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年表



■1603年，詹姆斯一世即位。

■1608年春天，一些分离派教徒逃往荷兰，因为英国政府不允许他们信仰自己的宗教。

■1609年9月，探险家亨利·哈得孙在寻找西北航道的过程中发现了哈得孙河。1620年秋天，分离派教徒乘坐五月花号离开荷兰前往北美。

■1623年，荷兰殖民者在靠近现在纽约州阿尔巴尼的地方建立了新尼德兰殖民地并建造了奥兰治要塞。

■1625年，查理一世即位。

■1626年，彼得·米纽伊特为荷兰殖民者从美洲原住民那里买下了曼哈顿岛。

■1630年初夏，大约700名清教徒搭乘11艘船组成的温斯洛普船队抵达，建立了马萨诸塞湾殖民地。

■1635年10月，罗杰·威廉姆斯因坚持信仰被逐出马萨诸塞湾殖民地。他来到罗得岛，与家人和几个朋友建立了普罗维登斯市。

■1636年6月，托马斯·胡克带着大约100人离开马萨诸塞湾，建立了康涅狄格殖民地。他们将最早建立的城市命名为“哈特福德”。

■1638年，安妮·哈钦森因为信仰被逐出马萨诸塞湾殖民地，她终生未得返回。

■1638年3月，瑞典人在今天的特拉华州威明顿建立了克里斯蒂娜要塞。

■1638年4月24日，约翰·达文波特在康涅狄格建立了独立于哈特福德的新殖民地，命名为“纽黑文”。

■1639年1月14日，康涅狄格的3座城镇通过《康涅狄格基本法规》，形成了康涅狄格共同体。

■1647年，彼得·史蒂文森成为新尼德兰总督。

■1649年，英国国会逮捕了查理一世并将他送上断头台。接下来的11年里，英国没有国王，是由议会统治。

■1655年夏，在彼得·史蒂文森的带领下，荷兰人占领了新瑞典。

■1660年，查理二世即位，成为英国国王。

■1664年，纽黑文殖民地并入康涅狄格殖民地。

■1664年8月27日，英国约克公爵攻打新阿姆斯特丹并获胜，9月新尼德兰被英国占领。

■1681年，威廉·佩恩购买新泽西部分土地，并从查理二世那里获得了另外一块土地。他依照父亲的名字，将殖民地命名为“宾夕法尼亚”。




第一章





普利茅斯殖民地











五月花号



没有人愿意再航行下去了。自从1620年9月6日启程离开英国，已经过去了漫长的65天。这次航程艰苦无比，天气寒冷，风暴频发。一次剧烈的暴风袭击甚至造成了船舱漏水，伤及了一根主桅杆。102名乘客中的大多数都暗暗担心五月花号能否挺到大洋彼岸，但是船长信心十足。他们还在继续前进，直到抵达美洲的那一刻。






五月花号的乘客中有很多是被称作“分离派”的教徒，他们是清教徒的一部分。1534年，英国国教（圣公会）与罗马教廷决裂。清教徒们认为脱离教廷是件好事，但是他们同样认为圣公会改革力度不够。很多清教徒仍然选择留在圣公会内，希望从内部推动改革。但分离派教徒则相反，他们决定离开圣公会，举行自己的集会，而这触犯了法律。

分离派希望按照自己的方式礼拜。数年之前，他们曾经尝试迁居到荷兰，但在荷兰的生活并不愉快。他们此前并不了解荷兰人，在荷兰也不能自己种植庄稼。

同时，英国国王已经让弗吉尼亚公司在新大陆
 

【1】




 建立了一个叫“弗吉尼亚”的殖民地
 

【2】




 。分离派从弗吉尼亚公司得到许可，可以定居美洲。这看上去为分离派的苦恼提供了一个理想的解决方案。

尽管一波三折，分离派最终还是踏上了前往美洲的旅途，同行的还有很多寻求冒险和新生活的人。这些旅客后来被统称为“朝圣者”。

当陆地出现在视野里时，所有的人都欣喜若狂。但是船长知道，他们所在的地点还太靠北。

“这是鳕鱼角，”他说，“这里甚至都不在弗吉尼亚公司控制之下。”

但天气太坏，乘客们不愿意继续前进，船只好下了锚。停泊的港口后来被称作“普罗温斯顿”。所有的乘客都上了岸，大家都觉得，还是这个地方更适合建立殖民地。在这里，至少不用担心弗吉尼亚公司对他们指手画脚。

朝圣者花了一个半月来寻找适合建立殖民地的地方。终于，他们选定了海湾对面的一个地点，靠近一座空无一人的原住民
 

【3】




 村落。他们将这里命名为“普利茅斯”，也就是他们在英国起航时那座港口的名字。





朝圣者离开英国


就这样到了12月下旬，天气愈发寒冷多雪。大家达成一致，先建设一座可以容纳所有人的大屋，然后大家再建造自己的房子。在此之前，大家暂居五月花号。

当大屋建设好后，很多朝圣者搬了进去——尽管对100多人来说，大屋的空间并不宽裕。它是正方形的，每边长20英尺
 

【4】




 。

抵达新大陆没多久，就开始有人病倒了。天气非常寒冷，而人们又非常劳累，食物也不好。有些人死于坏血病，病因是摄入的维生素C
 

【5】




 不足。还有其他疾病，导致越来越多的人死亡。第一个冬天结束的时候，大约半数朝圣者死去了。五月花号也损失了差不多一半的船员。只有7个人在整个冬天一直健康如初。

春天来了，健康状况有了改善，人们可以到户外去，而不像冬天那样要和病人一起挤在屋里。他们开始建造自己的房屋，种植花草，探索殖民地附近的环境。

到了3月中旬，一位原住民突然造访了小村，村民们都惊呆了。那并不是他们第一次和原住民面对面。他们在鳕鱼角登陆之后没多久，就有一队瑙赛特印第安人将箭射进了他们的帐篷。朝圣者用携带的步枪进行了还击，还好没有人受伤。

不过，这次造访的原住民看上去十分友善。他会讲一点点英语，还说自己的名字叫“萨默塞特”。萨默塞特是沿着海岸从北方（现在的缅因州）走来的。他跟村民交谈了一阵就离开了，一周之后又回来了。这一次，他还带来了其他人。





司光恩图到来


同行的人里有位叫司光恩图的，他和萨默塞特一起帮助朝圣者与居住在普利茅斯殖民地附近的原住民部落
 

【6】




 万帕诺亚格的酋长马萨苏埃特签订了和平条约
 

【7】




 。





马萨苏埃特与朝圣者签订和平条约


如果没有司光恩图的帮助，朝圣者最开始的几年肯定会无比艰难。司光恩图帮助他们适应了新家园的生活。他和“朝圣者”一起狩猎，教会他们如何识别可以食用的浆果和块根，告诉他们怎样把鱼当作肥料
 

【8】




 种植玉米，因为鱼可以让玉米植株长得又高又壮。

秋天的时候，朝圣者邀请万帕诺亚格人参加一场宴会，以庆祝第一次丰收。餐桌上堆满了食物，朝圣者和万帕诺亚格人一起赛跑、游戏。这就是史上第一次感恩节。





朝圣者的第一个感恩节


对普利茅斯殖民地来说，迈尔斯·斯坦迪什和司光恩图一样举足轻重。斯坦迪什不是分离派教徒，他来到新大陆并不是为了寻求宗教自由。他是一名士兵，分离派教徒们雇用他作为保镖部队的军事领袖
 

【9】




 。

斯坦迪什负责的不仅仅是军事和保卫工作。他是第一个冬天里完全没有生病的7个人之一， 因此他一直在帮忙照料病人。之后，他和一位万帕诺亚格印第安人成了亲密的朋友。斯坦迪什还协助了殖民地的领导工作。

年复一年，越来越多的人从英国抵达，普利茅斯逐渐发展壮大，新的居住地也如雨后春笋般越来越多。

普利茅斯已经慢慢成长为重要的英国殖民地。


注释：




【1】
 欧洲殖民者将南北美洲称为“新大陆”，因为那里对于他们来说是全新发现的土地，但对于原住民来说，美洲可是“旧大陆”。




【2】
 殖民地指的是一些人在自己祖国之外的地方开辟的居住地，但殖民地仍然要听从母国的命令。我国《辞海》（第六版）解释，“殖民地”指一国在国外所侵占并大批移民的地区。








【3】
 原住民是一生都在某个地方居住的人，这里指的是美洲原住民。




【4】
 1英尺约合0.3米。




【5】
 维生素C是一种可以帮助身体抵抗疾病的维生素。




【6】
 部落是指居住在一起、有着相同生活方式的一群人。




【7】
 条约是指两个或两个以上的人或组织之间正式定下的协议。




【8】
 肥料是能让庄稼生长得更快或更好的东西。




【9】
 军事领袖是指通过武器和战斗来保护他人的人。




《五月花号公约》







签订《五月花号公约》


在登岸之前，朝圣者还有一些必须商量的事情。如果他们在规定的地点登陆，他们就得按照弗吉尼亚公司的法律行事。但在他们实际登陆的地方，没有法律。

朝圣者中的男人们赞同自治，共同决定新殖民地的大小事宜。他们制定了《五月花号公约》，并签上了自己的名字。（妇女们没有被允许参加这一过程。）

《五月花号公约》是美国人探索政府组织形式的开端。人民自治的理念在历史之初就成了美国的一部分。




第二章





马萨诸塞湾殖民地











1630年的整个夏天，船只不停地驶入马萨诸塞湾。船上载着大量的清教徒殖民者，但他们的目的地并不是普利茅斯，而是向北大约40
 
英里
 


【1】






 的地方——新殖民地波士顿和萨利姆。










几年前，英国国王查理一世同意让一些清教徒商人到新大陆定居。他们组建了马萨诸塞湾公司，将自己所赚的一部分钱贡献给国王，其他的事情则自己做主。

殖民者们开始纷纷前往新殖民地安家，但是早期生活艰难，去的人并不多。

在英国，众多清教徒对委身圣公会并不高兴，他们还没有放弃改革教会的想法。但是自从1625年查理一世即位以来，清教徒面临的压力很大。查理一世的王后是法国天主教徒，清教徒们担心这会导致英国的天主教化更加严重。前一位天主教徒王后在位的时候，杀死了大量的清教徒。如果英国重蹈覆辙，又该如何是好？

清教徒只能通过国会
 

【2】




 向国王施加压力，国会本就是限制王权的机构。但在1629年，查理一世因为厌烦了国会试图控制他的做法，直接解散了国会。于是，大批清教徒纷纷准备弃国出走。

1630年，17艘搭乘着清教徒家庭的船抵达了马萨诸塞湾，其中11艘属于温斯洛普船队。





马萨诸塞湾（1630—1642）


约翰·温斯洛普是马萨诸塞湾殖民地的新总督
 

【3】




 ，他对新殖民地的生活充满激情和期待。他坚信英国和欧洲其他国家已经变得邪恶不堪，善良的人们必须背井离乡。上帝会很快惩罚欧洲，而他不想坐等天罚降临。

温斯洛普对马萨诸塞湾殖民地该如何建设早有设想。在从英国启程之前，他就在一次布道中讲述了自己的想法。这个殖民地应当成为满载爱和仁慈之地，为世界其他地方树立榜样。他说，那里应当成为一座“山巅之城”
 

【4】




 ，在举世瞩目之下，言为人师，行为世范。





约翰·温斯洛普


温斯洛普治理殖民地的时间很长。他殚精竭虑，要让自己的理想成为现实。今天看来，他未免苛刻，但以清教徒的标准来看，他并不过分。通情达理是他一直的追求，他总是尝试做出能帮助整个社会的决定。

清教徒与早先到达普利茅斯的朝圣者并不一样。朝圣者并不富有，都是寻常人家出身，诸如农人、工匠之类。他们来到新大陆，只是因为想要寻求宗教自由，并不是真的想要建立一个全新的国家。

相比朝圣者，清教徒却要富足得多，他们中的很多人在英国是律师或生意人。他们的信条是勤奋，并且认为勤劳致富是美德。

清教徒想要建立自己的国家，制定自己认为十分重要的法律。他们同意温斯洛普在“山巅之城”布道中宣扬的理念。他们已经不再想要改变英国那些错误的陈规，而是要彻底地从头开始，一步到位地建立正确的制度。

于是，每个成员对这个新政府所秉持的信条就变得非常重要。比如，政府成员必须首先是教会的成员，甚至只有这样才能拥有投票权。但是，宗教领袖却不能担任政府首脑。清教徒们已经目睹了在英国由于宗教领袖攫取了过多权力而导致的严重问题。

但是清教徒的理念并不能赢得所有人的认同。那么如果有人不认同领导者的理念，又该怎么办呢？

马萨诸塞湾殖民地采取的是严刑峻法。如果一个人的观点和教会或政府不同，那么他会被剥夺所有财产，直接驱逐出城，甚至被判死刑。





安妮·哈钦森在新英格兰清教徒的历史上非常重要。她直接指出了教会领袖的错误，她相信人不需要通过勤奋的工作来获得上帝的认可。她说，上帝爱人，不问原因。马萨诸塞湾殖民地政府最后将她驱逐出境。她和她的领导者们前往现在的罗得岛，建设了全新的殖民地。


清教徒们相信必须保持他们信仰的“纯净”。如果有人在讨论教会不喜欢的观点，那么他就得离开。

当然，总有人不完全同意教会的想法。这些人会选择搬走去建立新殖民地，远离马萨诸塞湾。就这样，美国的殖民地一直在扩张、成长。


注释：




【1】
  1英里约合1.6千米。








【2】
  国会由英国的政治领袖们组成，是政府的一部分。 




【3】
  总督是某一个州或某一片土地的领导者。




【4】 
 山巅之城”之说出自《马太福音》，原文是：“你们是世上的光。城造在山上，是不能隐藏的。”








美国确实更好吗？



“美国和其他国家都大相径庭，而且比其他国家都要好”的观点源自清教徒。随着国家的扩张，这种想法也越发时兴起来。有的时候这种想法对美国的发展有益，有的时候却会给这个国家带来伤害。那么你对这个观点有什么看法呢？美国真的比其他国家都要好吗？这种观点正确的地方和错误的地方都有哪些？为什么这种观点会对国家的发展有利有弊？




第三章





罗得岛和康涅狄格















罗杰·威廉姆斯抵达罗得岛



罗杰·威廉姆斯，一位年轻的牧师，胸怀大志，于1631年抵达罗得岛。










威廉姆斯带着年轻的妻子抵达了波士顿，大家对他们十分欢迎。他和蔼可亲，也广受爱戴。

当时，当地教会的牧师正要返回英国，想要威廉姆斯接班，威廉姆斯拒绝了他。在威廉姆斯看来，马萨诸塞湾殖民地应该从来没有承诺过向英国国王效忠
 

【1】




 ，而且他对加入在他看来已经走上了歧路的教会毫无兴趣。

波士顿的居民深感受到冒犯，但还是有不少人颇为喜欢威廉姆斯。没过多久，萨利姆的殖民者就聘请威廉姆斯去担任他们的牧师。这一次，他欣然接受。在他看来，萨利姆的教会要比波士顿的更好，而且他觉得，自己在萨利姆能够成就一番事业。

然而麻烦总是接连不断。威廉姆斯的话并不中听，他总说这些土地是原住民的，还说人们不应该给教会上税，法律也不能强制人们去教堂礼拜。清教徒之所以来到美洲，就是为了不让教会对他们的言行指手画脚。在威廉姆斯看来，现在这些清教徒的做派，和圣公会没有什么两样。





罗杰·威廉姆斯和美洲原住民


马萨诸塞湾殖民地的领导人并不喜欢威廉姆斯的看法，尤其是那些针对他们的尖刻批评，还有那些带来麻烦的说法，但是他们也不知道怎样才能赶走他。

终于，他们得到了一个机会。萨利姆和马萨诸塞湾都在争夺同一块土地，而归属权将由法庭裁决。他们要利用这个契机把威廉姆斯赶走。

“土地归你们，”法庭向萨利姆人宣布，“只要你们不再让威廉姆斯担任你们的牧师。”

萨利姆的居民抵抗了一阵子，但法庭不停地施压。到最后，他们还是同意赶走威廉姆斯。他们本打算把他送回英国，但威廉姆斯听到了风声，自己离镇出走，整个冬天都和原住民部落待在一起。

1636年春天，威廉姆斯带着亲友离开萨利姆，向马萨诸塞湾的南面进发。他们新建了一个殖民地——今天的罗得岛。威廉姆斯从原住民手里买下了一块土地，一行人在那里建立了普罗维登斯市。





罗得岛的普罗维登斯市


自建立
 

【2】




 之初，罗得岛就与众不同。人们可以因为宗教信仰不同而彼此争辩，但是又可以一起劳动。最早的朝圣者来到美国，就是为了按照自己的方式自由信仰上帝。罗杰·威廉姆斯要让这种自由泽被每一个人，而不只是清教徒。

大约在罗得岛殖民地成立的同时，托马斯·胡克建立了康涅狄格殖民地。和威廉姆斯一样，他也因政治理念不同，跟马萨诸塞湾殖民地政府起了龃龉。胡克并不操心宗教自由，但他很在意只有拥有土地且是教会成员的男性才可以投票这件事。他认为，所有的男性都有权利投票，这和他们是否拥有土地无关。（这会儿，压根还没有人考虑过妇女选举权呢。）





托马斯·胡克雕像


所以，胡克离开马萨诸塞湾建立了康涅狄格，他马上开始尝试让社区里所有的男性都参与到政府治理中来。他相信，这是上帝赐予人的权利和自由。

1638年4月，另外一批人在约翰·达文波特牧师的带领下来到了康涅狄格。在这之前，他们先去了马萨诸塞湾，但是觉得那边并不如意，他们认为马萨诸塞湾人信教不够虔诚。 达文波特牧师带着这500人抵达康涅狄格之后，他们建立了纽黑文。对于纽黑文的未来，这群人可是有着远大的设想：他们要让这里成为尽善尽美的基督教之城，法律和政府都必须遵循清教信仰。还有，这里还得成为一个贸易中心，他们要通过交易毛皮和渔获来赚钱。





约翰·达文波特牧师


纽黑文并没有像他们预想的那样财源广进。他们凑齐了一船货物，打算运回英国，货船却在海上失事了。

虽然纽黑文位于康涅狄格，但那时它是一个独立
 

【3】




 社区，充分自治。直到1664年，纽黑文才加入康涅狄格，因为独立自主并没能让它发家致富，所以人们还是放弃了。





纽黑文地图



注释：




【1】
 当某些人对另一些人效忠时，他们就会服务并服从于那些人。




【2】
 建立某地指的是在一个新的地方建设一个城镇，让殖民者定居下来。




【3】
 独立社区不依赖其他地方的扶持，也不听从外部的指挥。




宗教和政府



威廉姆斯认为，教会应该专注于帮助别人更好地信仰上帝，立法和管理殖民地与教会无关。几百年后，美国人仍然在为教会的权限争论不休。例如，在公共场所引用《圣经》中的词句是否合适，至今仍未有定论。你认为学校应该庆祝宗教节日吗？说说你的看法。




第四章





新尼德兰和新瑞典











荷兰人为了寻找西北航道，建立了新尼德兰殖民地。










那个时候，有种想法认为，可能有一条快速、便捷的航道连通大西洋和太平洋，即所谓的“西北航道”。当时，欧洲人想去亚洲，要么走陆路——艰难、费时、旅费高昂，要么坐船绕过非洲或者南美洲的最南端。乘船往南的旅途异常漫长，整个航程也充满危险。许多船只失事，导致大量货物沉入海底，贸易公司也因此损失惨重。

1608年，一家荷兰贸易公司雇用英国探险家亨利·哈得孙出发探索西北航道。他们让哈得孙一路向北，穿越北冰洋。但哈得孙执意向西，因为他之前曾经去过北方，知道那里因为冰封无法航行，所以北冰洋不大可能是大家梦寐以求的西北航道。





亨利·哈得孙和他的船——“半月号”


沿着新大陆的海岸，通过今天的纽约港，哈得孙发现了一条宽阔的河流（后来，依照他的名字，这条河被命名为“哈得孙河”）。他逆流而上，希望这样可以一直穿过北美洲，来到太平洋。然而事与愿违，航行了大约150英里，因河水太浅，船搁浅了。哈得孙无法继续航行，所以他掉转船头，向着欧洲返航。

雇用他的荷兰人对此非常不满，因为他并未按照要求向北航行。他们怀疑哈得孙是否真的想让他们找到西北航道，他们甚至觉得，哈得孙也许是英国的奸细。

不过，哈得孙还是多少发现了一些有意思的东西。荷兰人增派了船队去探索，结论是那片区域非常适合获取毛皮、开展贸易，他们决定把那里开辟为新的殖民地。

于是，荷兰人占领了哈得孙河口和周边的土地，将新殖民地命名为“新尼德兰”，并在哈得孙的船搁浅的地方建立了一个名叫“奥兰治要塞”的贸易点（今纽约州的阿尔巴尼市）。

荷兰人想让新尼德兰成为他们的摇钱树，但是经营殖民地本身就需要很高的成本：需要修建要塞，支付士兵、医生还有工人的薪水。因此，他们还是出让了新尼德兰的部分土地。得到土地的人同意出钱，以便让一定数量的人在土地上安家。作为回报，这些土地出产的毛皮的交易权仍然归荷兰人所有。

这种做法在一段时间内起了作用，有人赚了大钱，在自己的土地上建立了城镇。然后，1647年，彼得·史蒂文森被指派为荷兰西印度公司的总裁。

史蒂文森刚刚抵达新阿姆斯特丹
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 （这里20年后改名为“纽约市”），就开始发起变革。他增加了税金，制定了让很多人颇为不悦的新法律。土地所有者们对史蒂文森试图剥夺他们权力的做法非常不满。

史蒂文森和土地所有者之间的矛盾持续了很久。土地所有者向公司进行了正式的抗议，公司打算将史蒂文森召回荷兰，却被他拒绝了。

1664年，英国人攻打了新阿姆斯特丹。当时他们几乎占领了除新阿姆斯特丹外的整条北美东海岸，现在他们来夺取新尼德兰了。

起初，史蒂文森试图抵抗，新阿姆斯特丹人却想投降。他们不想打仗，不想有人因此死去。最终，史蒂文森也同意投降。

荷兰政府可不想就这么丢掉北美殖民地，于是同英国在欧洲进行了两年的战争。1667年，两国签订条约，战争结束。新尼德兰归英国，英国人称之为“纽约”，荷兰则保留在南美的另一个殖民地。





新阿姆斯特丹（曼哈顿）地图，1664年


回到1626年，当荷兰人刚建立新阿姆斯特丹的时候，第一任总督彼得·米纽伊特因为和土地所有者之间的矛盾而被罢免。听说瑞典考虑建立自己的殖民地，他主动申请了这份工作。

17世纪，瑞典还是个强大的国家——远比今天强大，幅员也更辽阔。当时，虽然瑞典在欧洲领土广阔，但在北美连一块殖民地都没有。

1638年，米纽伊特带领两船殖民者抵达了新大陆。他们在今天称作特拉华州威明顿的地方建立了要塞，并以当时12岁的瑞典女王的名字，将其命名为“克里斯蒂娜要塞”。

新瑞典在招募本国居民前来殖民地方面遇到了困难。瑞典人不像清教徒那样有宗教问题，一块小小的殖民地看起来也没法让他们发家致富。因此，新瑞典招募了一些已婚并触犯了法律的士兵。这些人只有两个选择，一是留在瑞典进监狱，二是带着家人在新大陆开始新生活。

尽管就这么建立了新瑞典，新瑞典贸易公司却没有仔细琢磨要怎样管好殖民地。殖民地总督约翰·普林兹也不热衷于自己的工作，贸易公司请他留任，只是因为他们没有合适的继任者。

1651年，彼得·史蒂文森带领荷兰人进攻并占领了新瑞典。约翰·普林兹向新瑞典公司求援，可是公司置若罔闻。新瑞典殖民地的北部被荷兰人占据，只剩下了克里斯蒂娜要塞及其周边的领土。





彼得·史蒂文森


1653年，瑞典殖民者的生活相当悲惨。天气糟糕，庄稼收成不好，食物供应不足，他们还得提防着荷兰人。总督普林兹生了病，他也做不了什么。

失意之下，普林兹返回瑞典和公司领导面谈，新瑞典公司派遣约翰·莱辛替代了他。

莱辛竭尽全力，试图将荷兰人驱逐出新瑞典，不过这可激怒了荷兰人。莱辛攻占了一座荷兰要塞，结果荷兰人又派来了史蒂文森，并一口气占领了整个新瑞典。

荷兰人允许瑞典殖民者留在新瑞典，成立自己的政府。后来，英国人在攻占新尼德兰的同时，也拿下了新瑞典。





新瑞典地图



注释：




【1】
  位于新尼德兰殖民地的曼哈顿岛上，是纽约市的前身
 。




第五章





宾夕法尼亚和新泽西











虽然开始殖民还不到50年，但在17世纪70年代，新泽西已经被分成了好几部分，属于不同的人群。南部是新瑞典殖民地，荷兰人则占领了大部分海岸线。后来英国人来了，占领了新尼德兰和新瑞典，将整个区域重新命名为“新泽西”。






1673年，威廉·佩恩与另外11名贵格会信徒
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 一起，共同买下了新泽西西部的土地。佩恩又说服查理二世将新泽西以西更远处的一大片土地赐给了他。查理二世欠了佩恩父亲的债务，就用这片土地抵偿。佩恩将这块土地命名为“宾夕法尼亚”，意思是“佩恩家的森林”。他对这片土地的未来有着宏伟的计划。

佩恩是在英国的圣公会长大的。他从少年时代起，就因为自己的宗教观惹了不少麻烦。他对贵格会的教义颇感兴趣，但是圣公会对此不以为然。





年轻时的威廉·佩恩


贵格会认为，人人生而皆善，哪怕未曾读过《圣经》的人，上帝也能与他沟通。他们不相信要求人去教堂礼拜的行为，也不相信教堂和牧师的作用。在他们看来，任何建筑都可以是教堂，任何人也都可以是牧师，上帝更看重人的态度和言行，而不是繁文缛节的礼拜。

佩恩23岁的时候，决定加入贵格会。这违反了英国法律，但他毫不在乎。在他看来，加入贵格会的决定是正确的，因此他没有丝毫犹豫。

在他的帮助下，新泽西的西部成立了第一个贵格会殖民地。在此之前，佩恩曾因自己的信仰而身陷囹圄，所以他下定决心，新的殖民地绝不会让居民因为信仰不同而遭受惩罚。他希望在宾夕法尼亚进行“神圣的实验”：殖民地不会制定任何有关宗教的法律，居民们可以享有信仰自由。

宾夕法尼亚的法律并不严苛。在贵格会看来，人总体是好的，不需要太多法律管束，而且人们大多数时候都会做正确的事。

佩恩撰写了一本宣传宾夕法尼亚的小册子，吸引人们来此居住。这本小册子提到所有的孩子都能接受教育，还描述了宗教自由和当地宽松的法律。当然，也介绍了在宾夕法尼亚购地的成本——佩恩的开价非常低。





佩恩的《宾夕法尼亚治理框架》第1页


很快，成千上万的人忙着搬到宾夕法尼亚。第一年来了3000人，到了第七年，人口增加到了12000人。

佩恩花了很多时间来治理殖民地。他得确保殖民地向英国国王纳税但同时没有严刑峻法，这点很难实现。佩恩频繁往来于美洲和英国，想要保证人人乐得所居。

佩恩并不擅长管理琐碎之事，他只会把事情往好的一面想。如果事情变糟，他不一定总能做出合 适的决定。那些本应助他一臂之力、帮他管理钱财的人，最终欺骗了他，还偷走了他的钱。只要有人借钱，佩恩总是慷慨解囊，但若他们赖账不还，他也毫无办法。佩恩的儿子欠下了巨额的债务，而最终，他自己也山穷水尽了。

佩恩的宾夕法尼亚之梦并没有按照他希望的那样实现。人们也没有如他所想，总是做正确的事。

1718年佩恩去世之后，宾夕法尼亚不再那么关注宗教自由的问题了，尽管他的思想在很大程度上得以保留。





威廉·佩恩


50多年后，新生的美利坚合众国将在费城诞生。佩恩关于“人人权利平等”以及“不同种族和平共处”的想法对新的国家来说非常重要。

这个新的国家将成为全世界人民的移民目的地，不论他们的宗教，不论他们的信仰，不论他们过去的生活方式，美国都会接纳他们。

尽管事情并不总是尽如人意，但不论是在佩恩的时代，还是在我们生活的时代，佩恩的观点一直是美国的立国之本。


注释：




【1】
  贵格会信徒属于诞生于17世纪的一个基督教分支，他们认为生活应当简朴，并致力于和平。




你怎么看？



威廉·佩恩会喜欢今天美国的哪些地方？不喜欢哪些呢？




Time Line



■1603—JamesⅠ becomes king.

■Spring 1608—A group of Separatists flees to the Netherlands, because they aren’t allowed to practice their religion in England.

■September 1609—Henry Hudson finds the Hudson River while looking for the Northwest Passage.

■Autumn 1620—The Separatists leave the Netherlands and travel to North America on the Mayflower.

■1623—The Dutch create New Netherland and build Fort Orange near what is Albany, New York, today.

■1625—CharlesⅠ becomes king.

■1626—Peter Minuit buys the island of Manhattan from the Native Americans for the Dutch.

■Early Summer 1630—The Winthrop Fleet, a group of seven hundred Puritans on eleven ships, starts the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

■October 1635—Roger Williams is sent away from the Massachusetts Bay Colony because of his strong beliefs. He travels to Rhode Island and starts the city of Providence with a few friends and family members.

■June 1636—Thomas Hooker and a group of one hundred people leave Massachusetts Bay and start the colony of Connecticut. The first city they build is called Hartford.

■1638—Anne Hutchinson is sent away from Massachusetts Bay for her beliefs. She is never allowed to return.





■March 1638—The Swedish build Fort Christina in what is today Wilmington, Delaware.





■April 24, 1638—John Davenport creates New Haven, Connecticut, a separate colony from Hartford.

■1647—Peter Stuyvesant becomes governor of New Netherland.

■1649—In England, Parliament arrests King CharlesⅠand has him beheaded. Instead of a king, Parliament rules England for the next eleven years.

■Summer 1655—Led by Peter Stuyvesant, the Dutch capture New Sweden.

■1660—CharlesⅡbecomes king of England.

■1664—The New Haven colony joins the rest of the Connecticut colony.





■August 27, 1664—The English Duke of York attacks New Amsterdam. He wins, and in September gives control of New Netherland to the English.

■1681—William Penn purchases part of New Jersey and gets another piece of land from King CharlesⅡ. He names the colony Pennsylvania after his father.

















The Mayflower



Everyone was sick of sailing. Sixty-five long days had gone by since they had set out from England on September 6, 1620. The trip had been awful—cold and stormy. One storm had been so bad that water had leaked down through the deck. One of the ship’s main beams had cracked. Many of the 102 passengers wondered if the Mayflower could really make it all the way across the ocean. But the ship’s captain was sure the Mayflower could handle the journey. So on they went, sailing across the ocean to America.


Many of the passengers on the Mayflower were people called Separatists. They were part of a religious group known as the Puritans. The Church of England (the Anglican Church) had broken away from the Roman Catholic Church back in 1534. The Puritans thought leaving the Roman Catholic Church had been a good thing, but they thought the Anglicans hadn’t made enough changes. Many Puritans thought they should stay a part of the Anglican Church. They wanted to help change the church while still being part of it. The Separatists, on the other hand, left the Anglican Church and started meeting on their own. This was against the law.

The Separatists wanted to worship God the way they wanted. They had tried moving to the Netherlands a few years earlier, but they had been unhappy there. They didn’t know Dutch very well. They weren’t able to grow food for themselves.

Meanwhile, the King of England had told the Virginia Company to build a colony
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  called Virginia in the New World
 

[2]




  . The Separatists got permission from the Virginia Company to settle in America. This seemed like a pretty good answer to the Separatists’ problems.

So now, after many setbacks, the Separatists were finally on their way to America. With them went a number of people who were just looking for adventure and a new life. Together, they became known as the Pilgrims.

Everyone was happy when they finally spotted land, but the ship’s captain knew they were too far north.

“This is Cape Cod,” he told them. “It’s not even under the control of the Virginia Company.”

But the weather was bad. The passengers really didn’t want to go on. So the ship dropped anchor in what was later called Provincetown Harbor. Everyone went ashore. This was a better place for a colony anyway, people said to each other. Here, they wouldn’t even have to worry about the Virginia Company telling them what to do.

For the next month and a half, the Pilgrims looked around for a good place to build their colony. Finally, they decided on a spot across the bay, near an empty Native
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  village. They called the new colony Plymouth, after the town they had sailed from in England.





The Pilgrims depart from England.


By now it was late in December. The weather was freezing and snowy. Everyone agreed to first build one big building they could share. Then each man would work on his own house. Until then, everyone stayed on the Mayflower.

When the big building was finished, many of the Pilgrims moved into it. The building wasn’t very big for over one hundred people, though. It was square, and each side was twenty feet long.

People had started getting sick not long after the Pilgrims arrived in the New World. They were cold and tired. The food wasn’t very good. Some people died of a sickness called scurvy, caused by not having enough vitamin C
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  . Others got sick with other diseases. More and more people died. By the time that first winter was over, half the Pilgrims had died. Half of the ship’s crew had also died. Only seven people managed to stay healthy all winter.

In the spring, people started to feel better. They could spend time outside now, instead of being packed inside with other sick people. They worked on their houses. They planted gardens and explored the land around their new colony.

Then, in the middle of March, a Native man suddenly walked into the little village. The Pilgrims were surprised and nervous. This wasn’t the first Native person they had met. Not long after they had landed at the tip of Cape Cod, a group of Nauset Indians had shot arrows into the Pilgrims’ camp. The Pilgrims had fired back at them with their rifles. Luckily, no one had been hurt.

This man seemed friendly, though. He knew a little English, and he told them his name was Samoset. He had come from further north along the coast (from what is now Maine). He left after talking with the men for a while. Then a week later he came back. This time, he brought several other men with him.





Squanto’s arrival


One of the new men was called Squanto. Together, Samoset and Squanto helped the Pilgrims make a peace treaty
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 with Massasoit, the leader of the Wampanoags. The Wampanoags were the Native tribe
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  that lived nearest to the Plymouth colony.





Massasoit’s treaty with the Pilgrims


Without the help of Squanto, the Pilgrims would have had a tough time surviving the next few years. Squanto showed them how to live in their new home. He hunted with them. He told them which roots and berries were good to eat. He taught them to use fish as fertilizer
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  when they planted corn. The fish made the new crop grow tall and healthy.

In the fall, the Pilgrims invited the Wampanoag to a feast to celebrate their first harvest. The tables were filled with food. The Pilgrims and the Wampanoag ran races and played games together. This was the first Thanksgiving celebration.





The Pilgrims’ first Thanksgiving


Myles Standish was almost as important as Squanto to the new colony. Standish was not one of the Separatists who had come to the New World looking for the religious freedom. Instead, he was a soldier. The Separatists had hired him to be their military
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  captain.

Standish did a lot more than take care of military things, though. He had been one of the seven people who hadn’t gotten sick during the first winter, so he had helped look after the others. Later, he became close friends with one of the Wampanoag Indians. Standish helped lead the Pilgrims’ colony.

As the years went by, more people started to arrive from England. Plymouth grew, and new settlements sprang up.

Plymouth had become an important English colony.


Note:




[1]
  A colony is a group of people living in a land outside of their original country. They still have to take orders from the government of their homeland.




[2]
  European settlers called North and South America the New World. It was a new place for them, but a very old place for the people who had always lived there.




[3]
  A Native is someone who has lived in a place his whole life. It can also mean Native American.




[4]
  Vitamin C is a vitamin that helps your body fight diseases.




[5]
  A treaty is an agreement between two people or groups.




[6]
  A tribe is a group of people that live together and share the same way of life.




[7]
  Fertilizers can make crops grow faster, stronger, or both.




[8]
  A military leader is someone who protects people using weapons and battle..




The Mayflower Compact







The signing of the Mayflower Compact


Before the Pilgrims went ashore for the first time, they had some things to talk about. If they had landed where they were supposed to, they would have had to follow the laws of the Virginia Company. But here, there were no laws.

The Pilgrim men agreed they should govern themselves. All of them together would help to make the decisions about their new colony. They wrote up the Mayflower Compact and signed it. (The women were not allowed to take part in this.)

The Mayflower Compact was the beginning of the way Americans think about government. The idea that the people should rule themselves was part of America from the very beginning.













All through the summer of 1630, ships sailed into Massachusetts Bay. The ships were filled with Puritan colonists, but they weren’t headed for Plymouth. Instead, they were going forty miles north of Plymouth. They were going to the new colonies of Boston and Salem.


A few years before, King Charles I had agreed to let a group of Puritan businessmen settle in the New World. They formed the Massachusetts Bay Company. They would pay the king part of any money they made. Other than that, they could do what they wanted.

Settlers started arriving at the new colonies. Life was hard for people there, so at first, new settlers were slow to come.

But in England, a lot of Puritans were still unhappy in the Anglican Church. They hadn’t given up on changing things, but when Charles I had become king in 1625, he made the Puritans nervous. His queen was a French Roman Catholic. The Puritans worried that England would become more Catholic again. When a Catholic queen had been in power last time, a lot of Puritans had been killed. What if that happened again?

The only control the Puritans had over the king was through Parliament
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  . Parliament kept the king from having too much power. But then, in 1629, King Charles closed down Parliament. He was tired of Parliament trying to control him. Suddenly, lots of Puritans wanted to leave England.

In 1630, seventeen ships filled with Puritan families arrived in Massachusetts Bay. Eleven of them arrived together in a group called the Winthrop Fleet.




John Winthrop, the new governor
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  of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, was excited about the new colony. He believed England and the rest of Europe had become completely evil. All good people should leave, he thought. God would punish Europe soon, and he didn’t want to be there for that!

Winthrop had an idea about what the Massachusetts Bay Colony should be. Before he left England, he preached a sermon about his idea. The colony should be built on love and kindness. They would be an example to the rest of the world. They would be like a “City on a Hill,” he said, with everyone watching what they did.





John Winthrop


Winthrop governed the colony for a long time. He did his best to make his ideas really happen. Today, he would seem very strict. For a Puritan, though, he was actually not very harsh. He tried to be reasonable. He tried to make good decisions that would help the whole community.

The Puritans were different from the Pilgrims who had settled in Plymouth. The Pilgrims hadn’t had a lot of money. They were ordinary people, farmers and workmen. They went to the New World because they were looking for a place they could worship as they wanted. They weren’t really trying to start a new country.

The Puritans, though, were richer than the Pilgrims. A lot of them had been lawyers or businessmen in England. They believed in hard work. They also thought getting rich was a good thing.

The Puritans wanted their own country. They wanted a chance to make the laws they thought were important. They liked the ideas in John Winthrop’s “City on a Hill” sermon. They had given up on fixing the things they thought were wrong with England. They were starting over. And this time they wanted to do things right.

What a person believed was very important in their new government. A person had to be a church member to serve as a government leader, for example—or even to vote. Religious leaders couldn’t be government leaders, though. The Puritans had seen bad things happen back in England when religious leaders had too much power.

The problem with the Puritans’ ideas was that not everyone agreed with them. So what happened when somebody didn’t go along with the leaders?

Punishments in the Massachusetts Bay Colony could be harsh. Somebody who didn’t agree with the church or the government leaders could lose all his belongings, be kicked out of town—or even be killed.





Anne Hutchison was an important woman in Puritan New England. She stood up to the religious leaders and told them they were wrong. She believed that God’s approval couldn’t be earned by working hard. She said that God loved people no matter what. The Massachusetts Bay Colony’s leader threw her out. She and her leaders went to what would become Rhode Island and started a new colony there.


The Puritans believed in keeping their religion “pure.” If someone started talking about ideas the leaders didn’t like, that person had to leave.

Of course, some people did not agree with everything the church leaders taught. These people sometimes moved away and started new colonies, away from Massachusetts Bay. So the American colonies kept spreading and growing.


Note:




[1]
  Parliament is a group of British leaders who make up one part of the government.




[2]
  A governor is a leader of a state or territory.




Is America Better?



The idea that America was different—and better—than other countries started with the Puritans. That idea would continue to grow as the country grew. Sometimes the idea would help America—and sometimes it would hurt it. What do you think about this idea? Is America really better than other countries? In what ways might it be true? Are there any ways it isn’t true? Why might it be good for a country to think it’s better than other countries? Why might it be bad for a country to believe that?

















Roger Williams’ arrival in Rhode Island



Roger Williams arrived in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1631. He was a young pastor with strong ideas.


When Williams and his young wife first arrived in Boston, everyone was happy to see them. Williams was likable and popular.

But then the pastor of the church went back to England and asked Williams to fill in for him. Williams said no. He thought the Massachusetts Bay Colony should never have promised allegiance
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  to the king of England. He wasn’t interested in being part of a church he thought was on the wrong track.

The people were offended, but a lot of people still liked Williams. Soon, the settlers in Salem invited him to be their pastor. This time, he said yes. He thought the church in Salem was better than the one in Boston. Here, he thought, he could make a difference.

But problems came up again. Williams made people uncomfortable. He told them the land really belonged to the Native people. He also didn’t think people should have to pay taxes to the church. He didn’t think laws should tell people they had to go to church, either. The Puritans had come to the New World to get away from the church trying to tell them what to do. Now, Williams believed, the Puritans were acting in exactly the same way.





Roger Williams and Native Americans


The leaders of the Massachusetts Bay Colony didn’t like Roger Williams’ ideas. They didn’t like how he criticized them and stirred up trouble. But they didn’t know how to get rid of him.

Finally, the colony leaders had their chance. Salem and Massachusetts Bay both wanted the same piece of land. The court had to decide who would get the land. They saw how they could get rid of Roger Williams.

“You can have the land,” the court told the people of Salem, “but only if you fire Williams as your pastor.”

Salem tried to argue at first, but the court kept pushing. Finally, they agreed to get rid of Williams. They were going to send him back to England. When Williams heard what had happened, though, he left town. He went to live with a Native tribe for the winter.

In the spring of 1636, Williams’ family and his friends from Salem traveled south from Massachusetts Bay. There they began a new colony—Rhode Island. Williams bought a piece of land from the Native people there, and the group built the city of Providence.





Providence, Rhode Island


From the start, Rhode Island was different. People could disagree with each other about their religion and still work together. The first Pilgrims had come to the New World looking for freedom to worship God as they believed. Roger Williams wanted this freedom to be for everybody, not just for Puritans.

Around the same time that Roger Williams was founding
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  Rhode Island, Thomas Hooker was fou- nding the colony of Connecticut. Like Williams, Hooker had problems with the way the Massachusetts Bay Colony governed. Hooker was not really upset about wanting more religious freedom, though. He was bothered that only men who owned land and were church members could vote. He thought all men should be able to vote, whether or not they owned land. (Nobody even thought about women voting at this time.)





Statue of Thomas Hooker


When Thomas Hooker moved away from Massachusetts Bay and built Connecticut, he was trying to make a community that would let all men take part in government. He believed this was a right and freedom that God meant for people to have.

In April 1638, another group arrived in Connecticut. This group was led by Reverend John Davenport. They had gone first to Massachusetts Bay, but they hadn’t liked it there. They thought the people of Massachusetts Bay weren’t as strict in their religion as they should be.

When Reverend Davenport and the five hundred people with him got to Connecticut, they started building the town of New Haven. They had big plans for New Haven. It was going to be the perfect Christian town. The laws and government would be based on Puritan beliefs. Also, they wanted New Haven to be a trading center. They wanted to make money by selling and trading furs and fish.





Reverend John Davenport


New Haven wasn’t able to make lots of money by the way they had hoped, though. They filled up a ship with their goods, to take back to England. But the ship was lost at sea.

Although New Haven was in Connecticut, it was an independent
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  community that governed itself. Eventually, in 1664, New Haven joined the rest of the towns in Connecticut. Getting rich on its own hadn’t worked out for the colony. So now it gave up its independence.





Map of New Haven



Note:




[1]
  When someone gives their allegiance to someone, it means he will serve and obey that person.




[2]
  Founding a new place means starting it or setting it up for settlers.




[3]
  An independent community doesn’t need anyone else for support or to tell it how to behave.




Religion and the Government



Williams thought the church should focus on helping people follow God. Making laws and running the colony shouldn’t be the church’s job. Hundreds of years later, people in the United States would still be arguing about how much control churches should have. For instance, today people wonder if the Bible should be allowed to be quoted in public places. Should religious holidays be celebrated in school? What do you think?













The colony of New Netherland was formed because the Dutch were looking for the Northwest Passage.


The Northwest Passage was an idea—the idea that maybe, just maybe there was a quick and easy route from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific. At the time, people who wanted to travel to Asia either had to travel by land—a long, hard, and expensive trip—or else they had to sail around the bottom of Africa or South America. Sailing so far south took a long time. The voyages were dangerous, too. Lots of ships sank. Trading companies lost lots of money when so much of their goods were destroyed.

In 1608, a Dutch trading company hired the English explorer Henry Hudson to find the Northwest Passage. They told Hudson to sail north, through the Arctic Ocean. Instead, he sailed west. Hudson knew what he was doing. He had sailed north before. He knew the way was blocked by ice. He was pretty sure the Arctic Ocean wasn’t the Northwest Passage everyone was looking for.





Henry Hudson and The Half Moon, Henry Hudson’s ship


Along the coast of the New World, through what is now New York Harbor, Hudson discovered a wide river. (Later, the river would be named after him—the Hudson River.) He sailed upriver. He hoped it would take him all the way through North America to the Pacific Ocean. Instead, 150 miles on his way, his ship ran aground. The river was too shallow for him to go any further. So he turned around and went back to Europe.

The Dutch who had hired Hudson were upset with him. He hadn’t gone north like they’d told him to. They wondered if he really wanted them to find the Northwest Passage at all. Maybe, they thought, he was secretly working for the English.

Still, Hudson had found some interesting things. The Dutch sent more ships back to look around some more. The area looked good for furs and trade. They decided to start a new colony there.

The Dutch claimed the Hudson River and the land around it. They called the colony New Netherland. Then they built Fort Orange, a trading post, at the point in the river where Hudson had run aground. (The modern city of Albany, New York, is in the same place where Fort Orange once was.)

The Dutch wanted New Netherland to make lots of money for them. But running a colony cost too much. They had to build forts. They had to pay soldiers and doctors and other people to work at the forts. So the Dutch gave away pieces of land in New Netherland. The new landowners agreed to pay for a certain number of people to settle on their land. In return, the Dutch kept all the fur trading rights for the colony.

This system worked for a while. Some men made a lot of money and built towns on their land. Then, in 1647, Peter Stuyvesant became the new director of the Dutch West India Company.

Stuyvesant moved to New Amsterdam (which would be renamed New York City twenty years later). Right away, he started making changes. He raised taxes and made new laws that upset a lot of people. The landowners didn’t like Stuyvesant trying to take away their power.

The trouble between Stuyvesant and the landowners went on for a long time. When the landowners complained, the trading company tried to get Stuyvesant to go back to the Netherlands. He refused to go.

Then, in 1664, the English attacked New Amsterdam. The English owned almost all the rest of the East Coast of North America. Now they thought they should own New Netherland, too.

At first, Stuyvesant tried to fight the English. The people of New Amsterdam wanted to surrender. They didn’t want to fight. They didn’t want people to get killed. Finally, Stuyvesant agreed to give up.

The Dutch government didn’t want to lose its North American colony, though. For two years, the Dutch fought against the English in Europe. In 1667, the Netherlands signed a treaty with England, ending the war. England got to keep New Netherland, which they called New York. The Netherlands got to keep another colony that was in South America.





Map of New Amsterdam (Manhattan), 1664


Back in 1626, when the Dutch had first built New Amsterdam, the first governor had been Peter Minuit. Minuit had lost his job after trouble with the landowners. When Minuit heard that Sweden was thinking about starting its own colony, he asked for the job.

 In the 1600s, Sweden was a large and powerful country—much larger and more powerful than it is today. Sweden owned a lot of land in Europe, but it didn’t have a colony in North America.

 In 1638, Peter Minuit arrived in the New World with two ships of settlers. They built a fort at what is today Wilmington, Delaware. They named it Fort Christina, after Sweden’s twelve-year-old queen.  New Sweden had trouble finding people who wanted to move to their colony, though. People in Sweden weren’t having religious problems, like the Puritans had. They didn’t seem likely to get rich in the little colony, either. So New Sweden found married soldiers who had gotten into trouble with the law. They offered the soldiers a choice. They could either go to prison for their crimes in Sweden or they could move to New Sweden. In New Sweden, they would be able to make a new life for themselves and their families.

Once they had built New Sweden, though, the New Sweden trading company didn’t spend a lot of time thinking about its colony. The governor of the colony, Johan Printz, didn’t like his job, either. The company told him to keep doing his job, because they didn’t have anyone to replace him.

In 1651, the Dutch, led by Peter Stuyvesant, attacked New Sweden and claimed it. The New Sweden Company didn’t answer when Printz asked for help. New Sweden left the northern part of their colony to the Dutch and stayed mostly around Fort Christina.





Peter Stuyvesant


By 1653, the Swedish colonists were miserable. The weather had been terrible, which meant their crops hadn’t grown well. They didn’t have a lot of food. They were worried about the Dutch. Printz had gotten sick and wasn’t much help either.   

Frustrated, Printz went back to Sweden to talk to the company’s leaders face-to-face. The New Sweden Company sent Johan Rising to replace him.

Rising did what he could. He tried to drive the Dutch out of New Sweden. Instead, he just made them mad. After Rising had captured one of the Dutch forts, Stuyvesant came back and took over all of New Sweden.

The Dutch let the Swedish people stay in the area and set up their own government. Then, when the English took over New Netherland, they gained control over New Sweden as well.





Map of New Sweden














Even though it had been settled for less than fifty years, by the 1670s, New Jersey had already belonged to several different groups. The southern part had been first settled by New Sweden. The Dutch had claimed most of the coastline. Then, when the English took over New Netherland and New Sweden, the area was renamed New Jersey.


In 1673, William Penn and eleven other Quakers
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  were able to buy the western part of New Jersey. Then Penn convinced King Charles II to give him a large piece of land further west from New Jersey. King Charles had owed Penn’s father money, and the land paid the debt. Penn named the area Pennsylvania—which meant Penn’s Woods. He had big plans for the new colony.

William Penn had been raised in the Anglican Church in England. Ever since he was a teenager, though, he’d been getting into trouble because of his religious ideas. He was very interested in the things the Quakers taught, and the Anglican Church didn’t approve of the Quakers.





William Penn as a young man.


The Quakers believed that people were naturally good. They thought that God could talk to people who had never even read the Bible. They didn’t believe in making people go to church. They also didn’t believe in church buildings or ministers. They believed that any building could be a church and any person could be a minister. They thought God cared more about your attitudes and how you acted than about how you worshipped Him.

When Penn was twenty-three years old, he decided to become a Quaker. Being a Quaker was against the law in England, but Penn didn’t care. He thought being a Quaker was the right thing to do. So that’s what he did.

By the time he helped start the first Quaker colony in the western part of New Jersey, Penn had already spent time in jail for his beliefs. He was determined that the new colony would be a place where people wouldn’t be punished for the things they believed. He wanted Pennsylvania to be a “holy experiment.” The colony wouldn’t make any laws about religion. People could worship as they wanted.

The laws in Pennsylvania were not strict. Because Quakers thought people were basically good, they didn’t believe people needed a lot of laws. They thought people would usually do the right thing.

Penn wrote a booklet about his new colony to make people want to come live there. The booklet told about how all children could get an education. It described the religious freedoms and easy laws. Also, the booklet told how much it cost to buy land in Pennsylvania. Penn was selling land very cheaply.





First page of Penn’s “Frame of Government”


Soon, thousands of people were hurrying to move to Pennsylvania. Three thousand came the first year. By the seventh year, the population had grown to twelve thousand.

William Penn spent a lot of his time taking care of his colony. He also needed to make sure the colony paid taxes to the king in England. That was hard to do without strict laws. Penn went back and forth between America and England, trying to make sure everyone stayed happy.

Penn wasn’t very good at details, though. He liked thinking about the best way things could be—but he didn’t always make good decisions when things went wrong. The person who was supposed to help him take care of his money ended up cheating him and stealing from him. Penn loaned people money but didn’t do anything when they didn’t pay him back. His son ran up big debts. Eventually, Penn ran out of money.

The dream Penn had for Pennsylvania didn’t work out exactly as he had hoped. People didn’t do the right thing as much as Penn thought they would.

After he died, in 1718, the colony stopped focusing on religious freedom quite as much. Pennsylvania kept a lot of William Penn’s ideas, though.





William Penn


More than fifty years later, the new country of the United States would be born in the city of Philadelphia. Penn’s ideas about people having equal rights would be very important to that new country. His ideas about different kinds of people living together would be important as well.

The new country would become known as a place where people from all over the world could come and live. No matter what a person’s religion was, or what a person’s beliefs were, or how a person lived, everyone would be accepted.

Even though things didn’t always work out that way—either in William Penn’s time or in our own—that is still the idea on which the United States is built.


Note:




[1]
  Quakers belong to a Christian group that began in the 1600s. They believe in living simply and working for peace.




What Do You Think?



What things would William Penn like about the United States today? What things wouldn’t he like?
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