套用相同的个性，即友善。

Friendly

(1) High school teacher never yell or shout,

but encourage when having troubles

encouragement→I brave and confident→overcome difficulties

I→stronger

(2) Good personality→better communication

feel comfortable and relaxed to ask questions and exchange ideas

sb' advice→inspiring and encouraging

∵know well


万能答案



My high school teacher is kind and never yells or shouts at me, but always encourages me when I encounter troubles in both my study and life and feel frustrated. With his encouragement, I become brave and confident to face challenges and overcome difficulties in my life and study. Now I am stronger than before.

Also, teachers with good personality can lead to better communication. I feel comfortable and relaxed to ask questions and trade ideas with him. His advice is always inspiring and encouraging, because he knows his students well.




适用话题


（2012年3月4日）

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children will learn more if the teachers are kind and friendly. (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I believe teachers who are kind and friendly make children learn more.

For example, my high school teacher is the one with such characteristics. （过渡句）

First, he is kind and never yells or shouts at me, but always encourages me when…

Also, teachers with good personality can lead to better communication…



（2012年2月17日）

Some people like to get advice from their parents or grandparents. Other people like to get help from their peers. Which do you prefer? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I'd like to get advice from my peers for the following reasons.

First, my friends are kind and never yell or shout at me like my parents, but they always provide me with great advice when I encounter troubles in both my study and life and feel frustrated. Their advice is usually very helpful and makes me overcome difficulties in my life and study. Now I am stronger than before.

Also, I feel comfortable and relaxed to ask questions and trade ideas with my friends. Their advice is always inspiring and encouraging, because they know me very well.



③ Relaxation


万能思路


放松是因为压力大；放松可以提高工作效率。

(1) Student/↑stress

stressed out ∵↑workload

∴take break and relax

if ×, health problem

(2) ↑Stress →×health →×focus

need to stretch out arms and legs and ↑energy

∴↑work efficiency


万能答案



Students receive a substantial amount of stress. They have already been stressed out because of the tremendous amount of workload which they have to cope with. So they need to take a break and relax. If not, they will not be able to enjoy their school life, which may lead to health problem.

Additionally, too much pressure can really do harm to their physical health, making them unable to focus on their study. They need to take a break and stretch out their arms and legs to boost their energy and thus improve work efficiency.




适用话题


（2012年3月10日）

Some people believe students should play games for enjoyment, others believe they should compete in sports in order to win. Which position do you take? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I think students should play games for fun.

First, Students receive a substantial amount of stress. They have already been stressed out because of the tremendous amount of workload which they have to cope with. So they need to play sports for fun. If not, they will not be able to enjoy their school life, which may lead to health problem.

Also, I think playing sports with a sense of competition will give them extra stress which can really do harm to their physical health. They need to play sports for fun and stretch out their arms and legs in order to boost their energy and thus improve work efficiency.



（2012年11月18日）

Some students prefer to study for only one long time during a week. Other students prefer to study for several short times during a week. Which do you prefer and why? (另请参考个性化答案
 )

让我们来看看这个题目如何套用万能理由：


I prefer to study for several short times because I need to take a break from time to time and thus be able to continue my study.

First, as a student, I receive a substantial amount of stress from the tremendous amount of workload which I have to cope with. So I need to break my study into several time periods. If not, I will not be able to enjoy school life, which may lead to health problem.

Also, spending a long time on study will do harm to my physical health. I need to take some breaks and stretch out my arms and legs in order to boost my energy and thus improve work efficiency.



④ Library


万能思路


图书馆的好处：书多；免费查阅资料。

(1) Library→stu →sources and references

∴stu find everything when doing research paper or readings for fun

also, online library is convenient & efficient.

∵ students can search for information anywhere and anytime

(2) Internet & sources are free

×need to pay

∴save $

×↑$ ←part-time job

save $→☆


万能理由



Library provides students with plenty of sources and references so that students can find everything they need to look up when doing research paper or reading for fun. Plus, online library is even more convenient and efficient because students can search for information anywhere and anytime.

The internet and sources available in the library are free, and students don't need to pay to read them, which can really save them much money. I don't make too much money from my part-time job and need to save some for other important things such as tuition.




适用话题


（2012年9月8日）

Some students prefer to study in a library. Others prefer to study at home or in dormitories. Which do you prefer and why? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I prefer to study in the library for the following two reasons.

Library provides me with plenty of sources and references so that I can find everything I need to look up in a short time when doing research paper or reading for fun.

The internet and sources available in the library are free, and I don't need to pay to read them, which can really save me a lot of money. I don't make too much money from my part-time job and need to save some for other important things such as tuition.



（2012年7月14日）

Which do you prefer, paper books or electronic ones? (另请参考个性化答案
 )


I prefer the electronic books for the following reasons.

First, the electronic books usually contain a great number of documents and references of all kinds so that I can find…

Also, the electronic books allow me to spend relatively less money for more materials than paper books; therefore, I can save a lot of money…



请注意，以下题目不适用于上述4种万能理由，请同学们参考个性化答案。

（2012年9月23日）

Do you prefer outdoor activities or indoor activities? (请参考个性化答案
 )

（2012年9月16日）

Do you prefer to purchase a new electronic device right after it is available in store or wait for a while? (请参考个性化答案
 )

（2012年9月20日）

Do you agree or disagree that mobile phones are vital to today's business? (请参考个性化答案
 )

（2012年4月22日）

Do you agree or disagree that assignments handed in after the deadline should receive lower scores? (请参考个性化答案
 )

（2012年12月2日）

Do you prefer to be friends with those who share the same opinion as you do or the people who hold different opinions? (请参考个性化答案
 )

（2012年1月8日）

Do you think 16 year olds are responsible enough to drive? (请参考个性化答案
 )



第三章

高效解题技巧破译综合口语任务玄机

第三题（Task 3）— Campus Situation

第三题拉开了综合口语任务的序幕，话题主要围绕大学生活的各种实际场景展开。

首先，考生需要在45秒钟内阅读一篇短文，内容一般为学校的公告通知或学生的提议。从内容上看，公告或提议将暗示学校的某项政策会发生改变，并说明改变的原因（一般为两个）。而历年考试中出现频率最高的通知或学生提议大多与建设、房屋修缮、校园政策、校园服务等内容有关。这些内容是阅读文章记录的重点。

阅读文章在45秒钟后会消失，接下来考生会听到两个学生就文章内容展开的对话。其中一个学生的观点较为强烈，或支持或反对，并给出两个理由来支持自己的观点。学生观点以及支持的两个理由是记录的重点。

最后，考生将笔记内容在规定答题时间内清晰、流畅地复述出来即可。准备时间为30秒、回答时间为60秒。


例题讲解


(例题出自2012年5月12日新托福口语考试第三题，另见本书P142)


You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.



Begin reading now.




Reading Time: 45 seconds


A Proposal from a Student

I would like to suggest that the University of California, Riverside make swimming a required course for all present and incoming students. This advice is prompted by three reflections. To begin with, college is one of the most stressful times of life for most people. Swimming is an ideal stress-reducing activity. Older swimmers often display a significant decrease in high blood pressure. Another benefit is that swimming is perhaps the ideal exercise, giving a workout to every muscle group. Lastly, students who are relaxed and in good physical condition will increase their study efficiency.




Now hear a conversation about the same topic.


[image: 029-1]




Question: The woman expresses her opinion about the proposal given by a student suggesting making swimming class a required course at the university. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





解题思路


在45秒内读完这篇文章的方式绝不是一般意义上的精读课文，我们没有那么多时间。在这里，阅读更像是对重点信息的快速搜索和记录。考生需要关注下列三个问题：

（1）学校通知还是学生提议？

（2）什么发生了改变？

（注意：标题或文章前两句）

（3）改变的两点理由是什么？

（关键词：first/to begin with/reason/second/also）


A Proposal
 from a Student

I would like to suggest that the University of California, Riverside make swimming a required course for all present and incoming students.
 This advice is prompted by three reflections. To begin with, college is one of the most stressful times of life for most people. Swimming is an ideal stress-reducing
 activity. Older swimmers often display a significant decrease in high blood pressure. Another benefit is that swimming is perhaps the ideal exercise, giving a workout to every muscle group
 . Lastly, students who are relaxed and in good physical condition will increase their study efficiency.




笔记如下：


proposal: swim~ course → all students

(1) reduce stress

(2) keep body healthy

② 听力技巧

切忌将所有听到的内容如数记下来，否则会影响对重点内容的捕捉。听的时候需要注意下列三个问题：

（1）谁的态度强烈？

（2）赞同还是反对？

（3）支持观点的两个理由是什么？

重点内容都出自观点强烈的一方，因此，另一个学生的话不需要记录。



Conversation


W: What nonsense!

M: Is anything wrong?

W: No, I'm talking about this article in the university newspaper.

M: What does it say?

W: A student wants the school to require everyone to take swimming class.

M: Swimming can be pretty useful. It can even save your life!

W: She's only talking about how swimming is a great way to relax and exercise. But most people already have their own way to relax and to exercise
 . Take me, I ride a bicycle
 to lose weight and relax. It's easy and I don't need to go to the pool, change clothes, and get wet and cold.

M: Me either! I like tennis.

W: Besides, if you force people to learn swimming
 , how relaxed are they going to be? Having to go to a class takes all the fun out of swimming. Plus, anyway, most students already know how to swim
 . Why should they take the class at all? They'll learn nothing, waste their time
 , and probably feel more stressed out.

M: True, true.




笔记如下：


做笔记时，对于符号或缩写没有特别的规定，只要自己能够看懂就可以了。

w ×

(1) stu → own way to relax & exercise

e.g. woman: ride bicycle

idea × work

(2) class × relax

stu are forced ∴ ×fun

stu know how to swim

∴ wst tm

将笔记内容带入模板，发音清晰、语言流畅地进行回答。

③ 参考模板


Reading


A letter from a student suggests that…, because原因1)…and also原因2)…

(注：
 如果文章是学校通知，模板的第一句话应为：The university is planning to…because原因1)… and also原因2)… )


Listening



Opinion
 　The student in the conversation strongly opposes the proposal for two reasons.


Reasons 1
 　First, she says that…


Reasons 2
 　Second, she also argues that…

④ 参考答案


A letter from a student suggests that swimming should be a required course at the university because it is a good way to exercise and also relieves students' stress.

The woman strongly disagrees with the suggestion.

First, she says that most students already have their preferred exercise and way to relax. For example, she prefers riding bicycle as her outdoor exercise.
 This proposal is therefore unnecessary.

Second, she also argues that a required class is not relaxing. One cannot compel people to have fun. Plus, most students already know how to swim. Requiring them to take the swimming class is a waste of time.
 As such, the woman thinks this idea is misguided.




第四题（Task 4）— Lecture

北美大学的教室里是什么样的情景呢？我们可以通过第四题来大概地了解一下。

第四题包含了读、听、说三项内容。首先，要在45秒内阅读一篇75至100字左右的学术短文，内容会涉及某个学术名词以及该名词的定义解释。之后，听力部分是一段课堂内容节选，教授会引用一个或两个具体的实例来解释说明阅读短文中的学术概念。最后，同学们需要将阅读和听力部分所记录的重点复述出来。

让我们来熟悉一下这种题型，看如何在阅读短文时掌握大概内容，从上课内容中听出细节，最后将两者联系起来回答问题。


例题讲解


(例题出自2012年12月8日新托福口语考试第四题，另见本书P291)


You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.



Begin reading now.




Reading Time: 45 seconds


Promotion Risk

In management science, a “promotion risk” is an individual with the following features. First, the individual has been promoted into a high or relatively high position in the company. He has been promoted because of demonstrated superior abilities for some of his position's more important tasks. However, the individual also displays certain weaknesses for performing other of his position's duties. Such a person is a “risk” because his weaknesses may lead to serious errors which damage the company or reduce profits. So the company must consider the risk when making the promotion or hiring decision.




Now hear a talk on the same subject.


[image: 031-1]




Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain how the professor's example of promotion risk is related to the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





解题思路


① 阅读技巧

在45秒内迅速地将标题及其定义记录下来，请参考：

标题：Promotion Risk

定义：Promotion risk: something companies have to face when promoting those whose ability makes profits while their weaknesses may also result in damage to companies.

也可将定义缩写，如：

Promotion risk: risk face by 司→ promote sb ∵ ability → profit, but weak~ →损

然后将标题和定义带入下面的模板，完成阅读部分的复述：

The reading is about an academic topic known as promotion risk which refers to something companies have to face when promoting those whose ability makes profits while their weaknesses may also result in damage to companies.

② 听记技巧

教授在举例解释定义之前会重新阐明一下标题的定义，这部分内容不需要记录。拿好笔，记录讲座的具体事例。请注意下面听力原文中的专色字：



Lecture


I think most of us know, or have heard about, someone who is a promotion risk. Generally speaking, the person has talents which may produce great success for his company; however, his weaknesses may also destroy the effect of those successes by reducing profits or driving away other talented staff. To help you understand the concept, let's look at an example of a real-life promotion risk.

A software designer graduated from MIT. After a software company hired him, he was the most talented designer
 on any team and made a lot of profit for the company.
 He was a big reason the company was so successful in those years. Later, he was promoted
 to division manager at headquarters.

That's when the trouble started
 . He was a genius as a software designer but not as a key team leader
 . As a manager, he thought he was always right
 . He never discussed
 anything with his team members, but just gave orders.
 In six months, about a quarter of his highly-talented staff was leaving or threatening to leave.

And that is still the problem. The company can't demote him
 , because it would undermine staff faith in the company management. So, well, he's just something the company has to put up with.
 Put up with, and remember the next time they promote a “genius.”



如果你足够细心，你就会发现听力原文中的专色字大部分为句子中的宾语或表语，如：

He was the most talented designer.


He made a lot of profit for the company.


He thought he was always right.


另外，还有一些至关重要的动词承上启下，如：he was promoted
 /trouble started
 /never discussed
 , but gave orders
 /can't demote
 him/has to put up with
 。

因此，重要信息大多出现在句子的宾语和表语中，动词偶尔客串以连接重要信息。


笔记如下：



Reading

promotion risk : risk face by 司→ promote sb ∵ ability → profit, but weak~ →损

Listening


e.g. prf → software designer


才designer → profit→ 公

∴ promoted

trouble ∵ x good leader

×discuss with others, but order

∴ others leave

but公司 ×fire

∵ he = promot~ risk公 担



在教学过程中，我发现即便有笔记，很多学生也很难看着自己的笔记将答案脱口而出，因为他们不知道笔记内容如何展开。下面我将上述笔记一句句地展开，请同学们认真研读。


笔记展开：



Reading

promotion risk : risk face by 司→ promote sb ∵ ability → profit, but weak~ →损


Promotion risk is a risk faced by companies to promote someone because of his ability that makes profits, but whose weakness might cause damages to companies.


Listening


e.g. prf → software designer



The professor gives an example of a software designer.


才designer → profit→ 公


He is a talented designer and makes profits for his company.


∴ promoted


So he is promoted.


trouble ∵ x good leader


Here comes the trouble because he is not a good team leader…



×discuss with others, but order



…and never discusses with others, but gives order only.


∴ others leave


As a result, other employees leave the company.


but公司 ×fire


However, the company cannot fire him


∵ he = promot~ risk公 担


…because he is the promotion risk that the company has to face.




然后将上述展开内容带入模板，答案复述完成。

请注意，如果想强化笔记展开、练就对着笔记脱口而出的这一高分能力，同学们需要大量地练习。

③ 参考模板


Reading


The reading is about an academic topic known as…which refers to…


Listening


And then the professor explains this concept by giving an example in the lecture.（过渡句，起着连接Reading
 和Listening
 的作用。）

According to the lecture…（将笔记带入，复述例子。）

④ 参考答案


The reading is about an academic topic known as promotion risk which refers to something companies have to face when promoting those whose ability makes profits while their weaknesses may also result in damage to companies.

The professor explains this idea by giving an example of a software designer in the lecture.

According to the lecture, this designer is talented in software designing and has brought his company a lot of profit, so he gets promoted to a higher position. However, here comes a problem, he is not a good team leader at all. For example, he never discusses with others, but just gives orders. As a result, other employees leave the company. However, the company cannot fire him because he is the promotion risk that the company has to face.




第五题（Task 5）— Problem & Solutions

ETS还算比较人性化，前面的口语任务被设计得一道比一道难，但还是降低了第五题的难度。

本题的校园情景对话涉及大学生活中会遇到的各种问题。这些问题很可能会引起我们的共鸣，因此内容不难理解，且没有阅读文章，只需要听一段对话即可。

对话中的一个学生会遇到诸如课程安排冲突、得不到想要的资料、学生选举、手头拮据等问题。另一个学生会给出两个解决方案。而第五题的问题则要求考生复述学生的问题和解决方案，然后选出自己认为的最佳方案，并给出两个理由。


例题讲解


(例题出自2012年12月8日新托福口语考试第五题，另见本书P292)


You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.



Now listen to a conversation between two students.


[image: 034-1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





解题思路


① 听对话，记重点



Conversation


W: Hey Colin, you look so down. What's up?

M: Band problems again. We've got to practice, but it's hard to find a place where you can have three guys playing electric guitars.


W: The Music Department has a great studio
 that'd be ideal. Why not rent
 that?

M: You just said why: rent. Sure the studio's great. But we need to practice every day, maybe two hours. There's no way we can afford the rent.


W: Why not talk to Professor
 Garcia? You know, the department chairman. He's a rock lover. I bet he'd let you use the music building for free.


M: We've been looking into that. It is free, which is great. But we can't use the building during the day. We can only use it in the evening
 before 10:00 p.m. That's not a lot of time.


W: But it is free, and it's a lot better than nothing.
 Besides, they say you artistes ought to suffer for your art, don't they?

M: Courtney, you're really not helping.



请注意，除了听Problem & Solutions之外，一定要留意学生对解决方案的态度，这些会帮助我们找到理由来支持自己的观点。


笔记如下：



Problem

m: band × place 练 music

2 Solutions


(1) rent studio



(2) use music dept


Best choice

2nd
 √


(1) rent~ studio ↑$, ×afford



(2) music dept free


hr →练 limit b4 10 p.m., but place →练→ hr/d

good enough


better> nothing




② 答题技巧

答题时需谈及自己认为最佳的解决方案并给出理由。20秒钟的准备时间至关重要，这时候要思考用什么理由来支持自己的观点。如果情急之下，想不出自己的理由，可引用学生的对话来支持自己的观点。如：

Personally speaking, I think the second solution is better because renting a studio costs money. The man and his band cannot afford it.


And also I think playing in the Music Department is free. And he can practice at least for few hours. It's better than nothing.


③ 参考模板


Problem


The student's problem is that…


2 Solutions


First, his friend suggests…

She next suggests that…


Best solution & reasons


I think the second solution is better, because…And also I think…

④ 参考答案


The young man's problem is that his band is having a hard time finding a place to practice their music.

First, his friend suggests that they rent a studio to play in. She next suggests that the university's Music Department building might be available.

I think the second solution is better, because renting a studio costs money. The man and his band cannot afford it.

By contrast, playing in the Music Department is free. True, the hours of use are limited to before ten o'clock in the evening, but they have a place to practice at least for a few hours a day, which is good enough. It's far better than nothing anyway.




第六题（Task 6）— Lecture & Summary

第六题也是一道学术问题，但不需要阅读文章。讲座内容大多是大一水平的基础知识，考生不需要有相应的专业背景即可听懂。

本题的听力文章一般分为三段，为总分关系。考生需要记录第一段中提及的某个学术概念下的两种现象。如，动物适应新环境的两种方式、植物入侵的两种现象、色彩搭配的两个原则、吸引投资的两个前提条件等等。后面的第二、三段中，教授会用具体的实例分别解释说明上述两种现象。


例题讲解


(例题出自2012年12月8日新托福口语考试第六题，另见本书P293)


You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.



Now listen to part of a talk from a lecture.


[image: 036-1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two methods animals use to ensure the moisture of their eggs before the hatch.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





解题思路


① 听对话，记重点



Lecture


Today, I'd like to touch on some species of egg-laying animals. Remember now, all egg-laying animals must ensure that their eggs have sufficient moisture to survive. At this point, dry out means death to the unborn young. There are two main ways animals keep the egg moist.


The simplest way, of course, is to lay the eggs directly in water. Frogs
 , for example, adopt this method. The eggs can absorb water directly
 from the environment, and the frog parents need not trouble
 themselves further.

More interesting, another method to ensure the humidity of eggs is used by snakes. Most snakes, after all, live on dry land and can't rely on water for moisture. Such snakes simply encase the needed moisture inside of a bag.
 Then the eggs are laid in the bag. The young grows inside the moist bag and hatches from the egg just like a bird. This is most common among snakes living far away from wet environments. In this way, you see, the snake avoids the danger of the too-dry environment.





笔记如下：



2 Methods

2 法：ani~ → egg 湿 inside

(1) lay egg → water

e.g. frog → egg → water →吸water → 湿

parents × 卫，↓ 烦

(2) another way →湿

e.g. snake →egg → bag/water inside

∴ lay egg/dry area




笔记展开：



2 Methods

2法：ani~ → egg 湿 inside


There are two ways animals ensure humidity inside the eggs they lay.


(1) lay egg → water


The first way is lay eggs directly in water.


e.g. frog → egg → water →吸water → 湿


For example, frogs lay their eggs in the water in order for the eggs to absorb enough moisture.


parents × 卫，↓ 烦


This saves the parents a lot of trouble, because they don't need to keep guard.


(2) another way →湿


There is another way out to ensure the humidity of their eggs.


e.g. snake →egg → bag/water inside


For example, snakes usually put their eggs in a small bag with enough water inside.


∴ lay egg/dry area


So the snakes can lay eggs even in dry areas.




② 参考模板


2 Methods


The professor talks about two ways…

The first way is…

Another way is…

③ 参考答案


The professor talks about two ways animals ensure humidity inside the eggs they lay.


The first way is to lay eggs directly in water. For example, frogs lay their eggs in the water in order for the eggs to absorb enough moisture. This saves the parents a lot of trouble because they don't need to keep guard.


However, some animals cannot lay eggs in water, and they have to find another way out to ensure the humidity of their eggs. For example, snakes usually put their eggs in a small bag with enough water inside . So the snakes can lay eggs even in dry areas.






第四章

2012年最新托福iBT考试口语真题

（附笔记、参考答案、替换表达及听力原文）

【2012年1月8日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Describe a social activity you have participated in. Do you believe everyone had a good time? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you think 16 year olds are responsible enough to drive? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Letter from a Student

I have noticed at least one serious problem on our campus: there is a serious lack of study areas. Dorm rooms are too small and too noisy. The library is cold, the sound echoes, and there is too much foot traffic. Classrooms are usually holding classes. I think the university should provide students with a study lounge featuring tables, chairs, and maybe some couches. This way we would have a quiet place to study. If there were a few private rooms there, students from the same class could gather together and discuss their study.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The man expresses his opinion about the proposal given by a student suggesting that the school establish a study lounge for students. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Alarm Signal

Animal alarm calls and cries can, in fact, serve at least two distinct purposes. The first, obviously, is to warn other members of the group about the presence of predators or perceived dangers. Among some animals, these can be quite specialized. The African meerkat, for example, uses different cries for hawks and for snakes. The other purpose, a little humorously, is to drive away other group members so that the alarm-giving animal can enjoy lone access to a food source. Here the animal relies on its fellows' instinctual response to flee at the sound of an alarm without stopping to see if danger is actually present.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Explain how the two purposes of alarm calls mentioned in the lecture demonstrate the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man’s problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two strategies the professor’s friends use to promote their service.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Describe a social activity you have participated in. Do you believe everyone had a good time? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I recently went to a New Year's Eve party with about two dozen friends.


Reason 1
 　This New Year's Eve was very cold in Beijing, and the bar where we had the party was not heated. I saw many people standing around in their coats and sweaters, and they looked very chilly. As the night went on, it got colder and colder still!


Reason 2
 　Another problem was that some young lovers seemed to be having disagreements that night, and everyone could hear them arguing. This made other people very uncomfortable.




Question　2



Do you think 16 year olds are responsible enough to drive? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I do not agree that people that age are responsible enough to drive.


Reason 1
 　First, driving can be very dangerous if one is not careful, and teens are often careless and easily distracted while driving. This is one reason they should not be permitted to drive.


Reason 2
 　Second, teens are known for texting on their cell phones, playing music via car stereos, eating food, and socializing with friends while driving. It has been proven that teens cause more road accidents than adults, who tend to be more attentive and responsible. To keep traffic deaths down, I think teens should be required to wait until they're 18 years old to drive.


Conclusion
 　I think the legal driving age should be raised to 18.




Question　3



Conversation



W:
 Hi George, did you read the letter from a student suggesting that the school should find a study lounge for us?


M:
 Yep, I think it is great!


W:
 Really? Why do you think so? I didn't think anyone else would care very much about it.


M:
 Well, if there was a lounge, we would all know where we could go to study and won't have to wander around looking for places to open our books between classes. The study lounge could really save us a lot of time.


W:
 You have that problem too? I thought maybe it was because I was new here that I couldn't find a place.


M:
 Nah, it happens to everyone. You know, we only have thirty minutes between classes. That's not a long interval. Lots of times, I spend twenty minutes trying to find an empty classroom. Waste twenty minutes to use ten! No way! We need that lounge.


W:
 Well, thanks. That's really good to hear we think the same way.


M:
 Let's hope others share our outlook. A lounge would give students in the same class a place to get together and discuss different ideas. I'm taking “Hamlet” right now in the drama department. There's a lot I don't understand about it. If we had a place to come together, we could help each other puzzle out the answers to our questions and not waste half the class asking the professor. Maybe that guy's letter will wake up the university administration.


W:
 I hope so.


Note-taking （笔记）



Reading

let~ → uni~ ↑stu lg (loung(e) → stdy(study) outside dorm

Listening

m √

(1) ↓tm (save time)

∵stu wst ↑tm → search pl /stdy

e.g. m: need 20 min → pl but break = 30 min

(2) lg → stu pl → disc~ class

↑ learn~ & 知




Response （参考答案）




The letter suggests
 that the university should set up
 a student lounge

 , permitting students to study outside their dorm rooms.


The man agrees with the idea for two reasons.



First,
 the lounge would save the students' time, because students usually waste too much of their time searching for a place to study
 . For example, the man sometimes needs 20 minutes to find a place, while the interval
 between classes is only 30 minutes.


The second reason is that
 the lounge would offer
 students a place to discuss their classes and find answers. This would improve both the students' learning and understanding of their classes.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) suggest—propose

(b) set up—establish

(c) lounge—study area, study hall

(d) interval—period

(e) offer—afford


Paraphrases
 　1. The letter suggests that a student study area should be established.

2. Students who want to study often lose half an hour looking for a place.


Question　4



Lecture



W:
 Sometimes, I know, biology can be a little boring. The same animals show small variations of the same behavior. So today I have a treat for you. I'm going to tell you a different story. You've all heard about “The Boy Who Cried Wolf.” Well this is the tale of “The Monkey Who Cried Leopard.”

Usually, of course, animal cries of alarm are just that: they warn other group members of some danger. Take monkeys. In Africa, the big danger to monkeys is leopards. Leopards like to hide in trees and can thus attack monkeys at home, as it were. Usually if a monkey spots a leopard, he makes a rasping, scratching noise that has all the other monkeys fleeing away through the trees.

But this doesn't always happen. Sometimes when there is no leopard around, a monkey will give the alarm and the other monkeys run away. Why does he do this? Well, I just said there is no leopard or any other danger. But there is food. In a word, the guard monkey is greedy. He sends his hairy comrades off scampering away, and he can enjoy the whole food supply by himself. The trick usually works because animals usually cannot afford to pause and check whether there is actually any danger.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

alarm signal

Listening

e.g. prf → 2 alarm / mky

(1) mky → alarm / leopard

others flee ×see if leopard

(2) mky → alarm / × leopard

∵ mky access food & eat alone

others flea / hear alarm & × check if danger




Response （参考答案）




The lecture outlines two uses of
 animal danger calls
 by the monkeys in Africa, where leopards pose
 a serious danger.


In the first case,
 a monkey sends an alarm call when a leopard appears. Other monkeys that hear the call flee
 immediately without seeing if the leopard is present.


In the second case,
 a monkey may give the alarm
 when there is no leopard at all. He does this in order to get access to some valued food source and eat everything alone since the others flee after hearing the alarm and do not check to see if there is actually danger.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) danger call—distress call

(b) pose—represent

(c) flee—run away

(d) give the alarm—sound the alarm


Paraphrases
 　He does this so he can have sole opportunity to coveted food sources, since the others run away before they determine whether there is danger.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 What's wrong, Cole? You look so worried.


M:
 I'm so stupid sometimes! Earlier I was at the library getting books for my paper in poetry class, but I forgot to check out the most important book. Well, when I went back, the library was closed. And the worst thing is my paper is due tomorrow!


W:
 Just hang on, are you sure you need that book? There are plenty of reference works. You can use those other books instead.


M:
 No, that won't do. The professor has been talking about this book all semester. The book is the only one worth reading for the paper.


W:
 OK, so why not just go to the library first thing tomorrow morning? You can read through the parts of the book you really need quickly and add those to your paper.


M:
 That doesn't work either. The library opens at eight. My class is at nine and the paper is due at the beginning of class. That gives me less than an hour! There just won't be enough time left in the morning.


W:
 That's a big problem, all right.


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: ppr/poetry due tmw

but need ref~ / lib~

lib ×

2 Solutions

(1) wrt ppr with mat~

(2) → lib~ early tmw morn~ → complete ppr

Best choice

1st
 √

(1) ok →omit some info if parts good

(2) time tight if finish next morn~

×submit on time

↓grd




Response （参考答案）



The man has a paper in poetry due tomorrow. But he still needs to check out an important reference book from the library, and the library is closed.


His friend suggests that
 he can just write the paper using the materials
 he has. Or,
 he can go to the library early tomorrow morning to complete his paper quickly.


Personally speaking, I think the first solution is better.



I think it is okay to omit
 some key information as long as other parts of the paper are of good quality. However, the time will be very tight
 if he chooses to finish the paper the next morning.
 He might not be able to submit his paper on time and not receive a good grade.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) materials—sources

(b) omit—leave out

(c) tight—insufficient


Paraphrases
 1. In my opinion, some valuable source materials can be left out of his paper provided the other references are all relevant.

2. On the other hand, if he opts to complete his paper the following morning, he may run out of time.


Question　6



Lecture



M:
 In this part of the course we've been considering how to promote services and products. To get customers, a company can't just say, hey—our service is great! Let's consider a couple of ways to increase business in our lecture.

The first method of promotion I will mention is the use of a testimonial. Back when I was in college, I had a pair of buddies who decided to start their own painting business to earn extra money. The problem, of course, was how to get customers. Soon after they started, my friends asked one customer to write a letter saying whether they had done a good job. That letter got them another project. And my friends were careful to get and keep letters from happy customers. Soon business boomed.

Another method my friends adopted was called comparison or—in this case—the “Before and After” approach. Let me tell you how it works. My friends showed potential customers two photographs. The first was of an apartment before they had repainted it. The second was of that same apartment after repainting. The point, naturally, was to let people see how much better and brighter the house looked after a paint job. Not surprisingly, this method was highly effective and drew a good many customers. The point here is that one look and see the difference. A picture's worth a thousand words and all that.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Methods

→↑service in biz

prf → 2 e.g. / friends / paint~ biz

(1) get let~← cust~ → proof →service √

(2) compare b4 & after use

e.g. photo → paint & × painted apart → ↑cust~ use painting service.




Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about two methods to promote
 services in business.



The professor gives examples about
 two friends of his who had a painting business
 .


The friends’ first method is to get a letter or other documents from satisfied
 customers.
 This serves as a proof, or testimonial
 that the service is a good one.


The second method is to
 compare the condition of the customer before using the service and after. Photographs were shown to potential customers
 of the same apartment before and after painting, in order to encourage them to use the service.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) promote—market

(b) business—firm

(c) satisfied—happy

(d) testimonial—evidence, affidavit

(e) potential—possible

(f) customer—client


Paraphrases
 　1. Two approaches about how to promote services are being discussed by the professor.

2. The first method involves obtaining a testimonial from a happy client.


Tips


〇　Just because___________, doesn't mean_________. (仅仅因为……并不意味着……)


【例句】Just because someone doesn't love you the way you want them to, doesn't mean they don't love you with all they have.

【译文】仅仅因为某人不按你的意愿来爱你，并不意味着他/她不是全身心爱你。

【例句】Just because you divorced doesn't mean your life's over.

【译文】你只是离婚，并不是说你的生活就结束了。




【2012年2月17日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Compare two singers you like. Discuss their differences and similarities. Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Some people like to get advice from their parents or grandparents. Other people like to get help from their peers. Which do you prefer? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Proposal of “No Beverage in Library”

This letter is to strongly urge the university library to rescind its “No Beverage” policy. While it is true that the library has understandable reasons for this rule, there are other important considerations that outweigh the worry about drinks spilling on books. First of all, with final exams coming up, more and more students are putting in late nights at the library. After several hours of study, we need coffee or tea to stay mentally alert. Second, we students are adults, not children. We can exercise caution and avoid spilling our drinks on library materials. The rule forbidding drinks is unnecessary.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The woman expresses her opinion about the idea of allowing beverages in the library. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Customer Lock-In

Lock-in is a practice whereby manufacturers and service providers attempt to force existing customers to use only their products. This is most commonly done by making goods incompatible with competitors' offerings. The practice has become especially prevalent in the computer and software industry. In effect, this creates a legal form of near-monopoly. A common advertising ruse here is to market the lock-in goods as “standard.” The practice is harmful to consumers, because it drives up the price of repairs as lower-cost alternatives are not available.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.


[image: x1]




Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain the way that most companies lock in their consumers by making goods incompatible with competitors' offerings.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two types of adaptation of animals living in arctic area during the winter.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Compare two singers you like. Discuss their differences and similarities. Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I would like to compare two singers who are special to me; they are Jay Chou and Justin Timberlake.


Reason 1
 　The first major difference between them is in their personality. Timberlake is a popular actor and has a reputation
 for being quite funny. Chou has a few small parts in movies, but mostly
 remains a singer. He tries to be humble
 .



Reason 2
 　The other big difference is their fan bases. Timberlake is popular in America, but has also reached international fame through his albums and movies. Chou remains popular mostly in Asia.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) reputation—is said to be

(b) mostly—primarily

(c) humble—modest


Paraphrases
 　1. He presents himself as modest.

2. Chou's popularity is confined to Asia.


Question　2



Some people like to get advice from their parents or grandparents. Other people like to get help from their peers. Which do you prefer? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I would rather seek advice
 from my peers. For this, I have two reasons.


Reason 1
 　To begin with, most of my friends are either the same age as
 me, or a little older. We face similar difficulties
 and decisions in our careers. I like to talk to peers for career advice because they are in a more similar job situation than my parents or grandparents are.



Reason 2
 　The second reason is that my parents, my grandparents and I represent different generations, and so we might not experience the same problems. Thus they cannot offer relevant advice to help me solve my problems.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) advice—counsel

(b) the same age as—contemporary with

(c) difficulties—trials, tribulations


Paraphrases
 　I rely on peers for career counsel because we are more similarly situated to each other than either of us are with regard to our parents or grandparents.


Question　3



Conversation



W:
 Oh my Lord!


M:
 What's wrong, Laverne?


W:
 This is a letter to the editor. Some college kids want to be able to bring drinks into the library. I don't think that's a good idea.


M:
 Why?


W:
 Here at our University, there's the big Student Union Coffee Shop right next to the library. Its opening hours are the same as the library's, too. Students can get their coffee and have a nice little walk after studying for a long time.


M:
 Well, I think it is okay for students to bring coffee and tea with them when they study in the library. Most of these kids are responsible.


W:
 “Most of” them. That's what worries me. It's always the one or two percent who are careless and make things worse for everybody. Besides, Edward, did you ever spill coffee at home?


M:
 Well, yeah. Sometimes.


W:
 Were you trying to spill it?


M:
 No, of course not.


W:
 That's my point. Accidents happen, especially when we're busy thinking hard about something else. For example, when we're studying, we might spill our coffee or tea on expensive books or computers by accident. So we have no beverage rule for a good reason.


M:
 So you think this rule is right and the kid is wrong, don't you?


W:
 Of course!


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

let~ → allow stu → drinks → lib~

Listening

w ×

(1) coffee shop wlk dist~ → lib~

stu can wlk & relax after ↑tm stdy

(2) easy to spill drk → bk & cmpt

stu / careful, but accid~ esp stu focus →stdy

∴schl × follow




Response （参考答案）




A letter from a student says that
 students should be allowed to bring drinks like coffee and tea into the university library.


The woman reading it strongly disagrees
 with this proposal.



Firstly, she says
 a coffee shop is within walking distance
 of the library; students can take a walk and relax after spending long time in their studies.


Secondly, she mentions that it is easy to spill drinks on expensive books or computers by accident. Students might be very careful, but accidents happen, especially when students fully concentrate on
 their studies.
 So, the school should not follow
 the student's proposal.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) disagree—dissent

(b) within walking distance—nearby

(c) fully concentrate on—be immersed in

(d) follow—obey, heed


Paraphrases
 　1. Secondly, she realizes that drinks are easily spilled on expensive books or computers accidentally./Secondly, she knows how easy it is to spill drinks on expensive books.

2. Regardless of whether people are “careful” or not, accidents do take place, especially when the drinkers are caught up in their studies.


Question　4



Lecture



W:
 　OK, we all use computers, so we all know about lock-in. But let's not talk about something complicated like PC's. Instead, I want to take an easy example like cameras.

I have a camera from Japan. It's a good camera and I've been happy with it. Until last summer, that is. My husband and I went on a trip to Alaska. The scenery was awesome! Sadly, the third day there, I dropped my camera and broke the zoom lens. The little town we were in had just one camera shop. They had the perfect lens, and price wasn't bad either. But when I tried to have it installed on my camera, the lens would not fit! The repairman said there was nothing he could do. Many companies make their goods incompatible with the competitors' offerings.

In the end, the problem almost spoiled my trip. Plus, when I got home, I had to order an expensive new lens from the Japanese company I bought my camera from, and the quality wasn't as good as the lens I had wanted to buy. So, as you can see, the “lock-in” products can be inconvenient and expensive to the consumer. But the companies love them because they force you to keep doing business with them.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

customer lock-in

Listening

e.g. prf / cam~ (camer(a) by Japan

happy

y'(last year), zoom lens ×

so look for replac~

but replac~ by others ×match

prf order ↑$ lens ← comp~ /sells her cam~

e.g. → lock-in limit cust~ choice → same prd / other comp~




Response （参考答案）




This lecture offers an example of
 product lock-in 
drawn from
 the professor's own experience.



According to the professor, she has a camera made in Japan and has been pretty happy
 with it.
 But last year, the zoom lens was accidentally
 broken. So she looked for a replacement. However, the replacement made by another company was incompatible with her camera. In the end, she had to order a more expensive lens from the company that had sold her the camera before. The example illustrates the negative side
 of lock-in products which limits customers' choices and freedom to purchase the same sort of products that are made by other companies.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) drawn from—taken from

(b) pretty happy—quite happy

(c) accidentally—inadvertently

(d) negative side—downside


Paraphrases
 　1. She has a Japanese camera that she has found highly satisfactory.

2. The example highlights the disadvantages of lock-in, in that after purchase customers are effectively chained to goods from one company.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Tom, are you okay? You should run over to the hospital. That toe may be broken.


M:
 Owwww! No, it's not so bad. Ow. And…you're funny. “Run” to the hospital! I can't run at all.


W:
 I meant to take a taxi. Here, I'll call one.


M:
 No, no. I have a study session for my English Literature class this afternoon. If I go to the hospital, I'll probably have to wait two or three hours. Then I'll miss most of the review.


W:
 I still think you should go. That toe is getting worse.


M:
 That's okay. See? I can stand up and walk. Besides, I really need to go to that review session.


W:
 But you're in pain! Of course, you could play Mr. Macho and go to the hospital tomorrow. But the toe might be even worse by then! That means you'll have to miss even more time from school. You always say health is the most important thing. Act like it!


M:
 The review session is important, too! I don't want to miss it. No, the doctor can wait. My class comes first. You know, a man must ignore his own hurts.


W:
 Tom, your injury will be worse tomorrow! You can count on it.


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: foot × & need doc

but review ses~

dilemma

2 Solutions

→ hosp~ now or tmw

Best choice

1st
 √

(1) if injury ×treated, miss ↑cla

(2) review ☆, but borrow note

×miss ☆




Response （参考答案）



The man has injured
 his foot and needs to see the doctor. But he has a review session this afternoon. He is therefore facing a dilemma and doesn't know what to do.



The woman insists
 he should go to the hospital now or else he can go tomorrow.


I think the man should
 go to the hospital now, because
 if the man's injury is not treated soon, he might miss even more classes later.


Also,
 even though the review session is important to him, he can borrow notes from somebody else. So he need not miss anything important.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　injure—hurt


Question　6



Lecture



M:
 Clearly, the Arctic is one of the world's harshest environments, even with global warming. Yet we still find bugs there! So, how do species like some insects survive under such extreme temperatures? Well, there are a number of adaptations. Today I'll mention just two.

The first is basking. You've seen your cat lie in the sun, right? Arctic insects do the same thing: they get out in the sun and they expose as much of themselves as possible to that sunlight. Take the Arctic butterfly as an example. Its typical way of staying warm is to get into the light and stretch its wings out as far as possible. Its wings can function like little solar panels. So the more of itself can be exposed to the sun, the warmer it gets.

The next example is freezing tolerance. I mean a temperature of zero degrees centigrade kills most insects in most places. But arctic flies have a kind of natural antifreeze in their bodies. They use a kind of protein called Tenebrio in their body which prevents them from being frozen. This enables them to make it through the Arctic winter and reproduce the next spring. This is really quite amazing when you recall how many creatures don't survive!


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Methods

adapt~ → cold / Arctic

(1) basking: used by butterflies / large wing

so spread wings / sun

absorb heat

(2) freezing tolerance: by arctic flies

antifreeze → survive winter

unlike others, survive in harsh & reproduce




Response （参考答案）




The lecture offers two examples of
 insect adaptation to cold areas like the Arctic
 .


The first is
 called basking. This is a tactic often employed by butterflies, which have large wing areas. The insect spreads its wings out in the sun and absorbs as much heat as possible.


Another method is
 freezing tolerance applied by arctic flies. These organisms
 have natural antifreeze in their bodies.
 It actually lets them survive freezing temperatures in the winter. Unlike most species of insects throughout the world
 , the arctic flies are able to survive harsh conditions
 and reproduce
 successfully.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) the Arctic—the Far North (65 degrees north)

(b) organisms—creatures

(c) throughout the world—worldwide, around the world

(d) conditions—environment, habitat

(e) reproduce—breed


Paraphrases
 　1. These creatures' bodies can produce natural antifreeze.

2. This species not only survives, but thrives and breeds well in its bitterly cold habitat. This sets it apart from the vast majority of insects everywhere!


【2012年2月25日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




What are the benefits of owning pets? Please provide specific examples and details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Should high school graduates attend college after settling into their own career or go to university first? Please provide specific examples and details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Constructing a Hotel

Southwestern University unveiled plans today to begin construction of a 120-room budget hotel near the university campus. According to the Alumni Association President, the university has received numerous complaints in recent years over the lack of safe, affordable lodging near campus for the convenience of visiting parents and relatives. Also, to further address student concerns, the university has promised that the price of a single room would initially be in the forty-dollar range. This venture into private, for-profit business marks a first for the 148-year-old institution.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion about the school's decision to build a hotel near the university. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Creeping Normalcy

Creeping normalcy is a phenomenon often met with in sociological study. Put simply, people will accept gradual changes whose net effect is detrimental, even though they would sharply resist any sudden change producing the same effect. Common examples include gradual tax increases, “acceptably low” inflation rates, and shrinking real wages. In colloquial English the phenomenon is also referred to as “the camel's nose”, “the slippery slope”, and “giving someone an inch.”



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Explain how the professor's personal experience of working as a TA in graduate school demonstrates the concept of creeping normalcy in the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the woman's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two ways for insects to breathe under water.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



What are the benefits of owning pets? Please provide specific examples and details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　Pets can be a huge and happy part of your life, and are worth all the responsibilities
 that come with them.



Reason 1
 　First of all, pets bring so much happiness to those who own them. A pet dog or cat greets you after a difficult day at work and makes you feel better.



Reason 2
 　Secondly, pets teach their owners
 a lot about responsibility and compassion. Having pets means feeding them, providing shelter and warmth for them, cleaning up after them, and giving them enough exercise and love. This is a fantastic
 way to teach young people about how to be more independent
 and responsible.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) responsibilities—duties

(b) owner—master

(c) fantastic—excellent

(d) independent—self-reliant


Paraphrases
 　1. Pets can play a major role in one's life and well repay all the duties they entail.

2. A dog or cat is there for you after work and picks up on your moods, cheering you up when you feel lonely or sharing your happiness.


Question　2



Should high school graduates attend college after settling into their own career or go to university first? Please provide specific examples and details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　As far as I am concerned, young people should get educated first.



Reason 1
 　Getting the job first will pull students away from their studies and career dreams. Without knowledge and skills or even a degree, they cannot find a good job or realize their ambitions.


Reason 2
 　Also, many young people have no idea what they want from a career.
 This is one of the most important reasons why we should go to college: to find what we love and are skilled at, and then pursue a career in that field. To skip
 this step would prevent many from making their dreams come true
 .




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) skip—omit

(b) come true—realize, fulfill


Paraphrases
 　1. For my money, the best path to the real world lies through getting an education first.

2. Many young people haven't a clue as to what career they are suited for.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Hey, Barbara, did you see the news last night?


W:
 What was it about?


M:
 The university was talking about a plan to build a budget hotel across the street from campus.


W:
 I didn't hear anything. But, hey I think the hotel's a great idea.


M:
 Why? There are a lot of hotels nearby campus. Aren't they enough?


W:
 There are a lot, but all the hotels near campus are either really old and shabby or too expensive. Let's say my family or friends want to visit me. That means they would have to find a hotel in town if they want a clean, affordable room and drive a long way through really bad traffic.


M:
 That is quite true. So yeah, you're right! The new hotel could be very convenient for family and friends visiting us at the university.


W:
 Well, how much would it cost to live in the hotel?


M:
 The news said that a single room would cost about forty dollars.


W:
 That's not bad at all. I have a friend who visited me a few weeks back and the nearest decent hotel was ninety dollars a night!


M:
 Could your friend afford that?


W:
 No, of course not. She had to drive home really late. With a hotel as cheap as you said, that won't have to happen again.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

uni→ ↑hotel near campus

Listening

w√

(1) hotel → guests → comf~ & clean~ pl stay

esp desir~ → ppl → far away

or they →hotel →city center far & traffic

(2) hotel afford~

if open, frd ×dr home late after visiting




Response （参考答案）




The university will begin building
 a hotel near campus.



The woman thinks the plan is a good idea for two reasons
 .



The first reason is that
 the new hotel will provide guests and visitors with a comfortable and clean place to stay near campus, which is especially desirable for those coming from far away. Otherwise they must find a hotel in the city center
 , which is far away and beset by too much traffic.



Another reason is that
 the hotel is affordable. The planned price is less than half of that of hotels nearby. The woman says that with the hotel open, her friend on a budget won't have to drive home late after visiting.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) begin building—begin construction of

(b) reason—ground

(c) city center—downtown


Paraphrases
 　1. The school will soon begin building an economy hotel located adjacent to the campus.

2. Failing this, they will be forced to look for lodging in the distant and traffic-congested downtown area.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 I know, after reading the definition of the creeping normalcy you probably wondered why people are so foolish or blind, right? But, in fact, this kind of thing happens all the time. Take me. You all know I'm hardly naive, and in fact I've always been pretty hard to fool. Still…

I went to grad school at Yale, which is not cheap. I was just a poor kid from the Midwest, so I had to work part-time to help pay my way. I had a part time job as a TA for a history professor. Part of my job was to arrange research books and articles at the library each week.

At first, that only took about two hours a week. But you know professors: as the semester goes on, they start piling on the class assignments. More books were needed and guess who had to find them! At first it was just an hour here or there. But later I realized that my work time increased an average of an hour a week. By the time finals week rolled around, I was putting in more than twelve hours a week!

Although I was paid for doing it, I needed the time to do my own class work. I barely got my papers written, and my exam scores were nothing to brag about. If I had known I would have to work that much, I would have refused. Or at least, I would have tried to ask for shorter hours. But the change was so gradual that I didn't realize the effect till too late. So, the lesson here is, yes, creeping normalcy can—and will—happen to you!


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

creeping normalcy

Listening

prf work as TA (teaching assistant)

job = arrange lib~ mat~ → stu / hist cla~

begin 2 hr / wk

later, work↑ hr / wk

end of 期 work hrs / wk → ×tm → stdy

prf refuse if know b4, but late → realize




Response （参考答案）




The professor gives an example of creeping normalcy from his own experience.



According to the lecture,
 he used to work as a teaching assistant. His job was to arrange library materials for the students in a history class. At first he only worked about two hours a week. As the semester
 went on
 , however, he gradually was expected to
 put in a little more time each week. By the end of the semester, his work hours had grown excessively. He had nearly no time for his own studies.
 The professor would have refused to work that many hours if he had known in advance
 , but he did not realize the effect until it was too late.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) semester—term

(b) go on—wear on

(c) be expected to—be called upon to

(d) in advance—beforehand


Paraphrases
 　1. The example about creeping normalcy comes from the professor's own personal history.

2. He was left with virtually no time to pursue his own studies.


Question　5



Conversation



M:
 Hey, Francine! Are you okay?


W:
 I just realized I've got one heck of a time conflict!


M:
 With what? Anything serious?


W:
 Quite a bit, maybe. It's something pretty simple, but hard to solve. Next Wednesday, I agreed to help out at the museum. Remember, I'm an assistant guide? Well, there's a group of school kids I'm supposed to show around.


M:
 Hey, isn't Steven Hawking supposed to give a lecture there on Wednesday?


W:
 You got it. So, it's like a big day at the museum. Even kids of nine, ten years old know who Steven Hawking is.


M:
 So what's the problem? You get to hear the great man speak for free!


W:
 Yeah, but you know my roommate May?


M:
 Yeah?


W:
 She is currently working at the library. And I promised her to help her re-shelve books on the same day I assist at the museum. I completely forgot about the library thing.


M:
 Oh, well why not just take the kids to the museum in the morning and help May in the afternoon?


W:
 I can't. The Steven Hawking speech will be in the afternoon. I'm sure the kids all want to see and hear him. I'd get in trouble if I made them miss that lecture!


M:
 Maybe you'd better tell May you made a mistake. There's still almost a week for her to find someone else to help. She does have other friends, I'm sure.


W:
 I would, but she's my best friend and I really hate to break a promise.


M:
 You made two promises that conflict. You have to break one.


W:
 Yes, it does look that way. But which one?


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

w: conflict take kid→ mus~ or help frd / lib~

2 Solutions

(1) take kid→ mus~ / morn~ & help frd later

(2) tell frd find sb~

Best choice

1st
 √

take kid → mus~ ☆

if × kid disp~

visit the mus~ morn~ only

help frd after~

prb ×




Response （参考答案）




The woman is facing a conflict over whether
 to guide a group of children at the museum or
 to help her friend in the library. She promised different people to do both.


The man first suggests that she take the kids to the museum, but only in the morning.
 Then she can help her friend later. The other suggestion is to
 tell her friend to find somebody else to help.


Personally speaking, I prefer the first solution.



First,
 the woman has to take the children to the museum; otherwise, the kids will be disappointed. Children may know who Stephen Hawking is. But most would still be bored by his afternoon lecture. So they can visit the museum in the morning only, and then the woman can help her friend in the library that afternoon. In this way, she keeps both promises
 , and the problem is solved.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　keep a promise—honor a promise


Paraphrases
 　The first suggestion is that the museum trip be confined to the forenoon hours.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 The way insects adapt to the most unlikely environments is fascinating. Everyone knows that fish breathe underwater, right? However, it's not only fish that can breathe underwater. Some insect species do, too! There are two ways different kinds of insects manage to breathe underwater.

The first way is for the insect underwater to go on breathing the air above water. Take the water scorpion as an example. The creature is actually an insect that looks a bit like a real scorpion. This little bug has a long tail, like a scorpion. Only the tail is actually a tube. When the insect is underwater, the end of the tail is still above the water. The insect then goes on breathing through this tube. That's right, just like people using a snorkel tube when they swim a little way underwater.

The other way insects breathe underwater is for them to go all the way under, but to take air with them. For instance, there's an insect called “diving beetle.” I understand it's found mostly in Europe, especially England. This insect catches air with its outer wings while it is above water. Then, when it goes under the water, it carries this air with it as bubbles. These bubbles then give it a supply of air to breathe from. Again this is like a human diver, carrying a bottle of air with him when he dives.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Methods

insect breathe underwater

(1) part of body out water

e.g. water scorpion tail-like tube above water surface

so breathe

(2) carry air → water

e.g. beetle's wing → trap air → bubble

so breathe ←bubble when below surface




Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about two methods
 insects employ to breathe underwater.


One way is for the insect underwater
 to have part of its body out of the water.
 For example, the water scorpion has a tail-like tube. The tube sticks
 above the water's surface and the insect breathes through it.


The other method is for the insect to carry air underwater with it.
 For instance, the diving beetle's wings trap air above the water and form bubbles. It then breathes from the bubbles when it goes below the surface
 .




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) underwater—submerged

(b) stick—extend

(c) go below the surface—dive, submerge


Paraphrases
 　1. One method is for the insect to be only partially submerged.

2. The other method calls for the insect to transport its own air supply when it dives.


Tips


〇　Even though__________, I think________. (尽管……我认为……)


【例句】Even though he failed in this exam, I still think he is the best student in the class.

【译文】尽管他这次考试失败了，我仍然认为他是班上最好的学生。

【例句】Even though I took the medicine, I think I feel worse than I did yesterday.

【译文】尽管我吃了药，我认为我好像比昨天更严重了。




【2012年3月4日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All students should take a cooking class.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children will learn more if the teachers are kind and friendly.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Proposal of Removing Telephone

I would like to urge that the university remove telephones from students' on-campus housing. There are many considerations that make this a good idea. First of all, almost everyone has a cellphone. This means most standard phones are never used anyhow. A second reason is that if the unused phones are taken out of students' rooms, the students can save money by not having to pay phone bills. So since the phones are useless and cost money, let's use some common sense and get rid of them.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The woman expresses her opinion toward the proposal of removing telephones from the students' dorm rooms. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Communal Nutrition

Communal nutrition refers to the behavior of certain animals, birds, and insect species to forage in the interests of the entire group and not just the individual animal. This is in contrast to species whose members forage solely for their individual benefit or, more commonly, as a member of a mating couple. Two situations commonly occur among group foraging species. The first one is where every member benefits by the group activity. The other is where some individuals are actually disadvantaged by the obligation to forage for the benefit of the group.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.


[image: x1]




Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain how the lecture is related to the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speakers discuss two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then explain what you think the man should do and why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two effects of the invention of the camera on painters.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All students should take a cooking class.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I believe students should learn to cook.


Reason 1
 　First, cooking at home can save money
 because it is cheaper than eating out. In my particular case, I will be going to
 the United States next year, and the cost of everything will be expensive
 . I cannot afford
 to eat in the restaurant every day.
 Therefore, learning to cook is quite essential for me.


Reason 2
 　Also, cooking at home can help relieve pressure
 . As a student, I feel stressed out when there are too many assignments and exams.
 Therefore, taking a break and cooking with friends can be very relaxing and give me a break from my study.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) save money—economize

(b) go to—relocate to

(c) expensive—costly

(d) afford—bear the cost

(e) relieve pressure—set free from stress, allay stress


Paraphrases
 　1. Eating out would be a budget breaker.

2. With my heavy course load, I may buckle under the pressure.


Question　2



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children will learn more if the teachers are kind and friendly.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　Teachers should be kind and friendly, but not too much.


Reason 1
 　Children need order if they are to learn.
 But a teacher who is friendly is a source of fun. Kids are learning to be adults and a friend is someone who does not try to mould
 you.


Reason 2
 　Learning is hard work. A great teacher is one who makes you do a good deal
 more than you ever believed possible. And also, a friendly teacher makes you feel comfortable. Learning begins where comfort leaves off
 , some people say. I insist, however, that the two go together.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) mould—shape

(b) a good deal—a large amount

(c) leave off—cease


Paraphrases
 　Children need boundaries, not adult pals.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Hi Vicky. Did you hear the university might take the phones out of the dorms? Good news for you! You say your roommate is always talking on the phone.


W:
 Actually, that's a terrible idea!


M:
 Why? You read the letter in the paper last week. We all have cellphones anyway.


W:
 Sure, for all the good that does! The university is surrounded by mountains and it is located in a small city. Half the time you can't get a signal for the mobile. We need phones when the cellphones don't work. I mean, what if someone's hurt or there is an emergency?


M:
 Hmmm, yeah. That is a point.


W:
 Besides that, if the phones are taken out of the dorms, it doesn't necessarily save us any money. You only pay for the dorm phone if you use it. If you don't use it, there's no charge. If you take out the regular phone, people will just spend more on the cellphone. So why change things that don't need to be changed? I think it is better to leave it.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

let~ → ×standard phone / dorm

Listening

w ×

(1) stu /mobile, but × signal / mt area

∴dorm phone ☆ esp emer~

(2) ×standard phone → × save $

Stu pay if call

If × use room phone, × pay




Response （参考答案）




A letter from a student suggests that
 the standard phones in the dormitory should be removed
 . But the woman opposes this idea for two reasons.


The first is that
 , even though most people have mobile phones, the mountains around the campus often block phone signals
 .
 Thus, dorm phones are very important, especially in an emergency.


Second,
 taking phones out of the rooms won't save students money. 
Presently
 , students only pay for calls they make. If they do not use their room phone, they pay nothing.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) remove—take out

(b) signal—transmission

(c) presently—currently


Paraphrases
 　1. The mountains around campus interfere with the necessary signals.

2. There is a fee for phone use; the phone itself is free.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 Last week we dealt with individual foraging. Today we turn to group foraging. Well, if you did the reading, you'll have an idea. Let's talk about ants.

Consider that a fair number of ants live only underground. There's the queen ant, there are the ants that care for the baby ants, there are workers whose only job is to build and repair tunnels. The forager ants have to feed all of these, plus themselves. In any given ant community, probably less than a quarter are foragers. So, as you can see, they're not working for themselves, but for all the other ants as well.

In addition, different ants require different kinds of food. Adult ants require a high sugar intake in order to keep up with their energy level. The young require protein-rich food like some kinds of mushrooms in order to grow. Many ants underground require food with vitamin D, since they never see the sun. It's the job of the foragers to provide food for all.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

communal nutrition

Listening

indiv organ~ →fd →grp, ×themselves

ants feed self & other ants

also bring dif ~ fd → dif~ ants

e.g. fd → adult → energy e.g. sugar

fd → baby → protein → help grow up e.g. mushroom




Response （参考答案）



The professor's lecture gives an example of
 communal nutrition, which means
 individual organisms forage
 food for the entire group, not just themselves. The lecture discusses ants to illustrate this phenomenon.



The professor notes that forager ants, besides feeding themselves, have to feed
 other ants.
 In addition, foragers have to bring different types of food needed by the different ant types. For example, the food for adult
 ants must provide them with energy
 and the food for baby ants should contain protein
 to help them grow.
 Sugar is an example of the former; mushrooms
 of the latter.


Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) forage—search for

(b) feed—support

(c) adult—grown

(d) protein—amino acids

(e) mushrooms—fungi


Paraphrases
 　1. Apart from themselves, forager ants must support the rest of the colony as well.

2. Adult ants require sugar-rich foods for energy; baby ants must be raised on a diet heavy in amino acids.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Hey Mark, you look worried!


M:
 Yes, I am.


W:
 Tell me what's wrong.


M:
 My car broke down! And I live fifteen miles from campus! I need my car to get to school. But to repair a car is pretty expensive and I can't afford to get it fixed.


W:
 Don't you live with your brother? He graduated a few years ago and has a job. Ask him for money.


M:
 No good. My brother would think the repairs are big money. Besides he would probably need me to pay it back by the first of the month. I don't think I can return the money that soon. So I can't give him my problems.


W:
 Yeah, I see. So take a bus. There, problem solved!


M:
 No, not exactly. I have to transfer three times to get to campus. That, plus the time on the road, makes a mess of my daily schedule! I'll be on the bus maybe four hours a day. Dang, what can I do?


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: need car → schl, but car ×

× pay for repair

2 Solutions

(1) borrow $ from bro~

(2) take bus → schl

Best choice

2nd
 √

(1) bro serious →$ & need back soon

rela~ × if ×pay soon

(2) take bus√ ∵→ schl on time

live with if ×change




Response （参考答案）



The man needs his car to go to school. But the car has broken down and he cannot afford the repairs.


His friend suggests that he borrow

 money from his brother or
 take the bus to campus.


Personally speaking, I think the second solution is better.



First,
 his brother is very serious about money
 and thinks the amount of money is too big. Plus, he'd probably want it back immediately. Their relationship would probably
 be affected
 if the student is unable to pay it back as soon as possible.




Therefore,
 taking the bus is the only solution because the bus can get him to campus on time. Sometimes one needs to live with
 something he can't change.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) borrow—get a loan

(b) very serious about money—money conscious

(c) probably—quite likely

(d) affected—strained

(e) as soon as possible—with all speed

(f) live with—put up with


Paraphrases
 1. An unpaid loan would be a strain on their relationship.

2. Sometimes we need to change ourselves, not the circumstances.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 　Photography has had a number of influences on painting. Two effects the camera has had on painters deserve special mention here.

The first involves painters using the camera as a supporting tool. What we think we see is not always what takes place. This is especially the case with animals or people in motion. The most famous example is that of horses. Horses can run so quickly that none of us can see the motion of their legs. For centuries artists showed horses as leaping with legs extended. But the camera allows painters to capture motion that cannot be registered by human eyes. With the assistance of the camera, painters can draw a whole, accurate picture of horses running.

The other influence is in a contrary direction. The advent of color photography has made for a much deeper appreciation of color than was generally seen among earlier generations of artists. Nowadays no artist would simply think and paint skin as flesh-colored. Instead, a variety of tints or colors from black and gray to blue, yellow, and green are used to describe the subject's mood or character. This is thanks, in part, to the nuances of color photography.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Effects

2 influ~ photo~ → paint~

(1) cam~ (camer(a) help~ tool → artists → details / motion / run~ ani~

∵help of cam~, painters → ×leap~ horses legs ext~

∵photo~ art →realistic

(2) photo change color use

e.g. the skin ×flesh-colored

dif color → personality & mood

also swift from realism




Response （参考答案）




The lecture mentions two influences of
 photography on painting.


First, the professor says that
 the camera is a very helpful tool that allows artists to capture, in detail, the motion of running animals. With the help of cameras, painters no longer draw leaping horses with all legs extended
 . Thanks to photography, art has become more realistic
 than before.



Another development is that
 photography has changed
 the way artists use color in their paintings. For example, skin is no longer shown as flesh-colored, but a number of
 colors are combined to express or highlight the subject's personality or mood. In this case, the effect of photography has been to shift
 painting away from strict realism.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) extended—stretched

(b) realistic—accurate

(c) changed—revolutionized

(d) a number of—a medley of

(e) shift—nudge


Paraphrases
 　1. Art is now more realistic than before due to the analyses of photography.

2. Here, photography has weaned art away from mindless realism.


Tips


〇　It is no use__________; you should______________.（……是没有用的，你应该……）


【例句】It is no use doing what you like; you should like what you do.

【译文】不能爱哪行干哪行，而应该干哪行爱哪行。

【例句】It is no use being angry with society; we should work hard to make it much better.

【译文】对社会气愤没有用，我们应该努力以使社会变得更好。




【2012年3月10日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Your friend wants to improve his score in class, do you have any suggestions? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Some people believe students should play games for enjoyment, others believe they should compete in sports in order to win. Which position do you take?



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Improvement of the College Directory

The Registrar's Office today announced plans to upgrade the student directory, which presently includes contact information of all students. Assistant Registrar Rachel Carson said the directory will now include color photographs of all students. This should let students know if they have the person they are trying to contact. An even greater improvement is for the university to upload the entire directory onto its online website. “With this move, the University of Texas has taken a big step forward into the cyber world, allowing students of different universities to contact with each other,” said Carson.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.
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Question: The man expresses his opinion about the college directory improvement. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Peer Reinforcement

Peer reinforcement is a method of behavior modification. If an individual makes a blameworthy mistake or displays other inappropriate behavior, it is usually ineffective simply to tell him that he is wrong. It is far more useful to find someone of his same status—a “peer”—who does not display the unacceptable behavior. This “model” will get the miscreant's attention and, it is hoped, lead to improvement in the latter's behavior.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Explain how the professor's example of teachers using strategy to change the misbehavior of a student demonstrates the concept of peer reinforcement in the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two kinds of barriers creatures such as ants use to defend their food.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Your friend wants to improve his score in class, do you have any suggestions? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I would give my friend two suggestions to improve his score.


Reason 1
 　First, my friend needs to find out
 exactly
 why his score is low. He should look over his past exams and find his mistakes.
 Then, he should consult the teacher about his weaknesses
 .


Reason 2
 　Then, once my friend knows his weaknesses, he should spend more time in studying those areas and improve his failings. After this he should look to other difficult areas and improve them as well.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) find out—discover, determine

(b) exactly—precisely

(c) weaknesses—shortcomings


Paraphrases
 　1. He should review past exams and ferret out his underlying errors.

2. He should also search out other areas of difficulty with an eye to improvement.


Question　2



Some people believe students should play games for enjoyment, others believe they should compete in sports in order to win. Which position do you take?



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I believe we should play games in an attempt to win.



Reason 1
 　To begin with, the adult world is often very competitive
 : for promotion
 at work, for the best seat on the subway, for the best house, for the best car, and so on. When students play sports with peers, they should play competitively, because this prepares them for the real world later on.


Reason 2
 　Further, just as life is competitive, in every sports there must be a winner and a loser
 .
 Students should play hard
 for the victory, but also be resolute in defeat and determine to win next time.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) competitive—dog-eat-dog

(b) promotion—advancement

(c) winner/loser—victor/vanquished

(e) play hard—try to do one's best, strive


Paraphrases
 　1. If you play at all, play to win.

2. In sports, as in life, there are winners and losers.


Question　3



Conversation



W:
 Hey, Jason. It looks like you've got good news.


M:
 Yes, I'm happy about the new student directory.


W:
 I didn't hear of it. What is new about it?


M:
 Well, now the directory will have everyone's picture!p


W:
 Really? Why would they do that?


M:
 You know, two students might have the same name. I used to get confused when I looked for my friends in the directory. Last semester I was trying to find a girl named Linda Vega. There were three Linda Vegas in the directory. It was really hard to find the one I wanted! However, with the photos, I would be sure I've got the right person. It can save everyone a lot of trouble.


W:
 Oh, great!


M:
 Anyway, the university is also going to put the directory on the internet.


W:
 Why on the internet? Too many strange people can find me already!


M:
 Some students cannot find the hard copy of the directory or they don't want to always carry that heavy directory book with them. This way, it is easier and faster for students to find the information if the electronic version of the directory is available online.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

uni →↑stu directory →color pic & online

Listening

m √

(1) ↑stu same name, photo help → identify each other, ×confused

(2) ppr directory → large & heavy

∴×easy to carry

online directory → easy to check info short time




Response （参考答案）




The university will upgrade

 its student directory with color photographs as well as making it available online.


The male student is enthusiastic about the improvement for two main reasons.



First, since more than one person may have the same name, the addition of photographs will help students identify each other, so they won't be confused
 .


Second,
 the paper directory is large and heavy. So it is not easy for students to carry and not handy
 to use. With the online directory, students can easily check out the information they need in a short time.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) upgrade—improve

(b) handy—convenient


Paraphrases
 　1. The addition of photographs will help prevent confusion./Including photos will be a big help because sometimes several people share the same name.

2. As such, the young man thinks it will be far easier reaching the people he wants to find.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 Yes, I know that today's reading of peer reinforcement was slow going. But as we know, psychologists usually take ordinary actions and make the theory behind them seem strange and mysterious. Seriously, though, an example of peer reinforcement should make everything pretty clear.

There was a kindergarten pupil, let's call her Sarah. She did not obey the class rules for play and interfered with other children. She also would not pick up building blocks after playing with them and sometimes went on playing after play time had ended. Her teachers, of course, told her to play nicely and to pick up the blocks. But, yep that's right. In one ear and out the other, she did not listen and did not obey.

So one of the teachers noticed there was a boy in class named Paul. Paul always played nicely, picked up his blocks, and stopped playing when told to stop. So the teacher changed the strategy by praising Paul in front of Sarah and even had Paul and Sarah play with each other. Quickly, Sarah started acting more like Paul. She picked up her blocks, and she stopped playing on time. So, you see, the example of her peer Paul was more effective in correcting Sarah's behavior than anything her teacher could say. Or, at any rate, Paul's example, PLUS what the teacher said were enough to correct Sarah's misbehaving.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

peer reinforcement

Listening

e.g. S(Sarah) ×play →← other stu

×pick up toys

× stop / tm → ply end

× listen to teacher

praise peer & ask S play →← other peer

act like peer : pick up toy / × play / on time

∴ peer's example > teacher's words




Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about a psychological concept called
 peer reinforcement. The professor presents a case study of
 a kindergarten student named Sarah to illustrate this concept
 .


According to the lecture,
 Sarah did not play well with others. She also did not pick up her toys after playing or stop playing when the time for play ended. And she never listened to her teachers.
 So one of her teachers praised
 another obedient
 pupil in front of Sarah and even asked them to play together. Soon the girl acted much more like her peer.
 She picked up her toys and stopped playing on time. So the example of her peer was more effective
 than the teacher's words.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) praise—commend, extol

(b) obedient—compliant

(c) effective—fruitful


Paraphrases
 　1. Her teachers'commands were ineffective.

2. The girl quickly followed her peer's lead.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Wow, Scott! What is going on? I saw you here in the library at 8:00 am this morning. It's almost 9:00 pm now. Have you been here the whole day?


M:
 Yeah, I'll be here till closing time. Same thing tomorrow, too.


W:
 So what's the big deal?


M:
 Well, you know I'm Professor David's teaching assistant for the history class this semester.


W:
 Sure, that's all you've talked about. Like what a great opportunity it is.


M:
 It is a great opportunity. That's part of the problem. Dr. David told me yesterday he wanted me to give Friday's lecture to the students.


W:
 That's just two days away! Now is your chance to show everyone how bright you are.


M:
 That's the trouble! I know too much. I'll never fit it all into a one-hour lecture.


W:
 Scott. You're not supposed to tell them everything. You pick one important point and talk about it.


M:
 But that's just half the problem.


W:
 What's the other half?


M:
 Dr. David again. I have his other class, too. So I have an essay due the same day as the lecture.


W:
 Easy. Just tell him about the conflict and say you'll do the lecture another time.


M:
 That's a terrible idea! It'll look like I can't handle responsibility. I have to do the lecture and I don't want to miss the opportunity.


W:
 So then be a man and do both lecture and paper.


M:
 But I'm scared I'll do badly on both of them! Oh God! Panic time!


W:
 Calm down, calm down. Just do your best!


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: prf ask → lec~ → cla~ & paper due same day

worry →× do well

2 Solutions

(1) re schd → lec~

(2) both

Best choice

2nd
 √

(1) TA → duty → give lec~ √

(2) all face chal~

accept it & get over → ↑deter~ & respons~

×panic




Response （参考答案）




The student's problem is that his professor asked him to give a lecture
 to the class on the same day an important essay
 is due. The student worries that he cannot do well on both tasks.



His friend suggests that
 he reschedule the lecture. Failing that, he can
 just try his hardest to do both tasks.


I think the man should do both.



First, he is the professor's teaching assistant and thus needs to fulfill his duties
 and give a well-prepared lecture.


Second,
 everybody faces challenges sometimes. The man needs to accept the fact and get it over with
 , as this is the way people acquire determination and develop responsibility. So there is no reason to panic.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) give a lecture—deliver a lecture

(b) essay—term paper

(c) get it over with—complete, perform


Paraphrases
 　1. The student is deeply concerned over both the task's demands and the fact that he is to submit a paper to the professor that same day.

2. First, the student pledged himself to fulfill his duties when he took on the job of teaching assistant.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 　Today we're going to talk about how animals defend their food once they find it. I mean, often they can't eat it all at once. One common tactic adopted by animals involves use of a barrier. There are a number of types of barriers animals use. Today we will touch on two, using ants as an example.

The first is a chemical barrier. This is created by the ants emitting certain chemical substances to keep other kinds of animal away from the food. For example, the food might be too big to carry back to the hill without help. So, before the ants head back home to get help, they secrete a chemical onto the food. This chemical is highly unpleasant to most other insects and small animals, so the food will not be taken while the ants are gone.

The other type of barrier that ants use is a little more obvious. They make an ordinary physical barrier to deny access to the food. For instance, ants may pile small stones over the food, creating a blockade that most other insects cannot enter. Meanwhile, the ants go back to their home to enlist more help.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Methods

2 法 ani~ → defend food 供

e.g. ants

(1) chemical: if fd large × carry

release smell~ chem~ → fd

other ani~ ×it

meantime, get help → fd

(2) small stone on fd →×other insect carry

then get ↑labor →carry fd




Response （参考答案）




The professor discusses two methods
 animals use to defend
 food supplies. Both examples are of ants.


One method is
 creating a chemical barrier. If the food is too large to carry, these ants release
 an unpleasant, smelling chemical into the food
 , making other insects or small animals avoid it. In the meantime, the ants return home to get help.


In other cases, they heap
 small stones
 over the food as a way to discourage other insects from carrying away
 the food.
 Then the ants return to their hill to recruit the necessary labor to carry the food back home.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) defend—protect

(b) release—secrete, emit

(c) heap—pile

(d) stone—rock

(e) carry away—carry off


Paraphrases
 　1. If a piece of food is too large to carry, the ants will leave a foul-smelling chemical on the food.

2. They have also been known to pile small stones over the food in order to discourage competitors from bearing away their prize.


Tips


〇　Considering______, it is better to______. (考虑到……，……是更好的)


【例句】Considering the traffic jam, it is better to take subway to school.

【译文】考虑到堵车，坐地铁去学校更好。

【例句】Considering that it is likely to rain in the afternoon, it is better to take an umbrella with us.

【译文】考虑到下午可能会下雨，我们最好带把伞。


〇　In order to__________, you must_________. (为了……你必须……)


【例句】In order to succeed, you must overcome any hardships.

【译文】为了成功，你必须克服任何困难。

【例句】In order to get a loan, you must first prove you don't need it.

【译文】为了得到一笔贷款，你必须首先证明你并不需要它。




【2012年4月22日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Your friends want to drop out of university or college. Do you agree or disagree? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you agree or disagree that assignments handed in after the deadline should receive lower scores? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Letter from a Student

This letter is to encourage the regents of Luther College to set aside at least five special scholarships for students choosing to major in chemistry. There are strong reasons for additional support for chemistry majors in particular. The first of these are the contributions chemistry majors have made to this school's reputation. A further reason for tendering this aid is that an increase in financial aid will provide high-quality students with additional incentive to attend Luther College. Needless to say, a rise in the number of highly qualified students will only go to improve this school's already sterling reputation.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The man expresses his opinion about the proposal that the college should give more scholarships to chemistry majors. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Emotion Display Rules

Emotion display rules are the unwritten and often unformulated “rules” guiding the show of emotion in different cultures. They help determine which emotion can be shown in what way by whom and in what situation. Research has shown that not only deliberate but even spontaneous shows of emotion follow rules that vary with culture. Often, what emotion may be displayed and in what way change depending on the agent's age, gender, social status etc. One presently unpopular corollary to the existence of such rules is the implication that cultural stereotypes may, indeed, have a basis in fact.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.


[image: x1]




Question Explain how the example of the professor's four-year-old daughter demonstrates the concept of emotion display rules in the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two effects the expansion of railroads had on business in the U.S.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Your friends want to drop out of university or college. Do you agree or disagree? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I would advise them not to drop out of college.


Reason 1
 　The global job market has been in decline
 in recent years.
 If my friends want to drop out of school, I would tell them to stay
 in school because it is very hard for young people to find jobs without a college degree.


Reason 2
 　Furthermore
 , since most companies expect their employees to have a degree
 , dropping out of school would hurt
 my friends' chances of having a happy and stable life in the future.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) decline—nosedive

(b) stay—remain

(c) furthermore—moreover

(d) hurt—impair


Paraphrases
 　1. Recently, the employment outlook has been moribund.

2. The expectation of most companies is that prospective employees will have completed their degree.


Question　2



Do you agree or disagree that assignments handed in after the deadline should receive lower scores? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I believe that late assignments should not be scored equally with those submitted on time.


Reason 1
 　Firstly, scoring
 late assignments equally would be unfair
 to other students. All students face pressure from deadlines, but for one pupil to receive special treatment while others actually get their work done on time would create
 further problems in grading
 .


Reason 2
 　Letting lazy students turn in their assignments late for an equal grade also encourages even more laziness and poor study habits in the future. If a student can turn in one paper late and get a high score, then he will repeat this bad habit in the future, and being unpunctual
 will become his or her normal routine.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) scoring—grading

(b) unfair—unjust

(c) create—breed, foster

(d) unpunctual—chronically late


Paraphrases
 　Every student scrambles to meet deadlines, so according some preferential treatment only breeds further problems in grading.


Question　3



Conversation



W:
 OK, Nick. I can see you want to say something. What is it?


M:
 What? I'll tell you what! A guy is asking the school to provide more scholarships as a reward for chemistry majors.


W:
 Chemistry is a really strong program here. Why shouldn't some lucky kids benefit?


M:
 They have enough benefits already! The school gives them an opportunity to earn a degree. Do you know how much a student with a B.S. degree in chemistry earns? The degree is quite a prize in itself. Besides, students should earn their rewards themselves, not simply be rewarded for selecting a certain major.


W:
 I know, I know. But let's be fair here. Chemistry is why this school's famous. So the Chemistry Department can give some reward to its students, right?


M:
 There are always other ways to give rewards. The department can upgrade their labs, buy new equipment, subscribe to all the journals, and give their students really good training. Why just select five or six high-school geniuses? If the department did what I said, it would benefit the students, faculty, and the school.


W:
 I guess so.


M:
 I'm going to do something about this. This is unfair to all other departments.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

let~ → schl → 奖stu → choose chem~

Listening

m ×

(1) be rewarded if fullfill & earn by self…×select~ mj

chem~ degree = prize

(2) ×offer 奖, but ↑ eqp and faci~ → benefit stu, fac~, sch




Response （参考答案）




A letter from a student suggests that the college should set aside

 additional scholarships for students choosing to major in chemistry.


The male student in the conversation disagrees with the letter. He offers two main reasons.



First, he thinks that students should be rewarded if they fulfill the program requirements and earn rewards themselves, not simply for selecting
 a certain major.
 A chemistry degree from the college is a prize in itself
 , as he points out.


Second, he thinks that instead of offering scholarships to students, the department should improve its equipment and facilities, which would benefit all students, faculty, and the school.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) set aside—reserve

(b) select—opt for

(c) a prize in itself—reward enough


Paraphrases
 　1. He maintains that rather than be rewarded for selecting a certain major, students should be recognized for genuine outstanding achievements.

2. He thinks the money would be better spent upgrading facilities rather than on scholarships.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 Today I'd like to get back to something easier: Emotion Display Rules. As we said during the last class, these are rules that govern how we show emotion, depending on our culture.

Anyhow, I'd like to open with an example of my daughter Sally who is only 4 years old. She's a little spoiled. So before the birthday party last year, both I and my wife told her that if she got a present she didn't like, she shouldn't say so.

Sure enough, her grandmother gave her a dress that was cute but really old-fashioned. I could almost FEEL how much Sally disliked it. Luckily, her mom saved the day. She told Sally the clothes were just lovely. Sally's a smart kid. She picked up the clothes and smiled and gave her grandma a big hug. Of course, she still dislikes wearing the dress, but during the time Grandma visited, she was smiling.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

emotion display rules

Listening

e.g. prf's daughter

4 yr old / spoiled

b4 birthday, parents → girl × show dislike → gifts

grandma → old fash~ dress, girl x like

b4 show sad, mom → dress √

girl take hint, 谢 / hug → grandma

story: chld learn & use emot~ display rules




Response （参考答案）




The professor's main concern is to offer an example of
 emotion display rules in the lecture. He cites the case of
 his daughter.


According to the lecture,
 the girl is four years old and a bit spoiled
 . Before her birthday party, her parents warned her not to show her dislike for any gifts she got.
 Then, on her birthday, her grandmother gave her an old-fashioned
 dress. Before the girl showed
 she was sad, the mother said the dress was lovely. The girl took the hint
 , thanked her grandma and gave her a hug
 . The story shows how a child might learn, and use the emotion display rules.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) a bit spoiled—a bit of a brat

(b) old-fashioned—outmoded

(c) show—display

(d) take a hint—take a cue from

(e) give a hug—embrace


Paraphrases
 　1. The girl was admonished by her parents not to communicate her displeasure over anything she received as a gift.

2. The story illustrates how such rules are inculcated in and internalized by children.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Hello Stan. What's going on here…a little accident?


M:
 Well, I just fell and broke my roommate's lamp.


W:
 That's terrible! Maybe you should drink less wine, eh?


M:
 Thanks! It really is broken. What can I do? My roommate will be angry when he sees it.


W:
 Why not just go over to that big shopping center? I'm sure they have one like it.


M:
 I would. But this is a good lamp. I'm pretty sure I couldn't afford one like it.


W:
 Well, you need light in here. Just go and buy a cheaper one you can afford.


M:
 Yeah I could. But my roommate would be pretty angry when he sees it. He'd know his was broken.


W:
 So what are you going to do?


M:
 I really don't know…


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: ×lamp /↑$…rmt's

2 Solutions

(1) replace

(2) buy cheaper

Best choice

2nd
 √

repl~ ↑$…× afford

∴ buy cheaper 1st , then save $ → replace

rmt × angry




Response （参考答案）




The man
 just broke an expensive lamp that belongs to his roommate.


His friend thinks he should either
 replace the lamp or
 at least buy a cheap one to fix
 the current situation.


Personally speaking, I prefer the second solution
 because the replacement is too expensive, and he cannot afford to buy one. Therefore, to solve the problem, the man simply needs to buy a cheaper lamp first. Then, he can begin to save up
 money to replace the one he broke. This way, he can avoid
 his roommate's displeasure.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) fix—remedy

(b) save up—set aside

(c) avoid—defuse


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 　Living in this, the late Automobile Age, it is difficult to imagine the impacts that railroads had on American business and culture. In today's lecture, I'd like to sketch out two broad effects railroads had on business.

First of all and most obviously, railroads made for the easy shipment of goods. A journey that took all day by horse cart, now took an hour and soon less. A week's travel shrank to less than half a day. So, say you were a watchmaker. Before the railroad, you could only sell to customers in your city. With the coming of trains, you could sell anywhere the railroad went. That's not all. You could now sell everywhere on a global scale. That is, your number of potential customers multiplied hugely! So that's right, the easy shipment of goods was an invitation for making shops and factories bigger and bigger.

Second, factories could now be located anywhere. In the early days of industry, factories were tied to coal-mining regions because their machinery ran on steam power, and steam takes heat; the fires need coal. The early industrial regions, the north of England, Germany's Ruhr region, and the Midwest were all coal-rich areas. They were also iron-producing regions as well. With trains, though, coal and ore could be transported to the population centers. This not only made for widespread industry, it also drove down the price of labor. Factories could now be relocated to wherever workers were cheap…just like today!


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Effects

2 响 rail~ → U.S. biz

(1) ship goods…fast & easy

↑ factory & retail

biz city → nation & conti~

(2) factory ×→← energy: coal fld or iron mine~

but ↑ anywhere

∴ in area / cheaper labor




Response （参考答案）




According to the lecture,
 railroads had two main impacts
 on American business.


First of all,
 the railways made shipping goods
 almost anywhere easy and fast. This in turn encouraged
 the growth of factories and retailers.
 A city-wide business now became nationwide or even covered the continent.


Second, factories were no longer closely tied to energy-rich areas like coal fields, or iron-mining areas.
 Factories could be built wherever businessmen
 chose. This tended to be in areas offering cheap and plentiful labor.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) impact—effect

(b) goods—merchandise

(c) encourage—lead to

(d) businessman—entrepreneur


Paraphrases
 　1. As a result, factories grew and retailers expanded.

2. Second, factories were no longer bound to their sources of raw materials or energy supplies.


Tips


〇　She is concerned about______, but I think______. (她很担心……但是我认为……)


【例句】She is concerned about her figure, but I think she is not fat.

【译文】她很担心自己的身材，但是我并不认为她胖。

【例句】She is concerned about this examination, but I think she is the best student in the class.

【译文】她很担心这次考试，但是我认为她是班上最好的学生。




【2012年5月12日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




What suggestions would you make to your friend who wants to open a restaurant? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: students who work harder will be successful later in life? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Proposal from a Student

I would like to suggest that the University of California, Riverside make swimming a required course for all present and incoming students. This advice is prompted by three reflections. To begin with, college is one of the most stressful times of life for most people. Swimming is an ideal stress-reducing activity. Older swimmers often display a significant decrease in high blood pressure. Another benefit is that swimming is perhaps the ideal exercise, giving a workout to every muscle group. Lastly, students who are relaxed and in good physical condition will increase their study efficiency.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The woman expresses her opinion about the proposal given by a student suggesting making swimming class a required course at the university. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Peak-End Phenomenon

In the psychology of memory and its reliability, one of the most important phenomena is the “peak-end” phenomenon. In simple terms, the two most important factors in how people remember an experience are its end and its peak. Namely, people tend to have the most vivid impressions about the most intense part and end segment of something they experienced. These findings suggest that memory is sometimes a poor guide in assessing the overall tenor of events. The ability to generalize tends to be overwhelmed by one or two striking moments as outlined above.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Using the information from the lecture, explain how the professor's memory of his vacation in Alaska demonstrates the peak-end phenomenon in the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the woman's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two kinds of seasonal molting that enables animals to adapt to different conditions.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



What suggestions would you make to your friend who wants to open a restaurant? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I would suggest that my friend make his restaurant unique
 for his customers, as well as provide only quality
 food and dining conditions.



Reason 1
 　First, the restaurant should offer something that customers cannot get in other restaurants in order to have a specific customer base
 . Perhaps, American or European food with suitable style and decor should be considered.


Reason 2
 　Second, the restaurant should always provide quality food and atmosphere. If a restaurant uses low quality
 meats and vegetables, customers will always notice and they won't come again.
 Also, if the restaurant is poorly decorated or dirty, it will not attract
 guests to come in and eat.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) unique—one-of-a-kind

(b) quality—superior

(c) customer base—clientele

(d) low quality—inferior

(e) attract—draw


Paraphrases
 　1. The top priority is to provide a unique dining experience for one's clientele, one based on the best food and ambience.

2. If a restaurant tries to cut corners by providing substandard food, the customers cannot fail to notice and will never come a second time.


Question　2



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: students who work harder will be successful later in life? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I believe that hard work usually results in
 success later in life, and also gives students a sense of individual
 pride.


Reason 1
 　Firstly, I think the students who work the hardest in college tend to
 work the hardest on the job later, and these individuals are likely to be successful in the future.


Reason 2
 　Also, working hard gives students pride.
 Regardless of what others may say about them, the students know if they devote 100%, they will have a stronger academic record and are more likely to be hired by future employers.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) result in—yield

(b) individual—personal

(c) tend to—generally


Paraphrases
 　Personal pride is one of the rewards for hard work.


Question　3



Conversation



W:
 What nonsense!


M:
 Is anything wrong?


W:
 No, I'm talking about this article in the university newspaper.


M:
 What does it say?


W:
 A student wants the school to require everyone to take swimming class.


M:
 Swimming can be pretty useful. It can even save your life!


W:
 She's only talking about how swimming is a great way to relax and exercise. But most people already have their own way to relax and to exercise. Take me, I ride a bicycle to lose weight and relax. It's easy and I don't need to go to the pool, change clothes, get wet and cold.


M:
 Me either! I like tennis.


W:
 Besides, if you force people to learn swimming, how relaxed are they going to be? Having to go to a class takes all the fun out of swimming. Plus, anyway, most students already know how to swim. Why should they take the class at all? They'll learn nothing, waste their time, and probably feel more stressed out.


M:
 True, true.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

let~ swim~ required course

∵ exercise & ↓stress

Listening

w ×

(1) stu / way to exercise & ↓pressure

idea × work

(2) class × relax

×fun in class

stu / swim ∴ require → swim ~ cla → wst tm

idea terrible




Response （参考答案）




The letter urges that
 swimming should be a required
 course at the university because
 it is a good way to exercise and also
 relieves students' stress.


The woman strongly disagrees with the suggestion.



First, she says that most students already have their preferred exercise and way to relax.
 This proposal is therefore unnecessary.


Second,
 a required class is not relaxing. One cannot compel
 people to have fun. Plus, most students already know how to swim. Requiring them to take the swimming class is a waste of time.
 As such, the woman thinks this idea is misguided
 .




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) required—mandatory

(b) compel—force

(c) misguided—wrong-headed


Paraphrases
 　1. Most people already have their own fitness regimen and way to relax.

2. Since most students are swimmers already, a required class in the subject represents a poor use of their time.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 Let's get started, shall we? Today we are going to talk about peak-end phenomenon which refers to people's memory or impressions tending to center on only the peak-and-end part of events they experienced. So let's take an example, OK?

Last summer, some friends and I went up to Alaska. In the Southeast of that state it rains constantly! Really, two-hundred days of rain is considered normal. So we stayed inside and watched TV. But, after about a week of silent misery, we were out on the harbor in a boat one day. Of course, the rain had stopped. Suddenly, only about a hundred yards away, a white whale surfaced! It was huge—like a building. And it was alive! You never ever forget a sight like that.

After that we all got together in the hotel lounge, opened up some bottles of old French brandy, and sang songs around the fire place. And now, if you ask me about my Alaska vacation, I clearly remember only two things: that awesome whale and that cozy party. So I tell you I had a great time, even though we spent most of the time in our rooms watching TV and complaining because it was raining.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

peak-end phen~

Listening

weather: cold & rainy

∴in hotel 1 wk

later, prf frd outside

see whale

×forget

then party: brandy sing~ fire

recall whale & party

∴ good time even most /miserable




Response （参考答案）




The professor illustrates
 the peak-end phenomenon by giving
 an example from his own experience in Alaska during his vacation last year.


According to the lecture, the weather was cold and rainy when the professor arrived in Alaska, so everyone stayed in
 the hotel for about a week.
 Later, he and his friends went outside
 and saw a whale close up during a lull in the rain. The experience was unforgettable
 . Also, at the end of the vacation, they had a party featuring good brandy, singing, and a cozy fire. Now, the only parts of the vacation he recalls
 are the whale and the party. He remembers having a great time, even though most of the hours were miserable
 .





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) stay in—be cooped up in

(b) go outside—venture out

(c) unforgettable—memorable

(d) recall—look back on

(e) miserable—depressing


Paraphrases
 　1. The miserable weather in Alaska confined everyone to the hotel.

2. Despite the fact that most days were unpleasant, he recalls that vacation as a high point in his life.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Ohhhhhh!


M:
 What's wrong, Lisa?


W:
 I just ran out of the Pyrrole Red I need to finish the painting project for my Art class.


M:
 What's Pyrrole Red?


W:
 It's a color of paint.


M:
 Sorry, I am not an artist. So why don't you get some more?


W:
 There's no time! This painting is due tomorrow morning.


M:
 Let me see. You can just order more online.


W:
 Ordering is instant. But I tried and the online store said that the transportation will take five days. That's way too late!


M:
 Look, you have a car. Why not drive downtown and buy a bottle?


W:
 There's no time! Traffic starts getting bad every afternoon after about two. I'd be lucky to get home before seven. I'm too busy with the painting to waste that much time.


M:
 But you have to do something to get the color.


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

w: × color / paint~ → prj (project)

due tmw

2 Solutions

(1) order online

(2) drv → dt buy color

Best choice

2nd
 √

(1) deliver~ / online →5 d

× wait prj due tmw

(2) ↑ traffic → dt, but can 完 & 交 on time

do sth ×sit at home




Response （参考答案）



The student has just run out of
 a necessary color
 when painting a class project
 , which she needs to complete and submit tomorrow.


Her friend offers two solutions. First, she can
 order the needed paint online. Or, she can
 drive downtown and buy the paint color.


Personally speaking, I prefer the second solution.



First,
 delivery of the online purchase will take five days. She cannot afford to wait for the paint since the project is due tomorrow.


Although there will be a traffic jam downtown, she can still get the color to complete her project and—maybe—submit it on time.
 It is better to do anything rather than sit at home complaining.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) run out of—use up

(b) color—tint, hue, shade

(c) project—assignment


Paraphrases
 　The traffic jam might be a problem; the likelihood is that she can turn in her work on time.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 Today, we'll touch on molting before opening the discussion of animal courtship. Molting, as I'm sure you know, involves an animal shedding its hair or feathers. Why do they do this? There are two main reasons. One has to do with the seasonal changes in temperature; the other with the environment and the animals need not be seen in order to protect them from predators. Let's look at the hare—the wild rabbit.

Hares, and many mammals in temperate climates, grow a heavy coat of fur in the late autumn. This fur then keeps the animal warm throughout the cold winter. When the weather turns warm in the spring, the animal then sheds this fur for a light summer.

Notice too, that the hare's coat also serves to protect it from predators. In the winter, the hare's fur is white. This helps prevent it from being seen when there is snow. Then in the summer its fur turns dull brown. And in the forests and fields, the fur again makes it hard for predators and hunters to see the animal. If the hare does not move, it's actually possible for it to stand just a few feet away and not even being seen.

So there we have a prime example of molting serving both to help the animal deal with temperature fluctuations and hide from predators. Are there any questions before we move on?


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Reasons

2 reasons ani~ molt: deal with temp~ change

avoid pred~

(1) hares: ↑ fur / winter ↓ fur / sum~

help → cold & heat

(2) hare: fur → white / winter brown / sum~

allow ani~ → hide from pred~

∵ fur color = main color / env~

∴ pred~ ×see




Response （参考答案）




According to the lecture, there are two main reasons for animals to molt
 : to deal with changes in the temperature and to avoid
 being seen by predators.



The professor gives an example of
 the hare. Hares have heavy fur in winter and light fur in summer. This helps them deal with the cold and the heat respectively.


Also
 , in winter, the hare's fur turns white; in summer it turns brown
 . Both shades permit the animal to hide from the predators
 because the color of hare's fur blends in with the main
 colors of the seasonal environment and so predators cannot see it.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) molt—shed hair or feathers

(b) avoid—escape

(c) brown—dun

(d) predators—hunters

(e) main—predominant


Paraphrases
 　1. The lecture informs us that the two reasons animals molt are to adapt to seasonal climatic variations and to escape the notice of their enemies.

2. Both shades act as camouflage, concealing the hare from its enemies.


【2012年6月17日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Which challenge do you think is the most difficult for university students: being far away from their families, finding time to relax, or making new friends? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you agree or disagree that a person should study in the university to be successful? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Proposal of Banning Cycling in the Student Center

Recently, while strolling through the student center mall, I was struck and slightly injured by a bicycle rider. The center is a place for foot traffic, not bicyclists! I strongly urge the university administration to immediately forbid bike riding in this area. The number of pedestrians, the relatively narrow nature of the paths, and the speed of most bikers make a serious accident inevitable. Let me remind the university: they, along with the cyclists, are legally responsible for any injuries suffered by foot traffic. A little caution and common sense now can save the university hundreds of thousands of dollars. Additional staff must be hired to enforce this rule strictly and impartially.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The man expresses his opinion of the proposal to ban cycling in the student center. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Insight learning

Insight learning is often treated as a mode of learning distinct from either trial-and-error problem solving or applying theory to specific cases. It is sometimes described as an “epiphany”, a “eureka experience.” Three factors are typical of insight learning: a series of problem-solving attempts has ended in failure; existing theory offers no new avenues for a solution, which means an impasse has been reached; a novel solution to the problem suddenly emerges. Often the solution has immense theoretical importance, amounting to what T.S. Kuhn calls “scientific revolutions.”



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Using the information from the lecture, explain how the experiment of a chimpanzee reaching its food relates to insight learning as discussed in the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two methods archaeologists use to define the location where they should dig for findings.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Which challenge do you think is the most difficult for university students: being far away from their families, finding time to relax, or making new friends? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I think the most challenging part of all is being away from
 their families.


Reason 1
 　Firstly, when students arrive at school, they are free from their parents
 for the first time in their life. Often, this leads to them having too much fun and not studying hard enough.



Reason 2
 　Further, being far away from home means that students have to pay for their own meals, make their own schedules
 , take the right classes, and make the right friends. Without the help of their families, these things can sometimes be difficult
 .





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) away from—separated from

(b) free from one's parents—out from under one's parents' thumb

(c) schedule—timetable

(d) difficult—burdensome, onerous


Paraphrases
 　1. This too often results in too much partying and too little studying.

2. Such new responsibilities can be a burden if one is deprived of family support and counsel.


Question　2



Do you agree or disagree that a person should study in the university to be successful? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I believe it is more difficult to become successful without a college background.



Reason 1
 　My first reason is that when we elect not to attend college, we turn down
 a wonderful opportunity to expand
 our horizons and learn special skills for a career.


Reason 2
 　Another reason for getting a college education is that the job market is very competitive.
 Going to university better prepares us for the job world, and also gives us something to put on our resume
 that will help us in that fierce
 competition for job positions.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) turn down—decline

(b) expand—broaden

(c) resume—curriculum vitae (CV)

(d) fierce—cutthroat


Paraphrases
 　1. Lack of a college degree is a serious handicap when launching one's career.

2. The number of applicants/candidates outstrips the number of job vacancies.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Come on! That's ridiculous.


W:
 What happened?


M:
 This letter in the school newspaper. Some people worry too much about safety. This joker is in favor of banning cycling in the student center.


W:
 Why?


M:
 Well, a bike knocked him down. He doesn't look where he's going, so a special rule needs to be made that affects everyone.


W:
 Actually, I can see his point a little bit…he thinks riding bikes is too dangerous in a narrow place like the student center.


M:
 I don't think so. The people who ride bikes are responsible adults and are pretty careful when riding in the area. I mean there are accidents, but you are running a bigger risk by crossing the street. Besides, the guy also suggests that the school hire help to enforce this rule.


W:
 You mean that campus police?


M:
 No, the writer says the university should hire additional staff! More people to apply one rule! Come on! It is impossible for the university to supervise everyone. Hiring people to enforce this rule is a big waste of the school's money and time. The school already has money trouble. This guy wants to pay more people to do useless jobs.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

let~→ uni~ →×bike / stu center

hire sb →enforce rule

∵ bike camp~ 危

Listening

m ×

(1) adults & respon~ / rid~

∴cycl~ ×禁

(2) hire staff → real~

uni~ $ prb & × afford

∴ idea wst $ & tm




Response （参考答案）




A letter suggests that the university stop

 cycling in the student center and hire staff to enforce this rule. The writer insists that riding bike there is too dangerous
 .


The man disagrees with this idea for two reasons.



In the first place, he thinks that most students are responsible adults and are careful when riding in this area; therefore cycling should not be restricted.



Also, he says that
 hiring additional staff is not realistic. The university already has money problems
 and cannot afford the expense.
 So this idea is a waste of the school's money and time.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) stop —ban, prohibit

(b) dangerous—hazardous

(e) money problems—financial woes


Paraphrases
 　1. He maintains that cycling should not be regulated because it is not that dangerous; in fact most cyclists ride responsibly and carefully.

2. The university already has money problems and cannot afford the expense for a minor problem like this.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 We have been discussing modes of learning this week, and today's topic is insight learning. The simplest example of insight learning comes right out of the research of Wolfgang Koehler and his famous chimpanzee.

In the experiment the scientist attached a bunch of bananas to the ceiling of the room, well out of the reach of the chimpanzee. The chimp's first response, as expected, was to jump up and try to grab the bananas. He apparently tried several times, failing each time. After this, the chimp showed signs of sadness.

Shortly after, he found a box—one of several in the room, then put the box under the bananas and climbed up on it. He still couldn't reach the bananas, but he had a powerful insight. The chimp then put another box on the first, and a third on top of those. In the end, naturally, he got his bananas. More importantly, he invented a new method of getting access to food. A box was no longer just a box. It was a chimpanzee tool.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

insight learning

Listening

e.g. chimp

bana~ / near ceil~ ∴ chimp × reach

after failure, sad

but box…stand on → fruit

1 box low, add few →bana~

insight learn~ → solve prb




Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about
 insight learning, and the professor gives an example involving
 an experiment on chimps.


In the experiment,
 bananas were placed near
 the ceiling, where the chimp could not reach
 . After initial
 failures, the animal was sad.
 But then the chimp tried standing on a box to get the fruit. Though one box was too low, adding a few others soon let him get the bananas.
 The story shows how a new insight can be used to solve problems where habitual
 methods failed.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) near—in close proximity to

(b) reach—get at

(c) initial—at the outset

(d) habitual—time-tested


Paraphrases
 　1. At the outset, the animal was frustrated with his effort to get at the fruit.

2. Despite the fact that one box alone was insufficient, the addition of others did the trick and let him get the fruit.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Oh, come on! This is the fifth time you've phoned me today. What is it now?


M:
 Well, you know that term paper?


W:
 Yes! I know the paper! You've read almost all of it to me over the phone.


M:
 Well, Lindy, I finished…


W:
 Oh, Good!


M:
 But I still have this problem. I can turn it in right now. But I really think I should review it word by word one more time. I want to be sure and get the highest mark. What do you think I should do?


W:
 Just turn in the paper. You've worked on it for weeks. Why not have some fun and go out with your friends?


M:
 Yeah, that sounds really cool. But if I waste all my time relaxing, I'll be guilty and worried because I never checked over my paper like I should have. Do you think I should look over it again since I have time? I really want to get a good score.


W:
 OK, so look it over now and hand in the paper tomorrow. Problem solved.


M:
 Noooo! Because if I check it now, without rest and relaxation, I'll be so stressed that I won't concentrate on my paper. I can't think!


W:
 Didn't anyone ever tell you that college is time to grow up?


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: turn paper now or tmw

2 Solutions

(1) → now

(2) check & → tmw

Best choice

1st
 √

work hard → paper

time to rest / fun / frd

turn now or tmw × make dif~ → score

exh~ if go over again, ∴ turn now




Response （参考答案）




The man is struggling
 over whether
 to turn in his term paper now or tomorrow.


The woman gives him two suggestions. He could either
 turn it in right now or
 check his work one more time and turn it in tomorrow.


I would submit the assignment now if I were him
 .
 He has worked very hard on
 the paper, and now deserves some rest, like hanging out with some friends to have some fun. I don't think submitting the paper today or tomorrow will make any difference
 in his score.



As the man says that
 he will be too exhausted
 to go over the final draft of his paper again, I believe
 he should hand it in right now.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) struggle—agonize

(b) if I were him—if I were in his shoes

(c) work hard on—sweat over

(d) make a difference—have an effect

(e) exhausted—fatigued, tired


Paraphrases
 　1. Were I in his shoes, I'd turn it in as soon as possible.

2. Whether he submits the paper now or tomorrow is immaterial.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 Probably the hardest question for an archaeologist is, “Where do I dig?” So think about it. You have limited time, limited money. Where do you go sticking a shovel in the ground? Well, you look for clues. What kind of clues? Today I'd like to touch on just two approaches archaeologists use to deicide the places where they should dig for discoveries.

The easiest way is probably to look at the land itself. Surface features on the land can tell us that people might have lived here long ago. For example, one of the better digs I took part in was in New Zealand. Near the base of a hill, there were some large stone stairs. Well, no one makes stairs that lead nowhere. So, we dug at the hilltop and even found houses made of wood as well as a great many old artifacts buried in the soil on the top of the hill.

The second method is to detect the spot through certain plants growing in uncommon places. For example, there is a kind of tree called the breadnut. The tree is native to the Philippines and parts of Indonesia. But it is also found in the Caribbean, Central and South America, as well as West Africa. Obviously, someone brought them there. So if an archaeologist sees an old grove of breadnut trees, it's a good bet he'll find something if he digs nearby.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Methods

2 way →考古→ site to dig

(1) physical feature → ppl live b4

if find sth, find more

e.g. New Zea~ hill base stairs → top house artif~

(2) plants certain pl~

e.g. tree S E Asia

but also in America & Afr~

sb → br →pl

pl to dig / near plants




Response （参考答案）




The lecture offers examples of two ways
 archaeologists use to choose
 sites to dig.


The first way is to look at the physical features
 of the land that suggests people were once here long ago.
 If you find one thing, there are liable
 to be more. The professor mentions stairs at the bottom of a New Zealand hill suggesting
 a site at the top where wood houses and artifacts were found.


The other method is to take hints from plants growing in certain places.
 For example, there is a kind of tree native to South East Asia. But they are also found in the Americas and even Africa. Clearly, someone brought them here. So a good place to dig might be near old groves of the plants.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) choose—select, settle on

(b) physical features—topography

(c) liable—likely

(d) suggest—hint at


Paraphrases
 　1. One method is to survey the topography for anything suggestive of human habitation or activity.

2. Another method is to dig in fields where non-native plants grow.


【2012年7月14日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Of the following three professions, which do you most respect: photographers, musicians or painters? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Which do you prefer, paper books or electronic ones? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Volunteer Service to the Public

The university today announced that the school will provide free transportation and housing for summer volunteers doing services work in low-income neighborhoods. Outreach Director Silas Paul said the offer is made in the hope of stimulating a spirit of Christian charity toward our less fortunate neighbors in nearby cities. The program has suffered from a lack of volunteers in recent years; therefore, the school will offer free transportation and accommodation to volunteers to help the public through their social work. Besides, it only enhances the university's image in the eyes of poor prospective students in those neighborhoods. This situation is win-win all the way around,” said Paul.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.
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Question: The man expresses his opinion about the policy of volunteer service to the public. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Passive-aggressive Behavior

Passive-aggressive behavior is a personality trait that shows disagreement, anger, or resentment of someone by resistance to fulfilling that other's legitimate expectations, but in non-obvious ways. This may occur in both social and work situations. Its most obvious manifestation is failure to perform tasks for which one is responsible, but there are other behaviors as well. These include learned helplessness—the demand for help performing simple tasks—stubbornness, procrastination, sullenness, and lack of initiative.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Using the information from the lecture, explain how the professor's personal experience of showing up late to his sister's dinner party demonstrates passive-aggressive behavior as discussed in the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the woman's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two ways ants use to get water from other places to their nests.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Of the flollowing three professions, which do you most respect: photographers, musicians or painters? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I suppose the one I respect the most would have to be photographers for the following reasons.


Reason 1
 　The photographer's job is often one of the most dangerous in the world
 . To get the perfect photo, these artists will travel to warring countries
 , poor nations, the worst parts of the city
 , and the most remote natural landscapes on earth. They must have incredible dedication
 to get their job done.


Reason 2
 　Another reason I respect photographers is because getting the perfect shot requires a lot of work. While painters and musicians can sit around their studio and make art,
 photographers have to spend time in the rain, in the snow, in battle, and among many people.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) in the world—on the planet

(b) warring countries—combat zones

(c) worst parts of the city—ghettos, slums

(d) dedication—commitment


Paraphrases
 　While painters and musicians can ply their art while taking their ease,…


Question　2



Which do you prefer, paper books or electronic ones? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I prefer old-fashioned books for the following two reasons.


Reason 1
 　First, as a learner and student, I enjoy underlining
 passages in books and writing notes in the page margins for future study
 . You cannot do this with electronic books.
 Plus, I also like to loan out
 books to friends, and borrow books from them.



Reason 2
 　The other reason I prefer paper books is because many older texts are still unavailable electronically. Many classics have not been put into e-book format yet. So paper books give me a larger selection.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) underline—highlight

(b) future study—future reference

(c) loan out—lend


Paraphrases
 　1. It is impossible to do this with electronic books.

2. I also prize being able to swap books with bibliophile friends.


Question　3



Conversation



W:
 John, I hear you've volunteered to do the public service for those lower income families in the big cities.


M:
 That's right.


W:
 Well, I'm proud of you. So many of my students only think about making money or having fun in the summer.


M:
 The university's new program is a big factor in my decision.


W:
 New program? I'm afraid I didn't hear about that one.


M:
 Now, if students volunteer to do services work in poor neighborhoods, the school will provide free transportation and lodging.


W:
 I see. Is that necessary?


M:
 You had better believe that a lot of us can't easily afford the travel cost, and most of us can't even find the right neighborhood. With the school providing free transportation, we will know where to go and we won't have to pay for traveling. Plus it's a great opportunity to do Christian service and get practical experience.


W:
 Yeah…I know what you mean. The money is a big issue.


M:
 Definitely, that's a good thing about the program. I wanted to go last year, but I didn't know about the money till the very last minute. Now with transportation and housing taken care of, we can even plan to do some training so our work will be a lot more effective!


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

uni→ free trsp & hs → vol work → poor neighb~

Listening

m √

(1) stu × travel~ cost & × way → neighb~

prg → solve prb

(2) free hs & trsp,

stu save time → train~

do eff~




Response （参考答案）




The university will provide free transportation and housing
 for students who do volunteer work
 in poor neighborhoods.



The young man is an enthusiastic supporter. He offers two reasons.



First,
 many students cannot easily bear the cost of
 traveling when doing volunteer work and don't know the way to get to the poor neighborhoods. So the program can solve
 their problem.


Also, with free housing and transportation, volunteers can use the money saved for training; therefore, they can get the work done efficiently.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) housing—lodging

(b) volunteer work—community service

(c) bear the cost of— afford the bill for

(d) solve—relieve


Paraphrases
 　1. The university is offering transportation and housing gratis to student volunteers in its inner-city outreach program.

2. Volunteers can use money saved from transportation and lodging to devote themselves to their outreach activity and training.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 Passive-aggression behavior sounds awful, doesn't it? But I think most of us have been—or are—passive-aggressive, at least sometimes. Now let me give an example from my own life.

About a year ago, it was my birthday. I had a get-together planned at my house just for a few friends and relatives. Well, my favorite sister said she couldn't come over because she is a doctor, and there was an emergency. So, I told her I understood. But, yeah, deep down I was angry. I knew it was wrong, but I felt really hurt. So some time later, my sister asked me to have dinner. I went to the dinner. But I made sure I was more than an hour late. My sister looked like she wanted to cry. I could see I had pretty well spoiled her evening. And all I could think was, “So, now she knows how I felt!” You know what? Doing that felt pretty good, even though it's terrible to have to admit it. That is a classic example of passive-aggressive behavior. I was resentful and I got revenge simply by fulfilling a promise too slowly.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

passive-aggressive behavior

very common

Listening

e.g. prf's sister × come 生日

reason →× come

prf 理解, but angry

later, sis~ ask prf → dinner

prf come late feel good / spoil party




Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about a behavior known as
 passive-aggressive conduct, and the professor gives an example
 from his own life.

Nearly a year ago, his favorite sister failed to come to his birthday party. She had a reason
 for not coming, and the professor said he understood.
 But in his heart
 , he was angry. Later, his sister wanted him to come to dinner. He deliberately
 came late
 and felt good that he spoiled her evening. The professor's example is typical of
 passive-aggression.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) a reason—an excuse, an alibi

(b) in his heart—deep down

(c) deliberately—on purpose


Paraphrases
 　1. She offered an excuse; he claimed to accept her alibi.

2. He came late on purpose.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Hi, Jim.


M:
 Hey, you look worried.


W:
 It's just that I really, really wanted to take Dr. Brown's creative writing class.


M:
 I thought you said you have signed up for it already.


W:
 I did. But there must be fifty of us in that little room. No one can really talk to Professor Brown or ask questions!


M:
 So why is that a problem? Don't people learn by listening?


W:
 Really, Jim. If someone is going to improve as a writer, she needs personal attention and feedback. Here, I'm just not getting any!


M:
 So change to another writing class. I hear Dr. Wilson's class has about four students.


W:
 Don't you think there might be a reason for that? Wilson is an old man who never even wrote a book. Dr. Brown is brilliant! I'd do anything just to have his class.


M:
 OK, why not wait till next semester? Brown will give the same class, but it will be
 at 8:00 a.m. probably fewer people will sign up for it. There, problem solved.


W:
 It isn't solved at all! I'm not a morning person. I can't get up every day before eight!


M:
 You know, some writers wrote great books in war or prison. You only complain.


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

w: wrt~ class /↑stu → learn well

2 Solutions

another class / ↓stu

next 期 /8 a.m.

Best choice

2nd
 √

w: × another cla~

∵ course☆

∴ next 期

bear dif~ / get~ up 早

job / 8 a.m. get used to…

long run→benefit




Response （参考答案）



The woman's writing class
 has too many students for her to learn well.


Her friend says she could take another writing class with fewer students. Or she could
 just wait until next semester and take the same class starting at 8:00 a.m.


I prefer the second solution.



Since
 she refuses
 to take another writing class and thinks this course is very important for her writing, the only option is to choose the same course next semester.


Therefore, she should bear
 the difficulty of getting out of bed a little earlier.
 Plus, a great many jobs start at 8:00 a.m.; so she can start getting used to it now. In the long run, she'll benefit.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) class—seminar

(b) refuse—will not consider

(c) bear—put up with


Paraphrases
 　1. Her friend advises her to transfer to a less crowded section./Her friend says she could change to another writing class with fewer students.

2. She should be willing to bear the difficulty of getting out of bed a little earlier./Crawling out of bed a little earlier is a small price to pay.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 We'll take up where we left off last time, talking about life inside the ant nest. One of the needs the ant community has is water. True, ants drink very little water. They get most of their water from food. But they have other uses for water, particularly keeping their eggs moist in dry climates. So the ants have a problem: how to get water back to the nest? There are two ways ants transport water.

The first method is for ants to carry water drop-by-drop on their backs to the nest. Usually they find such water standing in drops on leaves after a rain or a dew. But how do ants carry a drop without a bucket? Well, ants are tiny, but most of them getting together are able to carry the drop and thus transport water to their nest. Sometimes, of course, the drop does break and gets mostly lost to the ants.

The second method is a bit more complicated. Some species of ants will wait until a good deal of water collects in one place, like on a cupped leaf or on a bird feather. When a large amount has collected, the large number of ants will then carry the leaf or feather back to the nest. This method gets a great deal of water for the ants at one time.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Ways

2 ways ants collect water

(1) carry drop on back

e.g. # ants together → carry 滴 /× break…spill → nest

(2) wait → ↑water → leaf = 器

↑ ants carry → nest.




Response （参考答案）




The instructor presents a lecture about
 how ants collect water and transport it to their nest
 . Ants have at least two ways to gather water.


One way is
 for them to carry water drops on their backs. A considerable number of ants working together can carry
 the drop without breaking or spilling any all the way to their nest.


The other method is to wait until a large amount of water collects on a leaf.
 The leaf is like a container with water inside. Then a team of ants carry the water container back to the nest.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) nest—colony

(b) carry—lug


Paraphrases
 　The other expedient is to bide their time till sufficient water collects on a leaf, feather, etc.


Tips


〇　An advantage of_______is that_________. (……的优点是……)


【例句】An advantage of using the solar energy is that it won't create any pollution.

【译文】使用太阳能的优点是它不会制造任何污染。

【例句】An advantage of taking exercises is that it can make us keep healthy.

【译文】锻炼身体的好处是它可以让我们保持健康。




【2012年7月22日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Describe one of the biggest changes in the past two decades that affects people’s life in your country. Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Which one do you prefer, studying in your own country or studying abroad? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Removal of Vending Machines on Campus

In a surprise move, the University of California announced yesterday it will begin a campus-wide ban on vending machines. The ban, which applies to both dormitories and classroom building corridors, will go into effect at the beginning of Spring Semester 2012. Dr. Ralph Birkenstock, Campus Wellness Facilitator noted two main reasons for the ban. “Vending machines sell junk food,” he said. “Removing the machines will enforce healthy eating by students. If a few uncooperative individuals still feel the need to buy snacks, there is that big supermarket right off campus.”



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The woman expresses her opinion of the proposal to remove vending machines on campus. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Magnification

Magnification is a tendency of some people to concentrate too much on the negative side of events. This can lead to unwise decision making that produces both failure and unhappiness. The degree of magnification can vary and it appears in different types. The first kind exaggerates the likelihood of unwanted events. “I'm sure to fail.” The second exaggerates the importance of failures or mistakes that have occurred. “After this mistake, my life is over!” The third generalizes from a single negative event to an unbroken pattern of failure. “I always lose!” The same person, of course, may suffer from all three forms. While these may simply be annoying traits, all three behaviors can be related to depression, either as cause or symptom.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.


[image: x1]




Question: Using the information from the lecture, explain how the professor's story of his son demonstrates the concept of magnification as outlined in the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the woman's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two different physical features fish have to keep them floating in water without sinking.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Describe one of the biggest changes in the past two decades that affects people's life in your country. Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　Perhaps the biggest change that affects
 people's lives is the availability of the Internet
 .


Reason 1
 　First, the Internet has affected people's lives so much in terms of socializing. Millions of people in China can now connect with each other
 and link up with new friends around the world
 .


Reason 2
 　Another reason the Internet has changed our lives in China so much is more practical. Chinese can discover
 new business strategies; learn more of other cultures and worldwide events
 , and gain more voice
 than ever before.


Conclusion
 　The Internet has been the biggest change of all in China in the past 20 years.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) affect—influence

(b) Internet—Web

(c) each other—one another

(d) around the world—from all over the world

(e) discover—find

(f) worldwide events—events around the globeg

(g) gain more voice—have more to say


Question　2



Which one do you prefer, studying in your own country or studying abroad? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I think that if you want a career in your own country, it is best to study domestically.


Reason 1
 　First, if you want to work in your own country, it's best to study and get your education from the same country because when you go to college, you often learn and practice skills that pertain
 only to
 your own nation.
 Other nations have different ways of conducting business and office etiquette
 .


Reason 2
 　Next, it is important to network
 and create ties while still studying. If you want to work domestically, you should build social contacts within your own field of study and location.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) pertain to—be relevant to

(b) etiquette—manners, protocol

(c) network—make/forge connections


Paraphrases
 　We often acquire culture-specific skills at university.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Susan! Did you read the article on the bulletin board this morning? The university is banning vending machines!


W:
 You're not serious! What on earth for?


M:
 You know that “green” professor they hired, Dr. Birkenstock? He says the vending machines make junk food available.


W:
 I agree, but it's really stupid to just get rid of the machines. I mean, couldn't the school just replace the junk food with nuts, fruit juice, and maybe some herbal teas.”


M:
 Oh my God! No one but you would buy things like that!


W:
 If you can make healthy food available, people will buy it. And the school should encourage students to have a healthy diet. Anyway, what if people get hungry between classes? Going to the supermarket or 7-Eleven will make you late for class.


M:
 Yes, I guess you are right.


W:
 Even worse, you know, a lot of us study in the library late at night. Going to the grocery store isn't convenient. I mean, it's only open till ten. Plus, it isn't safe walking around that neighborhood after dark.


M:
 Yap, somebody needs to have a talk with the university.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

uni~ → remove vend~ mch (machine)

Listening

w ×

(1) × remove, but replace junk → 康 food e.g. nut juice

mch ×remove, but 康 food

(2) hungry btw cla~

buy super mkt → late → cla~

close 早 > lib / stu stdy late

×safe →mkt→night




Response （参考答案）




The woman strongly rejects the proposal
 to remove
 vending machines on campus. She has two reasons.



First, she believes that
 instead of removing the vending machines, the school actually needs to replace junk food in the machines with healthier food
 such as nuts and orange juice. So the vending machines should not be removed, but filled
 with healthy food.



She also says that
 students often get hungry between classes. But buying food at the supermarket will cause students to be late for class.
 Plus, the grocery store closes earlier than the library where students often study late. Finally, the area near the supermarket isn't safe at night
 .




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) remove—eliminate

(b) healthy food—healthy diet

(c) filled—stocked

(d) at night—in the evening, after dark


Paraphrases
 　1. Rather than remove the machines, the solution is to replace junk food with healthy items.

2. Tardiness in coming to class will be an unintended by-product of banning vending machines.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 There's no need to use a lot of technical language to introduce the term “magnification.” In simple terms, this just refers to the habit some people have of making a great deal of a small failure, or possibility of a failure. They refuse to see things in their true importance. An example should make all of this clear.

I will give you an example that involves my son. He wanted to be an actor. Well, a few months into his first term at school, he got the lead role in a school production of “Henry V.” My wife and I were in the audience that night, and my son played the young King Henry, and the performance was awesome. After the show, we went backstage to congratulate him.

The boy was crushed, near crying. Why? He had forgotten one line—just one line!—during the play. The audience hadn't even noticed. He kept on talking about how hard he had prepared and how embarrassed he was over his “unforgivable mistake.”

He never let it drop either. He wouldn't listen to us and his director. He refused to continue on in drama and has totally given up on his dream of being an actor. So you see, the only one who thinks he made a mistake is himself. The magnification in this case made for the end of a dream.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

magnification

Listening

e.g. prf's son

dream → actor

∴ show / big role school

parents invited → watch

演√

but son → terrible ∵ forgot a line

told → audi~ ×know

still son → awful / give up next yr & dream → actor




Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about a psychological phenomenon
 called
 magnification. The professor explains this concept by giving an example of
 his son acting in a play.

His son dreamed of being
 an actor. So he participated in a show and played a big role right after he started school
 . Parents were invited to watch the show; the son's performance was awesome and impressive. However, he felt the play was terrible because he forgot a line during the play.
 The professor and his wife told him that the audience
 didn't even know the part he missed. Still, the son felt the performance was awful and even gave up the chance to play the next year as well as his dream of being an actor.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) phenomenon—disorder

(b) dream of being—aspire to be

(c) start school—begin school life

(d) audience—viewers


Paraphrases
 　1. Because he flubbed one line, he was crushed.

2. Nevertheless, the boy felt his performance had been a disaster and he decided to forego his dream of being an actor.


Question　5



Conversation



M:
 Allison, you look worried. What's the trouble?


W:
 You know we have that test in Professor O'Hare's biology class tomorrow.


M:
 How could I forget? I've been studying for the past two nights! Didn't you study?


W:
 That's just half of my problem. I told you how my dad's really busy and I never get to see him. Tonight, he finally has a free evening. He wants to take me to a fancy restaurant for dinner. Then we will go to theater for a movie. If I do that, I won't have time to study for the test at all.


M:
 There's an easy answer. Professor O'Hare is a reasonable guy. Why not just tell him a good reason and reschedule the exam? He's sure to let you take it later.


W:
 Yeah, I could. But my dad is always telling me that I have to study harder and get better grades. He will think I'm not responsible.


M:
 So, he wants you to be the perfect student and have time to go see him too? Hey! I have an idea! You can just go have dinner with him, but cancel the movie. I mean, that way, you'd still see him, but you'd also get to study.


W:
 Good idea. I'd even impress him with how hard-working I am. Ohhh, no!


M:
 Now what?


W:
 I just realized. After the dinner with my Dad, I'll be too tired to study well anyway. Besides, one night isn't enough to prepare for my test tomorrow, and I'll have to skip sleeping…”


M:
 You always complain!


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

w: conflict: see father or study → test / 明

2 Solutions

(1) ask prf → test another tm

(2) see father, but dinner × mv

Best choice

2nd
 √

meet father & study → test

excuse → reschdl → unfair → other stu




Response （参考答案）




The girl has a conflict between seeing her father and studying for an important test tomorrow.



Her friend gives her two suggestions. First, she could
 ask the professor to give her the test
 at another time. Or she could
 see her father, but only have dinner with him and not go for a movie.


The better solution here is to see her father, but only for part of the evening.
 In this way, she can meet her father as well as have time to study for her upcoming
 test.


However, to make a false excuse

 to reschedule the test
 is unfair to the other students.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) give a test—administer a test

(b) upcoming—approaching

(c) to make an excuse—making an excuse

(d) reschedule the test—change the date of the test


Paraphrases
 　1. The girl is caught on the horns of a dilemma: to see her father and not study, or to study but miss seeing her father.

2. She should opt to see her father, albeit for just a portion of the evening.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 Surprising as it may seem, fish have a tendency to sink. But they have two physical features that tend to keep them from sinking. The first are their fins. Fish fins are similar to birds' wings. It's how they stay up and move in their environment. Let's take sharks as an example. Shark fins aren't just great in soup. They keep the shark alive. Yes, that's right. If a shark doesn't swim, it dies. Well, the fins are shaped much like airplane wings. And like wings, they exert a downward force, in this case, on the water. The resulting counterforce keeps the shark floating and swimming.

Another physical feature that keeps fish floating in the water is their swim bladder. It is like a balloon inside the fish. The pike is an example of a fish of this sort. Fish like the pikes, of course, breathe with their gills. Well, with each “breath”, a tiny amount of oxygen enters the swim bladder of the fish. This is in addition of the oxygen needed to keep the pike alive. The fish keeps a supply of air in its swim bladder, the amount varying with depth. This air creates buoyancy in the pike and hence, without swimming a stroke with its fins, the fish can float in water.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Features

fish sink, but 2 phy feature →× sink

(1) fin ☆role → keep float

e.g. shark fin = wing of flights

if swim, push water & counter-force / water → fin → float

(2) bladder

e.g. pike gill → breath

oxy~ → bladder if breath

air in pike → float




Response （参考答案）




According to the lecture,
 fish have a tendency to sink. And two physical features

 help keep them from sinking.


Fins are one physical feature and they play a very important
 role to keep fish afloat.
 For example, sharks have fins that look and work like wings of aircraft.
 When a shark swims, it keeps pushing water with its fins, and the counterforce of the water helps the shark float
 .


Another physical feature is the swim bladder that prevents
 fish from
 sinking.
 For example, pike have gills to help
 them breathe. Air, therefore, enters the swim bladder with each breath. The air in the swim bladder can make them float in the water.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) feature—characteristic

(b) important—essential, indispensable

(c) float—remain afloat

(d) prevent from—keep from

(e) to help—to assist in


Paraphrases
 　1. Sharks make use of fins that are reminiscent of airplane wings.

2. A fish's swim bladder provides another valuable anti-sinking aid.


Tips


〇　The reason why______ is that______. (……的原因是……)


【例句】The reason why he cried is that he was very disappointed at the result.

【译文】他哭是因为他对结果非常失望。

【例句】The reason why he was late is that he didn't catch the first bus.

【译文】他迟到是因为没赶上头班车。


〇　On no account can we______. (我们绝对不能……)


【例句】On no account can we ignore the value of knowledge.

【译文】我们绝对不能忽略知识的价值。

【例句】On no account can we neglect our health.

【译文】我们绝对不能忽视健康。




【2012年9月8日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? College students should not be allowed to keep pets in their dormitories. Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Some students prefer to study in the library. Others prefer to study at home or in dormitories. Which do you prefer and why? Include reasons and details in your response.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Proposal from a Student

I would like to propose that the university make available to incoming freshmen their future roommate's contact information (e-mail, phone, etc.) Doing this will afford students a couple of considerable benefits. The first of these is that it will serve as a sort of “ice-breaker.” Contacting future roommates before the beginning of school will enable students to get along with each other earlier and have at least one friend on campus when they arrive. Another very large benefit is that knowing each other allows for more efficient planning of life together. Dorm rooms are small, so planning together avoids wasting space and reduplicating each other's efforts. Students can avoid bringing the same appliances, for example.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion about the proposal to offer contact information to incoming students living in school dormitories. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Consumer Motivation Research

In psychology, motivation is described as the initiation, direction, strength and continuity of certain behaviors. It may be thought that people do any behavior with but one motivation and that one conscious. However, things are not like that. In fact, a number of factors are always at play. In order to help identify these, companies make questionnaire surveys among consumers. But sometimes even the customer doesn't know the exact reasons for his buying choices and non-choices. So, questionnaire research can not reflect the motivations of consumers accurately.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain how the consumer motivation research can help companies promote their business.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two behaviors that animals in tropical rainforests have developed in order to survive.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? College students should not be allowed to keep pets in their dormitories. Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I believe the dormitory is not the place for animals for the following reasons.


Reason 1
 　Firstly, pet cats and dogs carry dander and other dirt in their hair. For example, if one girl brings a dog into a dorm, she may cause a number of
 students to have an allergic reaction, which can interfere with
 their life and study.


Reason 2
 　Also, pets bring health issues.
 They may make messes on
 the floors, invite bugs
 and fleas, and can also become sick
 with colds that can spread to the students.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) a number of —several

(b) interfere with— affect

(c) make messes—urinate, defecate

(d) bugs—pests

(e) become sick—fall ill, get a disease


Paraphrases
 　Having pets raises health and sanitation concerns.


Question　2



Some students prefer to study in the library. Others prefer to study at home or in dormitories. Which do you prefer and why? Include reasons and details in your response.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I prefer to study in the library for two reasons.


Reason 1
 　Home is comfortable, but it can be distracting.
 At home, we have music, TV, movies, friends and family, and food to pull
 us away
 from our work. The library is a good place for studying and long periods of concentration
 .


Reason 2
 　Not only are libraries quiet, but also full of resources. At the library, you have many reference materials, Internet access, librarians
 to assist
 you, and other technology available
 to help you study. One can study for long periods
 in a library and not need to leave except to sleep!




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) pull away—draw away

(b) concentration—mental activity

(c) librarian—library staff

(d) assist—help

(e) available—on hand

(f) long period—marathon session


Paraphrases
 　Home may be comfortable, but it is teeming with distractions and temptations.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Hi, girl. Did you hear that the college might start telling new students their roommate's name, phone number, and e-mail address before everyone shows up on campus?


W:
 I think it is a great idea. You know, it really takes us a lot of time to get to know anyone. This way, if there is going to be any problem, you'll know about it beforehand.


M:
 Yep, I know what you mean. I used to have trouble with my roommate last semester. I couldn't stand his smoking and drinking all the time.


W:
 That's why I think the idea is so great. I mean this way, you get to meet your roommate and know about each other before you arrive. If you feel you can't get along with your roommate, you can ask to change roommates and thus save both of you a lot of trouble.


M:
 My roommate now is OK. I mean we get along great. Only, we each tried to bring everything we owned from home.


W:
 That's another part I like about this proposal. I mean if we are in touch in advance, we can plan.


M:
 That's right! Like, you bring the coffee pot, and I'll bring a DVD player. So I don't bring the things the other guy is bringing. You know, there just isn't enough room for everything. It'd save a lot of trouble, discussing who brings what.


W:
 That's just what I was going to say. You took the words out of my mouth.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

let~ → schl tell → new stu → rmt's name & contact info~ b4 schl

Listening

w√

(1) if contact, know get along? or problem live with?

(2) plan → bring?

if ×contact b4, 2 TV coffee pots

if plan, prb solved




Response （参考答案）




The letter proposes that
 the college begin telling new students their roommate's name and contact information before students begin attending the school.


The woman in the conversation supports the suggestion for two major reasons.



The first one is that if roommates are in contact before they arrive, they have a chance to find out if they can get along
 ,
 or if they will have problems
 living with each other.


The second reason is that
 future roommates can plan what each should bring. If they don't make contact before, the room could have two TV's, two coffee pots, etc. If they plan, the problem can be avoided
 .
 This will lead to the two roommates having enough
 room to live comfortably.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) get along—be compatible

(b) have problems—be incompatible

(c) avoid—get around

(d) enough—sufficient, adequate


Paraphrases
 　1. If roommates can get in touch before they arrive, they will be able to enjoy the opportunity of getting to know each other./If roommates are in contact before they arrive, they have a chance to become acquainted.

2. With planning, this difficulty need not arise.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 So we know that questionnaire surveys are not useful at all times unless we change the methods of research.

There is one clothing company whose sports suits were not selling well. So the company wanted to know the reasons and undertook an investigation. It didn't question customers directly, but offered respondents some magazines and scissors, asking them to cut out the photos that they thought suitable for their sports suits. The respondents all cut out photos with athletes. So the company recognized that customers think sports suits only suit athletes. Then, the company changed its sports suits and made them more appealing to ordinary people in order to boost sales. Finally, the clothing company realized that using indirect methods to find out consumers' purchasing motivation is the key to better business.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

consumer motivation research

Listening

司 sell sports suit → sale low?

after 查, know ppl think → suit fit sportsmen

later 司→ suit fit everybody→↑sales




Response （参考答案）




The professor gives an example to show
 how the consumer motivation research enables companies to discover the motives behind consumers' purchasing behavior in order to boost
 sales.


The professor says that a company producing
 sports suits wanted to find out the reasons
 that their products sales were low. After a series of non-questionnaire surveys, the company realized that people did not buy their sports suits simply because they thought the suits fit only sportsmen.
 So the company found strategies
 to spur consumers' motivation by making its sports suits appeal to ordinary people, thereby increasing its sales.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) boost—increase

(b) produce—manufacture

(c) reason—cause

(d) strategy—technique


Paraphrases
 　1. A sports suit manufacturer was curious as to why there was a dip in sales.

2. After surveying its clientele, the company discovered that their suits' association with athletes was actually hurting sales.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Jeff! Long time no see! Why are you so unhappy?


M:
 No big deal, I guess. But it's annoying.


W:
 What's annoying?


M:
 My best buddy Sam just moved into a new house and I want to get him a housewarming present. I figured a bookcase would be a great idea because he reads a lot and the new house has so much space. So I bought one and tried to put it together, but the problem is there were some parts missing.


W:
 Ok, I see. How about taking it back to the store and getting another one?


M:
 But they said it'll be a few days before they could get a new one. I guess they had sold out of it. I need to get it now. I can't go to the housewarming with no gift!


W:
 I see your problem. Then try this. You could get your money back from the first store and go to another shop to buy him something other than a bookcase.


M:
 That's not a bad idea either. But then I'd have to spend extra money and blow my budget.


W:
 Sam, you can either have money or have friends. You can't always have both.


M:
 I guess I'll try your first idea. Maybe…


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: frd move → new house

buy gift / bookcase, but miss~ piece

2 Solutions

(1) get another bookcase

(2) refund → buy sth else

2nd
 √

Best choice

sold out, new prd → a few days later

too late

∴refund & buy sth & show cares → his frd




Response （参考答案）



The man's best friend has just moved to a new house and the man wants to buy him a bookcase as a gift. Unfortunately
 , the bookcase the man bought has missing pieces.


The man's friend suggests that he can
 get another bookcase. 
Or
 he can
 get a refund from the first store and buy something else from another shop for the friend.


I think the second solution is better.


The store currently
 has sold out of the bookcase; the new product will be delivered to the store a few days from now. That is too late. Therefore, the man should take the refund and buy something else and show he cares for his friend.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) unfortunately—however

(b) or—alternatively

(c) currently—presently


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 Today we are talking about animals in tropical rainforests. Animals are like human beings; they know how to look out for themselves. Closely related to this are two activities: searching for food individually and making sounds to protect their territories.

One behavior has to do with searching for food. Some big animals need a large amount of food, such as apes. If they go foraging with others, they will certainly come into conflict when they find only a little food. Thus they have a better chance if they go out alone, which is exactly what most of the large apes do.

The other behavior concerns protecting their territory. Animals move about a great deal in their search for food. They must develop means to inform others about their territory if they want to have sufficient supply of food. For example, howlers, a type of monkey, usually protect their territory by making a screeching sound. If other monkeys or animals enter their territory, they will make a sound to tell that this is their range. And other monkeys will leave after hearing the sound.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Behaviors

2 bhv~ ani / tropical rainforest

(1) big mammal e.g. apes search food alone

∴ avoid conflict → food with others

(2) mky → warn~ signal / cry~ → others away from territory




Response （参考答案）




According to the lecture,
 some animals in tropical rainforests
 have developed two behaviors: searching for food alone and sending warning calls to protect their territories
 .


First, some big mammals like apes
 usually search for food individually
 in order to avoid conflicts over struggling for food with fellow apes.



Also, the professor says that
 some animals like monkeys send warning signals by crying aloud to inform and keep
 the approaching animals away from
 their territory.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) tropical rainforest—jungle

(b) territory—range

(c) ape—chimp, simian

(d) individually—on one's own

(e) keep away from—warn off


Paraphrases
 　1. Some large species like apes conduct their food hunts singly with an eye to avoiding conflicts with their fellows.

2. Warning cries are an expedient that monkeys have recourse to in order to warn others off their territory.


Tips


〇　There is no one but______. (没有人不……)


【例句】There is no one but longs to go to college.

【译文】没有人不渴望上大学。

【例句】There is no one but hopes rich.

【译文】没有不想发财的人。


〇　Thanks to______, more and more______. (由于……越来越多的……)


【例句】Thanks to healthier lifestyles, more and more people are surviving into old age.

【译文】由于生活方式越来越健康，活到高龄的人越来越多。

【例句】Thanks to the government, more and more homeless children can go to school

【译文】多亏了政府，越来越多无家可归的孩子可以上学了。




【2012年9月16日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Describe the difference between two schools you have studied at. Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you prefer to purchase a new electronic device right after it is available in store or wait for a while? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A New Policy of Library Lockers Reservation

Effective immediately following spring break, library lockers will be reserved for the use of senior students only. This measure has been prompted by the unusually heavy workload borne by final year students. The lockers, conveniently situated near the book stacks, will help these students store the volumes and materials needed for research papers and senior theses. The library apologizes for any inconvenience this may cause other students. Locker fees will, of course, be refunded to all non-senior students upon presentation of a receipt. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion about the new policy of library lockers reservation. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Egocentric

In psychology, the term “egocentric” is used to describe individuals who are either unable or unwilling to consider any need, opinion, or point of view of others except their own. One might characterize the egocentric individual as a pathological example of self-centeredness. In the field of psychology, researchers have found that children pass through an egocentric phase, usually from about age two till around six. During this time, besides the above traits, the children usually show an inability to imagine any viewpoint except their own even in cases of physical perception.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Using the information from the lecture, explain how the professor's example helps illustrate the concept of egocentric in the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two different features that help redwood trees live longer than other tree species.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Describe the difference between two schools you have studied at. Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I went to
 high school and then to university when I was a little older, and the two schools were very different.


Reason 1
 　First, I went to high school in my hometown
 . Students did not seem too interested in studying then, and instead spent a lot of time socializing
 with girlfriends and boyfriends,
 talking about parties, and trying to make money
 in after-school jobs.


Reason 2
 　Later, when I went to university, everything changed. Young adults spent most of their time discussing their classes or upcoming exams. They also enjoyed getting involved in politics, since they were old enough to vote
 .





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) go to—attend

(b) hometown—native town

(c) socialize—hang out

(d) make money—earn money

(e) old enough to vote —of age to vote, at voting age


Paraphrases
 　1. Students were more interested in the opposite sex than academics.

2. Having attained voting age, they were also more aware of politics.


Question　2



Do you prefer to purchase a new electronic device right after it is available in store or wait for a while? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I usually wait several weeks or even months to buy a product. And I have two reasons.


Reason 1
 　The first reason is the price. When a new Apple or Nokia product hits the market, the price is always quite high.
 As time passes, the price of the product decreases
 significantly.


Reason 2
 　Furthermore, new products are great, but they almost always have functionality problems
 .
 And after some time passes, the company will remove
 all the small problems
 and produce
 a better product.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) decrease—drop, fall

(b) functionality problems—teething problems (with new goods)

(c) remove—iron out

(d) problem—bug, glitch

(e) produce—release


Paraphrases
 　1. One deterrent to buying new products is the prohibitively high asking price.

2. The appeal of new products is limited by their invariable teething problems.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Jenny, you look so angry. This isn't like you. What happened?


W:
 There's a new rule. After spring break only seniors can use the library lockers!


M:
 That's odd. Why?


W:
 The library says seniors have this heavy, heavy workload. So they need the lockers and the rest of us don't!


M:
 That doesn't seem really fair, still if you're a senior you do have to work more.


W:
 We all have to study hard! Now, freshmen, sophomores, juniors—all of us—have to start carrying big stacks of books everyday. With this new rule, we will be carrying books all the way to and fro our dorm rooms everyday!


M:
 You've got that right, Jenny. Too much work!


W:
 Besides that, those seniors will probably hide a lot of library books in their lockers, so no one but they can use them. That's so selfish!


M:
 That might be a problem. But do you really think seniors will be that selfish?


W:
 Of course! That's what I plan to do when I'm a senior!


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

lib~ reserve locker → sr only

Listening

w ×

(1) unfair → stu / other grades

∵ same workload, need locker

if reserved →sr, others carry book → ×cvnt

(2) hide books

other ×use 资




Response （参考答案）



The library will soon begin reserving
 library lockers for the use of seniors alone. The student disagrees with the policy and has two reasons.



Firstly, she says that this policy would be really unfair to the students of other grades because they also have the same
 workload as
 seniors and need the lockers.
 When the lockers are reserved for seniors only, the students of other grades will be forced to carry heavy
 , large volumes of books back and forth every day, which is inconvenient.


Secondly, she fears that seniors will use the lockers as places to hide
 books and materials.
 This will deprive
 other students of the use of such resources.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) reserve—set aside

(b) the same as—not much different, nearly identical

(c) heavy—weighty

(d) hide—stash

(e) deprive—rob


Paraphrases
 　1. Since every grade level has a similar workload, the policy would be inequitable./She says that this policy would be really unfair to students of other grades because the workload of seniors is not much different from that of other students.

2. Secondly, the student fears that seniors will stash books and other needed materials in their lockers.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 Today we're going to talk about egocentrism. To lead into our topic, let's consider an experiment. Children, remember, are naturally egocentric from around two till six. In the experiment, a little boy was left alone to play with a ball that had two colors, red on one side and blue on the other.

After a while a researcher entered the room. He asked the boy which color each side was. The boy answered correctly. After this the man sat opposite the boy and turned the ball so the boy could only see the blue side. He asked him, “What color am I looking at?” The boy answered, “Blue.” The experiment was repeated a number of times with substantially the same result. The point is that, at that age, children are unable to imagine any viewpoint except their own. In fact, if asked “What color is the ball?”,
 the child almost always replied only by saying the color he was then looking at.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

egocentric among children

Listening

kid ball / 2 color, red & blue

later…put ball ∴ boy see 1 side / blue

color? many times

boy → blue ∵only color see

same result / other side

kid × imagine sth > they see




Response （参考答案）




The professor discusses an experiment highlighting

 egocentric behavior among young children.


In the experiment a child played with a ball featuring two colors, red and blue.
 Later, the researcher placed the ball so the boy could see only the blue side. Then he asked the boy which color the researcher was looking at for a number of times. The boy always
 answered that the color was blue because it was the only color he could see. The experiment was repeated for the red side with the same result: the boy could only answer the color he was seeing. This indicates
 that young children are unable to
 imagine things beyond what they can presently see.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) highlight—focus on

(b) always—invariably

(c) indicate—suggest, show

(d) be unable to—inability, incapacity

(e) viewpoint—perspective


Paraphrases
 　1. The experiment called for the child to play with a two-colored ball.

2. This indicates an inability of young children to imagine any viewpoint except their own.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 What's wrong, Tom? You're usually so cheerful when you have a Reader's Club meeting coming up.


M:
 I just realized I have a problem.


W:
 What's that?


M:
 Well, you know about the club meeting tonight at 7:00. Around that same time, my old friend Watson will be arriving at the airport. Naturally he expects me to meet him. This is a tough choice, indeed.


W:
 You have Reader's Club once a week. How often does Watson come? I bet not very often. So just skip the club this one time and go see your friend!


M:
 Any other evening of the club, I would. But we're reading Whitman, my favorite writer!


W:
 OK, so try this. Go to your Reader's Club, and then go pick up Watson at the airport. There's still time to contact him, isn't there? Tell him you'll be a little late.


M:
 I could do that, yes. But then I'm sure my friend would be upset. After all, I'm making him wait to please myself.


W:
 Uhhh, Tom?


M:
 Yes?


W:
 Isn't there an old saying that a friend is a second self?


M:
 Yes, you're right. Oh, what should I do?


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: conflict: frd, airport or → club / nite

2 Solutions

skip club, meet frd

→club, but leave 早, meet frd airport

Best choice

1st
 √

frd ☆

→club ×☆ = pick up frd airport

should meet frd

club every week but not frd




Response （参考答案）




The man is struggling over
 whether
 to pick up his friend at the airport or
 to go to a club he loves in the evening.


The woman says that he can simply skip
 the club this one night, since his friend rarely
 comes to visit. Or
 he can go to the club, but leave early enough to meet his friend at the airport a little late.


I think the first solution is better because
 a friend is a precious
 thing. To go to a weekly meeting is not as important as picking up his friend at the airport.
 The man should therefore meet his friend who he rarely meets. His favorite club activity can be taken care of every week. Not so with his friend.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) struggle over—in a quandary, in a dilemma

(b) skip—absent oneself from

(c) rarely—seldom

(d) precious—cherished


Paraphrases
 　1. Since his friend's visits are few and far between, the women suggests that the man absent himself this one time.

2. To go to the meeting would be an insult to his friend.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 Trees live a great long time, we know that. Here in California, there's one that's about

5,000 years old. But this is a baby compared with the pine in Sweden that's over 9,500 years old…and still living! Why do some trees live so long? That's like asking why some people live long: heredity is everything. So let's talk about some long-lived tree species. Close to home still in California, we have the redwoods and most of us have seen these. A couple of features make redwoods long livers.

One very important feature is a chemical released by redwood bark, especially when the tree is young. That chemical is called “cedrene.” It's a natural insecticide that either kills or keeps insects away. Insects, recall, are perhaps the number one enemy of all trees. A tree without insects can live longer.

A second feature is the root system of the redwood. The roots fan out in all directions, maybe for as far as 250 feet, which is about 80 meters. Why so big? Pine forests, for example, usually have poor, acidic soil. Remember? So such root system help the tree obtain both scarce nutrients and water. Wind, recall again, is a problem for all conifer trees; however, trees with strong and developed root system can support each other as a defense mechanism to confront strong winds. They won't get blown down and therefore live longer. Redwoods may easily live for two thousand years and more.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Features

2 feature → tree live long

(1) chemical toxin ← tree

protect against insects

(2) root sys~

root obtain nutrient & water

strong root→×blow down / wind




Response （参考答案）




The professor is discussing
 long-lived trees. She talks about redwoods as a species with great longevity. She cites
 two factors making for

 this.


One is the natural chemical or toxin
 released by the trees that protects them against insects
 , which are great enemies of trees.

The other factor is an extensive
 root system. The fanned-out roots can help obtain scarce
 nutrients and water. Besides, the strong and developed root system can help trees support each other and avoid being blown down by the winds.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) cite—mention

(b) make for—cause

(c) toxin—poison

(d) extensive—broad, large, vast

(e) scarce—scanty


Paraphrases
 　1. Against the threat of insects, redwoods secrete a natural poison.

2. The winds rarely blow the trees down due to their strong and developed root system.


Tips


〇　______ play(s) an important role in______. (……在……中扮演重要角色/起重要作用)


【例句】Computers play an important role in science and technology.

【译文】电脑在科学和技术中起着重要的作用。

【例句】Price and pricing policy play an important role in all marketing strategy.

【译文】价格和定价政策在所有销售策略中起着很重要的作用。




【2012年9月20日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




What is the best sort of education system for your country? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you agree or disagree that mobile phones are vital to today’s business? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Proposal for Kitchen Improvement

I am writing to urge the university to make the following improvements to dormitory kitchens. First, each of the kitchens really needs another refrigerator. With just one refrigerator, there simply is not enough room for everyone to store even a small amount of food. Second, there should be a sign-up sheet in the kitchen for people to reserve for kitchen use beforehand. As it is now, there are always arguments because too many people want to fix food at the same time. If both these ideas are adopted, the present situation might become a little more bearable.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The man expresses his opinion about the student's proposal of adding new refrigerators and making a sign-up sheet for kitchen usage. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Quality Circle

A quality circle is a volunteer group of workers, usually led by an elected team leader. They are trained to identify, and solve work-related problems. They present their solutions to management in order to improve the performance of the organization, and motivate and enrich the work of employees. Quality circles are an alternative to treating workers like machines, which is a result of the division of labor. Quality circles can aid in creating harmony and ensuring high performance. Typical topics they address are improving safety on the job, improving the design of products, and improving manufacturing performance.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.


[image: x1]




Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain how the quality circle improves work efficiency.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two benefits of planting trees in the city.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



What is the best sort of education system for your country? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I believe that our schools should focus on
 teaching relevant skills based on the needs and demands of the students.


Reason 1
 　First, classes should teach young people Microsoft Office and other computer courses, as well as mechanics, engineering, customer services skills, and whatever else the students need for their future career.


Reason 2
 　The second major change I would like to see is a greater effort to retain students until they are adults. Now, pupils can drop out of school due to poverty. I would like to see a project to keep more students in school until their graduation.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　focus on—emphasize, place importance on


Paraphrases
 　I would like to see a program aimed at student retention till graduation.


Question　2



Do you agree or disagree that mobile phones are vital to today's business? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　In our modern world, cell phones have become important for businesses.



Reason 1
 　One reason cell phones are so important is that the modern client typically owns a phone himself, so he will assume
 that others have one as well. If a modern businessman expects to develop business, he must be available at all hours, ready to take any call.


Reason 2
 　Another factor is that cell phones can be used to do a lot of things such as writing reports, checking statistics, sending and receiving emails, inputting vital information, and keeping communication with clients. Without cell phones, the modern business model would likely fall apart
 .




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) assume—take something for granted

(b) fall apart—descend into chaos


Paraphrases
 　In today's world, there's no escaping the cell phone.


Question　3



Conversation



W:
 Hey, did you see the letter in the paper about how to improve the dorm kitchens?


M:
 Yeah, and I think it's all silly.


W:
 Really? I thought the guy had a point. The kitchens here are pretty crowded. It's hard to do anything.


M:
 True. But the solutions the guy suggests won't work either. The kitchens are too small to begin with. There just isn't room for another fridge. If you add another one, you'd have to do the cooking somewhere else, which is just more inconvenient all over again.


W:
 Oh, yeah. I hadn't thought of that.


M:
 As for the sign-up sheet, it won't work either. I mean you can't plan when you're going to get hungry. You get hungry, then you cook. Who knows when that's going to happen? Besides, most of us study late and we don't really have time to cook. We just make a sandwich or coffee.


W:
 Yeah, I think you are right.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

let~ → (1) refri~ → kitch~ & (2) sign-up → cook

Listening

m ×

(1) kitch~ small

↑ frig → crowded

if × room, cook~ dif~

(2) sign-up sheet ×work

∵ when hungry?

study late /nite , × tm → cook

eat e.g. sandwich coffee




Response （参考答案）




The man does not like the suggestion to
 add a refrigerator to the dorm kitchens and have a sign-up sheet to use the facility or cook.


He points out that
 the kitchens are already small
 . 
Putting in
 a second fridge will make the room even less spacious.
 If the kitchen does not have enough room, simple cooking could be very difficult.


He also says that a sign-up sheet is useless
 because no one can predict
 when he or she is going to be hungry.
 Besides, students usually study late at night and don't have time to cook. All they need to eat is something like a sandwich or coffee.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) small—cramped

(b) put in—install

(c) useless—pointless

(d) predict—foresee


Paraphrases
 　1. The installation of a second fridge will render a small kitchen impossibly cramped.

2. Also, he mentions that a sign-up sheet is pointless because people can not foresee when they are going to be hungry.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 The book sounds as if quality circles were a totally unique innovation. In fact the idea has been around for a long time. But how do these groups actually work? Look right here in this city.

Less than a decade ago, a car corporation was almost bankrupt. Under a new CEO and at the union's urging, they organized all staff into quality circles or small groups with a supervisor in each one. The groups were tasked with finding inefficiencies in production and eliminating mistakes. A further mission was to suggest improvements in the car's design as well.

As a result, some members soon corrected problems that never seemed to get solved such as weak headlights. Until, that is, quality circles were formed. Within a few weeks they had licked all the problems! This made the cars more popular, increased sales, and is just one of dozens of little improvements that have helped save time and make more profits for the company and thus save the company from possible bankruptcy.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

quality circle

Listening

↑work 率 ← give a say & ×own duties

e.g. car 司 / → 破

new CEO → staffs → grp → find prb → solve

e.g. headlights weak, → bright

little 进→ circle worth, car pop~, sale↑




Response （参考答案）



In business management, quality circles improve work efficiency by giving workers a say in organizing work and production rather than just fulfilling their own duties. The example the professor gives is of a car company.



According to the lecture,
 a car company was almost ready to go bankrupt. So the CEO was changed. And the new executive officer organized staff into small groups to find problems in each stage of the production process and get them solved. For example, the headlights of the car were weak, so the staff designed a brighter one right away. With numbers of such little improvements, the quality circle approach had shown its worth, the car had become popular, and sales had been boosted.




Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Hey, you look worried. What's wrong?


M:
 I just can't afford to live in the dorm anymore. I have to move off campus. But I really can't afford a nice apartment on my own either.


W:
 Find a roommate and share the rent. That's what everyone does.


M:
 But then I don't have any privacy. I mean I like heavy metal music and I won't be able to listen to it whenever I like. Also, I can't make phone calls whenever I want because my roommate would probably get upset.


W:
 Yeah, being polite is a real burden for some people. Hey, I'm working at a restaurant, and the restaurant always needs good waiters. Why not come to work there part-time? You make pretty fair money once you add in all the tips you get. With the extra money you can afford your own place. But you have to work on Friday and Saturday evenings though.


M:
 That would be a solution. But I'm really busy with school. Besides, I am only free on Friday and Saturday evenings. Those are my nights to hang out with friends. You can't expect me to give up my social life.


W:
 I'd think you'd care enough about your real life to make some effort!


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: ×afford → dorm, off camp~

2 Solutions

(1) rmt, share rent

(2) work restaurant → $→ rent

Best choice

2nd
 √

(1) share →×私

× comf~ if care others

e.g. × music, phone anytime

(2) if rent own hs, work → 饭√

× tm → after schl act~ , but 私




Response （参考答案）




The man faces a problem that
 he can no longer afford to live in the dorm. So he has to live off campus. But also, he can't afford an apartment on his own.


There are two solutions. He can
 find a roommate to share the rent. Or else he can
 work in a restaurant to make money for his housing.


I prefer the second solution.



First, renting
 and sharing the apartment with somebody else makes him unable to enjoy his privacy.
 He feels uncomfortable if he has to be considerate of others very much. For example, he cannot listen to music and make phone calls whenever he wants to.


Also, I think
 if he can make money to rent his own housing, working in the restaurant will be a good choice. He won't have time for after-school activities, but he will have privacy.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　rent—lease


Paraphrases
 　Sharing an apartment cannot offer him enough privacy.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 Why bother planting trees downtown? I mean city is city, country is country and you're not going to make this city beautiful with just a tree or two hundred. Actually, there are two benefits of planting trees in the city other than beauty.

Consider the number of cars here. The air is actually unhealthy to breathe. Among other things, cars emit carbon dioxide, CO2
 . If CO2
 is high, that means less oxygen for you and I to breathe. It's also a major cause of global warming, you know, the greenhouse effect. Well, good news is that trees help remove carbon dioxide from the air. That's right, they reduce pollution just by being there.

Second, a problem with all these concrete sidewalks and paved roads is that the air is dry. As soon as water hits the hot pavements, it evaporates. More good news is that trees trap water and then slowly release it back into the air by what's called “transpiration.” This means an increase in humidity and a more comfortable living environment. So remember, trees in urban areas can improve our life.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Benefits

×only 丽 →city, 2 益/ ↑tree → city

(1) remove CO2
 ← air

gas ← car / city → 温室 & 污

more tree → more fresh ~

(2) tree 吸水→ 放→air

∴×dry

环/舒服




Response （参考答案）



Besides making the city beautiful, the professor discusses two ways
 in which planting trees is beneficial to the city.


Probably the main advantage is that
 trees help remove
 carbon dioxide from the air. The gas emissions produced by cars in cities are a major cause of
 the greenhouse effect and air pollution. The more trees there are, the more fresh air there is to breathe.



Another benefit is that
 trees store water and then let it evaporate slowly into the air. In this way, the air isn't so dry and our environment
 is more comfortable.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) remove—filter out

(b) major cause of—major factor in

(c) environment—setting


Paraphrases
 　1. Carbon dioxide has been identified as the major culprit in global warming, especially as produced by cars that proliferate in urban settings./That gas is a major cause of the greenhouse effect and is produced, in large part, by the very cars that damage the urban environments.

2. The more the trees, the more the oxygen.


Tips


〇　Let alone______. (更不用说……)


【例句】He hasn't enough money for food, let alone amusements.

【译文】他连吃饭的钱都不够，更不用说玩乐的钱了。

【例句】He lacks the bare necessaries of life, let alone luxuries.

【译文】他连日常必需品都没有，更不用说奢侈品了。




【2012年9月23日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




How do you make sure to finish all your assignments on schedule? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you prefer outdoor activities or indoor activities? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Letter from a Student

As a student here at William and Mary, I am embarrassed. It is one of the oldest colleges in the United States. Well, the furniture in the library looks older than the college! The chairs are all dusty with holes in the cloth covering. The tables are wobbly, with writing scribbled all over them. The ink has soaked into the wood and you can't wash it off! The school desperately needs to buy new furniture. This will afford a more comfortable and relaxing environment to library patrons. Also it might even attract more patrons: the library is a good place to study!



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The woman expresses her opinion about the proposal to replace the old furniture in the library. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Frustration Tolerance

Frustration tolerance refers to the ability to withstand frustration without developing and/or displaying inappropriate or inadequate responses. Such responses include excessive nervousness, grief, neurosis, and aggression. Ideally, this tolerance rises incrementally as children learn how to manage or tolerate frustration while they grow up. But cases of adults with low tolerance levels, of course, abound.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain how the professor's example of his son is related to the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the woman's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two changes birds exhibit before migration.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



How do you make sure to finish all your assignments on schedule? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I have two ways to make sure that I get my assignments done on time.


Reason 1
 　The first way is to remain organized. I keep notes of all my classes in proper folders and notebooks. It is surprising how helpful this can be when studying several subjects at once
 .



Reason 2
 　Most importantly, I keep a strict
 study schedule and try to follow it daily.
 For example, if I set aside
 two hours for math on Thursday, I make sure to
 study for those two hours, and also to study only math during that time.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) at once—simultaneously

(b) strict—rigorous

(c) set aside—reserve, save

(d) make sure to—make a point of


Paraphrases
 　1. It is amazing how effective this can be for studying a number of subjects simultaneously./It is very helpful when studying several subjects at once.

2. Of paramount importance is adhering to a rigorous schedule.


Question　2



Do you prefer outdoor activities or indoor activities? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I prefer to do outdoor activities as much as possible.


Reason 1
 　When I have some free time, I don't want to spend it indoors. I would rather go out into the sunshine and enjoy the freedom!



Reason 2
 　Also, going outside can make me appreciate nature and remind me just how wonderful and precious our natural world
 is, and the importance
 of protecting
 it.



Conclusion
 　Therefore, I'd prefer to spend my free time
 doing outdoor activities so I can take in the sunshine and the wonder of the natural world.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) natural world—natural order

(b) importance—critical need of

(c) protect—preserve

(d) free time—leisure time


Paraphrases
 　1. I would much rather go outdoors to enjoy the sunshine and freedom!

2. Being outside, I am forcibly impressed with the need to protect the fragile nature.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Did you see this letter?


W:
 What letter?


M:
 A student wrote a letter suggesting that the school replace the old furniture in the library.


W:
 That doesn't sound right. The library is for storing books and studying. It's not a hotel. If you make it too comfortable, people will get sleepy and be unable to concentrate. A relaxing environment is not beneficial for students studying. A little discomfort keeps you awake.


M:
 That's true, people go to the library to learn, not because the place is cozy.


W:
 Definitely, the reason I always hear people say they don't go to the library is that it is a really old building. There aren't enough electrical outlets to plug in computers. Since most students study with their computers, this drives people away.


M:
 That's right. It's too hard finding a place to use a laptop in the library. I have to carry a bunch of books back to my dorm.


W:
 There, see what I mean? This letter really missed the problems with the library.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

let~ →uni~ → buy furni~ → lib~

∵old furni~ x comf~

Listening

w: ×

(1) lib~ store bk & pl → stdy

comf~ × need

stu / comf~ env~ →× focus, but slp

(2) ↓ppl use lib~ ×∵ uncomf~

but lack e outlet

e.g. stu / lap~ × find pl → cmpt

↑new furni~ × help~ → prb




Response （参考答案）




The letter suggests that the college should
 buy new furniture for its library because the old furniture is uncomfortable.


The woman opposes this proposal
 of library furniture renovation for two reasons.


The first is that
 the purpose of a library is to store books and provide a place for study. Comfort is not necessary.
 A person in a comfortable environment might not focus on study, but sleep
 .


Second, the reason few people use the library is not lack of comfort, but a lack of
 electrical outlets. This is what keeps
 laptop users away
 .
 For example, students with laptops cannot find a proper place to set up their computers. In short
 , she believes that the new furniture wouldn't be helpful to the existing problems.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) sleep—nod off

(b) a lack of—a shortage of, a dearth of

(c) keep away—drive away

(d) in short—in brief


Paraphrases
 　1. Comfort is not a necessity.

2. It is a want of electrical sockets, not lack of comfort that alienates potential users.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 Like today's textbook reading said, ideally we are able to bear frustration better as we grow up. However, to tolerate frustration is never easy. We have to work hard on our own and sometimes even need others to help us.

Take my son as an example. When he was about three, he was busy one afternoon trying to build a tower with his building blocks. Only the tower fell down every time it got more than a few blocks high. And, since the boy was only three, he cried. He also asked me for help finally.

Well, I always say kids should learn to be independent, and helping him to finish the work is not beneficial for him. Kids need to learn to solve problems on their own. But, I didn't want to listen to a sniveling little kid all afternoon. So I helped him build a tower, but a little later every time he asked. I was careful too, to explain why his towers kept falling down.

After that, every time he had trouble, I came to help a little later. Within a few weeks, my son could build his own towers. Plus he had learned not to ask for help and try to solve the problem on his own first, instead of crying or screaming when he had difficulty. So he was not only building towers, he was building frustration tolerance, too.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

frustration tolerance

Listening

boy→ bld tower, but fail & cry

prf / help, but → later when son asked

∵prf → son → overcome dif~ & bear frus~ / self

son → bld tower & solve pro~ / × cry & scream

build tower & frus~ tol~




Response （参考答案）




To give an example of frustration tolerance, the professor talks about
 his son building a tower with blocks.


According to the lecture,
 the boy tried to build
 a tower but failed and cried. The professor agreed to help
 , but always came a little later when his son asked him for assistance.
 The professor did this because he wanted his son to overcome
 difficulties and tolerate frustration on his own. In the end, the son could build a tower and also learned to solve his problem without crying and screaming
 first. So the boy built both towers and frustration tolerance.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) build—erect, construct

(b) to help—to come to one's aid

(c) overcome—vanquish

(d) cry and scream—throw a tantrum


Paraphrases
 　1. The professor was willing to lend aid, but gradually came later and later with each call for help.

2. Thus the boy learned both to build towers and to bear frustration.


Question　5



Conversation



M:
 Karen! It's almost your Graduation Day! You should be happy.


W:
 I would be happy, but there's a problem.


M:
 Tell me, I'll try to help.


W:
 Well, my mom and dad want to come to my graduation ceremony, of course. But they live out of state, so they have to fly. I've been trying to find a hotel for them, but they are already booked up. I'm so stupid! I waited until too late to book the hotel.


M:
 Why not just have them stay in your apartment with you?


W:
 You've seen my place. It's so small. I'd have to move all the furniture and rearrange my room if they live with me.


M:
 Maybe clean it as well?


W:
 No jokes! I'd even have to sleep on the sofa!


M:
 Then get them a hotel a little farther from the university.


W:
 But that's twenty minutes away by car. Plus I'd have to rent them a car. They're my guests, and I really can't afford it.


M:
 You had better think fast. There's not a lot of time left!


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

w: → grad / uni~ & parents → cere~

but hotel nearby full

2 Solutions

stay with her

rent hotel room / 20 min dr

Best choice

1st
 √

w / limited $ ×→rent car & hotel

apart~ small, but parents → short tm ∴few nite ok




Response （参考答案）




The woman's problem is that
 she will soon graduate from university, and her parents are coming for the ceremony. Unfortunately, all of the local hotels near the university are full
 .


The woman's friend suggests that
 her parents can stay in the student's apartment. If that is not feasible, she can rent a hotel room for her parents within twenty minutes driving distance
 .


I think her parents should stay with her since she has limited money
 and cannot afford to pay for a car rental as well as the hotel. It is true that her place is small, but her parents will only be here a short time.
 A few nights on a sofa
 is all right.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) be full—has no vacancy

(b) driving distance—drive

(c) has limited money—be running short of funds

(d) sofa—couch


Paraphrases
 　1. She can find lodgings for her parents within a short drive, if staying at her place is not practicable.

2. While the apartment is small, their planned stay will be short.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 Today, I'd like to introduce the fascinating topic of bird migration. Birds do not just get up and decide to fly south or north in the winter or spring. It's like any trip: preparation and planning are necessary. Let me mention a couple of examples.

OK, here on the Great Plains we all know the red-winged blackbird, right? Well, one thing the blackbirds—and all species—do before migration is eat a lot. I mean, the birds will be flying for a couple of months most of the day. So they need a lot of energy, and they'll have very little time to look for food. On average, blackbirds gain about 20% more weight before they set out on migration.

Another change is social. Blackbirds live in the same marshy areas, but you may have noticed they more or less ignore each other for most of the year. But, in the period of migration, the birds start flocking together. Why? It's safer to travel in groups. There may be some predators or other dangers while migrating. So they flock together before setting out.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Changes

bird mig~

2 change b4 mig~

(1) body weight: ↑eat &↑wgt ∵↓tm →food / long trip

need ↑eng~ / long dis~, bird eat↑→store fat b4 mig~

e.g. blackbird ↑wg / 20%
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Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about
 bird migration, and there are two types of changes
 birds exhibit before actually migrating.


One change has to do with
 body weight: birds eat a lot and gain
 a lot of weight
 just before migrating because they have little time to look for food during the long trip. Since much energy is needed in order to fly long distance, birds will eat a lot to store fat before migration.
 The example the professor gives is of the red-winged blackbird, which gains about 20% more weight.


The second one is
 the change of social habit. Those birds are usually not sociable, but they start to flock
 together when migrating.
 Birds do this for safety
 reasons.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) gain weight—put on weight

(b) flock—gather

(c) safety—security


Paraphrases
 　1. Energy expenditure is a consideration during migration; therefore, birds eat heavily prior to setting out.

2. Solitary species become gregarious as migration time draws near.


Tips


〇　Reach an absolute consensus on______. (就……达成绝对的一致)


【例句】People rarely reach an absolute consensus on a controversial issue.

【译文】人们很少在一个有争议的问题上达成绝对的一致。

【例句】We have reached an absolute consensus on where to go this weekend.

【译文】我们已经在“这个周末去哪”这个问题上达成了共识。


〇　When it comes to______, most people contend that______. (当提到……大多数人认为……)


【例句】When it comes to the public's perception of quality, most people contend that advertising can't do the job for you.

【译文】说到公众对(产品)质量的印象, 大多数人认为广告宣传并不管用。

【例句】When it comes to pollution, most people contend that the chemical industry is major offender.

【译文】谈到污染的问题时, 大多数人认为化学工业是一大祸害。




【2012年10月13日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you agree or disagree with the statement that schools should require an annual 40 hours of community service from their students? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Whether or not a school is successful solely depends on how many textbooks the school has. Do you agree or disagree with the statement? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Student Technician Recruitment

Oregon Tech is pleased to announce that, starting Monday, January 23, a 24-hour computer troubleshooting and repair service for university students, staff and faculty will be available. The service will be manned by paid student technicians, who have passed a qualifying hands-on examination. These technicians will be lodged in university dormitories, but will only pay half the usual dorm fee in addition to receiving wages. The school is pleased to make this service available to the university community and hope the benefits will be immediate and significant.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The man and the woman express their opinion about the 24-hour computer technical service. State their opinion and explain the reasons they give for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Contrast Effect

Contrast effect is a psychological phenomenon related to judgment. Typically, when we experience any given thing, we tend to compare it to other things of the same type. We especially compare it to things of the same type that we most recently experienced. This tendency interferes with our ability to make unbiased judgments of any article based on its inherent qualities and/or its suitability for a given purpose. The phenomenon has important applications in marketing, politics, and game theory to name but a few.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.


[image: x1]




Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain how the professor's personal experience is related to the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two methods river fish apply to survive the fast current.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Do you agree or disagree with the statement that schools should require an annual 40 hours of community service from their students? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I agree with this proposal.


Reason 1
 　Firstly, this experience teaches young people responsibilities and values.
 Doing work for their community improves pupils' work ethic, while also helping them better understand the needs of their city and how to work cooperatively
 with others.


Reason 2
 　Also, community service helps improve the students' own town or city.
 Students can take pride in being a part of the improvement of their city, while also making new friends and taking part in positive after-school activities.


Conclusion
 　Overall
 , I think the activity helps young people mature
 and learn valuable life lessons
 .




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) cooperatively—in concert with

(b) overall—on the whole

(c) mature—grow up

(d) life lessons—life skills


Paraphrases
 　1. Young people acquire a sense of responsibility and positive values from this experience.

2. Widespread community service will have a positive impact on the entire city or town.


Question　2



Whether or not a school is successful solely depends on how many textbooks the school has. Do you agree or disagree with the statement? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I believe a successful school depends mostly on its administration and the ability of its teachers.


Reason 1
 　First, a school must have an excellent administration to maintain success. Principals and directors must choose the best textbooks, keep the school environment clean, and hire the best teachers. Without guidance
 , a school will fail.



Reason 2
 　Teachers themselves are the most important variable
 in a school's success.
 A good teacher will produce a great lesson and know how to deal with the students and address
 all of their problems. A book cannot
 do this.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) guidance—a firm hand on the helm

(b) variable—factor

(c) address—solve

(d) a book cannot—no book can


Paraphrases
 　1. Without leadership, no school can succeed.

2. A school is only as good as its teachers.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Hey, Lucy. Did you hear that the college is planning to offer a 24-hour computer repair service?


W:
 Wow! That's great! My computer needs to be repaired about once every twenty-four hours! This service, is it free?


M:
 Of course! The school will take care of the payment. The whole point is that whenever your computer has trouble you can call the number and they'll give you advice over the phone. If they can't solve the problem that way, they'll send a guy to your room.


W:
 That's great. My computer froze just last week while I was in the middle of writing a term paper. I had to carry twenty pounds of books back to the library in order to get my assignment done. A friend of mine helped me out, but only the next day. The computer crash really worn me out.


M:
 Yeah, if the service had been available, you could have solved the problem in five minutes. Another thing I like about the proposal is that they say the repair workers get to live half-price in the dorm plus wages. I think I'll apply for one of those positions. I need the money.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

uni→ ↑cmpt repair service

Listening

m & w√

w : cmpt ×→ incvnt → stdy

prb solve if tech~

∴ girl × ask others → help

m: stu → part time / tech~

∵ half $ /dorm fee & wage


Response （参考答案）



The university plans to
 open a computer repair service for students and faculty. The students are very happy about this policy
 .


One student says that
 she has a computer that often has trouble
 , and its crashes cause major hindrances to her study. The problems are easily solved if the technicians are available.
 This way the girl doesn't need to depend on friends for help.


In addition, the other student plans to work part-time as a technician.
 He is attracted by
 the promise of the half-price dorm fee and wages for fixing
 computers.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) have trouble—be on the blink

(b) attracted by—be drawn by

(c) fix—repair, set right


Paraphrases
 　1. To someone with the know-how, such problems are minor./The problems are easily solved if only one knows how.

2. The other student contemplates taking a part-time position as a technician.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 I realize the definition of contrast effect may seem a bit difficult. But, as with so much of psychology, you'll find that the frightening terminology actually covers up something fairly obvious once you know where to look. Take myself as an example.

Last month I moved house. The first seven or eight apartments I looked at were all small, dark, and basically crap. Not the kind of place I'd want to live. Then the agent showed me a larger one, better lighted, and fairly clean. “Great,” I said, “I'll take it!”

But come moving day, that wonderful new apartment turned out to be too small for all my furniture and things. Plus, it's OK in terms of light and cleanliness. But it's not all that great. Not as good as my old place. But…I've already signed the contract, so there's not much I can do now.

The point is, when I rented this apartment, I was comparing it with all the really bad places I had just seen. I wasn't asking myself what I truly needed and whether the apartment actually was a nice place. My impatience got the better of me. I should have waited a day or two to think over the choice. Otherwise, I am making decisions half-blind as it were.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

contrast effect

Listening

e.g. prf exp~ / changing apart~

prf→rent apart~

after look → dark / poor flats, shown better one

so rent, but room small → furni~

light × bright

poor apart affect ability → good apart

adv: long time → decision

↓contrast effect




Response （参考答案）




As an example of
 contrast effect, the professor relates his own experience of changing apartments.


According to the lecture,
 the professor was trying to rent an apartment. After looking at a number of dark, poor quality
 flats, he was shown one somewhat better.
 He immediately
 rented it, only to find his new home too small for all his furniture. Also, the lighting and cleanliness were below his usual standards. He realizes now that having seen too many apartments with poor facilities affected
 his ability to discern a good apartment. The advice he gives is that people need to take time
 when making important decisions.
 This helps reduce the contrast effect.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) poor quality—substandard

(b) immediately—without hesitation

(c) affect—interfere with, hamper

(d) take time—show patience


Paraphrases
 　1. He came across a somewhat better flat, having been shown a number of places that were unacceptable.

2. He counsels people to be patient when contemplating an important decision./He advises taking one's time when making important decisions.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 What's up, man? Are you going home for Christmas?


M:
 Not going home.


W:
 Really? Why not? I thought you missed your parents and friends more than anything?


M:
 I do, but I've got stuff to get done.


W:
 Like what?


M:
 Professor Doss needs me to help go through his tapes for that book he is writing. Yeah, if I do well on this, he says I'm sure to get into a good graduate program. But that leaves me a problem.


W:
 What's that?


M:
 I have to stay on campus during vacation. But the gym will be closed, so I won't be able to work out there. Like you know, I'm on the school basketball team; and doing exercise in the gym is a big part of my training program.


W:
 Big deal, there's a gym just five or six blocks away downtown. I hear they have a “One Month Winter Special.” Seventy-five dollars gives you unlimited access. Vacation lasts less than a month. Your problem is solved.


M:
 Not really. I don't want to spend seventy-five dollars.


W:
 So, just go running outside. That's mostly what basketball is.


M:
 Nah, it's too cold outside. Seattle's rainy too. And running is boring.


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: help prf → with tapes on camp~ / holi~

need exercise, but gym ×

2 Solutions

(1) gym downtown $75

(2) run~ outside

Best choice

1st
 √

$75 × much

×blv → x afford

run~ → good shp, but outside winter…cold

run~ alone /boring




Response （参考答案）



The student needs to stay on campus to help his professor with the tapes of a book during the holiday. He also needs to do some exercise and stay in peak condition
 for basketball but the gym will be closed then.


His friend has two ideas. He can
 buy a one-month gym membership for $75 and work out at their downtown facility. Or, he can simply go running outside every day if he does not want to spend the money.



I think the first solution is better.
 Month gym membership of $75 is not a big deal. So it is hard to believe
 he cannot come up with the money. Running keeps one in good shape; but running outside in the winter could be cold, plus running alone
 is boring
 . Clearly, the man should spend the money.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) in peak condition—in shape

(b) hard to believe—hard to credit

(c) alone—solitarily

(d) boring—insipid

(e) clearly—obviously


Paraphrases
 　1. If he's on a budget, he can substitute roadwork for gym membership.

2. The first option is by far the preferable choice.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 Are any of you fisherman? If so, you and I know that big, fast rivers can be great places for fishing. What you probably don't know is that fish do not really like that swift current. They need to deal with the rapid flow of water while finding food. There are two methods the fish have developed.

For one thing, fish cannot just stay in one place with a swift current. They are carried downstream by water. So, some kinds of fish adapt to this. Take catfish. They stay near the bottom where there is more protection from the current because of rocks and sunken logs. And they develop powerful, muscular fins that let them swim slowly against the current. In fact, the biggest catfish come from the biggest rivers, like the Mississippi. The big fish are the ones that can best fight that current.

Food is another problem. That fast current washes away both fish and its food quickly. So species like trout adapt their feeding habits to where the water is slow. You can always see trout swim where the water is deep or along the shore to hunt for food because the shore water flows slowly and the food drifts slowly as well.

In these two ways, then, fish can live in an otherwise unfavorable environment.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Methods

2 ways fish → fast current → survive

(1) ×stay 1 place ∵carry away by water

∴↑big fin→help swim → current

(2) fish × eat in current water

∴trout → swim along shore & deep pools→ food

shore water slow, food found




Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about two ways
 that fish deal with the challenge of fast current
 to survive.


Firstly, the professor states that
 fish cannot stay
 in one place because they are carried away by the the swift current. Therefore, some fish species like catfish develop big muscular
 fins to help them swim against the current.



Then, the professor talks about another way
 fish can survive in the fast current. Since fish cannot hunt
 and eat food in the rapid flow of water, some fish like trout swim along the shore
 or in deep pools looking for prey as the shore water flows slowly, and the food can easily be found and seized.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) current—flow

(b) stay—linger

(c) muscular—heavily-muscled

(d) hunt—forage

(e) shore—bank


Paraphrases
 　1. Such varieties as catfish are equipped with muscular fins that enable them to swim against the stream's flow.

2. Species such as trout haunt the waters near shore in search of prey, since food is abundant there and the current sluggish.


Tips


〇　Lay a solid foundation for______. (为……打下坚实的基础)


【例句】His intelligence and diligence has helped him lay a solid foundation for a career in medicine.

【译文】他的聪明和勤奋为他的从医生涯奠定了坚实的基础。

【例句】Today's efforts are bound to lay a solid foundation for tomorrow's successes.

【译文】今天的努力一定会为明天的成功打下坚实的基础。


〇　Focus time and energy on______. (把时间和精力放在……上)


【例句】To enable the 1.3 billion people to live a comfortable life, we must focus all our time and energy on development.

【译文】为了让13亿人过上全面小康生活，我们必须聚精会神搞建设，一心一意谋发展。

【例句】Don't focus your time and energy on trifles.

【译文】别把你的时间和精力放在琐事上。




【2012年11月18日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Talk about an organization or a club that you would like to join. Explain why you would like to join this organization or club. Please include reasons and details in your response.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Some students prefer to study for only one long time during a week. Other students prefer to study for several short times during a week. Which do you prefer and why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


A Letter from a Student

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to strongly urge the university to adopt a three-day fall break immediately before midterms during Fall Semester. There are two good reasons for this measure. First, after all the stress of beginning a new semester, the students need a break before the added pressure of midterms. This is especially so for freshmen like myself who are feeling a little overwhelmed by the whole college experience. The second reason is that a break will give busy students time to get ready for those midterm exams. The professors want us to do a lot of work all at once, so a couple of days free would give us the opportunity to do our assignments and get ready for the exams.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The woman expresses her opinion about the student's proposal of adding a three-day fall break. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Friend Affiliation

Friend affiliation is used as an advertising strategy to promote product awareness or sales through raising their desire to be a member of a certain group. Friend affiliation can be created by both positive and negative imagery. These two characteristics are therefore often utilized by advertisers. They advertise their products' positive effect by showing that all people using their products are happy, which encourages others to buy their products. Conversely, they can advertise their products by pointing to negative effects. Such advertisements show that one who doesn't use their products will be left out or unpopular.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain how both the positive and negative imagery of friend affiliation can help companies promote their product awareness and sales.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the woman's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two ways that ancient people used tame animals like goats to obtain food and produce secondary products.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



Talk about an organization or a club that you would like to join. Explain why you would like to join this organization or club. Please include reasons and details in your response.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I'd like to join the Travel Group, especially with my friends.


Reason 1
 　The main reason is that I would be able to have fun and free myself from my studies at school. Spending too much
 time on my exams and assignments makes me very exhausted
 and I feel bored as well.
 So I really want to take a break and enjoy visiting many different
 places, especially with my friends. This way we can enjoy life together and keep
 a close relationship.


Reason 2
 　Also, traveling from place to place
 can enrich my experience and open up my mind because I will be getting in touch with different people and cultures. I enjoy seeing something new and sharing my stories with others.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) too much—excessive

(b) exhausted—enervated

(c) many different—a variety of

(d) keep—maintain

(e) from place to place—widely


Paraphrases
 　1. As the old saying goes, “All work and no play make Jack a dull boy.”

2. I enjoy exposure to exotic lands and telling my travel yarns afterwards.


Question　2



Some students prefer to study for only one long time during a week. Other students prefer to study for several short times during a week. Which do you prefer and why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　My personal preference is for several short study periods a week.


Reason 1
 　Firstly, by spreading our study times out, we can study for different subjects on different days,
 instead of trying to divide
 one long period between several classes and assignments.


Reason 2
 　The other reason is that one long period
 of studying for several classes can lead to
 exhaustion, falling asleep, or worse, getting very stressed by the workload.
 It's better to study and work for several short times a week on each subject, and then continue our projects in the week to come.


Conclusion
 　For me, several shorter periods of study at school are a better fit for the above reasons.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) divide—parcel out

(b) period—session

(c) lead to —result in


Paraphrases
 　1. The way to study different topics on different days is to spread out our study sessions.

2. Marathon study sessions can lead to mental fatigue, nodding off in class, or getting stressed out by the volume of work.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Look Linda, your friend Randy got another letter printed in the college paper.


W:
 I knew he was writing something. What did he say?


M:
 He wants the university to add a three-day break before midterms. He thinks we need time to get ready for exams.


W:
 I think the proposal is great! You know all first-year students need time getting adjusted to college life. They have to work harder and learn a lot of material much faster than they did in high school. So a three-day break would give everybody time to really relax, and then study hard for midterms. Midterms are our first big college test.


M:
 That is true. I have that big English essay I still haven't written.


W:
 Yeah and we'll have about five or six exams just in that one week. Plus we have papers to write for two or three classes. Therefore, students with three days off can have time to do assignments and research and finish their projects and papers.


M:
 Exactly!


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

let~→ uni~ / 3 d break b4 midterm

Listening

w √

(1) college dif~ high schl

stu learn ↑info / short time

3 d / b4 mid~ → relax & ready & rested → test

(2) stu / hard work, 3 d = good use

study → exam, ppr




Response （参考答案）




A letter from a student suggests that the university should
 give a three-day break
 before midterm exams. The female student agrees
 with the idea for two reasons
 .


On the one hand,
 college life is very different from high school. Students have to learn
 a good deal of information in a fairly short time.
 A three-day break before exams would let students relax and get ready
 and rested for their midterms.


On the other hand, for the hard-working, the three-day break could be put to good use.
 Students could study for exams or write papers
 during this time. In either event, free time seems to both students to amount to a blessing.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) break—hiatus

(b) agree—concur

(c) learn—assimilate

(d) get ready—prepare for

(e) papers—essay


Paraphrases
 　1. One has to master a deluge of information on short notice.

2. For the diligent, the three days could offer an occasion for an orgy of work.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 Ok, according to what we have talked about regarding friend affiliation, two schemes can be used to make an ad campaign for a soft drink company. One ad is shot at a happy party, all people drinking the soda advertised. Everyone is laughing and seems very happy…as if the soft drink made them joyful! The idea here is to utilize positive images to build on friend affiliation. Using a happy party with this brand of soda suggests to the audience subconsciously that this brand of soda is so good that every one will have a happy life just by drinking the stuff. Thus, more and more people will buy the brand.

The other strategy is shown by this ad: some young people are watching a football game in a stadium. Suddenly, we see one boy drinking a different brand of soda. Then all the people with the same drink become quiet and stare at him with an odd look. After a while, they leave him alone, even his best friend. Finally he realizes that he made a big mistake by drinking the wrong kind of soda. This idea is to illustrate the negative effect, telling consumers that if they don't buy the right soda, they will lose their friends.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

friend affiliation

Listening

e.g. prf → soft drk 司→ ↑ prd 名 & sale /cust~

(1) 司 → ad & use pos → cust~ know → happy life if drk

∵ ppl happy about drk / party

(2) 司 →neg → 响cust~ /choose drk

e.g. football game, boy dif soda alone by brand soda

司 → isolated if × drk brand




Response （参考答案）




In the lecture, the professor gives two examples of
 a soft drink company using both positive and negative imagery of friend affiliation to promote its product awareness
 and sales among customers.


In the first example,
 the company makes an ad and uses the positive imagery of friend affiliation in a party setting to let the audience
 know that whoever drinks
 this soda will have a happy life. After all, everybody seems very happy about their drink
 at the party.



Also,
 the negative imagery of friend affiliation can also influence people when they are choosing a beverage. For example, in an ad set during a football game, a boy with a different soda is left alone
 by those with the brand of soda being advertised.
 The company in this case uses the negative imagery to tell consumers that they will be isolated if they don't buy and drink their soda.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) product awareness—brand recognition

(b) audience—viewers

(c) drink (v.)—consume

(d) drink (n.)—beverage

(e) be left alone—be isolated


Paraphrases
 　1. Whoever drinks the soft drink will be instantly happy, since that is its evident effect at the party.

2. The boy with the different soda is an outcast among those quaffing the “right” brand.


Question　5



Conversation



M:
 Selena, where are you running to in such a hurry?


W:
 Oh hey, Chad. I have a big problem about renting an apartment.


M:
 Tell me about it, maybe I can help.


W:
 I found a nice apartment where my friend and I could live. The price is fine and it's near campus. In fact, I'm supposed to go sign the lease today. But on my way to the bank, I found an even better, bigger, and closer one!


M:
 All right, go on.


W:
 Well this apartment is about 20% more expensive. If I don't want to lose the chance, I have to sign the lease right away.


M:
 So just sign it. You like the apartment, don't you?


W:
 The problem is Stacy, my roommate. She went hiking for a week. I can't reach her by cell phone or online. I really can't make her pay more money. I know she can't afford to pay more rent. She's always worried about money.


M:
 Well, then just go with the first apartment, the cheaper one.


W:
 But the other apartment is so perfect!


M:
 Then just rent the one you like without your friend's opinion.


W:
 But, but…I am not sure whether or not my friend can afford the rent!! I just don't know what to do.


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

w: × decide → cheap or big close apart

2 Solutions

(1) rent cheaper apart

(2) rent expensive ×frd opinion

Best choice

2nd
 √

rent exp~ apart ∵ love

but pay more ∵ if frd afford?

× ask frd opinion




Response （参考答案）




The student cannot decide whether
 to rent a cheaper apartment or
 pay for a bigger and more expensive flat closer to campus without hearing her friend's opinion.


The other student says
 she can rent the cheaper apartment. If she really does not like that unit, she can
 rent the more expensive one without her friend's approval.


Personally speaking, I think the woman should
 rent the more expensive apartment since she loves it. But since she is unsure about the financial situation of her friend, she should bear the responsibility and secretly pay more rent. Since
 she makes the decision on her own
 without listening to her friend's opinion, she should pay the additional costs. That way her roommate won't be upset.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　on one's own—unilaterally


Paraphrases
 　She should bear the higher cost herself, and silently.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 The taming of animals is a fascinating study. It only occurred during a brief period in history. There are two classes of tame animals. There are those that can do work for us, like horses and dogs, and those we use directly for food, like pigs and chickens. Today, we'll be looking at the second group, in particular at goats.

Again, there are two ways animals can be used for food. Most obviously, people can eat the animal. This was probably the original reason people started keeping such animals. It's a lot easier to catch a tame goat than a wild one. Therefore, having several goats always around could provide people with constant supply of fresh meat. With tame goats, people can avoid food shortages. It's that simple.

Second, after people started raising goats, they realized they could use their milk too. That is, besides meat, the animals offer secondary products such as milk, cheese and yogurt. So letting a number of the animals live around brings a considerable reward.

Using animals in the ways described helps solve the problem of long-term food supply, as well as providing a source of secondary products. This amounted to one of the truly great revolutions in what became human civilization.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Ways

2 ways 古 ppl tame ani~ → food

goat → food 资源

dif~ → hunt every time, ppl raise goats →food 供

ppl eat goat ∵ tame

饥 × danger

ppl 生 / × food

tame ani~ / milk

2nd prd e.g. milk cheese yogurt → solve prb × food / certain time




Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about two ways
 ancient people used tame
 animals for food.


The first benefit of tame animals like goats is that they provided early man with a convenient and reliable
 food source.
 Since it is difficult to hunt goats every time you're hungry, people start to raise goats in order to acquire constant supply of meat. In other words, people can eat goats whenever they want to because they keep such animals. So starvation
 becomes less of a danger
 , and people can survive in periods when other food is scarce.


Also,
 people started to realize they could use milk from tame female animals. So people were benefited from the secondary products such as milk, cheese, and yogurt.
 With a constant food supply, the problem of food shortage is solved.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 (a) tame—domesticated

(b) reliable—unfailing

(c) starvation—famine

(d) danger—threat


Paraphrases
 1. The domestication of goats gave early man a source of food he could rely on and harvest easily.

2. Milk and cheese provided further incentives to keep goats./Another benefit stemmed from the fact that goats offer secondary products like milk and cheese.


【2012年12月2日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




In your opinion, what are some important characteristics of a good school? Use reasons and specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you prefer to be friends with those who share the same opinion as you do or the people who hold different opinions? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


An Announcement of Library Expansion

The University Administration announced plans for the expansion of the library. The new library will occupy the building presently given over to the Student Center and directly adjacent to the existing library. The school authorities stated that the plan will transform the center into a library directly linked to the present library. This way, the school can vastly increase library space at a fraction of the cost of a completely new building. In particular, the school noted, the new facility will afford more shelf space as well as storage for media materials. A further benefit will be additional tables and seats available to students and faculty.



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.


[image: x1]




Question: The man expresses his opinion about the library expansion. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Animal Communication

Briefly, animal communication is any behavior on the part of one animal that has an effect on the current or future behavior of another animal. The most obvious form of communication is vocalization. It plays an essential role in many tasks, from mating rituals to warning of danger; from conveying the location of food sources to social learning. Probably the most striking of these involves warning signals. The survival value of warning other species members of the presence of predators and facilitating their escape is obvious. They can also adopt different tactics to cope with the threat, for example gathering into a group to ward off attack.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain how meerkats vary their alarm signal when facing with the attacks from different predators.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the woman's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two strategies companies use to win consumers.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



In your opinion, what are some important characteristics of a good school? Use reasons and specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　Personally, I think whether or not a school is successful depends mostly on the administration of the school and the ability
 of its teachers.



Reason 1
 　First, a school must have an excellent administration to maintain success.
 Principals and directors must choose the best
 textbooks, keep the school environment clean and conducive to learning, hire
 the best teachers, and deal with the many students in an appropriate and responsible way.


Reason 2
 　Moreover, teachers are the most important variable in a good school. A good
 teacher will produce a great lesson and will know how to deal with their students and address all of their academic needs. Teachers are the heart and soul
 of a school.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 (a) ability—expertise

(b) best—state-of-the-art

(c) hire—recruit

(d) good—first-rate

(e) heart and soul—essence, lifeblood


Paraphrases
 　1. Administration and the teachers' expertise are the key ingredients of a successful school.

2. The old proverb says, “Without a head, the body dies.” So it is with the school: a good administrator is a must.


Question　2



Do you prefer to be friends with those who share the same opinion as you do or the people who hold different opinions? Please include specific details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　Well, I prefer mates that share similar opinions.


Reason 1
 　Firstly, friends who disagree on politics, religion, or other major social issues often fall into conflict
 . For example, if I believe we should let our parents stay with us after getting married and my friend believes the opposite, it is likely that we will argue
 about the issue. So it is easier to have a friend with similar beliefs.



Reason 2
 　Secondly, friends with similar beliefs
 give each other more common interests to build on. If my friend supports art or film, for example, we can go to movies or museums together. However, if a new friend loved playing poker
 and going to clubs
 , we would have little in common, and would never know what to do together.


Conclusion
 　Therefore, I prefer friends who are similar to myself.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) fall into conflict—fall out with each other

(b) argue—clash

(c) similar beliefs—shared beliefs

(d) play poker—gamble

(e) club—bar


Paraphrases
 　Shared beliefs provide a basis for friendship; it is nearly impossible to “agree to disagree.”/Similar beliefs make for firmer friends; as the old adage runs, “Birds of a feather flock together.”


Question　3



Conversation



W:
 Did you hear the announcement of the library expansion?


M:
 What's going on?


W:
 The school wants to turn the Student Center into a library.


M:
 What?! Why? The center is one of the most useful buildings on campus!


W:
 The school authority says that it will make for a bigger library a lot more cheaper than a new building. And the new library will have more space and more rooms.


M:
 Who needs shelf space when you've got computers! The school can use technology, not physical space to store all their information. You know, I could put the whole library on my iPad with no problem. All the University needs to do is to go online and create electronic copies or digital books and thus save an entire new library digitally. People can go to the website and download whatever they need to study.


W:
 Of course, the school can scan everything to PDF and create a digital library. Why didn't I think of that?


M:
 Besides, everybody loves the Student Center. It's a cozy and comfortable building. If they turn it into another library, there'll be nowhere on campus for the students to study or just relax in comfort.


W:
 That's right.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

uni → stu ⊙换 lib

Listening

m ×

(1) schl → e-lib~ / scan~ & save~ e copy → on line

× ↑ space / shel~ / area → bk

(2)× 消 stu ⊙

∵舒→ relax or study

if消, ×舒 pl → study or relax




Response （参考答案）




The university plans to
 turn the present student center into a new library building. The male student doesn't like this idea.



First, he says that
 the school should create
 a digital library by scanning all books to PDF and saving all electronic copies on line instead of simply expanding the physical space with more shelves
 and areas for book storage.


Also, he says that
 the student center should not be eliminated
 as it is one of the few comfortable places for students to relax or study on campus. Once the school occupies this place for the new library, students will have few
 places they feel comfortable to study or just relax.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) create—set up, establish

(b) shelf—stack

(c) eliminate—phase out

(d) few—a lack of


Paraphrases
 　Once the school library expands, it will cause an acute shortage of study space.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 OK, yesterday we closed with a few remarks about how alarm signals vary depending on the nature of the threat perceived, especially on the type of predator. Consider the meerkat that lives in Africa's Kalahari Desert. That's mostly in Botswana and South Africa, if you cut geography class.

Meerkats live in groups called mobs. Typically, while other meerkats are outside their burrows foraging or playing, there is one meerkat that stands guard. Researchers have observed how this sentinel's alarms vary depending on the type of predator. For instance, when large birds like hawks, eagles, owlssoar overhead, the guard gives a loud whistling cry that brings his mob mates scampering back to their burrows.Butif a snake is spotted, the guard makes more of a barking sound, which has the other animals mustering together, shaking their bodies and scaring off the snake. The show of aggression hereis easily accounted for.After all, meerkats are a type of mongoose and at least partially immune to most snake venom…but not to being eaten! No sensible cobra or mamba attacks a meerkat mob.


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

animal communication: warn~ signal → others / 敌

together → scare off pred~

Listening

e.g. prf meerkat / desert

organized / comm~ ani ~

stand~ 卫, others → food

卫 → dif~ alarm / dif~ pred~

e.g. loud whistl~ : → 穴

bark~ : together → scare off snake




Response （参考答案）




The lecture is about
 animal communication which serves many purposes such as delivering warning signals to other species member about approaching
 enemies or making group members get together and scare off the predators.


The professor explains this concept by giving an example of
 meerkats living in desert areas.


Meerkats are very organized and communal animals. They usually have a standing guard
 while other members are outside foraging for food. They give different alarms depending on the type of predator.
 For example, if a hawk threatens, the guard gives a loud whistling cry to make its mates run back to their burrows
 , and it also makes a barking sound that makes meerkats get together in order to scare off
 the predators like snakes.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) approaching—lurking

(b) desert area—arid area

(c) standing guard— sentinel

(d) burrow—den

(e) scare off—frighten off


Paraphrases
 　1. While the mob forages for food, a member usually mounts guard.

2. Alarm calls given depend on predator type.


Question　5



Conversation



M:
 Someone looks unhappy!


W:
 You know that business course I was talking about?


M:
 The one offered in summer school? Sure. What about it?


W:
 Well, I've been looking and figuring and I just can't afford it. There's no way.


M:
 Do what I do. There are plenty of part-time jobs over at the university library. I'm sure I could help you get hired.


W:
 I would but…


M:
 But what?


W:
 I have to do everything slowly. A job like working in the library would probably take up too much of my study time.


M:
 Then why not stop eating here at the student cafeteria? Everyone knows it's cheaper to cook for oneself. You could use the money you saved to take that class, don't you think so?


W:
 Well yeah. But I don't know anything about cooking! I'll waste even more time cooking than working.


M:
 Come on! Anyone can learn to make sandwiches to eat!


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

w: biz cla~ /sum~ but ×afford

2 Solutions

Frd help → part-time job / lib

↓$ ←cook~ home, × eat cafe~

Best choice

2nd
 √

cook~ →↓ tm > part-time

w × cook, but learn

food e.g. sandwich / noodle easy, ↓ tm

∴↓$→biz cla~




Response （参考答案）



The woman wants to take a business course during summer school but cannot afford it. There are two solutions to the problem.



Her friend can
 help her get a part-time job
 in the library. Likewise, he thinks she can save money by cooking at home rather than eating at
 the student cafeteria.



I would choose the second solution if I were the woman.
 Pretty obviously, cooking one's own meals
 takes less time than any part-time job. True, the woman can't cook but she can learn.
 Simple food like sandwiches and noodles can be prepared by anyone with little loss of time. So the money saved can allow her to take the business class.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) get a job—land a job

(b) eat at—dine at

(c) cook one's own meals—prepare one's own meals


Paraphrases
 　1. She can cut expenses by cooking for herself rather than eating cafeteria food.

2. The woman should be able to master cooking.


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 Hello everybody, today let's turn to the two types of advertising strategy for increasing consumers' awareness of a product. The first strategy is a form of branding. The company doesn't necessarily want consumers to buy its product immediately, but just to remember the name of the company. The other strategy targets the purchase of some specific item or product. I was just going to give you examples.

The first strategy aims at heightening consumer awareness of the company or its products through images. For example, a photo of a beautiful living room with furniture is presented to the public. People link the photo and thetype of product in their brain. The next time the consumers think of buying furniture, that picture will swim up in memory.

The other strategy aims to make people know a specific product through slogan. Here you target people who are experiencing—or are likely to experience—a certain problem. You demonstrate to them how your product solves that problem. Let's take a portable printer as an example. An ad campaign built around the slogan, “Printing as you go”, will attract a lot of harassed office workers' attention since the idea of doing two things at once appeals to the man or woman who always need printers as long as they are in a work environment. As the slogan, “Printing as you go”, imprints in people's brains, the printer will experience good sales.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Strategies

2 策：司→吸 cust~ → prd

(1) sell ←photo / prd

∴ 记 & 显 / buy prd

prf → furni~ ad

(2) slogan: 司→cust~ 知 prd

e.g. portable printer / print as…go

∴ white-collar buy

need → print 随时




Response （参考答案）




In the lecture, the professor talks about two strategies
 companies use to attract consumers' attention to their products.


The first strategy shows
 consumers what the company sells through photos of its products. Therefore, the image is imprinted in people's brains
 and will swim up in memory when consumers are considering buying that sort of product. To explain this concept in detail
 , the professor gives an example of a furniture advertisement.



Slogans are another approach
 companies use to make consumers aware of their products. For example, a company producing
 portable printers coins the slogan “Printing as you go.” So white-collar types on the move would like to purchase the printer because they need printers no matter where they are.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) imprinted in people's brain—swim up in people's memory

(b) in detail—in depth

(c) produce—market


Paraphrases
 　1. To expound this concept, the professor presents an instance of a furniture advert.

2. So office workers would like to buy the product because they need printers regardless of where they happen to be.


Tips


〇　Some people prefer________while others are inclined to______. (有些人喜欢……而另一些人则倾向于……)


【例句】Some people prefer to make friends with people who are very much like them while others are inclined to friends who are very different.

【译文】有些人喜欢与和自己非常相像的人交朋友，而另一些人则倾向于和自己不同的人交朋友。

【例句】Some people prefer to eat at home while others are inclined to eat in the restaurants.

【译文】有些人喜欢在家吃饭，而另一些人则倾向于去饭馆吃饭。


〇　It is obvious that______. (显而易见的是……)


【例句】It is obvious that his resignation was put up.

【译文】显而易见的是，他的辞职是有预谋的。

【例句】It is obvious that the goods were damaged before shipment.

【译文】显而易见的是，货物在装运之前就坏了。




【2012年12月8日托福iBT考试口语真题】


Question　1



You will now be asked a question about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




What advice will you give your friend if he wants to study in your country? Please provide specific examples and details in your explanation.



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　2



You will now be asked to give your opinion about a familiar topic. After you hear the question, you will have 15 seconds to prepare your response and 45 seconds to speak.




Do you believe that people in the future will read fewer books? Why or why not?



Preparation Time: 15 Seconds



Response Time: 45 Seconds





Question　3



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


The Construction of a New Art History Building

Whittier College is pleased to announce plans to begin construction of a new Art History Building. The project is due to break ground in May and to be completed by the opening of Fall Semester next year. The building comes in response to growing enrollment at the college, rendering the present facility too small. The larger classrooms are designed to accommodate growth and to allow for a greater variety of classes. The new facility will also be equipped with improved technical apparatus, ranging from pottery kilns to CAD terminals. Art History Department Chairman Trevor Fellache said, “I'm ecstatic, simply ecstatic. If life truly imitates art, as it should, Whittier has a bright future indeed!”



[image: x]
 Now hear a conversation between two students.
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion about the policy of constructing a new art history building. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　4



You will now read a short passage and then listen to a talk on the same academic topic. You will then be asked a question about them. After you hear the question, you will have 30 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.




Reading Time: 45 Seconds


Promotion Risk

In management science, a “promotion risk” is an individual with the following features. First, the individual has been promoted into a high or relatively high position in the company. He has been promoted because of demonstrated superior abilities for some of his position's more important tasks. However, the individual also displays certain weaknesses for performing other of his position's duties. Such a person is a “risk” because his weaknesses may lead to serious errors which damage the company or reduce profits. So the company must consider the risk when making the promotion or hiring decision.



[image: x]
 Now hear a talk on the same subject.
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Question: Using information from the reading and the lecture, explain how the professor's example of promotion risk is related to the reading passage.



Preparation Time: 30 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　5



You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man's problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds





Question　6



You will now listen to part of a lecture. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


[image: x1]




Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two methods animals use to ensure the moisture of their eggs before the hatch.



Preparation Time: 20 Seconds



Response Time: 60 Seconds




Solution


Question　1



What advice will you give your friend if he wants to study in your country? Please provide specific examples and details in your explanation.



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　I would give my friend two suggestions.


Reason 1
 　Firstly, assimilating into
 the culture as much as possible is very important. Almost always, when foreign students come to China, they still speak their mother tongue and stay in the foreigners' dorms. To really understand China, my friend should talk to locals, go to parties, see films in the theater, try
 the food, and maybe even get a part-time job.


Reason 2
 　Secondly, I would suggest that my friend stay safe and cautious
 . I would never want to see my friend get pick-pocketed, robbed
 , or cheated
 . One must be careful around strangers in a new environment.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) assimilate into—immerse oneself in

(b) try—sample

(c) cautious—vigilant

(d) rob—mug

(e) cheat—swindle


Paraphrases
 　In a new setting, being cautious is the price of safety.


Question　2



Do you believe that people in the future will read fewer books? Why or why not?



Response （参考答案）




Topic
 　As time passes, I believe that the popularity of books will decline in the future
 .


Reason 1
 　To begin with, studies have shown that young people's attention for long periods of time reading is decreasing.
 This means that instead of
 reading, many people will prefer to play video games or watch TV or use Facebook, since these activities require less attention than books.


Reason 2
 　Another reason is people's incentive to read will likely fall. Now, instead of reading a quiet book, people can watch TV channels, movies, chat with friends online, look up pictures on the internet, or play video games for hours.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) the future—years to come

(b) instead of—in preference to


Paraphrases
 　Research indicates that young people's attention spans are eroding.


Question　3



Conversation



M:
 Hi Lily. Gosh, you look happy.


W:
 The college is getting a new art history building.


M:
 Is uhhhh…, this supposed to be good?


W:
 It's great! The classrooms in the old one are tiny! I tried to take a class once in Chinese Art, but it was closed. The classroom could only hold fifteen people.


M:
 Fifteen people? That is small.


W:
 The point is the new building's classrooms will be big enough to let people who are interested take the classes they want.


M:
 The university is putting up a new building for just a few of you? That's nice, I guess.


W:
 It's not just space we're talking about either. The new art building has—will have—all this high-tech equipment.


M:
 Like what?


W:
 Like…like electronic imagers, you know image enhancers. Students would be able to see all the amazing details with the high-tech machines' help, and keep in mind of all the excellence of art in detail. That way, you can make old paintings appear with really, really sharp detail. Not faded and blurred.


M:
 Ah…I see. That way, you can make paintings look better than they were!


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

uni~ → ↑ arts build~

Listening

w √

(1) new build~ = large room

b4, w × take cla~ , ∵ limit room

large room solve prb

(2) new build~ high tech →↑image / paint~

→↑ creativity




Response （参考答案）



The college will soon begin

 construction of a new art history building. The woman loves the idea. She has two main reasons for her enthusiasm.



First,
 the new facility will feature larger
 classrooms. In the past, the woman could not take all the classes she wanted because of the limited classroom space. Now larger classes will eliminate
 that problem.



Second, the new building will be equipped with high-tech resources.
 These devices will permit
 students to use image enhancers while viewing art. Hopefully, this will stimulate their creativity.


Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) begin—start

(b) larger—more spacious

(c) eliminate—do away with

(d) permit —allow


Paraphrases
 　1. Larger classrooms will make for larger enrollment.

2. The new building will house an array of high-tech equipment.


Question　4



Lecture



M:
 　I think most of us know, or have heard about, someone who is a promotion risk. Generally speaking, the person has talents which may produce great success for his company; however, his weaknesses may also destroy the effect of those successes by reducing profits or driving away other talented staff. To help you understand the concept, let's look at an example of a real-life promotion risk.

A software designer graduated from MIT. After a software company hired him, he was the most talented designer on any team and made a lot of profit for the company. He was a big reason the company was so successful in those years. Later, he was promoted to division manager at headquarters.

That's when the trouble started. He was a genius as a software designer but not as a key team leader. As a manager, he thought he was always right. He never discussed anything with his team members, but just gave orders. In six months, about a quarter of his highly-talented staff was leaving or threatening to leave.

And that is still the problem. The company can't demote him, because it would undermine staff faith in the company management. So, well, he's just something the company has to put up with. Put up with, and remember the next time they promote a “genius.”


Note–taking （笔记）



Reading

promotion risk : risk face by 司→ promote sb (ability → profit, but weak~ →损)

Listening

e.g. prf → software designer

sb / good at soft dsg & → profit

∴ promoted

but lead~ ability < skill / software dsg

×work with others, 损→司

but ×fire

∵ 司infallible




Response （参考答案）




According to the reading passage,
 promotion risk is something companies have to face when promoting
 those whose ability makes profits while their weaknesses
 may also result in damage to companies.


The professor explains this idea by giving an example of
 a software designer in the lecture.


According to the lecture, this designer is very sophisticated
 in software designing and has brought his company a lot of profit, so he gets promoted to a higher position.
 However, his leadership ability is far worse
 than his skills in software design. 
Unable to work with
 his team members, he causes damage to the company.
 However, the company's top management cannot demote him because of its own need to appear infallible.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) promote—advance

(b) weakness—shortcoming

(c) sophisticated—talented

(d) far worse—nil

(e) unable to work with—incapable of working with


Paraphrases
 　1. A talented software designer was promoted on the basis of his profitability to the company.

2. His inability to work as part of a team became a liability to the company.


Question　5



Conversation



W:
 Hey Colin, you look so down. What's up?


M:
 Band problems again. We've got to practice, but it's hard to find a place where you can have three guys playing electric guitars.


W:
 The Music Department has a great studio that'd be ideal. Why not rent that?


M:
 You just said why: rent. Sure the studio's great. But we need to practice every day, maybe two hours. There's no way we can afford the rent.


W:
 Why not talk to Professor Garcia? You know, the department chairman. He's a rock lover. I bet he'd let you use the music building for free.


M:
 We've been looking into that. It is free, which is great. But we can't use the building during the day. We can only use it in the evening before 10:00 p.m. That's not a lot of time.


W:
 But it is free, and it's a lot better than nothing. Besides, they say you artists ought to suffer for your art, don't they?


M:
 Courtney, you're really not helping.


Note–taking （笔记）



Problem

m: band × place 练 music

2 Solutions

(1) rent studio

(2) use music dept

Best choice

2nd
 √

(1) rent~ studio ↑$, ×afford

(2) music dept free

hr →练 limit b4 10 p.m., but place →练→ hr / d

good enough

better> nothing




Response （参考答案）




The young man's problem is that
 his band is having a hard time finding a place to practice their music.


First, his friend suggests
 that they rent a studio to play in. His friend next suggests that
 the university's Music Department building might be available
 .


I think the second solution is better, because
 renting a studio costs money. The man and his band cannot afford it.


By contrast ,
 playing in the Music Department is free. True, the hours of use are limited to before ten o'clock in the evening, but they have a place to practice at least for a few hours a day, which is good enough. It's far better than nothing anyway.




Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) available—open

(b) by contrast—conversely


Question　6



Lecture



W:
 　Today, I'd like to touch on some species of egg-laying animals. Remember now, all egg-laying animals must ensure that their eggs have sufficient moisture to survive. At this point, dry out means death to the unborn young. There are two main ways animals keep the egg moist.

The simplest way, of course, is to lay the eggs directly in water. Frogs, for example, adopt this method. The eggs can absorb water directly from the environment, and the frog parents need not trouble themselves further.

More interesting, another method to ensure the humidity of eggs is used by snakes. Most snakes, after all, live on dry land and can't rely on water for moisture. Such snakes simply encase the needed moisture inside of a bag. Then the eggs are laid in the bag. The young grows inside the moist bag and hatches from the egg just like a bird. This is most common among snakes living far away from wet environments. In this way, you see, the snake avoids the danger of the too-dry environment.


Note–taking （笔记）



2 Methods

2 法： ani~ → egg 湿 inside

(1) lay egg → water

e.g. frog → egg → water →吸water → 湿

parents × trouble, once safe →depart

(2) ani~ ×egg → water, another way →湿

e.g. snake →egg → bag / moisture inside

∴ lay egg / dry area




Response （参考答案）




The professor talks about two ways
 animals ensure
 humidity inside the eggs they lay.


The first way is to lay

 eggs directly in water. For example, frogs lay their eggs in the water in order for the eggs to absorb enough moisture.
 This saves the parents a lot of trouble, and once the eggs are safely laid, they depart.


However,
 some animals cannot lay eggs in water, and they need to find another way out to ensure the humidity of their eggs. For example, snakes usually lay eggs in a small bag with enough
 moisture inside. So the snakes can lay eggs even in dry
 areas.





Alternative Wording （替换表达）



Synonyms
 　(a) ensure—guarantee

(b) lay—deposit

(c) enough—sufficient

(d) dry—parched


Paraphrases
 　1. Frogs ensure the moisture supply to their eggs by depositing them directly in the water.

2. This permits the snake to lay eggs even in parched areas.


Tips


〇　In the case of______, we must______. (在……的情况下/就……来说，我们必须……)


【例句】In the case of learning English, we must practice a lot.

【译文】就学习英语来说，我们必须大量练习。

【例句】In the case of emergency, we must make a careful plan about it.

【译文】在紧急情况下，我们必须制订一个详细的计划。





附录

CD链接网址：http://pan.baidu.com/s/1i3iQCrr


密码：5a4g
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The speaking discusses two possible solutions to the man’s
problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then
state which of the two solutions you prefer and explain why.

Preparation Time: 20 Seconds

Response Time: 60 Seconds
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Explain how the two purposes of alarm calls mentioned in the
lecture demonstrate the reading passage.

Preparation Time: 30 Seconds

Response Time: 60 Seconds
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The man expresses his opinion about the proposal given by a
student suggesting that the school establish a study lounge for
students. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for
holding that opinion.

Preparation Time: 30 Seconds

Response Time: 60 Seconds
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VOLUME,

Alarm Signal

Animal alarm calls and cries can, in fact, serve at least two distinct
purposes. The first, obviously, is to warn other members of the group
about the presence of predators or perceived dangers. Among some
animals, these can be quite specialized. The African meerkat, for
example, uses different cries for hawks and for snakes. The other
purpose, a little humorously, is to drive away other group members
so that the alarm—giving animal can enjoy lone access to a food
source. Here the animal relies on its fellows’ instinctual response

to flee at the sound of an alarm without stopping to see if danger is

actually present.
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'VOLUME,

A Letter from a Student

I have noticed at least one serious problem on our campus: there is a
serious lack of study areas. Dorm rooms are too small and too noisy
The library is cold, the sound echoes, and there is too much foot
traffic. Classrooms are usually holding classes. I think the university
should provide students with a study lounge featuring tables, chairs,
and maybe some couches. This way we would have a quiet place
to study. If there were a few private rooms there, students from the

same class could gather together and discuss their study
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Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two

strategies the professor’s friends use to promote their service.

Preparation Time: 20 Seconds

Response Time: 60 Seconds
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Do you think 16 year olds are responsible enough to drive?

Please include specific details in your explanation.

Preparation Time: 15 Seconds

Response Time: 45 Seconds
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Describe a social activity you have participated in. Do you
believe everyone had a good time? Please include specific
details in your explanation.

Preparation Time: 15 Seconds

Response Time: 45 Seconds






