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卷前语

《易经》在西周时期成书，已有3,000多年历史，在先秦时期被称为《周易》，从汉代开始得此名。全书由64种卦象、64条卦辞和386条爻辞组成。书中的卦辞和爻辞是上古人断卦的经验，作为后人判断吉凶的依据。正如宋代易学专家朱熹所言，“易本卜筮之书。”

《易经》虽然是一部卜筮的典籍，但是其中包含着逻辑思维、推理思维和理性思维的因素，也体现了如何逢凶化吉的生活智慧，是一种原始文明的创造，是中国哲学和中华民族思维方式的先声。后来形成的内容丰富的易学，一直到当代仍然广为流传，成为中华文化的瑰宝之一。至于解释《易经》的“易传”则是由孔子及其弟子撰写的，把《易经》引向了哲理化的道路，本书未收录这一部分内容。

数千年来，出版有关诠释《易经》方面的书籍达6,000多种，研究《易经》的人更是不计其数。特别是17世纪以来，《易经》被翻译成多国文字而走向世界，对世界科学和文化史产生了重要影响。目前可见的英译本就有十余种之多，其中比较有影响的译者在国外有理雅各（James Legge）、亚瑟·韦利（Arthur Waley）、韦理贤（Richard Wilhelm）、林理彰（Richard John Lynn）等，在国内有汪榕培、罗志野等。这些译本各有特色，本书则是根据汪榕培1993年的译本修改润色而成，希望能够得到读者的喜爱。

汪榕培

2006年11月1日于苏州幽兰斋
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上经
The First Book


乾卦第一
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乾，元，亨，利，贞。

初九，潜龙勿用。

九二，见龙在田，利见大人。

九三，君子终日乾乾，夕惕若，厉，无咎。

九四，或跃在渊，无咎。

九五，飞龙在天，利见大人。

上九，亢龙有悔。

用九，见群龙无首，吉。


The Qian Hexagram 1

The qian hexagram (the symbol of heaven) predicates supremacy, success, potentiality and perseverance.

—— 1. The dragon is lying in wait.

The time for action is not ripe.

—— 2. The dragon appears in the fields.

It is time for the great man to emerge from obscurity.

—— 3. The gentleman strives hard all day long.

He is vigilant even at nighttime.

By so doing, he will be safe in times of danger.

—— 4. The dragon will either soar to the sky

Or remain in the deep.

There is nothing to blame in either case.

—— 5. The dragon is flying in the sky.

It is time for the great man to come to the fore.

—— 6. The dragon has soared to the zenith.

It will regret sooner or later.

—— 　None of the dragons claims to be the chief;

This is a sign of good omen.


坤卦第二
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坤，元，亨，利牝马之贞。君子有攸往，先迷后得主，利西南得朋，东北丧朋，安贞吉。

初六，履霜坚冰至。

六二，直方大，不习无不利。

六三，含章可贞，或从王事，无成有终。

六四，括囊，无咎无誉。

六五，黄裳，元吉。

上六，龙战于野，其血玄黄。

用六，利永贞。


The Kun Hexagram 2

The kun hexagram (the symbol of earth) predicates supremacy and success. There is potentiality in perseverance with the submissiveness of a mare. When a gentleman goes anywhere, he will go astray if he takes the lead and he will have guidance if he follows behind. The potentiality lies in finding friends in the southwest and losing friends in the northeast. Peaceful perseverance is a sign of good omen.

－－ 1. When you tread on hoarfrost,

Solid ice will appear soon.

－－ 2. If you are fair and square,

You will reap benefits without exertion.

－－ 3. Keep your brilliance concealed;

You'd better persevere in doing this.

If you have the chance to serve the king,

You should claim no credit but do good service.

－－ 4. If you are reticent like a tied-up sack,

You will receive neither blame nor praise.

－－ 5. You are dressed in yellow like an official;

This is a sign of supreme omen.

－－ 6. When the dragon comes to fight in the wilderness,

Blood runs black and yellow.

－－ 　Potentiality lies in eternal perseverance.


屯卦第三
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屯，元亨，利贞，勿用有攸往，利建侯。初九，磐桓，利居贞，利建侯。

六二，屯如邅如，乘马班如，匪寇婚媾，女子贞不字，十年乃字。

六三，即鹿无虞，惟入于林中，君子几，不如舍，往吝。

六四，乘马班如，求婚媾，往吉，无不利。

九五，屯其膏，小贞吉，大贞凶。

上六，乘马班如，泣血涟如。


The Zhun Hexagram 3

The zhun hexagram (the symbol of new birth) predicates supreme success and potentiality in perseverance. It is not the time to take action, but the time to appoint assistants.

—— 1. As it is time of difficulty and hindrance,

You'd better maintain your perseverance

And appoint your assistants.

－－ 2. It is time for hesitation.

Men come on horseback,

Not as robbers, but as wooers.

The chaste maiden refuses the offer ―

She will not marry for ten years.

－－ 3. Hunting deer without the guidance of a forester,

The hunter will get lost in the woods.

The wise man will give up the chase

Because further pursuit will bring grief.

－－ 4. Men come on horseback

To sue for the hand of a lady.

They will have good fortune;

Nothing stands in the way.

—— 5. Your virtue has not come into full play.

You will have good fortune for minor actions,

But will have misfortune for major actions.

－－ 6. Men come on horseback to woo,

Weeping heartily but in vain.


蒙卦第四
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蒙，亨。匪我求童蒙，童蒙求我。初筮告，再三渎，渎则不告，利贞。

初六，发蒙，利用刑人，用说桎梏，以往，吝。

九二，包蒙吉，纳妇吉，子克家。

六三，勿用取女，见金夫，不有躬，无攸利。

六四，困蒙，吝。

六五，童蒙，吉。

上九，击蒙，不利为寇，利御寇。


The Meng Hexagram 4

The meng hexagram (the symbol of ignorance) predicates success. It is not I who seek help from the pupil, but the pupil who seeks help from me. I answer his question the first time he asks; I do not answer him if he asks repeatedly because that shows his impertinence. There is potentiality in perseverance.

－－ 1. Enlightenment requires discipline;

To leave unrestrained will bring grief.

—— 2. To forbear the ignorant is a sign of good omen,

Just like marrying a good woman,

Or having a faithful and capable son.

－－ 3. This is not the right girl to marry.

Keeping her eyes on a wealthy man,

She has lost her virtue.

Nothing good will come out of the marriage.

－－ 4. Engrossed in ignorance,

He is liable to come to grief.

－－ 5. Enlightenment on the ignorant child

Is a sign of good omen.

—— 6. In dealing with the ignorant,

Violent measures will only do harm

While proper measures will prevail.


需卦第五
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需，有孚，光亨，贞吉，利涉大川。

初九，需于郊，利用恒，无咎。

九二，需于沙，小有言，终吉。

九三，需于泥，致寇至。

六四，需于血，出自穴。

九五，需于酒食，贞吉。

上六，入于穴，有不速之客三人来，敬之终吉。


The Xu Hexagram 5

The xu hexagram (the symbol of waiting) predicates sincerity, a bright prospect and success. Perseverance will bring good fortune. It is time to cross a great river.

—— 1. Waiting in the suburbs,

You should exercise your patience.

You will not receive any blame.

—— 2. Waiting on the beach,

You may face some gossip,

But will have good fortune in the end.

—— 3. Waiting in the mire,

You are threatened by imminent danger.

－－ 4. Waiting in jeopardy,

You will get out of the trap.

—— 5. Waiting in leisure,

You will have good fortune.

－－ 6. You have fallen into the trap.

When three unexpected guests arrive,

You will have good fortune in the end

If you show respect to them.


讼卦第六
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讼，有孚窒惕中吉，终凶。利见大人，不利涉大川。

初六，不永所事，小有言，终吉。

九二，不克讼，归而逋，其邑人三百户，无眚。

六三，食旧德，贞厉，终吉，或从王事无成。

九四，不克讼，复即命，渝安贞，吉。

九五，讼元吉。

上九，或锡之鞶带，终朝三褫之。


The Song Hexagram 6

The song hexagram (the symbol of litigation) predicates good fortune if you are sincere, prudent and peaceful. You will have misfortune if you carry a lawsuit to the end. It is the right time to call on a great man, but not the right time to cross a great river.

－－ 1. Never get entangled in a lawsuit.

Even if you face some gossip,

Good fortune will come in the end.

—— 2. When you have lost the lawsuit,

You'd better retire to your home.

In a small town of three hundred households,

You will be free from disaster.

－－ 3. Dwell on your heritage.

Even if there is temporary danger.

Good fortune will come in the end.

If you are in the service of the king,

Do not indulge in self-glorification.

—— 4. When you have given up a lawsuit,

You are in conformity with fate.

A change of mind brings good fortune;

This is a sign of good omen.

—— 5. If you sue in the court,

You will have supreme fortune.

—— 6. Even if a belt of honour is bestowed,

It will be deprived of within the day.


师卦第七
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师，贞，丈人，吉无咎。

初六，师出以律，否臧凶。

九二，在师中，吉无咎，王三锡命。

六三，师或舆尸，凶。

六四，师左次，无咎。

六五，田有禽，利执言，无咎。长子帅师，弟子舆尸，贞凶。

上六，大君有命，开国承家，小人勿用。


The Shi Hexagram 7

The shi hexagram (the symbol of army) predicates perseverance. A respectable old general will bring good fortune. There is nothing to blame.

－－ 1. An army must be highly disciplined;

Otherwise it will meet misfortune.

—— 2. Proper discipline in the army

Brings good fortune.

There is nothing to blame.

The king will bestow high rewards.

－－ 3. The army does not have a centralized power;

This is the worst situation in the war.

－－ 4. If the army retreats in time,

It will not receive any blame.

－－ 5. When there is an intruder in the field,

It is time to cry for war.

There is nothing to blame.

When the superior general takes command

And his inferiors make interference,

Misfortune will fall on the army.

－－ 6. The king issues the decree

To appoint lords and ministers.

Inferior people are not to be entrusted.


比卦第八
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比，吉。原筮元永贞，无咎。不宁方来，后夫凶。

初六，有孚，比之，无咎。有孚，盈缶，终来有它吉。

六二，比之自内，贞吉。

六三，比之匪人。

六四，外比之，贞吉。

九五，显比，王用三驱失前禽，邑人不诫，吉。

上六，比之无首，凶。


The Bi Hexagram 8

The bi hexagram (the symbol of fellowship) predicates good fortune. Prudence will bring about virtue, constancy and integrity. Even when the rebellious princes come to be presented at court, misfortune will fall on those who come late.

－－ 1. Establishing fellowship with sincere people

Will not evoke blame.

Sincerity is like a full jug,

Which will bring unexpected blessing.

－－ 2. Sincerity from the bottom of your heart

Will bring about good fortune

If you persevere.

－－ 3. You are establishing fellowship

With ignoble people.

－－ 4. Following the wise superior

Will bring about good fortune

If you persevere.

—— 5. Be open and aboveboard toward others,

Like the king hunting from three sides

And leaving one side for the game to escape.

Thus, the citizens are all at ease;

This is a sign of good omen.

－－ 6. You are not capable enough to be a superior;

You will have misfortune.


小畜卦第九
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小畜，亨。密云不雨，自我西邻。

初九，复其道，何其咎，吉。

九二，牵复，吉。

九三，舆说辐，夫妻反目。

六四，有孚，血去惕出，无咎。

九五，有孚挛如，富以其邻。

上九，既雨既处，尚德载，妇贞厉，月几望，君子征凶。


The Xiaochu Hexagram 9

The xiaochu hexagram (the symbol of small accumulation) predicates success. Thick clouds bring no rain from the west suburbs.

—— 1. You have returned to your proper way.

Who can blame you for this?

This is a sign of good omen.

—— 2. You have been led back to your proper way;

This is a sign of good omen.

－－ 3. As the spokes fall off the wheel of a cart;

So man and wife have fallen into discord.

－－ 4. Sincerity repels worry and fear;

You will not receive any blame.

—— 5. Sincerity and cooperation

Are beneficial to your neighbour.

—— 6. Since the clouds have gathered into rain,

The supreme virtue has reached its peak.

There is danger for the woman,

Who is like the moon waxing to the full.

The gentleman will have misfortune

If he takes action.


履卦第十
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履虎尾，不咥人，亨。

初九，素履往，无咎。

九二，履道坦坦，幽人贞吉。

六三，眇能视，跛能履，履虎尾，咥人，凶，武人为于大君。

九四，履虎尾，愬愬终吉。

九五，夬履，贞厉。

上九，视履考祥，其旋元吉。


The Lü Hexagram 10

The lü hexagram (the symbol of prudence) predicates success. Even if you follow at the tail of a tiger, it will not bite at you.

—— 1. If you follow your nature in your conduct,

You will not receive any blame.

—— 2. Walking along a smooth way,

The reticent man will have good fortune.

－－ 3. The one-eyed man may see;

The lame man may walk.

If such a man follows at the tail of a tiger,

The tiger will bite at him;

This is a sign of ill omen.

The audacious man needs to be

Under the service of a wise king.

—— 4. When you follow at the tail of a tiger,

There will be good fortune in the end

If you are cautious enough.

—— 5. If you are always pertinacious,

There will be potential danger.

—— 6. When you reexamine all your conducts

And evaluate the gains and losses,

You are in supreme fortune

If everything is satisfactory.


泰卦第十一
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泰，小往大来，吉亨。

初九，拔茅茹，以其汇征，吉。

九二，包荒，用冯河，不遐遗，朋亡。得尚于中行。

九三，无平不陂，无往不复，艰贞无咎，勿恤其孚，于食有福。

六四，翩翩不富以其邻，不戒以孚。

六五，帝乙归妹，以祉，元吉。

上六，城复于隍，勿用师，自邑告命，贞吝。


The Tai Hexagram 11

The tai hexagram (the symbol of prosperity) predicates good fortune and success. Out goes the small and in comes the great － everything is going to its proper place.

—— 1. When you pull up the reeds,

Their roots are entangled.

Things of a kind cling together.

You will have good fortune

If you take action.

—— 2. Be magnanimous toward everything;

Be resolute when you wade across a stream;

Never forget your far-away friends;

Never form a clique.

This is the way to serve a wise king.

—— 3. There is no plain without bumps;

There is no going without return.

Perseverance in adverse times

Will not invite blame.

If you do not worry about your sincerity,

You will have blessing in your life.

－－ 4. Condescend to your neighbour

With a sincerity from the bottom of your heart.

－－ 5. When the king offers his sister for marriage,

She will enjoy happiness and supreme fortune.

－－ 6. When the city wall collapses into the moat,

It is not the right time to use the army.

You should reduce your commands

So as to save yourself from grief.


否卦第十二

[image: ]

否之匪人，不利君子贞，大往小来。

初六，拔茅茹，以其汇，贞吉亨。

六二，包承，小人吉，大人否亨。

六三，包羞。

九四，有命无咎，畴离祉。

九五，休否，大人吉，其亡其亡，系于苞桑。

上九，倾否，先否后喜。


The Pi Hexagram 12

The pi hexagram (the symbol of impediments) predicates the obstruction of the natural course of events. It is not the right time for the gentleman to practise his uprightness. Out goes the great and in comes the small － everything is falling out of order.

－－ 1. When you pull up the reeds,

The roots are entangled.

Things of a kind cling together.

There will be good fortune and success.

－－ 2. Bow and submit,

And the inferior man will have good fortune;

The great man refuses to act like this

In order to win success.

－－ 3. Your wild behaviour will lead to shame.

—— 4. When you follow heaven's will,

You will not receive any blame.

Your companions will share the benefit.

—— 5. Impediments will be removed;

This is a sign of good omen for the great man.

Vigilance against potential danger

Is the source of safety and solidarity.

—— 6. Impediments will be removed.

At first you will have worry

And then you will rejoice.


同人卦第十三
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同人于野，亨。利涉大川，利君子贞。

初九，同人于门，无咎。

六二，同人于宗，吝。

九三，伏戎于莽，升其高陵，三岁不兴。

九四，乘其墉，弗克攻，吉。

九五，同人，先号咷而后笑，大师克相遇。

上九，同人于郊，无悔。


The Tongren Hexagram 13

The tongren hexagram (the symbol of harmony) predicates success. Identify yourself with people in the remote areas. It is time to cross a great river. There is potentiality in perseverance for the gentleman.

—— 1. Identify yourself with people outside the door,

And you will not receive any blame.

－－ 2. Identify yourself with people within the clan,

And you will come to grief.

—— 3. The army is deployed in the bushes,

Watching the enemy from the heights;

Yet there have been no battles for three years.

—— 4. After the city wall has been scaled,

The army withdraws of its own accord;

This is a sign of good omen.

—— 5. When you try to identify yourself with someone,

You will have sorrow and joy in succession.

After serious clashes,

You will see a friend in him.

—— 6. Identify yourself with people in the suburbs,

And you will not come to grief.


大有卦第十四
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大有，元亨。

初九，无交害，匪咎，艰则无咎。

九二，大车以载，有攸往，无咎。

九三，公用亨于天子，小人弗克。

九四，匪其彭，无咎。

六五，厥孚交如，威如，吉。

上九，自天祐之，吉无不利。


The Da'you Hexagram 14

The da'you hexagram (the symbol of great gains) predicates supreme success.

—— 1. If you are not conceited,

You will not be blamed.

You have not been blamed.

If you keep difficult times in mind,

You will never receive any blame.

—— 2. Like a wagon fully loaded,

You may go anywhere

Without receiving any blame.

—— 3. The lord offers tribute to the king;

Inferior people cannot take up high positions.

—— 4. When you keep your wealth under restraint,

You will not receive any blame.

－－ 5. If you are sincere toward others,

You will enjoy high prestige

And have good fortune.

—— 6. As you are blessed by heaven,

You will have good fortune

And prosper in every respect.


谦卦第十五
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谦，亨，君子有终。

初六，谦谦君子，用涉大川，吉。

六二，鸣谦，贞吉。

九三，劳谦，君子有终，吉。

六四，无不利，[image: ]谦。

六五，不富以其邻，利用侵伐，无不利。

上六，鸣谦，利用行师，征邑国。


The Qian Hexagram 15

The qian hexagram (the symbol of modesty) predicates success. The gentleman is modest all his life.

－－ 1. A truly modest gentleman

Can overcome all difficulties;

He will have good fortune.

－－ 2. If you are known for modesty

And persevere in it,

You will have good fortune.

—— 3. Meritorious but modest,

The gentleman is like this all his life;

He will have good fortune.

－－ 4. You will prosper in every respect

If you practise modesty.

－－ 5. Modesty wins support from your neighbours.

It is time to be on the offensive;

You will be ever-victorious.

－－ 6. Since you are known for modesty,

It is time to take military action

In order to pacify your own country.


豫卦第十六

[image: ]

豫，利建侯行师。

初六，鸣豫，凶。

六二，介于石，不终日，贞吉。

六三，盱豫悔，迟有悔。

九四，由豫，大有得，勿疑，朋盍簪。

六五，贞疾，恒不死。

上六，冥豫，成有渝，无咎。


The Yu Hexagram 16

The yu hexagram (the symbol of pleasure) predicates advantages in appointing assistants and taking military actions.

－－ 1. As you are proud of your pleasures,

You will have misfortune.

－－ 2. As you have a will firm as a rock,

You will soon see the essence of pleasure.

If you persevere in this,

You will have good fortune.

－－ 3. If you fawn on others to seek pleasures,

You will soon regret.

If you regret too late,

You will have new regrets.

—— 4. People who rely on you for their pleasure

Will benefit a lot.

If you are not suspicious,

You will gather friends around you.

－－ 5. If you cure your disease,

You will enjoy a long life.

－－ 6. You are indulging in pleasures.

If you mend your ways,

You will not receive any blame.


随卦第十七
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随，元亨，利贞，无咎。

初九，官有渝，贞吉，出门交有功。

六二，系小子，失丈夫。

六三，系丈夫，失小子。随有求得，利居贞。

九四，随有获，贞凶。有孚在道，以明，何咎。

九五，孚于嘉，吉。

上六，拘系之，乃从维之。王用亨于西山。


The Sui Hexagram 17

The sui hexagram (the symbol of following) predicates supreme success. There is potentiality in perseverance. There is nothing to blame.

—— 1. When you follow the change of times,

You will have good fortune

If you persevere.

If you find friends outside your family,

You will win merits.

－－ 2. If you cling to an inferior man,

You will lose the company of a superior man.

－－ 3. If you cling to a superior man,

You will lose the company of an inferior man.

Although you may get what you seek after,

You'd better stick to yourself.

—— 4. You may benefit from your followers;

This is a sign of ill omen.

If you are sincerely doing what is right

And remain open and aboveboard,

What is there to blame? 

—— 5. If you are sincere to the good people,

You will have good fortune.

－－ 6. You give firm allegiance

And are loyal to the king.

The king entrusts you

To attend the sacrificial rites on the West Mountain.


蛊卦第十八
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蛊，元亨，利涉大川。先甲三日，后甲三日。

初六，干父之蛊，有子，考无咎，厉终吉。

九二，干母之蛊，不可贞。

九三，干父之蛊，小有悔，无大咎。

六四，裕父之蛊，往见吝。

六五，干父之蛊，用誉。

上九，不事王侯，高尚其事。


The Gu Hexagram 18

The gu hexagram (the symbol of rectification) predicates supreme success. It is time to cross a great river. You should weigh carefully the ins and outs before the rectification; you should weigh carefully the ins and outs after the rectification.

－－ 1. In rectification of father's fault,

The son takes the responsibility

Of saving his father from blame.

For all the danger that lies ahead,

There will be good fortune in the end.

—— 2. In rectification of mother's fault,

The son is advised not to be impatient.

—— 3. In rectification of father's fault,

The son may have some regret,

But he will not receive much blame.

－－ 4. In rectification of father's fault,

The son is slow in taking action.

He will come to grief sooner or later.

－－ 5. In rectification of father's fault,

The son will be highly commended.

—— 6. You are not serving the king;

Staying aloof is a noble deed.


临卦第十九
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临，元亨，利贞，至于八月有凶。

初九，咸临，贞吉。

九二，咸临，吉无不利。

六三，甘临，无攸利，既忧之，无咎。

六四，至临，无咎。

六五，知临，大君之宜，吉。

上六，敦临，吉无咎。


The Lin Hexagram 19

The lin hexagram (the symbol of prevailing) predicates supreme success. It is advisable to persevere. There will be bad fortune in the eighth month.

—— 1. When you prevail on others by inspiration,

You persevere and will have good fortune.

—— 2. When you prevail on others by inspiration,

You will have good fortune

And reap all the benefits.

－－ 3. When you prevail on others by honeyed words,

You will not benefit from it.

If you feel sorry for what you are doing,

You will not receive any blame.

－－ 4. When you prevail on others by intimacy,

You will not receive any blame.

－－ 5. When you prevail on others by wisdom,

You are doing it like a king;

This is a sign of good omen.

－－ 6. When you prevail on others by honesty,

You will have good fortune

And not receive any blame.


观卦第二十
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观，盥而不荐，有孚颙若。

初六，童观，小人无咎，君子吝。

六二，窥观，利女贞。

六三，观我生，进退。

六四，观国之光，利用宾于王。

九五，观我生，君子无咎。

上九，观其生，君子无咎。


The Guan Hexagram 20

The guan hexagram (the symbol of observation) predicates devotion, with which the king washes his hands before making offerings in the sacrificial rites. The people below are observing with the same devotion or piety.

－－ 1. Observing with the ignorance of a child

Is blameless for the inferior man,

But grievous for the gentleman.

－－ 2. Observing stealthily from behind the door

Is the proper behaviour for the woman.

－－ 3. Observe your own behaviour

To decide on your advance or retreat.

－－ 4. Observe the situation in the country,

And you may serve the king.

—— 5. Observe his own behaviour,

And the gentleman will not receive any blame.

—— 6. Observe the life of the people,

And the gentleman will not receive any blame.


噬嗑卦第二十一
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噬嗑，亨，利用狱。

初九，屦校灭趾，无咎。

六二，噬肤灭鼻，无咎。

六三，噬腊肉，遇毒，小吝，无咎。

九四，噬乾胏，得金矢，利艰贞，吉。

六五，噬乾肉，得黄金，贞厉，无咎。

上九，何校灭耳，凶。


The Shihe Hexagram 21

The shihe hexagram (the symbol of penalty) predicates success. It is beneficial to apply the penal codes.

—— 1. Put the criminal's feet in the stocks

As a light punishment;

No harm will be done to him.

－－ 2. Hurt the criminal's skin seriously

As an appropriate punishment;

The judge is not to blame.

－－ 3. It is as hard to deal with the criminal

As biting a piece of preserved meat.

This is a small pity for the judge,

But he is not to blame.

—— 4. It is as hard to deal with the criminal

As biting a piece of hard bone.

As the judge is firm and persistent

In tackling this difficult case,

He will have good fortune.

－－ 5. It is as hard to deal with the criminal

As biting a piece of dried meat.

As the judge is firm and prudent

In tackling this troublesome case,

He is not to blame.

—— 6. The criminal wears a wooden cangue;

This is a sign of ill omen.


贲卦第二十二
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贲，亨，小利有攸往。

初九，贲其趾，舍车而徒。

六二，贲其须。

九三，贲如濡如，永贞吉。

六四，贲如皤如，白马翰如，匪寇婚媾。

六五，贲于丘园，束帛戋戋，吝，终吉。

上九，白贲，无咎。


The Bi Hexagram 22

The bi hexagram (the symbol of decoration) predicates success. For whatever you do, a little decoration is useful.
 
—— 1. You have adorned your toes,

And you still walk without a carriage.

－－ 2. You have trimmed your beard.

—— 3. You have been adorned gracefully;

External perseverance brings good fortune.

－－ 4. A man dressed in plain colour

Gallops here on a white horse.

He does not come for robbery,

But comes for the hand of a lady.

－－ 5. The garden on a hill is decorated

To recruit men of virtue.

It seems to be a regret,

But turns out to be a sign of good omen.

—— 6. No decoration is a form of decoration;

There is nothing to blame about it.


剥卦第二十三
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剥，不利有攸往。

初六，剥床以足蔑，贞凶。

六二，剥床以辨，蔑贞凶。

六三，剥之无咎。

六四，剥床以肤，凶。

六五，贯鱼，以宫人宠，无不利。

上九，硕果不食，君子得舆，小人剥庐。


The Bo Hexagram 23

The bo hexagram (the symbol of deprivation) predicates an untimely occasion for taking action.

－－ 1. The bed has been deprived of its feet －

It has lost its foundation.

At a time like this,

Obstinacy brings misfortune.

－－ 2. The bed has been deprived of its head －

It has lost its mainstay.

At a time like this,

Obstinacy brings misfortune.

－－ 3. The bed is being deprived of its parts,

But no blame is lodged against it.

－－ 4. The bed has been deprived of its occupant;

This is a sign of ill omen.

－－ 5. Standing in line like a stick of fish,

The court ladies are competing to win favour;

There will be no harm.

—— 6. Only the largest fruit remains intact.

The gentleman will gain support,

While the inferior man will lose shelter.


复卦第二十四
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复，亨。出入无疾，朋来无咎。反复其道，七日来复，利有攸往。

初九，不远复，无祗悔，元吉。

六二，休复，吉。

六三，频复，厉无咎。

六四，中行独复。

六五，敦复，无悔。

上六，迷复，凶。有灾眚，用行师，终有大败，以其国君凶，至于十年不克征。


The Fu Hexagram 24

The fu hexagram (the symbol of recovery) predicates success. Growth inside and outside is healthy enough; friends coming in are safe enough. The course of coming and going is like a circle; the recovery takes place in seven days. You will benefit from whatever you do.

—— 1. An early recovery keeps company

With neither harm nor regret.

It is a sign of supreme omen.

－－ 2. A happy recovery brings good fortune.

－－ 3. A sad recovery goes with a relapse,

But there is nothing to blame about it.

－－ 4. A single recovery is made

By someone in midway.

－－ 5. An earnest recovery brings no regret.

－－ 6. No intention for recovery

On the part of a stray sheep

Is a sign of ill omen.

There will be disasters within and without.

Military actions will end in deadly defeat;

The king will have misfortune;

The enemy will not be conquered for ten years.


无妄卦第二十五

[image: ]

无妄，元亨，利贞，其匪正有眚，不利有攸往。

初九，无妄，往吉。

六二，不耕获，不菑畬，则利有攸往。

六三，无妄之灾，或系之牛，行人之得，邑人之灾。

九四，可贞，无咎。

九五，无妄之疾，勿药有喜。

上九，无妄，行有眚，无攸利。


The Wuwang Hexagram 25

The wuwang hexagram (the symbol of propriety) predicates supreme success. There is potentiality in perseverance. If you do not act properly, you will meet with disaster. It is not the right time to do anything.

—— 1. If you act in the proper way,

You will have good fortune in doing anything.

－－ 2. No ploughing, no harvesting;

No cultivation, no mellow soil.

If you are aware of this simple truth,

You will benefit from whatever you do.

－－ 3. Misfortune falls on one who acts properly －

This is an undeserved misfortune.

When a tethered cow is taken by a passer-by,

Someone in the neighbourhood might be accused.

—— 4. If you stick to the proper way of life,

You will not receive any blame.

—— 5. When you get an unexpected disease,

You will recover without taking medicine.

—— 6. Even if you act properly,

You may suffer from your own action.

You will not reap any benefit.


大畜卦第二十六
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大畜，利贞，不家食吉，利涉大川。

初九，有厉，利已。

九二，舆说[image: ]。

九三，良马逐，利艰贞，日闲舆卫，利有攸往。

六四，童牛之牿，元吉。

六五，豮豕之牙，吉。

上九，何天之衢，亨。


The Dachu Hexagram 26

The dachu hexagram (the symbol of great accumulation) predicates potentiality in perseverance. There will be good fortune if men of virtue do not stay at home. It is time to cross a great river.

—— 1. There is danger ahead;

It is advisable to stop for a while.

—— 2. The axletree falls off the cart －

The cart has stopped.

—— 3. A fine steed is galloping along.

Beware of danger and persevere,

Practise driving and defence arts every day,

And you will benefit from whatever you do.

－－ 4. Curb the calf with a headboard;

Taking precautions will bring you supreme fortune.

－－ 5. Tusks of a gelded boar will cause no damage;

This is a sign of good omen.

—— 6. With no obstacles ahead,

The open way leads to success.


颐卦第二十七
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颐，贞吉，观颐，自求口实。

初九，舍尔灵龟，观我朵颐，凶。

六二，颠颐，拂经于丘颐，征凶。

六三，拂颐，贞凶，十年勿用，无攸利。

六四，颠颐吉，虎视眈眈，其欲逐逐，无咎。

六五，拂经居贞吉，不可涉大川。

上九，由颐，厉吉，利涉大川。


The Yi Hexagram 27

The yi hexagram (the symbol of fostering) predicates good fortune from perseverance. In observing the way of fostering others, it is important to see how he feeds himself.

—— 1. You can live without food

Like a magic tortoise,

But your mouth waters

When you watch me eat;

This is a sign of ill omen.

－－ 2. You seek food from your inferiors;

You seek food from your superiors.

You will have misfortune

For anything you do.

－－ 3. You seek food from your superiors;

You will have misfortune

If you go on like this.

Do not take action for ten years;

Nothing good will come out of it.

－－ 4. You seek food from your inferiors;

This is a sign of good omen.

You glare like a tiger eyeing its prey

With an insatiable desire;

You will not receive any blame.

－－ 5. You seek food from your superiors;

You will have good fortune

If you persevere.

It is not the time to cross a great river.

—— 6. You are the fosterer of the world;

You will have danger as well as good fortune.

It is time to cross a great river.


大过卦第二十八
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大过，栋桡，利有攸往，亨。

初六，藉用白茅，无咎。

九二，枯杨生稊，老夫得其女妻，无不利。

九三，栋桡凶。

九四，栋隆吉，有它吝。

九五，枯杨生华，老妇得其士夫，无咎无誉。

上六，过涉灭顶，凶，无咎。


The Daguo Hexagram 28

The daguo hexagram (the symbol of great excess) predicates success. The ridge beam bends down under an excess of weight. It is time to take action.

－－ 1. Spread cogongrass under the vessels;

Prudence will not evoke blame.

—— 2. A withered poplar tree sprouts;

An elderly man marries a wife.

Nothing stands in the way.

—— 3. The ridge beam bends down

Under excess of weight.

This is a sign of ill omen.

—— 4. The ridge beam braces up;

This is a sign of good omen －

Grief comes from elsewhere.

—— 5. A withered poplar tree blossoms;

An elderly woman marries a husband.

There is neither blame nor praise.

－－ 6. When you wade through deep waters,

You will be drowned;

This is a sign of ill omen,

But there is nothing to blame.


坎卦第二十九
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习坎，有孚，维心亨，行有尚。

初六，习坎，入于坎窞，凶。

九二，坎有险，求小得。

六三，来之坎坎，险且枕，入于坎窞，勿用。

六四，樽酒，簋贰，用缶，纳约自牖，终无咎。

九五，坎不盈，祗既平，无咎。

上六，系用徽纆，置于丛棘三岁不得，凶。


The Kan Hexagram 29

The kan hexagram (the symbol of water) predicates danger. Sincerity and wholeheartedness will bring success. You will be commended when you make advance.

－－ 1. There are dangers all around.

You are caught in a wretched plight

And will have misfortune.

—— 2. There is danger in a plight;

You can only solve minor problems.

－－ 3. There are dangers before and behind;

You can hardly find a safe place.

Lying in wait in a plight,

You should not take rash actions.

－－ 4. Make simple offerings of wine and rice

Contained in earthenware;

Give advice frankly and sincerely,

And you will not receive any blame in the end.

—— 5. The danger is not so serious:

The crisis is tided over.

You will not receive any blame.

－－ 6. Bound with cords and ropes,

You are imprisoned for three years

Behind thorn-hedged walls.

This is a sign of ill omen.


离卦第三十
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离，利贞，亨，畜牝牛，吉。

初九，履错然，敬之无咎。

六二，黄离，元吉。

九三，日昃之离，不鼓缶而歌，则大耋之嗟，凶。

九四，突如其来如，焚如，死如，弃如。

六五，出涕沱若，戚嗟若，吉。

上九，王用出征，有嘉折首，获匪其丑，无咎。


The Li Hexagram 30

The li hexagram (the symbol of fire) predicates attachment. There is potentiality in perseverance and success. Keeping a submissive cow is a sign of good omen.

—— 1. The jobs are complicated.

If you are prudent enough,

You will not receive any blame.

－－ 2. Virtuous attachment brings supreme fortune.

—— 3. In the last radiance of the setting sun,

Men are bewailing senility

Instead of drumming and singing happily;

This is a sign of ill omen.

—— 4. The first glow of the rising sun

Comes suddenly, burns like fire,

Dies and disappears in no time.

－－ 5. Tears are flooding;

Wails are resounding.

Since you are aware of danger,

You will have good fortune.

—— 6. When you join the royal army,

You will win merits

By killing the enemy chief

And capturing the enemy soldiers.

You will not receive any blame.


下经
The Second Book


咸卦第三十一
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咸，亨利贞，取女吉。

初六，咸其拇。

六二，咸其腓，凶，居吉。

九三，咸其股，执其随，往吝。

九四，贞吉悔亡，憧憧往来，朋从尔思。

九五，咸其脢，无悔。

上六，咸其辅颊舌。


The Xian Hexagram 31

The xian hexagram (the symbol of response) predicates success. There is potentiality in perseverance. Marrying a wife brings good fortune.

－－ 1. Response is felt in the big toes;

You are about to take action.

－－ 2. Response is felt in the calves.

You will have misfortune

If you take action;

You will have good fortune

If you do not take action.

—— 3. Response is felt in the thighs.

If you follow others blindly,

You will come to grief.

—— 4. Perseverance will bring good fortune;

Regret will disappear.

If you curry favours from others,

Only your friends will follow you.

—— 5. Response is felt in the back.

Since you are indifferent,

You will not have regret.

－－ 6. Response is felt in the jaws,

In the cheeks and in the tongue.

You are only mouthing fine words.


恒卦第三十二
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恒，亨，无咎，利贞。利有攸往。

初六，浚恒，贞凶，无攸利。

九二，悔亡。

九三，不恒其德，或承之羞，贞吝。

九四，田无禽。

六五，恒其德贞，妇人吉，夫子凶。

上六，振恒，凶。


The Heng Hexagram 32

The heng hexagram (the symbol of constancy) predicates success. There is nothing to blame. There is potentiality in perseverance. It is time to take action.

－－ 1. Seeking constancy too thoroughly

Brings misfortune.

Nothing good will come out of it.

—— 2. Regret disappears.

—— 3. A man not constant in his character

May bring disgrace to you.

If you keep company with him,

You will come to grief.

—— 4. No game has been caught in the hunt.

－－ 5. Constancy in submissiveness

Brings good fortune to the woman,

But brings misfortune to the man.

－－ 6. Restless constancy brings misfortune.


遯卦第三十三
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遯，亨，小利贞。

初六，遯尾厉，勿用有攸往。

六二，执之用黄牛之革，莫之胜说。

九三，系遯，有疾厉，畜臣妾吉。

九四，好遯，君子吉，小人否。

九五，嘉遯，贞吉。

上九，肥遯无不利。


The Dun Hexagram 33

The dun hexagram (the symbol of retreat) predicates success. There is potentiality in perseverance of minor things.

－－ 1. There will be danger

If you lag behind in the retreat.

It is advisable not to take any action.

－－ 2. Tied with ox leather,

It is impossible to get away.

—— 3. A halted retreat is like an illness －

There is danger in it.

Keeping a proper distance from the inferiors

As from servants and maids

Brings good fortune.

—— 4. A happy and voluntary retreat

Brings good fortune to the gentleman.

It is not the case with inferior people.

—— 5. In a timely retreat,

Perseverance brings good fortune.

—— 6. In a carefree retreat,

Nothing stands in the way.


大壮卦第三十四
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大壮，利贞。

初九，壮于趾，征凶有孚。

九二，贞吉。

九三，小人用壮，君子用罔，贞厉。羝羊触藩，羸其角。

九四，贞吉悔亡，藩决不羸。壮于大舆之[image: ]。

六五，丧羊于易，无悔。

上六，羝羊触藩，不能退，不能遂，无攸利，艰则吉。


The Dazhuang Hexagram 34

The dazhuang hexagram (the symbol of strong power) predicates potentiality in perseverance.

—— 1. Rash advance will bring misfortune

If you intend to take action.

—— 2. Perseverance brings good fortune.

—— 3. The inferior man uses his power;

The gentleman is not like this.

There is danger in using power.

When a ram butts against a fence,

Its horns will get entangled.

—— 4. Perseverance brings good fortune;

Regret will disappear.

When the fence is broken,

The horns will not get entangled.

The power of the cart lies in its axletree.

－－ 5. The ram loses its power in the field;

There is no regret about it.

－－ 6. When the ram butts against a fence,

It can neither retreat nor advance.

Nothing good will come out of it.

If you are aware of the difficulty,

You will have good fortune.


晋卦第三十五
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晋，康侯用锡马蕃庶，昼日三接。

初六，晋如摧如，贞吉，罔孚，裕无咎。

六二，晋如愁如，贞吉，受兹介福，于其王母。

六三，众允，悔亡。

九四，晋如[image: ]鼠，贞厉。

六五，悔亡，失得勿恤，往吉无不利。

上九，晋其角，维用伐邑。厉吉无咎，贞吝。


The Jin Hexagram 35

The jin hexagram (the symbol of promotion) predicates advance, just as the honourable lord is presented a large number of horses and granted audience three times a day.

－－ 1. Promotion may be curbed;

Perseverance will bring good fortune.

If you are at ease

When you are not trusted,

You will not receive any blame.

－－ 2. Promotion may be accompanied with worry;

Perseverance will bring good fortune.

Blessing is obtained from the ancesters.

－－ 3. When you win approval from your friends,

Regret will disappear.

—— 4. With regard to your promotion,

You are as greedy as a mouse.

If you go on like this,

You will be in danger.

－－ 5. Regret disappears;

Gains and losses are not to be considered.

You will have good fortune if you go on;

Nothing will stand in the way.

—— 6. At the peak of your promotion,

It is advisable to tackle your own problems.

Although there are difficulties,

You will have good fortune.

There is nothing to blame.

If you go on like this,

You may come to grief.


明夷卦第三十六
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明夷，利艰贞。

初九，明夷于飞，垂其翼。君子于行，三日不食，有攸往，主人有言。

六二，明夷，夷于左股，用拯马壮，吉。

九三，明夷于南狩，得其大首，不可疾贞。

六四，入于左腹，获明夷之心，于出门庭。

六五，箕子之明夷，利贞。

上六，不明晦，初登于天，后入于地。


The Mingyi Hexagram 36

The mingyi hexagram (the symbol of injury) predicates firmness and perseverance in times of difficulty.

—— 1. When injury is approaching,

The gentleman runs away quietly.

On his way of escape,

He goes hungry for three days.

He is going somewhere,

Disregarding the reproach of his master.

－－ 2. Light injury is done to you.

With the help of a strong horse,

There will be good fortune.

—— 3. With injury done to you,

You capture the enemy chief

On the battlefield in the south.

Do not act with undue haste;

Persevere at a time like this.

－－ 4. You are in the right place

To know about the truth.

You know what to do －

Leave your wrongful family.

－－ 5. Feign madness to avoid injury:

There is potentiality in perseverance.

－－ 6. Disappearance of light means darkness.

The king once reigns over the world

And then loses his crown.


家人卦第三十七
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家人，利女贞。

初九，闲有家，悔亡。

六二，无攸遂，在中馈，贞吉。

九三，家人嗃嗃，悔厉吉。妇子嘻嘻，终吝。

六四，富家大吉。

九五，王假有家，勿恤吉。

上九，有孚威如，终吉。


The Jiaren Hexagram 37

The jiaren hexagram (the symbol of the family) predicates perseverance as a proper behaviour for a woman.

—— 1. The man sets the family in order;

Regret will disappear.

－－ 2. The woman does not make decisions;

She takes care of the housework.

Perseverance brings good fortune.

—— 3. If the family members complain

About strict disciplines at home,

There may be regrets or troubles,

But there will also be good fortune.

If the wife and children go merry,

There will be grief in the end.

－－ 4. A wealthy family is a great fortune.

—— 5. With the man setting an example for the family,

A harmonious family is free from worry;

This is a sign of good omen.

—— 6. Man's sincerity and prestige at home

Will bring good fortune in the end.


睽卦第三十八
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睽，小事吉。

初九，悔亡，丧马勿逐自复，见恶人无咎。

九二，遇主于巷，无咎。

六三，见舆曳，其牛掣，其人天且劓，无初有终。

九四，睽孤，遇元夫，交孚，厉无咎。

六五，悔亡，厥宗噬肤，往何咎。

上九，睽孤，见豕负涂，载鬼一车，先张之弧，后说之弧，匪寇婚媾，往遇雨则吉。


The Kui Hexagram 38

The kui hexagram (the symbol of opposition) predicates good fortune from cautious actions.

—— 1. Regret disappears.

Do not run after the missing horse;

It will come back by itself.

If you meet an evil man,

There is nothing to blame about it.

—— 2. If you meet with your master in a lane,

There is nothing to blame about it.

－－ 3. The cart is being dragged backward;

The ox is halted;

The driver is defaced.

A bad beginning may bring a good ending.

—— 4. An eccentric lonely man

Meets a superior man.

As they are sincere toward each other,

They will be safe in times of danger.

－－ 5. Regret disappears.

When a relative comes to keep company,

What is to blame if they are together?

—— 6. When an eccentric lonely man

Sees a pig wrapped in mud

And a cart full of ghosts,

He draws his bow at the first sight

But puts it down on second thought.

They come with good will

Instead of ill will.

He will have good fortune

As if he went in the rain －

Everything will be cleared up.


蹇卦第三十九
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蹇，利西南，不利东北，利见大人，贞吉。

初六，往蹇来誉。

六二，王臣蹇蹇，匪躬之故。

九三，往蹇来反。

六四，往蹇来连。

九五，大蹇朋来。

上六，往蹇来硕，吉，利见大人。


The Jian Hexagram 39

The jian hexagram (the symbol of adversity) predicates potentiality in the southwest, not in the northeast. It is time for the great man to emerge from obscurity to relieve the adversity. Perseverance will bring good fortune.

－－ 1. Going forward leads to adversity;

Coming back brings praise.

－－ 2. The king's servants are working

Against adversity upon adversity,

Not for their own sake.

—— 3. Going forward leads to adversity;

Coming back is the right thing to do.

－－ 4. Going forward leads to adversity;

Coming back also faces adversity.

—— 5. In times of great adversity,

Friends come to the rescue.

－－ 6. Going forward leads to adversity;

Coming back brings relief.

This is a sign of good omen.

It is time for the great man to appear.


解卦第四十
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解，利西南，无所往，其来复吉。有攸往。夙吉。

初六，无咎。

九二，田获三狐，得黄矢，贞吉。

六三，负且乘，致寇至，贞吝。

九四，解而拇，朋至斯孚。

六五，君子维有解，吉，有孚于小人。

上六，公用射隼于高墉之上，获之，无不利。


The Xie Hexagram 40

The xie hexagram (the symbol of riddance) predicates potentiality in the southwest. If there is no adversity to get rid of, no action is the best action. If there is some adversity to get rid of, the sooner, the better.

－－ 1. There is nothing to blame.

—— 2. Three foxes are caught during the hunt;

A gold arrow is found.

When evils are got rid of,

Perseverance in good virtue brings good fortune.

－－ 3. An inferior man with a burden

Riding in a cart for the gentleman

Is liable to invite robbers.

If things are going on like this,

There will be grief.

—— 4. Get rid of the inferior people,

And trustworthy friends will flock in.

－－ 5. The gentleman will have good fortune

If he gets rid of the inferior people.

Sincerity can reform the inferior people.

－－ 6. The lord aims at and shoots the hawk,

Which perches on a high wall.

Nothing stands in the way.


损卦第四十一
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损，有孚，元吉，无咎，可贞，利有攸往。曷之用，二簋可用享。

初九，已事遄往，无咎，酌损之。

九二，利贞，征凶，弗损益之。

六三，三人行，则损一人。一人行，则得其友。

六四，损其疾，使遄有喜，无咎。

六五，或益之，十朋之龟弗克违，元吉。

上九，弗损益之，无咎，贞吉，利有攸往，得臣无家。


The Sun Hexagram 41

The sun hexagram (the symbol of loss) predicates supreme fortune for sincerity. There is nothing to blame. It is feasible to persevere. It is time to take action. How is sincerity in a case of loss to be carried out? Small offerings will do for the sacrificial rites.

—— 1. Leave quickly when the job is done;

You will not receive any blame.

Do not dwell on your merits.

—— 2. There is potentiality in perseverance.

It is not the right time to take action.

You do not have to lose anything

To benefit others.

－－ 3. When three men go on a journey,

One man will leave to avoid injury.

When one man goes on a journey,

Another man will come to keep company.

－－ 4. If you reduce your faults,

Your friend will come to you in haste;

This is something to rejoice over.

There is nothing to blame about it.

－－ 5. When you are offered a lot of money,

You will not change your mind;

This is a sign of supreme omen.

—— 6. If you do not harm others to benefit yourself,

You will not receive any blame.

Perseverance will bring good fortune.

It is time to take action.

People of different ranks

Will come to your service.


益卦第四十二
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益，利有攸往，利涉大川。

初九，利用为大作，元吉，无咎。

六二，或益之，十朋之龟，弗克违，永贞吉，王用享于帝，吉。

六三，益之，用凶事，无咎。有孚中行，告公用圭。

六四，中行，告公从，利用为依迁国。

九五，有孚惠心，勿问元吉。有孚，惠我德。

上九，莫益之，或击之，立心勿恒，凶。


The Yi Hexagram 42

The yi hexagram (the symbol of gain) predicates benefit. It is time to take action. It is time to cross a great river.

—— 1. It is time to take major actions.

You will have supreme fortune

And will not receive any blame.

－－ 2. When you are offered a lot of money,

You will not change your mind.

Eternal perseverance will bring good fortune.

The king is making offerings to the gods;

This is a sign of good omen.

－－ 3. If you benefit people who are in misfortune,

You will not receive any blame.

Be sincere and upright;

Always show respect to your superior.

－－ 4. Be upright,

Always ask for instructions,

And the superior will follow your advice.

You will be relied on in important matters

Such as moving the capital.

—— 5. Sincerity in benefitting the people

Will doubtlessly bring good fortune.

People will also be sincere

And repay your kindness.

—— 6. Nobody will bring you benefit

And somebody may attack you

Because you are not steadfast;

This is a sign of ill omen.


夬卦第四十三
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夬，扬于王庭，孚号有厉，告自邑，不利即戎，利有攸往。

初九，壮于前趾，往不胜，为咎。

九二，惕号，莫夜有戎，勿恤。

九三，壮于[image: ]，有凶，君子夬夬，独行遇雨，若濡有愠，无咎。

九四，臀无肤，其行次且。牵羊悔亡，闻言不信。

九五，苋陆夬夬，中行无咎。

上六，无号，终有凶。


The Guai Hexagram 43

The guai hexagram (the symbol of determination) predicates the resolve, with which to make crimes known at the royal court and to convince people of the imminent danger. The announcement is to be made at your city, but it is not advisable to resort to arms at once. It is time to take action.

—— 1. If you make rash advance,

You will not succeed.

You will receive blames.

—— 2. Beware of alarm cries.

Even if the enemy comes at night,

You do not have to worry.

—— 3. If you reveal your determination,

You will have misfortune.

With a firm determination,

The gentleman walks all by himself

And mixes himself with an inferior man.

People may be irritated,

But there is nothing to blame about it.

—— 4. If you do not have skin on the thigh,

You cannot walk steadily.

If you can refrain your movements,

Regret will disappear,

But you may not listen.

—— 5. If you are determined

To get rid of the inferior people like weeds,

You will not receive any blame

When you are upright.

－－ 6. The inferior man may weep and cry,

But he will have misfortune in the end.


姤卦第四十四
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姤，女壮，勿用取女。

初六，系于金柅，贞吉。有攸往，见凶。羸豕孚蹢躅。

九二，包有鱼，无咎，不利宾。

九三，臀无肤，其行次且，厉，无不咎。

九四，包无鱼，起凶。

九五，以杞包瓜，含章，有陨自天。

上九，姤其角，吝，无咎。


The Gou Hexagram 44

The gou hexagram (the symbol of encounter) predicates encounter, as with a capable woman. It is not advisable to marry such a woman.

－－ 1. If the inferior man is restrained

As with a metal brake,

Perseverance will bring good fortune.

If the inferior man is let loose,

There will be misfortune －

Even a sow will wriggle.

—— 2. A fish is found in the kitchen;

There is nothing to blame about it,

But the fish is not for the guests.

—— 3. If you do not have skin on the thigh,

You cannot walk steadily.

Danger exists, but not much blame.

—— 4. Fish is not found in the kitchen;

Misfortune may come along.

—— 5. Like willow leaves spreading over the melon,

You are waiting for the right opportunity.

When the time comes,

You will have what you expect.

—— 6. Staying in a remote corner,

You will not have what you expect.

There is grief, but nothing to blame.


萃卦第四十五
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萃，亨，王假有庙。利见大人，亨，利贞。用大牲吉。利有攸往。

初六，有孚不终，乃乱乃萃，若号，一握为笑，勿恤，往无咎。

六二，引吉，无咎。孚乃利用禴。

六三，萃如嗟如，无攸利，往无咎，小吝。

九四，大吉，无咎。

九五，萃有位，无咎，匪孚，元永贞，悔亡。

上六，赍咨涕洟，无咎。


The Cui Hexagram 45

The cui hexagram (the symbol of gathering) predicates success. When the king enters the temple for sacrificial rites, it is time for the great man to emerge from obscurity. There will be success and potentiality in perseverance. Offerings of big cattle will bring good fortune. It is time to take action.

－－ 1. If your sincerity is inconsistent,

You will be confused as to whom to gather.

If you cry out for the right person,

You will burst into laughter at a handshake.

Do not worry;

You will not be blamed if you go on.

－－ 2. If you are led forward,

You will not receive any blame.

If you are sincere,

Small offerings are acceptable

For the vernal sacrificial rites.

－－ 3. If you sigh in despair

For not gathering whom you expect,

Nothing good will come out of it.

If you go on,

You will not receive any blame,

But only have some grief.

—— 4. There will be great fortune;

There is nothing to blame.

—— 5. As you are in a high position

When you gather people,

You will not receive any blame.

However, you are not sincere enough.

If you have supreme eternal perseverance,

Your regret will disappear.

－－ 6. You are weeping and sighing;

There is nothing to blame about it.


升卦第四十六
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升，元亨，用见大人，勿恤，南征吉。

初六，允升，大吉。

九二，孚，乃利用禴，无咎。

九三，升虚邑。

六四，王用亨于岐山，吉，无咎。

六五，贞吉，升阶。

上六，冥升，利于不息之贞。


The Sheng Hexagram 46

The sheng hexagram (the symbol of ascendance) predicates supreme success. It is time for the great man to emerge from obscurity. Do not worry. Southward expedition will bring good fortune.

－－ 1. It is time to rise from below;

There will be great fortune.

—— 2. If you are sincere,

Small offerings are acceptable

For the vernal sacrificial rites.

There is nothing to blame about it.

—— 3. You are rising without any hindrance,

As if walking in a vacant city.

－－ 4. The king was on the Qi Mountain,

Attending the sacrificial rites.

This is a sign of good omen;

There is nothing to blame about it.

－－ 5. Perseverance brings good fortune;

You are at the top of your career.

－－ 6. You are indulging in your ascendance;

There is potentiality in ceaseless perseverance.


困卦第四十七
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困，亨，贞大人吉，无咎。有言不信。

初六，臀困于株木，入于幽谷，三岁不觌。

九二，困于酒食，朱绂方来，利用享祀，征凶，无咎。

六三，困于石，据于蒺藜。入于其宫，不见其妻，凶。

九四，来徐徐，困于金车，吝，有终。

九五，劓刖，困于赤绂，乃徐有说，利用祭祀。

上六，困于葛藟，于臲[image: ]。曰动悔有悔，征吉。


The Kun Hexagram 47

The kun hexagram (the symbol of being trapped) predicates success. Perseverance will bring good fortune for the great man. There is nothing to blame. At a time of exhaustion, words may not be believed.

－－ 1. You are like a man

Whose buttocks are stranded in the stump.

That man stays in the gloomy valley,

With no prospect of deliverance for three years.

—— 2. You are out of office now,

Idling away your time by eating and drinking,

But will soon be promoted to a high position.

It is advisable to make offerings.

Taking action will lead to misfortune,

But you will not receive any blame.

－－ 3. Blocked by rocks and surrounded by thorns,

You can neither advance nor retreat.

When you return home,

You do not see your spouse;

This is a sign of ill omen.

—— 4. You are going on slowly

Because a powerful obstacle lies ahead.

Danger goes before a good ending.

—— 5. You are ill at ease

Because you are in a high position.

You will gradually get out of trouble;

It is advisable to make offerings.

－－ 6. You are like a man

Entangled by vines and weeds

In a high and dangerous position.

You have regret for whatever you do

And you regret it.

Taking action leads to good fortune.


井卦第四十八
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井，改邑不改井，无丧无得，往来井井。

汔至亦未[image: ]井，羸其瓶，凶。

初六，井泥不食，旧井无禽。

九二，井谷射鲋，甕敝漏。

九三，井渫不食，为我心恻，可用汲，王明，并受其福。

六四，井甃无咎。

九五，井洌寒泉食。

上六，井收勿幕，有孚元吉。


The Jing Hexagram 48

The jing hexagram (the symbol of well) predicates a well which is never moved even when the city moves. The water in the well never decreases or increases. People coming and going draw water from the well. If the jug breaks when it is about to come out of the well, this is a sign of ill omen.

－－ 1. A muddy well is unfit for drink;

Even birds will not come to it.

—— 2. The water in the well is only enough

For the small fish to live in;

It cannot be drawn up

With a broken pitcher which leaks.

—— 3. The well is cleared, but not used;

I am very sorry for that.

Since the well is fit for use,

It will benefit all the people

If the king is wise enough to use it.

－－ 4. The well is under repair;

There is nothing to blame about it.

—— 5. The water in the well is sweet and cold

Just as water from a spring;

It is fit for drink.

－－ 6. The well is not covered

As it is for everybody to use.

The water level is the same all the time;

This is a sign of supreme omen.


革卦第四十九
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革，已日乃孚，元亨，利贞，悔亡。

初九，巩用黄牛之革。

六二，已日乃革之，征吉，无咎。

九三，征凶，贞厉。革言三就，有孚。

九四，悔亡，有孚改命，吉。

九五，大人虎变，未占有孚。

上六，君子豹变，小人革面，征凶，居贞吉。


The Ge Hexagram 49

The ge hexagram (the symbol of reform) predicates supreme success if you are sincere about it for a long time. There is potentiality in perseverance; regret will disappear.

—— 1. It is not the right time for reform;

It is advisable to protect yourself.

－－ 2. The time for reform has come;

If you take action,

You will have good fortune

And will not receive any blame.

—— 3. If you take action,

You will have misfortune.

There will be danger

Even if you persevere.

If the reform has been fully discussed,

People will sincerely believe in it.

—— 4. Regret disappears.

If you are sincere about the reform,

You will have good fortune.

—— 5. A superior man carries out reform

With the vehemence of a tiger;

He is sincere about the reform

Without going for divination.

－－ 6. The gentleman reforms thoroughly

Like a leopard changing its spots;

The inferior man reforms superficially

Like a man washing his face.

If you take action,

You will have misfortune;

If you are firm and persistent,

You will have good fortune.


鼎卦第五十

[image: ]

鼎，元吉亨。

初六，鼎颠趾，利出否。得妾以其子，无咎。

九二，鼎有实，我仇有疾，不我能即，吉。

九三，鼎耳革，其行塞。雉膏不食。方雨，亏悔，终吉。

九四，鼎折足，覆公[image: ]，其形渥，凶。

六五，鼎黄耳，金铉，利贞。

上九，鼎玉铉，大吉，无不利。


The Ding Hexagram 50

The ding hexagram (the symbol of cauldron) predicates supreme fortune and success.

－－ 1. The cauldron turned upside down

Empties its dregs;

The concubine brought home in marriage

Gives birth to a son.

Nothing is to blame about it.

—— 2. The cauldron is full of food,

Like a man full of wits.

My enemy is envious of me,

But he cannot harm me;

This is a sign of good omen.

—— 3. With its handles deformed,

The cauldron is difficult to move;

The food in it is unable to be eaten.

When timely rain comes,

Regret will subside;

Good fortune will come in the end.

—— 4. With its legs broken,

The cauldron is smeared

Because the food in it is spilt;

This is a sign of ill omen.

－－ 5. The cauldron is furnished

With golden handles and poles;

There is potentiality in perseverance.

—— 6. The cauldron has jade poles;

Great fortune will come

And nothing stands in the way.


震卦第五十一
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震，亨。震来虩虩，笑言哑哑，震惊百里，不丧匕鬯。

初九，震来虩虩，后笑言哑哑，吉。

六二，震来厉，亿丧贝，跻于九陵，勿逐，七日得。

六三，震苏苏，震行无眚。

九四，震遂泥。

六五，震往来厉，亿无丧有事。

上六，震索索，视矍矍，征凶。震不于其躬，于其邻，无咎。婚媾有言。


The Zhen Hexagram 51

The zhen hexagram (the symbol of thunder) predicates success. The roaring thunder is appalling: yet the superior man laughs heartily. Even when the roaring thunder reaches a hundred miles, the superior man will not let go of his sacrificial vessels.
 
—— 1. The roaring thunder is appalling;

Yet the gentleman laughs heartily.

This is a sign of good omen.
 
－－ 2. The roaring thunder brings danger.

Even if you lose a large treasure,

You will just climb atop a mountain

And not search for it;

You will regain it in seven days.

－－ 3. The roaring thunder brings distress.

If you act cautiously amid thunders,

You will not have disaster.

—— 4. If you panic amid thunders,

You will get into the mire.

－－ 5. The roaring thunder brings danger

When it comes and goes.

If you keep to the right path,

You will not lose anything

But retain your power eternally.

－－ 6. The roaring thunder brings hesitation;

You are looking around with great fear.

If you take action,

You will have misfortune;

If you take precautions

Before you are affected,

You will not receive any blame.

There will be dispute in marital affairs.


艮卦第五十二
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艮其背，不获其身，行其庭，不见其人，无咎。

初六，艮其趾，无咎，利永贞。

六二，艮其腓，不拯其随，其心不快。

九三，艮其限，列其夤，厉薰心。

六四，艮其身，无咎。

六五，艮其辅，言有序，悔亡。

上九，敦艮吉。


The Gen Hexagram 52

The gen hexagram (the symbol of mountain) predicates restraint. If you restrain yourself from the back so that you will not be tempted, you will not receive any blame. It is as if you did not see your companion when you walk back to back with each other in the courtyard.
 
－－ 1. Restrain yourself at the very beginning

And you will not receive any blame.

Potentiality lies in eternal perseverance.

－－ 2. Restrain your steps

Although you may feel unhappy

When you stop following others.

—— 3. Restrain yourself abruptly

And you may feel deeply hurt,

Troubled by imminent danger.

－－ 4. Restrain yourself properly

And you will not receive any blame.

－－ 5. Restrain your mouth

So as to speak in order

And your regret will disappear.

—— 6. Restrain yourself with noble virtue,

And you will have good fortune.


渐卦第五十三
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渐，女归吉，利贞。

初六，鸿渐于干，小子厉，有言，无咎。六二，鸿渐于磐，饮食衎衎，吉。

九三，鸿渐于陆，夫征不复，妇孕不育，凶。利御寇。

六四，鸿渐于木，或得其桷，无咎。

九五，鸿渐于陵，妇三岁不孕，终莫之胜，吉。

上九，鸿渐于陆，其羽可用为仪，吉。


The Jian Hexagram 53

The jian hexagram (the symbol of steady progress) predicates good fortune just like a maiden who follows all the etiquette of marriage. There is potentiality in perseverance.

－－ 1. The swan goose approaches the shore;

It has just started on its flight.

The young man is in trouble;

He is facing gossip,

But will not receive any blame.

－－ 2. The swan goose approaches a firm rock,

Enjoying food and drink;

This is a sign of good omen.

—— 3. The swan goose approaches a plateau.

The husband has not returned from a trip;

The wife has not delivered her child.

This is a sign of ill omen.

Proper measures will prevail.

－－ 4. The swan goose approaches a tree;

It may find a branch to perch on.

There is nothing to blame about it.

—— 5. The swan goose approaches a hill.

The wife is not pregnant for three years:

The husband will be back in the end.

This is a sign of good omen.

—— 6. The swan goose approaches the summit;

Its feathers can be used as ornaments.

This is a sign of good omen.


归妹卦第五十四
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归妹，征凶，无攸利。

初九，归妹以娣，跛能履，征吉。

九二，眇能视，利幽人之贞。

六三，归妹以须，反归以娣。

九四，归妹愆期，迟归有时。

六五，帝乙归妹，其君之袂，不如其娣之袂良。月几望，吉。

上六，女承筐无实，士刲羊无血，无攸利。


The Guimei Hexagram 54

The guimei hexagram (the symbol of wedding) predicates misfortune if you take wrong actions. Nothing good will come out of it.

—— 1. The sister is married as a concubine;

She is like a lame man who walks.

If she acts her role,

She will have good fortune.

—— 2. The one-eyed man may see;

There is potentiality in perseverance

As a reticent man.

－－ 3. The maiden was in the vain hope

Of taking her elder sister's place;

She becomes a concubine in the end.
 
—— 4. The maiden has missed her opportunity;

Time will come for a late marriage.

－－ 5. The king gives his sister for marriage;

She is dressed in dignity,

Not so gorgeously as a concubine.

She is like the moon waxing to the full;

This is a sign of good omen.

－－ 6. The woman is a wife in name only;

Her basket for the rites is empty.

The man is a husband in name only;

The sheep he slays does not shed blood.

Nothing good will come out of it.


丰卦第五十五
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丰，亨，王假之。勿忧，宜日中。

初九，遇其配主，虽旬无咎，往有尚。

六二，丰其[image: ]，日中见斗，往得疑疾，有孚发若，吉。

九三，丰其沛，日中见沫，折其右肱，无咎。

九四，丰其[image: ]，日中见斗，遇其夷主，吉。

六五，来章，有庆誉，吉。

上六，丰其屋，[image: ]其家，[image: ]其户，阒其无人，三岁不觌，凶。


The Feng Hexagram 55

The feng hexagram (the symbol of abundance) predicates success. A virtuous king will attain abundance. Nothing is to be worried about if only abundance is kept in its best state like the sun at noontime.

—— 1. When you meet with your mate,

You will not receive any blame

Even if you are equals.

If you go to meet him,

You will win due respect.

－－ 2. There is such an abundance of clouds

That the Plough can be seen at noontime.

You will be distrusted

When you take action;

You will have good fortune

When you act with sincerity.

—— 3. There is such an abundance of clouds

That small stars can be seen at noontime.

If you break your right arm

And remain inactive,

You will not receive any blame.

—— 4. There is such an abundance of clouds

That the Plough can be seen at noontime.

If you meet with your mate,

You will have good fortune.

－－ 5. When a brilliant man comes to you,

You will win blessing and fame,

And have good fortune.

－－ 6. The house is massive;

The rooms are screened.

If you look into the window,

You will not see a single soul.

No one is seen for three years;

This is a sign of ill omen.


旅卦第五十六
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旅，小亨，旅贞吉。

初六，旅琐琐，斯其所取灾。

六二，旅即次，怀其资，得童仆贞。

九三，旅焚其次，丧其童仆贞，厉。

九四，旅于处，得其资斧，我心不快。

六五，射雉一矢亡，终以誉命。

上九，鸟焚其巢，旅人先笑后号咷，丧牛于易，凶。


The Lü Hexagram 56

The lü hexagram (the symbol of travel) predicates success through cautiousness. Perseverance in the right direction during the travel will bring good fortune.

－－ 1. If you start your travel with trifles,

You will bring disaster to yourself.

－－ 2. With money in your pockets,

You break your journey at an inn,

Where you are served by a faithful servant.

—— 3. The inn where you stay is burnt down;

The faithful servant is gone.

You are in danger.
 
—— 4. I have found a shelter during my travel

And have means of subsistence with me,

But I am not in a good mood.

－－ 5. If you shoot at a pheasant,

You will lose an arrow.

However, fame and position

Will come to you in the end.

—— 6. The bird gets its nest burnt;

The traveller has joy and sorrow in succession;

The cattle is lost in the field.

This is a sign of ill omen.


巽卦第五十七
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巽，小亨，利有攸往，利见大人。

初六，进退，利武人之贞。

九二，巽在床下，用史巫纷若，吉无咎。

九三，频巽，吝。

六四，悔亡，田获三品。

九五，贞吉，悔亡，无不利。无初有终，先庚三日，后庚三日，吉。

上九，巽在床下，丧其资斧，贞凶。


The Xun Hexagram 57

The xun hexagram (the symbol of wind) predicates success through submission and caution. It is time to take action; it is time for the great man to emerge from obscurity.

－－ 1. You are too submissive and hesitant;

It is advisable to persevere

With the steadfastness of a warrior.

—— 2. If you are submissive enough

And serve the gods faithfully,

You will have good fortune

And will not receive any blame.

—— 3. If you are compelled to be submissive,

You will come to grief.

－－ 4. Regret disappears.

Submission brings success even in a hunt.

—— 5. Perseverance brings good fortune;

Regret will disappear;

There will be no harm.

A poor beginning may have a good ending.

You may issue decrees three days before

And put them into effect three days after

So that people will obey them readily;

In this way you will have good fortune.

—— 6. If you are too submissive,

You may lose your means of subsistence.

If you go on like this,

You will have misfortune.


兑卦第五十八
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兑，亨，利贞。

初九，和兑吉。

九二，孚兑吉，悔亡。

六三，来兑凶。

九四，商兑未宁，介疾有喜。

九五，孚于剥，有厉。

上六，引兑。


The Dui Hexagram 58

The dui hexagram (the symbol of pond) predicates joy for success. There is potentiality in perseverance.

—— 1. Deal with people in peaceful joy,

And you will have good fortune.

—— 2. Deal with people in sincere joy,

And you will have good fortune.

Regret will disappear.

－－ 3. Come to court joy,

And you will have misfortune.

—— 4. Keep joy in mind,

And you will be ill at ease;

Keep away from evils,

And you will have joy.

—— 5. Be sincere to the flatterers,

And you will be in danger.

－－ 6. You are inducing others to be joyous.


涣卦第五十九
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涣，亨。王假有庙，利涉大川，利贞。

初六，用拯马壮，吉。

九二，涣奔其机，悔亡。

六三，涣其躬，无悔。

六四，涣其群，元吉。涣有丘，匪夷所思。

九五，涣汗其大号，涣王居，无咎。

上九，涣其血，去逖出，无咎。


The Huan Hexagram 59

The huan hexagram (the symbol of dissolution) predicates success. When the king enters the temple for sacrificial rites, it is time to cross a great river. There is potentiality in perseverance.

－－ 1. Resort to help from the powerful,

And you will have good fortune.

—— 2. Run away to a safe place,

And your regret will disappear.

－－ 3. Disregard your desire,

And you will not have any regret.

－－ 4. Disband your clique,

And you will have supreme fortune;

Unify the whole nation,

And your power will be beyond imagination.

—— 5. Never recall your words;

Disperse your wealth to the people,

And you will not receive any blame.

—— 6. Get rid of injury;

Keep away from it,

And you will not receive any blame.


节卦第六十
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节，亨，苦节不可贞。

初九，不出户庭，无咎。

九二，不出门庭，凶。

六三，不节若，则嗟若，无咎。

六四，安节，亨。

九五，甘节，吉。往有尚。

上六，苦节，贞凶，悔亡。


The Jie Hexagram 60

The jie hexagram (the symbol of temperance) predicates success. It is not advisable to persevere in undue temperance.

—— 1. Stay in your house all the time,

And you will not receive any blame.

—— 2. Stay in your room all the time,

And you will have misfortune.

－－ 3. Lament for your intemperance,

And you will not receive any blame.

－－ 4. Practise temperance with ease of mind,

And you will have success.

—— 5. Practise temperance in contentment,

And you will have good fortune.

You will be commended

If you go on like this.

－－ 6. Practise undue temperance,

And you will have misfortune.

If you regret it,

Misfortune will disappear.


中孚卦第六十一
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中孚，豚鱼吉，利涉大川，利贞。

初九，虞吉，有它不燕。

九二，鸣鹤在阴，其子和之。我有好爵，吾与尔靡之。

六三，得敌，或鼓或罢，或泣或歌。

六四，月几望，马匹亡，无咎。

九五，有孚挛如，无咎。

上九，翰音登于天，贞凶。


The Zhongfu Hexagram 61

The zhongfu hexagram (the symbol of sincerity) predicates good fortune even for the fish and the pigs. It is time to cross a great river. There is potentiality in perseverance.

—— 1. Sincerity brings good fortune;

Ulterior motives bring disquiet.

—— 2. When the crane sings in the shade,

Its companion will echo the song;

When I have good wine,

You will share the drink.

－－ 3. When you confront an enemy,

You either advance or retreat,

Either weep or sing.

－－ 4. You are like the moon waxing to the full,

And like the horse losing its companion.

You will not receive any blame.

—— 5. Rally the whole nation with sincerity,

And you will not receive any blame.

—— 6. The soaring bird sings in the sky;

High-sounding words will bring misfortune.


小过卦第六十二
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小过，亨，利贞。可小事，不可大事，飞鸟遗之音，不宜上宜下，大吉。

初六，飞鸟以凶。

六二，过其祖，遇其妣，不及其君，遇其臣，无咎。

九三，弗过防之，从或戕之，凶。

九四，无咎。弗过遇之，往厉必戒，勿用永贞。

六五，密云不雨，自我西郊，公弋取彼在穴。

上六，弗遇过之，飞鸟离之，凶，是谓灾眚。


The Xiaoguo Hexagram 62

The xiaoguo hexagram (the symbol of small excess) predicates success. There is potentiality in perseverance. Minor things may be done; major things should not be done. When the soaring bird sings wailingly, it should fly downward instead of flying upward. This is a sign of great omen.

－－ 1. The bird is soaring with an effort;

This is a sign of ill omen.

－－ 2. If you surpass your grandfather

But equal your grandmother,

If you do not surpass the king

But equal his ministers,

You will not receive any blame.

—— 3. If you are not extremely careful,

You might be hurt from behind

And will have misfortune.

—— 4. There is nothing to blame.

If you are not too eager,

You will have what you want;

If you are too eager,

You will be in danger.

You should be on your guard

And act accordingly.

－－ 5. Thick clouds bring no rain

From the west suburbs.

The lord attempts to shoot

Animals in the cave.

－－ 6. You have not achieved your purpose,

But still aim high.

You are like a bird

Which flies high and might be shot.

You will have misfortune,

Which is called self-incurred disaster.


既济卦第六十三
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既济，亨小，利贞，初吉终乱。

初九，曳其轮，濡其尾，无咎。

六二，妇丧其茀，勿逐，七日得。

九三，高宗伐鬼方，三年克之，小人勿用。

六四，[image: ]有衣袽，终日戒。

九五，东邻杀牛，不如西邻之禴祭，实受其福。

上六，濡其首，厉。


The Jiji Hexagram 63

The jiji hexagram (the symbol of fulfilment) predicates success for the small and weak. There is potentiality in perseverance. A good beginning may bring a bad ending.

—— 1. When you have fulfilled your task,

It is time to slow down your steps.

You will not receive any blame.

－－ 2. Even if you lose something important,

You do not have to look for it.

It will return in seven days.

—— 3. It takes three years

For the king to conquer the enemy.

Rash people of inferior nature

Are not to be trusted.

－－ 4. Be prepared against times of need －

Rags are at hand to stop the leak.

—— 5. Untimely grand offerings

Are no better than small offerings

Which bring real blessings.

－－ 6. You are like a fox

Who is over its head in water;

You are in danger.


未济卦第六十四
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未济，亨，小狐汔济，濡其尾，无攸利。

初六，濡其尾，吝。

九二，曳其轮，贞吉。

六三，未济，征凶，利涉大川。

九四，贞吉悔亡，震用伐鬼方，三年有赏于大国。

六五，贞吉，无悔，君子之光，有孚，吉。

上九，有孚于饮酒，无咎。濡其首，有孚，失是。


The Weiji Hexagram 64

The weiji hexagram (the symbol of unfulfilment) predicates success. At the point of crossing the river, the small fox gets its tail wet. Nothing good will come out of it.

－－ 1. The small fox gets its tail wet;

It is liable to come to grief.

—— 2. It is time to slow down your steps;

Perseverance will bring good fortune.

－－ 3. If you have not fulfilled your task,

You will have misfortune;

If you go on,

You will have misfortune.

It is time to cross the great river.

—— 4. Perseverance brings good fortune;

Regret will disappear.

When you attack the enemy with a strong army,

It will be conquered within three years.

－－ 5. Perseverance brings good fortune;

There will be no regret about it.

The gentleman's brilliance

Lies in sincerity.

There will be good fortune.

—— 6. If you are sincere toward others,

You will not receive any blame

Although you are indulged in drinking.

If you get drunk,

You will lose the correct way

Although you are sincere toward others.
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